


What is the Young Socialist Alliance?

The government is run by crooks!

That's what Watergate shows. The revelations have
uncovered their secret web of bugging, lying, stealing
and spying aimed at those who challenge the govern-
ment’'s policies.

But that's just the beginning. The rulers of this coun-
try are responsible for far more serious crimes— and
far more deadly ones as well.

They murder millions in Vietnam. They use police
terror against the Black, Chicano and Puerto Rican
communities. They create soaring prices and artificial
shortages. They cut back vital education and health
programs.

And make no mistake about it: Nixon's not the only
one responsible for these criminal policies. Not by a
long shot!

Gerald Ford, Edward Kennedy, Henry Jackson and
all the rest of the Democratic and Republican politicians
are equally guilty. When push comes to shove, every

one of them will defend their system of capitalist rule
to the hilt.

In fact, there is a long tradition of bipartisan criminal-
ity in the U.S. government. Remember Johnson's lies
about Vietnam? Remember John Kennedy's Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba? Remember Truman's use of the
atomic bomb?

The incredible crimes of president after president are
no coincidence, On the contrary, the basic policies of the
government are rooted in the very foundations of capi-
talist society.

The decisive economic and political power in the U. S.
today is concentrated in the hands of an extremely tiny
number of capitalists. These corporate businessmen,
billionaires and bankers own and control society’'s
wealth and institutions.

They, and not the majority of people, call the shots
in the Democratic and Republican parties. They, and not
the majority, determine U. S. foreign policy. They, and



not the majority, decide how the country's resources
are to be used.

And you can be sure of one thing. These decisions
are not based on the needs of working people, students
or the oppressed. Just the opposite. What comes first
and foremost for these capitalist kingpins are profits —
human needs always come last.

The U. S. ruling class wants to keep things that way.

For them, no crime is too horrendous, no act too in-
human to maintain their power and wealth.

Socialism the answer

The Young Socialist Alliance is out to change alil
this.

Our ranks include high school, college and working
youth — Black, Chicano, white, Puerto Rican, Asian and
Native American. We are united in one organization
because we have a common program to combat a com-
mon enemy.

The Y SA aims to help make a socialist revolution that
will abolish capitalism and establish a socialist society
in its place.

Under socialism, the factories, land, schools and all
the earth's resources will be taken out of the hands of
the tiny ruling class and placed under the control of the
m ajority —working people and the oppressed.

Truckers, waitresses, farm workers, steelworkers, jani-
tors and other working people will control society. We—
not the bosses —will democratically choose what to pro-
duce and how to produce it; what attitude to take
toward events around the world; and how to insure
that everyone receives the best possible housing, food,
clothing and health care.

The "basic necessities of life" will become human rights
guaranteed to every person. We will turn the vast pro-
ductive capacity of the United States away from the
murderous war machine that currently commands such
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the only revolutionary socialist party in this country,
and the only organization that shares our political
ideas and goals.

The YSA participates in all the major day-to-day
battles of the oppressed, pitching in to build these strug-
gles and explaining that only a fundamental change
in society can end capitalist oppression once and for all.
We are particularly active in the high schools and col-
leges, seeking to transform them into organizing centers

Worldwide struggle

The fight for emancipation of humanity is a world-
wide fight; the capitalist rulers of the U.S. have acted
as "world cop” in their efforts to crush freedom struggles
around the globe. Living in the most powerful imperial-
ist country, we in the U. S. have a special responsibility
to protest its savage acts of war and aggression.

for social struggles in the interests of the majority of Since 1965, YSA members have been in the fore-
people. front of the movement against U.S. intervention in

KEMEMBER THE GOLDEN
RULE... WE MUST ALL.
LIVE 8Y THE GOLDEN

.«.{N CONCLUSION, FELLOW

PEASANTS, LET ME STRESS
THE NEED FOR

PEACE AND HARMONY.
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Vietnam. Despite the pull-out of American ground
troops, the U.S. continues to prop up the Saigon dic-
tatorship. We call for the U.S. to get totally out of
Southeast Asia and for freedom for the hundreds of
thousands of political prisoners in Thieu's jails.

The YSA has helped build demonstrations in defense
of the liberation struggles in Africa. The Portuguese

government of Antonio Spinola, while giving lip service
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to African self-determination, has every intention of
maintaining its domination of Angola, Mozambique
and Guinea-Bissau. It is of vital importance, therefore,
that activists in the U. S. organize picket lines, marches,
and protest meetings demanding that Portugal get out
of Africa now.

The YSA unconditionally supports the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination and the fight



of the Arab peoples against Israel and its imperialist
backers.

On campuses and in cities all across the country,
YSA members have been getting out the real truth be-
hind the Mideast conflict and have sought to gather
support for the just demand of the Palestinians for a
return of their homeland. We call for an end to the ex-
clusionary Zionist state of Israel and its replacement
by a socialist Palestine where both Arab and Jew can
live in peace.

