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Report of the Control Commission
of the Socialist Workers Party
Submitted July 2, 1974

Part I

Summary of Findings and Recommendations

On June 20, 1974, meeting in plenary session, the Na-
tional Committee of the Socialist Workers Party passed
the following motion: 'As provided for in Article VI of the
Party Constitution, the National Committee (1) turns over
to the Control Commission the material concerning the
May 11 action and the letters from comrades Massey and
Barzman, and (2) designates comrade Horowitz as the
National Committee member of the Control Commission.”

Article VI of the Constitution of the SWP is as follows:

"Section 1. A Control Commission of five members shall
be elected as follows: the-Convention shall elect four mem-
bers and the fifth member, who shall be a member of the
National Committee, shall be designated by the National
Committee. The Control Commission shall have full au-
thority to investigate any individual or circumstance which
it may deem necessary, and shall have power to delegate
any of its authority to repfesentatives.

"Section 2. The Control Commission, on completion of
its investigation in each case, shall present its findings and
recommendations to the Political Committee for action.
Action shall be taken by the Political Committee, or by
the National Committee, in those cases referred to it by
the Political Committee.

"Section 3. In those cases where the Control Commlssmn
finds it necessary to intervene, its authority shall super-
sede any local investigation or trial.

"Section 4. It shall be obligatory on every member of
the Party to funish the Control Commission or its author-
ized representatives with any information they may re
quire."”

The Control Commission is composed of the following
four comrades: Anne Chester, Barbara Matson, and Helen
Scheer, elected by the 1973 SWP national convention, and
Gus Horowitz, designated by the SWP National Committee,
in accordance with Article VI, Section 1 of the constitution.
(The other comrade elected by the national convention,
Duncan Ferguson, died on April 29, 1974.)

Evidence Examined :

All four members of the Control Commission were able
to meet together in New York City during June 20-24, to
conduct a series of interviews in person and by telephone,
to examine the documentary material, and to consult
together by telephone before submitting this report.

In conducting our investigation, we were guided in par-
ticular by the following documents:

1. The constitution of the Socialist Workers Party.

2. "The Organizational Character of the Socialist Work-
ers Party," resolution adopted by the 1965 convention of
the SWP and reaffirmed by the August 1973 convention
of the SWP (available in an Education for Socialists bul-
letin bearing the same title).

These documents set forth the fundamental organiza-
tional principles of the Socialist Workers Party.

The Control Commission was able to examine the fol-

lowing evidence, including both documentary material
and interviews:

1. The files of the national office of the SWP dealing
with the Internationalist Tendency. These include a sub-
stantial amount of correspondence from John Barzman,
Bill Massey, and other IT members alleging harassment
or other improper procedures taken against the IT. The
files also include letters and documents from various SWP
leadership bodies or from comrades writing in their ca-
pacity as elected SWP leaders, or as individuals; these
materials deal with many of the same incidents contained
in the correspondence from the IT members. Also included
in these files are branch minutes and other branch records.
Also included are copies of letters and other material
received from the YSA national office relating to the In-
ternationalist Tendency. We decided to confine our in-
vestigation to materials dating since the August 1973
convention of the SWP.

2. The transcripts of the remarks made to the June
1974 plenum of the SWP National Committee by Comrades
Barzman and Massey.

3. We twice interviewed representatives of the Inter-
nationalist Tendency. First, we met briefly with Bill Massey
on June 20, 1974; Comrade Charles of the International
Majority Tendency was also present. We informed Com-
rade Massey that we had received copies of his 14-page
letter of June 9, 1974, to the Political Committee of the
SWP. We asked him if he had any further information to
add to this letter that would be of help to the Control
Commission. He said that at this time he did not have
anything to add. (In the concluding part of his letter he
also states that "I feel that these sixteen points cover the
situation adequately.") -On June 23 there was a second
meeting, this time with John Barzman and Bill Massey.
A report on that meeting is appended to this report.

4. - During the course of the June plenum of the National
Committee  we were able to meet with many elected ex-
ecutive officers from various branches across the country
for the purpose of obtaining information and verification
of information already received. We were also able to talk
by telephone to several comrades in other cities to obtain
and verify information.

5. In the course of our investigation, we were able to
obtain copies of several internal discussion bulletins and
internal newsletters of the Internationalist Tendency. The
Socialist Workers Party had never been informed of the
existence of these douments

Evaluation of Evidence and Recommendatzons

After examining the secret internal discussion material
of the IT, the Control Commission concluded that this
was sufficient by itself to enable us to arrive at the con-
clusions and recommendations. that appear below. We
decided that this evidence was so overwhelming that it
was not necessary to spend.a great deal of time to ex-



amine many of the specific incidents, allegations, and
counter-allegations. We did examine some of these, and
append a few documents to this report. This material can
be considered as specific illustrations of the general con-
clusions that can be drawn from the IT documents them-
selves.

Following is a summary of our findings, our conclu-
sions, and our recommendations:

1. These documents give proof positive that the IT is
a separate party organization operating both within the
SWP and outside the SWP. The IT party has its own
secret, highly organized and centralized independent party
structure functioning on all levels, nationally and inter-
nationally. It has its own party discipline that supersedes
SWP discipline. It determines its own areas of external ac-
tivity and establishes its own relations with opponent
groups. Persons who are not members of the SWP, the
YSA, or the Fourth International are allowed to partici-
pate in its deliberations and are given access to its internal
bulletins attacking the SWP. It describes the SWP as
"deadly sick" and the SWP membership cadre as "polit-
ically incapable of either understandlng or putting into
practice a revolutionary line."

Just prior to the IT National Conference, held in Chi-
cago May 25-27, several comrades resigned from the
IT, while remaining ideological supporters of the IMT's
political positions. Among them were Berta Langston and
Bob Langston, whose statement of explanation for resign-
ing from the IT was published in the internal bulletin of
the IT (appended). In it they pointed out to the IT that
the line of the IT leadership "would lead not merely to
instances but to patterns of organizational indiscipline in
regard to the party and the YSA." They warned that
"the comrades of the ITPC [ITPolitical Committee] are
projecting a line the logic of which is precisely to build
a rival organization to the SWP." They added that "the
logic of the ITPC's position is that the IT, defining itself
as the nucleus of a section in the U.S., would begin to
combine the exercise of political leadership of groupings
outside the SWP and YSA with an entry tactic inside the
SWP and YSA." They said that this course "would intensify
the dangers of a split in the International." They said that
the positions put forward by IT leader Williams [the evi-
dence shows that Williams is a pseudonym for Bill Massey]
"is not a marginal or peripheral one in the IT; it comes
equipped with all the authority and prestige of the leader-
ship." They concluded that it was necessary to resign
from the IT prior to the IT national convention, stating

that "our differences with the ITPC are of such a mag-
nitude on a fundamental question as to make continued
collaboration within a tendency impossible. . . [for us]
to continue to struggle within the IT—with its internal
bulletin, a possible tour, election of delegates, a conven-
tion—would be in practice precisely to cooperate in helping
make the IT become what we urgently hope it doesn't.”

Further documentation proves that what Comrades Berta
Langston and Bob Langston quite accurately saw as the
logical outcome of the IT course has occurred. The IT has
been set up as a rival party to the SWP.

The Control Commission finds that the estabhshment
of this rival party is in violation of the constitution and
organizational principles of the Socialist Workers Party.
We also note that it is in contradiction with the statutes
of the Fourth International and the organizational -prin-
ciples and traditions of the world Trotskyist movement.

The Control Commission recommends that the .Inter-
nationalist Tendency's status as a separate, rival party
be recognized and that the members of the Internation-
alist Tendency party be informed that this status places
them outside the constitutional provisions of membership
in the Socialist Workers Party.

2. Regarding the status of the ideological supporters
of the IMT who are not members of the IT party. Berta
Langston and Bob Langston contended in their document
that it is possible to be an ideological supporter of ‘the
IMT and to abide by the SWP constitution. They-also
recognized that it is not possible to hold membership in
the IT and abide by the SWP constitution.

The Control Commission recommends that supporters
of the IMT political positions who are not members of
the IT party remain members of the SWP as long as
they abide by the constitution of the SWP, the organiza-
tional principles of the SWP, and the democratic centralist
norms of the world Trotskyist movement. We note that
the rights of membership include the right to form a ten-
dency or faction, within the bounds delineated by the
1965 document on organizational principles of the SWP.

3. The evidence clearly establishes the complxclty of
members of the elected leadership of the Fourth Inter-
national in the IT's decision to form a rival party. But
the full extent of this complicity, and further documentation
detailing it, are not available to the Control Commission of
the SWP. The jurisdiction of this Control Commission is
limited to the SWP, and we do not have the power to
obtain information going beyond this limit.

Part II

Findings

We found a discrepancy between the way in which the
leaders of the Internationalist Tendency describe them-
selves in documents that they make available to the en-
tire SWP and the way in which they describe themselves
in their own internal discussion documents that have been
kept secret from the SWP. For example, in his letter of
June 9, 1974, to the Political Committee (appended) Bill
Massey states that "the IT is not a faction, secret or other-
wise, it is a tendency.” But in the IT's secret internal discus-
sion bulletin, IT leader Vincent (John Barzman) describes

the IT as "not merely an ideological tendency, but the
nucleus of a future section" (his article is appended). Vin-
cent's description of the IT as the nucleus of a future
section is repeated in several of the documents. -

The IT Is a Separate Party

Even this description, however, understates the situa-
tion. The IT's description of its own structure and method
of functioning clearly indicates that it is already a separate
party. One example is given by the report on the IT




national convention which is published in the June 6,
1974, issue of the secret "Internationalist Tendency NeWs—
letter” (appended). The report opens as follows:

"The first national conference of the Internationalist
Tendency was held in Chicago on the Memorial Day
weekend, May 25, 26, 27. The conference had been pre-
ceded by a discussion period of three months which elicited
twelve discussion bulletins containing thirty-four different
contributions to the discussion. Discussion” around these
took place in every area of the Tendency. Delegates were
elected ‘on the basis of five persons per delegate. There
were twenty-four delegates and ten consultative delegates.”

The convention elected a Presiding Committee. It also
elected a Nominating Committee which brought in recom-
mendations for a new IT Steering Committee (National
Committee). A Steermg Committee of 19 full members
and 10 alternates was elected (One full mémber later
resigned.)

Following the convention of the’ IT, there was a Steer-
ing Commlttee Plenum It elected a Political Committee.
The report on. the IT convention states that "The PC will
consist of the six PC members now resident in Chicago
plus 3 other members of the Steenng Committee not resi-
dent in Chicago at this time. The PC, with the approval
of the Steering Committee, will recommend the three ad-
ditional members who will move.to the center in Chicago.”

In addition to such procedures, the IT documents re-
veal that there is an IT national -office; a fulltirhe staff,
and provisions for various commissions. - Fér ‘example,
the IT convention report on Work in the YSA, which
included the proposal for a spec1aI YSA commtsswn,
was accepted unanimously. ‘Another article’in the IT news-
letter indicates that a YSA commission of 10° members
was established.

The June 6 IT newsletter also informs us that "the center
is currently dlscussmg putting regional travelers on full
time in Houston, Chicago and New York." It also in-
forms us that the IT is organized into "local tendency
units.” The newsletter also calls upon each local unit to
elect an executive commlttee, to supervise the carrying
out of the work of the local unit.

The IT internal communication of June 14 1974 (ap-
pended), gives additional information about the party
structure of the IT. The communication, signed by Gilbert,
for the IT PC, was sent to "Steering Committee Members,
Area Orgamzers, Financial Directors, and Publications Di-
rectors.” .

-This communication reveals . that the IT has demded
upon a subscription drive for Inprecor with ass1gned
quotas for each local _unit of the IT, and a sales cam-
paign for Inprecor, for the Old Mole, publication of the
Canadian Revolutionary Marxist Group (RMG), and for
International, publication of the British International Marx-
ist Group (IMG), with proposed quotas for the regular
bundles to be taken by the local units of the IT.

‘The communication calls for substantial financial com-
mitments by IT members and asks that "all areas adopt
a policy of regular payments to the center based on their
membership figures." The IT Steering Committee has
adopted a recommendation of "a $7.00 per person sustain-
er per week to the center.” -

‘The communication describes some of the purposes such
funds are needed for: this includes back debts for Old Mole

bundles, for domestic and international travel, and for
printing cosfs® for the "Chilean supplement" distributed
on the May 11 demonstrations; monéy is alsoneeded for
full-time  IT staff and for travel expenses for an IMT
representative ‘on tour in the USA; in dddition money
is ‘requested in ‘order "o have 'a really interventionist
role in the YSA preconvéntion’ dlscussmn nahohally —
this ‘includes travel subsidies for YSAefs’ travelling to
the upcoming "YSA Nationral Committee plenum ‘Money
is also “requested for the publicatlons progtam of ‘the
IT— several pamphlets have been pro;ected as part of
this publications program:” i

In these activities and prOJeetxons, the - secret IT" struc—
ture functlons as a parallel party structure '

The IT Determmes Its Own Independent Areas of Actmzty

The main areas of work to- be carried out by the local
units of the IT are defined ni the June 6 IT newsletter
as these three: - %

- ¥, Internal education: and the elaborahon of IT per-
spectives. - Also better internal -organization such as "taking
and - sending regulai minutes to “the-center, Taising the
finaneial commitment’ to’ the tendency, learmng to orgamze
meetmgs more efﬁclenﬂy M - :

2. Intervennon in the SWP and YSA. The .IT newsletter
describes . this as just. one Qf three areas of IT activity.
The' document by Estreugal K and. Rahdnik' (appended)
quotes. from the draft political perspectives. document by
Hank Williams (Bill Massey) . who -states that "we just
want the tendency locals to :work out.as parf.of their
overall work a contihnued and well- rounded :participa-
tion in the activities of the branches" (emphasis: added).
The IT newsletter states that in this work "the interven-
tion into the YSA is the most impartant. prierity.” An
article by Inessa in the IT newsletter outlining "Our Tasks
in the YSA" states that "some of our.own' regional probing
can be done:while fulfilling. YSA assignments ... how-
ever, the most returns will- come from forays into the
region. . . ."In .all-of the IT documents the YSA: and
SWP are treated as a unit, and SWP nmiembers who -are not
members of the YSA are also encouraged to partxc:pate
in the "intervention into the YSA."

3. Public work by the IT, which is descnbed in the IT
newsletter ‘as "contact work for the F.L" This work includes
"contact work ‘at the- job, at school, or’in the course of
trade union or political activity." A ‘goal is ‘to "develop
a periphéry of people who listen to us. . . ." The IT news
letter also states that ". . . we can €ven také actions given
a favorable relationship of forces.” In deséribing the public
work of the IT, the Estreugal-Rahdnik ‘document states
that "by no stretch of the im#gindtion can this be called
'participation in the ddy to day work of the branches.'"

The IT Violates the SWP Constztut’lon

The structure and method of operatan ot’ the IT" are
in violation of the constxtutlon and orgamzatlonal prin-
ciples of the SWP which make it explicit that the SwWp
has the right to regulate. ‘both its 1nternal affaus and
the public activity of all SWP mem,l;ers ‘

The 1965 resolutlon on the; otgamzatmnal princxples
of the SWP states: "A, dlssentmg minority has the .right
to organize itself, but the conduct of organized minorities;



just as that of every individual member, must. be subject
to regulation by official party bodies. The party is there-
fore entitled to organize its internal discussion and to de-
termine the forms and.limits. . . . Official party bodies
must .determine correct procedure, both in public. activity
and in the regulation of internal affairs, on the basis
of the party's principles and statutes” (page 20).

When organized. groupings are formed in the party,
there are three key norms that must be observed to insure
party unity and . to uphold the pnnclple of democrahc
centralism.

1. While a faction has the right to meet privately and
determine its own structure, it must inform the party as
a whole of its organizational nature: its basis for mem-
bership, its structure, its membership composition, its lead-
ership composition, the powers of its leadership bodies,
and the extent of its discipline.

2. A faction must loyally participate in the work of the

party, including participating in the internal activities
of the party, in external party-building activities, and in
fulfilling financial obligations to the party. Faction fi-
nances and faction activity are permitted; but the needs
of the party take precedence over the needs of the faction.
Any faction finances or faction activity must be ¢arried
out only within the context of maintaining normal mem-
bership obligations in these areas.
. 3. The conduct of the faction, in both internal party
matters and in external- activity, is subject to the direc-
tion of the official party bodies. Faction dlsmphne must
be subordinate to party discipline.

The IT violates all .three of these norms. It is neither
an ideological tendency nor a legitimate faction. Tt is
qualitatively different from either.

The FT Functions Secretly

The entire structure of the IT, as disclosed in its in-
ternal bulletins, has been kept secret from the party.
Furthermore, when Bill Massey and John Barzman were
asked directly by members of the Control Commission
if there existed a steering committee or other leadership
body of the IT, they did not answer; Bill Massey only
replied - that he would "think about" the question (see re-
port appended).

There is an IT "security pohcy vis @ vis the SWP. It
is designed to hide IT activity from the SWP. This security
policy includes the use of pseudonyms that are not party
names and deceptive covers attached to the secretly eir-
culated IT discussion bulletins (see appended examples).
This security policy extends to the IT's own internal func-
tioning, as shown by the listing of two of its bulletins
as having "restricted” circulation within the IT (see append-
ed list of IT bulletins). One of these "restricted” bulletins
bears the title, "Unless We Believe the SWP To Be Re-
formable. . . "

The IT also attempts to impose organizational disci-
pline, as evidenced by the decision of the IT Political
Committee on May 4, 1974: "To reject the resignation
of Comrades Berta Langston and Bob Langston on the
grounds that it is contradictory to their open support to
the International Majority Tendency” (appended to the
document by Berta Langston and Bob Langston). Thus,
the IT attempts to require all ideological supporters of
the IMT ‘to join the IT. But the IT has not informed
the SWP of the nature and extent of its discipline.

- The articles published in the secret IT internal bulletin
and newsletter, and the decisions of the IT national con-
vention also show that the political basis for membership
in the IT is different from the positions stated in the dec-
larations of the IT published in the SWP internal bulletins.

The IT Does Not Participate Actively in the Work of the
Party

In his letter to the SWP Political Committee of June 9,
1974, Bill Massey alleges that "no effort whatsoever has
been made to integrate comrades of the LT. mto areas
of work that they wqu]d participate in wholeheartedly
or with relatively less tension." The Control Commission
found, on the contrary, that the IT, by its own choosmg,
does not participate actlvely in the work of the SWP .

The August 1973 convention of the SWP took note
of the lack of participation by IT members in the pa.rty
bulldmg activities of their local units.

However, the 1973 convention decided to wipe thg ‘date
clean on this past record of inactivity and to move for-
ward with the expectation that all members of the paﬂ’y
would participate fully and loyally in its work.

As part of the Control Commission investigation, we
examined many - statistics and reports on the activities
of the party branches. From these reports we were #ble
to. determine the functioning of the members of thg IT
after the August 1973 convention. The material examinéd
shows that the IT's policy of non-participation in party-
building . .activities has not changed since the convenﬁon
A few examples follow.

" Militant Sales. The SWP projected an 18-week sprmg
sales campaign with the goal of selling 10,000 lettzmts
in a single week. In Chicago, no member of the IT sg;d
more than a total of 8 Militants over the course of the
entire 18 weeks. The average number of Militants sold
per IT member per week during the sales campaign was
0.2. The average number sold per week by non-IT mem-
bers in Chicago was over 8.0. .

Financial Contributions. In the IT internal communi-
cation of June 14, 1974, the IT Steering Committee pro-
jects a sustainer goal of $7.00 per person per week to
the IT center. In this context, the communication states
"Some areas such as Houston and Phlladelphla have
been "models financially” as well as in other ways."

"The members of the IT in Houston and Philadelphia
have not been "models financially” with respect to their lo-
cal branches of the SWP. In Houston, the average weekly
sustainer of the IT members is $1.62. The average weekly
sustainer of non-IT members in Houston is $8.40. In
Philadelphia, two IT members lowered their weekly sus-
tainer from $10.00 to $2.00 after joining the IT. The other
two IT members in Philadelphia have a weekly sustainer of
$2.00 and $1.00 respectively. The average weekly sustain-
of non-IT members in Philadelphia is $9.15. We found' this
same pattern of financial boycott on the part of IT" mem-
bers to exist around the country.

Participation in Branch Functions. We also 'fpund a
general pattern of low attendance on the part of IT"mem-
bers at branch meetings, forums, and other branch func-
tions. In Oakland-Berkeley, no member of the IT had
attended more than 3 out of the last 10 forums, and only
3 IT members had attended any of the 10 forums at all.
In Washington, D.C. IT members averaged an attendance
at less than half of the branch meetings.




SWP ' Election Campaigns.: In Texas, the party is con-
ducting a major campaign to obtain over 50,000 sig-
natures in order to have the SWP placed on the ballot
in the fall elections. The IT members in Houston, Texas,
make up 31.7 percent of the mémbership, yet they col-
lected only 5.92 percent of the signatures that had been
collected as of June 7. Out of 1119.7 total hours petltlon-
ing by that date,’ the IT members together contrlbuted a
total of 89.

These are only a few illustrative examples drawn from
a general national pattern of inactivity by the IT in all
aspects of party building that have been decided upon as
priorities by the SWP. This can only be described as a
sy stematic and sustained boycott of party-building activity.

We also examined the IT internal communication of
June 14, 1974 regardmg bundles, assigned quotas, and
subscription campaigns for publications of the Br1tlsh
IMG and Canadian RMG. The IT has umlaterally de-
cided to organize its own public sales campaigns for
these publications. They have not proposed sales .cam-
paigns for. these publlcatlons to the SWP Political Com-
mittee. Nor is there any mention made of the need. to
organize such sales under the drrectlon of the appropriate
SWP bodies responsible for propaganda work or to or-
ganize sales of the publications of the American Trotsky-
ist movement }

The Socialist Workers Party has the responsibility and

authority to declde upon the best way to. advance the;

ideas of Trotskylsm in the United States. The SWP has
placed first prlonty on sales of The Militant and Inter-
national Saczalzst Revww .The IT sales and subscription
campaigns decided upon umlaterally by the IT have no
relation ‘to the campaigns decided upon by the SWP as
awhole ,

The same general conclusions can be drawn w1th re-
gard to the declsmns of the IT, as disclosed in the IT

internal newsletter and communication, for assignment,
of personnel. Transfers from one city to another, or as-
signments fo one area of work or another are made uni-,

laterally by the IT. There is no consideration given any-
where in any of ‘these IT documents to the needs of the
SWP in making such assignments.

The conclusion drawn by the Control Comm1ssmn is that
the. .goals and pohtlcal priorities for activity by members
of the separate IT organization are determined totally
independently of . the goals and priorities decided upon
by ‘the SWP. -

The Control Commlssmn also notes that party-build-
ing activity is not merely a desirable norm. It is a eri-
terion for membership, as defined in Artlcle II1, Section 1
of the SWP constitution: “Every person who accepts the

program of the Party and _agrees to submit to its disci-

pline and engage actively in its work shall be gligible
ta membershlp These responsibilities are spelled out in
more detail in the 1965 resolution codifying the organi-
zational principles of the SWP .

The IT Rqects the Discipline of the SWP in Internal
Matters

The Control Comm1ss1on has concluded that the in-
ternal documents of the IT and the other evidence in our
possession reveal a consistent pattern of violation of SWPp
discipline by the IT. These violations occur in both in-

ternal and external matters, including both mass work
and- relations with opponent political groups. The Con-
trol Commission notes that this pattern of IT violations
of SWP discipline has been escalating since the August
1973 convention of the SWP, and has become very blatant
in the past two months.

The 1965 document on' the organizational principles
of .the SWP emphasizes that "the party exercises the right to
regulate its internal affairs” (page 13). The'IT has flouted
this democratic centralist principle. Two areas bear special
mention: the conduct of internal political dlscussmn and the
conduct of SWP members in the YSA ) -

The IT's Secret Internal Political Discussion

In the early 1960s the Robertsomtes claimed the un-
conditional right to determine their own conduct 1n51de
the party. The 1965 SWP resolution rejects this claim,
saying that "to grant such demands for specral license
to organized minorities would strip the party of the right
to regulate its internal affairs and would undermme its
whole democratic-centralist structure. . . . The yparty
would become converted into an all-inclusive federation
of autonomous factions; it would degenerate into a po-
litical jungle where perpetual factional warfare prevalled"
(page 15). '

The 1965 resolution further states that "the party is
therefore entitled to organize its internal discussion and
to- determine the forms and limits" (page 20). The tlme,
place, and extent of all internal discussion are determined
by the democratically elected leadershrp bodies of the
SWP; not by an arbitrary group of individuals within
the party. A faction has the right to ‘circulate drafts of
proposed documents among faction members for the pur-
pose of preparing material for presentation to the party
as a whole. But an organized faction can circulate its
own ‘internal discussion bulletin only on the condition
that it receive the prior approval of the party and that
its bulletin be made available to the party.

The IT has violated this principle of Leninist organi-
zation. There is even one contribution to' the ‘secret IT
bulletin that affords an ironic commentary on the IT
violation of SWP norms. The article by Carapace, et al.
(appended) voices the opinion that breaking democratic
centralist norms should not be allowed within the IT:
"We argue for ‘a break with the traumatic democratism
inherited from our passage in the SWP ... a comrade
or ‘a group of comrades, whether they pay for the ma-
terial or not, cannot take it upon themselves to launch
a discussion or a debate or widely c1rculate documents
without the organization's approval this is not central-
ism, it opens the door to chaos and it is absolutely in-
admissible’ (emphasis in the original).

Carapace et al. misunderstand the SWP when they think
that the SWP has failed to note the fact that the IT has
been breakmg the democratic centralist norms of the SWP.
In fact, the record shows that the SWP, in order to maxi-
mize the chances for political clarity in the discussion,
has bent over backwards in abstaining from using or-
ganizational measures to deal with the IT's growing pat-.
tern of v1olat10ns of discipline. Many warnings were given
in an attempt to allow the IT a chance to alter its course.

The secret circulation of private internal dlseussmn bul-
letins by the IT has apparently been going on for a long



time. Leaders of the IT, Vincent, Hank Williams, Mitchell,
and Mike Patrick (all pseudonyms), have a-contribution
in IT. bulletin No. 8, in which they refer to a question
that "was discussed in response to the Gregorich-Passen
split .in the 'Jules Verne document' .circulated in the PO
[Proletarian Orientation Tendency]." (The relevant section
-of the. Vincent-Williams-Mitchell-Patrick document is ap-
pended.) . The. Gregorich-Passen split occurred on October
26, 1972, long before the formation of the IT. The SWP
has never been informed of a "Jules Verne document.”
Nor had the SWP been informed by Bill Massey of the
preparations for the Gregorich-Passen split from the SWP.

The formation of the Proletarian Orientation Tendency
was announced openly, in the SWP during the 1971 pre-
convention dlscussxon perlod The fact that the secret cir-
culafion of the "Jules Verne document” is part. of the pre-
hlstory of the IT shows that.some component of the IT
'has been functlomng as a secret faction on a permanent
basrs The 1965 SWP resolution points out that "tempo-
rary groupings that. arise out of conjunctural political
differences should not be perpetuated regardless of prin-
crpled considerations indicating the need for their disso-
lution. (e A danger arises that such permanent forma-
nons may degenerate mto unprincipled cliques bound
together by personal associations” (page 13).

_. The unprincipled combinationism that the 1965 reso-
lution warns against is evident in the IT document en-
tltled "A Reply to Comrade Massey from Los .Angeles”
(appended) The Los Angeles group of the IT, in de-
mandmg mlnonty representatlon within the IT, wrlte:
"The assertion [by Massey] that ‘the June 10th Tendency
101ned the IT on the basis of the platform of the IMT .

is not qu1te accurate .

"Our, views on the role .of g'uen]la warfare in Latm
America. were expressed quite clearly in the June 10th
Pgsmon Paper (although guardedly, because it was in-
troduced into the debate with the LTF). In essence we
called for a rejection of the guenllalst strategy. implied
in the 9th World Congress resolution on Latin America
(and _explicitly repeated in the [IEC Majority] resolution
on Bolivia of December 2, 1972), and for a return to
the Leninist line on the road to power. . . . :

"Furthermore, this ‘resolution was smgled out as one
of the planks in the platform of the IMT. A significant
section of the . IT is _categorically opposed to this line,
but th1s found no reflection in the delegation to the con-
gress. The plain fact is that the resolution on Latin Amer-
ica at the 9th W. C. was fundamentally wrong on the
question of guerilla warfara (no matter what else was
right about it), and contrzbuted to the disorientation of
a number of Latin American sectzons" (all emphasis in
the original).

Thus, the Los Angeles IT members assert in the secret
IT . dlscussmn that they oppose the line of the IMT on
Bolivia. Nevertheless, when an open vote took place on
the IMT resolution on Bolivia in the Los Angeles branch
of the SWP thése comrades voted for the IMT resolution.

This shows the pernicious effects of .unprincipled com-
binationism and secret discussion, as is pointed out ‘in
the 1965 SWP resolution. A faction has no right to con-
duct an internal political discussion that is kept secret
from the party, and then to bind its members to disci-
pline’ on political questions when they participate m the
party's internal discussion. :

. The secret circulation of private internal. discussion bul-

letins :denies the democratie: right of the party membership
as a whole to -access to all points of view in arriving
at political decisions, and it sets centrifugal forces into
motion, inside the party. The 1965 resolution clearly ex-
plains the 1mp11cat10ns of such conduct: .

"Concentration .on prlvate dlscussxons of disputed is-
sues, on the other hand, tends .to glve the comrades in-
volved a onesided view and warps their capacity for
objective pohtlcal Judgment Inexperienced comrades es-
pecially are made the target of such lopsided discussion
methods. The aim is to line them up qulckly in a closed
caucus, and prejudice their thinking 'before they have
heard an open party debate. When dismdent views are
introduced into the party in that manner groupmgs tend
to form "and harden, and the dissenting; views tend to
assert themselves 'in disruptive fashion, before the party
4s ‘a ‘whole has had a ‘chance to face and act on ‘the xs-
sues in dispute" (page 12)

The IT "Intervention Into the YSA”

‘The ‘activifies of SWP members w1thm the Young. $o
cialist ‘Alliance are gutded by the umque relatlonshlp be—
tween the two organizatlons

“The YSA is in fraternal pohtlcal solidarity with ‘the
SWP; -there are many joint acflvities and common infer—
ventions in mass work; the internal discussion bullehns
of the SWP and of the Fourth International are generally
made " available to the YSA, upon request of its elected
leadership; YSA members are generally invited to attend
SWP conventions; a representative of the YSA, elecfed
by~ ‘the YSA: National Executive ‘Committee, sits with vote
oh the Political Committee of the SWP." i

*But ‘the SWP and YSA are independent organizaﬁons :
Each determines its own policies by democratic vote of
its- own membershlp ‘The SWP has no statutory rlghts
within the YSA" and the YSA has no statutory rights with—'
in the SWP, ‘

In his letter ‘of June 9, 1974, to the SWP Political Com-'
mittee, ” Bill Massey states that "the I. T. has held 1omt
meetings with 'SWP ITers and YSA ITers. . . We have
not hidden ‘the ‘fact that we hold joint meetmgs, in fact,
we have informed the Party. about it in the past" The
Control Commission notes that it is not sufficient to "in-
form" the SWP of such activrty Such activity by SWP

members must récerve authorization from the SWP. The'
orgamzatlonal report adopted by the 1971 SWP conven-
tion reaffirmed the principle, with specific reference to-
the YSA, that party members in all areas of’ work are
bound by party discipline.”

The record shows that no SWP mémber in the YSA
has ever been put under SWP discipline not to present
their views concerning questions under dispute in the
world movement when internal discussion has beeh opened
up in the YSA on these queéstions by the elected YSA
leadership. Further, in the YSA preconventlon discussion
period in 1973, upon the request of the YSA leadership,
the SWP took the exceptional step of allowing SWP. mem-
bers in the YSA to present views contrary ‘to those of
the SWP on questions relating to _political perspectives
in the ‘United States. But no authorization ‘has ever been
given to SWP members in the Y SA to raise contrary views
at all times and under all circumstances.

Not only is the IT intervention into the YSA by SWP
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members of the IT unauthorized by the SWP but it is
carried out in violation of YSA discipline as well. The
pattern of IT violations of SWP discipline already dis-
cussed, as well as that which follows, are also violations
of YSA discipline. Under no circumstances does the SWP
permit SWP members to violate YSA discipline.
Furthermore, the extent of the IT's activity with non-
party YSAers is far greater than "joint meetings." The
IT newsletter report on the IT convention establishes that
the IT members in the YSA who are not members of
the SWP and the IT members in the SWP are organized
together into one unitary organization on all levels. In
fact, the statistics presented in the IT newsletter show
that more than one-third of the ITers who were present
at the IT convention were not members of the SWP. This
violates the most elementary principles of democratic cen-
tralism guiding the relationship between the SWP and YSA.

"The IT Rejects SWP Discipline in External Work

The IT "security policy" also applies to its external
work. The formulations in the IT documents with regard
to external work are edited for "security" vis a vis the
SWP, to hide the IT policy of violating SWP discipline.
Nevertheless, a reading of the IT's internal documents
makes the facts clear.

The article by Berta Langston and Bob Langston quotes
from the Hank Williams (Bill Massey) document to prove
that the policy of the IT is to put itself forward in pub-
lic as an independent entity. The Williams document states
that "our major thrust must be carefully drawing up a
line for the party to implement in specific situations, and
then showing how it should be carried out. More can
be shown with actions than words. This will force us
to start thinking in motion rather than in position. Work-
ing out a line and putting it into practice is better than
talking about it only." The Williams document states,
concerning groups outside the SWP, that the IT "must
work with them."

Berta Langston and Bob Langston also emphasized that
there is a "ack, anywhere in the [Williams] document,
of any specification that when we carry out those actions
that speak louder than words, those actions should be
carried out under the supervision of the appropriate lead-
ing bodies of the SWP and YSA." They concluded that
the line of the IT "would lead not merely to instances
but to patterns of organizational indiscipline in regard
to the party and YSA." And they stated that "the com-
rades of the ITPC [IT Political Committee] are project-
ing a line the logic of which is precisely to build a rival
organization to the SWP."

The documentary material of the IT itself shows clearly
that these conclusions by Berta Langston and Bob Lang-
ston are accurate.

We note further that the Estreugal-Rahdnik document
states that "many comrades of the IT have been invited
over the years to give classes, participate in discussion
groups outside the party, help build united front actions,
etc. We will continue to do these very same things; and
if the SWP leadership attempts to prevent us from doing
contact work, they will be in direct violation of the agree-
ments reached at the Tenth World Congress, and the is-
sue can be fought out on that basis.” Estreugal and Rahd-
nik feel that the "agreements” reached at the World Con-
gress release them from any obligation to conduct public

work under the supervision of the SWP. Accordingly,
they. argue for loosening the IT "security policy” in this
regard: "There is no need to engage in such activity fur-
tively or feel that we may be violating security.”

The IT newsletter of June 6, 1974, states that the trade-
union resolution was passed unanimously by the IT na-
tional convention. One passage in that resolution is as
follows: "The fact that we are in-the SWP automatically
poses the question of what to do with potential recruits
that we are able to draw around us. . . . if the potential
recruits find joining the SWP an uninviting alternative
then we have the duty to help sustain their interest in
the politics of the Fourth International through a va-
riety of means including study classes, reading programs,
action interventions, and social functions (tavern raps,
dinners, parties, etc.). It is entirely possible that concen-
trations of potential recruits may desire to coalesce in
some organizational form." (The relevant section of the
IT trade-union resolution is appended.)

Thus, the IT policy is to build groups in the labor
movement behind the back of the SWP. :

The Control Commission feels that the IT documents,
in themselves, are sufficient to prove that it is IT policy
to violate the discipline of the SWP in public work. There
are three aspects of this policy to note in particular: (1.)
It is IT policy to carry out its own public activities and
public interventions in mass work regardless of decisions
by the SWP unit in charge of such activities. (2.) It is
IT policy to carry out unauthorized work with groups
outside the SWP. (3.) It is IT policy to construct its own
groups in the mass movement behind the back of the
SWP.

Our investigation has also uncovered specific instances
showing how the IT applies its policy of violating SWP
discipline in public work.

The May 11, 1974, Actions and Other Examples

‘In his letter of June 9, 1974, to the SWP Political Com-
mittee, Bill Massey acknowledges the responsibility of the
IT leadership for the public IT intervention on the Chile
solidarity demonstrations that occurred on the weekend
of May 11, 1974. In their remarks to the National Com-
mittee on June 23, 1974 (appended), Bill Massey and
John Barzman reiterated this position. Bill Massey stated,
"there is no facts in dispute, or it hasn't been brought
out, since we've taken the position that we've done what
you have charged that we have done, we admit that and
take responsibility for it, we don't promise to discontinue
it at all.”

Our review of the documentation concerning the inci-
dents of May 11 shows that the essential facts are these:
(1.) The various local units of the SWP decided upon
a certain tactical course of action on these Chile soli-
darity demonstrations. (2.) The IT was present during
these discussions in most branches and was aware of
the SWP policy on these demonstrations. (3.) The IT
had proposed an alternative tactical course of action in
some local -units of the SWP, the IT proposals were dis-
cussed, and the IT proposals were rejected. (4.) The IT
did not appeal these decisions to higher bodies of the
SWP. (5.) The IT, acting in a coordinated, uniform way
on a national scale, carried out in public the tactical
course of action that had been rejected. For the most
part this public intervention by the IT consisted of selling
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the Old Mole, newspaper of the Canadian RMG, or dis-
tributing the September 1973 statement of the United Sec-
retariat on Chile rather than carrying out the assignments
that they had been given by the local units of the SWP.

In his letter of June 9, Bill Massey offers the follow-
ing. justification for the IT rejection of SWP discipline

in public activity: "Our comrades have the right to sell -

the press of the International and they have the right
to hand out the statements of the F.I. We would prefer
that the Party implement that line in its own tactical form,
but if the Party refuses to do this, then we will, without
shirking other assignments, continue defending the line
of the Fourth International. We acknowledge having done
it on May 11th and we promise to do it again when the
need arises.” .

We note two things about-this argument.

1. It does not describe the real position of the IT. The
secret IT documents show that the IT has a general policy
of carrying out its own activity in public, regardless. of
whether it is authorized by the SWP or not, and this gen-
eral policy of unauthorized public activity by the IT is
not limited to cases like Chile work, in which the IT has
a political difference with the SWP. (We also note that
no elected leadership body of the Fourth International
has ever objected to the tactics of the SWP in carrying
out Chile work.)

There are reports in the files we examined that show
that the IT carries out its own independent public inter-
ventions in cases where there is no disagreement on politi-
cal line in the world Trotskyist movement. We append
one such report, a letter dated June 16, 1974, from Pat
Grogan of the Chicago SWP branch to the SWP national
office. Her letter indicates that on the day concerned mem-
bers of the IT refused to carry out their assignments de-
cided upon by the branch, and instead carried out the un-
authorized assignments that they had been given in the
IT. This violation of SWP discipline included an inde-
pendent IT intervention in a rally on behalf of Soviet
dissidents.
Secretariat discussed work on behalf of Soviet dissidents
and agreed unanimously on how to conduct this work.

Thus we conclude that the policy of the IT has nothing
to do with its argument that it is necessary for the IT
to carry out the line of the majority of the Fourth In-
ternational.

This argument is sunply part of the IT's "security policy”
used to provide cover for its unauthorized public activity,
and its rejection of SWP discipline in public activity.

2. The argument is wrong on the face of it. There are
no grounds whatsoever to allow any individual or group
of individuals to take it upon themselves to decide when,
where and how to implement policy. In fact, the IT ac-
tions are not only in violation of the constitution and or-
ganizational principles of the SWP, but they are also in
contradiction with the statutes and orgamzatlonal prin-
ciples of the Fourth International.

The statutes of the Fourth International state the fol-
lowing: '

Article 31: "National sections exercise jurisdiction within
their own countries. . . . National sections exercise dis-
ciplinary powers over their own members.”

Article 15: "In no case has it [the IEC] the power to
alter the majority rule of a regularly elected leadership
of a national section." (International Information Bul-

We note that on April 20, 1974, .the United
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letin, January 1969, part 1, pp. 11, 8).

Not even the IEC has the right to do what the IT ar-
rogates to itself!

The IT argument is also in contradlctlon with the IMT
Political Resolution adopted by the 1974 World Congress,
which the IT says it supports: That resolution states:
"The task of the center cannot consist of making authori-
tative decisions about the tactics of national sections; this
is forbidden by the International's statutes,” _

The article by Berta Langston and Bob Langston also
shows up the falsity of the argument raised by the IT:
"As far as we know, however, to appeal to the [World}
Congress to justify such activities is incorrect. As far
as we know, there is nothing in any document adopted
by the Congress that would confer on a grouping within
a section the authority to carry out any line in the name
of the International; nor is there, as far as we know, _any-
thing in any document that prescribes any tactical line
for the United States in carrying out the political line of
the FL" (emphasis in original)

If permltted to continue, the actions of the IT would
result in the total breakdown of the authority of the units
of the SWP. Democratic centralism would be thrown over-
board. '

The IT Violates SWP Discipline in Work With Groups
Outside the SWP

The internal documents of the IT show that it is the
policy ‘of the IT to carry out its own independent politi-

cal work with out51de groups behind the back of the SWP.
This is a very serious violation of SWP discipling all

work with outside pohtlcal groups, especially work in-
volving opponent groups must be carried out under the

close and direct supervision of the SWP. Full mforma“—f';
tion on all such activities must be provided to the SWP

units responsible for such work.
The Control CommISSIOH has concrete evidence of IT

violations of SWP discipline in this area. This includes

not only instances of-unauthorized political work with

outside political groups, but also instances of IT work.

with such groups in direct violation of decisions against

such activity by local SWP units. We append evidence that .

shows the following: -

® Unauthorized IT intervention in the nanonal con-
ference of the Attica Brigade, a Maoist opponent group.

® Unauthorized IT work with the Puerto Rican So-
cialist Party of New York.

® Unauthorized work in the Stalinist-dominated Emer-
gency Committee to Defend Democracy in Chile in San
Jose, California.

@ Unauthorized work with the Revolutionary Marx-
ist Collective in San Francisco and Oakland-Berkeley.
This includes unauthorized participation in a closed study
circle of the RMC by a member of the IT. _

® Unauthorized work with various opponent groups
in Minneapolis.

® Unauthorized work with various opponent groups
in Madison, Wisconsin.

® Unauthorized work with the Baltlmore Marxist Group'

and Chile Resistance Committee.

Attendance at IT National Convention by a Non-
Member of Either the SWP or YSA
We append a report showing that a person from the




Washington, D. C., area who is not a member of either
the SWP or the YSA or of any section or sympathizing
organization of the Fourth International attended the na-
tional convention of the IT. This was in complete viola-
tion of the organizational norms of functioning by party
members. This person was present during discussion on
how the IT planned to intervene in the SWP and YSA/
Furthermore, the Washington, D. C., branch of the SWP
has never at any time decided to give internal SWP bul-
letins to this person, or even to inform him about the
internal debate in the world Trotskyist movement. Nor
has it ever been proposed in the branch to do so. Yet
he was made familiar with the internal discussion in the
SWP and the Fourth International..

This person was also made familiar with the secret
documents of the IT. In them he could read various state-
ments attacking the SWP such as those in the Williams
document that the SWP is "deadly sick” and that its cadre
"are politically incapable of either understanding or put-
ting into practice a revolutionary line." He could read
in the Carapace, et al. document a description of the SWP
and YSA as the "the SWP sect and its bastard offspring.”
A perusal of the IT internal documents will show many
other similar statements.

The IT Is a Rival Party to the SWP

The documents of the IT provide overwhelming proof
that the IT is a separate party organization operating
both within the SWP and. outside the SWP. It has its own
highly organized and centralized independent party struc-
ture functioning on all levels. It has its own party dis-
cipline that supersedes SWP discipline. It determines its
own areas of external activity, independent of and in
violation -of SWP decisions concerning external work. Ex-
cept for payment of dues (not financial sustainers), it
violates every criterion of membership in the SWP, as
defined in the constitution and orgamzahonal prmc1ples
of the party.

In their resxgnatlon document, Berta Langston and Bob
Langston stated that the logic of the IT line was "pre-
cisely to build a rival organization to-the SWP." The docu-
ments of the IT clearly show that this logic has been
carried out to its conclusion.

The IT party writes off the SWP. Berta Langston and
Bob Langston quoted from the Hank Williams (Bill Mas-
sey) document giving the IT estimate of the SWP. The
SWP is described as having a "petty bourgeois methodol-
ogy" and "the methodology of a right wing opportunist
sect.” The SWP is judged "deadly sick,” and it is conclud-
ed as "an objective fact that the cadre of this party are
politically incapable. of either understanding or puttmg
into practice a revolutionary line.”

The above statements of the IT are not those of a group
that is loyal to the Socialist Workers Party, and that
sees the SWP as the nucleus of the mass revolutionary
Marxist party that must be built. They are not the state-
ments of a loyal minority that has confidence in the cadre
of the party and that seeks to convince the majority
through force of argument, and that pitches in to help
build the party while retaining dissident views.

The 1965 SWP resolution pointed out that party loyalty
is at the very foundation of membership:

"To begin with, loyalty is far more than an abstract
idea; it is a standard of political conduct. The party's

whole democratic-centralist structure is founded on the
rock of organizational loyalty. Without loyal members
the party, as a voluntary organization, would have no
basis upon which to maintain the necessary discipline
in carrying out its revolutionary tasks. Disloyal people
don't believe in the party, they won't pitch in selflessly
to help build it, and they will resist and evade discipline.
That is why the organizational resolution adopted at

‘the SWP's founding convention specified that unconditional
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loyalty to the party is required of every member" (page
10).

Far from seeing the SWP as the nucleus of the mass
revolutionary Marxist party in the United States, the IT
assigns that role solely to itself. As Berta Langston and
Bob Langston explained, the IT sees itself as "an or-
ganized grouping essentially independent of the SWP and
linked to the FI as the nucleus of its 'future’ and 'true'
section in the United States." The Williams document, as
amended by Estreugal-Rahdnik also states that the IT is
the "nucleus of the future section of the Fourth Interna-
tional in the United States.” The IT newsletter report on
the IT national convention states that "the section of the
Rahdnik-Estreugal amendments on the nature of the SWP
were passed as the beginnings of adiscussion within the
IMT."

Berta Langston and Bob Langston*said that "the logic
of the ITPC's position is that the IT, defining itself as the
nucleus of a section in the U.S., would begin to combine
the exercise of political leadership of groupings outside
the SWP and YSA w1th an entry tactic inside the SWP
and YSA."

The IT convention decided that its members in the SWP
should retain nominal membership for the moment. The
IT documents make it clear that this is a tactical decision,
and that the IT is prepared to split formally whenever
it sees fit. There is evidently a dispute over this tactic,
with several IT members urging ‘an immediate open
split. The IT newsletter report on the IT convention states
that "the objective reality of our existence within the
SWP/YSA conflicts in some cases with our subjective de-
sires." The Alexander position, as reported in the IT news-
letter, calls for the speedy withdrawal of the IT from the
SWP and the formation of an open organization. It is ex-
pressed in the "restricted" document, entitled "Unless We
Believe the SWP To Be Reformable...." The Rico docu-
ment (appended), written in April, calls for "preparation
for a sovereign body in the next 3-5 months."

The Carapace, et al. document, signed by a section of
the IT leadership, also argues for the quick, open-split
position, prefacing their remarks by saying that "we have
weighed our words carefully." They state early in their
document that "the transformation of the tendency into a
revolutionary organization has been correctly recognized
by the SC [Steering Committee] to be the number one
item on the agenda." Later they add, "we must prepare
the rest of the International and the revolutionary move-
ment at large for what is going to happen. . . it must be
clear that we are preparing ourselves and by taking our
first steps toward acting as if we were an independent
organization we are quite correctly moving across the
Rubicon.”

