
P.O.   Box  471,   Cooper  Station
New  York,   New  York     10003

December   23,   1974

TO   ALL   DELEGATES   AND  EDUCATIONAL   DIRECTORS

Dear  Comrades,

Enclosed  is   a  new  study  guide,,  "Basic  Program  and  Concepts  of
Socialism.''    This  study  guide  is  a  first  step  towards  increasing
national  collaboration  on  the  YSA's  education  activities.

It  has  been  developed  through  collaboration  between  the  YSA
National  Office  and  the  SWP  National  Education  Department.     We  feel
that  it  could  be  useful  in  several  different  ways:

I.     It  can  be  used  by  locals  as  a  lo-part  series  for  local
educationals  after  business  meetings.     The  readings  and  questions
can  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  comrade  preparing  the  class  as  well
as   the  basis  for  the  local's  discussion.     Locals  may  want  to  modify
it  to  better  suit  their  needs.     If  a  local  is  irivolvcd  in  a  partic-
ular  struggle,   for .instance  in  the  womon's  movement,   new  questions
and  readings  could  be  developed  that  would  place  special  emphasis
on  our  strategy  and  tactics  in  that  particular  struggle.

2.     One  or  more  classes  could  be  used  as  part  of  another  local
educational  series  that  would  better  suit  the  needs  of  the  local
members .

3.     The  series  could  be  modified  to  serve  as  the  basis  for
new  members  and  contact  classes.

4.     It  can  serve  as  cin  individual  study  guide  for  at~large
members  or  comrades  in  center  locals  where  this  particular  type
of  educational  need  is  not  being  fulfilled  through  organized
classes.

The  National  Office  is  making  this  guide  a`vailabl6  to  dele-
gates  and  education  directors  to  encourage  comrades  to  begin  to
think  out  spring  educationals  and  so  that  suggestions  on  this  study
guide  can  be  made  before  it  is  printed.

We  plan  tcj  print  this  st.udy  guide  and  make  it  available  to
all  members  by  the  end  of  January.     If  you  have  suggestions  on
other  study  guides  or  additional  ways  to  increase  national  col-
laboration  on  YSA  education  activities,  please  raise  them  at.the
education  workshop  or  send  them  into  the  YSA  National  Office.

tot;Larrfu;4ed
YSA  National  Office
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Nt `~Jd   Sc.cialisrri

\,\.7hat    S{ici,.-}1ists:    Slantj     E'``,\i`u       hiL;`    (`\i  I,.`  I   `j`_;"  '<\+

'tT`17`q       f.f`'`t}tit{    S(`Cialist    P,iiT,Iph|{|{     fJi`sr}   i!?utf``il    T,'\,     rt`'iiT[}iiiit.:(.\!5

t'tu);    Li(icjajism    anli    i.)cuji}`fc,!iit.``7',      by   :,:ti`j`-L   .ici`ITii-c`c.      {\'F'atLi-JJJJ£.i.iiifr,    by  :,:'i`."  .ici`ITii-c`c.    {\'F!atL,-
r!}c.iert     .S,.  €z'.';),      pr),,     ;i-1.,'-);   froii-I   A]T}c.ri`?.1 ``i   Ro€`cL't   t{,\   St`eia!js].n

-;   .ir..ttct   r-'.    I..t.~`Limon.     (r',.!tbjl!itic!i',     Sj``   i-;'`i):  ''\t,thr].I   a    \`Ocicilist

r',c'  ic,:,   W i I i   I ,,.,, `||+   Li!<|'  .

!|'=,ctic,ns:

1.       f.tc`rl-i€\iij+.i   (=ooritz  \v'ritt3,f„     "T'}it>   n3t``3t   glai.3i2g   fa,ct   abotjt

t`   ri]t]tjeL`j`r    wu}`1t!    is   fhc-cl`)r?tr€)„``t   hEt.``,\.{=i'n   tTic>   r`ttcnti,il   tti

ti`G_ry   I,ii]rricl`ii   :iL`c`J(Lt   a||JJ   fl)i.`   rcc'ltit,v   ()f   (''Vt'l.ycltr}y   lifc,.I  "       Gi\J'e

ti}i(`   c,\£uiip!£:`  i\i   [Iiis  contrast.       How   .t}as   irhis  contrast   L1!`-

`ciecl    tbt`.   (`i`'.]rs,c:   of  tl}e   rficijc\ali7jat.icjf}    i`!_i   tlic`  {j.   S.     {mcl   on   a

'\,trlc!    scaii`:I

``-,.'.       Gj`t-`'   :I    ri\\++    t`j`:implcs   wli,iclt   {,!t{i-\\J    (low   r,a`pii;tl:L`~iti    is   an

I     ,.'ftj{|rtal    i\.  crt`iit.

:`,.         ``'t   `,I,```     i   `i`,     Lilt      `i!i.OtJLi:s;   t;r   (jii`   ti\,rijji    "ine:m``   (`t±

`roductj(}ri"    ancJ'   " s()c`jr`_],1   Prc`Cll`et"./

'|.       tio`.`t   v\u`)ij|iJ   };{)i.I,rt|i``\\tiuj`   thi`s   |{;rl(i   (/1`  a]{;u}|lcilt:     "Cap-

:.atists  havc'  a   right  ro  own.   aiid  ct,tlitrctl  factoricJ`I``  and  i]attlrfil

L`sL)urcc.,c,    ,mcl  the  right   [o  in,ike   pt~ofits   rrcHii  .i}Ic   products

ocsL`  tltLHIlg`\   TJrocl't)Ct',       Ti}cy  `~'orlL`  for   tlii`ir   ptofitc  --    l!li{lk  of
`':`>   v,Oi.t)I.     i`iskt,     i`rc..    rh;`T   t]Icy  tt.j!{L`.       .sociaii`ts  `ijL!s{   \ty'ant   to

e,:it   iltit`7   `ilii    c{ipit.ili`t`.t.Q   wh,it   ]s   r.igli[fi`i!1y   thejfs.  "

f>¢        'il\'}}L]`i     ;``   \\7ri`|n8   \\JitL}   till-i   claim   ?h.:\t    humEii)   i}Llti.ire    is   an

]s(``irt`rrr\h[t`'   01)a,tacle  t``j  li}c.   i``oc3'.llist  g{)al.:1  of   cF.|u,1lity'   tlnd
•t-(_td(`nil'     +-iupp()rtc`rs  {)f  this  +posit,ion  claiii-j   thai   lli€'   example

I  tl}(`  USSR  supports  t!-Icir   arguliierit.     \.\rliaf  caii`set}   tbf,I
'im{ilcit;{tn   f>T  cle]Tiocrdc}i-in   i;ie   uLssp`  `Iit{.:i`i    staliT]f`      -\i`7j}y

J`u!d    it    be   virtutilly    i(n!}O.s.e.T'   !i.    [`:;`.   sur.Ij   <`    t.!L>\7¢L`?i`p`nLr}t.   LO

\=f..Tir   :}Tl iJi.   I.1    `<Ot:,ia !i5t   rcv`)1utii>rl   ii)   t}ie   us,.A.I.?

.         i-L^,\     `.,v,``„,;`:     ,     :i     ,.zJTj"    .'|{i;,{tti.L``7`    ,``tul   ii}{jTii`qi.ry   Tim{,jr

t:1rkers  control  affect  the   pririritie`Q  ()I  procluc[<`on?     The
'r\;'elopment  ff  Tlic   r)rt`duiJ iv{`'   for(:es?     '^`i`,l`'ing  c()I`di{ions,?

ic.`   `'it[jtuc}c`   o1`  v`'oi.I+ers  t`(t\\'^iJLrd   theji.  jo}`)s`,?      How   w`1ulci   it

Fj: in,\[i'  i`bstf`clcs  lo   sticLri.1,rtrogr€J``s?

7.       W[i\t   d€:I   rrsv.>tutit.7fiary   `¢`]c]a!i,>t``  upr!{`jsi'   ever)'   I)c`rin}J'

La_I   [[}e   tJ.  `r`T.     go\tc`r}im€„`   srtfh~`,ild`   {t)[   milit<`\ry   r,Lii`posc`s?

;I,r|l    \\;oL]:(i   .i)c   tt|c`   b,'is`is   r`  1`   [bc'   il.I[(rm'J.{i`\Ill}.i    |X)1)Cy   0{   a

) c. i c,, I i s t   r ( , .i,. i I ) ] 1, ?

