P.O. Box 471, Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

December 23, 1974

TO ALL DELEGATES AND EDUCATIONAL DIRECTORS

Dear Comrades,

Enclosed is a new study guide, "Basic Program and Concepts of
Socialism."” This study guide is a first step towards increasing
national collaboration on the ¥YSA's education activities.

It has been developed through collaboration between the ¥YSA
National Office and thc SWP National Education Department. We feel
that it could be useful in several different ways:

1. It can be used by locals as a l0-part series for local
educationals after business meetings. The readings and questions
can serve as a guide to the comrade preparing the class as well
as the basis for the local's discussion. Locals may want to modify
it to better suit their needs. If a local is involved in a partic-
ular struggle, for -instance in the women's movement, new questions
and readings could be developed that would place special emphasis
on our strategy and tactics in that particular struggle.

2. One or more classes could be used as part of another local
educational series that would better suit the needs of the local
members.

3. The series could be modified to serve as the basis for
new members and contact classes.

4. It can serve as an individual study guide for at-large
members or comrades in center locals where this particular type
of educational need is not being fulfilled through organized
classes. :

The National Office is making this guide available to dele-
gates and education directors to encourage comrades to begin to
think out spring educationals and so that suggestions on this study
guide can be made before it is printed.

We plan to print this study guide and make it available to
all members by the end of January. If you have suggestions on
other study guides or additional ways to increase national col-
laboration on YSA education activities, please raise them at the
education workshop or send them into the YSA National Office.

Comradely,

Glonpsy M L

Glnny/ﬁlldebrand
YSA National Office




BASIC PROGRAM AND CONCIEPTS OF SOCIALISM

December 10

74

Ten Chasses

dasg 1, Why We Need Socialisin

=quired Reading: What Socialiste Stand Foy,

oamtz, (Young Sociatist Pamphler distyibute ¢ Parhifindey,

daJenness, {Path-

L LUy Secialisim and Democracy, by i

inder, %, 28}, pp. 3-15; from Aperica's Road to Socialism,

O

¥ aimes B, Capnon, (Pathfinder, $i.55): " What a Socialist

rirerica Will Look Like”
nestions:

1. Stephanie Coontz writes, "The most glaring fact about
¢ roodern world is rhe contrast hetween the potential 1¢
Give

"

“risfy human needs and the reality of everyday life,
e examples of this contrast,  How has this contrast af-
«cred the course of the radicalization in the U, S, and on a
world scale?

Give a few examples which show how capitalisn is ap

atjonal sverem,

sro the sneaniags of the tenme “means of
woduction” and “social product”?

4. How would you answer this kind of argument: " Cap-
ralists have a right o own and controt factories and natural
csourees, and the right ro make profits from the products
hese things produce,  They work for their profits =~ think of
e worry, risks, etc,, thai they take, Socialists just want to
eal frony the capitalists what is righrfully theirs, "

5, Whar is wrong with the claim that humen nature is an
wuperable obstacle to the socialist goals of equality and
reedom? - Supporters of this position claim that the example
i the USSR supports their argument. What caused the

'tmination »f democracy in the USSR upder Stalin® Why
sutd it be virtuatly imposeitle for meh o developiment to
cenr after a soci a!lxt revolution in the USA?

G, Flow would the natiunatization of ‘nuuctrv wnder

‘orkers control affect the priorities of production? The
~velopment of the productrive forces? Working conditions?

e

e attitnde of workers roward their jobs? How would it

iminate obstacles Lo social progress?

7. Why de revolutionary socialists oppose every penny
at the 1, §, governmenr spends for military purposes?
‘pat would be the hasis of the intemnarional policy of a
ccialist regime?

8. Socialists contend that racism is nor inherent to human
sture, bit is an outgrowth of capitalist economic and

ceial retaifons,  How is this shown by the experiences of

facks, Arsericans and Chicanos in this country?

9, How does the private property system determine the
e of women in sociery‘>

Loschool Hiat this is s free and demeo-

ratic coumry bccau% tbuc are elections and civil liberties,
tatgh? How is it

ses the majority acrually rum the Unit

actually run by a wpall minerity of capitalists? How ar
U, 8, foreign and cconomic policies determined? What .
Watergate, the Vietnam war and election laws reveal 2
democracy in Amcorica? How were these civil !iberzics :
exist gained aud how have they been preserved?