The documents of the IT show that it has, in fact, cross-
ed the Rubicon. It has consummated a split. It is a sep-
arate, rival party to the SWP.



‘PART III

The Problem ‘of Complicity of Some Leaders of the Fourth
' International in the IT Splzt

The' evidence 'contained. in the internal documents of
the IT establishes’the complicity of a section of the -elected
“leadership of the Fourth International in the decision by
the IT to split from the SWP and form an independent
party. The leadership of the IMT (International Majority
Tendency), which includes elected leaders of the Fourth
International, was. fully aware of the evolution of the IT,
had access to its internal discussion documents that had
been kept secret from the SWP; participated in the discus-
sions about .IT split pohcy, yet it never, at any time, in-
formed either the elected leadership of the SWP or any of
the elected leadership bodies of the Fourth Internatmnal
about the . splitting course that was being undertaken by
the IT. Documentary evidence proving this is contained
in the IT newsletter of June 6 and the internal communi-
cation of June 14.

-In addition to the IMT Steering Committee, an IMT
international leadership body whose composition has not
been revealed to the Fourth International, these documents
show that there are other elements to the IMT structure.

~“Below the IMT  Steering Committee there is an IMT
Bureau and an Enlarged IMT Bureau. Below this, there
is at least one regional body, the North American Bureau
(NAB). The North American Bureau is not a body of the
Fourth International, but of the IMT. In fact, the existence
of a "North American Bureau" has up until now ‘beén kept
secret from the SWP and the International -as a whole.
The membership -of the IMT Bureau and the Enlarged
IMT Bureau has also been kept.secret.

According to.the IT newsletter, the North Amerlcan Bu-
reau is attended by "comrades from the North American
sections” (emphasis added). The IT internal communica-
tion of June 14 speaks of the-Old Mole as "the paper of
the Canadian section of the IMT" (emphasis added). These
sections are not recognized bodies of the Fourth Inter-
national. :‘We note that in Canada the section of .the Fourth
International is the  LSA/LSO, and that in the United
States, where affiliation..to. the Fourth International is
prohibited by reactionary legislation, the SWP isconsidered
to be the only" orgamzed expression of the Trotskylst
movement.

We also note that the ‘internal 1T document entitled
"A Reply to' Comrade Massey From Los Angeles” speaks
of "the IEC of the IMT."

All of these statements indicate the existence of a secret
parallel intérnational apparatus, different from that of the
recognized and duly elected bodies of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The leadership bodies of this parallel international ap-
paratus conducted discussions about the IT split policy
prior to the IT convention. The IT newsletter reports that
prior to the IT convention there was a meeting of the NAB,
attended by "comrades from the North American sections”
and also a "representative of the IMT Bureau." Discussion
took place "on perspectives for the building of a section
in the United States” and on the 'upcoming IT conven-
tion. After this meeting, the same questions weré discussed

“in the Enlarged IMT .-Bureau. Hank Williams (Bill Mas-
-.sey), who attends meetings of the TEC of the Fourth In-
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ternational -as a fraternal observer, was present at this
meeting. '

The IT newsletter also tells of the existence of a "full
IMT Bureau. report on the American situation, the SWP,
and the perspectives of the IT." This report was presented
in its: entirety at the IT national conference. . The SWP
has never seen this report nor been informed of its exis-
tence. ‘

After’ the IT national convention, another meeting of
the North American Bureau was. scheduled. According
to the IT internal communication of June 14, this meet-
ing has been set for July: 15, 16, 17. The communication
gives .the tour schedule of a representative from the IMT

/Bureau, who will -tour the U.S. for thé IT prior to the

NAB meeting. It is the same comrade who attended the
June plenum of the SWP National Committee. This com-
rade is a member of the United Secretariat of the ‘Fourth
International.

Thus, the IMT leaders not only partlclpated in:discus-

-sions with the IT prior to-the IT split convention; but
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they retain their relations with the IT after the split was
consummated at the IT convention.

Furthermoré, we note that this parallel mternatmnal ap-
paratus attempts to impose discipline on the supporters
of the IMT within the SWP. The IT néwsletter says that
at the meeting of the Enlarged IMT Bureau a motien
was passed saying that "members of the SWP and YSA
who support the -IMT must join or rejoin (in the case
of 9 comrades who recently resigned) the IT." Not. only
does this. motion indicate that discipline is imposed, but
it is an instruction to members of ther SWP to violate
SWP discipline by accepting non-SWP members of the YSA
as members of the IT.

Finally, we note the reports in the IT newsletter -about
political differences inside the. .IMT Bureau concerning
the evaluation:ofithe: SWP. Whereas the Williams [Massey|
leadership of the IT writes off the. SWP, the majority .of
the IMT Bureau thinks that the Williams document "in-
correctly viewed the degenerative process of the SWP as
completed." The IMT Bureau requested the IT to cancel
its convention; the request was rejected- by the IT. And
still not a word about this was said to the elected leader-
ship bodies of the SWP or of the Fourth International.

The RMG representatives present at the IT convention
expressed agreement with the IT position in this internal
dispute. They called for active collaboration between the IT
and RMG in "the struggle within the IMT to break it of
illusions concerning the SWP." ‘

‘Further information is required” to establish the full
extent of the collaboration of leaders of the Fourth In-
ternational in the split of the IT from the Socialist Work-
ers Party. But since the jurisdiction of this Control Com-
mission is limited to SWP members, we do not have the
power to investigate this aspect of the case.




Motions Adopted by the Politica} Committee
~ of the Socialist Workers Party -
July 4, 1974 - :

1. To adopt the Control Commission's two recommen-
dations: (1) "That the Internationalist Tendency's status
as a separate, rival party be recognized and that the
members of the Internationalist Tendency party be in-
formed that this status places them’ outside the constitu-
tional provisions of membership in the Socialist Work-
ers Party,” and (2) "That supporters of the IMT political
positions who are not members of the IT party remain
members of the SWP as long as they abide by the consti-
tution of the SWP, the organizational principles of the SWP,
and . the democratic centralist- norms of the world Trotsky-
ist movement " S

2. fT,o instruct each branch to re-register its membarship
by removing from its rolls as of this date all of the 69
known members -of the Internationalist Tendency party.

3..To send. thé‘ attached letter to the 69 known members
of the.Internationalist Tendency party.

4. To send the attached lettet to a.ll branches and at-
large members B

5. To adapt the draft Polmcal Commattee Sta.tement
6. To unmedlatelry make available to :the membershlp.

in an internal information bulletin all the relevant material
on the split of the Internationalist Tendency party.
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Letter Sent from the Political Committee of the
Socialist Workers Party to the 69 Known Members
of the Internationalist Tendency Party
July 4, 1974

14 Charles Lane
‘New York, New York 10014
July4 1974

TO KNOWN MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL-
IST TENDENCY PARTY.

[A list of 69 names is omitted.]

Dear Comrades, s i

On July 2, 1974, the Control Commission of the So- }
cialist Workers Party, acting under Article VI of the party o
constitution, submitted the following recommendation for :
action to the Political Committee of the Socialist Workers
Party:

"That the :Internationalist Tendency s status as a sep-
arate, rival party be recognized and that the members of
the Internationalist Tendency party be informed that this
status places them outside -the ‘constitutional provisions:
of membership in the Socialist Workers Party."

At its July 4, 1974, meeting the Political Committee
of the Socialist Workers Party voted to adopt the Control
Commission's recommend ation and to instruct each branch
to re-register its: membership. by removing from its rolls
as of this date all of the 69 known members of the In-
ternationalist Fendency party listed above. -

Fraternally,

s/Jack Barnes

National Secretary

for the Political Committee
Socialist Workers Party

cc: SWP branches and at-large members
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Letter Sent from the Political Committee
of the Socialist Workers Party
to All Branches and At-large Members,
July 4, 1974

14 Charles Lane
New York, New York 10014
July 4, 1974

TO ALL BRANCHES AND AT-LARGE MEMBERS

Dear Comrades,

On July 2, 1974, the Control Commission of the So-
cialist Workers Party, acting under Article VI of the party
constitution, submitted the following recommendation for
action to the Political Committee of the Socialist Workers
Party:

"That the Internationalist Tendency's status as a sep-
arate, rival party be recognized and that the members
of the Internationalist Tendency party be informed that
this status places thém outside the constitutional. provi-
“ sions of membership in the Socialist Workers Party."
At its July 4, 1974, meeting the Political Committee of
* the Socialist Workers Party voted to adopt the Control
Commission's recommendation and to instruct each branch
to reregister its ‘membership by removing from its rolls
as of this date all of the 69 known members of the In-
ternationalist Tendency party:listed in the enclosed letter.

Enclosed is a copy of the letter sent today to the 69
known members of the Internationalist Tendency party.
~ Al political relations with the Internationalist Tendency

part or any of its members now come under the provisions
of Article VIII, Section 8, of the party constitution which
reads as follows:

"Political collaboration with non-members of the Party
must be formally authorized by the Party committee
‘having jurisdiction.”

Please read this letter to the branch meeting and call

it to the attention of all members.

Comradely,

s/Jack Barnes

National Secretary

for the Political Committee
Socialist Workers Party

Enc.: Political Committee letter to 69 Known Members
of the Internationalist Tendency Party ‘
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Statement Adopted by the Political Committee
of the Socialist Workers Party, July 4, 1974

The report of the Control Commission of the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP) proves conclusively that the In-

-ternationalist Tendency (IT) has organized a split in the

SWP. Systematically prepared in the period beginning
immediately after the last world congress, the split was.
consummated at the May 25-27 national convention of
the Internationalist Tendency held in Chicago.

The IT documents previously kept hidden from the SWP
and the Fourth International as a whole were obtained
by the Control Commission within the last two weeks.
The material contained in them is of the gravest con-
cern for the entire world Trotskyist movement, for it
demonstrates that the leadership of the International Ma-
jority Tendency (IMT), including elected members of the
United Secretariat, was involved in the split operation
carried out by the IT. '

The secret documents received by the SWP Control Com-
mission show that the IMT leadership had full knowledge
of the months-long engineering of the split in the SWP by
the IT and did not inform the leadership of the SWP or
the leadership of the Fourth International. Instead, the IMT
leadership allowed the split operation to proceed and helped
to cover it up. This was a victory for the wing of the
IMT that is driving to split the- Fourth International.

The prosplit wing of the IMT, which considers the IMT
to be the "real” International, includes the Internationalist
Tendency and the leadership of the Canadian Revolu-
tionary Marxist Group. The May 1973 Barzman letter
named individuals who held a split origntation. This pro-
split wing views the League for Socialist Action/ Ligue
Socialiste Ouvriere (the Canadian section), the Argentinian
Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores, the Socialist Work-
ers Party in the United States and undoubtedly other sec-
tions and sympathizing organizations of the Fourth Inter-
national, as "deadly sick,” whose cadres "are politically
incapable of either understanding or putting into prac-
tice a revolutionary line." This wing of the IMT has been
pushing for some time for a split inthe International. They
had anticipated that an open split would take place at
the last world congress, and were bitterly disappointed that
this was not the outcome of the congress.

Having been dealt this blow by the majority of the dele-
gates at the world congress, the prosplit forces in the
United States began immediate preparations to split the
SWP. Within a few days after the adjournment of the
congress they opened a three-month secret discussion in
the IT culminating in the IT national convention. Their
object was to blow apart the unity made possible by the
nine-point "Agreement on Measures to Help Maintain the
Unity of the Fourth International” that was adopted by
the congress.

The IMT leadership was not only privy to the secret
discussion opened in the IT on how and when to split
the SWP, it participated in this discussion. The IT re-
port on the national convention of their new party states
that a document adopted by the "IMT Bureau" warned

that the course the IT was embarked upon would lead to
a split and the "establishment of the IT as a flimsy group
outside of the SWP." Not a single one of the IMT leaders
took the course that could have prevented the split in
the SWP. Responsible leaders would have immediately
placed before the elected leadership bodies of the SWP and
of the Fourth International the information they had of
the split plans of the IT, and sought the aid of the leader-
ships of the SWP and the Fourth International to prevent
the split.

The entire IMT leadership took the opposite course.
They placed loyalty to their secret faction above loyalty

_to the Fourth International, and thus became captives

of the splitters who proceeded to present the IMT with
an accomplished fact.

We have warned of the destructive logic of such methods
of functioning before. In 1971, when we discovered the
secret factional political document circulated by a leader
of the United Secretariat within certain selected sections
and groups in Latin America (the "Domingo” letter), we
asked the United Secretariat to repudiate this method of
functioning. Unfortunately, the majority members of the
United Secretariat failed to heed our advice. Instead they
deepened the error by asserting that such procedure was
perfectly correct and normal.

At that time we pointed out: "The fact that the majority
of the United Secretariat could consider that the writing
of such a document by one of its members is a perfectly
normal private matter raises a number of questions in
our minds as to the concepts and procedures regulating
the functioning of the body entrusted with the leadership
of the Fourth International between meetings of the In-
ternational Executive Committee.

"1. It signified that any member of the United Secre-
tariat is free to act on his own as a private individual in
handling situations of a grave nature that require mutual
discussion, evaluation and decision. Such a practice re-
duces the United Secretariat to a federation of heads of
commissions, who consider it normal not even to inform
each other at times of important decisions they have made
and processes they have set in motion.

"2. It opens the way to abuses of a most serious nature,

such as operating behind the back of the leaderships of

sections.

"3. It fosters the formation of personal cliques and simi-
lar unhealthy groupings put together in secret by this
or that individual member of the United Secretariat.

"4. If it is considered normal for Comrade Maitan to
operate in such a fashion it must be considered likewise
normal for other members of the United Secretariat to
operate in a similar way. The question follows auto-
matically: Who else in the United Secretariat is sending
out comparable factional letters to his own private mail-
ing list? The position taken by the majority of the United
Secretariat on the question of personal privilege in such
matters places the entire committee under a cloud. A se-




rious blow had been dealt to its authority and to its claim
to be serving as a collective leadership” (July 7, 1971,
"Letter from the Political Committee of the Socialist Work-
ers Party to the United Secretariat” reprinted in Inter-
national Information Bulletin No 4 in 1971 and in In-
ternational Information Bulletin Reprint, Discussion on
Latin America).

* This warning went unheeded In March 1973 it came to
light that six members of the United Secretariat had en-
gaged in private political discussion with the Argentine
PRT on burning questions that were under discussion by
the whole" International. They dld 'this behind the back of
the United Secretariat and on the eve of the December

1972 International Executive Committee (IEC) meeting

that had as one key item on its agentda the balance sheet
on our movement in Argentina. These six meémbers of

the United Secretariat kept their real views and actions’

secret on- this central question in dispute’at the TEC meet-
ing where it was discussed. This document was not sub-
mitted to the International ‘Internal Discussion’ B‘ulletm
for publication until four months later.

Then, - the May 1973 Barzman letter showed that the
IMT leadership ‘as &' whole was operating as a secret
faction. Barzman indicated that the IMT had a Steéring
Committee, whose composition was kept:‘sécret from"the

International. Applicants for -membership iri the IM'T were’

required to accept "IMT discipling' and ‘their~applications
were voted on by the IMT Steering Commiittee: ' Thése

and that the IMT Bureau has prepared a'document on
this questmn, a document that also deals with the SWP and
the perspectives of the IT. The existence and content of this
discussion has been kept secret from the SWP and the
Fourth International. Like the discussion held in tlre IT
preceding its national conventlon, this d1scussmn inthe IMT
is not an example of the normal circulation of ma,terlal
within an openly declared faction or tendency, the obj ect of
which is to prepare the documents of the tendency or fac-
tion for submission to the regular bulletms of the offu:lal
internal discussion.

The object of this secret dlscussxon is the opposxte—
to hide the real views of the various components, of the
secret faction from the. International . ‘as a-whole.. The
Ba_rzman letter revealed that. some leaders ‘of the IMT
considered it to be the arena -where the "real”- discussion
takes place. The new documents brought to light by the
Control .Commission show that this is now ‘an operating
principle of the IMT as.a whole -on.a national as well-

- as 1nternat10nal scale.;

requisites for ‘membership  are among thé ‘distinguishing"
marks of a factlon—in tlns case a: secret, undeclared -

faction. -

This contrasts sharply thh the methods employed by

the Leninist Trotskyist Faction -(LTF). The LTF was-

openly - declared. Its 'membership, leadership, structure,
and limits ‘of its discipline were all openly stated. All of
the political documents of: the.LTF have beeti’ published

in the regular discussion bulletins of ‘the Fourth Interna-

tional; none have been secret for a secret discussion. The
entire international is aware of the real positions of the
LTF and of differences within the L TF when these occur. =

The groups and -individuals supporting the L TF have
lived up to the conditions for adherence to the LTF out-
lined in the declaration of the formation of the faction:

"4. Faction discipline does not transcend -the ‘discipline

of sections or sympathlzmg organizations of the Fourth

Idternational.

"5. Members of the fact]on must conduct themselves in -

a eompletely loyal way in: sections of the Fourth Inter-
national or sympathizing organizations, maintaining their
activities'and financial obligations in an exenmiplary way."

The secret IT documents shed new light on the structure,

discipline, and methods of functioning of the IMT secret’

faction. It has become more highly structured since the
Barzman letter was written.. We learn-that the IMT has
an international "Bureau” and an "Enlarged Bureau." The
composition of these bodies is kept secret from the Interna-

tional. There is a "North American Bureau"— presumably '

of the IMT-—which is composed' of representatives from'
the "sections” in North America. The existence of the North
American Bureau has been kept a secret from the Fourth
International as a whole, .the SWP, and the Canadian
section of the Fourth. International.

We learn that a political discussion has been opened
in the IMT on the political situation in the United States,
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The IMT .secret faction is dxsclplined to such a degree
that it adopted a motion giving various instructions to.
the IT, even instructing it to violate SWP organizational-
norms and- discipline by accepting non-SWP members: of
the YSA das members of the IT. It even.instructed those
IMT. supporters. who resigned from the IT over disagree-
ment with .the IT's split course; to rgoin. the.splitters..
" The Barzman letter consisted .of a:- report to the Inter-.
nationalist Tendency of negotiations Barzman-was con-
ducting on behalf of .the IT concerning the-IT applica-
tion to join the IMT. Barzman's report indicated that
one of the conditions for joining the IMT was that: those:
members of the IT who disagreed with the IMT- line on
guerrilla war would have to. support the IMT line in:
the discussion in the International, :as part of aecepting
IMT "discipline." The secret IT documents discovered by
the Control Commission demonstrate concluswely that
this was in fact the case. '

In "A .Reply to Comrade Massey from Los Angelef.,r the
Los Angeles grouping within the IT states that it is and
always has. been opposed to.the IMT line on guerrilla’
warfare and to the IMT Bolivian:resolution. submitted
to the last world congress. Nevertheless, all members.of
the IT, under IMT faction discipline voted. for the IMT
Bolivian resolution ‘in -the preconvention discussion. in
the SWP in preparation for the world congress. Such un-
principled combinationism is nat in the tradition of:the
SWP and the Fourth International, which demands po-
litical honesty and faithfulness to principles. :

The fact that the IMT placed its members under discl-
pline to vote for its resolutions even if they disagreed
with the fundamental line of those resolutions. throws
doubt over the validity of the votes cast at the last-world-:
congress.. We ask: how many delegates to the world cen-.
gress voted for the IMT Bolivian resolution, for example,
who were in fact opposed ‘to that resolution? Enough
toreduce the bare 50.7% ‘majority of delegate votes thts
resolution received to a minority? EEEREE

The IMT Bureau apparently approves of the breaches
of - SWP ‘diseipline organized by the IT. At the recent
plenum-of the SWP National Committee, Comrades Massey
and Barzman asserted they would continue their boycott
of SWP finances. They reiterated that the IT would decide



and carry out its own tactical interventions in public ac-
tivities whenever it decided that the tactics decided demo-
cratically by the SWP branches were inadequate. They
would also, they stated, continue to concentrate on selling
the "press of the International” (in which they include
the Old Molq of the Canadian RMG and the British IMG's
International magazine) regardless of the decisions of

the SWP to campaign to increase the circulation of the

American Trotskyist press.

A member of the United Secretariat, who is also a mem-
ber of the IMT Bureau as the secret IT documents reveal
was present at the SWP National Committee plenum. He
presented the summary for the IMT after these statements
were made by Massey and Barzman, yet he made no
dissociation from these assertions by Massey and Barzman.
Thus the SWP leadership could only conclude that these
assertions by Massey and ‘Barzman stand as IMT policy.

By its actions the IMT leadership has contravened its
own Political Resolution which was adopted by the World
Congress. This resolution states: "The task of the center
cannot consist of making authoritative decisions about the
tactics of national sections;. this is forbidden by the Inter-

national's statutes.” It is'also in violation of the statutes,

which -state: "Rather than exercise disciplinary measures
of its own in instances of differences with a national lead-
ership, the International Executive Committee should seek
to rely on persuasion and recommendations. In no case
has it the power to alter the majority rule of a regulatly
elected leadership of a national section.”

In violation of the statutes and the Political Resolu-
tion .adopted by the world congress, the "center" over-
turns the tactical decisions of a sympathizing organiza-
tion and its branches. -

Further, this "center” is not-even one of the duly elected
leadership bodies of the Fourth International. No motion
was adopted by the United - Secretariat instructing the
SWP to concentrate on selling the Old Mole and the In-
ternational rather than the American Trotskyist press.
No motion was made in the United Secretariat instructing
the SWP to utilize Inprecor as their primary weapon in
contact work "on the job" rather than the American
Trotskyist press. Because such motions themselves would
have been such a blatant violation of the statutes and such
a gross trampling upon democratic centralism, the "cen-
ter" which gave these secret instructions to.the IT had
to be a secret body, presumably the IMT Bureau.

We also note that, at the very time the Bureau of the
United Secretariat was consulting with the national office
of the SWP on organizing the distribution of Inprecor
in the U.S., the IMT "center" went behind the back of the
SWP to organize distribution of Inprecor through the
IT.

Such a conception  of “democratlc centralism,” applied

by a secret parallel international center that operates be-

hind the backs of the elected leaderships of sections, that
overturns majority rule and the democratic decisions made
by the sections or sympathizing groups, that seeks to
determine tactical questions even down to what leaflet
will be distributed at a given demonstration, will wreck
the Fourth International if it is not opposed and rooted
out. Under such a conception not a single section or
sympathizing group would be able to function as a
democratic-centralist organization. No self-reliant na-
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tional leaderships democratically selected by the ranks
on the basis of their own class-struggle experience could
emerge, capable of building the kind of proletarian com-
bat parties necessary to carry out the historic mission of
the Fourth International. ,

The IMT leadership has set up a secret apparatus
paralleling the elected official bodies of the Fourth In-
ternational. Parallel to the IEC, there is the IMT Steer-
ing Committee; parallel to the United Secretariat, the IMT
Enlarged Bureau; parallel to the administrative Bureau
of the United Secretariat, the administrative IMT Bureau;
parallel to possible regional bureaus (which, according
to the statutes of the Fourth International, can only be
established by the IEC), there is the IMT North Ameri-
can Bureau and. perhaps several others; parallel to the.
sections and sympathizing organizations of the Fourth
International, like the Canadian LSA/LSO and the So-
cialist Workers Party, there are the "sections" of the- IMT.

This disciplined secret apparatus places loyalty to it-
self above loyalty to the Fourth International. It-has
usurped the functions and authority of the United Secre-
tariat. It holds its own "real” secret discussions. In the
case of the SWP, it seeks to overturn the democratic de-
cisions of the elected leadership concerning tactical ques-
tions in the United States, to impose its own tactical line
on the SWP, and thereby destroy the SWP's democratic-
centralist character.. It does this in violation of the Po-
litical Resolution adopted by the world congress and cofi-
fied in the statutes of the Fourth International. The cadres
of the Fourth International cannot assume that this method
of functioning is restricted to the SWP, but must assume,
as in the case of the "Domingo" letter, that it is being ap-
plied to other sections and sympathizing groups.

Most important,-out of greater loyalty to its own secret
faction than to the Fourth International, the IMT leader-
ship has permitted and helped cover up a split engineered
by its followers in the Socialist Workers Party.

By taking this course of action, the IMT leadership
has broken the nine-point "Agreement on Measures to Help
Maintain the Unity of the Fourth International” adopted
by the last world congress. This places the unity of the
Fourth International in the gravest danger.

To avert the danger to the international arising from the
actions of the IMT, we call for the convocation of a special
world congress of the Fourth International as provided for
in the statutes of the Fourth International. Section II
Article (6) of the statutes includes the following provision:
"A special World Congress can be convoked at any time
by the International Executive Committee or by one third
of the national sections." Section IV, Article (9) includes:
"In the intervals between sessions of -the International
Executive Committee, the United Secretariat acts in its
name and with its powers except that it cannot organize:
subsecretariats or commissions.”

Let the whole International debate the real views of the
various components of the IMT. Publish all the secret
political resolutions and discussion, including the IMT
discussion on the American political situation and the
SWP, and submit them for consideration by the whole
world movement. Only a special world congress can now
isolate the splitters and reverse the disastrous orienta-
tion now being fostered by the prosplit wing of the IMT.

July 4, 1974




Attachments to the Report
of the Control Commission

I. List of Resignations from the
Internationalist Tendency by
Supporters of the International

| Majority Tendency
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List of Resignations from the Internationalist Tendency
By Supporters of the Political Positions of the IMT

Celia S. Bob L.
Gerald G. Ralph L.
James M. Alan W.
Berta L. Peter G.

The following letter from Berta Langston and Bob
Langston to Dennis Richter, the Lower Manhattan SWP
branch organizer, is similar in form and content to the
letters of resignation received by the SWP from the other_
IMT members. All of these resignations were dated be-
tween May 3, 1974, and May 9, 1974.

May 4, 1974
Lower Manhattan Branch

Dear Comrades,

This is to inform you that we have withdrawn from
the Internationalist Tendency caucus. We remain ideo-
logical supporters of the International Majority's polit-
ical positions.

Comradely,

s/Bob Langston
Berta Langston
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I1. **Comrades of the
Internationalist Tendency,”’

Resignation from the IT
by Berta Langston and Bob Langston

with IT PC Reply;
from IT Bulletin #V
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-

Comrades of the Internationalist Tendency: ¢% si1d P<»ia hamacton, Catskill, New York

With this letter to you, vhich we are requesting the ITPC to circulate in the bul-
letin or newsletter, we are ennouncing our resignation from the I.T. This 1is a
step we have takea only very reluctactly; it is, however, za unzvoidable one. For
it has become e¢lcar to us that wa have a difference ¢f such fundamental character
with the ITPC as to make further principled collabor-tion within a tendency im-
possible. This difference concerns not one tactical question c: anotker, nor even
a specific programmz2tic point, that might be resolved through discuscion on the
basis of a chared methodology. 1lo, the difference pertains to the very self-defi-
nition of the tendancy aznd hence to all the taskx confronting it. This difference
is inseparzble, moreover, from a difference in political characterization of the
party and the YSA,

The logic of the ITPC document is, in ef®:ct, to impoce a relf-defirition of the IT
as an organired grouping eac¢1t1a11y 1ndependent of the £IP and linked to the FI as
the nucleus of its !future' or 'true' section in the United States. (pp. 10, 17).
Correlative with this definition, Comrade Williams presents an implicit but quite
clear characterizztion of the party. It is dominated by a -'petty-bourgeois metho-
dology' which it is now ceeking to foict on the world movemaat (p.8); it is an “ob-
jective fact thet the cadve cf this party ere politically incapatle of <Iither under-
standing or puttir3 in%o practice a revolutionary line" (p.10) and this e%plains
why the IT do2s not have morz adnerents; the party cadre 'was recruited and trained
in the methodolozy of a right ¥ing opportunist gect." (p.9). The perty is "deadly
sick." It is clesr that the correct label for such a moribund formation would be
degenerated opportunist sect.

We, on the otlzr hard, regard the IT, with respect to its prerent pers;ectives and
tacks, as an organized tendency within the SW2 and YEA, thet i3, as a grouping that
has the goal of cherging the line and prartice of the party and youth in certain
specifiz ways. It is e&n integral part of the Internationzl Majority Tendency with-
in the FI. And juct as the IMT has no political existence independent of or outside
the FI, co too th2 IT has no political ewistence indep2ndent of or outside the or-
ganized precence of the FI in the United States -- the SWP and YA, All members of
the IT are bound by the cdiscipline cf th2 party end youth t-cauce they are bound by
the discipline of tke FI., Thet diaciplime includes the duty to put forward the
declared politiczl positions of the FI even on those points on which at present the
comrades of the LTF are urablé or urwilling to. That discipline precludes any organ=-
izational political activity outsi?e the §ii? or YOA in vhatev2r form that is not
under the supervision of the aprropriate lesding bodies of the WP and YSA.

Correlatively, we regard the SWP &3 what it in fect is -- the U.S. section of the
Fourth Internstional, which is prcvented by reactionary legislation from formally
taking its place in the ranks of the FI. Politically, we characterize the SWP as

a revolutionary Marxist orgenization marked by significant tendencies towards op-
portunism end sectarianism. Politically, it is the revolutionary Marxist character
of the SWP that binds it to the FI 2nd us to its discipline; it is the existence of
the opportunist and sectarian tendencies that make necessary an organized tendency to
corbat them.

We do not, of course, deny that the party mey in the future degenerate into a finish-

ed opportunist-rectarian formation. We maintain, however, that whether it does or not
depends to come extent on how supporters of the IMT characterize the party and define
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their tasks now. We do not, of course, argue against the building of an unblunted
instrument -- to use Comrade Willi-m2' phrase -- for the proletariat and its vanguard.
We are proposing a course that wouid help sharpen the existing instrument and help as-
sure that if, at some point along the way, a portion of that imstrument becomes an ob-
stacle, the remaining part would be sharp enough to cut through that obstacle too.

The path the ITiC is proposing lc2ds in the opposite direction; Comrade Williams' per-
spectives and definition of tasks tend toward the production of two obstacles -- one
a large and well-endowed opportunist sec:;: the other a tiny sect condemned to try
and hide under the aura of the accomplishments of revolutionists abroad with whom it
proclaims its political solidarity.

But no one has bezn cble to show, in a wcy consistent with Marxist method, that the
party has already degenerated intc an.opportunist sect, that quantity has already
been traniformed into quality. And all attempts to demonstrate that completed degen-
eration have heretofore terminated in a mass of pseudo-concepts -- 'Pabloism' being
the most usual general one --- that have both reflected and pushed forward the sect-
arianization of the groupings that have taken as their point of departure the battle
against that alledged degeneracy. Unfortunately, it secms to us likely that comrades
who adopt the characterization of the party and definition of the IT contained in
Comrade Williams' document -- with its complete lack of concrete analysis -- will soon
begin generating zectarian pseudoconcepts to justify politically the actions that must
logically flow from that characterization and definition. In fact, as we shall see,
that process has already begun -- in the ITPC document.

As evidence for the new <haracteriration of the SWP, Comrade Williams adduces three
complexés of problems which were dezlt with in the counter political resolution the
IT presented last August:

a) The SWP's 'petty-bourgeois' methodology, meaning, presumably, that complex
of linked concep:tions and orientations related to sectcvialirm, single-issueism, mass
intervention opposed to vanguard intervention, party-building in the abstract, and
empahsis on democratic slogans opposecd to transitional ones'

- b) In particular, the party's theoretical and practical adaptations to feminism
and nationalism;

¢) Also in particular, the party's failure to rally the more advanced elements
on more advanced slogang during the radicalization of the sixties.

With some important reservations -- indicated in a document submitted to the precon-~
vention discussion -- w3 generally zgree with the analysis and criticism begun in
that IT political resolution. In particular, we agree with the August. document's
treatment of the party's deviatiors as tendencies, mnot as elements of a completed
degeneration. There is nothing new, conc-rning thece points, in Comrade Williams'
documents, not in any document that we have seen produced within the IT, that could
justify the new characterization of the party.

Two new. p01nts ave raised as evidence of the party's degeneracy in the ITPC document:
the party's relationship to the process of "recomposition of the left" now underway
and three examples from the trade-union field®* Before it could be regarded as such,
the IT would have to propose a concrete plan for intervention, for that plan to be
rejected by the party, and for the grounds of the reéjection to be carefully analyzed.
This has not been done nationally; to our knowledge, it has not been done locally.
And the paragraphs of the ITPC document dealing with specific areas of work do not
even begin to outline such apl-1, Morecover, it should be noted that the party has
not wholly abstained from this recomposition process. Apparently the regroupment
arising from the left-wing split in the Puerto 'Rican Independence Party has been
substantially influenced by the SWP. We cannot judge how well or badly this

add- a) It is impermissible to use the party's incufficient intervention in the
mini-regroupment now undevway as evidence of degeneration.
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intervention has been carrxied out; a careful examination ~f it could be an important ~9¢'
contribution of the I.T. R3S

b) In its lack of a sense of proportion and production of pseudo-concepts in the
form of 'principles', Comrade Williams handling of his three trade-union examples rat- *°
her clearly shows the danger of the sectarianization of the tendency; it does not at all b
show that the party haz degencrated into an opportunxst sect. o
"The line of the party, '"Comrade Williems writes, "is to either make no criticisms
of the leadership of the unious in struggle, as they did in the Sears strike in the Bay
Area -- yhere the party tail-ended Walter Johnson, a leader of 'Alioto for Governor,'
who in turn tail-ended the local labor bureaucrz-y -- or they put forth no independent
class struggge line s they did with the CLUW conference or they cross plclet lines as
they did with the strike of the mazintenance worLer (pp. 8,9).

The crime in the case of the Sears strike, then, was that thé party did not criticize
Johnson. With this argvment, we are present at the conception -- if not yet the birth

-~of precisely one of those scctariza psevdo-corcepts. A “principle' is about to leave

the womb: Thou shalt not support = workers' struggle without criticizing the leadership

if that leadership happens to b2 of the trade-union bureaucracy. The necessary next o
step is to enunciate the principle: Thous shalt seek to incorporate into every worker' 8
struggle an irmediate, head-on collision with the shkole labor bureaucracy. -

The need to eatablish thir 'principle' against the SWP's alledged trade-union ploicy
leads to an at lecst partially faulty enalysis of the Sears strike itself. From all the
factual information we have been able to gather from the bourgeois and left press, Walter
Johnson was not tail-ending th= Bay Area burezucracy as a whole but was virtually at a
point of rupture with it. And vhile, to judge Irom Comrace AW's report in the tendency
newsletter, there were importznt elements of tail-endism to Johnson in the party's orien-
tation, the party so far a5 we can judge from the reportage in The Hilitant was also
rather far out in front of Johuson on the crucial point of projected strike policy -- the
call for the erntire Bay Area labor movement to rally in support of the Sears strikers

and to extend the picket iines to Secars outlets throughout the Ray Area, with those lines
to be composed of workers from other unions. A detailed criticism of the" party s inter-
vention is needed. A concrete counterp:oposal on how to intervene is called for. An
analysis that might show how the party's errors in this or similar casses are related to
the general pattern of its opportunist tendencies is needed. A sectarian pseudo-princi-
ple, substituted forconcrete analysis, we do not need. That kind of "principle” and tke
trade-union policy consistent with it can well be left to the comrades of the Spartacist
League. It may be an aid to their rather successful intervention in the present recom-
position of the left; we do not think it will help them win a layer of advanced workers.
We don't think it would help us to solve the concrete problems of convining initiatives
in action with outflanking the bureaucracy, while preventing 1solation of the mass van-
guard from the workers' movement.

L1kew15e, the ITPC's treatment of the CLUW orientation of the party generates a sectarian
'principle': Thou chalt not, under any cxrcumetances, be Best Builders; thou shalt
alv~ys cccom~-="% "y or~arizational efforts with a definite political line counterposed
to someone else's. We think it ic necessary to raise the question as to whether progra-
matic intervention in CLUW was not essential. And we suspect that the party's failure
to undertake wuch intecvention was related to the tendency to see CLUW entirely too much
in feminist p~rspective, to approach it with some notion that the mere getting together
of a group of trade-union women contains a spontaneous progressive thrust. But we of the
IT did not present, -- notionally, at least -- any proposal explaining specifically what
the party chould have sought to gain from its CLUW intervention and how it should have
gone about it. The tencency newsletter report suggested, at least, that the party should
have made support to the Farm Workers against Tecamster union-busting the main axis of
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intervention. But possible out of eagcrrees to demonstrate the party's capitulation to
the bureaucrats who controlled the conference, the author of the nevsletter article fail-
ed to notice a fact that is of some significance in judging whether or not a struggle

on the question would have been advisable: the fact that the Farm Workers group at the
conference dominated as it no. doubt was by thelChevez bureaucracy -- was opposed to a
fight on the issue. Would vigorous intervention by the party have found a response in
the Farm Vorkers' delegation? Would it have helped develop rank-and-iile sentiment with-
in the IBT zgainst the union-busting of the bureaucracy? Vould it have contributed to
the development of consciousness of the advanced women workers present at the conference?
These seem to us relevant questions. But once again, we have been offered a sectarian
pseudo-principle instend of & concrete analyais and a, plan of action.

In the case of the llew York City school maintenance workers s' strike, there was in reality
ve think, ca important question of principle involved. But the ITPC document does not
mention a certain fact that is highly relevant to Judging the party's attitude -- the fact
namely, that the leadership of the mrintenance m2n's union publicly deciared that it was
not asking teschers to observe the picket line. The leadership of the union, in which

we have no implnutation, was, in short, declaring its picker line to have an informational
character. Under these circumstance 3, the party recommended that tescher comrades go

to their schools and discuss the issues of the strike with other teachers.

Ye think that was the uron~ decision. We think it would ‘have been correct for our teach-
er comrades to have utilized the 0pportun1ty to solidarize with the maintenance workers
on the lines, to encourane other teachers to join them, and by precept and example to
help strengthen the instincts,of trzde~-union solicarity. This seems to ue particularly
so, since Shrnker of tue teachers' union more-cz:--less invited the teachers to observe
the line by issuing assurances that those who' did so would not be penalized.

But it is only by some stop-sign. conception of p:inc1p1e-~the expressions of which by
comrades of the LT we have correctly opposed -- and by a loss of all sense of proportion
that Comrade Williams can write in connection with this incident, "A party that can allow
its membe:s to cross picket lines without any apprecisble outcry is a party that is dead-
ly sick.”" (p. 9)  The Hew York school maintenance workers' strike really was not Hitler's
scizure of power in Gerpany.

In short, the ITPC's trade-union ax~mples d- not, any more than the other bits of evidence
Comrade Williams adduces without analysis, de'nonstrate that the party hus become a right
opportunist, anti-working class sect. The drcument'’s handling of them, however, diverts
attention away from the neec for cereful analysis, precise criticism, and concrete coun-
terproposal. And it does demonstrate the serious danger of the sectarianization of any
group of comradns who. adopts it ac their won.

Against Comrgde Williamﬂ' vhole conttruction, we want to give a few examples, drawn from
the past fiftenn years, which may be helpful in thinking more clearly about the real
character of the party. They suggest, we think, a capscity to make great, timely turns
towards *wpad sectors entering into motion, a tendency to adapt opportunistically, to
falsely theo:ize the adaptations and to transforn the revolutionary-Marxist program into
a "world-view'" to be propagated, and yet an ability at certain crucial political poirts
an ability to reassert the revolutionary-Marxist program in practice and to contain or
reverse the opportunist drift.

1) In the late fifties and early sixties, the party was able to turn towards the
successive ripples and wcves of the Black and student radicalization; in doing this, it
was able to orient towards the most advanced currents (Robert Williems land Black self~
defense; Cuban solidarity). It was able to understand correctly the Cuban revolution
and to act on that understanding. It was able to break with the "Theological' Marxist
Healey and, together with the majority of the comradss of the International Secretariat,
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.0 reunite the International. o

2) The adaptation in the antiwar movement was only relative. The party and YSA '
were not simply organizational 'best builders,' putting together a pressure group objective-
ly insupport of the Vietnamese Revolutior aand establishing a milieu in which to propagate
the Marxist world view and recruit, We tarried a line of prlnciple into that movement of
which we were the best builders; the struggle for 'withdraw' against 'negotiate' served
in fact to advance the political consciousness of rather broad layers of antiwar acti-
vists. The failure to advance slogans of open solidarity with the Indochinese Revolution
andto develop the correspoiding organizational forms has to be seen in relation to that
fundamental achievement. And criticism of the party's antiwar policy has to take full
account of the tactical complexity that would have been involved in carrying out both
these tasks.

3) The theory of combined revolution in the United States and the closely associa-
ted beginning of a revision of Marxism on the national question in general constitute the
most serious, explicitly formulated theoretical deviations. Moreover, they stand at the
head of the whole sectoralist drift, But they have their roots in a very peculiar ideo-
logical adaptation. Black nationalism, that bourgeois or petty-bourgeois current to which
the party adapted, was when we first began to champion it, and to a large extent still is
today, rejected, bought and defamed by the entire real bourgeoisie and by almost all the
petty-bourgeosie, white or Black. On the other hand, it informed the action of the most
advanced layers of the Black militants who awere linked to mass struggles. It has been
the consciousness of the closest thing to a new mass vanguard organically linked to the
working class -- and its most oppressed layers at that -- yet to emerge in the United
States. That kind of adaptation, though once it is falsely theorized it encourages oppor-
tunistic trends, does not in i¢self lend credence to the notion that the party is deeply
opportunist, sectarian or anti-working class, Moreover, after drifting quite
far towards a reformist position in calling for Black control of the police, the SWP-YSA
pulled back, corrected, contrary to the opportunist logic,

4) Despite the serious inroads made by feminism in the party's theotry and practice,
at a crucial political point, these inroads werxe contained. The party resisted the lo-
gic of advancing the slogan of a women's party. And the grounds the party majority gave
for rejecting the slogan were not of purely tactical order; on the contracy, despite all
its despite all its other failings, the 1971 women's liberation resolution presents a
generally correct, programmatic reason for rejection ¢f the slogan, A sectarian, purely
theological and propagandistic Marxism would easily have found a way to recomcile itself
to the opportunist logic of sectoralism.

5) Likewise, in the case of the gay liberation movement, a sectoralist strategy
would have indicated a plunge. And a purely progagandistic Marxism dished out in con<
junction with a big "best builder'" effort would probably have brought not insignificant
recruitment. But the thrust in that direction was halted. And vwhile the majority state-
ments bear marks of compromise and excessive argument from tactical grounds, there was
a current in the national committee, represented in Comrade Nat Weinstein's document
that opposed the orientation towards the gay liberation movement on clearly programmatic
and generally correct grounds, even if Comrade Nat's argumentation was itself overlaid
with sectoralist conceptions.

6) A more recent test isprovided by Watergate and impeachment. The:logic of single
issue, sectoralist, best builderism indicated a turn towards an impeachment movement.
Sectarian Marxism would have had no difficulty in reconciling itself to this opportunist
policy; numerious demands in the press to build a labor party now would have fully suffi-
ced., The party did not respond in this way. Instead, it launched a propaganda campaign
centered on the capitalist state's systematic violations of democratic rights. This cam-
paign an opportunist sect with boundlwss appetites would have launchedf '

In our opinion, what these examples indicates is that the party is living out the
contradictions between the logic of its adaptations on the one hand, and the revolutionary
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Marxist program on the other. The correct orientation of the tendency would be to insert
itself in this contradiction, to drive forward the resolution of this contradiction on the
side of revolutionary-Marxism., This, we think, is the reilly 'concrete’ answer to the
question, Can this leadership be reformed?

It seems evident that the party ic now beginning to make a turn towards struggles waged
at the work places. This turn 1s belated; it is iperhaps not now being pushed forward
rapidly enough; there is already and there will be in future much to criticize in con-
nection with it. It is also possible that despite what the IT should do or how it might
develop, the party will show itself incapable of carrying through this turn, of moving
towards a serious implantation in the work places and unions; it 1is possible that the
turn will remain largely confined to the pages of the Militant; it is possible that the
fundamental orientation of the .party will be tail-endist and economistic, that it will
be incapable of drawing around it and educating the most militant elements of worker's
vanguard. But it is only on the basis of the kind of sectarian pseudo-concepts pointed
to earlier that it would be p~ziible to predict that any of these things are inevitable.
We should not orient on such pruported 'inevitability'; rather, we should seek to encour-
age this turn, to criticize concretely its specific defidiencies; to explain the con~
nection with the party's other theoretical and methodological errors, to develop and pro-
pose alternatives to falce polities.

Corresponding to their false and sectarian method of characterizing the party, the
party, the ITPC projects an orientation for the tendency which, if adopted, would
tend to lead to an organirational existence of the I.T. independent of the SWP and YSA.
Contrary to their intentions -- they write, '"We are not attempting to build a rival party
to the SWP" -- the comrades of the ITPC are projecting a line the logic ofwhich is pre-
cisely to build a rival organization tao the SWP., This can be seen very clearly from three
passages -- and one ctriking ‘absence -- in the document:

a) "Our (the IT’'s) major thrust (within the party) must be carefully drawing
up a line for the party to implement in specific situations,_and then showing how it
chould be carried out. More can be shown with actions than words." This will force us to
start thinking in motion rather than in position. Working out a line and putting it into
practice is better than talking about it only." {(p. 16, emphasis added);

¢) Finally, in discussing groups that.arise outside the SWP-YSA which indicate
sympathy with the Fourth International and are engaging in organized political activity,
Comrade Williams indicates one of the ways tke IT has of 'moving outward:' "We (the IT)
must work with them (these groups), getting them the political positions of the Fourth
International, telling them what the major campaigns of the International are, and how
the International would carry them out." (p. 11, emphasis added).

d) The absence is very simply the lack, anywhere in the document, of any specifi-
cation that when we carry out those actions that speak louder thanwords, thee actions should
be carried out under the supervision of the appropriate leading bodies of the SWP and YSA.

The logic here is clear -- the IT would begin to put itself forward as an independent
entity. Likewise, to begin to interpret to groups outside the Farty and YSA how we think
the line of the International should be carried out in the United States, is to begin

to play an active leadership role for these groups, it is to begin organizationally to
play that self-assigned role as the nucleus of the true or future section of the FI.

in the United States.

e have not yet had an opportunity to see the documents adopted by the World Congress in
their final form. As far as we know, however, to appeal to the Congress to justify

such acitvities is incorrect. As far as we know, there is nothing in any document adopted
by the Congress that would confer on a grouping within a section the authority to carry
out any line in the name of the International; nor is there, as far as we know, anything
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4 any document that prescrites any tactical line for the United States in carrying
out the political line of the TI.

In short, the logic of the ITPC's position is that the IT, defining itself as the nucleus
of a section in the U.S.; would begin to. combine the exercise of political leadership
of groupings outside the SUP and YSA with an entry‘tactic inside the SWP and YSA.

The errors of such a course ceem to us clear. It would lead not merely to instances

but to patterns of organizational indiscipliné in regard to the party and YSA. This
would tend to intensify the factionalization of the SWP-YSA; it would increase the
difficulty or arguments and proposals based on our political conceptions being heard,
understood, discussed on their merits, and - dopted In response, the thrust toward the
IT's sectarianlzation would be strengthened; the criticisms vould become increasingly
alienated from the objective reality of the - party and the proposais would tend to based
increasingly on putting a minus where the party lcadership puts a plus. At the same
time, the trend towards the sectarianization of the Party would be strengthened. The fact
of genuine organizational indiscipline would provide smmunition to those elements of the
LTF who are inclined to substitute organizational disputes for political discussion. The
direction of development would be towards the expulsion of the comrades who take this
course in s ch a way that they would be headed towards a sect existence outside, while
all the worst fcatures of the SWP and YSA would be strengthened. It is hard to see how
the building of the U.S. section of the FI would be served.