`3.       St`i`i`ali`.Ts  con{c'nil   th;jt  I.icism   is  iiir   inhc!.c{ir  to  lm}iian

:+.lure,     I+:1:    ic   fi.a   (tHi.8ft-t\~'[h   t`f  ci-ij`italiL`l   i'ctinomLc   and

c?i.i}   T`i   ``.33  i:   ;]Li'  ,       !row    is   this   sho`'`in   b}J   the   cxp€rieri`ce``   `?t~
!`£`cl`:``.      t\``,'   I    -\  L`     ,\FLj:'i.it.``Iri`t   ;?Ticl    cb{c`€i!ios   `i!i   t}tis   count.}`y?

`J,        [1`'```  `   rJ')('-i   thc>    jr}riv{tlf`:   ,i?rop€rty   L``}Ts€,an   i!€`{L]rmin;   1}lt-.I

jLti`   c}r  `^it\r!T}`-'n   jtt   soci€rv?

`    `t`c`,i .,,. I    LC  L\,`.`>t    i;l`~iL    tL   l`;f`    `:``    €i    `irrL``-=    and    ciemt`,`-

{`.:ric  co`inlr.y  bccausc  theri'  arc.  e,1ectinns  a,nci  civil  libertie±.

"  I    tLic   mfij(```rity   acrittill,\'    riL3ii    T}`,i\    :`Lnif i`i`l    r~it!'3t®+`l\?      ||Ow    is   it

clc{uclll}:  r\jn   by   {t   `i)?a}-i   milt(i.ricy  ot.  capita'Listi``;      Tiow   Li.rt,

L1.  S.    for€`,igl+  `iiid   et`.or[omic   po]ieics  di`CeriT)inecl?     Wi}at   ,
'^.'atcrgate,    {l`e  Vic`tp^arii  \\Irir   arid   electi()n   laws  rcv€`al  ;i]i

(1elnr`ej`.Icy   ill   Art.|``1.ic`a?     How   tr\'i'rc   th('`c(i   c}v31   iibc'mc`+   '

`:xi`r.   gaii}i'd    .'iiitt    L`'`,`\,'    fiavc`   irlc}f   bc`eri    I-,`ie>ei\J€~LtTJ

LL.      Gi\i.c>   {\(Iine,  €`.{a!Tir`1c>s  i`f  the   bro<id{if   a(tncer7t   of

cjemoc.rf\c.y   i_I)`'it   :`{iciciljstLi   {i[t'   sf.('kiLi`5   jrl   all   ftsp€ets  01`   f.`i

ical,    c`conomic  and  social  life.      \\J`!iy  clo  st)ci:il}sts  gay  T!

mai}y  pet>plc  wht]   ai.a  iiot  iuvol.veil   iri  r>oliljc:`  i`inc!er  c`£T`'I

ism  will  b€   ac{ivc  partjcipan{s  in  d,i`L`ussi'7n_i  ai}J:I   dcc;`j"

mflking   in   .1   s(;C.ialis.I.   sr}Ciety?      Dii   })r{:`tiit)tit   ri`volLitioT}Q    i\

rn['}SS.S{rligglc'S   givcji  tis   .any   €x`-tinp-Le`,  t`f  i).`j\i``   t}iic   \\fi||   erf

]2.       Anti'c()i}]miiiiists  {'iccosc`   sc>cicilj{`\f.>   oi.`  wanting,   r.

dc`si-ro},I   fret_.d(„Ti  ant.i   individuality.      \\'ti,'it   c!Ii  capit:`1ist  `

mean  b}'  freccl{)in  .Iud  indiviib}ali{y?    How   are  rc'al  i-ret`i

find  indiviulualir.}>  stined   under  c`.;.:pitalism  {ind   liow  wor` ,

flowi`r   in   .15ociztlis{   sr}cicii.y?

1,?.       `^'by  czi\.i't  lhc   Re)iiiblii`an   ,ind   I)iiT!oc`ratic   i`ttf``ri I `

vehicles  1.or  riiridalil€`rital  cha{tg{-`   iTi   this  ccuntTy?     i,\Tlio
^iht:st`i    rj{`;rtic-`s   r,.i.it'``ilri.£:f        \`,t7[!Lh      `L``    hit,    L{>li.,    tif   ;lL`.sL     t.,{LLti

the  capitalist  co}Igr€sS  in   I)re`Qerving  minorit}..  rule  in  lt``.

U[  S``   ?     Wb{l[   is  €lii-I   I.i`ilc  tif  p€LiLrl€`   like   George  McCTo\;(

Ron  I)el]ums  or P`amsey  Clarl{,   wlio  s.`ty  they  can  make  `

parties  r]iore  rc.spr)nQi\Je  tt)  the   Pet)r>le?

Class  r2.       Tltc'  C`jL`ji'cti\.e   Bctsj``  our   L`j}e   5itrug£1e   for   `9lci{1`l_,Lsj-ire
T[ie  Commimjst  M,inil`csto,

and  Fnge!s,    {Pathfinder  Pre`ts,   S. 75)

byM`1r-Y

`frociatism  on  Trja!,

testimony  of .I:}mes  P.   Ca{inou.    pp.17-I.14,    (Pathfind€`}'

$2 . 2 5)

pl cJ in €-nt;i I \7   Rti [q ti

of  I:I't-,   W()rl\,j'.n

f`'rom   Tile   l{evoFi.{t_5ctiiaL`v   IJ`t``rert\

Cl[i+`s.    (P£[l]fint(.jr,    .$1.45)    bv   grn€`tr   Mfi

and   CTcorgt?   Nt_\v£Ick:      "Cfin    L'`i,}`ii/`:ric,t\n   Wijri<cf5   M.i3{`     ct

Socialist  Rc>volution, "   by  Geoi.ge  Novack,    pi).   40-i34

Questioiis:

i.       Part   1  uf  the   .t\JJa[}iit3sto   1.tegiii5  wi.t}:   t[I{_``   '3tcil€n`teT]i.
'`Thc`   }]istory  (tf  all  hith€`rto  existing  s(jcicty   is  tti,e  h]sttt}`}

c.toss  struggle.  "     Why  dt,`  M.!rxists  say  tliftt  triis  is  the  oril

w£`y  to  adequately  iixplain  histc\ry?    Hov\'  do``s  this  view

explain  the  struggles  in  the  woi.tcl  tt)t]ay?

2.      Did  c.1pi€ali`et  society  alwz`ys  e,v.ist?     Hot\J  clid   it   i'

into  beil]g?     Wha.t  dcles  tj'Ie  proct3I:`s  of  its  devt`.1opment  }

bJic,atc'   ti.bc`ui.  Ttje  clairm  of  c`ripit,{` list.   rji.r)pagai}di.`sts  th,1i.  `

s}-stem  is  etem3i?

3.      How   i]as  the  bo`irgeciisis  "rc;`r,gc>d  the  weapons  tt}:

brillg   de;.a.th   t.a   it:I(.'lf.    illli'i   "``:,€:.L`  .1   L,\{,   ``.:r.|``t|..I,c,.   I,.i    „  +

arc  to  wielc!  these  wear)ons?"    How  c}oes  the  history.  of t`
'v`Jorlij   siTice    191?    €md   `iljt?   Iii.f`rory   t.!f  the   i`lail£,   ``{rl`8glcJ   1



U. S.   (lcmonstr.ile`  this  process?
Zt.     WhcTit  is  exploitation?

a.     Why  is  the  prolc't€`riat  the  t>nly  truly  revolutioriary'

cl:ics  in  c.apittilist  society?    Why  is  no  orhc`r  class  c,ipabl`c  ()t-

builcling  a  socialist  socj.ety?    Wh.'lt  {`hoiit  [lie  niiddle  cl{}ss?

Can  it  be  an  €\ lly (if the  workin[J,  class?
6.     The  Manifesto  .Says,   "the  theory  tjr the  Comn"iiists

rii{ty  b€  si`iinm±d  ijp  ill  the  single  scntcncc:    Abt>litioii  ol`

pri`.late  I)ropetty.'.      Wb,1t  is  nieiii[  by  this?    n`es  r.his
n}i.an    tl]c  exprupri.1tion  (t`L. the  ))crftinal  property  of the  mass-

€s  (i){)iT}es,    c{ir`s,    TV   sets,    etc`.  )  or  ()f  srr}all  businesse`<  and

f{|rm` ?    IJtiw  c}oes  Cannon  t}cal  witli  this  question  in  his  tes~

I,`mony?