11, Give rome examnles of the broader concent of
democracy that zocialists arc seeking in all aspects of .
ical, economic and social life, Why do socialists say th
many people who are not involved in politics under cap’

ism will be active participants in diccussions and dec
making in a socialist society? Do previous revelutions 4
mass struggles give us any examples of how this will co

12, Anti-comnmunists accuse socialisrs of wanting ro
destroy freedom and individuality., What do capitalist:
mean by freedom and individuality? How are real frew
and individuality stiflled under capiralism and how wou:
flower in a socialist society?

13, Why can't the Republican and Democratic parti.
vehicles for fandamental ch wange in this country? Who -

these parties represent? Whea s e tole of thase jren
the capitalist congress in preserving minority rule in th:
U. & 7 What is the role of people like George McGove
Ron Dellums or Ramsey Clark, who say they can make -

parties more responsive to the people?

Class 2. The Objective Basis of the Struggle for Social:

Required Reading: The Communist Manifesto, by Marx

and Engels, (Pathfinder Press, $,78) Socialism on Trial,
testimony of James P, Cannon, pp. 17-114, (Pathfinder
$2,25)

Supptementary Reading: From The Revolutionary Poren
of the Working Class, (Patbfinder, $1.45) by Ernest Ma
and George Novack:s "Can Americen Workers Make a
Sccialist Revolution, ” by George Novack, pp. 40-84

Questions:

1, Part 1of the Manifesto begins with the statement,
"The history of all hitherto existing society is the histon
Why do Marxists say that this is the on!
way to adequately explain history? How does this view :
explain the struggles in the world wday?

2. Did capitalist society always exist? How did it «
into being? What does the process of its development i

"

class struggle.

dicare about the claims of capitalist propagandists that
system is etemnal?

3. How has the bourgeoisis " fomed the weapons th:
bring death to itself” and "«

Lo URINEGEUE Lk P
are to wield these weapons?” How doeﬂ the history of t&
world since 1917 and the bisrory of the ¢lass strnggle 1s



U. 8, demonstrate this process?

4. What is exploitation?

o, Why is the proletariat the only truly revolutionary
class in capitalist society? Why is ne other class capable of
building a socialist socicty? What about the middie class?
Can it be an aily of the working class?

8. The Manifesto says, "the theory of the Communists
niay be summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of
private property,”  What is meant by this? Does this
mean the expropriation of the personat property of the mass-
es (homes, cars, TV sets, etc,) or of srpall businesses and
farms ? How does Cannon deal with this question in his tes-
timony ?

7. Marx and Engels state: " The executive of the mod-
ern state is but a commirtce for managing the.commen af-
fairs of the whele bowgeiosie, ” How does this help us to
understand the U, S, governiment? Cannon adds to this by
stating : " Governments are primarily instruments of repres-
sion of one class against another,” How do the activities of
the U.S, government demonstrate this? Are its claims to
"nevtrality” in labor disputes, etc., justified? Does the
“demmocracy” of the American government contradict this
definition?

8. Socialists have stated that their aim is to replace the
bourge ois state with a dictatorship of the proletariat, What
does this mean? How does the use of the term "dictatorship”
here differ from the comnon use of the term "dictatorship”
to describe brutally repressive regimes that deny all demo-
cratic rights? Is a bourgeois state (vven a democracy) the
dictatorship of a class? Why is the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat consistent with a qualitative widening of democratic
rights for the masses?

9. Socialists have been accused of advocating violence
to achieve their goals based on the Manifesto's statement
that the abolition of capitalism "can be obtained onty by
the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. "
How does Cannon cxpose the falseness of this charge in
Socialism on Trial ? Where does he place the blame for vio-
lence ?

10. On pages 89-96 of Socialism on Trial Cannon explains
the methods the capitalists have employed to make a peace-
ful transition to socialism impossible, How did the trial of
the Trotskyists in 1941, and recent: government practices,
verify this analysis? How did the U. S. government deal with
a legally elected Chilean government that merely proclaimed
socialism as a long range goal?

1. Why does Cannon say that after the socialist revolu-
tion the state will wither away and be replaced by purely
administrative councils? What has blocked this process in
the Soviet Union?

12, What does the Manifesto have to say about the posi-
tion of women in capitalist society? About racial oppression?