The effects internationally of such a course would be perhaps even more serious.
It is obvious that such a process would 1ntensify the dangers of a split in the Inter-
national. It would strengthep' -the most split-oriented and right-tending elements of
the LTF within their own faction. It would inhibit the working out and surfacing of the
contradictions within the LIF. It would dive towards a split on a world scale under
conditions in which the political differences were not fully clarified, in an atmosphere
in which they could not be clarified, and in such a way that the ultimate responsibility
for the split- would be obscured. :

One of the central political tasks of the FI today is to demonstrate, on a world scale,
that it is possible to build an international revolutionary Marxist party, increasingly
governed by the norms of democratic centralism, that is able to contain within it even
major political differences .that arise 2pisodically as a result of the uneven develop-
ment of the world revolution and the differgnt experiences of revolutionists in different
countries. One of the major accomplishments of the 10 World Congress was to establish
the ‘principled basis for a point of equilibrium on which. the differences within the
International can unfold without threatening its unity. It provides the possibility

of haltipng that split dynamic that was so evident in the two years preceding the Congress.
One of our major tasks -- perhaps our fundecmental task -- to make that possibility real.
We cannot do that by acting, in any way whatsoever, as a n organizationindependent

of the:SWP and YSA.

But -~ and this is perhaps its most serious defect -- the ITPC document does not even
raise the question of the international consequences of its porjected course -- except

in connection with the odd suggestion that the reason to oppose a split is so that there
will be an opportunity for the SWP to fully reveal it's nature to comrades ahbxgrd.

We think a wholly different orientation is indicated. We th%ak the comrades who support
the IMT should define themselves.jin fact as a tendency. Our main tasks are, in cooperat-
ion with other comrades of the IMT, to deepen and develop our understanding of North
American reality, to develiop and dﬂepen our criticism of the theoretical errors of the
LTF, to develop concrete criticisms of the errors the Party and YSA make in specific
1nterventions, and to develop and present concrete counterproposals when necessary.
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Like all other comrades, we should carry on propaganda,. contact and- recruitment work.

In doing this work, we should explain and defend the line of the FI, bearing in mind

that on those questions on which the FI has not declared itself by World Congress
resolutions or USec or IEC statements, we are bound by. the positions of..the SWP

and YSA. That does not mean we have to come forward as’ vigorous defenders:of positions
with which we personally disagree. We will often find that emphasis on the basic pro-
gramatic aspects of Trotskyism, explanation of the activities of Fourth Internationa-
lists around the world, and discussion of FI documents, is a more effectlvé”recrultlng '
method then cfforts to defend positions we personnaly oppose.’ But it' does"mean that'
we have to explain thosc positions correctly and cbhefénfly and not introduce positions
counter to them. Our basic approach should be -- recruitment to the SWP and YSA on the
basis of the progrum of the FI. 1In carrying out this work, we should use the press of
the various sections and sympathlzlng groupo and of the USec, as we11 as of the SWP and
YSA . h ) : ‘ '»'f' .',1,-,. ‘,
We should in no way challenge or appear to challenge the right of the party and youth
leading bodies to direct all organized interventions and a11 1nterventions in other
organizations. . e SR .

When we meet comrades who regard themselves as sympathizers the FI and who are trying
to establish political action leagues or groups, we should discourage them from that
course. We should make every cffort to recruit them to the SWP and YSA. We should make
every effort to recruit them to the SWP and YSA. We should remain inlndlvidual contact
with such comrades; we should under nocizcumstances participate in their groups except
after consultation with and approval by the relevant lezding body. Ve should encourage
those FI sympathizers who arf unwilling to join the SWP and YSA to find specific areas
of work in which they can nevertheless co-operate with party and ¥SA fractions. Even
when they are refused admission by the party or YSA, we should still encourage them

to find areas of work inwhich cooperation is possible and to apply for membership again
later. Where these comrades have formed groups, we should encourage them ton apply for
membership as individuals, not groups. We should not do anything that would place:any
barriers to their admission. We want them in really, we want them in; we want every
Fourth Internationalist, who isprepared to abide by the discipline of the FI and party;
in. Our basic conception in this regard should be: encourage all Fourth Internationa-
lists to join the party or youth; discourage every tendency towards the development:

of formations outside the SWP and YSA claiming adherence to the FI.

It seems. to usi evident that our differences with the ITPC are of such magnitude on a
fundamental question as to make continued collaboration within & tendency impossible.
Why do we not struggle for thispoint of view within the IT, at least until the Nay
conference? Two points are relevant here. First, the position upheld by Comrade
Willieams is not a marginal or peripheral one in the IT; it comes equipped with all
the authority and prestige of the leadership. Secondly, the issue, as we see it, is pre-
cisely whether the IT will begin to assume the character of a political organization ‘
in its own right. Under these circumstances, to continue to struggle within the IT--
with its internal bulletin, a possible tour, election of delegates, a convention -- would
be in practice precisely to cooperate in helping make the IT become what we urgently
aope it doesn't. Under ordimary circumstances, this paraphernalia within a tendency
would merely be the means of dlscu531ng and hammering out a tendency policy; in this
case, however, given the questlon in dispute and the sponsors of the position we oppose,
this paraphernalia will, we fear, inevitably begin to appear to many comrades as the
organizational skeleton of -- a new organization.

We are notifying the party leadership of our resignation with the following message
addressed to our branch organizer: '"This is to inform you that we have withdrawn from
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the Internationalist Tendency Caucas. We remain ideological supporters of the Inter- -

national Majority's political positions."

We would of course be pleased to discuss informally these questions with any comrades.
We can be reached at R.D, 1, Box 211-A, Catskill, N.Y. 12414

A

"ﬂjection'of Recignation -- statement by the Political Committes,

- ..

The following motion was passed at the Political Committee meeting of 5/4/74:

1. ‘To reject the resignation of Comrades Berta Langston and Bob Langston on the
grounds that it is contradictory to their open support to the International

Majority Tendency.

2. To publish the letter-decument sent in to the internal bulletin of the tendency.
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~ IIL. Portions of Internationalist
Tendency Newsletter of June 6, 1974

“First National Conference of the Internationalist Ten-
dency,” by Alec

“Preparing Local Tendency Tasks and Perspectives”

“Qur Tasks in'the YSA,” by Inessa
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1. FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATTONALST TENDENCY
By Alec

The first national conference of the Internationalist Tendency was held in Chicago
on the Memorial D2y wzekend, May 25, 26, 27. The conference had been preceeded by a
discussion period of three months which eldécited twelve discussion bulletins containing
thirty four different contributions to the discussion. Discussion around these took
place in every area of the Tendency. Delegates were elected on the basis of five
persons per delegate. There were twenty-four delegates and ten consultative delegates.

Eighty six persons attended the conference, .79 of whom were members of the IT, six
were members of the Pevolutionzry Marxist Group (Canadian sympathizing group of the
FI), and one member of the International Marxist Group (IMG - British Section of the FI}

The comrzdes attendirg the confercnce were mainly young people, with 73% between the
ages of 20 and 29, 19% between the ages of 30 and 39 while 8% were 40 or older. Thirty
three of those attending were members of the SWP, 32 were members of the YSA and 14
were members of both organizations. Wemen made up 31.6% of those attending (25 ITers
and two visitors) while 54 ITers and five visitors were male.

On a geographical basis, comrades from 18 different cities in 14 different states
attended. Seven regicnal locals of the YSA attended. The largest concingent of comrades
was from Chicago (21); this was followed by Houston (12), Washington (9), New York City
(8), Madison (5), Los Angzles (4), Portlcond (3); two from each of Philadelphis, Paterson,
New Brunswick, St. Louis, Iowa City, and San Francisco. One person came from the follow-
ing areas: Kansas City, Milwaukee, Boston, San Jose, 2nd Minneapolis,

Thirty-nine ITcrs in attendance are active members of trade unions. The largest bdoc
were in railway unions, with a total of 8 conmrades (5 in UTU, 2 in BRAC and 1 in Brother-
hood of Railway Carriers); this wss followed by AFSCME - 7 comrades; IBEW - 3 comrades;
Bakers Union - 3 comrades; AFT - Z plus one member of the AAUP; 2 each in OPEIU, OCAW and
United Steel Wourkers of Americs. One person each from United Auto Workers, Teamsters,
Communication Workers, IATSE and the Printers Union YAFL-CIO). Two comrades in attendance
were retired workers, two were full-time IT staff persons, eight were students and seven
were unemployed, the rest being non-unicn worksrs.

Perspectives Discussion

The initial discussion was procedural, focusing on the adoption of an initial agenda,
election of a Presiding Committze, a Nominating Committee for the new IT Steering Commi-
ttee. There was discussion on the merits of a2 nominating commission with several objec-
tions raised. The proposal for an eight-member nominating commission (2 from each of
North-South-East and West voted by the delegates in regional caususes, with Comrade
Mitchell chairing without .vote), was adopted with two comrades voting against it,

Following the procedural discussion Comrdae Hznk Williams gave a report on the most
recent gession of the Enlarged IMT Bureau and on the meeting of the NAB which preceeded
the IMT Bureau meceting. At the NAB the comrades from the North American Sections disa-
greed very firmly with the representative of the IMT Burcau on perspectives for the
building of a section in the United States. The request to cancel the IT conference
was rejected and it was proposed that any perspectives adopted by the IT conference
and the IMT Buu:zu be tentative so that further discussion within the IMT could take
place.
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At the IMT Enlarged Bureau meeting 2 motion was passed which noted that the Hank
Williams document perspective was not in conformity with the perspectives of the IMT
and that certain ambiguities of the H.W. document should be rectified; that an immediate
déscussion must be opened between the ITEC and the IMT Bureau on the perspectives for
the class struggle in the United States and the initiatives of the IT comrades; that the
IT should recruit people politically to the FI and organizationally to the SWP, and in
the case of groups who supported the FI and the 10th World Congress, that the IMT would
fight for tnembers of these gtroups to be recruited and accepted into the SWP - each and
every one of them without exception; that members of the SWP and YSA who support the
IMT must join or rejoin (in the case of 9 comrades who recently resdigned) the IT. One
comrade in the Enlarged Bureau meeting abstained on this motion, while all the others
including Hank Williams voted for it. Comrade Williams along with three other members
of the Bureau submitted statements indicating that they did not see a contradiction be-
tween the perspectives of the IMT and the I”. A motion that indicated that there only
seemed to be a contradiction was defeated receiving six votes and two abstentions. Some
comrades in the bureau felt that with a workers upsurge in the U.S. many radicalizing
workers would go into the SWP and that it could grow to the size of 5 or 6 thousand
quickly which would enable a viable IT to reach a thousand of them and draw them to its
ranks. Comrade Williams totally disagreed with this perspective. Comrade Williams
stressed that the IMT would have to make a strong effort to- democratize the SWP in order
that the IT be able to carry out its tasks in the SWP and the building of a strong tend-
ency - this was generally agreed to by all of the Bureau comrades. It was also agreed
that the comrades who resigned recently from the Tendency in no way represented a serieus
leadership element, however it was felt that they should be told to rejoin and that
those from the East Coast in particular zould bring theoretical abilities to the Tendency
The IMT bureau will send a representative shortly to meet with comrades in the main
centers of the Tendency.

Following lunch, discussion was open onthe adoption of a perspectives resolution.
Four proposals were put forward: the general line of

1. 'Which Way Forward." drafted by Hank Williams. Vincent was the reporter for this
position, calling for the vote to be based on his oral report, which took into account
the IMT Enlarged Bureau recommendations.

2. A series of amendments to the H.W. document by Estreugel and Rahdnick; the repor-
ter was Comrade Nora.. These differed from the original in three major ways: (1) they
contained a much more lengthy analysis of the SWP, (2) they qualitatively differentiated
between the SWP and YSA as areas of work de-emphasising the former, (3) they stressed
contact work on as yet independent elements.

3. A counter-resolution "Unless we Believe the SWP to be Reformable...'" introduced
at the conference by Alexander. It stressed the irreconcilable differences between
the IT and the LTIF. It called for a conference within six months to decide whether
to remain in the SWP and YSA and emphasized the need for a stronger Leninist organi-
zation of the IT constituted as a faction within the SWP, The counter-resolution also
said the IT should look with benevolence upon supporters of the FI outside the SWP
and YSA pulling together into a national organization with its own press.

4, A proposal by Thor Ladislaw which reflected the views put forward in the document
of Tom K, which was felt by the outgoing Steering Committee to constitute a counter
resolution. Later Comrade Thor changed this and along withComrade Archie Shepp proposed
that the three other positions be rejected and that the incoming PC draft a new document.
They questioned the sincerity of the H.W. document stress on recruitment work imside
the SWP and YSA.

Discussion was concluded on the perspectives discussion. Following the summaries of
the four reporters, time was granted for translation of the full IMT Bureau report on
the American situation, the SWP, and the perspectives of the IT as put forward in the
H.W. resolution.

The report which had previously been given by the Bureau representative to the NAB
meeting, argued that the H.W. document posed problems, in that it incorrectly viewed
the degenerative process of the WP as completed and in that context seemed to set in
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motion a series of events leading to the expulsion of the IT and the establishment of the -
IT as a flimsy group outside of the SWP., It called for a hard political fight inside

the SWP and proposed rejection of the H.W. document, cancellation of the conference and
the opening of a discussion within the IMT.

The final votes on the perspectives discussion were:
1. On the motion from Archie Shepp and Thor L.: 3 for, 20 against, O abstentions, 1
not voting. ‘ ,

2. Alexander's counter-resolution: 2 for, 21 against, 1 abstention, 0 not voting.
Consultative: 0 for, 10 against, O abstaining, 0 not voting.

3. Amendments by Estreugal and Rahdnik: 8 for, 15 against, 1 abstention, O not voting.

Consultative: 2 for, 7 against, 1 abstention, 0 not voting,
4, General Line of Vincent's oral report for the PC proposal: 18 for, 6 against,

0 abstaining, O not voting. Consultative: 9 for, 1 against, O hbstaining, O not
voting. '

Comrade Alexander made a four point motion in regard to the IMT Bureau statement which
had been read by Vincent:
1. Stating agreement with the NAB in rejecting the position of the IMT Kureau.
2. Rejection of the motion of the Enlarged IMT Bureau. '
3. Accepting the authority of the IMT Enlarged Bureau but pledging to seek to reverse
the decision.
4. The opening of an immediate discussion in the IMT an North America.

The resolution passed 19 for, 4 against, O gbstentions, 1 not voting, 1 absent.

The section of the Rahdnick-Estreugal amendments on the nature of the SWP were passed
as the beginnings of a discussion within the IMT and the PC will welcome all contributions
on the subject, but discussions between the IMT and IT on this matter will be a leader-
ship to leadership basis.

RMG Greetings: Other Reports

The conference then heard a comrade from the RMG who brought greetings to the IT, She
stated that the RMG fully identified with our Hebate and called for active collaboration
between the RMG and IT in 4 areas: 1) the development of a perspectives for North America
(2) the struggle within the IMT to break it of illusions concerning the SWP (3) a joint
exchange of experiences in regard to interventions and party building (through the O01d
Mole, pamphlets, etc.) and (4) joint contacts at all levels. ,

Comrade Cisco then presented the proposed trade union resolution. He emphasized that
crucial confrontations would occur in basic industry and spoke on the reasons for the
delay inthe response of the working class to ruling class initiatives (and of possible
dhanges in thisregard), on recent strike actioms and demands, and the role of caueuses,
He stressed the importance of the public employees unions in the general trade union
struggle. He noted that the question of the Labor Party while not an immediate question
is useful as a propaganda call. Discussion centered on local experiences with strike
support activity and on the difference between proletarianization and implantation. The
trade union resolution passed unanimously. v :

Inessa then introduced the Black Report. She rejected the idea that Blacks are a
nation; discussed the concept of Black control of the Black community which she pointed
out was whatever its merits, solely a democratic demand, not involving any question of
self-determination. She described the special oppression of Blacks as racial-cultural
and as part of the lower layers of the working class, and stated that they would play
a vanguard role in the revolution. She discussed the concept of action committees whéch
would aid in extending the organization of Blacks as a part of the working class struggle
against oppression. She listed priorities in regard to recruitment of Black YSA'ers,
intervention into the YSA and YSA-sponsored meetings,

Errol presented the position of the document "The National Question: Setting the Record
Straight". He stressed that there should be no support whatever to nationalism, Black
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or otherwise (although he felt that this was not a point in dispute). He stated sectoral
movements would increase and that the working class must support all struggles against
oppressiorn. He considered support to preferential hiring and advancement to be a
decisive question, and stated that "Jobs for All" was monningless in this regard. The
position of Black Control of the Black Community is inferior to the call for Community
Control of the Ghettos. He argued that Blacks have the potential to become a nation.

He stated that it is incorrect to only support working class parties saying that he
called for critical support to LaRaza Unida Partges and other such formations.

Ophelia presented an amendment to the Black struggle aection of the Hank Williams doc~-
ument as a counter to both Black resolutions. She argued that Trotsky was right in 1939
and stated we shouid no% rule out the possibility of the development of a Black nation.,
She added that Mexico should be includ~d in any discussion of North American perspectives.

There was @ vigorous discussion in which Comrade Carlos argued that Blacks are a
people/class in the sense of A, Leon's analysis of the Jews. A motion by Comrade Kirk

to take no vote on any of the Black resolutions failed. ' :

The votes of the delegates on the Black Struggle resolutions were as follows:

1. On the motion of Ophelia: 1 for, 19 against, 2 abstentions, 1 no vote, 1 absent.
2. On the motion from Errol (for "Setting the Record Straight): 5 for, 12 against,
6 abstentions, 0 not voting, 1 absent.
3. On motion of Inessa (in favor memorandum by Vlncent) 15 for, 3 agalnst 5 absten-
tions, O not voting, 1 absent.

Vietnam

Next followed the discussion on Vietnam. Vincent spoke first in favor of the Palomar
Position. He stated that the tendency could not survige in the American left without
a clear understanding of where it stood onthe Vietnamese revolution. The ingserest in
methodology does not reflect a sectarian inward deviation, but the necessary foundation
to build a firm cadre with an objective view of the SWP's theoretical heritage. He
said the NLF was a proletarian force intent on establishing a workers state over the whole
country and that dual power presently existed. The characterization of the Algerian
Ben Bella regime as & workers and farmers government had been a mistake. Because the
VCP had no subjective safeguards against becoming enmeshed in the process of bureaucrat-
ization, its leadership would have to be replaced. He emphasized the importance of
international solidarity.

Elvis then reported on the counter-proposal from the Los Angeles comrades. He argued
that it is a mistake to take theoretical and methodological positions on Vietnam now.

He attacked certain concepts of the Palomar resolution, especially the idea that the
Accords were a partial victory and that dual power exists now in the South., He saw Viet-
nam as a stalemete. He criticized the idea that a military victory by the NLF would
automatically create a workers' state, pdinting to Austria from 1945-55.

Carapace then introduced a counter-proposal - an amended form of the original Carapage
7-point Statement sponsored by both Carapace and Alec (who withdrew his original amend-
ments to Palomar in favor of the revised Carapace document). He read the amendments,
which eliminated a number of vague or misleading statements, according to Carapace. He
labeled the VCP a revolutionary empiricist organization; it is a revolutionary party
which jeopardized its very existence by breaking with the USSR.

There followed considerable discussion at the end of which a motion made by L.A.
delegates to not vote on any position failed by 7 for, 16 against, and 1 absent.

The votes on the reports were:

1. The revidsed Carapace document: 3 for, 15 against, 2 abstentions, 4 not voting.
Consultative: 0 for, 9 against, O abstentions, 1 not voting.

2. Comrades from L.A, then withdrew their alternative position and 1ntroduced a four-
point statement on Vietnam instead:
1. Stressing the need for International solidarity.
2. Calling for "Victory to the NLF" as a slogan.
‘3. Noting the necessity to criticize the shortcomings of the VCP.
4. Calling for continued discussion on Stalinism dntil the next conference.

37



13 for, 11 against, O abstaining, O not voting
Consultative: & for, 2 atainst, 4 abstaining, O not voting.

3. The Palomar Resolution: 11 for, 10 against, 1 abstaining, and 2 not voting (initial
vote) A revote was taken when Comrade Thor Ladislaw asked to change his '"not
voting" position to a bote against. The final vote on the Palomar resolution was:

11 for, 11 against, 1 abstaining, 1 not voting.
‘Consultative: 6 for, 2 against, 4 ahstaining, O not votxng.

4. The Amended Palomar Resolution: 9 for, 12 against, 3 abstaining, O not voting.

Consultatlve. 4 for, 5 against, 1 abstaingin, O not voting.

YSA - Organlzatl n - Electjons »

Mike Patrick then gave a report on Wokk in the YSA He stressed the need to work in
regional locals first. The regional centers will draw in many of the regional comrades
during the summer months thereby requiring stress on work in all the regional centers.
There is need for a YSA profile; each area chould provide empirical data for this. We
plan regional tours, with a focus on new areas. The reporter proposed a special YSA
commission, to aid the.Tendency's intervention into the YSA. The general line of this
report was accepted unanimously.

Hank Williams then gave the organizational report. He noted that the IT had been
heterogeneous at birth in Toronto, some dififerences had been overcome and others further
clarified. We need a major orientation to the. YSA; we must fight to have the IMT push
the democratization of the SWP, we are against any split in the SWP and must fight the
LTF on this question. We will have another conference in February. We hope to have
Tours b~y IMT' representatives. The newsletter will become biweekly going to the entire
tendency while a PC mailing will go to the steering committee on a weekly basis. The
Steering Committee will meet four times a year with the next meeting projected for the
time of the YSA confention. It is necessary that the PC stop acting as a consensus. lea-
dership and function as a real politicalleadership eliminating ambiguities and vacilla-
tions. We must escape from our regionalist conceptions and the IT must stop the tendency
toward being an assortment of pressure groups. A heavy strass must be put on basic Lenin
ist-Trotskyist education. &

Estreugal introduced the idea of a commuter PC. While both the supporters of the
"commuter PC" and the outgoing PC recognized the shorcomings of the old PC as represen-
tative of the breadth of the Tendency, the commuter supporters argued for a PC in which
all the residents would not have to live in Chicago. Rather the Chicago PC members
would become a resident bureau for all day to day and emergency decisions, and full PC
meetings would occur monthly to decide all important non-emergency decisions.

Others called for fighting the problems through more frequent Steering Committee
meetings and "enlarged PC" meetings. They criticized the Estreugal position as a step
backward toward less political centralization as costly and unworkable. A straw poll
on the question of a.commuter PC revealed that among the delegates 10 favored it,

13 oppossed it, and 1 abstained.
The general line of the organizational report was accepted unanimously.
The oepn session of the conference ended with the singing of the Internatlonal

In closed sassion the delegates heard the report of the nominating committee.
Discussion was opened and motivatinas and demotivations were made. A steering committee
of 19 was elected, however one comrade who was elected felt it necessary to resign. An
empty slot was left vacant so that the Steering Committee is of 18 with one empty slot
and 10 alternate members.

Steering Committee Plenum. , X
The question of a commuter PC was debated again. The vote by the Steering Committee

was: 7 for, 11 against, 1 dbsent. One "consultative' vote was added to the against votes.
Mike Patrick made a motion for a nine member PC which passed with a unanimous vote.
The PC will consist of the six PC members now resxdent in Chicago plus 3 other members

of the Steering Committee not resident in Chicago at this time. The PC.with the approval
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of the Steering Committee will recommend the three additional members who will move
to the center in Chicago.

A Review

The IT conference indicated that the Tendency still has many problems to ‘overcome:
discussion is not closed on some issues. The Center must be strengthened and regional
attitudes overcome. The objective reality of our existence within the SWP/YSA conflicts
in some cases with our subjective desires. The period between today and the February
IT conferencg will be a difficult one in many ways. Any weaknesses and difficulties,
however, must be assessed in the light of our gains and advances. The IT has
developed considerably from its origins; from a loose confederation of local tendencies
only tenuously oriented toward the FI, it has become a component part of the International
Majority Tendency. We have not surrendered nor have we become cowed by the bureaucratic
methods of the SWP/YSA leadership and we have extended con31derab1y our freedom of
criticism and action within these organizations.

Most importantly by our conference we demonstrated in practice our political and org-
anizational alternative to the LTF. The IT conference was marked by free open and
thorough discussion in which differéng currents were viewed not as heresies to be
stamped out, but as mirroring differing perceptions of the class struggle. Debate was -
not a tiresome prclude to annihilating opposition, but a healthy normal manner in which to
hemmer out a cori2act line. IT comrades for the first time were able to project, plan,
and put into operation our policies and our structures. The result was that even the
vigorou- debate which marked the conference produced not despair over differences but
enthusiasm and determination.
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3. PREPARING LOCAL TENDENCY TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES

How to organize local ‘T&P discussions:

The tasks and perspectives discussion is the key link between our general political
orientation and the activity of each and every member.. It should therefore be treated as
one of thé most important stages of the I.T.'s life and careﬁully prepared. The first
task is to place it within'the gemeral national context of the political situation we
faceé and the tasks of the I.T. ‘as’:a whole has for 1tself, ‘'The second task és to review
the local tendency's past work, to examine what was pro:ected at the last T&P, what
wgs actually achieved whether the projections were reallstlc and if so why they succeeded
or failed. This is the only way:to put isolated, incidents, feelings of ‘personal failure-
or minunderstandings into a political: framework. and to.work td improve every comrade's
ability to function and the collective power of .the. group as a wvhole. The next step is
to outline how .the national tasks ¢an: be implemented tocally, which ones are more rekevant
and why. . Each main area of work should be examined in detail resu1t1ng 'in the delineation
of speclflc responsibllltles of individual comrades. :The discussion should conclude in
the election of an exe-utive committee‘whose duty is to. supervxse the carrying out of
these assignments. The fact that our areas of work are limited does not matter; what is
important is aur ability ‘to analyze a political situation and find the best vantage point
from which. thg ‘mpact of our small but united forces can have the greatest effect on
changing the relationship, of’ forces. Our work in the_SWP,and Y&A_can provide invaluable
experience for a disciplined; fractional, communist intervention into difficult situations,

The mainareas of work for local tendency units outlined at our ‘conference were:

1) internal education and" el&boration ‘of our perspectives; 2) the YSA .and SWP; 3) comtact
work for the F.I. Under ‘the ‘fir$t point we can also include the need for better internal
organization: taking and sending ' régular-minutes to the center, raising the financial
commitment to the tendency, learning to organize meetings more efficiently so that the
time is dedicated to political issues (prepared reports, specific assignments). The
educational program should be geared to the needs of the local: basics of Marxism, labor
history, international discussion; teachers Bhould be the most qualified and should accept
closd® “dupervision.’ !Discussions of articles from the international press, and of articles
by local”comrades to be submitted to the I. T. newsletter or foreign press (on exemplary
struggles, background: issues, etc.) should be organized.

The intervention :into;the YSA .is the most important priority. Our chances of success
are so thireatening to:ithe LTF .that they have already called a "Majority Faction" against
us. This only means we must refine our intervention even more. We must make a careful
study of who is:dn the YSA, why they jointed it, and why others might join. We must
seek to develop situations where political discussion is pos31b1e. by exposing contradic-
tions of “the LTF's line, making realistic proposals for actions that corxrespond to the
needs of the class struggle locally, engaging in joint activities as YSA'ers or party
members, and demonstrating our capacity for analysis and organization. The issues are
many: Chile, strikes, elections, repression, etc. While the atmosphere is more tense
in the 'SWP, there are opportunities for gains even if only on the lev&l of confusing the
LIF and diminishing its ability to strike back. The main point which needs to be clarified
is what level of activity we strive for in the YSA and SWPﬂiﬁ-order‘tQ:have a chance of
being considered as a serious. alternative. Pure activismwill not gain us -respect: any
critical minded comrade will soon realize whether he or she is conducting mlndless activity
and will turn on those who encouraged it. Gaining p051t10ns of organizational responsibll-
ity has not either given us any greater ability to win over comrades. What is needed is
to be recognized as political people, with the capacity for judgement and actionm, and this
can’only be demonstrated by a steady involvement in the work of the organization alongside
those we are seeking to win. We.do not refuse "shitwork" but we demand the right to
participate in meaningful vesponsible political activities. There are a certain number of
activities whichwe"can work on wholeheartedly or with delatively minor conflict: Chile
work, CLUW, petitioning, Indochina, Farmworkers support, TU fractions, campus fractionms,
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various facets of election campaigns, forums, regional work, educationals. Where these
assignments are refused, we should pootest, where we can get them we should do our best.
We should make this clear in the branch and local T&P's. This implies that all IT'ers
make a regular effort to attend all meetings of branch or local, be active with YSA'ers
and socialize with them. The coming agenda of each branch or local meeting, or of frac-
tion meetings, should be carefully gone over, the important issues should be identified
as well as the different leanings of comrades involewed; then our approach should be
outlined in detail including various contingencies. The same applies to our presence at
forums, on demonstrations, or in answering phone calls: we should have a clear policy
designed to achieve a particular political impact on the uncertainties of these comrades.
Finally the local tendency should insure the fullest possible audience for the views
of the F.I. This means day to day contact work at the job, at school, or in the course
of trade union or political activity. We can begin to develop a periphery of people
who lesten to us in our union situations, give chem literature, and invite them for
talks, even where the LTF attempts to block these, and we can even take actions given
a favorable relationship of forces. In areas where we have a majority in the YSA we should
seek to build mpodel YSAs and recruit cadre. One of the chief tools has to be the sales
of the international press and publications. Each local should make specific assignments
for that. We have to get substriptions to Imprecor, and sell it at every political event
in the whole region, thus getting a feel for how different audiences react to FI politics.
Reprints of particular articles may be useful at a given point. Comrades can take
Militants and ISRs along with them as they are a good topic of converaation and all van-
guard elements should be familiarized with it, as well as being a responsibility of mem-
bership in the SWP and YSA. Wherever this results in interest in the FI, comrades should
explain in detail why these contacts must join the SWP and YSA to help build an American
section of the FI. Thds involves a process of politicazation of contacts by taking them
to a wide range of activities, including SWP forums and other groups' political events,
so that they come to understand the exact role of revolutionary Marxists in the left,
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4, Our Tasks in the YSA Inessa

To implement the orientation to YSA work approved by the conference all comrades must
begin immediately, and maintain, a seriously coordinated effort. A commission of ten
will act as a liason with all comrades in local tendency unite and aa the primary commu-
nicating link with the center; however the tasks outlined require that all comrades immerse
themselves in this perspective. The following are some immediate projects and more long-
range tasks that we must begin to work on now:

1. The upcoming plenum of the ¥SA will be the weekend of July 4-5. Comrade Rich M,
will head up this phase of YSA work. There are eight comrades of the IT who could attend
and participate in counter reports and discussion at the plenum: the four on the national
committee and four local organizers. We will approach Peter G. to ask for his collabor-
ation. The other seven comrades will discuss the plenum reports, transportation subsi-
dies, etc. The formation of a gajority faction in the YSA which will be reported on
separately, may result in an attempt to keep us from even participating in the plenum.
Comrades whould report all pertinent information. We have requested that a representative
of the IMT be present at the plenum.

2) The center must have a comprehensive picture of the local and regional areas, and a
realistic idea of the gains we can make. Forms wili be sent to comrades of the areas and
should be given serious consideration and filled out completely, and then returned to the
center ASAP.

3) Regional traveling and follow-up will be an important aspect of YSA work. Some of
our own regional probing can be done while fulfilling YSA assignments to petition campai-
gn tomrs, USLA trips, etc, where we can speak to YSA comrades. However, the most returns
will come from forays into the region, taking the FI press and IT documents with us, looking
up the regional local or at large comrades; where we are only going by an address in the
Militant or a name and address obtained by questionable sources our audacity must be
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tempered by subtly. As some IT centers have an extremely large territory to cover,

we should get to those areas thwere we have already laid some gwound work before school
recesses for the summer. In conjunction with this the center is currently discussing
putting regional travelers on full time in Houston, Chicago, and New York. There are
conurete needs for such assignments especially in Houston where it sometimes requires

a full weekend of traveling to get to an area and back again. The tasks of the fegional
traveler could be expanded as necessary to include others of the myriad tasks of coordi-
nating our YSA work. These three areas of the tendency in particular should discuss
fully whether or not a comrade can be freed for such work, including an evaluation of
the regional situation over the summer, finances, etc. Comrades should refer to a recent
newsletter article for a listing of all the YSA locals and research which ones will fold
over the next period, how many comrades in those locals will move from the city, etc.

4). A separate newsletter article will deal with the nature of our activity in the
YSA; here we should deal with some of the specific points. All YSA comrades should
participate in the on-going activities of the locals, including attending meetings,
forums, interventions. There will be many regional comrades moving into the centers
shortly in addition to the already resident contacts of the IT, that require a presence
in the daily life of the locals to afford us the best hearing and recruitment. The newly
formed YSA Majority Faction will mean a stepped up factionalism in many respects including
slanders and distortions in greater degree; we can answer them and best gain the ear of
unaligned or new recruits only if we maintain an active face. This also means carrying
out assignments given us and seeking assignments in those areas that are in keeping with
our political aapabilities. In addition, we should request giving local reports, includ-
ing counter T&P's that offer a possitive political criticism and an alternative that
avoids the approach they often attribute us with having - that of carping critics. Our
interventions should be worked out collaboratively with all IT'ers of the given area with
the aim of developing the tendency cadre we have.

5) Convention Discussion - it is projected that there will be a first draft of the
political resolution in about a month, which can be circulated well in advance of the
opering of the YSA discussion and worked on with the idea of sending in the completed
document at the first announcement of the pre-convention discussion's opening.

Other major and secondary documents must be initiated soon. On the form which wéll be
sent to comrades it should be indicated which documents they are prepared to or wish

to write. This is done in order to prevent a repeat of our last pre-convention discussion
chaos and the number of contributions written on the same topics, leaving many important
areas uncovered. All documents must contain practical suggestions and proposals for
action so6 that we avoid an abstract discussion of the failings of the YSA leadership. 1In
additdéon to our written intervention an oral counter-political perspectives report will be
drafted by the center for use by the comrades, which should of course be modified to each
area's needs. A preliminary list of documents the tendency should contribute to the YSA
discussion indlude: 1) Theory of and nature of revolutionary leadership and organization,
applying the FI discussion over democratic-centralism, the factionalism in the YSA and

its distortion of the concept of democratic-centralism, and the responsibilities of the
YSA leadership (failings, minority rights, etc.) 2) Record of the PST up to the current
events. 3) Chile and the USLA campaign 4) Disputed FI questions, 5)Election campaigns,
including national and campus elections, PRDF, etc.; 6)UFW work; 7) CLUW; 8)black work;
9)current trends in the U.F. working class.

6) To ensure adequate means of communication, all reports, contributions, and ideas
for carrying out tasks should be sent to the center. Regular YSA reports should be on the
agendas of the local tendency dnits and written up in detail into the minutes of the
areas that are then sent in. All suggestions are welcome.
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IV. Other Internal Documents of
the Internationalist Tendency
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Partial List of Pseudonyms Used by IT Members
In Their Internal Discussion Material
Hank Williams
Vincent
Molly Macguire
Archie Shepp
Joseph Wedemeyer
" Tom Paine
E. Pluribus
Thor Ladislaw
Cisco.
Herman Meyer .
D. Ahmad Estreugal ["The Armed Struggle"]
Nora Rahdnik ["Narodnik"]
Elvis
‘Inessa
Tom K.
-Kirk
Ophelia
Carlos
Rico
Mitchell
Alec
Alexander
Mike Patrick
Carapace
Plastron
Gilbert
Kelly
Azdak
Antoine
Edward
Errol
Father Vermelt

Note on pseudonyms used by IT members

Hank Williams: The evidence shows that Williams is Bill
Massey: (1) the IT newsletter reports that Williams at-
tended the meeting of the "Enlarged IMT Bureau" prior
to the IT national conference; (2) John Barzman report-
ed to the Control Commission that Massey had attend-
ed an IMT leadership meeting at around that time.

Vincent: The evidence shows that Vincent is John Barz
man. The IT document, "A Reply to ComradeMassey from
Los Angeles," states that the two ITers proposed by the
IT PC to attend the World Congress as fraternal observers
were "M assey and Vincent."’
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DOCUMENTATION FOR MAY 25-27, 1974 I.T, NATIONAL CONFERENCE

I,

Available on request from I.T, center

Bulletin of the Midwest Institute For Political and Social Studies No, 1.

1. Is the Question of Constructing the Ameri¢an Section of the Fourth Inter-
national Posed? Let's Pos. It. by Carapace, Plastron, Kelly, Molly Macguire,
Azdak, Antoine, - N.Y.; Alec - Chicago. March 5, 1974 .

2, A Letter from Bob L. to the Political Committee, March 13, 1974.

3. A Lettex from Ron W. regarding Discussion on Stalinism; Los Angeles, Marbh 22,

4. Letter from Ron W, submitting "The NatiaoRlisaestion: Setting the Récord
Straight" - Los Angeles, March 22, 1974.

5. Palomar Position on Vietnam, By Mitchell and Vincent ,

9. Amendeménts to Palomar Position on Vietnam, by Alec, Chicago.

7. Addition to "Is the Question of Comstructing, etc....'" by Alec, Chicago

II. @ciological Journal of the Sou th, Bulletin Number 15, April 1974,

III.,

v,

VI.

1. Which Way Forward? Draft Politiaal Perspecttves Resolution - by Hank Williams
April 14, 1974, ‘ .

Sociological Journal of the East, Bulletin Number 3, 1974. April, 1974,

1. Reply to ML - by C.M,, from D.C.

2, It Is Still Necessary to Draw Lessons from the Failure of the Chinese
Trotskyists - by F. Wang and K, Lau, submitted by Hank Williams

3. The Political Struggle in Chile and the Relation to the Solidarity Movement
by Tom Paine

4, Rezsons for the Amendments to Palomar, by Alec

Facing the Seventies, The Christian and Social Action in Today's World, Bulletin
Number &, April, 1974,

1. Report on the Palomar Position, by Vermelt, April 19, 1974, Chicago

2. Which Way Forward? A Step Back, by Rico, April 25, 1974, Chicago.

3. A reply to Comrade Massey from Los Angeles, April 23, 1974.

4, Some Comments on Organizational Norms in the Present Context, by Vincent

Institute for the Study of Agression, The Politics of Humger and Fear in the

Urban Setting, Two Essays by Dr. Edward J. Leadbottom, Published as a Fraternal

Courtesy to the Cosmic Current, May 1974.

1, Comrades of the Internationalist Tendengy - by Berta Langston and Bob
Langston, Catskill, New York.

2. Rejection of Resignation - statement by the Pdlitical Committee, May 5, 1974.

3. ",..0ur Main Struggle Is to Win the Ranks of the YSA and Party...'"??? -
Proposed Amendments to Draft "Which Way Forward?" Introduction and explana-
tion of Amendments and Amendments, by DJ/fAhmad Estreugal and Nora Radnik,
May Day, 1974, '

Bulletin of Social Economics Number 6 - May, 1974,

1, On the Vietnam Discussion, by Nora Rahdnik, May 3, 1974.

2, Strike Support Activity in the Houséaon Branch, by Edward, Houston

3. The Labor Party, the S5WP, and Us, by Carlos, Bay Area

4, On the Palomar Position on Vietnam, Passed by Los Angeles - 7 for, 1 against,
1 abstention, 1 absent,

5. Alternate Position on Vietnam, Passed by Los Angeles - 7 for, 1 against, 1
abstention, 1 agbsent, April 29, 1974,

6. On our Orientation to the Ranks of the SWP/YSA, by Archie Shepp, Houston,
May Day, 1974.
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VII, New Horizons in the Compensation of Working People, by E. Pluribus
1. Draft Resolution on Trade Union Work

VIII. Bulletin of Social-Economic Studies, Issue #7, May 1974, This Month: Value
Price and Profit and the Modern Consumer,
1. Carapace Statement on Vietnam - A 7-point Program for the I.T., May 5, 1974,
2. The Baack Question: A Problematic Point and & Turn to Tasks - Inessa, Chicago
May 15, 1974,
3. American Revolutionaries Must Know Where They Stand on the Vietnamese
Revolution - by Vincent, Mitchell, Hank Williams, Mike Patrick,
4, Toward Greater Clarity on Black Work: Or Some Pfeliminary Notes toward
an Initial Outline of Our First Contribution in the Way of a Black Document
- by Joseph Weydemeyer and Herman Meyer, St. Louis Internationalists,

IX, Journal of Science Fiction Series I: Dick Tracy and the Escargots
1. A little background information is necessary - by Tom K., Oakland, May
15, 1974 (restricted)

X. Journal of Science Fiction Series II: Dick Tracy:and the Moon Maid, Bulletin #10
1. Memorandum on Some Key Issues Raised by the Black Liberation Strugglea,
by Vincent

XI. Counter Resolution "Unless we Believe the SWP to be Reformable...
(restricted)

XII. Amendments to Political Resolution - by Los Angeles.
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June 14, 1974

From : Gilebert, for the IT PC
To: IT Steering Committee Members, hrea Organlizers, Financial Directors
and Publications Directors.

Dear Comrades;

gnclosed 1s material that we of the PC feel 1s very important to
bring to your attention and in that sense the attention of the Tendency
as a whole. We ask that you give thls material your priority consider-
ation and that you act on 1t immediately.

This includes 1) a proposed sub quota for a sub drive for Inprecor
during the months of ~July &nd sugust. 2) Proposed quotas for the
regular bundles of Inprecor-the O0ld Mole and the International Magazine.
3) & form to fill out and send back to the center concerning # 1 and
2. This should be sent back no later than the 24th of June.

L) i bulletin on the need for financial aid to the center and the need
for regularization of payments(and in some cases payments period).

5) The proposed tour schedule for a Comrade from the IMT who will be
here in the next few days.

The PC asks Steering committee members or local organizers to take
promt actions in dealing with these matters. In those areas where no
steering committee members exist we ask the comrades or the comrade to
take promt action. For further information call 312-871-3277(this 1is
the number in the center-as people have been calling 281-2142 in error).
or write to Bill Massey 2602 N. Burling Street, Chicago, Illinoils 6061L4.

Thank you for your troubles with warm Leninist greetings

Gilbert-ITPC
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of June 14, 1974 52




10 ALL AREAS OF I.T. June 14, 1974
ATTENTION: LOCAL ORGANIZER AND PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR

FROM: GILBERT, FOR THE IT PC
TO: ALL IT IDCALS

<

REF: PUBLICATIONS: INPRECOR-OLD MOLE AND INTERNATIONAL MAGAZ INE

L. The Political Committee proposes a subscription drive for Inprecor to be held
during the months of July and August. The sub drive will begin on July 1lst and
end on August 30th, 1974, Each area of the Tendency will be assigned a quota to
f111. The total that we are shooting for is five hundred subscriptions. Any subs
collected prior to July first will be counted for the quota.

2. The PC also proposes a quota for the local areas for the sales of individual copies
of Inprecor, the 01d Mole and the International Magazine. The quota for -the Inprecor
subscription drive and the individual bundles per area are based on the same figures.
This sets one set of figures for the four different categories, which we 1list in the
order of the priority as we gee it: 1) Inprecor subscriptions, 2)Inprecor individual
sales, 3)01d Mole individual sales and 4) Individual sales of the International.

3. The Inprecor is a forthnightly magazine, that 1s every two weeks, whereas ‘the
01d Mole is a monthly newspaper and the International magazine is a quatterly . The
quota system for these publications as well as the sub drive for the Inprecor’for the
months of July and August is the following one per area:

BOSTON-=---5 i o . Minneapdlis--—-lo ” ‘ Othe;Q--93

N.Y-N.J.-L.I.---60 ° ‘ " Towa City----10 .

Philadelphia--=12 ~ o , Kansas City---5 Total----500
Washington'D,C,~--35 =~ Los Angeles---50 ' : .
Chicago---75 ) San Jose-~---20: :
Madison-Milwaukee-~-15 Bay Area----25

8t. Louis---10 Portland----15

Houston---60

The Center will réceive the bundles of all these publications from the source and
then distribute them to the areas. The Center will send the full payment for the
total bundle to the sendeérs. Then the center will bill the local areas for the
material sent to them. In each case the Center will reduce the mailling costs from

the total receipts that the . azcidiidiong will raise and then adjust the billing to

the local areas to pass along any "profit" to the local areas. In other words the
Center will not try to.raise money for itself out of these sales. -We will stay depend-
ent on the sustainer base for our incomes. At this time the Inprecor costs us'.25¢

per copy and we sell it for ,50¢, -for a bundle of 500 we will pay $125.00 and if all
of them are sold we receive $250.00 dollars. Out of the $250.00 we will pay the costs
of the shipment of thée total bundle to the Center from the source and the customs, in
addition to paying for the costs of mailing the bundle to the local areas. What is
left after this we will pass along to the areas for their '"profit". Whatever that
figure is it will be small so that it is in no way the incentive for the sales of these
publications-our incentive is the political one. The same method will be followed with
the 01d Mole which.will give us a bundle rate also and the International w&ich we pay
.50 for and sell for $1:00.

All bills from the Center for local bundles must be paid promptly or we can not afford
to continue sending that area its bundle, If an area must cut its bundle, it should
do so promptly so that it does not get into a financial hole. We are still at the
stage where bills must:be paid or no goods can be distributed and the Center will in
that seunse act as a repressive arm and stop bundles when payments are not received.
All checks whethee they are for subs or for the bundles should de-paid on the receipt
of the bundle and not after the bundle is sold. All checks should be madé out to

Bill Massey and sent to 2602 N. Burling Street, Chicago Illinots 60614.

IT PC Internal Communication
53 of June 14, 1974




INPRECOR

The subscription drive for Inprecor is one of the key tasks of the Tendency at this
time. This cannot be overstated. When in the first edition of Inprecor (t 1is stated
in the Editorial: 'Because of its international mode of dirtribution, INPRECOR, can
survive only if a large ‘enough number of sutzcriptions are taken--and taken quickly."
They are not whistleing "Ita Only a paper moon". Without subscriptions, Inprecor will
stop coming out. We cannot depend on the SWP to provide the sub base in the U,S. for
this publication of the Fourth International, only we can do it. Therefore even though
it will be most difficult we must go on a forced march to provide these subs. This is
the first such drive that the Tendency has been asked to undertake, it will mark our
seriousness as to how we fulfill this task.

INPRECOR 18 the boldest venture on the part of the International. A revolutionary
journal coming out every two weeks in French, Spanish, Gecrman and English, No revolut-
ionary journal like this has appeared since the beginning of the Communist Internationdl
and that rested not only on the communist movement in Europe but on the state power of
the Soviet Union under Lenin and Trotsky. While the Trotskyist movement has made major
gains over the entire pact period and this is fundementally reflected in the birth of
Inprecor, it is still a daring venture to begin this journal. If we are successful 1t
can only ensure the continuing growth on a global scale of the political influence of
our mevement. This journal is a direct reflection of the revolutionary activity of
our world cadre and the theoretical lessons iIn action. We can use it to build our
influence in this bastion of world reaction only if we begin with a military like
approach toward the securing of a beach=head for its development. It will serve many
purposcs, first as a guide to our political outlook, second as a guide to the ranks
of the YSA and SWP whom we are trying to reach, third as a vehicle to spread the ideas
and respect of the Fourth International in the advanced layers of radicals and revolut-
ionaries not yet inthe Trotskyist movement, and fourth and not inconsequential, as a
direct tool of contact work in reaching, politicizing and drawing to us, the advanced
workers on our jobs, With a sale of a sub to a worker contact we lay the basis for
an ongoing political relationship and discussion topic. Every two weeks it will take
up the most important events concerning the struggles of the world working class and
oppressed peoples in struggle, and give a Marxist analysis in addition to the strategy
being implemented globally to push forward the revolutionary struggles. Inprecor is
the biggest propaganda gun in our arsenal. In this the first stage we must implant
the gun so that we can fire it, This means selling those subs. This i3 a political
task of the first magnitude. The fact that the list of contributors to this journal
include Ermest Mandel, Livio Maitan, Pierre Frank, Pierre Rouseset, Tariq Ali, Alain
Krivine, the leaderships of ths Latin American-revolutionary movements and the most
active participants in the class struggle globally makes it a very interesting and
important journal that can be ugsed to arm the advanced layers here and give them a
cohesive approach both theoretically and organizationally. This is our epoch and
Inprecor is our sword.