Since the U. S.-backed military junta in Chile over-
threw the Allende government, a savage reign of terror
has been aimed at the Chilean working class and politi-
cal activists. The YSA actively opposes the junta's sup-
pression of democratic rights and we participate in the
defense of Chilean political prisoners.

The YSA supports struggles in the Soviet Union,
China and Eastern Europe for socialist democracy.
While capitalism has been overturned in these countries,
they are ruled by parasitic and bureaucratic castes,
in the brutal tradition of Joseph Stalin, that have seized
control of society from the hands of the masses of work-
ing people.

We stand for political revolutions in these workers
states that would overthrow the Stalinist bureaucrats,
while maintaining collective ownership of property. The
Y SA defends the democratic rights of Solzhenitsyn, Gri-
gorenko and other dissidents in these countries.

End racist oppression

Racist oppression is an everyday fact of life for mil-
lions of Blacks, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans in the U. S.
In addition, these oppressed nationalities are hit hardest
by rising inflation, unemployment and the cutbacks
in federal spending for jobs, housing, education and
medical care.

YSA members around the country have helped to
lead protests against these racist conditions. In New
York City, for example, the YSA is participating in the
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. BRI heated fight being waged by the Puerto Rican, Black
B2 baer . and Chinese communities of the Lower HKast Side to
b ke e A gain control over their schools. In the Southwest, we

s have helped to defend undocumented Mexicano workers
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demonstration protesting the murder
of six Chicanos.



Halt attacks on education

Y SA members are active in high schools and colleges
across the country. We are leaders and participants
in the struggles against tuition hikes and educational
cutbacks. We take part in actions for open admissions
for Black, Chicano and Puerto Rican youth and for free
education for all.

Students and faculty, not the administration or the
Board of Trustees, should decide how the universities

are run. Schools in the Black, Chicano and Puerto Rican

communities should be controlled by and at the service
of those communities.

| Viva la Huelga!

The struggle by the United Farm Workers Union to
unionize Chicano and other migrant farm workers—a
movement which the joint force of the growers, the gov-
ernment and the corrupt leadership of the Teamsters
union is trying to smash —deserves the backing of all
those in favor of democratic rights. The Y SA is actively
building the United Farm Workers' boycott of scab
__ grapes, iceberg lettuce and Gallo wines and is seeking
;..-f-’;;’/ . the massive support necessary to defeat those who op-

. pose the farm workers' right to their own union.

__.: . ::':" " e
s 2



For womens liberation

The YSA supports actions by women against all forms
of sexist discrimination. YSA members are active in
women's liberation coalitions and campus groups that
are fighting for equal pay and educational opportunities,
child care and the passage of the Equal Rights Amend-

ment.
We are taking a leading role in combating the grow-

ing attacks against a woman's right to abortion.
The YSA is helping to build the newly formed Coali-
tion of Labor Union Women which can become an im-

portant weapon for fighting for the rights of working
women.

Defend democratic rights

The YSA defends the Attica Brothers, the Wounded
Knee defendants and all other opponents of capitalist
oppression that the government is trying to silence.

YSA members help to lead high school and college
students in struggles against infringements on their
rights to carry out political activities in their schools.
We call for removing all cops from the schools.

We support full civil and human rights for GIs, pris-
oners and gay people. |
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San Francisco nurses strike showed growing militancy
of working women.
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Vote socialist!

YSA members around the country are actively cam-
paigning for the candidates of the Socialist Workers
Party running for state and local offices. The SWP elec-
tion campaigns are helping to popularize socialist ideas
and the struggles of the oppressed.

The socialist candidates are explaining the reasons be-
hind the Watergate crimes and demanding an end to
harassment and disruption of political dissenters by the
government. Their campaigns are offering a working
class and socialist alternative to both the Democrats
and the Republicans.

The YSA also runs college and high school Young
Socialist student government campaigns that present
socialist answers to the problems confronting students
and young people.

End government
harassment

One aspect of the YSA's campaign against the Water-
gate gang is a federal law suit, filed on our behalf by
noted civil liberties attorney Leonard Boudin, that seeks
a permanent injunction against the government'sharass-
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Vince Fagan, SWP candidate for governor of Georz'a,-

speaks to rally protesting police repression in Atlanta.

ment of the YSA and SWP. Details of the government's
?ntricate plan for disrupting, victimizing and intimidat-
ing members of Black, student and socialist organiza-
tions — singling out the YSA and SWP for particular
attack — have come to light in recent months.

The Political Rights Defense Fund is seeking broad
support for the YSA's suit as a way of preventing the
government from continuing these undemocratic as-
saults against political activists.



In addition, the YSA and SWP are waging a fight
against the many undemocratic election laws— such as
filing fees, age restrictions and enormous signature re-
guirements.