13, Why is the Communist Manifesto written as an inter-
national document? Why is working-class internavionalism a

necessity?

Class 3, How to Fight For Socialism -~ the Method of th

Transitiopal Program

Required Reading: From The Transitional Program for So

st Revolution: "The Role of the Transitional Program in

Revolutionary Process, " by George Novack, pp. 32-71 (Fr
finder, 32.485, also availabic in Education for Secialists ©
lerin, $.40); How to Make a Revolution in the United Stz

by Peter Cameio, 23 pp., $.25

Supplementary Reading: From The Transitional Program

Socialist Revolution: "The Death Agony of Capitalism ar

the Tasks of the Fourth International, " pp. 72~112

Questions:

t. Why are the masses decisive for making a socialist
revolution? What is wrong with the ultra-lefts approach -
minority actions to educate and spark the masses into act,

2. Why is it important that struggles around particula,
demands be conceived as "bridges” between the present ¢
sciousness of the masses and the socialist revolution? Giv
examptles of this approach, What is wrong with going to
masses with a demand for * Socialism now" or " All Indoc’
must go Communist! “ cte, ?

3. Novack describes the transitional program as not ¢
a list of slogans and demands but a method, What is this
method? How does it differ fundamentally from the conc
of reformists and ultralefts?

4. What is meant by Camejo’s statement that the cap
talists in the U, S, "can rule only through maintaining itl
sions?™ Discuss the statement that "their (the capitalists’
power is limited by the fact that the mass of the people b
lieve in free speech, in free assembly, and in democracy
How does the approach of the transitional program help ¢}
working class in fighting to defend and extend these right
and at the same time help to destroy popular illusions ab:
capitalism?

5, Define and give examples of: (1) democratic dem:
(2) immediate demands; (3) transitional demands, Why -
revolutionists support all three types of demands? How d
revolutionists choose which demand to raise at any given
time?

6. Why do democratic demands have such a powerfu
revolutionary dynamic in colonial countries, fascist coun
tries, and in the Stalinist-dominated workers states? Wi
has been the character of the central demands in the Russ
Chinese and Cuban revolutions?

7. What has been the impact of struggles around dem
cratic demands on the class struggle in the U.§,? How ¢
democratic struggles (like the struggle of Blacks for the r
of self-determination, or of women for full and uncondit
equality) lead to a challenge to the capitalist system as :
whole?

8. In struggles around any issue or demand, revolutic



ists use proletarian methods of struggle. What are such me-
thods? How has the distinction between proletarian and re~
formist or ultraleft methods of struggle been demonstrated
in recent years?

9. Why are the demands for a sliding scale of wages
and a sliding scale of hours linked? What problems do these

demands speak to? Why do these demands lead to a sharp con-

frontation between the workers and the capitalists? Why do
they seem reasonable and democratic to the workers? Why
can't the capiralists concede to these demands for very long,
even if they make concessions in a given instance? Why -
does the struggle for these demands push the class toward
creating organs of workers power?

10, Discuss the same questions as ip question 9 in relation
to the dernand for opening the books of the cépitalists. How
can this deinand be linked to the demands for a sliding scale
of wages and hours?

Il.  The Transitional Program opens with the statement
that the central problem of the working class is the crisis of
leadership. What is the crisis of leadership and how is the
transiticnal program a weapon for solving it?

Class 4, The Struggle for Socialist Democracy in the Work-

ers States

Required Reading: The Struggle for Socialist Democracy in
the Soviet Bloc , by Gus Horowitz (Pathfinder Press, $.60);
The Transitional Program for Socialist Revolution, pages
102-106, by Leon Trotsky (Pathfinder Press, $2.48)

Supplementary Reading : From The Revolution Betrayed,
(Pathfinder Press, $2.95): "Social Relations in the Soviet
Union,” pp. 245-256; “Whither the Soviet Union, " pp. 284~
290; From Samizdat (Pathfinder, $3, 95), Introduction by
George Saunders, pp. 15-44

Questions:

1. What was the character of the regime in the USSR
under Lenin's leadership?

2. What is the Stalinist bureaucracy? What changes did
Stalin's regime introduce? What were the conditions that
made possible the rise to power of a burecaucratic caste? Was
Stalinism necessary in order for the USSR to make economic
advances?