7.     Marx  anc!  mgel`S  ``tate:    "Ttie  executive  of the  modh
ern  ``tate  is  but  a  comrnittce for  lrH±naging  the  c`L>ir]iT}rjn  af-

fair.a  of  ttie  whole  bou`gei{)sic. "     [J()vi'  does  this  h_elp  iis  to

unJt..rstand  tlie  U. S.   gt}verrimen[?    Cannon  adds to  this  by
staring :    "Go`'€rnm€nts  <irc  primarily  ir]str`}ments of  repres-

sion  of one  class  against  anor.her. "     How  clo  tll{.  €ictivities of
th€.,   U.  S.   go`'€rnmcnt  ileml`nstrate  th}s?    Are  its  clclimri  to
'.net,itrality"   in  labtir  dis.r)utes.   elc. ,   justif`:cd?    Does  the
''dc`mocracy"  of the  ^m€rican gt.t\'ernmi'nt  contradict this

definition?

`°,.     Socialists   have  stated  that  the.ir  aim  is  to  r€pl:`ce  the
lxji`rgeois  ``tate  with   a  dictators.nip of the  proletariat.     What
doi`s  this  mean?    []ow  cl()cs  the  us€`  of the  term  "dictat`)rship"

!icre  differ  from  the  com]non  u.sc  of the  term  "dicl.titor`stiip"
to  describe-brutally  repressive  rl'ginies  T[iat  c}eiiy  all  demo-
ci.atic  rights?    Js  a bourgeois  state  (c'ven  a  democracy) the
dictatorship of ft  c.1.1ss?    Why  is the  dictatorship of the  ,nrole-

tariat  consistcnl  with  a  qualitative  widening  of dc`mocratic
rights  fc`r    the  masses?

r).     Socialists  have  been  acci}sed  t)f advoca[].ng  violence

to  LQchicvl.  their  goals  based  on  tl]e  Manifesto's  statemeilt
ttiat  the  abolition  of capitalism  "can  be  obtained  oiily by
the  forcible. o\'crthrow  ot all  existing  social conditions. "
tiow  cloes Cannon  cxpr]sc  the  falseness of this charge  in
Socialism  on  Trial  ? Wlicre
1encc  ?

1().     On  pages  89-96  of

cloes  {i€  place  tb€  blame  for  vio-

Socialism  on  Trial  Cannon explains
the  methods the  capit.ilist.c have  employed  to  in,Ike  a  peace-
ful transition  to  socialism  impossible.    How  did  the trial of
thc`  Trotskyists  in  1941,   and  recent   goverriment  practices.
vcriry this  anal.ysis?    flow  did  the U. S.   govcrnmcnt deal  with
a  legally  elected  Criilean guvemment tl}at  ]nerely  proclaimed
socialism  as  a  long  range  goal?

11.    Why does  Cannon  say that  after  the  socialist revolir
rion  the  state will  wither  away  and  be  replaced  by  purely
atlministrative  coul]cils?    W}iat  has  blocked  this  process  in
tlie  Soviet  Unioii?

12.     What  clocs  tlic  Ma.riifest(]  have  to  say  about  the  posi-

tio!i  of vi'onien  in  c[ipitalist  society?    About  racial  oppression?
13.     Wily  is the  C{7mmunist  Manifesto  written  as  an  inter-

n.irional  document?    Why  is  worl{ing-class  internationalism  a

n€,c`,,a,sity?

C1[1s`s   .`.+.      H(tw   to  Fi ht  For  Socialism  --t}ie  Metht.td  of tj7
Tr{}nsit'it)nciL

j±s_q±i_ii`ed   ltc. aq iT28 : From  The  Transitional  Plo ram  for  So
i`st  I?`evol.jtioii :    "The  Role ol-the  Transitional  Pritgram  in
Revolutionary  Proc,ass,  "   by  Geo}-ge  Novack,   Tip.   32-71  (P<-

f}ritler.   .¢`2. 45,   also  availabtc  in  Education  for  Socialists  t`

1eriti,   S. 4 0):  How  to  Makc`  !i  Revot`ition  in  the  tJnited  .St€:

by  Peter  Cami``io,   23  pp. ,   S. 25

frJaps_n±a_I__y=l}.e¥|_inLfl: F`rom  Tile  Transitional  Pro
Socialist  Rt`.volution:    "The D€atll  Agony of Capit.llism  ai
the  Tasks of the  Fc>urth  international. " pp.   79,~112

Questions:

i,     Why  are  thi-nidsses  decisive  for  n]aking  a  socialist
ri.volution?    What  i§ wrong  with the ultra-1ef:s   approac.h
minority  actions  to  educate  and  spark the  masses into  actj

?,.    Why  is  it  important  that  struggles ai.ound  particulaj
demands be  conceived  as  "bridges"  between  the  preserit c
sciousness of the  riiasses  and  the  socialist revolution?    Gil
examples of this approach.    What  is wrong with  going  to
masses with  a  demand  I'or "  `focialism  now"  or "All  mdoc'
in.list  go communist! "  ctc. ?

3.    Novack describes the transitional  program  as not c`
ti  list  itf slogans and  demands  biit  a  method.    What  is this
iirethod?    How  does  it  difl`er  fundamentally  from  the  conc.
or reformists  and  ultralefts?

4.    What  is meant  by Camejo's staterT}ent  that the  car,
ta`ists in tile U. S.   "can  rule only through maintaining  ill
sions?"    Discuss the  statement  that "their  (the  capitalists'

power  is  limited  by  the  fact  that the  mass of the  people I
lieve  in  free  speech,   in  free  assembly,   and  in  democrac}
How  does the  approach  of the transitional  program  .Help t}
vitorking class  in  fighting to  defend  and  extend these  right
and  at the  same  time  help to destroy  popular  illusions abt
capitalisnl?

5.    Define  and  give  exampl.cs of:  a) democratic  dem<`

@}  imiT]ediate  dema{ids;  (3) tran8itjonal demand.s.     Vliy
revolutionists  support all  three  types of dcm;inds?    How  c!i
revolutionists  cl]oose  which  demand  to  raise  at  any  givcp.
time?

6.    Why do  democratic  dema[ids have  sucli a  powerfu
revolutictnary  dynamic  in  colonial countries,   fascist  cout]
tries.   and  in  the  Stalinist-dominated  worl{ers  states?    Wii>,
has been  the  character  of the  central  demands  in t`hc Russ
Cl]inese,  c`nd  Cuban revolutions?

7.    What has been  the  impact  of struggles  around  den
cratic demands on the  class  struggle  in the U. S. ?    Iiow €
democratic  struggles  nike the  struggle of Blacks  for  the r
of self-determinati()n,   or of women  for  i.ull and  uncondit
equality)  lead  to  a ctiatlenge  to  the capitalist  system  as ;
wl)ot€?

8.     In  struggles  around  any  i`ssue  or  delnand,   revolijti(.



ists  use  `)r{jletari`1n  methods  of  struggle.     What  ,'.ire  s`ich  me-
thods?    How  has  thc'  distinction  between  pro}ctarian  {'iiit}  re~

i()rmist  t'»  ultraleft  metl}`)ds  of struggle  been  demi)nslrated
in  rec.ent  ye,ars?

9.     tw'hy  `'ire  tile  demands  for  a  sliding  .qc{`]e  or wag`es

Lr]nd  a  sliding  scale  ol` 12ours  linkc`d?    What  problems  do  the`qe

demands  si)eak  to`?    Why  do  these  deimnds  lead  to  a  shar|)  c()n-
frontati()n  I)etwecn  the  workers  and  the  capitalists?    Wh.y  do
they  seem  reast)nable,  .and  democratic  to  the  workers?    Wti_y
can't  t}ie  capitalists  concede  to  these  dem<1rids  i-or  very  long,

even  if  :tiey  imke  concessio[is  in  a  given  in`staiicc?    Why

docs  the  struggle  for  these  demands  push  the  class  toward
creating  orga[is of workers  power?

10.     I)iscuss  the  same  questions  as  in  qui>stion  9  in  relation
to  the  d3i-r]and  ft)r  o])ening the  books of the  ctipitalists.     How
can  this  deinand  bc`  linked  to  tile  dema[ids  for  a  sliding  scale
ttr wages  and  hours?