1. The Center will bill all the local areas for the first issue. The second issue
will soon be out and the bill for that will be sent with it. The intitial costs

of the first two bundles necessitate that the areas pay .50 a piece for the copies
they received. Future issues will go down somewhat. Make all bundle payments payable
to Bill Massey. o

2. All subs are to be sent to the Center which will send them and the checks accompany-
ing them to Imprecor, If you have already subscibed and sent your funds to Inprecor,
notify the Center as to how many subs were sent and for whom.

3. The Center will mail out sub blanks to the local areas with the final sub quota list.
We have been informed that the Inprecor will have in addition to its yearly air mail sub
for $16.00(which may be adjusted) two other airmail introductory subs: a 6 month intro
for $7.00 and a 3 month intro for $3.50. However try to push the yearly airmial sub
first in that it gives a more.long range base and cuts down on the necessity for another
drive right away. In addition to the yearly and intro airmail there is the yearly sea
mail sub for $7.50. (The L.A. cdes have gotten the ball rolling already with a number

of subs(10-4 for airmail yearly and 6 for sea mail yearly).
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4, We provide a blank to be filled out by each arca and sent back to the center. We
expect that each area will hold a discussion in the next week and decide whether to .
accept the proposed quota for subs to Inprecor and for the bundles of Inprecor as
well as the 01d Mole and International. We ask that your subgcription quota as well
as the others be coldly discussed as to what can actually be done. While we want to
make a push we don't want to become 1lik¥e the Wolforth grouping which is sales crazy.
If by exerting the major effort you can that you can't accept this quota then revise
it, However, be aware that the Center assumes that it was being somewhat conservative
in assigning these quotas. This letter should reach all areas no later than the 17th
cf June that gives you until the 24th to have your answer(the filled out form) back
tc the center, Then the center will publicize the final fund drive quota. is

work {s not in place of carrying out our other tasks such as YSA and Party work but
it is meant to augment it and vice versa.

THE OLD MOLE ALL PAST DEBTS FROM THE LOCAL AREAS TO THE OLD MDLE HAVE BEEN PAID BY
THE CENTER., THEREFORE IF YOU OWE ON AN OLD MOLE BUNDLE OR THE CHILE SUPPLEMENT DO
NOT SEND THE MONEY TO THE OLD MOLE. INSTEAD PUT IT IN YOUR LOCAL TREASURY.

2. In the future all 01d Mole bundles will be ordered from and distributed by the
Center in Chicago. Do not place orders in Canada but in Chicago.

3. Like the Inprecor the 0ld Mole bundle must be paid for regulatiy or it will hold
up future bundles that you would receive. We do not get a bundle rate on this yet,

4, The quota system for 01d Moles is the same as the Inprecor sub quota and Inprecor
sales quota on a total of five hundred, 01d Mole is a monthly.

5. Designate what your check is for when paying for Inptécor or 01d Moles or Inter-
Nationals or subs etc. This is the only way wé can keep the books straight

The 01d Mole plays a different role than Inprecor in that it is a newspaper and 1s

the paper of the Canadian section of the IMI, People in the U.S, have a very chauvan-
ist attitude toward Canada, this is a good way to combat this attitude in action. The
Mole 1like the whole development of the RMG-GMR has been a beacon to us and a main
stay 1in our own development. It is the comrades of the North who brought out the
consciousness of a Red North America which is the reflection of the reality of the
upcoming revolution in this continent, Lets continue to share this understanding,

and continue to develop a readership for this publication here in the more backward
section of the interlocked triangle of the soon to be Red North America. .
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INTERNATTONAL MAGAZINE

The International Magazine which 13 a quarterly remains an important part of our
propaganda approach, It is a most serious theoretical journal of Trotskyism and
should seriously be read by all of our comrades for its political value. It is
a magazine that will have an dppeal to those who are seriously trying to eome to
grips with Marxist idea in this country. Likewise 1t also reflects the dynamisn of
the British section of the Fourth International which in a short number of years has
gone from being a small group to nearly 1,000 revolutionaries battling in what was
up until the Second World War the major Imperialist bastion. Today the struggles
of the British working class and the struggles of the Irish masses are an integral
part of the global class struggle. The development of the IMG in this circumstance
holds many lessons for us. For the first time in ages the development of an Inter-
nationalist approach combined with the day to day struggles of the British workers
is to be found in the reality of the politics of the IMG and reflected in the Inter-
national magazine, the U.S. still lags behind in this sense.

A1l the same policies on sales of the International are the same as the Inprecor and
01d Mole except that it Is quarterly and that we get it for .50¢ per copy and sell

it for $1,00. This will be reflected in the billing of the areas after costs of
shipping are deducted.
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A BULLETIN ON FINANCES: (Or "WHILE THERE IS NOT YET A CRISIS THERE COULD BE IF..

The treasury of ‘the Tendency has fallen below the level that is necessary in order

to maintain our past level of development. In large part this has becen caused due

to the costs of the conference, the payment of the debts on the Old Mole, and the
Chilean supplement, the initial payment on the Inprecor and the costs of travel

to various arcas of the Tendency and abroad. Also most areas have lagged somewhat in
their payments just prior to the confercnce and after.

Many areas have not adopted the recommendation of the Steering Committee of 5 $7.
per person sustalner per weck to the center. While we know that this is not always
casy, it is a small sum considering the inflated state of the dollar. In the coning
period with our plans for regional work, for getting more material out to the Tendency
(such as the ncwsletter to all members-PC mlnutes to the Steering committece-a regular
monthly bulletin) continued travel in order to keep the Tendency leadership informed
as to the local developments &3 well as giving the Tendency members as a whole the
chance to meet with its leadership and make ?ts views known to them in a f£irst hand
manner, Travel within the IMT, not only to Europe but to Canada, Mexico, vapan
and elsewhere, All of these things cost money. In addition we want to have a
really interventionist role in the YSA preconvention discussion nationally and that
will cost funds. :

In the next -period we want to free up one of the full time staff to do as much
preparation and c¢oordination of the preparation of the North American perspectives
document, this will necessitate that the other full timer spend time on the organiz
ational needs of the Tendency which now includes the handling of the publications
in a professional manner. This all costs money.

We have.sall learned many bad lessons from the leadership policies of the Party. We
do not seek to emulate them in any area. They make a fetish of finances while neglect=-
ing the political development of the ranks we seek to do the opposite our fetish must
be the political development of the ranks which includes the leadership that the
Tendency has chosen to represent it in this period. However, we cannot take a light-
minded approach to finances or everything else will be just so much good intentions.
Therefore we ask that comrades send in their back payments which on the whole have
increased in the aftermath of the conference. That all areas adopt a policy of
regular payments to the center based on their membership figures and with the

$7.00 per member average as close to a reality as possible. We have a tour coming
up which is very important and it cannot be conducted unless our finances are in shape.

Some areas such as Houston and Philadelphia have been models financially as well
as in other ways. Other areas have tried very hard to improve, other areas have been
very slip shod in this respect. All have the same rights as members of the Tenency.
Now none of our comrades at this time are rich people. Our Tendency is made up of
working people for the most part. This means that we don't depend on & few angels
to finance us but we depend on the collective effort of the Tendency as a whole-if
we are unsuccessful in motivating and fulfilling this need the entire collective will
fail. We ask that comrades consider this seriously and take responsibility for this
matter, :

While we motivate any gifts or financial donations over and above the regular
amounts that comrades give, we depend on the regular payments of the comrades and
the areas. Therefore we ask that comrades please try to pay up and then regularize
your payments, In each of the arcas there must be a financial conaciouaness developed
by the local leaderships, Those arcas that have not been paylng regularly must do so,
Those arecas where only a few comrades pay must spread out the responsibility and
thereby increase it; those areas who have not been paying anything at all.

We plan to help get out pamphlets on the Sprarticists, on the revolutionary
movement in Africa and a reissue of Pierre Franks History of the F.I. in the next
period as well as subsidize YSAers travelling to the Plenum in addition to the trip
of the IMT rep and 1 person to accompany him. Please help, we hate to ask for money
but it is necessary. Comradely Gilbert for the PC of the IT '
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PUBLICATIONS FORM-TO BE FILLED OUT &ND RETURNED

Immediately
TENDENCY LOCAL 4 Nunmber of Cdes
(name of area)
Comrade assigned to Publications
uwddress - ~ Phone #

address to send bundles of Inprecor-Old Mole and Internationals

QUOTs ACCEPTED BY THE TENDENCY FOR INPRECOR SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE

QUOTs H»CCEPTED BY THE TENDENCY FOR BUNDLE OF INPRECOR_

(forthnightly)
QUOTi ACCEPTED FOR BUNDLE OF OLD MOLE

(monthly)

Quota accepted for”Bundlevor International Magazine

(Quarterley)

ADDITIONsL REMsRKS

FPlease discuss these questions in the local Tendency groups and then
nake decisions and mail this back to the Center so that we can proceed.
This should be back in the Center no later than the 24th of June. Thank
you, comrade.
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INT REP. TO TOUR MsaIN TENDENCY ARE&sS

& comrade of the IMT Bureau will make a tour of the IT in the coming
‘period. Comrades who attended the recent conference vere made aware of
this visit. Now we can glve the proposed schedule for-the tour. The
comrade will arrive in New York City on the 19th of June and will attend
the Socialist Jorkers Party plenum there as well as comradecs John B. and
Bi1ll ¥. who have been invited as IEC observers. The comrade will also
attend the Y54 plenum which will also be attended by Cde. Rich M., Mark L.
John H., and: the IT comrades who are also organizers of locals of the Y34,
which includes Long Island, Paterson, New Brunswick, and Iowa City. 1In
addition John and Bill are requesting to attend this Plenum as observers,

It is not possible for the comrade to visit every area so that there
will have to be a preparatlion for meetings in a central location to allow
the maximum number of comrades to meet with the comrade and discuss.

The following 1s the proposed tour of the Tendency as worked out by
the PC.

June 20 thru June 23 = = = = = = = The SWP Plenum in N.Y.C. -
June 23 evening(a Sunday night)- - - Mtg. of IT cdes from New Xork-N J.
L I.. Philadelphia-Boston.

Monday June 24=25 26~ = = = = = - = Houston
Thurs. to Sat., June 27-28«29 = = = = = =« = « - Los angeles

Sunday June 30, Mon.&Tues. July 1&2~ = = = - <The Bay irea (On Sunday
Junc 30 a meeting of IT

. members from Portland-SFe-

- OQakland-Berkeley=-San Jose.-

Wed. July 3« = = = = . = = = = = Chicago- meeting with ITPC

Thurs. July 4 thru Sunday July 7th- - - - The YSi4 Plenum in New York
Sunday July 7th- -« = - an evening meeting with the IT Cdes. in the N.Y.-
N.J., L.I., Boston and Phila. areas.

July 8= %' « & = = '« == = "New York
July 9the = = = = =« «= « a day of rest

July 10th and 1llth+ = = = = ==« « =Washington D.C.

July 12-13-14—- - = = = = = =w = =~ = Meeting with IT cdes in the Chicago
- Minneapolis-Madison-Milwaukee-Kansas
City, qug'C1ty and St. Louls areas.

July 15-16=17cm——memem=NoB

#These meetings are just for IT members. Aarrangements will attempt to
be made to allow comrade C. to meet with cdes who have not yet rejoined
the IT but this 1s to be arranged separetly and secondarily.

Arrangements are being made to work out a common bloc in the ¥Sa plenum
with Cde. Peter Gr. who 1s a member of the ¥SA NC and who left the IT.

Cde Peter who was consuted by us saild he is open to discussing such a bloc,
The YSA N.O. turned down Peter's offer to resign his position since Peter
felt that he was elected as an IT rep. The IT leadership previously
notified Peter that we had no objections to his remaining on the NC.
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IS rdd #U&STION OF CONSTRUCTILG THE HnidRICaw SECLIOw O
THE vOURTH IwTuHwaTIOxNsL POSED? LETYS POSE IT.

BY: CARAF:CE, PLaASTHOw, RELLY, JOLLY «nCGUIRE, albeh,
ANTOIVE-~REW YOAL; oLEC=-=~ChICaGO
Submitted: unarch 5, 1974

I.TaODUCLION

ie don;t think that what we propose in thls document is earthshikting
or new andooriginal. The«problems posed are those that many sections of the
Lth have already faced and bezun to-tackle. irowevey the questions we've
raised are vey important and fundamental. Our eventual success depends
upon an adequate ansvier to these questions. e have proposed areas for
debate but have not bezun this debate--this we shall do in forthcoming’
documents. - e have veighed our wuads carefully and ve may well form a group
in the tendency in ofder to better wage this debate., Some will think that
ve are trying to move too fast, others will say that we're trying to be
provocative and irresponsible, ‘e've s8imply attempted to center the debate.
.e know that some of our formulations may not be well presented, we know
that others will be proven false; yet, the general method of this éocument
is correct and productlvq. :e are confident that history wll absolve us.

Forward to the rmerican Section=oftbhe Fonrthwinbernabiomalt

Ct.iTitR THE DuznTE- BUILD fHi ORGANIZaTIOw

The necessity for a synthetical exposition of the tasks of the hour’
and the conditions in which ve strusile poses the key problem of struc-
turlinz the process of debate through which we will take our first timid
steps towdidsvdlvelopingralzevolutionary organization of the 4th in the
United States. The key guestion fabing us today is thus the development
of our political line here (we recognize the limits placed upon such an
elaboration as a line is developed in its application). The formation of
ourpolitical stratesy can only be achieved if we avoid diversions that
could lead us to separate ourselves from the essential contribution we
can make to the 4th and we repeat this 1s the development of & political
line for builldingz the organization in the U.>. and notHng else. Therefore,
vie pose the question of which topics must and must not be discussed and in
what manner the tendency can approach them: how do we center the debate?

This question is all the more timely as serious mistakes have been
committed by the tendency leadership and these, in general, are being
committéd in the manner of sectarlian deviatoon reminiscent of the 5 :P sect
and its bastard offspring. We argue for a break withthe traumatic demo-
cratism inhérdtedifrétmu our passage in the 3.P ao that we may correct the
tendency's heteroseneity, its dilettante and outdated style of militantism,
its insuffitient politioal criteria for organizihg our militants and ~iving
them & strategy for struzsle in’thé $MP, its 1gab111ty to allocate our
forces in function of our priorities s 1 1 n this resard, tvo examples
are explanatory. First, there 1s the Vern-Ryan episode. The initial
internal discussions (circulated quasi-officilally by the tendency) focused
attention on positively gecondary questions: and had.the.further incon-
venience of tending to.divert our new- comrades‘ back to some ludicrous,
ancient, internal debate in“the S-P. The S:P débate--with few exceptions—~

patriotism. But the problem here is that a comrade or a group of comrades.

whether they pay for. the matetal or not, cannqt take At upon .themselves to
""" vitdely.' circulate documents without the

organization'’s approval; this 1is. ngt centralism. it opens the door to chaos

and it 1s absolutely Ansdmibsiblén ;%3 This practice must he stepped

and only the Steerinz Committee ce&n define the ‘framevork of a debate and

then delegute a commission to orsanize 1t. iiore importantly, however,

is that we cannot afford.at this time a divisive and unproductive,

abstraoct, intellectual discussion on Stalinism,
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tve time of dav a workers state comes into existence, -ern~-iyan,
Dan iJyan, “ietnam or on intermational queetions , questions for
whiek the 4t already Mas nositions, ‘e tendency domsn't have
t-e time to do t-is: _it cannot afforrd to do t~is_and it will not_
__focus t-e debate on our ker task and our key coniribution to tne 4th,
Tris doesn't mean tat t-e ¢ couldn't motivate te openin~ of dis-
cussion on certain international questions that may directly effeot
our work--i,e. Lati:z .imerica enid . oreno's comin~ collavnse. ilso,
under the circumstances we are 1ot onnosed to a literary debate on
stalinism, etc. AXF 1 te .a -y convention., Another bad example
is tre I"s nandlin-~ of tne Va& convention discussion. ere avain
¢ saw a similar oroblem--an inablilty to focus on t-e essential and
allocate forces in relation to nriorities. It was inexcusable that
t~e I" resolution did not annear until convention time. ‘nis not
only wrevented tve resolution's -comin— under criticism from t-e ¥sa
I'' 'Yers and indevwendents and t*us allouin~ us to recommize and pro-
fit from its stren~t-s and weaknesses in t-e debast, tre resolution
arrived too late to be an effesctive or~anizin~ tool around w-icn we
could ~ather IsA'ers, our own inclvded. 'hy did t-is hapnen?
(bviously t»e vtoblem is not just with t e mistakes of one comrade
(alt™ou~- this comrade in c¢har~e of the I resolution found the time
to write four or five other documents :ricn were interestin~ and well
s'ritten but arain secondary arnd e reco-mize that t-e delay was
nartiallv due to an attenpt to receive sur-vestions from otier come
rades across the country)., but ratrer uitr the ;endewcy's lack of.
claritv in determin~in~, and we say it a—ain, oriarities--tne
oriorities of an orwanization in construction. .lso aonearin~ in
t~e convention discussior were 5 or 6 documents from all over the
country, all wit: different titles and all sayin-~ the same thin-~,
Cne furtver noint in t-is re~ard, e are disavoointed that t»is subtle
vern-ryanism" kept croopin~ un in t-e convention interventions and
documents nurvortin~ to be t»e nositions of tne Ir. .Uhis was urons.
even if it was "thou=nt* that hobody would disar~ree with the particulap
o so subtle points bein~ made. inally, the v-r document. on Vietnanm,
niz~ly touted as an excitin~s contribution to .rotskylism, was not
only totally nontexvlanatory vis-a-vis tie -ietnamese revolution but
misreoresented lousset's vositions esmecially concerninz bureaucracy.
in tre ¥C7 and the inadequate fi~=nt avainst it. It smacked of
sectarianism and demonstrated t-at two leadershiv comrades could -..»
---not keen tlieir attention on t-e essential problem of develonin~ an
oreahization with & line in the u.s.

BUTLD THE INTERNATIONAL %O BUILD THE SLCTION
Tn orief, it is time for comrades to stop olayine at the little

theoretician; if some conrades cannot cease and desist e provese

that their most valuable contributions be circulated only in the 3§
and I *© 1eadershin. !e oronose in t»e interest of inte~ratin~ the
tendency: - the immediate accentance of all the 4t~ Internationalls
nositions, that the tendency so declare and so act and that debate

on these broad questions (immediately non-practical) be cdosed in the
tendencv for oné year, " “ere could be rare excention to tris, subject to
5C anvnroval, The tendency tius ~ives oriority to buildin~ the Inter-
national by zivin~ nriority to develoninr a dialectic of our sectors
of intervention here and trusts the -International leadershiv to

handle the far-reachin= international. questions for another year.

.2 would like our pronosels in the followinm sections of tliis decument
to be considered as a stevo toward definin~ an initial and nroductive
frameuork for the debate.

TOWARD A- D}ZALECI‘I.C FOR INTERVENTION

Tme transformation of t-e tendency into a revolutionarJ orzani-
zation “as been correctly recomnized by t-e >C to be tre number one
item on tve avenda. Jevelonin~ a stratesy for the construction of a
revolutionary or=anization cannot be simply reduced to 2ood inten-
tions and a desire, ortrodox in t-e eyes of .arxist theory but without
any ~reat practical-tactical portent, to imovlant ourselves in the
class. The necessary strate~y, to the contrary, must conceive and
expound the compnlementarity and interaction of our possible areas of
intervention, that is to say, t»e dialectic of our entire inter-
vention in tYe class stru~gle. ~“he immlantation of revolutionary
avclei in the class is always are nrimary objective, yet, t+is imvlies
t-at we must simultaneously conouer noints of suvwnort outside the
industrial center and that we must ma'“%e bour~eois reformism retreat
from areas were its rriv is t e weakest--we must take advantame of
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ahd {ndlant oursolves in t-e "yerk kines*, e successfuvl work
that we do amon~ students.and . teac*ers, for examdle, favors by tre
echo it receives the nomularization of revolutiorary izeas in tre
reart of t e worin- elnss itself. .atil t-ere is a revolutionary
orvanization imnlanted to.some’ 51~nif10ant de~ree in te class, stu-
dent stru-. les can nossitle be an’ exa’nle fop workers stru-. -les (.rance,
.akistan), e ~atherinz of- certain sgcidl layefrs around t-e nro-
letariat, and t-e nresti-e t-at chn be ~hined by narticination in
m2ss stru~~les in te verin-eryv is verv imvortant for a new orvan-
ization a~d a necessary first sten, ~e strate~y for t-e construction
of a revolutionary or~anizatio- .must combine our main and central
efforts toward imolantation in t-2 class--and t™is central rocus
must_ be_determinate revardin~ all our ot.er volitical ovtions—-
with a serfous attemnt to 3evelop tae. ¢redibility 6f our orzanization
in tre so~called marsinal and nerivheral .layers, ‘e must also
consider te attemnt to build some sort of unity in action wit: other
revolutionary ~rouns.to ~1ve us a strikin- force and a bit .more wei~vnht,
Y so doiﬂ~ we can use to a max1MUﬂ t-e subjective ani objective
omnlpmewt:ritv of oyr dialectic of sectors of intervention--our
strate~y for buildin~ tre’ umerican section of t-e 4t:, The ‘'nited
‘tates is in ap economic crises, ‘atérvate is t“e outer face of a
t-orou~~oinr orises of Ahe entire american nolitical system. 1t's
a contivuin~ nroblem for t~e rulin~ class and it's ~oin~ to —ret worse
for taem,- ‘'ater~ate cauf%t ‘ixon and -is cohorts in tre midst of
a maior overhaul of the exegutive branc- of t“e state, minus the
authority of the olﬁ ‘structures and wit- t-e new ones not yet in
olace, * is’ crises ‘’emains in tre limelir~t and has become part and
parcel of the nrobleqs of unemnloyme=nt and inadequate wares,
5Limns of mobilization and radicalization in tre American workinw
class rave avpeared: t“esre have been strikes a~ainst Spesd-ups
and azainst tre rationalization of employees, Lordstown is an example,
strur=les around worlkinr conditions, a~ainst tre waze freeze, im-
nortatn resvonses a~ainst anti-strike le~islation, strikes for 30
hours work with 40 hours nay, wildcat strikes avainst the wishes of
tre union bureaucracy., ‘isere is every indication trat 1974 will see
the soread of these kinds of movements. iicht now te Amerioan
worker must contend wit> t“e unvrecedented increase in prices and
in unemvioyment. .orkers are comin~ to understand what t:e results
of tre enersy crises will be and trey know t-at they're vayin~ for
it. Trere“is ‘Aincreasir~ dissatisfaction in t-e union ranks and we'lve
71itnessed the anpearance of militant local committees, ‘ihis radicale
ization around t-e or'in~ ¢lass and its vroblems =will srouw its
effect in t-e rasial minorities and couvld «ive immetus to student
stru~~les led by revolutioraries. The absence of any stron= CP or
3ocial-Dlemocracy leaves the field relatively wide onen to us thus
makin~ t e task of formin~ t=e junction between ti e new vanwuard
and t e lessons of the Teft (nnosition easier for us; than it is for
our ‘uromean conrades.f es, tre day is past uwren anythin~ outsidethe
317 sect means vpolitiecal ‘eatﬂ “£il1, we must be cautious and not
nave a concention of the ﬁroletariat t-at is too: leﬂendary, our ime
nlantatlon vill be a difficult task,”’- e must. develop an azalysis
vermittin- us to avoreciate the weak boints and’ tne resources of
bour~eois political control of te workin~ class so that we may strike
out at trese weak voints, RELS is to say, tiat Just: as t-ere isa
combined and unequal develonment of the world system here is a come
bived and unequal develonment. of tre workin-~ class. uertain areas .
of the classic nroletariat may be faster in comin=: around. &lso we
canft rave an ossified amn'o;ac'I to t-e netty-bour-eosie. ‘“he
accumulation of capital and mononolistic consolidation disintezrates
certzin middle layers and t%ross ‘trem into the ranks of thre proletariat,
“vese new layers trat one hésitates to call marzinal are sometines
already quasi-or~anic allies of tre vroletariat, Let's, threrefore,
direct t*e debate toward definin~ the strate~ically determinace
areas of work for the construction of a revolutionary orggnizatXQn
in t»e '35a, Jome criteria could be traditions of struzcle, economic
nersnectives, implantation of tne C.° and other currents, - devree of
noliticel orvanization, TCesere.

70 P oA AL AXIS

"odav, the exvlolitation of t e dorkin* class is comin~ to bs
widely recornized as a daily realitv. "0 reaffirm tre nrioritj\of
nolitical work in t-e wérkin~ class as a credible and effective ore
vanization is also to reafirm a’ fundamental tenet of arxism. tThe
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~istoric role of t-e urorkin- class,. e vre=conditions fo#’a peal .
a~4 fruitful imnlantation'ir t'& class is above all a question of .
formin~ our molitical nersnectives. oday t-2 wWorkin~ class is
wolitically umnarned. Militant ..merican rorkers, not educated about
corcents Suc* as thée revolutionary crises, dual vover etc., rarely
find answers to.t“eir niroblems trat ~o beyond a simvple desire’ to
c-an~e adminisStratioms. "o answer to the vrobleis of unemnloynent, .
raves, opocudtlvity, ork, cond1t~ons to nose te questioh-of
workers control, we must ei~borate o transitional #ro-ram around tre
t-eme of workers cotrol for t-e Usra. dlready, snontaneous and
sworadic stru~=les are beins wa-ed by certain ovarts o; ‘t»e calss on
oroblens of work conditlions and smectacular forms of strur~le are
bein~ emmloyed. 'Tre nﬁradox of :a canitalist nlant ‘were a handful
of workers occuvyin~ a nerve center. céan naralyze an entire ‘fdactory-
~ives us ar ideca of tfo vossibilities: orusent in tve stru~~les of
the van~uard "orke'" ~ranted \most of the 4imerican workin~ class
is not unionized; st*ll t-e unio”s are t-e most voverful or~anizi.
tions of the class tru**le “ere. ' In a veriod of manarement cracke .
down, t-e le~al @dver wiovided by tie unions may annéar ' to most orkers
as a minimun ~uarantcz of vretestion wit¥out ¥ich t-ey will be less
willin~ to fi %, ﬂﬂus ou. ?QlitiO”i work in:t-e unio"s isa
nrincinle task. *'é canit Y »atisf;ed witw orranizis« a "trade
unio» tendency" _but must rat-er aninateé a different sort of practice
based on direct action t“at challenres de facto t e le~ality of the
bosses, ~ivin-~ noliti*di anin~ to ever tre little struvrles and
nointin~ to'aras What a mass militant workers or~anization could be.-
owever, we must alsaq’ deVGlov an intervention for non-unioniged
sections of the class--t~ ey’ could become quite ‘dynamic beinv less
under the bu“caucraty's ‘contral,: Lhre uork1n~ class will not become
radical and political in one fell swoov. ~This radicalization willbe
very differenciated and we’ must see trat, in this-contéxt, a Labor.
“arty is neitrer: desxrable or likely. -e don't rule out the possibility
of some formation arisinr-.callin~ itself the’ Labor' :arty but this,
in tre impyrialist strom~hold, will most assuredly be no more than
the trird caoitalgst narty. Dﬂbate on this point:would, however,
be very educational. Rememdgr-~ a small but si~n1ficant imolantation
by us would, have an important imvact on-the entire oolitical 1ife
of this countrv Anotver area for debate would be' on the feasa-
bility of constructins ne1~%borhood committes touchiﬂv on vroblems
of housinr, rent, transnortation, elections and drbad Dolitical
questions like Chile cohmittees.

fNTERNATIONALISM AID AN"I-IM’ERIALIST STR!"CLES :
Tis is’ thc Ac-illes veel. of th61~lr and, all otner currents.
An entire ~ener athn of mllitante 8 s bOrn under tne banner of the
herolc Vigtnamese. evolublon-«tqi reﬂo%u tion oroved trat it was
nossihle to fieht and win, ‘Regormition toward this revolution has
~iven t1ese militants a desire to carry on. "his seneration, in a
more or less. confused uay grg mpre or 1less’ consciously, nas devoted a
major nart of: its bfforts)tq t-e wolitical suvvort of t:e Indo-
Crinese :evolution. ani is ‘fertile “round Tor t-e develomment of inter-
national solidarity. camoai*rs angd for the develovment of an inter-
nationalist consciousness,’ The,oID ras stumbled rere, havin- rejected.
our international’ strﬁte*y it r¥as' rejected the itr lnternational and
t'2 rise of the worlu revolut1on' “instead it . Yas c: ‘osen to ‘wage an
uncondltional defence’’ of i'ts, tai;—ﬁndln* line "and 1ts se€ct avoaratus-
The 3.2 is vulnerable “erg as it, in fact, réjects 1nternationalism
in order .to ,Jbecome a resnectable 1nst1tution, tne resnect°d "de~
fender of. “rotskyist acquis} tions®, . In substitutin-: a ‘vajue, humanist
tvoe of crarity for veratable nroletarian internationalism ( its
sect offswmrinm~ arz effe*tivaly ‘abstentionist on tris crucial question)
the 37 has left .tre fleld ‘of anti-imnerialist stru~cles wide oven -’
to us and it is heru, t*at tie-orsanization could’ quite 11ke1y ‘ve
built, initial;v ‘at least, wit rapid success. ' finis is anotrer sood -
focus for a debate .for todav more than ever, the buildin~ of anti-
imnerialist solidarity camwaiwms and the leadershiv that we can -~ive
in tn=z oractical. treoratical and or~anizational ‘rediscovery of pro-
letarian internationalism is a“~tsk to which we siould «ive *i=xh
oriority. @Practically, tre question.of increased supvort to the
colonial rauolution, for .the intensification of antibureaucratic
stru~~ies .and Lo tre anti.- canitallst stru~rles in .urove is vosed.
atratevicall ‘the oroblem 6f tre donstruction of ,t"e revolutionary
International implanted in the masses becomes urrent and the resolution
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OUR_ORCANIZATION'S STRCCTURE

ere avain e s™-ould have discussion and raise questiors of
or~anization into cells, ~o'! tendencies function, security questions,
ow conventions are meld and -ow leaders~ips are desi-nated. ‘his
will mean t»at a critique of te »1!'s oclal-vemocratic mode of
or~anization, its coontion of ‘leadershiv' and its dialéctic of
nartial acquisitiorns is in order.

AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS. OE. AMERICAN. CAPITALS-. ... .. ____.
— ¢ orovose t-at tne temency leadershiv form a commission

comvosed of competent comrades to be~-in work on this immediateély
in collaboration wit- our Canadian and international comrades.

A POLITICAL THESIS

e nronose t*at t"e tendency leadershnip form a commission to
solicite suc~estions on t-is sudbject fro~ tre tendency and the Inter-
national, 'his will mean t-at at least an implicit critique of the
$4i*ts revisionism on nationalism, revolutionary violence, transi.
tional nrorram, internationalis~, etc... is somehow necessaryv,

till, we can avoid raisin~ a full fled~ed debare on t7e subjec t
® ibat, 1s the IF?*  ""vis could only be divisive at t~is time and
wit-out fruit. Tor our vart, we acree not to nose t7e question,
*Joe= consistent Cammoyism lead to ' rotskyism?"

CONCLUSION

ur immediate-immediate task is to stay in t»e :.!. and make tne
volitical fis~t in te International cleat. 1In this re-ard we
must orevare the rest of the International and the revolutionary
movement at larme for what is <oint to hraovpen; becauvse of the inter-
national debate it doesn't make muc®. sense to attempt to put a
timetable on this vrocess, 2till it must be clear t»at we are
orevarin~ ourselves dnd by takin~ our first steps towvard acting
as if we were an indevendent ormanization we are quite correctly
movin~ across the ‘fubicon, "hne oroblems involved with t»ls tactiec
are numerous. First, it's difficult to develov a line witvhout beinx
able to test it. "he consequence of t-is is that comrades will
ne~lect the important oroblem of tryinr to form a line and tnis can
oily reinforce t-e sectarian strain in the tendency that wants to
make a fetish out of its little treories. “his would be exactly
tre oonosite of w-at we need--we need to be oven, open,oven. 42is
nroblem is furtrer comnlicated by te fact that the 3C refused to
take a decisive decision on the question of mass work and this
means that we will benefit very little from any hanhazard mass work
that is done. "™nis mass work is crucial for us, it »as the merit
of refocusin~ attention on reality and can prevent us from deve-
lonin~ a sect mentality wich is already bein~ nultivasted by the
comrades who have beem in the 5 !° too lon~ and w~o have become > P
traditionalized.

{n t-e other hand, t e I = leaders*iv is tryin= to helo us
and tryin~ to mive us a vnolitical maturity but t“ey must be cautious
they must -ave doubts about us and we must vrove ourselves., If
tne International was ready to build a section rere we would al-
ready 1ave ten or fiftenn or~anziin~ cadres nere and active amon<
us.,

"ne ~reatest risk, rowever, is t-is: we risk to waste one or
two years perhavs losinvt comrades at least not =ainin~ mue- (maybe
a svectacular radicalization in tre comin» mont»s would ~ive us a
few new “SA'ers but we can't bank on trat). Join~ mass work we could
make si-mificant 7ains in two years, this is not an unrealistic
versvective, Also, in two years tnese ~ains could be decisive. Look
at the I >, trey've reached a thresrold of 600 and because of this
will ma%e a fantastic advance in 1974. defre livin~ in the excitinn
time of a rise in t»e world revolution, we have the opportunity
to build a2 creative ard ric™ orranization., ‘e can build a successful
orcanization with tve volitics of the 4th, ‘he J.C.R. in .'rance
started with less cadres and less volitical line. 4ll the ..uropean
sections were built from small nuclei., Let's not be afraid. aifter
sayin~ all tris, we state clearly that we are ready to follow the
cautious route, let's just be flexible and ready to adapt a new
tactie if thre situation merits.




ADDITION TO "IS THE QUES‘ION or CDNSTRUCTING . JETC"
BY Alec (Chicago)

It has come to my attention since the su'mission of our document that it
contains two factual errors. So that discussion will focus on central issues,
these should be cleared up at the cutset. »

First: -on the Vern-Rya: documents.: "Shortly ‘after some of us formally
affiliated-with the IT, we were (as were other 1T comrades) deluged with the
whole series of Vern~Ryan dccuments: Vern-Ryan on Stallnlsm, 'Vern Ryan on the
Buffer States; Vern-Ryan on Bolivia, eté: Afraid to diseover just how many of
these curious documents we wire going to receive (and unwiliing to wait for
Vern-Ryan on:Women's Sufferage, and Vern-Ryan Meet the Wolf-Man), we protested
to the PC of the IT-at the idea that limited IT funds were being wasted on
tedious, rambling momentos from the graveyard of SWP discussions. We were
not oppored to the Vern-Ryan oriented analyses appearing in the disesussion
bulletin; on ‘the contrary, we argued that such 'analyses should be appearing
rather than simply reprinting material of dubious relevance from the past.

- We thought it peculiar that the first eight &% n~ussion bu.letins should be mono-

polized by such past dacuments, when there were préssing immeciate questions’

.within the IT .which were not being dealt with. ‘We received a reply informing
us that the IT had not provided the fundsj; -but that rather incividual ‘comrades
in Chicago had provided the funds. OQOur statement on the V-R documerits reflects '
what we were told at :this time, : B ‘ ST : :

It now appears that the SC did, in fact, vote to distribute these doc-
uments. The charge of freelancing thus no longer applies; we feel that the other
charges do, however, especially on the question of whether the IT can afford to
focus its attention on secondary issues when we have yet to even begin to ser-
iously work out a plan..of intervention-into.the class struggle in the:U.S.

.- Second: on: the: YSA-IT resolution. - Our document unfairly makes it appear
that the comrade. who ultimately authored the resolution was at -fault. The
actual events reflect far more poo*ly on the political . leadership of the IT -
as a whole; the resolution was assigned to ome comrade wno was allowed to
doodle around with it aimlessly until the last moment, when anather comrade
was assigned (more or less in desperation) to provide such a resolution, By
the time . .this comrade could finith a draft,; mail to the .Tendency, receive -

. Teplies, and; rewrite. the document, it was too late for itto be used in local
discussions.  The disorganization and lack.of direction which this episode
reveals is obvious; again, our criticisms of .the YSA-IT affair’{especially in
regard. to the, ALsa-xomdrareflects of. the delay in appearance of the resolutlon)

.contlnue ‘to--apply.. :

A final: point: our orlglnal statements were based upon the 1nformatlon
which{we had, at the time the document was drafted. - Simte that -time, members .of
the PC corrected me on these two-points and expressed astonishment that .we did
not have the full story. What the PC feels "everybody knows' and what every-
body does know are it seems, two very different things, This is, in itself, a
serious problem,
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WHICH WAY FORWARD? - A STEP BACK

by Rico

I. Introduction

Since May-June 1003, th>2 practical and theoretical work of revolutionary socia-
lists around the world and in particular in the advanced capitalist countries has been
on an objectively higher plane. It is no longer adequate to défend the heritage of Tro-
tskyism and to solidarize %ith anti-imperialist struggles. Now, more than any time since
the post-war upsurge, the actuality of socialist revolution in the belly of the monstez
r7elds nore closely together out theories and concents and our day to day activity. One
can see the coming class battlzs as a ilessianic delivery, or as a projection of a line of
develoament, one of the laws of canitalism in decay. In either case, they are forthcoming.

Everything that grows, develops, or is bailt, must have an initial stage. The mass
party of the American section of the FI with have its early ovigins among the socialist
militants debating political program. A policy can be changed, but persistencz in an in-
correct policy can devour a small group which has a great desal of potential, but no sta-
bilizing base in the class. The proposed PC political perspectives, while being positive
in that it does not posz2 the building of a section by r2forming the SYP, or evan by
long~term penetration, doze not nrenarz the ranks for th2 next step - for the bulk of -
the activity ofi supportexs of the Fourth International to b+ outside of its traditional
framevwork, and th2 gransition to this work.

This document is not intended to be an in-depth analysis of conjonctural Am2rica and
th2 abyss it is being swept into. lcither is it meant to.serve as a political resolution
which must proceed from a study of world economy and politics. Rather, it is iIntended to
highIight a few facts and basic trends which are readily discernable, and the reality °
that the PC's perspective is mistaken and, if used to justofy remaining in the SWP ‘until
the next World Congress, is suicidal.

¥Il. WHY Are We In The SWP?

Although it may not seem so, there were several eeasons why it was correct to maké
the SWP our main arena, instead of joining those who left in the past couple of years.:We
could justify this orientation on the following grounds: 1.) The International is the
most importan® factor. When left-wing elements began to coalesce into the P.,0.T,, the
European leadership was attempting to effect a detente with the SWP. We understood that
any attempt at national Trotskyism was bound to degenerate and end in a sect (most likely
of the anti-Pabloite variety). It was mandatory that we. seek to bloc with the European
leadership which represented the revolutionary majority of the International, in a stru-
ggle against the SWP's Centrism. The past two years of world politics and internal fac-
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tional struggle has educated the entire Intcrmational. Our task és no longer to break o

of isolation and explain the nature of the SWP, but to advance the idea of comstructins-
the American scction of the Fourth International. We must explain that, although thz modt
revolutionary party since Lenin's has degeneratcd, the leg in consciousnecs of /mericen
vorkers is not such that a revolutionary orgenization canrot begin to regroup vanguard
elements around the FI's program, The majori:y of. Trotskyict cadre have no vain heopes about
the revolutfonrry potential of the SWP. Ve invst chow tl.cm however thot it 1Is pors ble at
this time to build a rral nucleus of a cectisn of the FI in the US. This connot be do.-
solely through vords; it must also talte up vevolutionary activity In . de2ds.

.2.) A second factor.has been the fundamental teed for eny id~2 to exist to h?v;
hunan repositories -- czdre..The SW2 w2c the mott likely nlace we cculd rsserble a cadre,
since it had & rzvoluticaary history and reméined inzide the FI, While thers m~y be a.bra~.
nch or lo=al which hes new recruits vwhe arz open to our program, th2 bulk ¢£ 37P members
are incapavle of assimilating a Marxist program. A tactical penetmationist position was
correct so lonz as there were more cadre to be recruitecd inside .the SW?-and the class was’
still relativaly quiescent. 3.) Az long as the vorhng cless respense to canitalist poli-.
cies was ouly snoradic (Postal Worl:ews, Teachers, IL¥J;, ond its rzdicalization was on-a.
molew:lar level, it was correct to apply a secordary tactic to the fullest, Put this is no
longer the case. While we do not yat sce generalized national strugglea of the class, there.
is groving difsatisfaction (Auto, ¢ruckers) on 211 levels of the class. Thara now exists
whole layeus (Miners, Bay Area)’ which are developing embrycnic class consciourners. Thn:
discontent in the working class is highly volatile and c¢ould break out. into opea’ strugsle
from any secticn of the class. It is this fact that now becomas determinant for our pers-
pectives. : : ‘ - ‘ : -

IIT. The Cricis Is Now !

The U.S., along with world capitalist =conomy is entering another rececsioa vhich
will prove to be harsher and longer in durztion than that of 1970-72, The capitalist class
is devising ¢lverse methods to extrect greater surplus value (speed-up, combinntion of
jobs, dcunionization of jobs). The most extensive erperim:nt has been the wage fracse. This
policy was mismanaged as every other by Nixon, so even ex2cutives wanted controls lifted.
But more of a reason was the f22r of confromting workeres ss a class,. if controls were con-
tinued. The employing class, realizing the present incffectiveness of the government cppa-
ratus, fincs it difficult for the moment to apply a political solution; so it mwst resdrt
to slugging it out an an industry by industry basis. A growing number of industries are
founding mutual aid pacts to offset the losses if one cowpany is.s&truck (auto, airlines,
rail). Or there is the indirect attack on the workers and middle class, the consumers, py
the treation of ‘'shortages (energv crisis).

A few economic statistics revaal the situation we now face. Foremost is thec rate of
inflation which now exceeds 15% a year, The average wage gains of 5% are obvioucly not ade~
quate to maintain the working class standard of livinpz. Almost four millioh workers are
covered by escalator clauses. None of the-escalator clauses cover the rate of inflation,
however the existence of this: sactor is a positive force in showing the way to not' simply
something that 1s necessary, but. a rmeacure that is achievzble, Other economic indicators
point to 1iving conditions worsening in the months ah:2d. The real GNP for thn first
nuarter’ of this year declined at an annual rate of 5.8%. Iven if productiod vero to
bick up,- there will not be-a general recovery with the prime rate at 10.5%, and rxsxng.
Unemployment is nationally at 5.2%4 but expected to rise a couple of percentage points.

A further breckdown of unemployment figures ghow that young workers, those with the

1east to lose, have an employment figure of 7.7% (20--24 years) and for veterans of the
same age a 9.9% rate, It is continually difficult to maintain a favorable balance of
payments #s U,S. imperialism maintains its role as world cop. ' The workers know ‘that

now is the time to fight before matters get worse, but sre lacking the leadership to
unify the class. The labor burezucracy has been unable to answer the fundamental question
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4hat can be done? With more rhetoric than f£ight the burecuicrats have openly carried oyt
& ruling class program (pay torad), defused struggles (auto), or out and out sold dowm
,heir members (steel). This year will see cov~rnct° covering 5.2 nillion vorkers fron
miners to garment workers come un ior renewal. While we are not now in the positicn to
alter the course of class struggle, we zre capable to begin propaganda within the workers
novement and to establiza a few recruits and contccts; - a f£irc: step on a long hnul.

IV, Tha ilext Radicalization

Certain attitudes of the class are undergoing changes, although they lag far behind
the. econonic and rocial reality. How the clnss rezpends 'to a situatien depands on corcrete
circunctances such £5 vwhether it has exnarienced a scrics of viciories or defeats, its unity
leadership, vhether it oxganizations are intact and c5ove
al}l its conscioucress. Ve azc not nrepared today to raise the level of concciovsness of
majscs of workers and to lead them, However, we nwst prepzsre to nenetrate the class or-
ganizations end lay the initizal ground work for winaing = base in the vorking clacs. Fcr a
uarxist orgernization, its nrimary orientation nwust be to its own class. It rust mot only
have a proletarisn orientation, but must also be proletarfan in cowposition. At certain
conjunctures it mzy be necensary to place secondary tactical orientations to the fare as
with the SW2's turn to the canpuses in the early 1953's. BDut this must be resultant of

ckdeptional eircunstznc2? ec ¢ prolonged period unera the class is nolitically inactive,
bur peripheral lzyers ars szakening and it is recessary to change one's tactic or have orz!
sails go limp f£rom lack of vaq: . The liarxist organization must inject socialist consciou
negs from the cutside, at the seme time it nust exict in and exparience all the problems-of
thq clnass. Whoevar today wishes to continue the secondary tastir of woxk in the 52 must
prove that we ean not do fruitful voxl in the cless and that the cadre of the SWP zre
noying or even capable of moving torards revolutionary iarxisn,

¢ Zverything indiczates that the mext radicalization will not be prn ceeded by petity-
bourneois layerr Hut. from:the beginning wiil be 2 radiealization of the class. liost likely
it 'is on this basis that the student mcvenent will be revived. We must begin now to prepare,
This is vhy it is doubly important tomalke our cadre awcre of the tasks ahead, Our orientz-
tion nust be to the prolctariat and the most cppressed layers of the class and take into
consideration the exictence of a rmall layer of revolutionary youth, many of whon m2y ba
won to the banner of Trotskyism. ‘RBut this radical layer must be subordinate to implaenting
cadre into industriil jobs and recruiting militant worlers. Some courades may object thag
to .subordinate work among this radical layer is wrong end runs counter to the concept ‘of
the Ilev iizss Vanguard., I think thiis is a misunderstanding of that concept,

The 1MV exists as a current of rcwolutilonrry joung workers and student3 in many
duropesn countries. This fact coupled with their wiilingness to struggle outside the
-rauevork provided by the tiraditional lsaderchips give this vanguard its immortance. Ve
do‘not intend to build the Party directly on this wanguard, but attempt to educate and
diyect it to become a political force to alter .the relationship of the ifar: left to the
reformist ucrkens leadership .and to change the relationship of forces between the militcnts ©
and the bureauvcrecies in the ‘unionr &nd mass political parties. Is there anyone who will
say that the few theusands of rndicals, can play the ceme role? It would be a fantasy. |
The radical leyer in:t2~UUJ.S. can provide come experienced cadre who will be greatly needed.
He'nust tcke not that revolutionaries will be attracted to that group which shows:{tself
ab!e to do serious work in the class. WYhere we can achieve unity in action (strike support,
anti-imperialist solidarity) we cen show militent vorkers thet we are not only talkers,
but also dcers. There is no e<caping the Zact that o revolutionary 2arty will be buile
principally through intervenins into the clecs struggle end buildins our canmpaigns (inter-
national issues, elections, defense) in the class. If it is scen that the mass radicalizatio
of the class will preceed the students and lower middle class, than our efforts clearly must
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be concenirated on the mass organizations of the class (the unions in the U.S.), The §.
vill not reflect this radicalization® in the way that justified the French turn., It is
dangerously wrrong to bas2 such a1 orientation on-en elien class orgenizationm. -

V.b Is the Cuestion of Spnlit Pos2d? 72ll, Let's Pose it.