3. Why do we call for political revolution in the Soviet
Union and other Stalinized workers states? Why don't we
call for social revolutions, as we do in capitalist countries?
Why is it wrong to argue, as the Maoists and some others do,
thart the Soviet Union is "capitalist"?

4. What changes have occurred since 1924 in the condi-
tions that allewed the burcaucratic caste to rise 1o power?
How have these changes affected the outiook cf the masses
in the Stalinized workers states?

5. What are some of the demand: that the workers have
been putting forward in their struggles against the bureau-

cracy? What kiads of organizational forms did the worke
devetop in their struggles in Hungary in 19662 In Czechos
vakia in 19687 In Poland in 19707 What likely chages we
a potitical revolution introduce in the economic priorities
the workers states? How would the economic plan be dev
ed?

£. How would you answer the Stalinist claims that at
tempts to overthrow the bureaucracy by the workers, polir
dissent, and even artistic nonconformity, open the door t
counterrevolution and should be crushed?

7. We support the civil liberties of artists and intellec
in the workers states, even when they express reactionary
ideas, asin the case of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's most rec
statements, Why? What was the Leninist policy towards
ists and writers, even during a civil war against outright
terretolutionary enemies?

8. What is the attitude of revolutionary Marxists to th
rights of political tendencies and parties to exist in a wor,
state and why?

9. How important are demands for democratic rights -~
ly to be in the political revolution? What is our position
freedom of speech? Freedom of assernbly?

10. What demands would a revolutionary Marxist lead
ship in the workers states put forward on the rights of worn.

il. Whar is the position of revolutionary Marxists on t!
rights of oppressed nationalities in the Soviet Union?

12, What role have students played in antibureaucratic
st nggles? What kind of deinands have they made?

13. What has experience shown about the ability of th
bureaucracy to reform itself or to lead a struggle for dem:
cracy? What were the lessons of "de-Stalinization” in th
Soviet Union? Of the Czechoslovak reform movement of

4. Why do we think the working class is the only foxc
capable of overthrowing the bureaucratic caste and instit
socialist democracy?

15, Why are political revolutions in the Stalinized wo
states so important for the world revolution as a whole?

Class 5. Stalinism versus Revolutionary Internationalism

Required Reading: "Imperialism, Deteunte, and the Class
Struggle, * by Mary-Alice Waters, in the November 1974
International Socialist Review; from Nixon's Moscow and
king Surnmits , by Joseph Hansen and Caroline Lund: "R
of the Soviet Betrayal of the Vietnamese Revolution, " pp
3% (Pathfinder Press, $.60)

Supplementary Reading: Fromm Dynamics of Wotld Revolu
Today: "The Unfolding New World Situation, ” pp, 75-1
(Pathfinder Press, $2,28) From The First Three Internati
"Stalinism and Internationalism, * by Fred Feldman, pp.
204 (Pathfinder Press, $2,45)

Questions:

L. What is the theory of "sccialism in one country”?



is it comnletely unrealistic? Why is it incorrect to say that
't

the Soviet Union or any other existing workers state has
achieved sociatisim?

2. What is the Stalinist theory of peaceful coexistence?
What ave the basic fallicies i this theory?  Why can’t the im-
porialists live at peace with the waorkers states?  How are this
theory and the theory of "socialism in vne country” lnked?
How arc they used to justify betrayals of revelution?

3. what §s revolutionary internationailem? Why is this the
s reatistic policy for the working class 1o achieve social

progress and the end of wars? What are the main differences
berwecen revolntionary internationalisny and the Stalinist the~
ories?

4, Are the Stalinist policies in the interests of the work-
ers states?  Why are the burcancrats afraid of fusther gains for
the world revolution?

i, How do the policics of the current leaders of the Soviet
Union and China differ from those of the voviet yegime under
Lenin and Trotsky?

O, What is the detepte?  What are the goals of the Soviet ’
and Chincie bureancrats in the detente? What are the goals
of 11 &0 bimperialisme? How was the counterrevolntionary na-
mire of the detente revealed by rhe welcome given Nixon in
Moscow and Peking at the height of the bombing of Vietnam
and by the subscquent "peace” agrecoeni? Why is it incor-
rect to cail this agreement a victory, as the Stalinists do?