11.     Tl}e  Transitional  Program  tipens witli  the  statement
that the  central  problem  of the  working  class  is the  crisis  of
lcaderst]ip.    What  is  the  crisis of leaclership  and  how  is the
transitional  pl.c)gram  a  weapon  for  solving  it?

Class4.     TI)c  stru le rot  Socialist D€rmcrac in  the  Wc>i.k-

ers  `Sra[es

tlie  Soviet  B1.oc

The  Stru \e  for  S()c.ia.list  Dcmocrac
by Gus  Horowitz  (Pathfinder  Press.   S. 60);

The  Transitional  Pro ram  for  St-jci&1ist  Revolution,
102-106,   by  Leon  Trotsky  (Pathfinder  Press,   $2. 4<[j)

Supplemci]tar Real'in

Pages

:   From  The  Revolution  Betra

(Pathfincler  Pre.`s,   $2. 95):    "Social  Relations  ill  the  Soviet
Union, "   rtp.   245-256;  "whither  t[ie  Soviet  Union, "   pp.   284-

290;  From  Samizdat   (Pat]ifi!idc`[.   S'{3.  95),   Introduction
George,  S3unders,   pp.   ]5-44

Questions:

I.    What  was  the  c.haracter  of-the  regime  tn  the  USSR
under  Lcnin's  lead€l.sliip?

2.     Vi'hat  is  the  S[alinist  bureaucracy?    W'nat  changes  d].,d

Stalin's regime  ir`troduc`c?    What  werc.  the  conditions that

niade  possible  the  rise  to  power  of a  bilre;\iicratic  caste?    Was
Slatinism  necessary  i!]  order  for  the,  ltssR to  in:`k€,  a.conc)miL`
acivances?

3.     Why c}o  wi-call  f{ir  irol].[ical revolution  in  the  Soviet
Union  and  othcir  Stalinizcil  workers  s[a{es?    Why  don't  we
crlll  for  social  revolutions,   as we  clo  in  c.ipitatist  countries?
\J`.t'h}/-  is  it  wrong  to  argue,   as  tlie  Maoists  and  some  others  do,
{bat  !lie  Sovi{.t  Union  is  ''L`apitLilist"?

4.    What  chcinges have  occurrecl  since  1924  ir}  the  condi-
tions that  Lilll`wed  thlJ  b`jrt3aucratic  caste  t{) rise  to  Fewer?

H{)v.'  have  thc`Q€  c}ianges  affccre{Ji  the  outlook  or the  iTlasses

in  t,h€   Sl.alinizi'cl  workt`rs  s.tates?

5.     Wh€tt  a.Ic  qi`me  of the  di'riia.n_d"  that  the  workers  have

been  piitt-il]g  rot.wai.d  in their  sti.uggles  againsr  llie  bureau-

cracy?    Wl`at  kind`c ilf organizational  forms did   the  wtir!`{e

d€ve[oj)  in  their  struggles  in  Hungary  in  1956?    In  Czecho{

vakia  in  1{}68?    in  Polap.d  in  1970?    What  tike`y  chages  wo

a  political  revolution  intri)duce  in the  economic  prioritie,I
tl]e workers  `states?    How  would  the  economic  plan  be  dew
ed?

6.     }I`1w  would  you  answer  the  Stalii}ist  claims  t`nat  at

tempts to (jverthrow  the  biireaucracy  by the workers,   polit
dissent,   and  even  artistic  nonconformity.   ope,n  the  door tt
counterrevolutit)n  alld  should  be  crushed?

7.     We  support  the  civil  liberties  (tf artists  and  intelle(
in  tlie  workers  s[atcs,   even  when  they expi.ess reactionary
ideas,   as  in  the case  of Aleksandr  Solzhenftsyn's  most  rec
st{..tcments.     Why?    What  was the  Leninist  policy towards
ists  ancl  writers.   even  during  a  civil  war  against  outright  {
terre{'olutionary i'{lemies?

8.    Wliat  is  the  attitude of revolutionary Marxists tt)  th
rights  of  pelitical  tendencies  and  parties to  exist  in  a vL.or't
state  and  why?

9.    Iiow  important  are  demrinds  for democratic  rights  .
Iy to  be  in the  pol.itical  revolution?   What  is our  position
freedom  or speeich?    Freedc>m  of assembl}r?

10.    What demands would  a revolutionary  Marxist  lead
ship  in the  workers  states  put  forward on the rights of woll.

tl.    W.hat  is the  rrosition  of revolutionary Marxists on t'
riglits of oppressed  nationalities  in the  Soviet Union?

t2.    What role  have  students  played  in  c`ntibureaucrati`
st [ugglcs?    What  kind  of deinands have  they  made?

1.3.    What has  experience shown  about the  ability of tb
biireaucracy to  reform  i.tsclf or  to  lead  a  struggle  for demi
cracy?    What  `^.ere the  lessons of "de-Staliniza[ion"  in  th,
Soviet Union?   Of the  Czechoslovak  reform  movement  of

14.    Why do we think the  working class  is the  only  fo`rt
capable of overthrowing  the bureaucrat:ic  caste  and  insti[i
social.i`st  democracy?

15.    Why  {`re  political  revolutions  in  the  Stalinized  wL\
states  so  import.1rit  for  the  world  rev{>lution  as  a  whole?

Class  .5.     Stalinism  \Jcl.sus  R€\,'olutiona[ Internation{ilism

_P_e_q_i_I_ir_€_9__lif;j±S!j±&:    " Imperialism,   Detente,   and  the  Class
Struggle. "  by  M.try-Alice  Waters,   in t:li.e  November  1974

frotemational  Soci&list  Review:  from  Nixoii's  Moscow  and
king  Summits ,   by Joseph  Hansen  and  Carolina  Lund:   "Ri
of the  Soviet  Betrayal of the  Vietnamese  Revolution, "  pp
8i  (Pathfirider  Press,   S.  60)

plcinentar Readin From  D mam].cs  of World  Revol`.

|S;:!±];:   "Tile  Unfoltling New  World  Situation. "  pp.   75-1
(P€\tlifindcr  Press.   $2. 25)   From  The  First  Three  lnternatit
"Stali!iism  clod  lnternationalism. .'  by Fred  Feldman,   pp.

204  (Pathfinder  Press,   $2. 45)

Cll-,€,sti()Its:

1.     W!ial  is  i-htJ`  {lieory  of "socialism  in  one  country"?



i`   ;il   t.ollli}l.``tely   uilrc.1tisljc?      \\.'ii.}J   i`Q   ic   in{`oi`ri'i`t   tu   siiy   {l!-:It

(h{.'   SQ\'iiJt   [Jiiion   or   :ii)y  (tther   ex.istiiig  worke:.s  :I.`ic   l!+i„c`

at`  i!ic\'t`J   social.i.c:i)1?

`.i       w}ittt   i,s  tile   Lstal`f!ii`r  tii`Lttr;yJ-`}i   |],`iitc`'riil.  c`,Oc,xrstcric4.I?

\.\r!i:`.i    {[``i`   tJicJ   bii``jc`,   j``:I)1ic`i{.`s    lil    rl)js   rlii.ttr}/?       Wj!}'    c:in't   tliLi    j]ir

i-)i`ii€rLi`tt`   livl'   {lt    i)c`rlc('   with   the   \t'()rkcr`   St:±tc,s?      lTow   £I1-i`   Tliis

tliLi`r,\/.   t\l)(i   tbc`,.  the(u.y  fJf  ".`ocj{tli.`m   in  unl'   i`oi.miry"    1±ir`kccF?

I lct.\.,J    :`r{.I   tliey   u`i`(i   to   ju``tify'   bc`ti..`LyLl l`   ()}.   i-{Jvt`l`it.it`.i?
'L        \.\'hat   i``   j.e\ri)l`i{io7lzlr}'   mtc'rmicioilLa`ii9llr      \J\/lly    i,``   1'l}il   i=llc'

(nj!`'   rt'.'i[Lirjc   it()1i{`.y   i()r  tl)e   wolkj!}{_`,   clf\s`<  To   aci)ic'`'c    soci:il

pr£):L{j`e.`s  i]nu   t:Ie   end   t)I  i,\/Till.`r>?      W`htlt   i\i'e   tl)tJ   H`.'`in   iiifrert.'iic€``

be,.L\\rcon   ri.Voli}tjouary  int['rli`1ti.(.)T2tllimi   i..riii   lLite   L`Lllinjsr  t}ii',-

'`\rit-\?