It {5 far short of precision to erely clain th2 SYP non-iierxist and nevar able to assiwu-
late a revolutionary socialist program, Some Conrades rray not wish to discuss the nature

of the S'P, orefering to wait for an answar to descend on us fron heaven or by snacial
courizr frow the Pope. We nust b2 exact in terminolozy to dra exact conclusions. The SWP'g
liguidation o tha %anguard zola2 of the nroletariat in favor oi their socboralist anproach
anZ its ralianca or a denocratic prosran in the colonial aad advanced cenitalist countiies
warrant to narlk its deiise into e right riddling orpganization. They arz now taling all
their accu-ulated mistal25 and anplyinz then in Zebrile intervantions into class ections
(Sent., 3, CLUY) and as we exnected taileading the lower and middle eschelon bureaucrats.
Jhat hanhens vhen a Zevolutionary winz arises in such an organization? One lesson is that
their mutual existzunce in the sace structurcs is of a relatively short time, with that
pariod beins of shorter dumation vhen the organization has not achieved a mass base. Ve
aust prepara now for this certainty. The evolution of the class struggle nationally and
internationally, the changed relations in the FI, and our ovn growth numerically and politic
ally (we are still vweak), all warrant the orenaration for a sovereign body in the next

3~5 ronths., How can we prepare for this transformation? I don't th*nk one. person can
substitute himself Zor the ‘$C€, but I will noint out a few practical steps, sone of which

we are doing, but have ho meaning 1f they are not in prenaration for the bulk of ouz-
Conrades to be.openly acting for the FI in the next few months,

First, our sales oI FI press should b2 regularized and systematized, . At every politica

event we attend there should be sales of Red Weelkly, 01d ilole, and the Internatioaal.

Beyond this, technical preparations for a press reflecting the method of the FI in ‘the USA
nust be iwade, correspondents assisned and a printer found. The interventons into the
Edelstan tour has indicated a broader receptivity to the FI ourside the SY2 than inside.
Je must step up our indepandent interventions carrying out the campaigns of the FI on
Vietnan, Chile, etc. Ye will prepare for a transformation without complete isolation in
this way, Comrades lool:ing for jobs should first consider the national priorities of auto
and steel or vhere ‘we have a local concz2atration on basic industry, ‘There we co have a-
few conrades in an industry or union we should co-ordinate contact work as a.cell. If
we were to really:tarry out thz line of the Tenth YJorld Congzress through reprinted articles
original leaflets, the SWP leadershin before the ranis of the International 7=~ V... un-
willing and unable to integrate itself into the International would be exposed
At the sane time it would orepare us as an orgzanization that implements the FI's rethod
and line in the USA. Even the Comrades of the third tendency will understand that the
SYP 1s an alien:'body inside the FI and a truz section must be built, Comnrehending this
Zact cannot come strictly through devatezs, but by a conflict of lines in practice. The
last thing the STP wants is for the niogram of the FI to be expressed nudblicly ia the U,S.
Uere we to pose the question of international democ;atic centralisrm in a sharn way,
and in such a nanner that the International will understand, we will ease the transition
to bein3'a revolutionary organization that implements the line of the FI as well as cla-
rify for the international comrades the necessity to assist us in this work, There are
nov hore contacts bf the FI outside thz SYP than inside., If we are to prolong our
entry in the SWP for too long (a year), thase contacts and some cadre will probably be
lost., ' '
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Vi, .zosnacis

a2 class girusala ia tn= 393104 €221 911l Slow Hriaarily throuag: zha unions

{ox cragtz n~y w'10h3) “Ta nust Da abla to 1inh: wo with ¢ha ristng tils of 1illlant
girugzlas an’ pranapaniize our transitional Janauls, auplain tha n2ed fox acilon and
gtrilia co.ritinas, the 327 1 nature oI the la ;or bureaucracy, 2ducatz on the dengaz of
the integration of tha unions with tha capitalist state aaud thz neaning ol the joint -
do.pany-union proiuction coufiteas (ste 2l, fooi, fu zust?; ezz.). ‘e mus: 2lso ba

realdy to nos2 oursalves, eyen at this state of our :lavelopment, as a plz o attractioa
zo nilitant worars wao may invaai:;gata socialist organiza‘.ions. In this fiels ows main
adversary is the CPUS/., TFor the First time ia the hiatory of tha Trots!:yris cnd
Stalinfs jdo2¢ not oZfer e qualitativa gdvantage to tha C2, e naveva historic onnor=-
'.umi." to cnallenge tha CT in vwimniag i.l*e allacisnce ol young worliers su” Lo »revaut thaw

row gaining a simaificant base. It is noi enouzh to be correc;, on2 r:usi also hHe smert,

TLa ovsaaization that is saart eaough to Ziud a road to tha worlzzs will b2 the wass
E_r:_ctv o’ thz clasg, The next laportaat step for the IT is to alodt 2 »olicy of imust.-
rial conceatra-ioa end Zormulatz a nrosran for tha imerican Socialist Devolution., If
this is uade 2rtekey it becones ofvious that no consistent revolutiomary wor': ia the class
other opprassai layers of the ponulation, or aionz radical srouns can be rone without
¢ regular aal serious nationel newspaner that espouses tha progres of the FI,

I an 0% nroposing on Juae 1 wa all resinza frou tha S'L'.’/YS-.. I ‘o propose that
we carwy out the FI's lina. regardlass ol the ""!'I"s iniiscinline, it a Zeu .onths of
iuteus° =mork we coul nale “h° transi-ion., Th2 Y3. comrades should attemnt Zox another,
two moaths to wasa a hard canwaiga to win Yo/ '2rs to the true FI organization. I pos-
$ible, hal® & doven courades shouls fllustrazte the presence of the FI in the T2
"'ne...xe:: ve unlargo this transformation uow or two years f£rom now at the naxt Y.C. we
will szill be a small nropaganda groun. 2 have already surpassed tha stage of prini-
tive accuiulation, whic stratches fron ga...hetinn enouch cadre to insurz orogra.atic
goutiauity to the stage when there is enough peozraphic dispersion ani huma-x povex
to estedblish an oagoing national wnawspanar: and iatervene in various strugslas., e
ere now at tha level wherz vwe are nrimarily a propazanda group, but can have influence
ant givze leslarship in sone &f‘tions., This staze is the most difficult. Throush our
nronasaada anlthe activity of Conrades in certain »nolitical and vork situatious we nust
patizatly 2stablish vorl-.er contacts \a,.vl cells which groun swall numbers of worlers
around our progran., It represents the diificuli nerifod whare ve are elmost strictly e
pronagaada groun to that time when w2 are vizyad in the eves of the venzuarl worlers
s a tasted teadency which shoull b2 supported;: even at this stage we will b2 a »ro-
pazanda groun’ to the mase of workazs.

Pargnactives Document ig caught in ite owm syuthetic contradiction, It is
posal fu tha following two .quotn.,......ae ca's2 of this party are noliticelly iucapadle
% either valersteniing or pucting iato practice a revolutionary liane., (p. 1)) and
Our s:aln sirurgle is to win the ranks of the Yoo and narty to our line. (v.11)',

Tals is aizing, How Jdo we win neonlz vho are incaoable of either unlerstaalinz or
nutzing into nractica? This is suraly a mystary sealel with seven szals, The per-
snpectives advanced »y the. 2C.camnot stand on tha docwient aloune. Funmr justification
iz needel to propose staying in the C2 for an indeSinfite time an<d with the only
r22801 ...u2causs we wish to contiaua to att‘*-mt to: yii ove"'uenoar o the narty and
YoA to tua raaks of the International iinjority. (». 10) This is true, but it coes
not reguire being ia the SUP/YSH, Rveu whea the intentions are to Build the lmerican
Saction o7 the FI., Ranembar, to hell is pavad with zool intentions.
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A resolution for work in the unions would be excellent start in analysing the
labor movement and putting forth some basic tesks, It should state that our main
t.aslkk is to linlk up with and regroup those elements in the clacs being radicalized
for the first time--vhose —-mbers are several thousands., Does the PC propose to link
up and resroup these workers usinz clendestine leaflets wvh:a the SWP leadership'’s
bacl: is turned? Are we goi.z to bring thses workers into our ranks with plant sales
of the Red Veckly? Are we goinZz to educate militant workcrs by bringing them to
a SWP forunm?

For thereasons outlined inthis contribution I propoze thda: the Perspectives
Document bLe withdrswan and within one montin of the Conference a perspectives document
reflecting the realitics of the class ctruggle in the U,5., the stagnation of the
SUP and growth of the iT and majority of the FI, be circulated as a substitute,

It should incorporate the fundamontal thrust of this cootrit=+fcn, It must be complet
in that itoffers an initial progran for iatervention into the class struggle, :

April 25, 1974
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"...0UR MAIN STRUGGLE TS TO WTN THE RANKS OF THE YSA AND PARTY..- %
--Proposed Amendrments to Draft "Which Vay Forward " :
Tntroductlon nnd Explanation of Amendments

[By D. Ahmad Estreugal and Nora Rahdnik]

The perspectives document outlines two tasks to carry out in -
the immediate period. One task is to do contact work among individ-
urls or groups that are inclined toward the positions of the Fourth
Tnternational. Fven the SWP leadership would have difficulty find-
ing fault with such a perspective. After all, n major part of
party building is to reach out with our ideas--to try to recruit
people to Trotskyism. The SWP majority/LTF is limiting this arena
to people who tend to find better compatibility with LTF ideas+- '
libvernls, pacifiset types. left-moving reformists, etc. Anti-imperial-
ist youth are, to them, hopeless ultralefts. ITers, on the other
hand, must reach out to those. very people who are considered
"ltraleft" by the SWP--those interested in the resistance movement
in Chile, in the continuing war in Vietnam, etc. We must attempt
to recruit in our own political image, as the LTF attempts to
recruit in theirs. Within the framework of the political struggle
within the Fourth Tnternational, the question of "double recruiting"
* becomes absurd. There is no need to engage in such activity
v furtively or feel that we may be violating security. Many comrades
: of the IT have been invited over the years to give classes, par-
 ticipate iu discussion groups outside the party, help build
. united front actions, etc. We will continue to do these very same
things; and if the SWP leadership attempts to prevent us from doing
. contact work, they will be in direct violation of the agreements
¢ reached at the Tenth World Congress, and the issue can be fought
- out on that basis.

® The second task, of course, relates to our work with the ranks
- of the SWP. It is obvious that the LTF is pursuing both tasks

o within the FI: they are continuing to attempt to convince the

~ ranks of the International of the LTF positions (an almost hopeless

~ task, but they have the right to keep trying!), and the LTF is

" also attempting to recruit people to Trotskylsm on the LTF line
(Friends of IP in England, excur<ions to Puerto Rico, "contact

work" throughout Europe and the Near East). Essentially, we must

do the same thing. We must continue to attempt to win the ranks of

the SWP/YSA to the positions of the IMT, while we continue to

recrult fresh cadre to the positions of the IMT. We must, of course,
oppose a split course by the SWP and make it clear that we will

not perpetrate a split in the SWP but neither will we lie down,

play dead, and cease to attempt to win people to the ideas of the IMT.

liInfortunately, the perspectives document, in its second half,

"Our Tendency and Its Tasks," distorts the nature of the second
task--work within the party. It does so in the following ways:
Although it is absolutely true that we must avoid a split in
every way possible, it is necessary to make it ciear to the comrades
in the IT and in the whole International that the likelihood of
a eplit is very great. In other words, because of the very nature

of the LTF and its goals, a split becomes inevitable. Those who

see our continued efforts to win the SWP/YSA ranks to our ideas
as our main task generally hold the position that a split is not
inevitable. They reach that (continued on next page)
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conclusion because of faulty analysis of the nature of the degen-
eration of the SWP leadership, a faulty analysis of the political
character of the party's ranks, and no analysis of the real nature
of the LTF. The perspectives document gives great:w2ight to our
vork inside the party and insufficiently characterize: the nature
of the SWP/LTF and its ranks. The first part of our amendment

is an attempt to add at least a bheginning analysis of this question
to the document.

Tf a split is & highly likely variant, and if the ranks of
the SWP majority are as the document states, "..politically in-
capable of either understanding or putting into practice a rev-
olutionary line..." then we must define our role inside of the
party in lisht of this discouraging fact.

If a split is & highly likely varignt, then it must be obvious
that the greatest ufight must be given to our contact work with
fresh forces outside the SvP.

Here, in oontradiction to its own estimate of the party ranks,
the documeat tells us (pace 12, parugraph 1)+ "This means regular
participation in the activi 1es and meeting of the YSA. It means
putting forward the line of the Internationa. in the day to day
work of the YSA ... We must spend time discussing politics with
the comrades of the YA, doing elementary contact work. Not to
do this i~ to fail to reach the ranks. Our contact work should
gear in on political discussion,not organizational horror stories=--
fhey are not political and not very interesting...."

And 1n the next paragraph: "Too often in the past, the
tendency has been soiled by unserious and flippant forays into
the social events of che party. Today, the stakes are too high
for such fodlisnnzsss. All sectarian practices toward the cadre
of the party 2nd YSA must become a thing of the past.”

Mcw one couid argue that the reference is to the YSA, and
that the characterization of the SWP majority ranks is less .ap-
plicable to YSA meinbers because of their newness: they are not
vet totally deail rarty “1t ‘iots. Ye’ under the heading "The
Socialist Workers Party (pege 123, we are told that "the tendency
locals should coordinate their work so that the tendency has a
presence not #nly in meetings «f the party branches but in the
work of the branches...the orientation that we have cannot be main-
tained for five wminutec, neer mind any longer period if our com-
rades do not maintain a precence in the life of the branches.

We are not an oratorical society only interested in coming around
t.0 make speeches. 1If wc are able to win party members and YSAers
to our banners, then we must confront them in a serious manncr...
We just want the tendency locals to work out as part of their over-
all work a continued and well rounded participation in the activ-
ities of the branches."

We remember the report of the Nominating Commission at the
end of the 1973 SWP Convention. Ve were told, in effect, that
we were all useless. Tnat we had contributed nothing--almost ever--
as party buiiders, given no money, no time, not recruited a living
soul, etc., worthless garbage, in other words. We hope that this
estimate has not colonred the <celf-image of the IT Political Com-
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mittee. The above references make it appear as though we never
went through the excruciating chores involved in trying to work
within the party. Haven't most.of us made heroic efforts to dis-
cuss politics with SWP/LTFers, only to find that they suddenly
suffered from acute bladder problems or remembered a sudden en-
gagement”® Haven't most of us party-built, sold militants, re-
cruited, spoken for the party, almost up until the eve of last
spring's preconventicn discussion? Didn't we attend social events
of the party andpolitely sit through the most tortuous political
rhetoric? Didn't we take long hours out to discuss at great length
with anyone wno would even smile our way” Didn't we hop around
from branch to branch, without a nickel from the party, attempting
to present the line of the TMT to whistling, stomping, giggling
party patriots® Didn't we conduct two tours of our European com-
rades, accompanying them, assisting them in any way we could,
zeroing in on anvone who looked slightly puvzled’

Now we are told that in an even more factional atmosphere,
in a party on a split course, after we mmve won almost everyone
with an ounce of gutu, we must do it again. Andto add insult to
injury, we mustn't be "soiled by unserious and flippant forays(l\"
AND THIS IS JUR MAIN TASKI! A perfect exercise in masochism and
ﬂemora‘izatlon., .

We must also tace the fact that the party 5 work is for the
most part mindless activiam. Should IT comrades sell Militants
endlessly, fight for assignments to USLA (as the. document suggests)
to find that they must limit themselves to collecting signatures
of endorcer; for freedom fo:r political prisoners; take Farmworkers
assignments to be allowed to spray picket lines with the SWP's
empty line and help cover up for the SWP's sellout of that struggle
at the CLUW canference; fight for trade union fracticns and get -
told to sit down because we are out of order? Cook exotic dishes
for apolitical banquets? Do PRDF endorser work? What is a well-
rounded participation in the branches, anyway?

Pages 13 to the end instruct us in this work, but the real
problems of attempting to carry out our linz are not put forth.
Our amendment attempts to outiine some specific tasks that can
be carried out within the framework of our avoidance of a split
and~our efforts to .win people to the politics of the Fourth Inter-
national. It nay be noted that phrases such as "we can possibly
win many of them (SWPers)" have been eliminated and a more real-
istic appreciation of possibilities is outlined. It is clear
that special tactics must be used in.order to carry out Chile
solidarity or Vietnam solidarity work.. Th= SWP branches are
doing nothmcr of that kind. Therefore we will not be partiC1pa—
ting in the day to day work" or "well rounded participation.

We will instead be gadflys, doing our own thing and trying to get
a2 few brave LTF soul3 to join with us! Our work in the branches
will be rhetorical--rhetorical because the SWP will unanimously
vote down our proposals. Our activity will be by necessity the
activity of the T¥ourth International--frowned upon or prohibited
bv the SWP/YSA/LTF. By no stretch of the imagination can this be
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called "participation in the day to day work of the branches.
Tnstead we must do the day to day work of tha Fourun International,
in and out of the party.

Two further clarifying points are in order here. First, we
nave made only one amcndment to the first part of the perspectives
document, main.y becausz we agree with its general thrust, and
also bccause ve were aqsu“ed by comrade Vincent that certuLn of

‘ the auestionable slogans outlined on page 6 would be changed.
? ‘lowever, the paragroph we changed nesds some expiaination.

| The coriginal parvagraph, on pages 6 and 7 (PaLt I, Section
6, parasraph 1) states that "The radiculization...{of the 60's)
.will continue tc have profound meaning in detormlnlnp the
couggg of the struaglr oL the worklng c1auu."" th¢e fFe overail
acainst those who Iail to make tha connpction between the rad-
icalization of the 60's and the coming working class radicaliza-
tion, we think that the .i<n%amn>s in qrestion is open to misin-
terpretation along sectoraliist lines and is in fact misleading
about the activzi ccurse of the coming working class radicalization,
Therefore, w2 cubmit the foliowing paragraph in place of the
one mentioned:

"History is & set of interzonnncted and interrelated events.
The decade of radicalization that included the civil rights
struggle,. the Cuban revoliution, the Vietnam war, the struggles of
the studants, *the. ghetto unrisings of the Blacks, the emergance
of the struggiszs of the Chlcano and Puerto Rican macses, the'
G.I. movement and the worern's liberation movement, determined the
course of that radiceliza‘ion and cannot be divorced from the coming
radicalizaction of ths working class. It is only the nearrow
economists of today aud the opportunists of yesterday that fail
to maize the connection between these avents. Yet it is equally
'ncorxect to holid that the course of the struggles of the working
ciass will be determined by the course of the redicalization
orf the 60'*. ine bnginninpo of the molecuiar radicalization of
the working class takecs piace in its essence acsound economic
issues, and from the outset assumecs a different character than
the ideological revolts which ciiaracterized the struggles of
the 1960's (the exception being the ghetto revolts). All of the
strugmlee that took piace in the period of the quiescence of the
proletariat as a class wiil now be comobined as part of the
struggles *o be sclved by that class

Second, the final sections of the document, on trade union
work and Black and Chicanc work, are wholly inadequate. It
would have been pr=ferable to not ha%e written anything in the
general resolution rather than what was written. Ve are striking
these out from the amended Part II rather than expanding on
them or changing them, in recognition ofthe fact that separate
documents are being submitted on these very important questions.
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"inally, we should explain -the format of our contribution.
It is our feeling that too often when amendments are involved,
comrades have great difficulty in setting down and comparing
originals and amendments. We feel that it is much better to
have the entire second section, rewritten in its amended form,
be placed in the bulletins. That'is the procedure which we
have followed in preparing the amendments. We feel that it
will be readily apparent what the differences are between the
original and the amended version. "owever, if it is not, a
quick glance at the original will suffice. -

May Day, 1974

submitted by D.Ahmad Estreugal
Nora Rahdnik
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II of Hank Williams' document, "Which Way Forward? the characterizations of ‘the Socialist Workers Party con-
Draft Political Perspectives Resolution" as amended by tained in these amendments were adopted later as "the
Estreugal-Rahdnik. The IT Newsletter dated 6/6/74 re- beginnings of a discussion within the IMT."]

|
% [Attached to the Estreugal-Rahdnik document was Part ported that these amendments were defeated. However,
\

| PART TI- OUR TENDENCY AlD TTS ASKS

/ Our tendency has develcped fron the cadres first assembled
around the Proletarian O)lentat*on, and from a greater number
who were drawn to th= positicns and actions of the,Internation~
al Majority. The essential. position of the P.0. tendency was
to prepare the party by sending conmrades into tha working
class, and to focus its anti-war, Black nationaliist, and femin-
ist cempaigns on the working ciass component of those sectors.
The party,had it heedecd the advice of the P.0., whould have
been in far better shape to ccpe +ith the emergent radicaliza-
tion of the workers, but methodciogically, the-P;0. was not on
a higher level than the party leadership. It was. thes political
positions of the International that were able to put the proletar-
ian orientation into its proper perspectivz and context. Our
differences today are much morz profound than they wers at the.
time of the Protetarian Orientation tendencv

Over 2 year ago, we eme“ged thh the formation of the
Internationalist Tendency. This was preceded by two years of
struggic, during which the Tormation of the Iri eftutlan firientation
Tendency wat a high point. The PQ .then splif with sows. of its
main leaders going iito the anti-Pableite Class Struggle League,
and others going Howari the Sparticist league. To the extent
that we couid have a debate with themy we differed on their
characterization of the anti-w var movement as a-popular front,
and on their cnaracterication of the Fourth International. We
have been abie t< win over some 150 people of various political
levels during the cuursze of the two SWF and the YSA pre~eonven—s
tion discuscions taking place in 1973.

e

At preseat we rezresent atoub 150 of the 2000 combined
membership of the SWP ancd YSA. This is a -rather sms .l percentage
of the movemsnt, and the vreasons for our small size are
neither simplie nor encouragingy, QCur size cannot be cxpiained -
simply in terms of tacvical blunders by the IT, for in the
fundament2l objective end pclitical tasikk of linking up and
integrating ourselves into the International Majerity, we have
been eminently successful. Nor is it corrzect tu-fault the
leadership of the tendency for what in essence are objective
causes for our =2nforccd isolation fiom both the ranks  of the .
SWP and the energing vanguard in the U,S. The enormously. diffi-
cult task of building a politicel leacerchip despite the leaders
zd apparatus of thz SWP has bcen jo)i oceeding baq1cally along
correct lines. , ; .

QJ

The answer., then, must be sought elsewhere, nameX " in
the nature and ccmposition of the SWP-LTF: It is politically -
unserious to discuss concrete projections for the IT without::.
first at least drawing the outlines of our»analysis of the SWP..

There is a direct re*ateonshlp between hOH we characterlze
the SWP and where we center our interventions for the next
period. An analysis of =het the SWP-LTF represents both politi-
cally and organizationally is not only desirable; it is essential.
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The Nature of the SWP-LTF

The point of departure for any analysis of the SWP and
the tendency's relationship to it must be the relationship
of the SWP-LTF to the Fourth International. The political
differences between the Tnternational Majority and the LTF are
widening, not narrowing. A split in the International looms
as:dn ‘ever more likely vrobability. For years the dynamic of
the political and organizational evolution of the component
parts of the LTF has been toward a split. A brief review of
some of these past and present practices will help establish
that the course of the LTF is a split one, and will aid in
understanding the international context of the discussion on
perspectives, B ‘

For years the SWP has aided and engineered splits in the
sections and sympathizing organizations of the International.
Argentina is perhaps the most notable example, but the SWP
has also done its work in Spain, Mexico, Brazil and Peru, to
name a few. The Pathfinder International has become a major
phenomenon, and it is being extended. :

The political basis of the various LTF groups is question-
able, except on éne point: absolute hostility to the Internation-
el Majarity> Ong of the LTF's member sections, the Liga
~Communista of Spain, stated that the LCR-ETA(6) had broken with
the fundamental principlés-of revolutionary Marxism; the PST
claims that guerilla groups are agents of the class enemy, that
the Rouge comrades were agents of French imperialism, and that
the POR in Bolivia had betrayed the revolution in 13971, and
these .are the least of the PST's political errors. The SWP
publicly defends such positions of the LC, while internally
differentiating itself from the more grotesque positions of
the PST. But the SWP has its own contributions to make, aside
from the practice of the SWP in the U.S., which we are all
too familiar with. Barnes indicated at the World Congress
that there can be no revolutionary situation without the prior
existence of a mass Trotskyist rarty; that the Chinese revolu-
tion was a detour in the class struggle. Comrade Hansen stated
that the adoption of the Resolution on Armed Struggle represent-
ed a programmatic break with Trotskyism on the part of the IMT,
The PRT(U) is, as far as we know, still in the Frente Amplio;
the Rritish Tendency at the World Congress advocated that the
IM% should be mobilizing the students on the basis of the
red university during the recent miners' strike there. Organ-
izational unity within the FI cannot proceed indefinitely
while differences of such magnitude still prevail. There is
a certain dynamic to this aspect alone, but there is more.

In the face of a world political situation which increas-
ingly calls for the construction of a genuine deriocratic-
centralist International, the SWP increasingly pulls back
from its responsibilities in this regard. They refuse to take
responsibility for an International which allegedly supports
terrorism, which has broken programmatically with Trotskyism,
etc., as was Kkeenly revealed in the nominations for the United
Secretariat (John Benson and other "notetakers'"). They have also
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suddenly found an interest in "educating" the membership on
the 1953 split through thec publiication of bulletins <n the
development of the fight with the IS and the Cochranites.

Tt is false to analyze the SWP's relationship to the
T without discussing the pressurzs applied by the other compon-
ents of the LTF. Aside from tre SWP and its shadow, the LSA,
the LTF also contains the Moreno current. Thi. fact has the
following consequences for the SWP leadership- Cn the onz hand,
as the LTF's largest group, the PST puts meat on the bones of
the LTF body count in the International. The imrortance of
this to the Rarnes leadership should not be undercstimated.
Moreno &and his foliowers make up twc~-thirds of the LTF. Yet,
on the other hand, the PST cares nothing about staying in the
International. Identification with the FI can onliy be a liabil-
ity for Moreno. He is quitz content to go about the task of
building a Latin Americaan Secretaziat of Orthodox Trotskyism,
and he can éo it better without having to contend with the IMT,
This, oi course, upsets the SWP's plans and timing, for the
length of its stay in the International is primarily determined
by the prospects it sces fer building a 'leuinluSt—Trotskyis‘"
bacse in Furors. Tac dzgree of affinity betwoen the Kompass
and Barnes shown.at the December SW? convention was nothing
compared to the frigndship consumamated at the Congress and since.,
For the LTF, Kompass rcpresents the fixst very r2al possibility
for a breakthrough in FuroPe, and Barnes deces not want to
endanger this "love affair" vy acting rashly. Moreno, on the
other hand, could nct care-.lexs about winning & base in Europe,
and has on occasion showa .impatient impulses to be out of the
International now. But the SWP caunot ovnenl: confront the PST
because of its numerical strength and the closencsss of political
line and practice between thez two organizatiovns, What this means
practically is that in a short timz the SWP leadership will
have to choose between Moreno and the rourth International.
It should not be necesrcary tc mention wiich one it will choose.

It should be clear that the SWP is on a split course
from the International-~although the timing is still an open
gquestion. What will happen to the IT when the SWP decides to
split from the International is quite obvious, regardless of
how much our loyalty is prcc"ained Yet thera are cother things
that must be said about the SWP in order to determine our rc-
lationship to it.

It is exhausting and unnecessary to repeat the methodo-
logical criticisms made of tha SWE s theoretical foundations
by the IT Political Resolution for the SWP convention. The
purpose here is not to repeat the generally accerted contents
of that document but to cover some ground which it did not.

It is wrong to see the SWP today as a static organism.
It is the product of an evolution, and is still in the process
of transformation. The roots of the present crisis of the SWP
can be recognized in certain of its Cannonist traditions. It
is necessary to understand these 'past errors to demonstrate
that the PBRarnes leadership's grotezque mu»a*ions are not as
1nnovat1ve as one might imagine.
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In brief, it must be acknowledged that although there
are some very positive features of the Camnon tradition, such
as an unshakable optimism about the revolutionary potential
of the American working class, and although some valuable cadres
were educated in the struggles of the ‘thirties, Cannonism also
contained in it some equally negative features. The most not-
able of these is an overemphasis on the administrative side
of politics and the apparatus side of the party. This tended
in practice to benefit the organizational aspect of party
building at the expense of the development of program and its
practical testing in real life interventions. In its turn,this
led to political and crganizational sectarianism in union work,
an intense Stalinophobia. and a dogmatic approach to theory. It
is absolutely undeniahle that the traditions of the SWP are.
revolutionary in their essence; yet it is also undeniable that
serious weaknesses of these traditions are apvarent.

With the Barnes-dominated leadership came a certain
amplification and distortion of these erroneous political prac-
tices of the SWP, producing a qualitatively different organism
from that which had previously existed. It is almost as if the
Barnes leadership (with the tacit approval of Dobbs, Kerry,
et. al.) had made a caricature of all the negative aspects
of the Caniton traditionm.

If in the past the administrative aspect of building
the party was stressed at the expense of the poliitical aspect,
today the latter has ali but vanisheédé in the construction of
the SWP. Not only is an ecuation made between the building
of the apparatus and the building of the party, but quantitative
organizational recruitment by z2ny means conceivablie is seen
as the be all and end ail of the construction of the organiza-
tion. The specific historic role of the party, that of inject-
ing revolutionary class-consciousness into the working class,
has been abondoned for an openly spcntaneist conception of
how the working class gains revoiutionary consciousness. This pro-
duces the foilowing deviation: The SWP theorizes that revolu-
tionary class consciousness can be generated by non-proletarian
elements through their own experiences, producing the requisite
anti-caritalist conscicusness -~ without the specific political
intervention of the party. This Is especialily evident in the
recent theoretical efforts of the SWP on China and Vietnam,
and to a lesser extent in the Novak -- Abramavici exchange. Since
an independent political roie no lonser exists for the party,
it therefore assumes the administrative responsibilities for
any and all movements as its sole intervention. Thus the spec-
ific role of the party, as understood in a Leninist sense,
is obviated. 1In lieu of that role comes organizational sectarian-
ism promoted by the administrative adventures of "»uilding the
party." Selling the press thus -becomes the line of intervention
for every activity when there is no ongoing structure which
can be -taken over organizationally.

The result of these theoretical deviations, when considered
as the foundation of the overail practice of the SWP, and
seen in relation to the less subtle secondary aspects of crass
opportunism and adaptationism, combine to define the SWP as
a sect.
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Currently withouc any "mass movements" to control admin-
istratively and liquidate politically, the SWP has turned in-
ward toward the most elemental forms.of sectarianism on both
an organizationaly and politicai levecl, as well as &n abstention-
ist policy regarding ongoing struggsles. Fpisodically, some
formation arises which is compietely dominated by the trade
union bureaucracy, without even a seinblance of democratic self-
orgarization, to which the SWP "ori=nts" and intervenes along
the pattern outlined above, offering to do any and all admini-
strative work which the iradership of these formations might
request, combined with an incapacity and unwillingness to offer
a concrete political orientation for advanced militants who
come around such formations. The experience of the September 8
Coalition and the CLUW conference offer an excellent confirma-
tion of this contradictory approach of the SWP,.

In view of all this we can make some concrete predictions
of how the SWP will relate to the coming radicalization of _
the working class. This is perhaps the most important practical
aspect of making an analysis and projection for the IT. It must
therefora . be a central focus of the discussion of perspectives.

Within the ¥I thare are divergent views of the course
of the coming radic&iizotion in the United States. The SWP
holds that the coming radicalization is merely a continuation
of the radicalization of the 1960's, interrupted by a lull,
which will be charsctzerized by the same sectoral fragmentation
and pluralism. Conversely, the IMT Political Resolution of the
Tenth World Congress analyzes the coming racicalization as
being chiefly characteriz2d by the primacy of the battle between
labor and cepital, with tue peripheral layers being drawn into
the primary struggle, ané politically defining themselves in
reiationship to that struggiz. Thus, purely on the political .
level, the fact that the 3WP meéintains snd consciously orients
its members toward the concept of the revolution culminating
in the combined struggie of sectors, tuats it in a politically
disadvantageous pozition in terms of preparation for or com-
prehension of the unfolding of tnhe coming radicalization of .
the working massrs. This is seein in the inability of the SWP
to even empirically direct its membership to the unions, al-
though it has hailad the CLUW conference as "wonderful" and
the Coalition of Jobs and Economic Justice in Chicago as proof
positive .of the sectorai nature of the continuing radicaliza-
tion, this time including the working class sector. This in
and of itself raises serious questions as to whether the workers
radicalization will "pass through" the SWP, but it is not by
itself decisive.

Tie absence of social-democratic tradition and
organization of the working class, or of a history of labor
reformism in the United Statcs., eliminates the coordinate on
the right which the SWP could define itself to the lc¢ft of
politically, and which could conceivably arrest a qualitative
rightward political development. This problem does not seri usly
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pose itself today, because the pressures which accompany an
intensive working class upsurge do not now exist. Yet despite
this, the political line of the SWP has been on’ an uninter-
rupted rightward course. An increase in the repression of

the SWP bv the bourgeoisie cannot but mitigate against the re-
ceneration of the SWP's politics, because it will even more
desperately seek legitimacy. The example of the PST provides
2 portend of what to expect from the SWP

We must also deal with the character and composition
of the leadership of the SWP. For over ten years, there has
been no serious division in the central leadership of the party.
This is not to say that leadership differences determine- the-
revolutionary character of an organization. Yet throughout
the entire period of the intervention of the SWP into the youth
radicalization, not one centiral leader raised any serious crit-
icisms! The closest thing to a dispute came over the question
of intervention into the gay liberation movement, which was
actually more of a product of the backwardness of some of -the
older members of the National Committee than it was an under-
standing of the relative political importance of this area
of intervention. Moreover, there has been a continuous exit -
of- m1ddle-aged leaders out of the leadership and Barnes lieut-
enants in the other door, transformlng the National: Committee
into a monolithic spcial club. ’Homogenous leadership" has -
become a farcical %euphemism for a handraising chorus of POI-
itical eunuchs. This has resulted in a redefinition of "lead-
ership" and a false representation of the traditions of the
movement to a young, politically unsophisticated rank and file.
Political differences have . .comc to:equal disloyalty to the
party; loyalty to the party completely supplants the Trotskyist
tradition of loyalty to program, etc, ad nauseam. -We realize
that the inability to win over the-leadership of the SWP is
not tantamount to seeing the party completely unable to relate
to the radicalization of the working' class. -Unfortunately,
unbridled faith in the correctness of the Barnes leadership ‘
and the fear of losing a serious struggle, hag eliminated vir--
tually all possibilities of opposition springing up within -
the secondary leadership of the party. Coupl~d with the way servility
inculcated into the ranks of the party, we have raised some’
serious questions as to the ability of the SWP to regenerate
itself.

Many comrades place theilr hopes on the perspective
that the SWP will be regenerated as a revolutionary organization
through the formation of a serious rank and file opposition.
Those who hold this hope can come to the conclusion that the
tendency can do little but continue to work among the SWP
ranks. Fow possible is this? The membership of the SWP came
for the most part from a nen-proletarian milieu, recruitea by
and large from the most conservative layers of the left student
milieu. They wére not educated in a traditional understanding
of the primary revolutionary role of the proletariat, but rather
were educated in the "traditions" of the student radicalization-
and Toward an American Socialist Revolution, a "tradition" based
on sectoraliism and the combined character of the coming Amer-
ican revolution. The membership of the SWP was never educated
about the dangers of being isolated from the working class
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or of the political problems which can arise in a party with
predominantly petty-bourgeois composition. They were not en-
couraged to read the classical writings of the Marxist movement
or to be able to think for themselves on important political
issues, but were told that the leadership is always right and
encouraged to read TASR, Socialism on Trial, and Camejo's How
Lo make a ‘Revolution Joining the movement at the height'fF—
the sectoral fragmentation of .the radicalization, the ranks

of the SWP never saw nor were ever taught that a-Trotskyist
party has as its goal the leading of the working clasi to

the seizure of power. They instead were recruited fo the line
that being ttke best builders of the "mass movements,"” on the
level ofthe mass movements themselves, constituted the quin-
tessence of revolutionary practice. The Leninist norms of
orzanization were discarded in lieu of the more recent inno~
vations on questions such 25 internal differences, proletarian
internationalism, etc., and a religious understanding that
there are to use Yerry's words, "no higher bodies" than the
national party. ’ ,

In order for the ranks to oppose these departures from
Leninism, they must first know what Leninism is! The recog-~
nition of the contradiction between word and deed can be the
touchstone for a more general reassessment of the entire party
program, encompass;ng a re~examination of the more important
theoretical errors of the party; but since the ranks have no
initial insight into the words that contradict the deeds, this
process does not take place. The interest of the present
leadership of the SWP is served by not teaching the ranks the
fundamentals of Marxism and Leninism; by discouraging any in-
dependent thought by an individual because it detracts from
the homogeneity of the orﬁanization, by using social ostracism
as a barrier between thke minority and the majority of the party.
But the important thing to note here is that the mass move-
ment sectoralism and the traininé which was given (or not given)
in revolutionary politics prevents the overwhelming majority
of the membership of the SW rom ever developing interest in
finding out about the things which have been neglected by its

1eaderh31g

The only way possible to turn this situation around is
to push ourselves forward to offer to the ranks the education
and politicization they have been denied - Yet this perspective
is completely utopian. : ‘

For over two years the members of the IT have been
attempting topatiently explain the political errors to the SWP
rank and file; to engage the comrades of the SWP majority in
political debate and discussion; to challenge them to read and
evaluate for themselves the politics of the leadership. Our
gains have been less than 150 people out of 2000. Through the
combined efforts of the leadership in distorting and falsifying
our political positions, together with the forced isolation
of the IT in the party and the social stigma attached to as-
sociation with the tendency, the leadership has succeeded in
creating an atmosphere in the party in which the ranks rarely
listen to or even speak to us. Thus, barring a massive influx
of raw recruits in to the SWP, who are willing and allowed to
listen, the possibilities for immense growth of the IT within
the SWP are at best remote.
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Finally, coulid the SWP relate to a working class rad-
icalization--even if not on & leadership level, then perhaps
the possibilities exist for the ranks to generate an empirical
appreciation of <such a radicadlization. We have noted above
the incorrect position of the SWP as to the nature of the coming
radicalization, and their attendani inability to empirically
turn toward the class as of yet. The plain and simple fact
is that the party has no roots in the working class, has a
petty-bourgeois composition, and will only be able to react
to trhe radicalization of the working class, if it reacts at
all, in economist fthlon, not even equalling the PST.

The party has programmatically divorced,itself so
completely from theproletariat that there is little hope for
any such parspective of a regeneration. A non-proletarian’ .
compcsition would not be decisive if the program of the = =ne °n"
€7P had remained intact, which it hasn't. Even in the case
of a mass influx of workers into the SWP, which we see as an
unlikely event, thsat would not signal th: demise of the sectoral
dereneration of the program and life of the SWP--unless one
accepts a rather crude conception of being and consciousness.
The present party program plus 507 workers would still equal
a degenerate organization because these workers would have
been recruited to a degenerate line. A party is above all
defined by its prograri. Without a proletarian base trained
in the traditions of revolutlonary struggle on the basis of
A revoiutionary program. any hopes -of regeneratIon of the SWP
in the fane of a worksng class radicalization are 111usory

Our tendercv in the SWP is the nucleus of the future
section of the Fourth International ia tha United States. )
Ve have the duty to carry out the line set at the World Congress.
Tn this we arc aided bv the international press such as the
0ld Mole and the Tnternaticnal magazine. In addition, a new
Journax on the format ¢f the 1- will be out in three languages:

by the United Secretariat. ThlS, unlike the IP, will contain
the political line of the I “and the political ana1y81s of
the majority sections bfthe Int rnational. It will also have
articles cf prime interest on the situation in North America.
This magazine can be used not orly to intwoduce party members
to the FI, but also those outside ‘the International who are
looking for, or in need of political leadership. It can-also
be used for holding discussion around theparticular analysis
of different world events.




Te International's Broader Appeal

There is today a great resevoir of militants who belong
to no organization because they have no confid2nce in any of
them -- including the SWP -- and who-'can be reached with the
ideas and actions of the International. We have a duty to
reach them, to discuss with them, and to bring them to the Int-
ernational. At this stage, the left is in a period cf recomp-
osition or gestation. 1If we fail to reach-:these elements now,
they will be lost to us at the next stage, The SWP leadership
cannot reach them because of its mixture of opportunism and
sectarianism -- it immediately repels these layers because of
its poor politics and its organizational rigidity. Ve,
however, have the line of the International and the actions
of the majority of sections of the International which can be
a magnet to these layers. We must and have every right to
take that line to them and to discuss with them, and to win
them to the Internatlonal

. There are already groups whose existence we know of only
by accident, who are outside the International and outside
the SWP, but who are in gereral agreement with the International,
and we assume there will be others. Some of them contain former
members of the party or YSA who were eithcer demoralized or .
driven out of the party by the actions of the leadership.
They are in some cdses made up of individuals who attempted
to get into the party, and were not allowed to join. For
example, the books were closa2G on our recruits in Madison,
the party tnrned down comrades like Milt Z. in Los Angeles
because he is political, and they kept YSAers such as Larry
M. of Chicago dangling outside of the party, even though he
has been in the YSA for five years. There arc many cases like
this.

We also find that comrades who are presentiy with us
will falter, and go outside the party due=to the pressures
that the leadership exerts on the tendency. We must fight
this demoralization. There is absolutely nothing to prevent
comrades from worxing in a fraternal way with groups or in-
dividuals on the outside, in the same way that they worked with
independents in the antiwar, women's movement, helping them
to build united front actions, etc. The leadership of the SWP
and YSA can be exposed by contrasting their abstentionis~ with
the activities carried out by any such groups.

When there are such groups on the outside who support
the International in spite of tkc SWP, and who are opposed to
being put through the organizational wringer by the SWP one
by one, we must not take a sectarian attitude toward these cadre.
We must work with them, getting them the political positions
and analyses of the FI, telling thcem what the major campaigns
of the¢ International are, and how the International would carry
them out. This is a duty that we have. The documents of the
World Congress will be published soon and should be circulated
and discussed by these groups. As supporters of the Inter-.
national majority, we have the task of aiding these groups in
their understanding and implcmentation of these resolutions.
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Supporters of the Fourth International must develop a
nationalperspective of their role in the building of an American
section. We therefore lookx faitorably upon any initiatives
they take in that direction. Our leadership should carefullv
seek out and observz such developmetntsc so as to use all necessary
means -- consistent with the interesis of the Fourth Inter-
nat10na1 ~-- to bring them 1n*o'harmony with our perspectives.

IT Voirk Within the Young Socialist Alliance

- The major activity for tendency comrades in the next
period -- and this includes comrades in the party as well as
the YSA -- is to mount an orientation to thz next YSA convention.
Ve made serious mistakes with regard to the last YSA ccnvention.
These were not the mistakes of any individual, but du= to the
many weaknesses, not caly stbjective, but mainly objective,
that the tendency has. The late preparation of the YSA document
came about through a lack of organization and lack of~planning
and division of labor. This time, assignments for documentation
must be taken ur early. But the documentation is only the point
on the spear. Our orienteiion toward the YSA convention must
begin now at the 1lcezl Jevels.: This means putting forward the
line of the International in the day to day worc .of the YSA
and proposinp arplicaticns of 1ts metho/ology ‘in actions flowing
from that 1ine. . gp»muot show by initiatives how a prcper line
is carried out. e must spend time discussing politics with
the comrades of the YSA d01ng elementary contact work. Not to
do this is to fall to reach tThe ranks-.

Thic task mast e carried cut not only in the center
locals, but in the régions where we have the best chance of
winning people. Our work ovar the next period must concentrate
on these regions. Party coriradec must be mobilized for regular
weekend trips into the regional YSA areas. This must be
done in & serious manner. We st recognize that we will make
even smaller gains thaun we did zt the last YSA convention, but
until the LTTF svlits from the International, the YSA remalns
a more fertilie ground for FeCﬂultment than tne SWP.

In the areas wheére the IT has heoemOﬁy over YSA locals,
we should forthrightly initiatc forums and ocher activities.
that openly express the line of the Fourth International. These
locals can and will be held up as exemplary models for how a
revolutionary line is advanced in practice, a valuable asset
for our 1ntervent10n into the YSA convention.

TT Work Wlthln the Socxa;lst Workers Perty

The tendency is located in thirteen branches of the
party. The newect of these is in St. Louis. The prospects
for the coming vderiod are to ieave Boston and to strengthen
St. Louis and Detroit. We will want to have a flexible attitude
toward other areas such as Atlanta and Pittsburgh also.

Cur tasks in these branches are limited by the reality

of the SWP as a political organism. Even if we could get as-
signments to USLA or the Farmworkels fractions, we would be
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under discipline to carry out the at best limiting and at

worst totally incorrect line of these fractions. Our major
thrust within the party is to pose the tasks necessary to

build the U.S. section of the Fourth International, challenging
the party leadership to assume this responsibloity in the con-
crete. We must carefully draw Up a line for the party to im-
plement in specific situations and then show how it should

be carried out. We must .do this throusgh reasonable and seriously
put motions in the branches and through our actions.

Tt is difficult to make suggestions 'in the abstract,
but perhaps a few concrete examples ‘will suffice. If a USLA
report informs us that a Chile demonstraticn is taking place
and that. the party is strictly u31ng USLA slogans and banners,
we must put forth the ideas as we have many times in the past
that the party has a’ ro;e ‘of 4ts own to fulfill -- a role of
solidarity with the Chilean resistance. When we have infor-
mation on the actual facts of this resistance, we must present
them in order to dispel the myth of the party that there is
a total and twenty-year“defeat in Chile. - If we mlve contacts
with groups or individuals on the ocutside that support that
_position, we should encourage them to mobilize for the demon-
stration. ‘YSA locals that are madjority IT should carry signs
with the 'slogans of the International and fight against the
attempts of the YSA leadership to stifle them.

_As fareas other party act1VLties are concerned, it
may’ be useful for comrades to attend party and YSA events where
independents are likely to attend. We ‘are notinterested in
goin% alone to 100% SWP functions and put our cadre through -
the "test" of how well they can stand up unprovoked to social
ostracism or personal insult. However, at USLA functions, for
example, contacts arc often internationally minded radicals
who are open to our ideas. We shouid intervene at these affairs
and freely'discuss the positions of the FI with all those who
are willing to listen. Often this ‘is far more fruitful than
begglng for a USLA assignment and being permiited to turn a
mimeo machine in an isolated back room office or arguing our
line with five or six handraisers. If there are cadre still
floating around the SWP or YSA who could be recruited to
our tendency, our best chance of getting them is through our
political arguments and our revo;utionary practice -- within
the limitations of SWP/YSA discipline.

Anti- Imperlallst Work

a) Chile Solldarltv work is the prime act1v1ty that
our work should center around, today. Everywhere that we have
influence, both in the party and YSA, and on any contacts.
or groups that are not yet ‘in, we must push the line of the
Internatlonal in buildlng Chile Solldarity. ’ '

This will be aided by our international press and by
specific pamphlets that other sections of the International
will put out. We should not be sectarian in this regard
where ther are pamphlets put out by other groups outside of
ourselves which support the line of the International, we
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should use them to augment our work. We should get copies into
the hands of SWP and YSA members. Translations of the articles
that have appeared in Rouge are an excellent way to get our
line out on this question.

We also have the added responsibility of brlnglng to
the vanguard the devates currently proceeding within the Chilean
resistance and the MIR, such as the question of alliances
within the workers movement in general, and the nature of the
r981stance to the junta in particular. Concretely, to the slogan
o’ the CP for the reinstitution of the JP government and
bourgeois democracy in Chile, we should counterpose the slogan
of a workers united frout against the junta. By doing this
we will be giving added political education to broader ranks
involved in the solidarity movement, and will win them away
from groups such as the Spartacist League and the Maoists,
as well as the CP. 1In getting the International's press and
approach to groups who choose to implement it, we can benefit
from the effect their action has on.the thinking of SWP and
YSA comrades. We should, as part of our. struggle, make contact
with broader grours working on Chile, and seek to raise the
level nof pOllthdl unde»s tanding and. consciousness among them
through our participation in Joint actlvity. We must put forward
the line of the International in a clear, but tactically well
formulated manner§ so as to win these elements to our banner.
Comrades must fight to get USLA assignments, but if they are
not assigned to this work, it does not excuse them from carrying
out the tasks of Chile solidarity. Fach tendency center should
have an on-going camraign on this question and a..
proper division of labor.

b) Vietnam Solidarity: It is our political position
that the Accords were not a betrayal of the struggle of the
Vietnamese and the death knell of the war in Indochina.
Regardless of the intentions o7 Moscow, Peking, or Washington,
the fact of the matter is that the forces represented by
these capitals are incapable of leashing the revolutionary struggles
of the workers and peasants of Indcchina. It is our position
that the Accords represented a step forward in the struggle
of the Vietnamese people, and that the struggle will go on
from its present stage culminating in the setting up of the
dictatorship of the proletariat throughout Vietnam. In this
regard, we support the victory of the NLF.