7. Wiy can't the detentre prevent war? Has the attitnde
s able or more bes-

of the Sratinists runde the impertalists le
ftant to go to war? What is the previous tecord of the policy
of peaceinl coexistenee in preventing wars, for instance, in
the 10507

#. Can the detente put an end o revelurionary upsurges?

4. Why do the policies of socialism in once couniry and
peaccful coexistence lead logically to confliets between
workers sates =~ like the Sino-Soviet split -~ and how do
these divisions aid the imperialists?

1), It is legitimate and necessary for workers states (o
seck trade and diptomatic relations with capitatist powers,
what Jde revolutionists object to in the way the Soviet and
Chincse leaderships do this? llow dees thelr course contrast
with the way the Soviet Uaicon under Lenin and Trotsky went
about such dealings with the imperialists?

1. Why do advocates of peaceful coexistence and
socialisy in ope country advocate class collaboration in their
awn conntries (coalition goverments with the bourgeoisie,
support to capitalist parties like the Democrats, “antimonopoly
coalitions, "etc.)? Why do such policies fail to preveat
reaction, repression, sexismn, racisin and antilabor policies?
Why can the working class achieve its goals only threugh
complete independence of the bourgeoisic? What are the
tessons of Chite in this regard?

19, How arc the peolicies of peaceful coexistence and
soctalisin in one country reflected in the policies of the
Communist Party and the YWLL? why arc these pelicies
against the interests of the American workers and their
allies? What policies doer the YSA counterpose to their stands?

Class 6, A Marxist Anproach to the Labor Movement

Reguired Reading: "New Moods in the Working Class, ”
——— T T——— 4 oo arer e
Carel Lipman in the November 1974 International Social

Review {$.75); Recent Trends in the Labor Movement by

Farrell Dobhs, {(Education for Sociatists Bulletin, $. 20),
pp. 7-9, pp. 18-31

Snpplernentary Readings: Inflation: What It Is and How
Fight It, by Dick Roberts and Linda Jenness (Pathiinder,
$.28); " Draft Political Resolution, ™ 1473 SWP Political
Resolurion in SWP Discussion Ballerin, Volume 31, No,

$. 50, especially the following sections: "The Lvolution
Rulipg Class Strategy”; " New Struggles”; “The Farm
Workers Struggle™; ” Inflation and Meat Boycoti™; " Que
Answer'; “Generat Characteristics of the Radicalization
and " The Unions”

Questions:

1. What are the characteristics of the working class
that give it the capacity to lead in the creation of a nev
sociery? How doucs the American working class comparc
with others in the world in potential social power?

2. Many radicals claimed during the 1980s that the
relative prosperity of the workers assured that they woul:
never again play a revolutionary role since they had bec
"absorbed” into the capitalist structure? What are the
fallacies of this theory? Why does the nature of capiral
society bar the working class from becoming reconciled
capitatism?

3. What factors cncourage workers to accept the sta
aquo? What factors tead to their radicatization? How de
the Yaukelovich survey reveal the impact of the antiwa
movement, Black moveinent and women's movement ¢
the consciousness of young workers today?

4. Why does the "bill of rights” sought by young we
according to the Yankelovich survey, presage a new wa
of mass workers struggles?

5, Why is the ruling clasg secking to lower the livit
standards of the workers? How ‘do they use inflation ame
unemploymont to do this? Why dees this make the den
for stiding scales of hours and wages an especially impe
part of a class-struggle prograin for the unions?

€, Whart is the union bureaucracy? tow does ir difs
frem a union leadership that is dedicated to working ¢l
interests? What is the artitude of the bureaucracy to th
employers? To the capitalist government and the capi
parties? How do these policies set in against the intere
of the workers? How is this conflict reflected in the di
ing response of bureaucrats and ranks to the ruling class
offensive, for instance, ip the San Francisco city work:
strike?

7
{

. Why do the unions play a decisive role at this 1

in the working class as a whole? Why is it necessary fe
build a class struggle left wing in the nnions? Why can
the union bureaucracy reform itself?



8, Wiat are the attitude of the top bureaucrats toward
the special probleins of women and oppressed minorities?
Why are these attitudes a threat to the working class as a
whole?

9, How are the struggles of Black and women workers
shaking up the union movement as a whole? What is the
atritude of revolutionists towards a formation like CLUW?
iow does this approach differ from that of either union bu-
reaucrats or nitralefr sectarians?