``1.       ,'\i.|`   tbi>   St`ilinist   i)oliciet`   in  llie   intl'I.t3sLQ  (tf  tllc`   wi)ck-

e[.i  `t`,."c"`?     Why   f„   the   hijtt.`{Htcr{i.ts  a±'iaitJ   of  hirt!it.`r  gaills   for

tilt.   \\,(`'l,J   fl  \,.\)I,Jti()n?

fi.       IJc>\dy'   ilo   tliii   rxjlici/`..:   Of  tthc   currcii`it    1,t`ciilLli`s   I,`l   E}it`    l`Ovil.,i

{iiiii-in   ::ni!   Chi}Li   i!.ijTi`r   rriim   t.`{Ic)``,i`   iif  tjit`    i,`tt\.il't   i.t_>giri)..`   \inJJer

'„  ,,'l,I   lln(I   T,(,i,,ky?

:i.       Wli:/\t   i`;  t}tc'   tJctc'nti'.?     Wb`ir   <.t[c  tbc  soi`1s  of  tht'   So`'ier

an(i   c!::Lni  I.`c    bi`ir€`:\iicr:it:,   in    cb{'>   diL<i`c'7iil.?      \fty.:'ii\t    ``re   tl}t`'   go(\1s

{Tlh   \'T.   (=L     ii`ji`(riciii`|`i?      I-|L`w    w{\s   t|ic   c.our.Ici`!-i'volutjomr}r  ntl-

turi    t)i   T1)t`    tjt>t€Iitcl,   rc'.,'ctilccl   I.)y  I.hc.   \\)c`]c.om{J   gj\'iri  t\Tixon   n

},J\`iti``cL`,\,    .'`ittl   }'t>hiiig   zit   tlicl   heig!iL   or  tliiJ   !7tjmbj!ig   tji-Vic.tijtl`m

{1l`ti'   hy   tljc`   >`tib!t`ti`ii'r!t   "p+.`;tci`"    a`t.:rcu]}r.tnt?      \v'!iy   is   i[   iilcrJr~

r`.'|.i    tit   c;i'Ll   tliiL   figrc{`mf=!iT   a   vj.t.`tliry,  £`,s  ii3c   `qti`l.inists  do?

7.       Wily   c:tli'1`   tbi`   ilf~-itente   .r)rc.vc`Iit   w.1r?     H{}`s  t!1e   attitude

t)i   tlic   fit,'ili}ii€`ts`   ri.ii{ic  t'm    i"pi`rialisTs  1{;ss   :`blJ=  or   ,tilt.`rc'   bes-

it:iiil   t(i   {3o   t{`j   w  tl.r`'      Wh"   ;`s  t}ii`   pi.i`v`it-ju{`   ti'``,i)rd   ()f  1.hc`   irob(`y-

(}|-}]€.``(`t?iiiTL   I:Oc`-\}st  {ric€    i}i[   })rc`vc`nting   \\  ars,1'(H`   irlst:lllcc`,     `'`n

th `.I     i :,):-:,.'.`'s?

tt}.       can   t`iit.`   `ietc``iite   jnitt   an   c-mJ   io  i`t3\JtjliiTit}!`i{ir,v  `ij)su[8cs?

i).      Why  (lo  tl}{-'   lit,ilii`,ii's  o{   socia`Lism   in  t)I)c  cot`i]:r}   t'lllil

p€```icc.!`il   (``o€`xiste!lcc.    lecl(I   lt>gici`11y   [o  c(`nJ15c[s   bt``twcc'rr

v,i{`,r}{``rt``   `t,i[c+i   -~     1ik(J   tli€J   \t`inct-Sovi`i`t   srilHr   -.-a!3il   !iov``.   t!o

tlit .`c   dill isioris  aid   llze  jmr}eria[ist`S?

1\).       It   is   lc'g[tin-I.itc   itucl   ncc`c6sary  for  worl{ci.i:   i;€atc`{;   ro

set-l`   lra`'J€   .ilicl   (Lil)tom.:``tic   I`ctLllioiis  with   C`i\pjlct[i`<t   fy`i\\.crs.

Wlia[  c!L`  I.i`v{3'Lliitionists  objcJct.  to   in  t[ie  w{\y  the   Si3vic.t  and

C[tilii[\c'   \ei`Ic`lc{.Qbi]n.i  clo  tllis?     lTiw   clocs  tbcir   cL,lil.se  ci)ntl.ast

`^tjr!!  TJic  w;iy  the   `Ct`i)v`jet  L1;-!ic.n  tmdcr  Lc.nin   <iiii!   Trotsl<y  went

<3l>ti`,it   sitcb   de{ili!igs  v+'illi   t!ic   iiTir)eriat.ist``?

i  `1.      wily  (lo   `'ic!vi)c.'``tcs  t`f  pt]aceflL]i  c`ocxislenc€   .1nit

socLil.Ism   in  oili.  c(jL}r}try  ac!v(`C:`tt!  cl:tss  collitb`)r,3tion   in  their

r)wli   C`()i}ntric'`   (ct}€\l}.ti,?n   g{)vc.rnmL'!}ts  wjtli  the   I)out.g{.ioisi``,

silpport  tt-)  (`apitaljst  ,riartjt`s  lj.!{i'  the  Dcmocr;tis,   ''anti!nono!rol}r

cii.'i`Litiom,  "ctc.  )?     \\Jhy  do  `€uc(i  policies  f<til  to  prcvcllt

I.t~;icr].tin,    [epr€``c`ior!,    st>xisin,     Tfi.cism   :`nd   a!lljliil)c>r   polici€s?
`\\/ !i,\   c.iri   I,he   uJorkir)g   c`1as.s   iiclilt:'vc`   Its  go.1.1s  t)I]1}J   tlir(``.Igh

i`f;mr`lt`ti`   indtj!tc{irJ€mce  or  t]ic  bt>urgi`t]isic7     Wh;il  ttrc  [lie

lt  ````f7ns  Or  c}!it``   in   tJjis   rc,g...ird7

1`/,      1lov`   il!.c`  tbr.I   |rolicies  ol.  peacet-ul  C`r)('xistcl]ce   tin(I

Soc`i€tlism   ill  one  c{)untry  rt:`flcctc`{1   ill  tliLT   i`tlicics  of  t`lii]

`Coi]riniunis[   l`;``rty  arld   ttic.   Ywl,i,?     Why  clrc.   tl}i`St'   r>(`licji'`

t'\gi\inst   the   iT-Iterr.sts  `jf  [lie   ,^`.Tiii'ric.1n   \\7()rkers   `'ii]d   their

.iFics?     Wh:it   i>olic`ii.``  dot;i.  rile  YSA   counccrpr>se  tt`]  their  st£`iids?

Clziss  rt. j'\   Mz\rxist   ,J\ D)I.()ach  lo  the  I,abo.r  Movi'fTi{'!it

Pi'`iujrci!   !{ciicljp,g:     "Nt.'\t'   M.ciotLi  in   thc'  Working   Class.  "

C;irt:`11.jr)ill.lil   in  tl)|`  Novc'il)be`r    l{r74   Iritc!.ii{itional   S{iciai

i?(.vi^i`w    {hL,.  7  ,:i):   Rcci`nt  Trend`  in  tl)e,  I,abor  .Movement  Ti>\,I

F{i.I.rcri   L!Olj!7s.     (Ei?iicciticm   l`ttr   sot+i.'j iistL;  l`;iillctiii.,    fj;.  rj{\),

I)P,    7-9,     pp.    L`)-:3,

antL'mc{itciiy;ieai`iing:: Innfttto!t:    \`Jhcit  1€  Is  anc!  Ht"`.,r

{=jj3J±±j±   by  i)icl{  Rob€'r[s  :urd  `Lim)a  Jen!iess  (r`atbfind('r,
`S.  `tl``=`,);   "Draft   Politiczil   l`c``oiuiion,  "   1 {r7,?   {iwp   T'tilitic``iL

i{esolurion   ill   Swl'  Discu3si()n   B'.}1tetin,    Vot`.ilm:   3-i,    No.

