To: S.W.P, Political Conmittee
Froa: Froben Lozada
Re: Jewish liistory in Lthnic Studies

Une paragraph should suffice to provide suwumary of Lthnic Studies at
erritt College. Afro-Aunerican and Chicano ftudies werc originally ing-
tituted as autthowous entities. The decisgion to put these under the wi-
brella of Lthnic Studies cauie frow the adainistration. Asian~American
Studies has since becn integrated into this structure. lo Native-Auerican
courscs or instructors as yet(to date).

Prescntly, a demand has appeared to get a course in Jewish ilistory to
nicet or gatisfy the requireacnts of Lthnic Studies. That is, recognition
of such a course as pert of thc curriculwa within L.S. At this point, T
should mention fact that cvery student is required to take an Lthnic sStu-
dies course at ilerritt Collegze (Board policya. ¥o one in the Lthnic Studies
Dept. as presently constituted wants Jewish llistory within cur dept., acan-
ins in effect, that the decision within lithnic Studics is unaniious to
opposc the introduction of this coursc into L.S. The adainistration is
presently ooposed to this course within L.S. They agree with us, but, may
yvield under pressurc, United NAtioms decision vis-—a-vis Jionisa wiil help
onen up Jdialosue Zionigts will later regret. I believe that this issue is

going to pet bignper and bijger. °tudcnts nave not yet been made aware of
debate going on within coumittees auong faculty. I have been naucu to serve
in two relevant couittecs =the Comittee on lthnic Studics and the Curri-
culwia Coumittee. The first is stacked in our favor whilc I am unsure of the
sccond., The Instructional Council has voted apgdainst our (Bthnic Vtudles) 1ree-
omncndation to not taiie in Jewish liistory. This Instructional Council is a
wore eubracing and a "higher Body" than cither L.S.Coauittec or Curriculuwa
Cowmiittee - for what tiiis inforuation is worth-.

So far, I have necded littic or no heldp in trying to ward off this
reactionary thirust frouw the Jewish sector. I have spolien o the local or-
ganizer Jeff lowers and, bricfiy, to Ciifton pebBerry. I have both Gheir
conucnt to pass this on to you and sceic further aid (political) which
will hely buttress uy arguwaents. Tn line with this, I lhiave a series of
questions which T lhiope yvou all wiil consider in detaii, alli of which
will be instruucntal and aid we in wy presentations.

Addendusi: The adiinistration, in every level, has not atteupted to definc
Ththnic Studies” but knows better when to leave well emnoush alone.

1) Should we in L.S. insist that the Board of Trustees define LDthnic Studies
for us, since it was they who structurcd us as such?

2) I have recomucnded that we o back to the old structurc of Chicano
Studies, Afro-Auerican Snudles LEpt. and Asian-Auerican Studies bept.,
how insistent should T be with respect to this?

3) ghhazg ﬁﬁarSEECd inforunally that those vho want a Jewish lisbdry course

their remarizs to thce llistory Dept. and not to us. Is
it politically corrcct for me as Chicano Studies head to suggest and
sanction this course in the llistory dept.? Is it corrcct politically,
as an S.V.P.er to make such suggestion? I have also suygzested that tliey
should perhaps try the school oP Theoloyy, though nonc exists.

$) Vhat is a Jevw? Is he a Jew by choicc or not? If not, it then scems to

e that this negatlon should hel) in their exclusion froa [L.S.,no?
5)I am basing my main criteria on who should be in Lthnic Studies on the
the definition of national oppression as foisted upon by a dominant
nation, the Jew as in the case of the U.S. in this case belongs to
this dowinant nation and, in fact, as a fawily has a higher per capita
than any other group, religious or otherwise. liational opression based
on color. Cnnression and color as the main ingredients deterwaining
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who the participante in Lthnic Studies should bef Anythinyg else?

0)

&)

6)

This discussionsg within the coumittees have already spilled over
into tho issue of Ziorism ag a fora of racism. I have stressed thet
I do not equatc Jewry with Zionism, that I vchemently condemn
anti-Senitism as a form of racisu as well as condeun Zionisu for
identical reasons. What else should I rcad that wight nob be readi-
ly aveilable at Granma Boolis,etc.? Any old document that I aight not
have heard off,cte?
I feel that, eventually, I, uorc than anyone else in Lthunic Studies,
will be under attack frowm these cranks (conscious) because of umy
course Racism in America and because theso questions arc once in a
while raiscd therc. Should we start mobilizing the students at this
point? I'u optimistic that, for their own reasous, the aduinistation
will approve the course but not in Lthnic Studies and this dic why I
raise this question now
The forciocst advocate of this Jewish ilistory course rofuses to push
for it within the llistory Jept. and insists it be in Lthnic Studies.
She, an Unglish teacher here, has also alrcady givon us an indication
of how far she intends to carry this fight and why 3 "There is a
need to counteract what is being propunded im pthnic Studies.yshe
stated last. YWhilce this is indicative of her ignorance as to what
Lthric Studices showdd be and the reasons for its birth, it also
tells me that she is joing hell bent on her joal. I have todd ail
that they will regret the Pandora s box they will be opening up and
that, in any event, wclcouwe the opportunity it has given ue or us to
talke on head=on the philosophy of Lthnic Studies. iiow do you lilke
that?

V’ell, that is pretty much it in capsule foriu. Let mc know how
uiuch we should stress this skirudsh and, in anticipation, appreciate

all the hel)p I can et on vy arjguicentes.
CoaJ\ra lely,
O\’

‘roben Lozada