0. What are the dangers of pure "bread aad buiter” u-
nicnism, as advocared by the bureaucrats, which avoids the
other issues shaking society? Why is this especially danger-
ous right now for the Americap Federation of Teachers?

11, Why should the main fire of a class struggle program
be directed at the bosses and the government rather than at
the union bureaucrais? How will this aid the struggle a-
gainst the bureavcrats? How do reformists like the Com-
munist Party and the Social Damocrats differ from ns in
their attitnde toward the bureaucrats? What are the errors
of the nltraleft sectarians?

12, Why can’t each union acting alone -~ or even oo
an industry-by-industry basis -- beat back the attack on
living standards? Why must such a struggle necessarily be~
come a political struggle against the capitalist government
if it is to weceed?

13, Why would the formarion of a labor party based
on the unions be a step forward for the workers? How is
their struggle crippled by organized labor’s support for the
Republicans and Democrats? How do we answer the
reforimist argument that the formation of such a party will
"isolate” the workers from other sections of the population?

14, Why do union bureaucrats oppose a labor patty?
What alternative strategies have they put forward and how
have these worked out in practice?

Class 7, The Struggle for Black Liberation

Required Reading: From Black Liberation and Socialism,
edited by Tony Thomas, (Pathfinder, $2.49%), A Transi-
tionai Program for Black Liberation, ™ pp. 33-58; From
Proceedings of the Thirteenth Young Socialist National
Convention, Young Sociatist Internal Information Bulletin
Number 1 in 1974, $.758: "Black Struggle Report, ™ by
Malik Miah

Supplementary Reading: From Black Liberation and
Socialism: " The Combined Character of the Comiing
American Revolution, " by Derrick Morrison, pp, 13-3%;
" The Case for an Independent Black Political Party, pp.
59-83; From the International Socialist Review, October
14974, %.75; "Black Liberation Today: How Far Have We
Come Smee 1954, by Derrick Morrizon

Cuestions:

e ot e ety

1. Why do revolutionists make a fundamentat distinction

between the nationalism of the oppressed and the nationalism

of the oppressor? What are the objective roots of Black
nationatism?

2, Why do revotutionists support the right of sclf-
determination of Black people? Js thar the same as calli
for scparation?

3. Why do Black people need an independent moveirn
Why do revolutionists regard the coming American revol
tion as a combined revolution?

4, Can Black people be liberated without overthrowi:
the capitalist system?

5. What is the role of the Democratic Party in the
Black comnuumity? Who does the Democratic Party serv.
and how does its attitude toward the Black struggle demr
onstrate this? Why is a break from the two capitalist pas
an indispensable step forward for the Black movernent?
what would be the class character of an independent Blz
political party? How would the formation of such a parr
spur independent political action of the workers as a whe

6. The demend for Black Control of the Black Com-
munity is a democratic demand. What effect does cap
ist opposition to such demands have in edocating the ma
about the reality of capitalist "democracy™?

7. What demands does " A Transitional Prograro for
Black Liberation” put forward to oppose the national anc
class oppression Black people face in unemployinent? €
the job? In the scheols and universities? From the polic
How do these demands relate to the present needs and ¢
sciousness of the Black masses? How do struggles arounc
these demands tend to lead toward advancing the social
revolution?

8. Why is it wrong to claim that support to preferen
hiring divides the working class? How can e working
class be united against the ruling class? Why fres racis
opposition to the demand for preferential lux i of Blael
workers tend to sharpen and reinforce the d.vision of the
working class?

9, Is there a contradiction between sur, - .or the i
dependent struggles of Black people, inc™w o their rig
to scH~determination, and support fou vo.l 2 class uni
against capitalism? What is the difference aiween the
concept of working class unity against capitaiisin found
" A Transitional Program for Black Liberation” and the
so-called "working class unity" advocated bv the Com-
munist Party? By the anti-nationalist sectarians? What
effect do the militant struggles of Black people against
their oppression have on the working class as a4 whoie?

10. How is the Communist Party’s opposition to in-
dependent Black political action related to its attitude
the Democratic Party and to celorining capitalisnm?