S;.  ,rjo,    e``rji`ci€\Lly  thLJ   f()l.loth.ii}g   scc.t{Qiis:     "TTle   f\`t)t!jti``il:

Rtil ing  Cl.1sS  Strat`'g}r" ;  " New   Stnjggles" ;  " Tbi'  r:`nn

WorL'ei.`.`   ``1ri]gglLe"  ;   '.  {nfla{ it>n   an(I   Mi`,it   J3oyc()t.i.'  ;   "Oiit-

A.is+`Ter"  ;   " GLiiert`1`   C!I:ii.acteristics  of  tli€?   !t{lcj`icaliz/.:`l  i()I.i

aliul   ".{lie   []rj()riE.`

C)uc,.`tiOr,s:
`1.      W)}at   £`re   CIIi'  ch.1ractc`,ristics  of  the  workiiig  cl.iss

t+lot  givi`   it  t]ii`  c<ipacity  to  lea{l  in  rhi>  cl`cation  or  ti  iie\;

sc)cicry.:'      i-low   Jt3i.s  tlic`,  A iT)i.fica,r`   vi'`)rl{ing  i:Lif.Q  comritirt

\lyjt.ii  `}tl}crs  in   tiic'  worlcl   in  p()tential   social   irov,Jc'r?

2,.      Marty  I.:3dic`,als  c,1ai}Ti€,(I  duririg  tl}e   .19fjos  tliat  t!ic

relii.t!\7e  prosperity  tif  tbt`  workc'rs  `.,`.ssiii.€d  that  {l}cy  woul`

iii'`'cr   clg:till   I)lay  ii   rc\.A)1iitioiiciry  iolc   ,sincL'  t}}cy  ]i,id   b('t
"tibst)rbecl"   iiito  tJic  capitali,`t  sti.uctm.e?    \\I'liat   m~:  the

f<`i}1cicies  of  thj`Q  tlitory?     \^.'l-iy  docs  tile  flat,ure  of  c;ir)iriil

societ}'  bar  tbL`  wot.king  cl,i`cs  i`',I.()in  bcc{)mi[ig  fcconcili'd

capitals-Srl,?

3o     What  i.;}ctors  ``ncctiiragc  workers  to   .iccci)I  tile   ctt'`.

q{io?    What  ff{ct{)rs  li<ic{  to  tbcii.  I..idical]zr.ati()ir?    Iiow   dt

tl!c'  Ycinkelovic!i  Survc.y  reveal  the  im,)<ict  of  tlle  antiwa

m{)vem``nt.    Blt'`i`\{  iri{jvc.incnt  .'`nd  wouiL.n's  m{)vc'mc`n[`i`i

the  consci{)usnc:ss  ot'  yc`ung  \`'(irtT`c,rs  toclay?

4.     \Miy  iJoe`Q  the  "liill  or  rig}it`"   foi]ght  by  yc>ijng  wi`

{`,cc().rding  lc.  `be  Y.1iikeiovich  su``vc`y-.    pr€`.sage  a  nc',w   w:i

i)I  mt'3 rts  v\'oi.hers   strtig,\-;1.€S?

t:i.      \\.'ti}i   is  the  riilj`ng  cla`QS`,  si'cking  to   lo\`Jer  the   ltvii

<tci{t(lards  t)l'  t}ic  M'orl`ers?     How   di`j   they  use   inflcltion   aul`

uncmploymt,^i}t  to  dt]  lliis?     Wh,v  dt)es  {liis  ma}{c  tlic',  cli.11

for   `<iicl ing   qcaT,es  ()f  hours   ancl  w{ig€`s  an  ii`ei7cc,ially   im]rK

I)art  (tj-.1  c.I:iss-strugglc.  progrci`m  for  the  uriioiis?
f.`,.      Wlic'il   is  tbc.  uTiii)n  bureaucracy?     {Iow  dc)es   it  dif,

from   :i  union   `le.ider`¢hiji  triat   i„s  declit`ateti  to  woi`l<`ing  t`l.

ir!t.ci.ests?    What  iQ  tJic  attitude  of tile  bure.iuc.racy  to  tb
+`:,.i`jt]loyers?    To  tlie  c+ipitalist  govemmcnt  and  tile  capi.

Pall.tic`S?     Iiow   C!O  these   rx)liciE`S  .eel   in  against  th€`   iiitercr

of  the  workers?    H()w   is  tl}is  conflict  re'flc.ctecl   in  €be  di

ing  response   of  I)itrc>Liucrats  ancl   ranks  to  th{3  I.ttl}iig  t``1a``t

(tlfensive.    foi`   in`tancc',    ill  t:licJ   Scin   r``r.ntnciQco  city  \`Jtjrki`

st I i !<.c?

7.       Wily  tit.i   rl!i`   uni\)iis   ,r>1ay   <i   dei:i`\ivi'   rt';Le   :\t   {liis   ti

in  tht.   wh`Hl{i:i`g`   c`1;iss   a``   a   wliole9     i.i,'liy   :is   it   ni'cc'ssa.r}.  ti`

build   ,.i   cl<?ss   .+trijggl<``    lt-'fl    ty'iiig`   1:ri   t!ic   i.]nitjii<9      Wily  c€)2J

the  uniim  biirt-1;`ucr,.+c`y  ri`form   ir`.]elf?



8.      Wii€tt  art..  the.  attit`iclc  of  [}ii'  i.op  bu[c'a`jcrats  toward

rl]c  i`pcci.11  problems  of wtin!en  ]{id  t)ppr€ssc`d  minorities?

\.\'hy  arc  These  attitudes  a  [brc'at  tci  tl'ie  working  ciriis:`  ;}t]  ,-.i

whole?
9.     Hciw  clrc'  the  struggles  Qf  Black  .ind  woiiicn  wc\r}{i'fs

s!]aking  up  the  u nior`.  rT)ov€ment  `q`  zi  wl.lola?    What  is  rhi:

at.ritude  of  rc}v{}lutionists  I.owaidQ  a  form.3tiori  like  CL{JW?

Ii`'tw  docs  thi`s  `ipproacli  di{-fe[  rr`1}T}  that  ol.  either  union  hii-

r€.:a`icrats  r`r  u!trcilcft  sectariar`.s?

i().     What  are  tile  d,ingcrs  o^f  pure  "bread  a{id  b`iLter"   il-

nic.r]imi.    as  €`c!tvoca[ed  by  the  b`}rca`icrats.   whicli  avotcls  the

ot!ic.I  issues  shaking  soci(.ty?    Wt}y  is  this  e,specialty  dangtJr-

ous  riglit  now  for  tile  American  Fecieratiitn  of  T¢:achcrs?
11.     Why  stiould  t.i]e  main  fire  of a  class  struggle  program

he  directe(`l  al  The  bosses  and  the  go`J`-:rnliient`ratlter  thcln  at

the,  uiiion  bureaucr;its?    Ho\fy  will  this  aid  the  struggle  a-

g:Iinst  tl]c  bure..}ucr.1t`?    H()w  do  rcformists  I.ike  the  Conr
mitr)j`¢  Par.ly  and  thc`   Social  I)`.`}|.}ocr:`t``  dit-1.er  froni  us  in

tl)cir  attittidc  tt)warcl  t(]e  bureaitcrats?    What  are  tilt-i  errors

ttr  the  ultraleft  `seetariar}`¢?

12.     wily  caii't  eacti  union  acting  alone  -~  or  even  oil
an  industry-by-irltlustry basis  --beat  back  thf.  £`tt{icl{  on
liviiig  st&njards?    Why  musl  such  +1  struggle  neccssdrily  be-

ccJmc  a  r*}1i[ic`al  `strugglc`  against  the  capitali`¢  gover}iment

if  it  i.s  [i\  .`ucc€`ecl?

t3.     Wily  w()uld  the  i-oi.mation  of`  zi  lab{}r  pa.rty  based

on  t}li`  u\}i()iis  bi'  a  step  forwarf.i  for  the  workers?    I.low  i..`

tl}``.3ir  struggle  cripp[€d  by  organi7,ed  labor`s  support  for  the

licJpiiblic{ins  .'ind  Dermcrats?    li.`)vt'  do  u7c'  answ€[  the

reformjst  argui}ietit.  thfi[  the  i-orm.itit)n  of  suc}i  a  p.1rty  w.ill
" isoldtt?"   the  workc,rs  fi.om  {)ther  sectioris  of the,  pe,rJul!`[ioll?