With this positdon, it is in our interest as revolu-
tionaries and as internationalists that there be a campaign
of solidarity until final victory. Both the SWP and the CP
have closed shop on these tasks for their own separate, but
opportunistic reasons. The Fourth International maintains
Indochina solidarity as a priority aspect of its work; so
do we. We must s2ar2h out opportunities to mount campaigns
on this work. At first, we will reach only relatively small
groups and individuals, but by using them as a fulcrum we can
start the process of rebuilding an Indochina movemant, but this

88




time with a dominant component on an explicit anti-imperialist
line and revolutionary internationalist consciousness.

™i1s work nhas been relegated to pacifists and reformist sroups
and individuals in this country (Fonda and Hayden among others).
They will draw elements to them because no one else is doing

the work. We must be involved and seek out these elements

to win our program.,that of the Tnternational. We must use
every opportunity both in word and in deed to re-raise the

level of conscilousness of the SWP and- YSA as to their
oblizations in this regard. ‘

c) African Liberation work: The struggles oing on
in Rlack Africa have found a deep interest in the radical milieu
in this country. The boycott against Rhodesian chrome, the
pan-African liberation movement, the many articles in the rad-
ical nress on the struggles against the Portuguese colonialists
all testify to this. Our tendency, being part of the SWP,
~as not had a high enough consciousness of these struggles.
It is the first task of the tendency in this rezard to famil-
iarize ourselves with these struggles and then seek to
involve- ourselves in building solidarity with them. While that
is our prime task, it aiso has a special meaning to us with
regard -to tine winning over to the Interntional of the Black
vanguard in this cbuntry. While Vietnam had a high impact on
the student youth, the struggles of the African revolutionaries
can have. an impact on ghetto yough and Black working people
in general. The application of the Tnternational's position
and analysis can help s in making our program meaningful to
tnese layers, ana thus win them to our banner. We must find
ways of carrying these tasks out in the very next period.

d) Solidarity With the Struggles in the Advanced Cap-
italist Countries+ It is a scandal that the work

of solidarity with the British Miners was left to the Sparta-
cist ILeague and the Maoist sects in this country. Struggles
such as Lip, the Miners strike, the events unfolding in Spain
and Japan, involve tasks that all the orsanizations of the Int-
ernational should have more than a general interest in. The
fact that these are revolutionary struggles of the working
class is enough to motivate this. ‘But in addition, our sections
are playing major roles with regard to them. This makes it
more imperative to-propagandize and agitate for support
that we explain these struggles of the advanced workers of
Furope. to our own working class vanguard,: which will be
confronted with the same struggles in the not too distant future.

The internationalization of.the tactics .of :the sit-down
strikes is. but one chapter from the annals of working class
history that points up the importance of our tasks. This con-
cept of solidarity with the struggles in the advanced countries
is of prime importance in drawing vanguard layers ~both within
and outside of the working class to us. The concept of struggles
in the advanced capitalist countries is still relatively new
to the American scene. The lessons of the Quebec strike has
not penetrated the vanguard, never mind the masses. The prox-
imity of the class struggle: in these countries to our own will
be helpful to. our future tasks here. It definitely poses
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the ouestion of the working class in struggle in a manner to
wipe all traces of Marcusianism away.

s L e

In addition tc. the areas mentioned above, we should pay
close attention to the events around the struggles in Ireland,
the Middle~Fast, Argentina, and in particular Puerto Rico.
Where: we can come in contact with Arab students, Iranian
students, etc., we should stretch every opportunity to do so.
in the Fast Coast cities in particular, our comrades should
attempt to closely involve themselves with regard to the struggle
of Puerto Rico. Any opportunity to reach into this movement
with our program and our actions, such as the united front

Committee for the Decolonization of Puerto Rico, should
not he missed.

Orqanizational,ProposalS"

The tendency is still very weak. Our preparation for
discussion reflects that. This should neither panic us, nor
should we be smug about it. Our past experience has been in-
ternalized and has left its mariks on all of us. With the 10th
World Congress, we have a chance to move outward in the ways
outlined above. This will force us to start thinking -in motion
rather than in position. Working out a line and putting it
intoupr&ctice.is hetter than talking about it only. We will
make mistakes in this regard also, but we must not allow that
“ear to stop us from acting. «

It 1is recomnended that a continuina literary discuss1on
take place after the conference on several issues. Many issues
such as Latin America and Stalinism with regard to Asia will
be discussed in the IMT. Eesides these, issues related to the

Plack question, trade union work, etc.. and ‘exchange of
practical experiences in carrying out tasks in local areas would
seem nroper. It is our suggestion that a bulletin of reasonable
size be issued once a month to handle these matters. In addition,
the newsletter wili come out twice a month with copies for all
comrades. We wish to continue our political education and dis-
cussion but at the same time do not wish that the literary or
oral forms of that education stand in the way of our actual
tasks and duties in carrying out the line of the International
in actions. , .

The tendency must start taking responsibility for writing
and contributing articles to the international press (for
newspapers such as Red Weekly, Rouge, Bandiera Rossa, 014 Mole,
etc.). and the soon to be initiated INPRECOR. These artic.es
should deal with the political situation in the United States
and take.up such concrete events as the recent Bay Area strike,
the CLUW conference, the actions of the truckers, as well as
articles of a more analytic nature on such things as the
Watergate scandals, the o0il crisis, and so on. Each area
should put one- comrade in charge of this type of press work.
Not only wilil this provide our other sections with material
on the situation in the U.S., but it will begin the training
of our cadre in the tasks of preparing articles for newspapers
and magazines. And in return, the sales of this press will have
a more direct relevance to our periphery.

90



For the next period, the center will have the task of
creating a more efficient distribution of labor on our varied
tasks. Over the past period, too little attention has been paid
to efficient planning and priorization of our tasks. This has
resulted in not only a weakening of our field work, but has
limited the impact that the center itself should have. The
coming period will test whether we can have an on-going poli--
tical homogenization, while-at the same time carrylng out a
stepped up action orientation.

: Tf our analy io of the political. situatlon, the character
of the SWP and its split course, and the objective dynamics
of the class struggle inside and outside the SWP is accurate;
if ve see ourselves as being the nucleus of the American
section of the FI, then the importance of building an authori-
tative and politically competent leadership for the tendency
becomes an essential project for the upcoming period. We have
made strides forward in the development of leadership, but
these are limited compared to what will soon be required. The
political committee of the tendency should be broadened to
serve two basic functions: (1) to increase the political
authority of the central leadership, to effect its discussion
and extension of a positive as well as a negative program for
the IT (i.e., determining what we are for instead of only
what we are against) and (2) to provide for the broader repre-
sentation of the differing political views represented in the
tendency. Political committee membership can no longer be based
upon seographical considerations, but rather must reflect the
acturl political leadership of the tendency on a national level.
Toward this end it is necessary for the PC to qualitatively as
well as quantitatively expand. In line with this, we propose
to leave open the precise size of the PC until the possibilities
for the expansion of our leadership can be discussed at the
conference. Included in this disussion will of course be the
discussion of the necessity of two full-time comrades for the IT.

All comrades should be willing to take on the task of
tendency leadership. Having said this, it is obvious that there
will be mitigating circumstances which will make it impossible
for comrades who would ordinarily be elected to the PC to
reside in the T center area. To ameliorate this problem, we
think that a "commuter” approach should be applied. That is,
the PC would schedule monthly meetings at which the major
political questions would be discussed and decided. If a member
of the PC did not reside in the center area, he or she could
travel once a month to make these regularly scheduled meetings
of the PC. To assume the functioning of the tendency on a day
to day basis, it is appropriate for the remaining PC members
to constitute a bureau through which the interim decisions of
the tendency could be made and reported to the nonresident PC
member(s).

This perspective is for the coming period, up to and
1nclud1ng the YSA convention. We propose to continue the center
in Chicago, primarily because of immediate considerations. Cblcago
is centrally located nationally, and for the next period it is
tactically to our advantage not to be in New York City where
the party leadership has 136 full timers without much to do
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but harrass us. Moreover, several present members of the PC who
are likely to be reelected would find it impossible to relocate.
This would mitigate against arbitrarlly picking up and moving
the center. .

These organizational proposals can only be of a tentative
nature. Being in a transitional period, in which entirely: new
problems will arise and must be confronted, the building of
an ongoing leadership will have to be taken up in a more system-
atic fashion. Certainly, the whole question of party structure,
in light of our experience in the Soc1alist Workers. Party, will
have to be discussed thoroughly.
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A REPLY TO COMRAD" MAGSEY FPOM 10S AUGELES 4/23/75

We do not wish to contidue the exchange with comrade Massey on the level of a
guarrel over organizational inecidents, Ue are.satisfied that in the case of the
letter to the IMT, the error was inadvertzant, and <2 condider the matter closed.

Hovever, on the ma“ter of minority rapresentation, comrade Massey's letter
raises a number of larger questions that need clarification. We believe it is
important that the ground rules for o healthy intevnal life be established right from
the beginning. 1In addition, comrade Mascey eppeers to misunderstand the status of
our political .differences wiﬁh the center, and we will tiy to clear this up first.

The assertion that ’the June 10th 1en lency joined thz IT on the besis of the
platform of the IMT,.." is mot quite accurzte. The statement by the June 10 group
announcing our fusion with the IT explicitly quslified our adherance to the platform
of the IMT and the IT resolution by reaffirming the views expressed in the Position
Paper of June 10th and the document on Mationalism. Comrade lassey neglected to
mention this in his letter, juct as he did in the report on the fusion.

We did this precisely so that there would:be nd misunderstanding as to where we
stand. Now, vhen a group of comrades, comprising a significant fraction of the tend-
ency, announce that they stand on documents spelling out their special views, then,
to our way 0% thi<%ing, you have a clearly defined’mxnority.

Then ‘comrade Mas sey suggests that even if there had been a political basis
for the June 10th group at the time of the fuqion, this is no longer the case, be-
‘cause our views oa Latin Anerica have nov bean adopted by the majority and are "reflec-
ted in the resolutions adopted at the 10th World Congress." Apart from the fact that
this would have no bearinz on the selection of delegates prior to the congress, we can
only say that if this were true, we ﬁould be oulightca to forego all claims to
representation, But is it rcally true? )

Our vicws on the role of guérilla warfere in Latin Americza were expressed quite

clearly ° in the June 10th Position Paper (although gucrdedly, because it was introduced ‘
into the debate with the LTF), In essence we called for a rejection of the guerillaist
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strategy implied in the 9th World Congress resolution on Latin Americ, (and explicitly
repeated in the resolution o= Bolivia of December 2, 1272}, and for a return to the Leni-
nist line on the road to power, i.e., popular revolution of all the exploited and op- '
pressed closses led by the urban proletariat., We vrote, "...it is of the utmoct importance
that the resolution vhich vill guide the work of ovr Latin Ar.c-ican comrades =% unam=
biguously In tie direction in the directicn of mazs work oand away from guerilla warfare
et this tine." We ave not aware thet this is now the official position of the IT, If

is, 1t chould be duly r~cerded and reported. Ae far a3 we’"tir-, the position of the
IT. 1is onz2 of unaritinal cupport to the DI, - B .

Kas the LT itc2if elin’nated the baecis for this con::oversy by gelf-coirection?

At the time of the June 10zh dozuient, we were enscurazed by vhst appcared to Le movemet
in tie rigat direcetion, Iowever, it must be said 5 urtly now, that the corrections

have besn empirical,cupexfisial, equivocal, contzadictory, and ertremely ir-lzquate.

The et 4s thot after fadighantly denying that it cver supdorted a guerilizist
grrateny, the T3 of tha MMT adpreved a resolution oa Solivia wiich postulated that the
fspizifie fo;n ol amaxd siruggle, for aa entire pexZod could only be guerilla war", and
thils of a "continental dimeasion.'" Turthernore, this resolution was singled out

as: one df the plan®s iz thc platform of the T, ’ "

A gimnificant scction of the IT is catemoricallr o*"oced %o this line, but this
f2und no reflectica in the delnzztion to t;c co“"r:cc.ﬁ The plaoin fact in ther the resolu-
timn on Tatin Ame:ica_g;_:\n’QtH .C. wuag fundamentally wrousr ca the question of guerilla
warace, (o nmoster wizt clige woaz right abont it), and contributad t-~ the disoriesntation
9of_z number of Latin fraricon sactions, yet the leadershin refuses t> racognize this
and linits its self-criticism to eunhaﬁi"tlc phrases, eliptlcal formations, one-
sideduness” etc., whil2z repeating thz very samz error. "2 zssune that this is pa rtly
due to rzasons ofaoface saving vis a vis the LIF, and nartly ‘anattempt “to satisfy averyvone,
including thz zuthor of the Bolivian resolutior., But thz2se’ considerations .count foxr not-
hing compared totiz urgent need for a ‘undam°nta1 readucation and reorien;atlon of oux

cadres, and this can only be done by en hon » Zorthright recognition of thz full extent
of' the errors of the Cth ''C and the reaffirmation of the Leninist stratagy for thn oéla-
list volu.lon in undardevelop2d countries. IF the maJOrity of the IT is rzady to
join‘u" ic our .2ffort to bring this sbout, than the najor iuuue separating out tha
Junz 15th group v111 vanisa, :

Or. the question of national and women's nmovenents, the ¢iffr~2-ces arz not as well
defined. %I~ havn put forward a clear cut positior in our dacument on. nationalism; no
cupport whatsoever to mationalism, full support to all movements against national Opp?es‘
sion. Althoush wez did not cubnit a documant on vomen, we indica ited that the same basic
t7o cicded policy applied. ‘e fran!:ly sa-r-:his document not only as an attack on the
SUP's petty-bourgeois nationalism, but as.a criticiem of the IT resolution which we
believad was at:the very lzast ambiguous on the subject of support to natioanal
and vomen's movaments,

The IT resolution was, we think, defective on this score, primcrily by ommission...
but not by oversisht, since none of our arendments aimed at clarigying this question
wvera accpeted, it 1s in order to deternine hor much agreement or disagreement there
is on this question that we havz irtroduced our document on nationalisn for adoption
at the upconing conference.

There roncin to questions concerning ground rules referved to above. If we
understand comrada ilassey correctly, he advances two morz arguments for foiling to
provid2 the -June 19th group reprecentation; One, that we did not declare ourselves
an off{iciel tendency, and did not demand our legal rights, and second; that our




dikferences were not of a '"principled character."

Regarding the first, we find it hard to believe that comrade Massey really insists
that every loose, temporary grouping that develops around a particular question
immediately crystallize into an organized tendency, (vhich after all, is the same
as.a faction), before he will ucknowledge that its views should be represented There
has been no attempt to set up an organized group or even to maintain regular contact
between L.A., and Bay Area comrades who comprised the June 10th grouping. le prefer it~
that way, and would not 1Zke to be forced into organizing a formal tendency in order to
gain recognition. _

" The comrades from Los Angeles did not want to push for a delegate vhen only tvo
were to be selected, and the FS .proposed comrades Massey and Vincent. Comrade Massey
was informed, in Chicago, of our desire for representation. If ve knew that a third mem
bef rof the IT would be admitted, we would have certainly proposed a representative of
thé June 10th group. We were not concerned about a vote at the congress, but with
vojce in the LT deliberations, If comrade Mitten did not speak at these meetings
we ;assume it was because he did not find it necessary to do so since he had no special
ordissident views to put forward. Obviously, a representative of June 10th would
have spoken., ‘

Howe7€6%r, ~fn our opinion, ‘it is the rerponsibility of leadership not merely to
allow, but to ingist that.in 3111 gatherings wherc disputed issues are to be considered,
minority viewpoints receive reasonable representation. We further believe that these
political eonsiderations take precedence over questions of "rewards or penalties' or
of the personal merits of individual comrades, praiseworthy though they may be.

Nor can we agree that the principle of rcpresentation applies only to "principled
questions," Actually, Comrade lassey unwittingly calls into question any minoirty rights
at’all., On the one hand, he says that if the differences are '"principled", "this raises
the question as to the (principled) character of the fusion", or to put it more directly
there shouldn't have been any fusion. The inescapable conclusion is that there is no
room for minorities, or at least minority representation in the IT. We do not thiank
thdt comrade }assey has followed through the logic of his arguments.

In fact, the movement has experienced perfectly legitimate tendencies, factional
struggles and splits over questions of strategy and even tactics (entryism, etc.). It
is ‘true that a tendency (or a gaction) is gemerally more homogeneous than a party. Indeed
if the tendencies, in the international were divided solely over the question of the
role of guerilla warfare in the Latin American revolution, we would not be in the IT.
We would have to form a -'separate tendency. But we all know that far more isainvdlved.
We believe that in spite of some serious errors pertaining to guerilla warfare, the Il
(atd IT) represent authentic Trotskyism, while the LTF is a genuine petty-bourgeois right
wing.

Furthermore, because of the SWP leaderships dead-end factionalism and monolithic
proclivities, the strugzle has resulted in a division into two hostile camps with the
permanent threat of split, We are therefore not dealing with temporary tendencies around
particular issues, but with two rival international organizations that are embryonic
parties, somewhat similar to the relationship between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
in'the RSDLP, Under these circumstances the IMT (IT) must of necessity take on a broader
character, and will fnevitably include tendencies and groupings within it, and they are
not likely to be based on issues of fundamental principle.
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e have been indoctrinated in the "lessons' of the history of faction fights
nd splits in the SUP, The chief "lesson' is that any serious opposition to the
officlal line rust resuylt in political warfare, a power fight and a split. This, 1indeed,
is the tradition of the SWER, but not of Lenin's party. Trotsky described the internal
life of the Bolshevik faction (and then party) as a "seething democracy" ,in vhich the
struzzle of tendencies and factions were the rule. Yet the BBlsheviks Suffered far less
splits than the SUWP, because the struggles were conducted in a spirit of mutual respect,
honesty, and 10ya1ty, not ‘one of monolithic, rizidity, in vhich every opposition is seen
as a deadly enemy and a challenge to. the leadership' to be shot dowm.

tle believe that '~ unity of the IT rests oa solid programmatic foundations, even
though it 1is not entirnly homogeneous, With a newv and healthy atmosphere the debate over
differences can 1ead to political naturation and stronger unity,

Passed by the Los»Angeles_IT, 7 fo;, 1 against, 1 absent.
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SOME CCMMENTS ON ORGANIZATIONAL NORMS IN THE PRESENT CONTEXT

by Vincent

— e - . S e i e m et s sema ea s n. e s - s e e e . s e e s P - - - s A e e o o

Thz2 contribution entitlad "A RAply to Comrade Massey" from Los Angeles, makes a valu-
able effort at grappling with’a real problem of our tendency, nsnely s re-statement of our
organizational norms as applied to our current status. In expressing the desire not to con-
tinde the discussion on the basis of quarrels over incidents, it also took a positive step,
Howewer, since specific circumstances are re-raised anyway, they deserve some more clarifi-
cation,

The reaffirmation of the Leninist conception of the role of minorities is entirely co-
rrect., Our tendency, insofar as it is not merely an ideological tendency, but the nucleus of
a future section, will of necessity encompass a spectrum of views such as exist in the orga-
nizations generally supporting the IMT as a whole. We do nct have any conception of amonoli-
thic organization. Differences inside the revolutichary organization reflect the perception
of different aspects of the class struggle. Through internal struggle, an overall view is
achieved, and the correct line is arrived at. In this sense internal struggle is a normal
ard healthy process which builds a revolutionary organization. Differences can be reflected
in the form of broad currents of opinion, tendencies or factions, all of vhich deserve some
form of representation within the framework of democratic centralism.

Unity and discipline on action, and continuing theoretical elaboration and political
discussion, are mutually reinforcing concepts. The practices of the IMG and the Feench sect
tion are good examples in this matter. The central committee meets frequently, and holds
real politiwal discussions at which differences are expressed in votes, Internal literary
discussion bulletins come out regularly. Tendencies are subsidized by the organization as a
vhéle, All these questions will habe to be taker up by our tendency in the concrete. Our
present status is eminently transitory. While we can already sense the problems that will
arige, we don't yet have a clear enough view of how they will be posed concretely, and the-
refore can only reaffirm general principles. In this sense, the '"Reply" is welcome,

Howeverp in attempting to demonstrate that these principles have already been misapplied
the "Reply" stands on some unclear ground. The question basically is whether the former
June 10th tendency was still a tendency within the IT at the time of the world congress. The
basds of such a tendency would be the positions of June 10th on Latfn America, and less
clearly, on natdonalism and feminism, The latter two are absolutely questionable. The amen-
dments to the It politfical resokution from L.A, were only one set among many., We received
amendeents and proposals from the original draft of Cde. A.W,, from Houston, from Philadel-
phia, and several other individuals and local areas. Each one of them constituted a nuance
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in a consistent directionxxRaxhkxxrrxx&xkhkrmx but nothing sufficient to warrant even the
name of a current, None of them claimed the status of a minority.

On nationalism, the formula of the "Reply” of : '"No support whatsoever to Natienalism
is actually more rigid than the IT Political Resolution which indicated that in scme cases,
nationalism could and had played a progresaive role ~- this is in reference to Lenin's
exanple from the 'countries of the East' wher it represented a. advance over apathy in
these backward countries. In addition the position was clarified by the report ef Cathy
Matson to the YSA conventiom, which was not challenged by either component of the former -
Jine 10th tendency, On the women's movement, the nuances covered a similar spectrum and
could not justify a special representation &t the World Congress,

On Latin America, a problem arises. The authors of the "Reply" state that the tone of
the June 10th document had to be 'guarded" because it was introduced into the debate with
the LTF.  But that very same contribution specifically indicated that it was wrong to subor-
dinate part of one's criticisms for factional gains. This was done in reference to a large
number of comrades in the IT who shared the ‘same positions as those expressed in the June
10th statement - and still do-- Wut did not wish to throw them as a iever to the LTIF. Turther,
no document internal to the IT ever indicated that any component of the June 10th tenden-y
ever rejected the Sth World Congress line altogether. While singling out the guerillaist de-
viations, it did not challenge Cde. Germain's assertion that the 9th World Congress orienta<
tion had been one toward ARMED STRUGGLE. To my knowledoe, the '"Reply" 1s the first contribu-
tion which I have seen which actually rejects Germain's interpretation. The stated differen=
ces'of June 10th were not qualitatively greater than differences which other comrades had on
issues related to Latin Amerdea, such as the role of Cuba, the characterization cf the PRT,
ete, How were we to determine which one of- these non-qualitatively greater differences was
to be represented, and vhich ofie was not to be? It was- impossible eben to begin tc .

Whide it is correct that we should not demand of minorities that they harden in crder
to be represented, in a situation where there are a large number of secondary differences
--it my opdnion madnly through lack of good discussion and information-~, unless clearly
defined tendencies emerge, it would seem impossible to privilege any one ¢f them, For this
reason, I would say that the selection of delegates to the world congress could not have
been ‘done any differéently than it actually was.

If major differences exist on Latin America, inside the IT, everything should be drne
. to insure that they are reflected in- the discussion which {s due to take place inside th e
IMT, within limits set by the IMT leadership. But they must be stated and. argued out clearly
té warraat such an effort, and this remains to be dbne.
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- Extracts from the IT Resolution on Trade-Union Work;
. from IT Bulletin No. VII i : ’

IV, TASKS

Our tasks in relation to the trade union movement must flow directly from our
general political perspectives and be consonant with those tasks. Our work in the
unions and around union struggles should be seen as an integral component of our
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ongterm strategic goal of achieving a sufficient basc in the American working class
that will enable us to exercise an influence beyond our numbers and actually have an
impact in the process of advancing the class struggle in"the United States, In order
to achieve this goal we must necessarily have a "proletarian orientation," that is
we must always keep in mind that all of our work is directed toward building a base
in the class. How we implement this strategy, however, is a tactical question. Ve
cannot afford to be locked into a sterile debate over whether we should avdént
toward vanguard clements wherever they might be or begin to implement a 'prolctar-
ian orientation! Dy ¢olonizing every abailable comrade in basia.,industry. Such a
debate would neifler reflect the reality of our current situation nor scrve to place
the discussion of urgent specific questions facing us in a meaningful framework.

The counterposition of 'vanguard orientation' to 'proletarian orientation' more
properly belongs among the schema and methodological contortions of the LIF.

Let us make it clear at the onset that we seek to relate to vanguard elements yhere
ver they may be. To:do less would be sectarian madness of the worst sort. The onlyz
inihition on our part with an orientation to vanguard elements is our size and

organizational impris onment,

How then ehould our trade union work fit-into this perspective? We must begin with

a clear appreciation of .the factore delimiting our work. The relative paucity of
available cadre necessarily dictates that we evaluate where to invest them with a
good deal of circumspection. The fact that we are in the SWP automatically peses

the question of what to do with,potential recruits that we are able to draw around us,
Although the SWP is not the most congenial organization for working-class militants,
we should attempt to induce them to ‘join. Should the SWP refuseé to admit them for
factional reasons (either blatantly or via thalmposltlon of long waiting periods,
impossible assignments, etc.) or if the potential recruits find joining the SWP an
uninviting alternative then we have the duty to hélp sustain their interest in the
politics of the Fourth International through a variety of means including study
classes, reading programs, action interventions, and social functions (tavern raps, .
dinners, parties, etc.). It is entirely possible that concentrations of potential
recruits may desire to coalesce in some organizational form. Im order-to initiate
contact with such individuals, however, we must first delineate aline of 'intervention

for our union work.

Given the smallness of our mambers our work must occuf on three planes::(l) Strike
support work, (2)-on-the-job, day-to-day, one-to-ome recruitment, and (3) organized

interventions.

Sttike support work should be the province of the tendency.as a whole. Work of this
nature can be carried on by comrades’'who are students, unemployed, or working in
union situations that are relatively dormant compared to the actual strike struggle
that is occuring. The actual character of strike support work obviously flows from
the particular strike situation. Strike support work involves not only an apportunity
to reach the more advanced workers active in strike struggles but also an axis
around whcih we can coalesce vanguard elements outside of the class. In situations
where strikes assume a national 1mportance, support work should be coordinated
directly from.the center. Responsibility fot work in support of local strike actions
should be assumed by the local tendency units in consultation with the center. In
either case questions of line, strategy and tactics cannot be predetermined outside

the context.of the particular strike.

2) On-the-job, day-to-day and one-to-one work is an aspect of our trade union work
so elementary that it scarcely requires mention. Ordinarily, once comrades are
established in job situations and have familiarized themselves with the conditions
of their particular work place, one-to-one recruitment ought to be an integral
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component of everyday life. Individual sales or even initially free distribution

of the B&d Mole, International, Imprecor, pamphlets and other materials should

be a norm. Work breaks, lunch breaks and punchout time should be utilized for dis-
cussion of a wide range of issues including working conditions, union democracy,
contract evaluation, etc, etc. It is essential, however, that such discussions
transcend economic issues and include such topics as Chile, Vietnam, racism, women's
rights, etc. Out of.our initial one-to-one work we should be able to draw around us
a periphery that will be useful as we begin initiating larger interventions. One-to-
one work is especiallly important in those job situations where union meetings are
held infrequently or are poorly attended.

3) Action interventions is a category of work that is broad in scope and includes

a gariety of possibilities. In situations where we have.only one comrade in a work-
place, it might include joining an estahlished "left" or even an '"out" caucus with
the idea of ultimately building a pole within the caucus. Another activity we can
undertake is-the ‘preparation and distribution of;bulletins either on the workplace
level, the union level or acity-wide level within the same industry. Preparation

of such bulletins depends, of course, upon each individual situation ( relationship
of forces, SWP presence, potential receptivity, etc.). The political character of
such bulletins should include a mix of economic and political topics. The type of
interventions our comrades make at union meetings themselves is a tactical question,
We must be careful, however, not to emulate:the self-isolating presentation of the
full transitional program at: the drop of a hat as practiced by the Spartacist League,
nor succumb to the ''deep entry" economlst practices of the International Socialists,
In general; we should attempt.to-function as the best militants at the work-place.
Wheter or not we assume pos1tiod§ as.;stewvards or. grievers is tactical depending on
whether it inhibits or enhances our political functioning, whether it identifies us
too closely with the union bureaucracy, etc.

AN OVER-ALL APPROACH

It would seem from an-examination. of our resources that our comrades in such tendeney
units as Boston, Philly, Minneapolis, the Bay Area and Los Angeles would necesaarily
be limited to strike support activities and possibly some one-on-one .recruitment work
in the coming period. Opportunities exist, however, in the D.C. area, Chicago, Houston
and St. Louis for the initiation of work on a broader level in a systematic and co-
ordinated fashion. We must procedd initially from the reality of our existence
rather than embarking upon grandiose and utopian colonization schemes. In the D.C. area
for example, we already have a small base in local 1199. This base should be extended
and reinforced through the tendency as a whole in this area. In Chicago we already
have a concentration in two areas: rail and the public sector. The rail comrades
should be brought togather into a functioning cell/fraction. It is d@mperative that the
other comrades work with the rail cell in the interim period as we attempt to broaden
our base through contacts. In Houston we are developing our base in oil but have a
toehold in steel there as well as in St. Louis with some contacts in Chicago. Ve
should have the perspective of building up these tendrils, in line with a special
orientation to the developing situation in steel, and participation in the Steel-

workers for Change caucus.

On a national level, the tendency must organize educational series on the labor move-
ment in the U.S., and make on-going studies of the situation of the trade unions

in their area. These should be co-ordinated by a trade-union division in the center.

With these steps we can develop a limited but politically indispensable intervention

in the trade-unions.
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Extracts from ‘“American Revolutionaries Must Know
Where They Stand on the Vietnamese Revolution,” by
Vincent, Hank Williams, Mitchell, Mike Patrick; from IT
Bulletin No. VIII

AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARIES IMUST KwOW HERE THEY STanD
ON THE VIETWAMESs REVOLUTIO

by
Vinceat, rank Jilliams, ilitchell, ldMike ratrick

The proposal to adopt the Palomar position on Vietnam at our coming
conference has been criticized from basically two angles. One angle
counterposes the idea that the tendency should adopt no position. The
other main criticism i1s that 1t underestimates or almost rules out the
possibility of the VCP's development into a revolutionary party in the
full sense of the word. The purpose of this contribution 1s to answer
the various arguments for postponing a decision or not discusshg the
issue, and to defend the essentlal positions put forward in the Falomar
statement.

+hy Should the IT Take a Position?

Interestingly enough, taking a position on this issue at our con-
ference has been opposed both because the issue is not sufficiently
important to warrant a diversion from our main tasks, and because the
issue 1s too important to be voted upon without further discussion.

This is rather puzzlineg. and deserves explanacion. .

Cde. Carapace complains about the production of the ark Lause
document, "Vietnam and the Proletarian Revolution" (YSa DB Vol. 17, +9).
He says: "It smacked of sectarianism, and demonstrated that two leader-
ship comrades could not keep their attention on the essential problem
of developing an organization with a line in trne U.S5." Zarlier he
explained that "the essential contribution we can make to the 4th, and
we repeat this, is the development of a political iine-for building the
organization in the uU.S. and nothing else." The conclusion is: "wWe
propose in the interest of integrating the tendency: the immediate
acceptance of all the 4th International's positions, that the tendency
so declare and so act, and that the debate on trese broad questions
(immediately non-practical) be closed in the tendency for one year.
There could be rare exceptions to this, subject To SC approval." 1In
other words, we are being asked not only to defend tne r.I.'s positions,
which we have already done as a tendency within the S.P, and will defend
even more in any other framework which the struggle imposes spon us,
but to do this blindly without discussing the positions we are to defend,
and seeing whether vie agree with them or not! e believe that our
organization should defend the line of the {*.I. in its public interven-
tions, and this will be doneall the more effectively if that line has
been thoroughly discussed and understood, and if comrades who disagree
feel that they had their chance and were given a hearing. Of course,
the best way to bulld the #.I. is not to have comrades defend positions
they don't hold, but rather to explain the activities and general method
of the t'.I. as a whole.

Another point made by Cde. Carapace 1s that the leadership should
not waste time on this question but stick to the essential contribution,
a line for w~orth America. This position does not hold any water. In
fact, one of the most important quetions facing American revolutionaries
i1s the question of the Vietnames revolution, and Cde. Carapace knows it
so well that his alter ego, Cde. Bill Y., thought it necessary to devote
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;he single written contribution he made to the SJF discussion to pre-
cisely this question. Yes, Cde. Y. saw his most important to the ¢.I.
ag introducing a North American audience to the un-sectarian, un-
diversionary niceties of General Gilap's thoughts. The document,designed
probably to agitate the stodgy LTF out of its stupor, unfortunately
laid 1tself wle open with such formulations as: "The Vietnamese CP
has produced 6@ fine theoreticians like Giap and LeDuan who have eli-
minated all Maoist mechanicalism:from their analytical works in order

- to come extraordinarily close to our own theory concerning the general
process of the permanent revolution, the role of the party, and the
diverse so6cial classes, etc. . .", or further, "wWe see the Vietnamese
CP as the most beautiful example today of revolutionaries in struggle,
of far-sightedness in combat, of consistency in the reaffirmation of
revolutionary practice." (S¢F DB Vol. 31, 7#24) :

In fact, it is clear that Cde. Carapace really thinks the Vietnam
questlion 1s an é€ssential one, and we are led to the second argument,
that the question is too important to be voted on now, without further
discussion. This is the most ‘valid objection. Comrades are under-
standably unwilling to rush into a position whose full implications they
are not aware of.  However, two points must be borne in mind. The first
is"that the Palomar positidn does not involve a sweepling methodological
ckice on the overall questions of workers' states bureaucracies, Stal-
inism, and centrism. "As* Cde. Alec has pointed out, it attempts to
establish some key points which are nécessary to orient our work and
propaganda around Vietnam. "+Jhile serious methodological differences
may underlie some of the formulations, until they result in actual pract-
jical ‘divergences on our orientation, it is best to pursue the discussion
at a theoretical level, in the open fashion usually provided by literary
discussions. So the ideological strugmle must go on, and the practical
steps must be clearly adopted, if we are to avoid a creeping indifference
to theory combined with hesitations in our activity. The Palomar posi-.
tion arms us to intervene in the movement with the confidence of knowing
where we stand on some immediate key questions.

The second consideration is that the discussion can only progress
by comrades thinking out their inclinations and confronting them. If
the organization goes wrong on some dquestion, it will be incapable of
analyzing the 'source.of its error unless it can re-examine exactly where
it stood, on the basis of the resolutions it adopted in the past.
Already a good deal of discussion has taken place on this issue. rfor
the comrades who have been through the Proletarian Orientation tendency
and the lMassey-Shaffer-Smith tendency, the question was discussed in
response to the Gregorich-Passen split in the "Jules Verne document"
circulated in the PO. This &ocument defended the iiPAC strategy, the
raising of the slogan of victory to the .LF, and the concept~that the
nLF' represented a proletarian force whose victory would mean an extension
of the workers state. The January 19, 1973, statement, drafted by Cde.
Lauren C., which we fought to be allowed to read in the branches contained
a statement on Vietnam. Some of us may or may not have agreed with it
then, and some may have changed their minds. Tom Kerry and the LITFr
attempted to use that brief statement to accuse us of an unprincipled
bloc with the IWT. But this should not provoke us to go running for
cover with an ostrich policy. Rather we should be inspired with a
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healthy urge to study the question and take a position. G5ince then,

we have had the first iFeldman-Johnson ISKH article, the August S.JP
convention discussion, the wWalter-Sterne resolution, the Germain docu-
ment on China, the many answers to Sterne and Vern-Ryan positions by the
LTF, the Mark Lause document, and the new Feldman-Johnson and Rousset
articles in the IsR.

The reason there has been so much discussion on the nature of the
Vietnamese revolution is not because of any inclindation for the esoteric,
BUT rather because of its importance to the world revolution and the
particular responsibilities it imposes on American revolutionaries.
Svery socialist militant 1s conscious of the implications of the outcome
of the war on the rest of the colonial revolution, and of its impact on
the vanguard around the world. Sustained involvement in solidarity work
has led to a deeper interest in the course of the struggle in Vietnam.
In the same way, discussions around the Algerian revolution in rFrance
played the role of catalyzing political differences on the left, and the
Cuban revolution did not only inspire solidarity actions in this country
but also provoked a renewed interest in deepening revolutionary theory.

In fact, it 1s impossible for our téndency to exist as a component
part of the American left without a position on the Vietnam issue. all
the accusations and misrepresentations directed by the LTr, the Sparta-
cists, and other sects, against us, would be unanswerable. These sects
cannot be dismissed with a brush of the hand as isolated, turned to the
past, etc. All serious revolutionaries interested in theory will at
least examine their pretentions and this means we must explain our dif-
ferences with all of these groupings. The positions outlined in the
I.T. documents submitted to the S\P are not sufficient for this task.
any comrades may have felt at the time these documents were submitted
that they were not in a position to argue for particular points given
the needs of our struggle against the minority faction. To avoid false
suspicions and false debates, clarity is necessary. The French sectilon
did..not launch the JCR one day to come out with the Communist League a:
few years later. The so0lidity of the Communist League and its successor,
is due to the patient theoretical elaboration andpolitical clarity
achieved through years of polemics against the Lambertists and Lutte
Ouvriere, and many others. A clear pbdsition on Vietnam is necessary
also to guard us against possible dangers of third worldist, Ho-Chi-
Minhist type deviations that may occur in a different context than the
S 1P, and to arm us 1in our polemics with the iraoists and centrists.
Without a position, we would merely be buffeted about, with no chance
of regaining our bearings by starting from a clear presentation of the
problem in our own terms and a set of principles to which we adhere,

The Place of the uJiscussion in the rvolution of the ‘endency

Several comrades have expressed concern that the interest in the
methodological questions underpinning this debate might reflect an inward,
sectarian archivist type deviation in the tendency. +hile the danger
does exist, it must not prevent us from struggling to equip the tendency
with larxist theory. The best way to deal with this danger is to under-
stand its origins. Any  .tendency existing in the S.P, excluded from
responsibility for political interventions, and prohibited from discussing
politics with the ranks of the party, would naturally tend to develop
a left Opposition mentality (in the sense that the Left Opposition's
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struggle was a necessary, but deformative, part of the price for the
rise of Stalinism). But the conditions of the rise of the I.T. are
even more specific.

Gilven the nature of the 3./P, fluctuating between sect-like absten-
tlonist traits, and opportunist adaptation to existing movements, and
this within the context of a long isolation from the Inter.national, any
opposition which developed in the SwP would have to combine and draw its
strength from three sou:rces: a claim to the revolutionary heritage of
the party, & consistent iine for revolutionary intervention, and an
assimilation of the lessons of the activity of the rest of the Inter-
national. lowever, not all these traits could combine at once. The
P.O. developed at a time when the party was deepening and generalizing
its adaptaticulst interventions. The P.0. naturally reacted to this
by harkening back to the party's past. At the same time it did incor-
porate some elements based on a rejection of the adaptationist practice
in the interveontions of the party, especially in the anti-war movement.
The fact that the international majority had not at that time theorized
1ts practlice, as was later to be done in the European Perspectives
Document. and had no%t expres:sed interest 1in establishing a dialogue with
the P.O. tendency (except for the telegram from Tariq Ali which wished
the SWP success in 1ts efforts at implantation in the working class;.
the INMG was of course more directly concerned with internal SWP affairs,
if only for self-~defense) further diminished the chance of any synthesis
of these different aspects belng worked out. The increasing weakness
of the party!s mass intervention cut off the possibility of a stream
of recruilts conming overto us because of a disillusionment with the party's
intervention, bringing with them a zood experience of the mass movement
and the vanguard layers and contributing to cross-fertilize our tendency.
The initial, partially dogmatic, approach of the P.0. did not help to
overcome this weakness. At the same time, any opposition current in
the party would have had to confror the sledge-hammer repression of the
leadership, tending to freeze its development. for these reasons, there
1s a need for a struggle in our tendency to assimilate the lessons and
heritage of the rourth International--this does not imply an uncritical
assimilation of course--and to detail our approach to intervention in
the American political scene.

However, the first potential source of strength we mentioned, the
winning of the party's revolutionary heritage, is an important and ne-
cessary component for any revolutionary tendency in the USA. It entails
an orientation toward winning the cadre tralned in sme of the more posi-
tive of the party's history. The number we can hope to win is limited.
But . the struggle to win them and to demorallize the others i1s necessary.
The strength of the LT#, and the main ultimate factor that prevents
tested cadre of the S:/P from coming over to us after they have ‘seen the
correctness of some of our positions is the belief in the S.P as the
repository of Trotskyist orthodoxy. The SJP's orthodoxy is like the
Catholic Church's cannon law: it holds together ultimately on one
assumption, revealed truth; if you destroy one element, then the whole
world view has to go. Hence the importance of the organizational and
theoretical fights in the S\/P: the preservation of the legitimacy of
the usurpacious leadership depends on a fight to the death for the
continuity and sacred character of the dogma. A4t the coreof this dogma
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is the owWwP's contribution to the analysis of the workers states in the
two historical fights against Shachtmanism and Cochranism. "The 3P
has always been right on every ma jor question," comrades are told.

The evolution of some comrades in the P.0. in coming to reject
the SWP's traditional analysis of the "social transformations" in Zas-
tern curope, China, and Cuba, as these proletarian revolutions are
euphemistically referred to, 1s indicative in thls recard. They began
by rejecting the party's position on the "Democratic Secular state in
Palestine," and questioning the refusal to ralse the slogan of "Victory
to the WLr"., This led them to investlzate the orisins of the SWF's
confusion on the question of self-determination and the state, its
characterization of parties that established workers states as petty-
bourgeois, and to discover that the much praised Cochran-Hansen position
in the 1951 debates were shot through with serious theoretical confusion
(as documented in a rudimentary but undeniable form by the Vern-Ryan
documents). Some of this confusion can be found today in the SuWP's
current formulations on Cuba, Vietnam, and the role of armed struggle.
<& Will not be able to shake the confidence of the better elements of
the LTS unless they develop at least some doubts regarding the orthodoxy
of the theoretical fantasies of liansenism, and the alleged liquidationist
nature of the ex-Pabloites. Comrades were led to argue these points
extensively not because.of any shibboleth on their part, but because
the LTe¢ immediately saff in this challenge a .subversive threat to their
weltanschauny and began a massive bombardment of educational series,
conferences, Education for Soclalists documents, ISk articles, and
internal documents agalnst both the theoretical positions adopted
during the International Secretariat period, and the positions expressed
by comrades in the USA inspired by the Vern-Ryan documents. In point
of fact, the same process occurred with comrades who defended the Cochran
positions. Healthy iconoclasm explains the place of this debate in our
tendency, and not any sectarian bent for sterile incantation of dogmatic
formulas. - ,

The Palomar position does not attempt to delve into the theoretical
and methodological questims in zeneral. These will have to be taken up
in a literary discussion and within the framework of the.debate in the
In? and in the International. i'hat Palomar does, is take a stand on the
issues which have a direct impact on our ability to plan our Vietnam
solidarity work, and relate to the legitimate debates goding on among -
vanguard elements in the United States. Let us examine therefore what
delineations are drawn by the Palomar document. :
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V. Material Related to
Unauthorized Public Work by the

Internationalist Tendency on
May 11, 1974, and Afterward
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Ios Angeles, California
Los Angeles May 20, 197 2

Dear Comrades,

This letter is to inform you of violations of discipline on
the part of members of the Internationalist Tendency in the
Los Angeles Local.

The first instance occurred during the May 11 demonstration
demanding freedom for the political prisoners in Chile. Prior to
the demonstration, there were extensive discussions in both branches
(Central-East and Westside) and in the Iocal Executive Committee
concerning our intervention. The reason why we had rather lengthy
discussions was because we were in a difficult fight with a whole
range of our opponents, from the Stalinists to the Spartacists, to
build a non-exclusionary demonstration.

Reports in both branches and the ILocal Executive Committee
outlining our intervention were approved as the situation developed.
Our basic orientation was to build a united-front as best we could,
around the demands to "Cut. U.S. aid to the junta" and to "Free all
the Chilean political prisoners"--concentrating on the six prisoners
singled out by USLA. Olga Rodriguez, our candidate for governor,
would speak at the demonstration for the party, and present our
views on the Unidad Popular, as well as support the demands of the
action. (A section of the rally was set aside for discussion of
issues that went beyond defense of the prisoners.) The USLA also
had a speaker, and the party was to support the USLA intervention
through leafleting and carrying USIA signs. In addition, we were
distributing leaflets for our election campaign banquet to be held
that evening, and selling The Militant. We also had important
responsibility for defense of the demonstration, which was necessary
to ensure the united front character of it.

This general orientation was approved in the Local Executive
Committee held prior to the action. A member of the IT, Comrade Gene,
is on the Local Executive Committee, although he failed to attend
this meeting. At the Central-East branch meeting held May 6,. this
orientation was approved, with no opposition on the part of IT mem-
bers of that branch, At the May 6 meeting of the Westside branch,
however, members of the IT made a motion that the party distribute
the September 1973 statement of the United Secretariat on the coup
in Chile. Comrade Massey, who was visiting Los Angeles, attended
this meeting as a guest. After discussion, the branch voted unani-
mously, with the exception of the members of the IT present, against
this motion. The majority of the branch felt that this statement
was dated and inappropriate for this demonstration, and that the
orientation decided on was in full consonance with the positions of
the SWP and the Fourth International.

On the basis of these decisions, the organizers made assignments
for the demonstration. All members of the IT were given assignments.

At the demonstration itself, the IT members from both branches
showed up with copies of the September 1973 United Secretariat
ctatement, with a leaflet stapled to it. I, as the city organizer,
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instructed the IT members to carry out their assignments as decided
by the branches rather than distribute this statement. The IT
members refused to do this, and proceded to distribute the statement.

On May 18, some comrades of the IT participated in a demon-
stration in support of Mexican political prisoners, but on their
own, with no consultation with the party. Comrade Gene h=d asked to be
excused from an assignment to sell Militants that day, because of
work. However, he showed up at this demonstration, but did not
sell Militants.

On May 19, at a Gary Lawton defense rally held in Riverside,
Comrade Judy W. of the IT sold the Canadian paper, 0ld Mole. No
decision by the party was made to sell this paper. In fact, we
are on a campaign to sell The Militant.

Comradely,

s/Barry Sheppard
Los Angeles City Organizer
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New York
May 15, 1974
Dear Comrades,

The following facts about the activities of party members who
belong to the Internationalist Tendency have been reported to the
New York ILocal Executive Committee at its meetings on April 28 and
May 12:

1) At a Haitian antideportation demonstration in Brooklyn on
April 27 Comrade Frank Manning, a member of the Lower lManhattan
branch, carried a sign that was not part of the intervention decided
upon by the Brooklyn branch. He had been informed two days prior to
the action that the party and YSA interventions were being organized
by the Brooklyn branch and YSA local, including the preparation of
signs and the organization of sales. He was asked to sell The
Militant or the Young Socialist.

Instead of participating in the intervention along the lines
determined by the Brooklyn branch and YSA, Manning, along with Dan
Cahill, a non-party member of the Long Island YSA, carried out their
own intervention. They carried YSA signs with a hammer, sickle,
and a "4" on them. When Comrade Geoff Mirelowitz, the YSA city
organizer and a member of the party's Local Executive Committee,
asked them to put down their signs and sell The Militant or the YS
they refused. They indicated they would participate in the party
and YSA's intervention only if Mirelowitz instructed them to do so
in writing. Mirelowitz told them that a demonstration was not the
place to negotiate and draw up contracts.