11. How does "A Transitional Program for Black
Liberation” project the socialist perspective for the stru
for Black liberation? In what fundamental way iz its a)
proach to the Black struggic distinguished from ultraleft
strategies? From class-collaborationist approaches?




Class 8, Women's Liberation and the Socialist Revolution

Required Reading: " Socialist Revolution and the Struggle for
women’s Liberation, ” in International Internal Discassion
Bulletin, Volume 12, No, 22, $.50; Fromn Feminism and
Socialism, edited by Linda Jenness, (Pathiinder, $1, 95):
"Why Women's Liberation is Important to Black Women, " by
Maxine Williams, pp. 40-47; "Questions and Answers on the
Fqual Rights Amendment, " by Betsey Stone, pp. 63-71

Supplementary Readings: From Feminism and Socialism:
"The Family, " by Dianne Feeley, pp. 72-88; "Towards a
Mass Feminist Movement, " pp. 129-180; Feminism and the
Marxist Movement (Pathfinder, $.860); From SwP Discussion
EuHetin, Volume 31, No, 19, §.20. "The Abortion Struggle:
Where We Began and Where We Are Going" by Betsey Stone
ang Mary- Alice Waters, .

Questions:

i, Have women always been an oppressed sex? What is
wrong with the arguinent that women's inferior position is
biclogically determined by childbearing, ete, Why and how
did women become an oppressed sex?

2. How is the oppression of women rooted in class society?
Why Is the liberation of women inseparable from the replace=
ment of capitalist society with a socialist society?

3, What is the role of the nuclear family under capital-
ism? Why is it a “fundamental pillar of class society"? What
is wrong with the Stalinist argument that the working class
family can be a revolutionary force?

4. Why not raise "abolition of the family" as a demand?
How do socialists propose to make possible the elimination of
this reactionary institution?

5. Are all women oppressed in class society? Are they
coually oppressed? How does the oppression of working
wonien or middle class women differ from that of ruling
class women?

6. What is the special importance of women's liberation
to Black and Chicana women? Is the issue of women's libera-
tiou as important in the colonial world as in the advanced
countries?

7. What are the social causes for the betrayal of womnen's
rights in the Stalinized workers states? How do our demands
for the rights of women in the workers states relate to our
overall program for instituting workers democracy?

8. Are most of the demands in the resolution democratic
or transitional? Give examples of both types and discuss the
difference between them, How does the system of demands
differentiate the program of revolutionary socialists from
that of reformists, sectarians or bourgeois tendencies?

4, What determines which demands take center stage at
a given point? Does the fact that the Supreme Court made a
coucession on the demand for abortion rights mean that it was
« mistake to struggle over this issue rather than on some
allegedly " more radical” one, as sectarians claim? What
were the basic accomplishments ¢f the struggle for legalized
abortion?

10, Why do revolutionists support the Equal Rights
Amendment? What is wrong with the argument-that thi.
expresses confidence in the bourgeois state or will injurs
interests of women wor'ters?

11, How does the question of metbods of struggle ac
as a dividing line between reformists, ultralefts and
revolutionists in the women’s movement? How was this
flected in the abortion rights struggle?

12, Why are independent women's organizations
necessary? Do such organizations fighting for the dem:
of women contradict unity of the working class as a whe
why don't we have women's caucuses in the revolution:
party or youth organization? »

13. Why are we opposed to calling for a wornen's
party? Why are we opposed to the Women's Political
Caucus approach of backing female capitalist candidate
a solution to the preblems of women?

14. Why do we have a united-front type appreach t
building the women's movement? What are the pitfail:
other approaches?

15, What was the position of the Communist Party .
Young Workers Liberation League at the beginning of tl
women'‘s movernent? What sectarian and opportunist
positions does it still retain-on this question? What are
fundamental reasons for its position?

18, - What is the significance of the creation of CLU
What does it show about the claim that the women's m
ment is a "middle-class” movement? What does it she
about the impact of the women's movement on the woi
as a whole?