14.     Why-do  ilr}ion  bureauc.rats  oprx)se  a  labor  I.)arty?
`wh'hftt  a-Ltc'rnative  str{itegies  have  they  put  forw,1rtl  and  how

have  tliese  wor]{€c!  out  jli  practic.c?

Class7.     The  `qru 1c  for  Black  Liberati(}n

P.equiri'd  Reading:    From 13t<ick  Liberation  and   S()cjaljsm,
edited  by  Tony  T]iomas,   (l'athfiiider.   S£`. 45).   `.A  Tftliisi-

[ional  Program  for  Bl,ac`tt  Libcr{itioli, "     rip.   3:3-r]8;  rrojn

Prucee,din a of the  Tl)irte.enth  Y(}un

Ciii]vention.
Sociali``t  Nati{)r}al

Yt)ung  S()cialisl  li}teriial  Inform,.:\tion  }3L`11€.tin

Number  i  in  1974,   S.7f.:    "13tack  Struggle  Rc`,pr)rc,"   by

A,`ialik  I/iiah

Supplein`cntar P.€.act!tiri :    Fr(.'m

S)ci{{lism:    " Tb€`  Combilicci  Cliar{``cter  of the.

Black  L.iba,ration ;}nd

Ccm,jug
j`,rijt3rican  R€-,volution.  "   by  I)errick  M:]rrison,   pp.   1.'3-32;
•` Tlt€:  Ca``e  for  an  independent  Black  I-`olitical  Party,   !|p.

•5{`)-83;  From  the  hiterri.1.[i{)nat  S()ci.llist  Rcvi€w.   C)ctc}bci.

I_:-.;TL1,    qi.  75:     "Blcick  Libcr2ition Todav:    flt]w  Far  Hclv€.  We,
'.-:```mc   Si`iicL'  19fj4,  "   i)y  Derrick  Morrison

C`t!estil,ns:
I.      Why  do  rc'\Jc`lutionists  Tn;ikci   a   fLiiic}a!TicQ{u.L  {listinc`tion

betw{`cn  the,  nationalism  of  the  oppressc'cl   ant~j]  t}ic  `|.{!+tion€itisr?+1

iir  t't`€  oi>i7rcissor?     Wlj:3t   art/,  tl!e  oltjct`'.j\J€   I-o`,.1`  of  ftl.it',k

llil[iona`[ism?

2.      '`+"fly  (io  I.e\`oluti`)nists  sLii)irort  [lic  I.ig}`{  of  `c`clf-

clt`.[cr!iiiii:i[iciri  or  I}l{tc`.I{   p€oplt:?     ]s  fl.rat  lbc>   `f;amc'.   as  c`alll,

for  `scparatio[I?

3.     Wily  do  Black  pcoplc  ne€'d  an  indepei}dc.nt  m{)veil,

Why  iio  revolutionists  rcgarc!  the  coining  Amc'I.icon  revo[`

lion  cis  a  combined  rcvol.ution?
4.     Can  Black  people  be  liberated  tw`ithoiit  overtlirow}.

the  car)it`+list  system?

5.     W'liat  js  trie  rtjlc  t>f the  Demt>cr€`tic  Pcirty  in  tlie

Bt<1ck  community?    Wlio  does the  Democratic  Paf[y  serv.
an(I  how  doe.q  its  attitude  towarc!  the  Black  struggle den

olistrate  this?    W}iy  is  a  break  }.ICH-n  the  two  capitalist  |1:tJ

an  indispensable  step  ft)rward  for  the  Black  l]itlve,men{?
W}iat  woi`Ilc]   be  th€'  c`tiss  character  of  an  inde,pentlenl  Blr.

pc)I.irical   r>arty?    Ho\`J  w{`)iild  the  form.ition  of  such  a  p;irt
srur  inci`er>enJent  political  action  of the  wtjrk€rs  cis  a  whc

6.     Tile  dem£.nt.I  f{>r  Black  Control  ot. tllc  Blacl{  Com-

munity  i``  £`  demtjcratic  demand.     Vli€ir.  effect  c!ocs  capj

isr  opposition  tu  `Quch  dcm.'-inds  have  in  educating  the  r}).a

abt)ut  till.  reality  of capitalist  '.democracy" ?
7.     WT`at  dii,mands  does  "A  Transitional  r'rogrcirt]  for

B1.1ck  Libcra[ion"   put  forward  t{]  oi]pese  tlie  n,itiorla[  ant`

class op,r>r(:ssion  Blacl{  people  face  in  uHemploym€_'nt?    (

the  job?  Iu  the  schools  antl  univer``i[ies?    FroiT}  t}ie  rx)tic

[1ow  do  these  deman'js  relate  to  the  prcscnt  n€ecl`  arirJ  c`t
.veiousii€ss  ot.  the  Black  masses?    How  dc>  struggles  arou!it
[}``ese  c!emands  tend  to  Le,ad  toward  advancirig  thi`  social

revc)1.uticin?

8.     Why  is  it  wrt)ng  to  clai.in  that  s`iprx>rt  tJ`=`   r)rcferen.

lliring  divides  the  working  clast`.?    Hciw  can  ..T`c   a   ,`:.king

class  bc  united  against  the  ruling  class?    W"y    li .L'.:  racis

opposition  to  the Jem;md  for  ,rtreferential  'u7`  ,     iii-Blac.I

workers  tend  tci  sharpen  and  reinforce  tile,  cl^`i.I ``i{„  i-tf  th{

w{)r]{ing  class?

{).      IS  there   a   c()ntrad;.ction  bL|1``\yc.f`{i  sttr,       t   ,Lil.  t}|c  i

dependent  struggles  of  Black  p€orjlc,    .i`..`n'rt(      I  ;  1ljeir  rig

tt]   si`lt-~determjTt:itior},    Liiic}   siipi)ort   lci   `,   i`.-.I    .:i  |.1;i:`,s  .uni

c``g;ii.ist  c..ipitalis`m?     WIIat  is  the  dirfcier`L,`>     i`~,`,wecri  tbf`-

c:onccpt  {)I  w.orking  cla`rs  unity  cig..iinst  capi!..1.i{.sr:`i  found
"A  Tra.risitional  Progrcim  for  Black  Liberation'.   and  the

so-c.auec!  "working  class unity"  advocatcJ  h\,`  [+tc  Co.nr
muTii`q  Party?    By  the  an[i-ntltionatist  scc[arian.i?    What
€f{ect  (Jo  TIT.e  militant  struggleQ  of  Black  pe.tjplc  agaiT}st

their oppressioii  liave  on  the  vi-orking  class  as  a  wlio`ie?
10.     rlow  is  the  Communist  Party's opposition  to  iri-

dep€iiJclir  Black  political  action related  to  its  attitude
the  De,mocratic  r'arty  ancl  lo  [el-orming  catT)itatj:`'ni?

]1.     Hovi'  cloes  "A  Ti.ansitiolial  Progr,im  f{3r  [3Lick

LibeLlt.ion"   proj c`ct  thc.  socia'[ist  pcrspec`ti`-e  fur  [[i`e  £,tru

i-t)r  Black  libel.``,l[i.or,?     In  what  fundament.al.  ``Ja}.   i€   its  <i:

p[oa.ch  to  the  l}lack  srrugg-ic  dif>tinguisjicd  fr[)in  itlrfall'}-I
S!rategie£`?    Fr`)in  cl.1ss-collaborationi`¢t  approaciiis?



C[cLss  8.     WL`mcn's  Libera[ion  .1nd  the   Socj£`1tst  Re`J(}bi{ioi]

Fi_f:_flp_*C|RL±;j±S!±{3g:    " €¢Cialist  Revolution  and  tlic  Struggl.i.  rt]r

\/Vtimen.s  Liberf,lion, "   iri  lntema[iomil  lnt€mal  i)i.ftcussion

r}ilL1€tin,   Volume  lr},   No.   22,   S.  .50;  Froin  F€miriism  and

`c{>ci<ilism.   c`tJitcd by  Liiida  Jc.imess.   (Pathfinder.   S.I.  95):
"Why  Wctmcn's  Lil)eratton  is  Important  to  Black Won]en. "   by

Mti>:iiie  Wiiliams,    pp.   40~47:  ''Oucstit)n.I  anc}  Answers  {Jn  the

I.{iu.il  Nights  Amt.5ndmel][. "   by  Betsey  Stone.   pp.   63-71

Readin s:    F'rorll  Feminism  and  Socialism:
"The  I+`amiiy, "   by  I)ianrie  Fecley§   pp.   72-86i  "Tow€irds  a

Mass  F€mini.t`t  Movcrr}cnt.  "     pp.   12tJ~.L60;  F'eminism  and  the

_lyl a.I xist  Move,I-n ent (r'a{hfinclcr,   S. 60);  J`-ron  SWP  Discussion
Btiil€t`iii.   Volitmc  ;-!1,   No.1{}g   a.`. 20.     "ThlJ  Abertioi.I  fit.ruggl€:

rrtyiii€:TTwe  Began  aiid  Where  Wc  Arc  Gcting"   by  Bt`,ts.3y  Stone
ancl  Mary-I.\1icc  Watt?rs.