In conjunction with the American Civil Liberties
Union, we have filed a suit against the provisions of
Washington's so-called "election reform" law that re-
quire the disclosure of contributors' names. This law
would provide the Watergaters with a ready-made list
of political activists to harass and intimidate.

How the YSA is organized

To carry out our ambitious program of day-to-day
activities, and to ultimately defeat America's capitalist
rulers, the YSA must be organized in a highly effective
manner. We have learned that organizational questions
are not to be taken lightly, but flow from the vital tasks
that need to be accomplished.

In that light, the YSA has modeled its organizational
concepts on the best traditions of the socialist and work-
ers movement in this country and internationally. To be-
gin with, we are organized on a nationwide basis. There
are YSA chapters in scores of cities around the country;
each local unit meets weekly to plan out its work and
activities.

Full and democratic discussion and decision making

on the policies and programs of the YSA are the norm.
Once these decisions are made, the YSA as a whole puts
them into practice.

Our highest decision-making body is the YSA's nation-
al convention. At these yearly gatherings, YSA members
from all across the country gather to discuss national

and international issues and arrive at a course of action
for the coming year.

The convention is preceded by a threeemonth discus-
sion period. Resolutions and other written contributions
submitted by any YSA member are distributed to our
entire membership, and special discussions are orga-
nized in each local area.




Based on the political positions which have been put
forward, each YSA local elects delegates to the YSA

convention to make their views known and to vote on
the issues before the convention.

Come to the
YSA convention

We invite you to come to the Fourteenth Young Social-
ist National Convention which will be held in St. Louis
on Dec. 28, 1974Jan. 1, 1975 at the Jefferson Hotel.

We'll be discussing all the important issues currently
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facing young people today during the five days of con-
vention sessions, panels and workshops.

For more information about the convention schedule,
housing, transportation, etc., contact the YSA National
Office or the Y SA local nearest you.

The Young Socialist Alliance is for activists who want
to change this country from top to bottom. We urge

you to become a part of this fight for a better world.
Each individual can and does make a difference in the

battle against capitalist oppression.

Join the YSA!
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The Young Socialist is a
monthly newspaper that
reports on the struggles af-
fecting young people in the
U.S. and around the
world. From youth unem-
ployment to police brutali- _
ty, the YS offers the social-  mtecnioms e
ist solutions to the oppres- .. .o
sive conditions of capitalist
society.

ai%, INTERVIEW WITH VETERAN SOCIALIST

L 218§ 1P CANNON. YOUTH AND
888 THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT

Subscribe to the Young Socialist today. It costs $1
for six months; $2 for one year. Write Young Socialist,
Box 471 Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003, or
use coupon on back page.

The Militant

The Militant, largest-selling socialist newsweekly, pro-
vides up-to-date coverage of national and international
developments and the struggles of working people and
all the oppressed. It serves as the campaign newspaper
for the Socialist Workers Party election campaigns. Sub-
scriptions are $1 for two months; $7.50 for one year.
Write The Militant, 14 Cherles Lane, N. Y., N. Y. 10014.

International
Socialist Review

A monthly Marxist magazine, presenting analysis of
decisive world events and current American politics.
Subscriptions are $1 for 3 months: $5 for one year.
Write ISR, 14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014.

Intercontinental Press

A weekly news magazine, specializing in coverage of
international events. IP also carries original transla-
tions of important documents and articles from the
foreign press. $7.50 for six months. Write IP, Box 116,
Village Station, N. Y., N. Y. 10014.




To find out more about the socialists' suit against
government harassment and intimidation, to make a
contribution or to lend your endorsement, fill out the
coupon and mail to: Political Rights Defense Fund,
Box 649 Cooper Station, N. Y., N. Y. 10003.

__Please send more information on PRDF.

—Enclosed is a $ contribution.

—I endorse the suit.

Name .

Address —

| g STORROUPNUNIICEC R, . . | (- Zip

Organization

Revolutionary
literature from

Pathfinder
Press

WHAT SOCIALISTS STAND FOR

by Stephanie Coontz. A clear and concise explana-
tion of the revolutionary socialist principles of the
Young Socialist Alliance. $.50

BLACK LIBERATION & SOCIALISM
Anthology, edited by Tony Thomas. 208 pp.,
$9.00, paper $2.45

FEMINISM & SOCIALISM

Anthology, edited by Linda Jenness. 160 pp., paper

$1.95
A STRATEGY FOR REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH

Document of the YSA. $.50

Order from: Pathfinder Press, Inc., 410 West St.,
New York, N.Y. 10014



Come to the

14th Young Socialist
National Convention

St. Louis, Jefferson Hotel-Dec. 28.1974-Jan.1. 1975

Clip and mail to: Young Socialist Alliance, Box 471 Contact the YSA chapter nearest you:
Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003.
—Send me more information about the YSA convention.
I want to join the YSA.
—Send me a subscription to the Young Socialist. En-
closed is $1 for six months or $2 for one year.
Name ===
Address s e o i LY
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