Class 9, A Suategy for Revolutionary Youth

Required Reading: From The Transitional Program for
Socialist Revolution, (Pathfinder, $2.45): "A Strategy
Revolutionary Youth,“ pp. 181-203 (also available in
pamphlet form as a Young Socialist pamphlet, $. 50);
“The Student Movement Today: Prospects for the Seve
by Sally Whicker in the October 1974 Young Socialist

Supplementary Reading: “The State of the Student Mo
ment, " by Andy Rose in the May 1973 International
Socialist Review ($,75) and in YSA Discussion Bulletin,
Volume 17, No, 1, 1973, $.30; "Changing Youth Val
in the 70s," by Daniel Yankelovich, reprinted in SWP
Party DBuilder, Volume VI, No. 2, 1974, $.30

1, What are the underlying causes of the youth rad
ization? Why have students tepded to respond to socia
crisies earlier than more decisive social layers? Why ¢
students by themselves change society? What impact ¢
their actions have on social struggles?

2. What has been the relatioaship of the Black moy
ment and the Vietnamese revolution to the student mo
ment? How have changes in these struggles affected th
students and other youth?
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G, What are some of the basie weaknesses of the stndent
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vibar them?

7. Arc sbudents isolated from the rest of society? What

olutionary youth organizarion
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among <tudents aad thelr appearance
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], What has been rie role of students in ithe worldwide
adicalization? Give examples,

9, What are some of the key demands ralsed by stndent
sengeles B the imperislis conntrjes?  The deformed and
legenerated workers states?  The colonial and semi-coloniat
onmtrics?  How can these demainds Tead sindents tow ards
mdesstanding the need for protetarian revelutions? How can
mch demands threaren the capitalist sysiam, even thongh
students by themselves cannot overthrow rhe system?

10, What Tactors are ignored by those who claim that
he youth radicalization has cotlapsed since May 19707 Why

s new upsurge of student activity inevitable?

11, why s it vaiuable to have revolurionary youth organ-
sations? Why cau't they replace the unction of the
cvolutionary party?  what should their relationship be to the

volntlenary party?

Ciage 40, The Need for a Revolutionary Party

coquired R(:admy: From Fifty Years of World Revolution,
Pathfinder,
sy Jasnes P Cannow, pp. 849-3549; From Dyuamics of world
“The World

), pp. LE9-235, 176- 188

nrary Peading: Fugene V, Debs and the Socialist

Aovement of Hie Tone, (Pathfinders, .5

; The Organiza-
et e et ittt rasc e

fopal Character of the Socialist Workers Party, Fducation for

aeialists Bulletin, .30

C98): “Vanguard Parry and World Revolation,’
) £ 3
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Lenimist party sunply an exeoptional product of Russiar
conditions? Why is such a party needed in all countrie
2. Why can't a youth organization, trade uniong,
coalition of diffcrent movoments or U cormmon front o
teft groupe replace the function of a revolutionary part

2, How deoes the uneven rate at which the worki
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funcrion?

6. Why can't the revolutionary party imitate the

socialist soctety of the futnre in its organization and

v

internal fe? Why are arrenipts to build o party on ¢

basis ntopitan?

7, Do the victorics won in China, North Viemam
Cuba without Leninist parties mean that such partics -
ne longer necessary for the colonial world?  Why not
Why do even Cuba, North Vietnam and China stil{ re
the creation of a revelutionary party? Why are Lenint
partics Indispensable in the advanced indusirial counts

8. Cannoi writes that, "It is not possible to step o
and even less possible to leap over, the preliminary
in which the basic cadres of the narty organize and e
organize themselves in preparation for, and in connec
with, the larger job of organizing and winning over b

I

sections of tlic wmasses. ™ How does the strat egy of guar
warfare in the colonial world, and of minority viotene
a world scale, eut across both of these tasks? Why cal
the vanguard party substitute itself for the masses in m
or sparking the revolution?

4, Whar is the relationship hetween the revolution
party, the working class and the allies of the working
in ynaking the revolution?

10, what is the importance of principles for a rex
tionary party? Why do violations of principle in orde:
gain members or inlluence lead to disaster? Discuss
give examnles,

11, Why does every revolutionary party necessari!
begin as a propaganda groupy whai is the Trotskyist
concept of propaganda? How is the concept of build:
the party through propagandistic activities reflected 1
work of the SWP in the women's, Black, Chicano an
trrade union movenents?  What vital role does a new
play in this process?

12, How will it be possible {or parties like the Sn
pass beyond the stage of propaganda groups?

13, What is the crisis of revoiutionary leadership
does it exist? What obstacles do Stalinism and sociai
ocracy present in building a real revelutionary party?