(`fuc',scions:

i.     II;tvc  wi.men  always  be€'n  an  oppre.ss€d  `Qeh.?    Wliat,  is

wroiig  witli  thL`  arguincn[  tl-Ill. t  women'.s  ir)ferior  pesitlon  is

bic!logic£`11y  cletei.minecl  by  childberiring.   etc.     Why  aml  liow

di.J  wu!J){.:n  becofne  ar}  oppres3ecl  sex?

2.     IIow  is  tile  op,r}rcssion  or won]c`n  roared  in  class  society?
\^`''hy  is  tllc.  1'.iberatior.  of wcimen  insf.|i)arable  from  the  replace-

mc"  iif a..ipitalist  socjcliy wit\i  a  socialist  sitciety?
3.     What  is  {hc  rolc`  of t.Ilo  nuclear  fanitl}J under  capital-

js!T??    VL``by  is  it  a  "i-uiidamental  pillar  of  class  `society"?    What

is  wt.ong  .Mj'ith  tlic  Stalinist  argument  that  the  wor}{ing  class
rfuiiity  c`ir`.  bc  Li  r{:volutioriary  forc`e?

'`r.     wily  not  .raise  "abolition  of tile,  family"  as  a  den,'t.lid?

11ov`,I  cio  .iociLilist`s  propose  to  n.icike  possible  the  elimination  of

tl-iiQ  ri`acticinar)I  iiistitulion?

[T.     Are  :ill  women  op|)rcss€d   in  c`lass  s()c.iety?    Ar€`  1]iey

t=rju:il}y  oppressed?    +lt)w  docs  tlic>  oppressit)n  of wo[kitlg

v`.omtm  {)I  middle  ct{i{;s  womcl:  cliff€r  from  that  i)i ruling

c|,1,ss  wT{i"en?

6.     What  is the  special  imp{]rtance  lif women.s  [ibera€ion
£!`,i  Blaclt  aiid  Chicat]f`  womeri?    Is  lh€  issue  of w()men's  libera-

tion  as  important  in  the  cc`;[oniai  worlcl  as  in  tile  [1dvanced

c,:}',tntrie,s?

7.     What  arc  the  s()cial  causes  for  the  betriiyal  of womeii's
ri€J,li[s  in  the  S.t.ilinizec}  workers  states?    I~Iow  do  our  demands

ft}r  rlic'  rights of wiimiJn  in  tile  workers  states  i`elate  to  our
iJ-`jeral]L  program  for  i.iisti[uti{ig  \fy'orkers  democracy?

8.     Arc  most t>r the  demands  in  tile  resoluti`m  democratic
or trall.qitioilal?    Gi`.a  examples of botli  types  and  discuss thc`,

djffcrerlce  between  them.     H()w  does  the  system  of demands
dii-fere[i{iate  t!iL`  program  of revolutionary  socialists  from

tt!at  of reforml,sts,   sectarians or  bourgeois tendencies?
{)a     W[]at  detei`mil]i]s  wliicli  dL`mands take  center  stage  at

{i,  i?,i\'e,n  rx)i!}t?    Doc`s  the  fact  that  tlie  Supreme  Court  iriade  a

ci'3i!c`ession  on  [be  de!iiand  for  abortion  rights  mean  thclt  it  wtis

t3  1-I}istakt'  to  .sir?iggle  over  this  is`sue  rather  than  on  some

..I.1i.=gccily  " ;Ti`jrc.  radicar'   one,   as  sectarians  claini?    W}iat

wiJr€:  [l}c  basic  :\ccom[)1islimL`nts  of thL-struggle  fo.r  legaliz€c!

&boTtion?

i(,`.     Wl}y  do  revolut,{onists  support  the  Equal`  Rights

Art)el}dme.nt?    Wliat  is  wrong  wit}i  the  argument.that  thi,

expresses  coTifidence  ir:  the  bourgeois  state  or will  i.njur:
ii-itcrests  ot.  worr}en  wor {crs?

11,      IIr`\+I  does  t}ie  t`i`tic'stion  of`  methods  of  struggle  af

[1s  a  dividing  line  betwt3eli reformists,   ultralefts al]cl

revolutionists  in  the  wciiT]en's  r}rovem€n[?    How  was this

flc:ctcd  in the  ah{]rtion  rights  struggt€?
i2.     Why  ai.e  iilu-ep{,`ndenl  v`tomcn's  organiz.a.tions

neccssar}..?    Do  silch  orf;anizations  fightiiig  for  the  den.r
of `\romcn  contradict  unity of the  working  class  as  a v`'h{``

Why doii't wc have  women's caucuses  in the  revoliition:

p.1rty or  youth organization?
13.     Why  arc  wc  tip`Dosed  to  calling  for  a  wol~f}€n's

pta+rty?    Why  {1re  we  oppesed  to  tl`je  Women's  Political
Cauctis  approach of backing female capitalist  caiididat(
a  ablution  to  the  probl€ims  {]f ``it>men?

14-.     Why  do  we  have  a  unite{}-front  type  apprc!ac:r}  I

building  the  w(>inen's  moveme€it?     Wl]at  are  th(.`  i-i}..tf{/illLL

otl+icr  approclchest'

15.     Wriat  was the  position  of the  Gornmunist  Party'  `

Youitg  Workers  Liberation  League  at the  bcgirming of tl
wt`imeii`s  movement?    What  sectarian  and  oppertunisl.

positions  does  it  still  retain.cin  this  question?    What  are
fundaIT}ental  reasons  for  its  positic>n?

.I.€i.     Wliat  is: trie  significance  of the creation  of CLl`
W!r!at  does  it  show  about  the claim  t:lia{  the  women's  in
I.I}cn[  is  a  " ini(ldlc'-class"   mov.emL+nt?     What  dL`cs  it  s!)i

aboiit  t!ie  impact of the  womcn's movement on  the v\.oi
as  a  whol.e?

Class  9.     A  Lstr.ate tor  R€volutionar

7}ciquired  Reading: From  The
`Saci[llist  RevoluLi()n,   (PathfiIlder,   S?,.45):    "A   Sti'ateg,y

Revolutionary Yout±I. "    pp,181-203  {alsoavailable  in

pamphlc't  form  as  3  Young  Socialist  pamprlct,   S. ,50);
"The  Student  Movement  Today:   Prospects  for  the  Scv€

by  Sally Whicker  in  tile October  1974  Young  Socialist

SitpplemerLtar R€adirt "The  State  of the  uqudent  Mi`

ment, "  by `Andy-P`ctse  in  the  May  1973 International
Scjciillist  Revie`\J  (S,75)  and  in  YSA  Disc\ission  Bulletin

Volume  17,   No.   1.   ]`Or3.   S, 30;  "Cliangjng  Yoiith  Vati

in  the  70s. "  by  Daniel  Yanl{elovich,   reprjnt€d  in  SW['
Party   Builder,   Volume  Vm,   No.   2,1Or4,   S.30

|fuestit>ns:
1.     What  are  tr!e  underlyirt.g  causes of the  youth  fad

ization?    Why hav'e  students tended  to respond  to  socja
crisies  earlier  than  more  decisive  social  layers?    V\7[iy  t

students by  themselves changc'  society?   What  impact  c`
their  actions have  on  social  struggle.s?

•2.     Wl'iat  has  been  the  retatioT!ship  of the  B1..1cl`  nlo\

m€'nt and  the  Vif.`tnamcse  revolution  to tlic.  student mo`
tTtc>nt?    How  have  cli{inges  in  these  struggles  affected  tli

students  [1nc3  other  youtl}?
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