2) In New York City on May 11, at a united front demonstration
initiated by USLA in defense of Chilean political prisoners, members
of the IT refused to carry out their assignments. They are: Hedda
Garza, Rich Mitten, Frank Manning, Karen Chaplin, Chris Chaplin,
from the Lower Manhattan branch and John Singletary from the
Brooklyn branch.

The Local Executive Committee had voted at its April 28 meeting
that the branches should prepare their own signs and banners and
that only three slogans would be carried: "Free All Chilean Politi-
cal Prisoners," "End U.S. Aid to the Military Junta," and a slogan
demanding freedom for the six imprisoned Chileans selected by the
organizers of the demonstration for particular focus. Each branch
was asked to assign at least 20 comrades to participate in the
action, in addition to the comrades in our Chile defense work
fraction. Some of these comrades were assigned as marshalls. The
rest were assigned to Militant, YS, ISR, and pamphlet sales, and
one each to distributing the SWP state electlon platform and the
Upper West Side forum leaflet. All the comrades in the Chile
defense work fraction were assigned to tasks in relation to org-
anizing the demonstration and rally. These were the only assign-
ments made by the branches.

Comrades Garza, Mitten, Manning, K. Chaplin, C. Chaplin, and
oingletary were assigned to sell Militants. They were asked to
take no other assignments. All six of them agreed to carry Militants,
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and they did sell a few. However, they all took it upon themselves
to distribute a three-page leaflet which includes a reprint from
Intercontinental Press of the September 19 United Secretarist state-
ment on Chile. With the exception of Singletary they sold the 0ld
Mole, the newspaper of the Revolutlonarw'Marx1st Group in Canada.
Neither of these items were part of the party's intervention in the
action and when the comrades were asked to put them away and con-
centrate on selling The Militant they refused. They indicated that
they would participate in the party's intervention only if they

were instructed by me in writing to do so. They even had a prepared
statement which they asked me to sign then and there.

It should be added that the May 11 action occurred during a week
when all three of the New York branches had voted to increase their
bundles of Militants by more than double in order to help surpass
the national sales goal of 10,000 in one week. Consequently special
attention was given to Militant sales during the action.

Comrade James Morgan, a supporter of the political views of the
International Majority Tendency, who had resigned from the Inter-
nationalist Tendency two days before the May 11 action, sold only
Militants as he had been assigned, and did not distribute the three-
page leaflet or sell 014 Moles. :

These facts about the May 11 action were reported to the three
New York branches at their regular meetings on May 13. Members of
the IT were present at the Lower Manhattan and Brooklyn meetings
and spoke during this point on the agenda, and did not dispute these
facts.

Comradely,

s/Doug Jenness
New York City Organizer
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Chicago
May 14, 1974

Dear Comrade Barnes:

At the Chicago Branch Meeting of May 7, 1974, under the point
of the Executive Committee Report, the organizer read all of the
assignments for Saturday, May 11, 1974. There were two demon-
strations plus our press sales that the branch voted to participate
in on May 11, 1974. The Executive Committee further recommended
that the branch mobilize on May 11, 1974, and that any comrade who
found it impossible to function politically for work, illness or
pressing personal problems should ask to be excused. The Executive
Committee report made it clear that the literature to be sold by
Party Comrades doing the press intervention was the Militant, the
ISR, Pamphlets, a campaign statement (which the branch approved),
forum leaflets and ballot petitioning. Comrades assigned to USIA
would carry out their assignments under the direction of the USLA
fraction. Finally, all comrades were to be dispatched from the hall
on the morning of May 11, 1974. It was important that the comrades
participeting in USLA work meet at the hall at 10:00 a.m. to hear a
final report on last minute assignment changes, political tone, etc.
The Minutes will indicate that after discussion, the branch voted
to approve the Executive Committee report overwhelmingly.

In order that there could be no confusion in the minds of any
Executive Committee member, the Executive Committee was polled on
May 10, 1974 to decide whether we needed a special Executive Com-
mittee meeting prior to May 11, in order to reaffirm the decision
of the branch meeting of May 7, 1974. All Executive Committee
members, including Ed Ho., a member of the Internationalist Tendency,
staved that a special Executive Committee meeting would not be
necessary.

On the following day (May 11, 1974) the YSA Organizer, Comrade
Brian, and myself attended the USIA fraction meeting and arrived at
the Demonstration gathering at around 11:00 a.m. We found that
members of the Internationalist Tendency NOT assigned to the demon-
stration, but to other activities, were present at the demonstration.
The Comrades of the Internationalist Tendency present at the Demon-~
stration were AnneMarie C., Cathy M., Debbie P., Don S., Ed Ho.,

Judi R., Mark L., Polly C. (late), and Ted S. All of them (except
Polly C.) sold the 0Old Mole and gave out the Sept. 19, 1973 United
Secretariat Chile Statement. Only AnneMarie C., Judi R., and Ted. S.,
were assigned to attend the demonstration. Comrade Brian approached
each comrade present, including those not assigned to the demon-
stration, to take branch assignments of Literature. Mark L., when
approached, refused. When the Branch Organizer spoke to him, he
replied that he could not find his name on the assignment sheet which
was attached to the City Letter of May 7, 1974. After the Organizer
spoke to him he did take Militants at the demonstration.

I called E4 Ho. aside and we discussed the phone conversation
we had on May 10, 1974 re the special Executive Committee meeting.
Ed Ho. stated that he did not know what the Branch motion meant,
and felt that he was not violating the motion by selling the 0ld Mole.
Don S. was present during this discussion with Ed Ho. The members of
the Internationalist Tendency continued selling the 0ld Mole and
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distributing the Chile statement despite the fact that they were
asked just to sell the SWP press.

On May 12, 1974 I reported the events of the Demonstration to
the Executive Committee. The Minutes of the Executive Committee
meeting are self-explanatory.

Comradely,

s/Pearl Chertov
Chicago Branch Organizer
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Excerpt from Minutes of Chicago Executive Committee, 5/12/74

(Information)Prior to our major interventions in Chile
actions 4/29th and 5/11th, the E.C. recommended and
Branch approved the sale of the Militant, YS, ISR, IP,
Pathfinder Lit., USLA press & buttons as the tools of
propaganda to be used in Chicago. On both occasions
comrades of the IT sold copies of the 0ld Mole. Leaders
of the tendency here were personally approached on the
first occasion by the Organizer to no avail. The
Organizer then discussed by phone the situation with the
IT comrade on E.C. also to no avail. The suggestion by
the Organizer to call a special E.C. mtg. before 5/11

to clarify the Branch decision was rejected by the IT
comrade on the E.C.

Disc.--Ed Hof. request for 10 min to reply, denied--vote
for-1, opposed-2. Recommendation to request an
extension when needed, not opposed.

In responding to the report on activity of IT sales,
Ed Hof. indicated that there had been instances in
the past when no objection was made to Branch
comrades selling periodicals of other sections. He
reiterated the motions in the E.C. and Branch mtgs.
relating to our Chile interventions and stated that
the entire tendency nor he personally felt that
these motions as passed prevented the tendency from
selling the 0ld Mole. IHe said, in addition, the
tendency would not be persuaded to stop distributing
the 9/19/73% statement of Un. Sec. (F.I.) or stop
selling publications of any section they choose unless
or until they received in writing a prohibitive
statement signed by Branch Organizers especially;
this statement would be copied and circulated to

TEC majority.

Further discussion clarified the position of the E.C. on sales
as part of a planned national campaign in which the Branch

is participating and pointed out the area of disagreement

by IT comrades with Branch sales activity as a whole to be

a national question. Lack of participation by the tendency in
assigned sales was also discussed. In reply, Ed Hof., stated
that the tendency felt that phone calls received as reminders
of assignments were simply harassment by the party majority.
(Statement by Ed Hof. will be received and attached later).
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Chicago

June 16, 1974

SWP National Office
14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

Dear Comrades:

I have been requested by the Organizer to inform you
of a second instance of an organized decision to violate
the discipline of the Chicago Branch by comrades of the
Internationalist Tendency, similar to that which occurred
on May 11.

Two activities were called by the Chicago Committee
‘in Defense of Human Rights in the Soviet Union, a group
we have been working with: an open forum Friday eve-
ning and a demonstration on Saturday. At the May 28
branch meeting, we discussed and planned our interven-
tion. All comrades were urged to attend the forum Fri-
day night. The branch projected that, in addition to an
intervention at the demonstration and sending several
comrades into the region to petition, we would attempt
to reach our goal of selling 700 copies of The Militant.
In order to accomplish this, all comrades were given
assignments either at the demonstration or at sales lo-
cations throughout the city, and asked to contact the
organizer or press director if they were unable to fill
their assignments. Materials and press to be part of .the
intervention were specified. Comrades who were assigned
to the demonstration were to attend a fraction meeting
Saturday morning at the headquarters. This was unani-
mously approved by the branch and no objections were
raised by any of the members of the Internationalist Ten-
dency present at the meeting.

No comrades of the L T. attended the Friday forum.
However, at the Saturday demonstration, comrades of
the I. T., who had been assigned to other sales locations,
attended the demonstration and sold the Old Mole and
Inprecor. These were: John B., Ed Ho., Annemarie and
Kathy M. Two other I. T. members, Debbie P. and Don
S., had been contacted by the press director Saturday
morning to confirm their assignments. When they told
her that they would be unable to make their sales as-
signments, she told them to go the demonstration and
sell The Militant. They did attend the demonstration, but
concentrated on sales of the Old Mole or Inprecor, which

were not a part of the organized branch intervention.
I. T. members did accept copies of The Militant when
asked, but concentrated on the Old Mole or Inprecor.
The I.T. comrades who took The Militant each turned
in a quarter for one copy of The Militant. None attend-
ed the fraction meeting.

At the executive committee meeting following the dem-
onstration, Ed Ho. made it clear that the members of
the I. T. had made a conscious decision to ignore the
decisions of the branch and to organize their own inter-
vention. He stated that no comrade of the I. T. had been
assigned to the demonstration and that it had appeared
to them to be a totally unprincipled exclusion of the Ten-
dency. He further stated, "If we accede to the party ma-
jority's definition of discipline, we are not going to get
out the line of the International. Our responsibility is
to get out the majority line of the International and we
are not going to permit any kind of branch discipline
to get in the way of it."

We pointed out that no comrade of the L. T. had raised
any objection to the assignments prior to the demonstra-
tion. Nor had Ed Ho., who was present at both the ex-
ecutive committee and the branch meeting, requested that
assignments be changed. In fact, the two comrades who
were contacted at the initiative of the press director, were
asked to attend the demonstration to sell Militants. Instead,
the L T. comrades had ignored their assignments and
chosen to organize their own intervention. We also point-
ed out, as we had previously, that it was not the "line
of the International” but the right of the branch to or-
ganize interventions and function in a disciplined man-
ner that was at issue.

These events were reported and discussed at the branch
meeting of 6/4/74. The minutes of that meeting are self-
explanatory. The charges made at the meeting that mem-
bers of the I. T. are given only menial assignments are
easily dismissed by actually examining the assignments
that have been made in the branch. In fact, members
of the L. T. have been asked to accept assignments in
practically every area of branch work: the educational
committee, forums, press, campaign, USLA, CLUW, etc.

Comradely,
s/ Pat Grogan
Chicago Branch
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V1. Material Related to
Unauthorized Internationalist

| Tendency Work
with Groups and Individuals
Outside the SWP and YSA
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Unauthorized IT Intervention in the
National Conference of the Attica Brigade

P. O. Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, N.Y. 10003
June 24, 1974

National Control Commaission
Socialist Workers Party
New York

Dear Comrades,

I was in Iowa City, Iowa, June 14-17 on national as-
signment to coordinate the joint intervention by the SWP
and YSA into the Attica Brigade National Convention.
This intervention consisted of sales activities and indi-
vidual contact work. In addition, arrangements had been
made to place observers within the conference itself. For
security reasons, these arrangements were made in as
discreet a manner as possible directly in collaboration
with the organizers of party branches and YSA locals
involved.

Comrades from St. Louis, Iowa City; and New York
participated in the sales intervention. For serious tac-
tical reasons we decided to discontinue our intervention
Saturday afternoon. The fraction was unanimous in reach-
ing this decision.

At an informal social gathering Saturday night I met

" comrdde Mark Lobato and another comrade who is a

member of the Internationalist Tendency in Chicago but
whose name I do not know. Neither one of the comrades
had functioned as part of the SWP and YSA interven-
tion at the Attica Brigade convention. They had not car-
ried out. sales as part of the fraction nor participated
in the meetings of the fraction.

Comrade Bob Fellsing of the Iowa City YSA and also
a member of the IT informed me that the two Chicago
comrades were in town at the request of the Iowa City
local executive committee to help with the intervention
into the Attica Brigade conference. At the social gather-
ing P explained the decisions that the fraction had reached
about our intervention to the two Chicago comrades.

The Iowa City e.c. request was not routed through
the YSA National Office as is customary. Nor was the
YSA N.O. informed that such a request had been made
by either the Chicago local or branch.

Comradely,

s/ Jose G. Perez
Y SA National Office

June 18

I saw Mark Lobato and Larry Nowicki at the Attica
Brigade Convention at Iowa City, Iowa, on June 15,

1974.

I also saw Mark Lobato on Sunday, June 16,

1974. There was also a third person with Mark and
Larry that I did not recognize.

Dale Garee

[Dale Garee was assigned by the Chicago SWP on re-
quest of the YSA N. O. to attend Attica Brigade conven-

tion.]
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Unauthorized IT Work with the
Puerto Rican Socialist Party of New York

[On June 23, 1974, the Control Commission received
the following letter from Doug Jenness, New York City
SWP Local organizer. Later that day, in a meeting with
two members of the Control Commission, Bill Massey
denied having taken part in the meeting with Alfredo
Lopez described below.]

To Control Commission:

On March 25, 1974, Comrade Dick Roberts informed
me of a discussion he had with Alfredo Lopez. Lopéz
is a political committee member of the Puerto Rican So-
cialist Party's U.S. section and is a prominent spokes-
man of the PSP. Roberts reported that:

"I had about a 45 minute talk with Alfredo Lopez yes-
terday.

"At the end of the discussion he told me—and he seemed
to be somewhat embarrassed about it—that he was go-
ing to have a meeting with Massey last night. He is ob-
viously familiar with the debate in the F.I. He thought
we should throw Massey out for factionalism and said
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that they were carrying on 'international factionalism.'
But he said he wanted to know what happened at the
World Congress and seemed to believe he could find out
from Bill."

I asked Comrade Ivan to check with Lopez to deter-
mine if this meeting took place.

Lopez informed him that the meeting took place and
that Comrade Hedda Garza was also present. Accord-
ing to Lopez the meeting lasted about 30 minutes. He
said he wanted to learn more about the World Congress,
but that Comrades Massey and Garza wanted to learn
more about the PSP.

Massey and Garza never reported this meeting to me
or any other New York Local Executive Committee mem-
ber. All relations between the SWP and the PSP are un-
der the direction of the New York Local Executive Com-
mittee.

s/ Doug Jenness
June 23, 1974



Unauthorized Work in the Emergency
Committee to Defend Democracy in Chile
in San Jose, California

June 23
To the Control Commission:

1. Enclosed are letters received from Glenda Horton,
organizer at the San Jose YSA and Armen, a member
of the S.F. YSA and SWP.

2. I call attention to the fact that at meetings of the
S.F. Executive Committee and S.F. branch, we approved
a formal policy of approach to the Emergency Committee
to Defend Democracy in Chile, a C.P. dominated group

) May 31, 1974
Comrades,

I have some information concerning the activities of
some members of the Internationalist Tendency in San
Jose. Two of these comrades are in the SF branch, and
one is a member of the San Jose local.

On May 8 we had an USLA forum at San Jose State.
A member of the Emergency Committee to Defend Democ-
racy in Chile attended. He told me that H. (of the SJ
YSA), J. and J. (of SF SWP) regularly attended meetings
of the ECDDC. H. had permission to attend as an ob-
server, J and J had been told by the S.F. organizer that
they were not to take part in the ECDDC.

May 4, 1974 -

The following happened at the Socialist Workers '74
campaign rally in San Jose, on May 4, 1974.

1. Upon arriving at the hall where the rally was being
held, I noticed that Bill Massey and H. (S.J. YSA comrade)
were handling the refreshments counter. On one corner
of the counter Bill Massey and H. had set up a liter-
ature display. Their literature corner was made of four
publications: (a) The Militant, (b) Old Mole, (c) Statutes
of Fourth International (IMG pamphlet), (d) Chile News-
letter (published by NICH and in San Jose distributed
by Emergency Committee To Defend Democracy in Chile—
ECDDC). About 10 or 15 minutes later Bill Massey hand-
ed the Chile Newsletters to two women apparently from
the Chile Defense Committee (ECDDC). Later upon the
request of one comrade (either John H. from San Jose
or Tom T. for Oakland-Berkeley) the rest of the liter-
ature was moved to the main literature table.

2. Later whenJ. and G. (both San Francisco comrades)
came to the rally I noticed that J. had a bundle of Old
Moles that he put away after seeing that the literature
table had a bundle already.

3. J.,, G. and H. immediately formed a caucus with
the two women from ECDDC. Their conversation lasted
over 15 minutes, and later they werejoined by Bill Massey.
My impression was that they all were close friends or had
worked together.

in the San Jose area.

3. The fraternization with and participation in this
group by members of the LT. in the S.F. branch has
not been authorized by the branch nor has the branch
leadership been informed by them of their participation
in this group (ECDDC).

Comradely,
s/ Steve Chainey _
S.F. SWP organizer

A few days prior to this a member of the Radical Stu-
dent Union at SIS told Tom T., regional organizer, that
H. had explained to her why USLA was incorrect in not
supporting the fourth demand for the May 11 Chile dem-
onstrations. We held a special executive committee meet-
ing with H. to discuss this incident and his participation
in the ECDDC. He agreed not to repeat the breach of
discipline and the local subsequently voted against any
further participation in the ECDDC.

Comradely,
s/ Glenda Horton
San Jose organizer

4. At this point the two women from ECDDC started
selling the Chile Newsletter.

5. After buying a copy of the Newsletter and asking
the two women if they knew J., they said sure, J. and
H. work with their committee (ECDDC).

6. When I was talking withthetwowomenfrom ECDDC,
Thurston and Vaughn (both from San Francisco) joined
and we started a discussion about the "fourth point” (sup-
port to the resistance). At this point Bill Massey also
joined into our discussion. I had to leave the discussion
for about 5 or 10 minutes and when I came back Bill
Massey was talking about the International's discipline
and political line on the resistance question versus the
party's (SWP) discipline and political line. I am not sure
of Bill's exact words nor the context of his point. During
this last stage ofthediscussion thetwowomen from ECDDC
were also present.

7. Later when I was talking with Glenda H. (San
Jose YSA organizer) she also mentioned that H. and
J. were working with ECDDC.

Worried that comrades were obviously breaking disci-
pline, I mentioned the above incidents to Steve C., and
he asked me to submit a written report.

Armen
San Francisco SWP
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Unauthorized Work with the Revolutionary
Marxist Collective in San Francisco

- and Oakland-Berkeley

On June 24, 1974 the control commission received the
following information about unauthorized political - col-
laboration between Garth, a member of the San Fran-
cisco branch of the SWP and the Revolunonary Marx-
ist Collective.

We spoke to comrade Y. in Oakland-Berkeley, who
had been assigned by the SWP branch organizer to find
out about the political activites of the RMC. She told
us that she had been informed by the RMC that a meeting
of an RMC study circle was scheduled to take place on

June 23. It was made clear to her that the meeting was

not open to the public, but only by special invitation.
She was given the time and. address of the meeting. She
conveyed this information to Cindy Burke, acting or-
ganizer of the Oakland-Berkeley branch.

_June 24, 1974

I attended a meeting of the Chile Solidarity Committee
in San Francisco on April 18. At that meeting, a person
who identified himself as Jim Collins stated that he was
a member of the Revolufionary Marxist Collective. I re-
member meeting Collins this past summer at the SWP
convention in Oberlin. ‘At that time, he identified him-
self as an American who had gone to Britain where he had
joined the IMG. Collins now denies ever having been a
member of any of the sections of the Fourth International.

On April 27 in Berkeley at a meeting called to plan the
May 11 Chile solidarity demonstration Bill Massey, a
member of the Chicago branch, approached me and in-
formed me that he was on a leave of absence from his
branch. He asked if he could attend the meeting. I said
yes. During part of the meeting he sat next:to me. I no-

June 23, 1974
To the Control Commission:
Enclosed is a leaflet distributed by a newly formed
Bay Area group calling itself the Revolutionary Marxist
Collective. This group has approximately 8 members,

including some who were formerly members of the YSA-

and SWP. On Saturday, June 22, at a Bay Area meeting
to protest the Chilean junta, the RMC had a literature
table which included the following: Inprecor, Old Mole,
International, a hand-out on American politics by Brett
Smiley, and an IMG pamphlet on Chile by Tariq Ali

Cindy Burke told us that upon receiving - this infor-
mation, three comrades were assigned to observe the meet-
ing: Cindy Burke, Roger Rudinstein of San Francisco,
and John Votava of Oakland-Berkeley. They arrived too
late to see people go into the meeting, but waited outside
until the meeting was .over, two and a half hours later.
They observed that the people 'who had been present
in the meeting came out together. There were five or six
RMCers, and with them was Garth. Anne Chester and
Barbara Matson spoke with Linda Nordquist, the acting
organizer of the San Francisco SWP. She stated that she
had not been informed of Comrade Garth's intention of
attending the Revolutionary Marxist Collective's study
group in advance of the meeting. Neither had she received

‘a report from Comrade Garth after the RMC study circle

had met.

ticed Collins was sitting in front of me and I asked Mas-
sey if he knew him. He responded thathe might know Col-
lins and asked me if I did. I said that I had met him last
summer in Oberlin. Massey smiled and nodded; he then
asked me if it was all right for him to talk with Collins.

T said yes.

Later on in the day another comrade in our branch
said that he had seen Collins and Massey in an anim ated
discussion following the meeting. Although I have talked
with Massey on-a number of occasions after that con-
versation he has never informed me of its contents. The

.RMC has never approached the SWP and asked us to
“have any kind of political collaboration.

- s/Jeff Powers -
Oakland-Berkeley organizer

Seymour Kramer, a member of the group who staffed
the table, said the RMC considers itself a sympathizing
group of the Fourth International. However, neither the
San Francisco branch, nor to my knowledge the SWP

‘national office, has ever been approached formally or

informally by any member of the RMC to discuss any
form of political collaboration with the SWP.

Comradely,
s/Steve Chainey
S.F. SWP organizer
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ABOUT OUR GROUP

The authors of thils pamphlet are a newly formed group of
revolutionary militants in the Berkeley - San Francisco area.
Our participation in the political struggles of the last decade
has convinced us of the importance of revolutionary organization.
The Anerican roialigt movement lacks many things, but it does not
lack 1ts "share" of collectives, leagues, unions, and parties
all claiming to be that organization or at least its
sturdy foundations. Yet 1f we 1look at the real character of thelr
work, 1n for example an area as central as solidarity with the
Chilean reuiotance, we 3ce how flimgy these claims really are.

We do not hold these grouplings morally reuponuible for their
shortcomings. In many ways they are a reflection of the political
confusions of the working class they are aspliring to lead. What
we do criticize them for is their consistent failure tc study
and assimilate the experience of the workers and revolutionary
movements in other countries and in particular the rich experience
of the European revolutionaries beginning with May 1968 in France.

Our group, which is smaller than , most and not free of this
debilitating American "firstiom," still sces a place for itself
in that we are consciously trying to overcome this deficiency.

We hope that the analysis that we have presented on the Chilean
revolution and the movements underway internationally to defend,
nourish, and sustain it will indicate this and prepare the way
for a needed internationalization of discussion among American
militants. -

The activities of our group at the present time are concen-
trated on the vital work of solidarity with the Chilean resistance.
Our actions in the solidarlity movement and the ideas and positions
we bring to i1t are directly inspired by the activities of the
solidarity movements in Western Europe and Canada. In particular,
we have been influenced by the work of the militants in seections
of the Fourth International such as the former Communist League
in France (now banned but organized around the paper Rouge), the
International Marxist Group in Britain, and the Revolutionary
Marxist Group - Groupe Marxiste Revolutionnaire in Canada and Quebec.
Both the general analysis of this pamphlet and nmuch of its ‘factual
materlal are taken from the various newspapers -and magazines of the
Fourth International, papers which we intend to distribute regularly.

At present, our members in Berkeley are working 4ir the
NICH. Comrades in San Francilsco are trying to set up a viable
Chile Solidarity Cormittee there.

Readers of this pamphlet who would like to know more about

our perspectives on Chile solidarity work or more general questions
should contact us at the following number: call San Franecisco 282-4518

REVOLUTIONARY MARXIST COLLECTIVE
(San Francisco ~ Berkeley)
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Unauthorized Work with Various
Opponent Groups in Minneapolis

[This letter is one of several from Mary Hillery concern-
ing the activities of IT members in Minneapolis. In one
of the other letters, she reported that Jeff M., a member of

the IT in the Minneapolis branch, acknowledged being
part of the Selby-Dale Freedom Brigade's study-classes. "

The Selby-Dale Freedom Bngade is one of the groups
co-sponsoring the meeting referred to in Mary Hillery's
letter below.] -

25 University Ave. 'S.E. .
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
May 20, 1974

SWP N.O.
New York

Dear Comrades,

This letter is to-inform you of the displeasure felt by
the Minneapolis branch concerning the recent visit of a
member of the Revolutionary Marxist Group of Canada.
The ‘RMG, we have been told, is a sympathizing section’
of -the Fourth International, yet this group sent one of
their people here to speak on Chile sponsored by several
groups who are opponents of the Socialist Workers Party.

The Twin Cities Branch was requested to co-sponsor
the meeting of Peter Danson from the RMG. Peter Danson
did not make the request. The réquest came from a mem-
ber of the Class Struggle League, a group of six people,
formerly members of the SWP who are now calling for
the formation of a Fifth International.

The SWP sometimes co-sponsors meetings built by our
opponents but only when it is in the interests of a united
front we may be working in or if a meeting would also
include the SWP's point of view. This meeting was spon-
sored by the Class Struggle League, Progressive Labor
Party, SDS and the Selby-Dale Freedom Brigade— all
opponents with whom we were at the time working over

~ the May 11 Chile demonstration. All these opponents

had done everything in their power to destroy the politi-
cal-prisoner emphasis of the coalition; had done every-
thing in their power to destroy the coalition itself, includ-
ing physical threats if Progressive Labor Party did not
get a speaker at the rally.

Peter Danson made no attempt to contact the SWP him-
self and request co-sponsorship or at least inform us of
his visit and its purpose. He chose rather to serve our
opponents and their sectarian approach to the Chile dem-
onstration. He spoke at Macalester College on May 2

"to. an .audience of about ten sectarian opponents from

the above-mentioned groups:

This not-so-public meeting is nonetheless a public in-
sult to the Fourth International -and a maligning of the
word "Comrade” which the opponents freely tossed around
in referring to Danson's relationship with the SWP. The
executive committee of the Twin:Cities branch feels the
above incidents are severe enough to be relayed to the
United Secretariat. We hope the national office has enough
information here to do as you see fit.

Comradely, |
s/Mary Hillery
Minneapolis SWP Organizer
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Unauthorized Work with Various
Opponent Groups in Madison, Wisconsin

Young Socialist Alliance
Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, N.Y. 10003
June 27, 1974

Control Commission
Socialist Workers Party
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Comrades,

Over the past several months the YSA National Execu-
tive Committee has collected substantial’ material concern-
ing infractions of YSA discipline by mémbers of the In-
ternationalist Tendency. We believe that one series of such

indisciplined actions may be of particular relevance to

the recently convened Control Commission of the Social-

ist Workers Party since it directly involves members of

both the YSA and the SWP.:
On May 8, our office received two letters from Com-

rade James Levitt, organizer of the Madison, Wisconsin,
YSA local.

speare, also of the Madisorn local.

In these two communications, Comrade Levitt descnbes
two separate external activities on the Madison campus
in which IT members of the local—in conjunction with
at-large SWP members Pat and Martha Quinn — intervened
unilaterally, behind the backs of the local and its elected
leadership bodies and with no consultation or direction

from the local as to tactical orientation.or political in-

tervention.
The first letter cites IT activity in connection with a

The first letter was dated May 1; the second-
was dated May 2 and co-signed by Comrade ‘Ted Shake»

support rally in solidarity with the striking Hortonville
teachers, and briefly notes IT participation in building
a May Day Chile forum sponsored by the Community
Action for Latin America (CALA). The second letter goes
into more detail about the IT's activity around the Chile
forum. )

Comrade Levitt summarized the violations. of discipline
noted in his first letter in the following manner:

"Let me briefly run down what the IT"ers have done this
week: 1. Built a rally behind the backs of the local, going
so far as to consciously, by omission of details in con-
versations, try to keep us in the dark. The Ad Hoc Com-
mittee [to support the Hortonville strikers] was clearly
under Quinn's leadership. It contacted the Spartacist
League, but not the YSA. 2. At the rally, Mark K. coun-
terposed selling Old Mole to our press. 3. Boycotted or
managed to coincidentally be absent from E.C. meeting,
local educational, local meeting, YSA forum. 4. Built

. a forum for another organization (CALA) without even

contacting the organizer, at the same time that we were
trying to build a YSA forum.”

In the letter of May 2, after the Chile forum, Levitt
and Ted Shakespeare continue:

"When this last episode is added to the tendency actions
reported in my previous letter, what results is a picture
of a faction operating completely independent of the YSA
for over a week, intentionally keeping the elected leader-
ship of the Madison local in the dark."

Comradely,
.8/ Rich Finkel
- YSA National Secretary
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Unauthorized Work with the Baltimore
- Marxist Group and Chile Resistance

Committee

1345 E St,, N.W. 4th FIr

D.C. 20004

(received in SWP national of-
fice May 20, 1974)

Lew Jones
SWP/NO

14 Charles Lane
NYC 10014

Dear Lew,

A new group has emerged in Baltimore that makes
some claims that we would like some clarification on.

First, what we know of them. The three main people
involved are all former members of the YSA, Rick E.
was also in the party. They resigned several years ago,
Rick in his resignation letter outlined that his differences
with the SWP on the antiwar movement, nationalism and
the Middle East made it necessary to resign from the
party. Michel Sidman in his letter of resignation from
the YSA stated that the SWP was not Trotskyist, that
it is a centrist organization like the POUM in Spain, that
the SWP and the YSA are pseudo-Internationalists, and
that the "real comrades” of the 4th International have a
clear position on the Mideast. He also stated that he re-
mained within the Fourth International and loyal to the
United Secretariat. Michel and Janice (the 3rd main mem-
ber of the BMG) returned to France for a year and some
months, meanwhile Rick had joined is. After Michel and
Janice returned last summer, a group called the Red Circle
emerged in D.C., very small. Michel explained to a com-
rade last September who inquired about the Red Circle
that it was a group that agrees with the ex-Ligue Com-
muniste and with the IEC Majority. We thought it strange
for such a group to emerge making such a description
of itself. In that period they attended a few forums of
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ours and had several of their own, one on Chile.

They then moved to Baltimore and the next time we
saw them at the impeachment demonstration they were
the Baltimore Marxist Group. At that demonstration sev-
eral IT members spent the, majority of their time sitting
with the BMG members instead of working hard to sell
our press as the rest of us were doing. Both IT and BMG
members were selling the Red Weekly atthatdemonstration.

The next contact with them was at the Chile demonstra-
tion on May 11 where they distributed a leaflet with the
statement of the United Secretariat on Chile, signed by the
Chile Resistance Committee. Again, IT members sat with
them and both IT and BMG members sold the Old Mole,
paper of the Canadian RMG. An independent told me that
he had been told by the BMG that they were a "sympathiz-
ing group of the Fourth International.”

This whole matter raises a lot of questions. When did
the BMG become a "sympathizing group?” We were not
aware that such a group existed here. Is it now policy
for the IT, along with a group not affiliated like the BMG,
to sell the Old Mole at public functions? Is there a group
besides the SWP that acts in fraternal agreement with the
Fourth International here?

Comradely,
s/ Bitsy Myers
Washington D.C. SWP Organizer

[Note: On June 23, 1974, Bitsy Myers informed the Con-
trol Commission of other similar activities by the ITers
in Washington, D.C. and added that "at no time, how-
ever, has the branch asked any of the ITers to establish
any relationship with the Baltimore Marxist Group, nor
have the ITers ever approached the branch leadership
about the BMG."]



SUPPORT THE RESISTANCE

Excerpts from a statement of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International

With the defeat of the Bolivian working class in August 1971,
Chile became the principal center of the class struﬁvle in Latin
America. The international revolutionary movement followed events
in Chile knowing that a test of strength was inevitable. This
test of strencth--nrepared by increasingly bitter partial con-.
frontations and foreshadowed by the unsuccessful coup of June 29--
came dramatically on September ll. The armed forces launched a
criminal attack on the working class, its organizations, and its
long-standing and newly won gains, an attack against the most
basic democratic rishts. This new manifestation of the barbarism
of the so-called national ruling classes and imperialism has been
marked by the death of tens of thousands in Santiago and other
parts of the country. Once again these rulers have shown--through
rivers of blood--that all polltlcal, judicial, and human considera-
tions are subordinate to the ferocious and intransigent defense
of their threatened interests. .

Once again there has been a tragic confirmation of the danger
to humanity which capitalism represents: once again a confirmation
of .the snamefully mystified nature of the "principles" and “values"
of a society of exploitation and oppression! Once again a con-
firmation of the catastrophic consequences for the working class
that lurk behind the illusory and irresponsible perspectlve of a

pgaceful" and "democratic" transition to socialism in a world in
which for more than half a .century there have been on all conti-
nents local and generalized, wars;'ﬂevolutlonarv co’vulgions, bloody
repressions, and fascist and military dictatorships!

The Chilean events demonstrate just how illusory is the per-
spective of a "democratic, anti-oligarchic, and anti-imperialist
staze"” of the revolution in which.the national bourgeoisie can
participate, from the standpoint both of objective facts and of
political possibilities. No bourgeoisie can zo beyond absolutely
limited reforms or attack the basic interests of imperialism.
Further, no bourzeoisie.is inclined to move even to a reformist
course unless it is assured of being able to strictly control the
process and to crush any independent dynamic of the mass movement.
The Peruvian military regime is a classic illustration of this,

The Chilean events show that labor reformism, even under broadly
favorable conditions, leads rapidly to an impasse. Even the reforms
actually carried out will be challenged and emptied of all content
unless they are generalized. Such a generalization leads inevi-
tably to a threshold that cannot be crossed without breaking the
mechanism of the capitalist system itself. And ifurther partial
measures attack many bourgeois interests without destroyul:r them;
they inevitably provoke reactions by forces that continue to
command powerful resources and allies., Once aszain, it has been
proven that the petty bourgeoisie cannot be won over by a con-
ciliationist attitude; an anti-capitalist perspective must be
offered to combat in the most determined fashion the maneuvers
of the ruling class.
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.T@e Chilean events show the absurdity of the plan of a tran-
sition to socialisa without the destruction of ithe entirs state
apparatus, the apparatus that the rulinz class has orzganized
and structured to be-as efficient as possible in guaranteeing
the maintenance of its system of exploitation and oppression.

This is not to deny the tactical need -to utilize every leral
?0931b111tv or o exploit exceptional circwastances such as

‘wiose created by the elegtions of Sentember 4, 1970, in Chile.
What must be understood is the dbsolute and ursent necessity,

in a situation of mass revolutionary unsurze, of building rivo-
lutlonary orzans of proletarian democracy, elements of dual power,
instruments of strugzle for the conguest of pnover, and embryos

of qualitatively new political structures of a workers state that
will issue from the revolution,

. And finally, the Chilean events show once again that the pre-
mise that it is possible to overthrow the capitalist regime without
revolutionary violence, without.armed struz-le, is the most shame-
ful of mystifications and the nost suicidal of illusions. It is
of primary necessity to understand that when the crucial moment
of the confrontation for power comes, armed conflict, independent
of the specific forces involved, is inevitable in every case and
that, to repeat Lenin's expression, "the military question is the
central political guestion."

The workine class must systematically prepare itself within
such a perspective, rejecting all spontaneist illusions and un-
derstandins the necessity, on this point too, of centralized
action. It must understand that a purely defensive attitude pre-
pares defeat when the crucial time arrives, and it must seize the
initiative from the enemy.

The defeat suffered by the Chilean working class is serious.
The situation, however, is not irretrievable. The ruling junta
is facing increasing economic difficulties-~-the effective rate of
inflation since Sevntember 11 has been over 500%--, its political
base amon® the petty bourgeoisie is erodingz, and the economic
strugzles of the masses are resuminz, althoush still in a frag-
mentary way. Therefore vhat is necessary is that the revolutionary
vanzuard rezroup its forces, organize the resistance, and give
confidence to the masses in preparation for new battles.

We, as part of a Chile Resistance Committee, are in solidarity
with those who are organizing the revolutionary struggle against
the junta. We believe that everyone concerned about endinz the
nightmare in Chile should provide material support to these re-
sistance forces. The CRC is linked to Chile Solidarity in Great
Britain and Canada and Comites Chili in France, Belgium, and
Switzerland. ‘:e maintain contacts with groups in Chile which are
part of the resistance forces, and any funds which we receive are
used to suvport these groups.

THE RESISTANCE NEEDS YOUR HELP!!! %
For more information call the CRC in Baltimore at 338-0750,

Contributions should be sent Chile Resistance Committee, Box 94, |
Baltimore, Maryland 212 03.
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VII. Report on Attendance at
Internationalist Tendency National

Conference by Non-Member of
Either the SWP or the YSA

The report in the Internationalist Tendency Newsletter
of June 6 1974, states that nine people from Washington,
D.C. attended the IT national conference. From infor-
mation provided to the Control Commission by Bitsy
Myers, Washington, D.C. SWP organizer, we learned that
there are a total of only eight members of the IT in the
YSA and SWP in the Washington, D.C. area. We asked
Bitsy Myers if she could check out the causes of this dis-
crepancy.

On June 26, 1974 she telephoned Gus Horowitz and
Barbara Matson and stated that she had held a con-
versation with D.M., who is not a member of the SWP
or the YSA. Nor is he a member of any section or sympa-
thizing section of the Fourth International. D.M. told her
about the conference of the IT, indicating that he had
been present at it, and that he was familiar with what
had happened there. He was politically familiar with the
internal debate in the SWP. Bitsy Myers also informed
us that the Washington, D.C. branch of the SWP had
never at any time decided to give internal bulletins to
D.M.,, or to inform him of the internal debate in the SWP
or in the world Trotskyist movement. Furthermore, the
Internationalist Tendency had never proposed to the
branch that D.M. be permitted to receive internal discus-
sion bulletins of the Socialist Workers Party or of the
Fourth International.

On June 29th, we received further confirmation of D.M.’s
attendance at the IT conference.

Dita C., a member of the Washington, D.C. branch of
the SWP, reported the following to us: On June 3, with
the approval of the Washington, D.C. SWP branch leader-
ship, she attended a meeting of an independent Marxist
study group. She was the only member of the SWP or
YSA present at this meeting. Eight other people were
present, including D.M. During the discussion, several
people spoke with D.M. about the conference D.M. had
attended in Chicago the previous weekend. D.M. told one
of them, S., that he had seen a friend of S.'s from Houston
at the conference. The person from Houston whose name
was mentioned by D.M. is a member of the IT. At the
time, Dita C. did not know what conference D.M. was
talking about.
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VIII. Statements by Bill Massey

and John Barzman,
Internationalist Tendency Leaders

Report on Discussion Between Bill
Massey, John Barzman and Two Control
Commission Members, Gus Horowitz
and Barbara Matson

The discussion began on an informal basis with Bill
Massey after the plenum session on the World Movement
had been completed. John Barzman joined us shortly.
Both Barzman and Massey asked about the purpose and
extent of the Control Commission investigation. We re-
ferred them to the motion passed by the National Commit-
tee on June 20, 1974. (Both Barzman and Massey had
been present during the session of the National Commit-
tee plenum at which that motion had been passed, and
Bill Massey stated to us that they had heard the motion.)
‘"We pointed out that the Control Commission would de-
termine the nature and extent of its investigation. As we
pursued the questioning, Massey stated that this could
not be considered a meeting of the Control Commission,
since none of us had tape recorders. We stated that tape
recorders were not necessary, and that this discussion
could be considered an official meeting.

We asked Bill Massey if he was the coordinator of the
Internationalist Tendency and could beconsidered a spokes-
man for it. He said yes. We asked if the IT had a steer-
ing committee or other leadership body. Neither Barzman
nor -Massey would answer this question, although we
asked it twice during our discussion. Massey told us that

he would "think about" the question. We asked Massey
if he was still a member of the steering committee of the
IMT. He said yes. We told him that Mary-Alice Waters
had reported to us that she had seen him in Brussels
a few weeks ago (she had told us earlier that the date
was May 22, 1974). He stated that he had not seen her,
but that he had been in Brussels around that time. We
asked if he had attended a meeting of the IMT steering
committee. John Barzman responded that Massey had
been there for a meeting of an IMT leadership body,
not the IMT steering committee, but "another body."

We told Massey that Doug Jenness, New York Local
organizer of the SWP, had informed us that he had re-
ceived information that earlier in the year Bill Massey
and Hedda Garza had held a discussion with Alfredo
Lopez of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party of New York.
We asked Massey if he had ever had a discussion with
Lopez. He said no. Massey and Barzman then informed
us that they were planning to write a letter to the Polit-
ical Committee concerning the Control Commission in-
vestigation.

June 23, 1974
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Excerpts from Remarks by John Barzman
to Socialist Workers Party National
Committee Plenum, June 1974

I want to conclude with the general attitude of the IMT
towards the building of an international leadership and
towards the IT in the United States. The IMT leadership
had requested in earnest that the LTF assign top cadre
to work in the center in order to deal with the day-to-day
work as it came up and in order to enhance the process
of collaboration on different projects. The LTF has hem-
med and hawed on this. The LTF-dominated groups
which are legally allowed to affiliate to the International
had pledged to raise their financial contributions and we
of the IT are very sensitive to that because that is one of
the reasons that we have been forced to cut our sustainer
to the Socialist Workers Party, because the Socialist Work-
ers Party has not been urging these groups to contribute
to the International, not even a formal one-siXteenth way
of giving one-sixteenth of their dues. But with different
systems of dues and sustainers and special funds it is
even more ridiculous, the kind of contributions being made.
The LTF —no group of the LTF is contributing to the
international financially.

Finally, the attitude toward the Internationalist Ten-
dency in this country is very revealing. There apparently
was some kind of decision to allow comrades of the In-
ternationalist Tendency to get onto local executive com-
mittees because they were on only in one branch prior to
the World Congress, in Houston. After the World Con-
gress they somehow magically got on in Los Angeles,

Oakland, Chicago and New York. Nothing was done fo

follow this up; a completely factional attitude was main-
tained. )

And now a Control Commission has been called to
investigate charges that we admit having done. There is
no need for a Control Commission; there is nothing that
we challenge in the allegations. We have stated that we
have sold the International press and that we have handed
out statements of the International and that we consider
that this is defending the line of the International, it's
not substituting for the leadership in carrying out inter-
ventions and that we have the right to do this. What is
there to investigate? This is the International's organiza-
tional pressure suit. Members of the International have
the right to defend the line of the International. They
have the right to sell the press of the International; this is
what we have been doing. We are not talking about is-
sues that have not been settled by the International. We're

talking about issues where the International has called for
a specific campaign, a campaign of solidarity with the
Chilean resistance. We defend this position of the Inter-
national, this campaign of the International. This is what
we are being attacked for, this what the Control Com-
mission has been called for. ’

1 don't think there has been a Control Commission in
the history of the party which has not ended in an ex-
pulsion. So there's nothing to be challenged. If there's to
be an expulsion, let's hear it right now. See, what's actual-
ly taking place is that there's some blackmailing going
on, that the norms are not being followed, that pressures
on the IT is being used as a bargaining tool to black-
mail the International. The Control Commission is some-
thing which will go on for a while to try to intimidate
the comrades of the Internationalist Tendency from ex-
ercising their rights as members of the International We
reject that.

We also take note of the fact that the letter from Com-
rade Massey was not a response to the charges concerning
the 11th which we have not seen in writing yet. We have
seen the declaration of the YSA faction, we haven't seen the
charges that are being brought against us in the party.
This letter was not an answer to that. His letter was a de-
mand for a parity commission and for an investigation
of the attacks against us, the irregularities against us
which have been committed. You have chosen not to take
this into account. You want to continue this, to go on, with
the very dangerous dynamic that it implies. We have no
choice but to go to higher bodies, to try to redress the
situation.

The basic choice which faces this plenum is, will the
SWP continue on a course, a dangerous course which
threatens the unity of the International? Are the political
positions of the SWP leadership, of the LTF majority in
the party now so serious and so worsened that collabor-
ation in, coexistence in the same International is impos-
sible? We heard that this was not the case before; is this
the case now? If not, why these organizational steps to
provoke an organizational split being taken? That is the
question we have to face. Are you doing everything to
save the unity of the International, do you intend to
continue in the International? Because the kind of course
you have taken at this congress, the kind of course you
have taken in the last four months leads to a split.
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Excerpts from Remarks by Bill Massey
to Socialist Workers Party National
Committee Plenum, June 1974

In the last minute— on the question that has been raised
by the institution of the Control Commision. First of all,
it's necessary in order to be able to cooperate with that
body that we receive some statement of what the body
has been set up for. We have received none.

Two, since there is no facts in dispute or it hasn't been
brought out, since we've taken the position that we've
done what you have charged that we have done, we admit
that and take responsibility for it, we don't promise to
discontinue it at all, there is no need for an investigation
to establish what the facts are. What the discussion does
come down to, and it's not the job of a Control Com-
mission here, is whether the comrades of the Fourth In-
ternational or in sympathizing sections of the Fourth
International obstructed by illegal laws of the bourgeoi-
sie from being in there, if those comrades have the right
to carry out the activities of the Fourth International
in the face of the refusal of a faction to implement the
line. And if that is the dispute, and I think it is, then
it is, then it is a higher body that will make those de-
cisions. And if you don't understand that you're making
the biggest mistake of your life.
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Letter from Bill Massey to the Socialist
Workers Party Political Committee
dated June 9, 1974

’

2602 N, Burling street. 51
Chicago, Illinois 60614
June 9, 1974

Political Committee
Soeialist Workers Party
e/o Jaek Barnes

14 Charles Lane

New Yerk, New York 10014

Dear Comrade Barnes;

Enelesed please find (10) copies of a letter ("against the 5plit
Tactics of the LTF) signed by myself for the Internationalist Tendency.
I have provided you with ten copies for the convehhence of the Folitical
Committee. I hope this 1is enough but not knowing the size of the body
I may have not sent enough, my apologies. But feel free to duplicate
it if the P.C. is larger.

By the way we received Bev scott'!s letter of June 7, 1974, postmarked
June 9, 1974 acknowledgeing the receipt of John Earzman's letter to
you dated June 4th 1974. I hope that this mention won't necessitate
Cde. Bev having to write another letter acknowledging that she has
received my letter of June 9, 1974 acknowledging that she has received
my letter acknowledging that I have received her letter acknowledging
that she has received John's letter.

Comradely

Bill Mas e Inte tionalist

Tendency

Encl: 10 copies ltr of June 9, 1974 to P.C., SWP (1 original-9 copies)
1 copy 1ltr of Oct. 29, 1923 to U.S.F.I.
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4111 Massey-Internationalist Tendency ©
2602 N, Burling Street, #1 }‘“ 'SL "“’fw
Chicago, Illinois 60614

June 9, 1974

Political Committee

Socialist Workers Party

14 Charles Lane

New York, New York 10014

Dear Comrades,

AGAINST THE SPLIT TACTICS OF THE LIF

I write to you at this time in order to bring to your attention the highly dangerous
situation that exists in the Party due to your past actions and to ask ‘that you act
immediately in order to preserve the unity of the Socialist Workers Party which is
endanggred If yoy fail to act at this time, as you have in the past, or if you conti-
nue to.intensify the. factional heat that exists due to your leadership, you will be
responsible for whatever occurs. This letter is written as a plea for responsible action
on your part in order to avert a split in our ranks that will profit no one.

We of the Internationalist Tendency ask that a PARITY COMMISSION be set up not only at

a nacional level, but also in the branches, in order to work out the problems that make
a split inevitable if your past course of action is not reversed. This parity commi-
ssion would seek to deal with the mutual grievances that exist between the L.T.F. and
the I.T. Since the leadership of the Party is undistinguishable from that of the Leni-
nist Trotskyist Faction, in appealing to one, we Speak to the other.

Going back to the beginning of the Proletarian Orientation Tendency, which this writer
was a part of, although the majority of the tendency which I now represent were not,
your methods in dealing with minorities within our ranks has been closer to the norms
of the Stalinist movement than to those of the Fourth International. You have packed
branches (witness your sending of over fifty persons into the Oakland branch following
the,}971 convention -- this was documented in the document of Cde. Mark Lause, "Gonfe-
ssions,Qf A Cadre Killer", SWP DB Vol. 31, No. 31, July 1973, and the action was never
denied; by.you, nor was the method involved repudiated -- ). You have systematically
denied political assignments to members of both the Proletarian Orientation Tendency
and the Internationalist Tendency. You have manipulated the youth movement in order to
serve your factional needs (utdlizing a double standard for the graduation of members
out of the YSA). You have denied us our due representation on the leading bodies of the
Party and labelled us a disloyal tendency.

Failing to demoralize our membership you now are in preparation of an expulsion, or
de-facto expulsion, i.e. a "drive-them-out", campaign to purge the Party of our poli-
tival presence and ideas. Let me go over some of the past actions that motivate our
attitude at this time and to bring to your attention the caricature that you have made
of Bolshevik norms,

1. EXCLUSION FROM POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Both at the Oberlin convention in the summer, and at the special convention in the win-
ter of 1973, you denied the Internationalist Tendency any representation on the National
Committee of the Party. Out of the 150 or so comrades of the I.T. in the Party and YSA
only one of them heads up a fraction of work in a branch. That is John Shaffer who heads
the clean-up committee in Houston. No effort whatsoever has been made to integrate
comrades of the I.T. into areas of work that they would participate in wholeheartedly
or with relatively less tension. In fact, minute attention is given by branch organi-
zers to prevent any such development. In the 1974 election campaigns, not a single
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member of the I.T. has been designated to represent our Party as a candidate. While it
is true that some of our comrades were placed on branch executive committees (not more
than one per branch), they are treated to a CHARADE in that they are not allowed to
participate in the decisions of those executive committees, but are there for the pur-
pose of giving the forms of democracy without any of the content. Rather than being the
first step to reintegrating our comrades into the life of the Party and YSA, these po-
sitions on the executive committee are but the cosmetics of our complete exclaaion from
political activity.

2, DISLOYALTY SLANDER AGAINST 7 2 I.T.

The label applied to our tendency oy you, the leadership of the Party, that is that we
are a "disloyal" tendency, remains as a continuing slander of our comrades, and as a way
of putting us and our ideas off limits to the comrades of the Party and youth. At the
August 1973 convéntion, Comrade Livio protested in writing against the labels of 'dis-
loyal" and"anti-party', which he described as being part of the Stalinist arsenal of
slander and falsification. It is not only-that you have never concretized these charges
before any body, either local, national, or international, but your factional followers
in the branches and the YSA continually dredge up this slander to intimidate any com-~
rades who might show an interest in our ideas. As a matter of fact, there are swuveral
instances where members of your faction who hold positions of responsibility in the
Party have even gone outsidd the membership to slander our tendency or to attempt to
frame up members of the tendency on false charges.

3, FACTIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERIES

Your policy with regard to the national educationals given to the Party and YSA is one of
pure factionalism. Not only do you refuse to allow any .of our comrades to participate in
the giving of educationals or forums on any subject, but you refuse to allow us to par~
ticipate in the discussion at these educationals on the basis that you have invited non-
Party or non-YSA persons to them, and that therefore differences must not be brought up
in front of them. When one considers the topics of these recent educatiomal series, one
can appreciate the grotesque situation existent in our movement, You began with the na-
tional educational series onm the "Cochran Fight" and the split of 1953 as ‘a means to
prepare the ranks for a split in the near future mirroring the one of 1933. The whole
digging up of the sins of Pabloism is meant to portray the I.T. as the latter day Cochaan
Tendency which was expelled, and to cast the International in the same light as when you
left it in 1953, The same was true of the national educational series on Eastern Europe
which was.a continuation of the war against the ever present demon Pablo.

Now your most recent educational series on the History of the Fourth International and
the U,P. in Chile are but further steps in the war you began against the International
leadership and its supporters in the pre-Congress discusdéion. You now use your classes
on electoral policy to openly and viciously attack the French section as class collabo-
rationist, as you had in pre-Congress discussion. The only difference is that now only
one side of the argument is allowed to be presented: yow side. The history that you pre-
sent is an International Committee history, not the true history of our International.
Your classes rather than giving comrades a critical mind and the ability to analyze the
class struggle, are sterile incantations to the glorious and always correct leadership
of the SWP. You now prepare the ranks of the Party and YSA to be full fledged sectarians
of the same cast that members of the Workers League, Spartacists, and Class Struggle
League have already become, not wdathout a helping hand from similar history lessons given
by members of the Faction.

4, FACTIONAL REPORTS ON THE WORLD CONGRESS

The denial of the rignt of representatives of the supporters of the IMT to make a national
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tour of the branches and YSA locals to report the decisions of the world congress.
This, in fact, is a denial of the tlight of the ranks to hear such a report. We had
proposed a joint tour of both representatives of the International Majority and the
Minority. Instead, you have systematically spread the lie that the congress was a
stand-off and that nothing was decisive. You even go so far as to say that the LTF was
the majority in the world movement leaving the distinct impressien that the majority

is not really rhe majority and that the congress decisions are in no way binding. This

further enhances the federalist conception that you would seek to replace mternationalism
with,

5. PUBLIC ATTACKS ON SECTIONS OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL |

The continued slander campaign against the International on the part of the leaders of
the Party is a daily reality. Recently in Portland, Oregon, Cde. Maceo Dixon, on ma-
tional tour, stated publically that there are two wings of the F.I., a guerilla terro-
rist wing, and a mass-oriented party-building wing. This is but one such instance. The ..
Party press has printed open attacks on the Spanish LCR/ETA VI, sympathizirg section _
of the Fourth International, as "unTrotskyist" while at the same time providing us with
a plethora of favorable articles on the centrist PST and the grovellings of its major.
spokesperson, Coral, before the bourgeois ministers of that country. 0ddly emough, there
has been no mention either in our press or elscwhere of the PST's SIGNING, AIONG WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF BOURGEOIS PARTIES, THE MEASURES OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF BOURGEOIS
DEMOCRACY IN ORDER TO FORESTALL CIVIL WAR. While one can understand the reluctance of
the leadership of the Party to divulge the depth to which the Moreno-Coral organization
8inks, it is nonetheless wrong to keep this information from the ranks of the Party. At
a. time when gunmen freely shoot down members of the PST, Coral politely participates in .
charade type meetings with the masters of the gunmen. The failure to prepare méasures

of self-defense now finds its tragic consequences in the victims of the centrist poli-
cies of the PST and the LTF. The denunciations being made in the branches of the Party
of the French section of the International for having supported an alleged popular

front by cheir call for a vote for Mitterand on the second round of the French-elections,
follows the article by National Committee member Lund in the Militant. THIS PUBLIC, .
FEATURED, TWO-PAGE ARTICLE STATED THAT "A VOTE FOR MITTERAND IS A VOTE FOR A COALITION . .
BEIWEEN WORKER AND CAPITALIST PARTIES", SHORTLY AFTER ARTICLES REPORTING THE F.C.R.
FOLICY OF VOTING FOR MITTERAND ON THE SECOND ROUND FOR DIFFERENT REASONS.

6. FAILURE TO ADEQUATELY DEFEND THE I.T. AGAINST BOURGEOIS ATTACKS

The SWP leadership has refused to put forth an adequate defense of the Internationalist _
Tendency which has been the target of a series of attacks not only on the part of the
House Internal Secirity Committee of the U.S. Congress, but on the part of a number of
its pimp journalists. This slander campaign which has charged that the I.T. along with
the International Majority is a group of terrorists and murderers was answered -- only
after many protests on our part to the PC -- by a weak tea liberalistic statement by
Cde. Barnes. We submitted a letter to the Militant signed by Cde. John Barzman which was
not only a strong denial of these charges, but which was well within the norms of Leni-
nist conceptions on these questions. You refused to print it but instead put forth a
position which lacked even a convinoing defense against these attacks. We hold you res-
ponsible for any individual victimizations that will be made of our comrades in this
regard.

7, PAILURE TO IMPLEMENT THE F.I. CALL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CHILE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN

We must devote some space to discussing the Party's Chile work since it is now being
used as the basis for further factional attacks on the part of the leadership of the
Party. Indeed, the formation of a "Majority Faction" in the YSA is based on the actions
of the IT around the May 11, 1974 Chile demonstrations. All four members of the YSA lea-
dership who called this majority faction are members of the Party working directly under
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the P.C. of the Party, and all four are members of the Leninist Trotskyist Faction. The
truth of the matter is that the Party has rejected the essence of the International's
line on Chile, and as a result, has decided to boycott the International's campaign.

To quote but a few sentences of the September 19, 1973 statement of the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International -- a statement which you opposed, but which passed nonetheless?
"It is necessary now to build an active campaign of solidarity throughout the world in

the best tradition of the mobilizations for Vietnam"., There is no excuse for a fundamen-
tally different line in the United States on Chile work as compared to other countries.

In dealing with Vietnam, the International had made a valid distinction between bellige-
rent countries and others. There is no provision in the statement of the F.I. for a di-
fferent approach in those countries directly involved in Chile, since none of the impe-~
rialist powers are involved in Chile in the way that the U.S. was in Indochina, Further

in the statement, we find unambiguous demands and slogans: "For immediate, massive, and
militant solidarlty with the Chilean proletariat! Halt the criminal hand of the assassins!
Demand the reestablishment of the Chilean people's elementary democratic rights! Demand
the immediate release of all political prisonets' Defend the right of asylum for politi-
cal refugees from the other countries of Latin America and their right to travel to any
country of their choice! Extend political and material aid to the heroic resistance of

the Chilean workers!". Clearly, the basic line here is one of organizing a campaign based
on solidarity with the Chilean working class.

The line of the Party in relation to Chile is completely undistinguishable from that of
the Committee for Justice to Latin American Political Prisoners (USLA). In fact, the USLA
has been turned into the Party's vehicle in the Chile movemeut, thereby destroying what-~'
ever credibility USLA had as a broader civil libertarian movement. At the same time, the
Party's line has been totally restricted to a civil libertarian approach. No one rejects
the necessary functions of a USLA type organization, however, the role of the revolutionary
party. cannot be restricted to this. In the U.S., there is the p0531b111ty for building a
viable struggle campaign around Chile solidarity. It has the possibility to broaden

the revolutionary sector of the movement, and give leadership to broader sectors of the
masses., Howewer, the Party has failed to explain what happened in Chile, and what lessors
can be drawn from this by revolutionaries internationally. It has failed or refused to
~attempt to build an explicit movement of solidarity with the resistance fighters in Chile,
It has not even tried to build a defense movement on a class basis. Instead, it fights
those inside and outside our movement who orient to the building of such struggle orga-
nizations. The refusal of the Party to support solidarity with the resistance (whatever
the actual extent of that resistance) places it to the right of the CP in the minds of
many independent militants. This role in action, coupled with articles typified by the
"Chile-the reagstance was futile'", and '"Chile-there was no revolutionary party", portrgy
us in the minds of radical militants as part of the problem rather than the solution,

The Party's record in building the May 11 Chile demonstrations was despicable. The Party
gave only token support to these demonstrations. This was evident by the refuasl of the
Party to even mobilize its own ranks for these rather important demonstrations of inter-
national solidarity. In New York, where the Party has close to 400 members if not more,
the demonstration was half that size. In Chicago, only a handful of branch members were
turned out for the demonstratlon' the other comrades were sent on completely routine
sales in other parts of the city. In Washington, D.C., the Party put sales at a "Human
Kindmess Day" event on a higher priority than the Chile demonstration. In Houston, the
sixth largest city in the U.S., with a Chicano population of over 30%, where we have a
large ‘branch and YSA, no demonstration took place. In the Bay Area of Northern California
(San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley), the largest demonstration in the country took place
around a .set of demands including "Solidarity with the Resistance". After being defeated
in the planning meeting the members of the Party who had defended a straight civil liber-
tarian approach =-- USLA demands. only --, walked out of the meeting. The fact that this
~demonstration was ‘the largest in the country is tied to the fact that it was not simply
a civil liberties type demonstration subh as the CP with the assent of the Party was able
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to engineer in other parts of the country. While it is true that the Bay Area is a radi-
cal stronghold, it is no more so than New York City where any sect can summon a demon-
stration of one hundred on a weekday during working hours. In the Bay Area, the Party

by its civil libertarian approach has alienated the most militant elements that it should
be providing leadership for. It is largely due to this negation of the role it should be
playing that the Maoist groups have been able to grow over the past period and are now
able to begin winning over a significant layer of Black militants.

The LTF leadership of the Party has claimed that these actions sponsored through USLA
constituted an implementation of the international solidarity campaign of the F.I. along
tactical lines determined by the national grouping, i.e. the SWP. When one compares the
Chile effort of the SWP with for example, its Mid-East activities during a period of
crisis, such a claim is revealed to be a sham. But even if more effort had been put into
this "campadgn", its line would still not have been in conformity with the campaign of
solidarity called for by the F.I. 1In this regard, we do not demand that the SWP or YSA
hand out the statement of the USFI, or that we, as members of the IMT, should dictate

the tactics by which the general line of this international campaign should be implemented.
But we do insist that the essential ideas contained in this call be incorporated into all
of the SWP and YSA's interventions, and that this general line of building a solidarity
movement on Chile be implememted. For us, the SWP's work on the Chile issue has been
characterized by a boycott of the international campaign of the F.I., abstentionism toward
the real activities taking place, sectarianism toward the openly anti-imperialist wing

of the movement, and opportunism in its failure to raise consciousness in the movement.
This is clearly demonstrated in the series of evemts described below.

8. HARASSMENT OF COMRADES DEFENDING THE F.I. LINE ON CHILE

Comrades of the I.T. who have urged the Party leadership to emulate the action of sections
of the Fourth International in Chile solidarity work have been denied a hearing in the
Party branch meetings, and have been intimidated from making the most minimal expression
of international solidarity with the struggles of the resistance fighters in Chile. We
have been refereed to as 'disloyal'' and "indisciplined" for the horrendous crime of passing
out the statement of the F.I. on Chile, or selling a special issue of the 01d Mole --
newspaper of the Revolutionary Marxist Group, Canadian sympathizing section of the Fourth
International -- on Chile which contained articles by Cde. Jean-Pierre Beauvais. I must
mention that these tasks were undertaken by IT comrades in addition to the tasks that the
Party assigned us-and not in place of them. For this, we have publically been made the
object of the abuse and bureaucratic rage of such elements as Cde. Barry Sheppard in Los
Angeles, and Cde. Pearl Chertov in Chicago, who hurl threats and insults at us in public
without regaad for the fact that elements from the scandal-sheet vampire sects and others
are around to witness these scenes, Our comrades have the right to sell the press of the
International and they have the right to hand out the statements of the F.I. We would
prefer that the Party implement that line in its own tactical form, but if the Party re-
fuses to do this, then we will, without shirking other assiguments, contdnue defending
the line of the Fourth International. We acknowledge having done it on May 11lth and we
promise to do it again when the need arises. On May 1lth, we took this action only after
trying to motivate the Party leadership in the branches around the country to fulfill its
tasks. For ouf attempts, we were threatened with draconian measures, voted out of order
by ranks acting under factional discipline. We do not accept orders that say we cannot
sell the International's press pr give notice to the radicalized elements that the Fourth
International is a revolutionary organization and not a civil liberties society of huma-
nitarians. We are now being told that we do not have the right to sell INPRECOR as well
as the 01d Mole. This of course we reject. In relation to point 8., let me elaborate.

A, The refusal of the SAN FRANCISCO branch to grant assignments to three IT comrades who

live and work in the San Jose region (sixty miles from San Francisco) with regard to the
existent Chile committee there. Despite the fact that this is the only Chile committee
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in the area and that it has held several meetings which have drawn four or five hundred
people or more, including a meeting for Harald Edelstamm, the Party refuses these com-
rades the right to do politic3l work there. It is true that this committee was formed
under the leadership of the CP, which is strong in that area, however a significant wing
of the organization is far to the left of the CP and is looking for a political alterna-
tive to it. It is not only the factional attitude which excludes ITers from political
work but the refusal of the Party to pose as a political alternative for these left radi-
cals whom the Party considers as ''ultra-lefts' and therefore persona non grata. Instead
it prefers ebstentionism and refuses the right of these comrades to engage in political
struggle. We totally reject these.conceptions.

B. The attempts to stop comrades .in MADISON from intervening in a large conference on
Chile April 4-7, and their helping to build that conference. The conference despite the
shortsightedness and sectarian attitude of the LTF leadership in the area was a huge
success that not even those who had opposed it could deny. In addition, the LTF refused
to actually build a picket action which the YSA had endorsed at the time of this confe-
rence. This action could have brought the conferees into a militant protest of the Chi-
lean junta and focus attention on the revolutionary prisoners being held. Instead, the
action was abandoned to the sectarian Spartac1sts. The I.T. comrades who alone supported
the conference and urged the YBA leadership to intervene weee further harassed from
defending the line of the Fourth International and handing out its statement at this
conference.

C. In PHILADELPHIA, where IT comrades were put under discipline never to sell the Inter-
national's press under any circumstances, the Party failed to participate in a very mi-
litant demonstration on April 28th against a reception being given to the commanders of
the Chilean and Brazilian naval ships in the Philadelphia port. The chants of this most
vigorous demonstration were "Down with the Junta, Solidarity with the Chilean Workers and
Peasants!', "Don't Dine the Swine, Grant Asylum to the Refugees from Torture and Death!",
and "Chile Si! Junta No!". Many of the civilian guests at this reception were convinced
not to attend. Only the IT comrades participated in the demonstration. An IT ‘comrade,
Robin Block, who has a token assignment on the USLA fraction in Phlladelphla raised in
the fraction meeting preparing the May 1lth demonstration that in addition to the USLA
approach, the Party should have its own speaker at the demonstration to speak on the
lessons of Chile from a revolutionary point of view. She also moved that the Party have
picket signs in its own name expressing solidarity with the resistance fighters in Chile,
When these motions were defeated in the fraction, the comrade requested the right to make
a minority report ; this request was denied. At the branch meeting Cde. Robin raised
these motions from the floor, with only limited time to motivate them -- i.e. the three
minute time limit for~"business". Her motions were defeated on the grounds that to have
our own speaker would be sectarian, and that if we did have a speaker, she or he should
give a USLA line; that picket signs supporting the resistance was against the line of the
Party, and in addition that we did not know whether there was a resistance. At the demon-
stration, comrades of the IT handed out fifty xerozed copies of the FI statement on Chile,
in addftion to their handing out the official USLA fact sheet which was their regular
assignment and took up most of their time..The organizer of the branch, Cde. Barry D.,
after seeing them handing out the FI statement, forbade them to distribute any more FI
statements. When the comrades: presented Cde. Barry with a written order for them not to
hand out the F.I. statement and asked him to sign it. He refused but kept it for further
reference. Needless to say the IT comrades continued their distribution of the FI state-
ment as well as their regular assigned tasks. At the next branch meeting the organizer,
Barry D., brought in a motion from the exec directing the IT comrades not to function in
this indisciplined manner again. This policy is completely unacceptable and the leadership
of the IT informs tendency members that in circumstances similar to those which occurred
in Philadelphia, they should not obey any restrictions on seélling the International press
or distributing the statements of the F.I. It is our understanding that the actions. of the
Philadelphia leadership were not specific restrictions but general prohibitions of these
rights -- this we do not accept.
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D. In WASHINGTON, D.C., where our efforts to get a motion through the YSA to mobilize
fully for the Chile demonstration were defeated along with a motion to put out the sta-
tement of the FI on Chile at the demonstration, the majority of the branch and YSA were
sent to the "Human Kindmass Day' event because ''we could sell more Militants there".
However, comrades of the IT did distribute the F.I. statements and for this were harassed.
For instance, Cde. Les of the IT was called in and asked if he wanted to rmmain in the
SWP, The clear implication being that his action in handing out the statement of the FI
on‘Chilé endangered his membership in the Party. Now we are informed that Cde. Rene is
being ‘brought up on charges for handing out this statement. The charge is indiscipline.
Comrades of the leadership it is you who are responsible for these charges being brought,
I hereby inform you that Cde. Rene did not act alone in this regard and that if you are
serious about these charges you must proffer them against the national leadership of the
IT who take responsibility for these actions. Please do not attempt to victimize omne
single YSA comrade. We demand an immediate dropping of the charges against Cde. Rene.

E. NEW YORK CITY. In the New York region, three YSA locals were put under a form of
trusteeship because they proposed, in addition to carrying out USLA work, to hand out

the F.I, Chile statement and to sell the Old Mole. They were even forbidden to. use hammer
and sickles on their posters -- it is necessary to state that these were pesters of the
Young Socialist Alliance not USLA where we all agree the hammer and sickle would be out
of place. The Long Island YSA which held a very successful puhlic meeting on Chile in its
area was informed that it, along with the Paterson and New Brumswick locals of the YSA

in New Jersey, could not make up their own signs for the Chile demonstration as is the
usual custom, but that the New York City YSA would make up the signs for the theee other
YSAs._Af the demo itself, the IT comrades were ordered verbally that they were only to
sell the Militant and Young Sociatist and to desist from selling the 01d Mole and handing
out ‘the statement of the F.I. on Chile. Cde. Mirelowitz of the YSA NEC, and the LTF of
the SWP, who gave these orders refused to sign a statement to that effect and so the IT
comrades continued to sell the 01d Mole and hand out the FI statement in addition to
selling the Milisant and the Young Soéialist. Notwithstanding, Cde. Mirelowitz continued
to spend his entire time at the demo by coming over to the IT comrades and demanding that
they stop selling the 01d Mole and handing out the FI statement. In the New York Party
branches, the leadership pushed the rejection of our proposals to have an internationalist
approach to the demonstration rather than just a USLA approach. We were forbidden to
bring banners and signs that would use the slogans of the F.I. or reflect solidarity with
the. reélstance. These decisions were respected. However, our comrades did sell the Old
Mole and hand out the Chile statement. They were harassed in the same manner as was done
in ‘the other areas but no orders in writing were given. In the wake of the demonstration,
accusations such as 1nd13c1p11ae" were leveled against the IT by Cde. Doug Jemnness, but
no formal charges were brought We were also described in the branches as a "disloyal
tendency -- this under an "informational" report with no discussion. The SWP branch orga-
nizer characterized the actions of the tendency as being "a nationally coordinated breach
of ‘discipline"” He stated that no charges would be proffered but that the matter had been
referred to the Political Committee. In New York as elsewhere, the IT comrades did sell
the O1d Mole and did hand out the FI statement in addition to carrying out their regular
assignments. However we reject the position that this was an act of indiscipline and de-
mand that the PC put forth a statement on this matter. We inform you in advance that we
do not accept any general prohibition of sales of the International's press or ddéstribu-
tion of the statements of the FI. We do not accept federalism in the place of interna-
tionalism,

F. CHICAGO: At a weeting for Harald Edelstamm, the IT after having recommended the dis-
tribution of either the FI statement or a statement of the Party that would centain the
essence of the FI approach on Chile was told that no material other than that authorized
by the branch could be handed out. The IT comrades brought copies of the FI statement to
the meeting, and Cde. Dave Wulp, the assistant organizer and a member of the National
Committee, was made ‘aware of them of them but offered no objection to them being handed
out; this of course was with the understanding that the other assignments of the inter-
vention would be carried out. NO ONE disagreed with this approach at the time. Cde. Pearl
Chertov, the organizer, however, did raise a public commotion because one of the IT com-
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rades who was seiling USLA:badges wos also passing out the FI statement. We proposed

that the ‘comrade give up one or the other task, that is if they were selling USLA badges
they should not hand out FI statements, and vice versa., Jowever, Cde. Pearl made it quite
clear in the most boisterous way that no member of the LIF would hand out the statements
of the FI. Therefore we asked that the IT comrade assigned to USLA badge sales be switched
to selling Militants or ISR's vhich would alow tiuem to hand out the FI statements. This
was accepted by Cde. Pearl, although not without the help, of Cde. Dave Wulp's urgings on
this course. However, Pearl did make it cliear to all and sundry within a six block radius
that a section of the SWP was totaily oppo ed to having anything to do with the passing
out of the statements of the FI., On the Chile demonstration of May 1lth in Chicago, the
IT comrades again were harassed in the same crude manner by Cde. Pearl bacause of their
sales of the International’s press and the distribution of the stetement of the FI. In
the branch meeting following the demoustration, a report similar to that given in other
branches was given by the leadership of the Chicago branch. The IT was given THREE MINU-
TES to respond and discussion on this matier was closed. In a sescond report, under USLA
work, an evaluation of the May 1lth demonstratiomn wac given in a report that was over
twenty minutes long. One speaker of the IT was g7v91 three minutes aad then denied a
request for a iwe minute extension, several other LIF s;z2akers were heard and then the
discussion was closed even though sevcial IT comrades requested to speak on the question,
" When we asked that the discussion be continued, we were ruled out of order. Since this
has been the typical procedure in the Chicago local for aver two years (refer to the
_contribution by Cde. Nadja "The Chicago Branch of the SWP: An Anatomy of Corroding
Democracy” in SWP DB Vol. 31, WMo, 22, July 1973, which was never 2znswered) the IT left
the branch meeting in protest of this orgenizationsl stranguiation of political discussion.
Subsequently the Chicago lefdership has raised objections to the sales not only of the
01d Mole but of Inprecor at political events in the area. In addition it is becoming the
habit in Chicago to deny IT comrades assignments at political events in order to insure
that they do not sell the International’s press there. Instead, they are assigned to rou-
tine press salies at street corners while these events are taking place elsewhere. This
raises certain dangers in that it amounts ¢o a compiete isolation of the IT from all po-
litical processes: isolation inside the Party, inside the youth; in Party and youth
external assignments; and now from being able to even observe and carry out sales tasks
at political evenis in general. This is meant to demoralize and provoke the IT comrades.

G. LOS ANGELES: At the May 6th branch meeting of the Westside LA SWP, the IT comrades
spoke on the importance of the upcoming Chile demcnstration and made a '"recommeadation"
that the FI statement on Chile be handed out in conjunction with the sales of our press
and campaign literature. Cde. Barry Sheppard and other LTFer: pointed out that this was
not consistent with the Party's US}A intervention. Indeed, even SWP election campaign
statements restrict thomselves to opposing US complicity. Cde. Sheppard stated :'The FI
puts out many statements but that doesn't mean that we have to circuiate them all.. we
didn't hand out their statement on Bolivia, for example'. Cde Sheppard then made a motion
that the branch sell the Militant at the demonstration. Thic was meant to have the ITers
vote against this motion, which was ridiculous., Cde. Judi S. of the iT asked Cde. Barry
whether he would accept as 2 friendlv amendment combining distribution of the FI state-
menss with sales of the Militant. Barry refused the amendment. While he never stated that
FI statements could not be handed out, he called on the comrades to concentrate on Mili-
tant sales and proposed that the intervention be based on the demands of USLA. The IR
comrades antivipating objections to their combining their reguiar assignments with the
distribution of the FI statement on Chile drew up a typed orcder to the effect that thgy
should not under any circumstancec hand out the FI statement. On arriving at the site of
the demo, the IT comrades were greeted by Cde. Sheppard who ran over to them and shouted
"You are ordeeed not to hand out thcse (FI statements) out'. The comrades attempted to
explain to Cde. Sheppard that getting the Iine of the FI out was not only their respon-
sibility but his also, and offered tc allow him to distribute some of the statements
also, but to no avail., The more the comrades tricd ¢o reason with him, the more frantic
he became.' Mot wanting Cde. Sheppard to suffer heart seizure, the iIT comrades offered
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not to hand out the statements if Cde. Sheppard would sign the affidavit so ordering them.
At this request, Cde. Sheppard became even more frantic and grabbing the prepared state-
ment, he crumpled it up and threw it into the face of one of the IT comaades, yelling:
"Fuck that statement... I will not take responsibility for physically stopping you from
headingi.out the FI statement". 1In the subsequent branch meeting, the ITers were accused
of a flagrant breach of discipline, of not realizing that they were members of the SWP
first, and of being "arrogant apostles of Pabloism". The comrades were told by the

branch organizer Stu S. that no charges would be made on the local level but that the
national leadership would take up the question,

Similar situations to the ones described above have taken place in Houston, Saint Louis,
and in cther areos.

H. Cde. John Barzman of the IT was invited to speak in MINNEAPOLIS by an ad hoc Revolu-
tiorary Caucus formed to press a militant position in the May 1llth demonmstration. This
coatingent was made up of forces both friendly and unfriendly to the policies of the
feurth International and the Party. Cde John of course notified the Party of this invi-
tation and requested that he be aldowed to fulfill the assignment. This was with the un-
derstending that John would speak as a member of the Socilaist Workers Party. Member s

of the Gaucus had heard John speak as a Party spokesperson several years ago and thought
he would add to the speakers slate. Cde. Lew Jonmes of the Party National Office immedia-
taly-phoned Joh to:forbid him to fulfill this engagement even though it meant that the
Party would have one less speaker at the demonstration. -ghe reason given was that the
Caucus as a whole werc opponents and ultra-lefts. The underlying eeason for this action
is the sectarian attitude the Party has toward groups that are explicitly anti-imperia-
list or revolutionary, and on the other hand, the continued enforcement of the rule that
no members of the IT will be able to act as Party spokespersons.even if it means the
Party as a'whole loses opportunities. That this policy is not solely used against members
of tho IT but the IMT a3 well can be seen by one other case in point. During the process
of the building of the May llth demonstration in Minneapolis, a member of the Revolutionary
Mazxist Group of Canada was invited to speak in Minneapolis by the Liberation Affdirs
Committee at Macalester College on the question of Chile. The SWP branch in that city

vwas asked to co-sponsor this meeting for s representative of a sympathizing organization
¢f the Fourth International. The SWP refused on the grounds that the RMG was an opponent
group to the LSA/LSO. The growing interest in the politics of the FI is due in great

part to the sales of the FI's press in the area by Cde. Jeff M. of the IT. This.interest
was such that even though some of the groups in the caucus are opponents of Trotskyism
they invited FI spokespersons such as the comrade of the RMG and Cde. John Bi of the SWP
to speaik. John would have been one of the two speakers that this group put forward at the
Chile demo, ‘Considering that such groups as PL and the anti-Pabloite Class Struggle
League were among the Caucus, this was a rather remarkable situation.

The enfire adtuation leading up to the May 11 demo in Minneapolis is noteworthy in the
cense that the Revolutionary Caucus was. the main instigator and builder of the demo. They
had iarger turnouts at planning meetings, and they did not put their own positions ahead
of holding a united demonstration as did the SWP. That is the Revolutionary Caunrus wanted
a demonstration that would encompass not only slogans and demands of the USLA type, but
they wanted one slogan giving explicit aupport to the resistance of the working class and
zevolutionary movement in Chile. However, when the SWP refused this demand and threatened
to splic the coalition, the Caucus despite their extant majority gave in to insure that

a demonstration would be held. The only support the SWP position received was from a

dyed in the wool pacifist who is opposed to armed resistance as a matter of religious
conviction. The EWP also attempted to split the coalition over the question of whether

2 march shou!d be held in addition to the rally, but was not able to do so when the
Cavcus retreated on that question also. The fact that Cde. Jeff was placed under dddci-
pline not ¢o sell the Old Mole at the demonstration and then given the assigmnment of
carcying the USLA banner to insure that he could not sell them, indicates the height of
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factional fever that affects the LTF. Even after he had carried the bamner for a period
and become tired, the leadership refused o allow -avother comrade to relieve Cde. Jeff
for fear that he would sell the demoniac press of tie RMG. All. this rotwithstanding, 1t
is a tribute to Jeff's réevolutionary endurance and the- shontcominga <f bureaucratic
ukaze that he was still able to sell twelve copies of the 01d Mole. Rather than seei
these sales as a sign ¢€ indiscipline on the IT comrades part we view the leadership 8
role ‘as completely negating the democratic normd of our movement and encourage IT :
comrades to continte seliing the press.of the Internationsl in that -area.

9. FACTTOMAL RECRUTTMENT POLIC:

The factional attitude toward members of the IT and supporters of the Fourth Intermatio-
nal is aot restricted to those already within the Trotskyist movement but has been ex-
tended to those who wish to be in the Socialist Workers Party or the Young Socialist
Alliance. We have protestad in the past the burcaucratic exclusion of Comrade Milt
Zaslow from rejoining the Party in Los Angeles, £c we will not go into that matter again,
However, it is our knowledge that Cde, Zaslc:r through his organization, the Socialist
Union, has been sble to bring a good number of pecpie eround the. basic ideas of Marxism
and the present pesitions of the Fourth Internmaticnal. It should be the policy of the
party to recruit these individuale, each and everyone of them who support the positions
of the FI and are willirg to abide by the disciplin~ of the SWP, as Cde. Zaslow himself
was completely willing to do when he applied for memhership. The attitude that the Party
has adopted in its actions in excluddéng comradegs such Zaslow, coupled with its completely
undemocratic attitudes Cutard supporters of the IMF In the Pargy ', has caused at least
one comrade in Los Angeles to leavé the Party and join the Socialist Union in.order to be
able to develop poliitically and better carry out the role of a suppotter of the FI in the
U.S. Now while we do not at all condone such a choice and while we urge all suppoxters

of the political line of the Fourth International to _join the Socialist Workers Party, we
muat assign the chief blame for this existent situation to the leadership of the SWP and.
the policies they have carried out ir their harassment, .exclusionary policies, and gene-
rally repressive attitude toward minorities in the Party.

In addition to the Socialist Uniomn in Los Angeles, there is the Revolutiomary Marxist
Collective in Berkeley. This group which was called to my attention by the organizer of
the Berkeley SWP branch,has put out a pamphlet .on Chile and been engaged in Chile work
in the Bay Area. In fact, théy seem to have more of an influence on the main Chile soli-
darity group in the area, NICH (Nqn-Interventlon iIn CHile) than does the Party. This was
seen in the preparations for the May 1llth demonstration in that area where the RMC was"
able to convince the NICH of the “importance of putting forth an epplicit call for solida-
rity with the .Chilean resistance 'while the Party totally opposes this position from a
civil libertarian viewpoint. While the pamphlet of the RMC on Chile mzkes some erross , it
is basically supportative to the line of the FI and in fact openly acknowledges this
support. Of the members that I am familiar with, end to this X owe part of my knowledge
to Cde. Jeff P., the Berkeley Pranch organizer, one was once a member of the IMG and
another was formerly in the YSA several years back (he is now a very militant trade
unionist and a political activist in the Bay Area). One other person was formerly a
very prominent member of the La Raza Unida Party and had spoken in the past at Party
a=d YSA educational conferences and forums, ' It would seem to me that the Party wonld
want to recruit these ccmrades since they consider themselves supporters of the posi-
tions- of the FI. Instead the Pnrty treats this gca;p as it does the Socialist Unmion,

as political opponents.  This i3 not only wro,é, it 13 a disservice to both the Inter-
national and the Party itself. We want all the supporters of ‘the Fourth International
inside the Party where we can organize and coordinate the carrying_aut of the line of
the International under' the Party's discipline. £ course, we must state that the
Party leadership seems bent on seeing that supporters of the FU are outside the Party,
including the ITers.
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It has also come to our knowledge that there is a group in Baltimore, the Baltimore
Marxist Group which also is supportative to the positions of Trotskyism and the Fourth
International. It is our understanding that they participated in the May 1lth Chile
demonstration in Washington, D.C. The inability of the Party to even attempt to attract
these groups and we would suppose many others such as thr groups (or at least some of
them) in Minneapolis that I mentioned above, is a result of factionalism. It will be
the purpose of the Internationalist Tendency comrades to recruit these comrades, each
and every one of them, individually and without exception, to the Socialist Workers
Party. Based on the fact that they agree with the politics of the Fourth International
and agree to abide by the discipline of the SWP, they must be accepted into membership
in the Party. Part of the tasks of the Parity Commission that we propose will be to
take up such questions in order to build the Party.

This factional recruitment policy has previously been applied to comrades of the YSA
petitioning for membership in the SWP. When these comrades are suspected of sympathies
for a minority---first the P.0.T., and now the I,T.---they are systematically subjected
to a series of assignments, tests, and unbridled attacks designed to demoralize them
and drive them away. Any number of excuses are conjured to avoid admitting them to
membership. For years the party leadership has refused to recruit at-largers out of
YSA regional locals because many have been dissidents. When such dissident comrades

do move to party centers, they are assigned to series of 5 classes on the 'Organiza-
tional Principles of the Party'". These classes are repeated ad nauseam until the
candidate gives up. Comrades such as Cde. Larry N. and Butch H. in Chicago, or Jim M.
in Houston, who have between one and four years senior ity in the YSA, have been denied
membership because they have supported the I.T. in the YSA. These practices must cease,

10, FACTIONAL TRANSFER POLICY

The general situation towards transfers of comrades from one area to another is han-
dled in a completely factional manner by the Party leadership. For members of the LTF
transfers from one branch to another are immediate and without delay for members of
the IT they take months. We protested this in our letter of October 29, 1973 which
we appendix to this statement. Transfers for Cdes. John B. from Houston to Chicago
took over two and a half months, while the transfer of Cde. Butch H, from Chapel Hill,
N.C. to Chicago took over four months in spite of the fact that he wrote the YSA
National Office on four separate occasions. At the present time Cde. Mark Lause has
been waiting for a transfer from the Houston branch of the Party to ‘the St. Louis
branch ‘for over three months. There are several cases of this same 8ituation. This
policy is just a part of the whole pattern of showing how it does not pay to be a mem-
ber of the I.T. The situation in regard to how LTF members are given first class
treatment is typified by the case of Cde. Jean S. whose transfer from the Philadelphia
branch to the Houston branch was not only handled smoothly and quickly but 'Cde. Jean
was even placed on the Houstm exec. committee before she ever reached Houston.

Compare this with the IT comrade who has to sit in a branch for two and three months
without being able to participate in the meeting itself because she or he has not

yet been transferred. See the letter on this from J. Barzman to Lew Jones of 11/4/73.

11. IRRESPONSTIBLE ACCUSATIONS -OF INDISCIPLINE IN THE YSA

The charges that aremade in the recent Majority Faction declaration of the Young
Socialist-Alliance (a call for a faction in the youth by four members of the Party
assigned to the youth, who are also leading members of the only other existent fac--
tion in the U.S. Trotskyist movement, the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction), '‘wherever
possible the I.T. functions as a single disciplined faction of both the YSA and SWP
members, carrying out public activities in violation of the decisions of both the

143



YSA and SWP". First, this charge is false in that the IT is not a faction, secret
or otherwise, it is a tendency. Second, we have not carried out any violations of
YSA or Party discipline, public or private. Third, it is a gross violation of the
self--professed norms of the independence of the YSA and the SWP for four comrades
of the SWP in the YSA to make charges against comrades of the SWP in the YSA, If
these comrades are serious, they should bring these charges against us in the Party
and try us in the Party for our so-called 'violations of SWP discipline". Why are
these plethora of charges of indiscipline against Party members made again and again
without any charges being proferred? Is the leadership waiting for a grant trial

at some as yet undisclosed future date? Is it the norm to make charges without
proferring charges so as to prevent the air from being cleared? Are these charges
all sound and fury without any facta? Are they slanders and smears in order to
isolate comrades from functioning as full members of the Party? The national
leadership must act on this question.

The I.T. has held joint meetings with SWP ITers and YSA ITers. Both the IT in

the Party and the YSA are based on their support to the IMT. Both organizations,

the SWP and YSA are in fraternal solidarity with the Fourth International and as
such, part of the world Trotskyist movement. We have not hidden the fact that we
hold joint meetings, in fact, we have informed the Party about it in the past. Both
the IT of the SWP and the IT of the YSA held a joint meeting at the most recent

YSA convention and announced it to the convention and invited Party and YSA comrades
to attend. A comrade of the IMT was also present, Cde. Charles; Cde. Gordon Fox also
attended this meeting on assigmment for the LIF or the Party leadership, as did
comrade Cindy Burke, No charges were ever brought against us for this, For

further information on this question, I refer you to the correspondence of Cde. J.
Shaffer to Nelson Blackstock, dated Dec. 2, 1973, in answer to allegations along the
same line in Blackstock's letter of Dec. 1, 1973. 1In conjunction with this, I sent
this correspondence to the PC with my letter of Dec. 10, 1973. If the IT comrades

in Texas were wrong in inviting YSA members to a meeting of the SWP IT, why were no
charges proferred by this time? Comrades, by stating that we are breaking disciplin e
but not bringing us up on specific charges, you make a mockery of Party disciplinary
procedures and turn it into a circus.

12, DENIAL OF MINORITY RIGHTS IN BRANCHES AND LOCALS

The refusal of the Party and YSA branches and locals to allow members of the I.T,

to make minority reports in tasks and perspectives discussions as a matter of policy,
This has most recently occurred in Houston and Chicago. Our members are put on exe~
cutive committees but if they seek to function, they are given no rights. In the
same way different evaluations of the May 11 actions were denied minority reports

in numerous branches.

At a recent joint educational for SWP and YSA members in the Houston branch on

Cuba, the I.T. comrades were attacked both as a Tendency and as individuals by

name, A major part of the educational was given over this attack. However,
when I.T. comrades asked for the right to answer these political attacks and per=-
sonal attacks, they were refused the right. When they tried to make answers, they
were ruled out of order. This is not an isolated case at all, In branches all over
the country, attacks are continually made on the I.T, without giving the right to
reply. Insome cases they are given three minutes after a twenty minute attack has
been made on them or their positions. In the YSA in Houston the organizer has
charged the I.T. with being "reformist, Stalinist, trying to wreck the ¥YSA and being
disloyal", In this same branch the Party organizer agreed with a new YSA member
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that the I.T. comrades were "anti-communists", Clearly this slander campaign knows
no bounds. ’ '

13. VILE PERSONAL SIANDER

In the Los Angeles Erawnch zfter the I,T, comrades had asked that a member of the
YSA reported to be a '"poiice agent" be given a trial bafore dropping him from mem-
bersuip, the I.T. comrad-z are now referrad to as "cop lovers". Cde. Barry Sheppard,
Af he is not directly responsible for this, and anyone who has waLc i2ed him function
has to consider thic possibility, is indirectly respensible. The I.T. comrades for
very good reasons defend the norms of Leninist democracy, not only for themselves
but for others also. As it turnad out, there w2s no conclusive evidence “hat this
perccn was ar "agent", There was, however, evidence that he was extremely suspicious
and mentally mixed up, and on thaat bssis the I,T. comrades voted to drop him from
membership. Howevar, we feel that a trisl in this case w23 quite correct and edu-
cational, In some circumstances, actions must be taken irmediately, but this was
not one of them, and a trial was quita appropriate. But to refzar to comrades as
"cop-lovers" is a filthy and v:le act.

14, ATTEMPTS TO DENY I.T. POLTTICAL ACTIVITY IN THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The situation created in the Los Angeles branch where Comrade Ned M., a member of
the I.T, who is an elicted rcpreseh_ative of the union , furctionirng on the State
Executive Board cf the Social Service Emplcyeec Union, gives Lurther evidence of
the factional attitudes of the LTF lcadership, Cde. Ned, after having informed
the branch of the perapeutivec of building a cavcus in his union in order to push
for an escalator clause in the upcoming contract negotiations, and after having
that perspectives approved by the branch, was put under discipline to withdraw
from the cesucus after it wes formed and in the middle of the pre-strike actions.
He was also withdrawn as the speaker at a forum (the only forum that a member of
the I.T, has been offered in over two years) after the forum had been publically
advertised and given wide notice among. union membero.

After having the orpnvh'e approval, Cde. Ned ard other union members had formed

a caucus which waz nct zn anti-leaders hip caucus, as zuch, but which in a fairly
pedantic and non-polenical manner, argued for the inclusion of a cost of living
escalator clause in the cozntract and issued lezflets to that effect. Cde. Barry
Sheppard, efter ceeing the leaflet c,nd seeing Cde., Ned's name on it, ordered Ned

to report to his office immedistely. Ked did so and was accompznied by another

I.T. member, <de. Gena W. Waen they entered Sheppard®’s office, Sheppard screamed

at Cde. Gene, "Get cut," When Ned stated that unless Gane was allcwed to stay, he
would leave. Sheppard said, “Then you get out., tco.'" lcwever, as both comrades
sought to carry out his orders, Cde. Barry changed his troubied mind and told them
both to stay. Sheppard informed Ned that the only rrie he was to play in the union
was to sell Militants, Despitc the fact that this comrads had always informed the
leadership as to whet activitics he was carrying out in the union, he was now told
e must do nothing in th2 midst oI what could have been a major strike action on the
West Coast cf the U.S. Ned was not even consulted on the articles that appeared in
the Party's press concerning the situation around the strike actions. This not only
reflects the factional role the leaderchip but their complete disintereat for the use
of our trade union cadrec 3 the general political interestz of the working class.
Sheppard maintained that to come out for the esczalator clause would be an anti-
union leadership action and therefore wrong. The situation as stated elvve was
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nothing like that. This is not to cay that at some point anti-leadership caucuses
will not be a necessity; however, tais situation had nothing in common with such
cases, Copies of the literature of the escalator clause caucus make this evident.
Cde. Sheppard cen supply the PC if they are so interested,

FOR A PARTTY COMMISSION

1 feel that these sixteen points ccver the situation adequately. If the leader-
ship wants further proof o’ its own factional actions, they can be provided. In
fact, the I.T. is requusting each of its local areas to draw up an accurate report
on these actions over the last few years so as to be able to give this information
to the appropriate n~tionzl and international bodies should it be necessary. We
append a copy of our letter of Octobar 29, 1973, to the United Secretariat for
reference,

It is our hope that further letters like this will not be necessary, however, the
Party leadership has failed to encourage such hopes by théir past actions. If the
leadership does not act to correct this situation now, we will have no choice but

to petition the International Control Commission to hold a thorough investigation

of these matters. We feel the investigation of the situation in the IMG in the

past offers a suitable preced-nt for such action. That was the case which the Party
published in fine detail in a special document. ' '

We urge that a Perity Cormission at both national and local levels be set up to
work out these matters and to change the ‘functioning of the SWP and YSA so that
there can not only be unity in the Party but also that our comrades of the L.T.

can be allowed to fulfill their role as revolutionaries. We did not join the
Socialist Workers Party to be treated as pariahs and to be excluded from revolu-
tionary practice. We joined the Trotskyist movement in opposition to the policies
of bureaucratic misleadexrship as found in the Stalinist and Social Democratic organi-
zations. We wish to remain in the Socialist Worker=z-Party and build it as the Party
of the American socialist revolution but we fear that ycu want to split this Party
end to drive us out of it. We ask that you show by a reversal of your past poli-
cies and actions that this is not the case. Only your actions can solve this
crisis, comrades. ' '

molutionary greetings,
Bill Massey

Internationalist Lepdnncy

cc: IMT
IT
Ken Anderson
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