April 1971

No. 2 in 1971

Contents Page

WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT REPORT TO
SWP NATTIONAL COMMITTEE PLENUM, March
14, 1971 by Betsey Stone 2

WORID MOVEMENT REPORT TO SWP NATIONAL
COMMITTEE PLENUM, March 13, 1971 by
Joe Hansen 15

YOUTH REPORT TO SWP NATIONAL COMMITTEE
PLENUM, March 15, 1971 by Frank Boehm 23

40 cents

Published by

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
14 Charles Lane, New York, N.Y. 10014



WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT REPORT TO SWP NATIONAL COMMITTEE PLENUM

March 14, 1971

by Betsey Stone

The resolution on the women's
liberation movement, which will be pre-
sented for vote at the SWP national
convention, will be the first SWP
resolution on the feminist movement.

It will include a discussion of our
basic position, including such ques-
tions as the relationship between
capitalism and female oppression, the
role of the family, the relationship
between the feminist movement and strug-
gles around other issues, including
nationalist struggles, and an analysis
of the roots and potential of the
feminist movement today.

All these topics have been taken
up by our movement before -- in the
report to the plenum last March, at
the Oberlin educational conference,
at the recent YSA convention, and in
numerous articles in The Militant
and International Socialist Review.
So. although they will be included
in the resolution, I'm not going to
go into them in detail again in the
report to this plenum. Instead, T
want to concentrate on an analysis
of the situation today in the women's
movement.

Our strategy in regard to the
feminist movement is based on the cen-
tral ideas contained in the Transi-
tional Program. We believe that the
key way people are brought into motion
against this system is through struggles
around concrete issues and demands
which relate to their needs. We do
not believe that masses of people
will become involved in revolutionary
8truggle through being won over by
argument alone to the abstract idea
of socialism.

The struggle to overturn capital-
ism is a process, whereby the power
and confidence of the masses is built
up over time through struggle. The
culmination of this process is the
contest for state power. Each battle
to change, or take control of the
institutions of society is a basic
part of this process, part of mobilizing
the masses in struggle.

Already, in the short history
of the feminist movement, we have
seen the correctness of this mass
action approach. The greatest steps
forward taken by the movement have
come when it began to relate to, and
fight around, issues of concern to
masses of women.

Through our activities in build-
ing the feminist movement with this
mass perspective, the YSA and SWP have

contributed significantly to the growth
of the movement -- both ideologically
and numerically. In preparing this
report, I tried to assess as accurately
as possible the role we have played
even in the short history of the move-
ment, and we can say with assurance
that it has been a decisive one. As
just one example, without our parti-
cipation with the perspective of making
the movement visible by mobilizing
women around feminist demands, August
26 would never have been the mass
mobilization that it was.

We, along with other forces,
fought successfully to have August
26 based on concrete demands which
could appeal to masses of women. We
also played an important role in pub-
licizing and building the action.
And since August 26 we have partici-
pated, along with other forces, in
carrying out activities which have
been responsible for bringing tens
of thousands of new women into the
movement. We have helped build coali-
tions, campus groups, city-wide groups
and various kinds of actions, including
the whole series of large women's
liberation conferences and actions
this spring.

One of the reasons we have been
able to play this role has been the
fact that we have participated in
the movement with the idea that we
have a great deal to learn, as well
as to contribute. For example, when
we attended the First Congress to
Unite Women -~ which was one of the
earliest gatherings of women where
some of the basic demands of the
movement were hammered out -~ we
attended with the idea of learning
as well as contributing. We immediately
supported the demands raised by that
conference and we began to work to
help build a movement based on fighting
for them. At the Congress to Unite
Women, and other similar early con-
ferences and meetings, we also began
to absorb the confidence and strength
that comes from participating in a
movement where women unite together
against common oppression.

On the basis of the ideas and
demands that began to grow out of the
movement, we helped build the movement
into a mass movement, based on action.
We helped organize consciousness-
raising activities in such a way that
the largest number of women could begin
to take part. We saw consciousness-
raising not only as an activity to
be carried out by small groups, but
something that could take place in
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large groups as well -- at conferences,
over the radio and TV, and anywhere
women happen to get together. Most
importantly, we saw that consciousness-
raising was not an end in itself but

is a vital part of laying the basis

for taking action against female oppres-
sion.

Mass Action Debate

The rapid growth of the feminist
movement -- and August 26 in particular --
initiated a debate within the movement
over the question of the mass action
perspective. In many instances, this
debate has centered around the question
of the role played by the YSA and SWP
as proponents of mass action in the
movement, and has included red-baiting
attacks on us. After August 26, a number
of women's liberation newspapers attacked
August 26, reacting to it in a sectarian
manner, and combined their attacks
with charges that the SWP was "taking
over" the movement. Other Jjournals
and individual women have defended
mass actions, have participated in
building continuing actions, and have
defended the SWP and YSA against red-
baiting.

It is important to understand
that these debates and discussions
have developed because there are a
whole number of political tendencies
within the feminist movement who are
opposed to building a mass fighting
women's movement which struggles around
issues of concern to women. Because
the SWP is the most consistent national
political tendency which fights for
such a mass-action perspective, these
tendencies often use red-baiting to
cloud over the real issues, and to
prejudice people against ous parti-
cipation and ideas.

SWP and YSA members have been
pictured by these tendencies as social-
ist dupes of the "male-dominated"
left, coming in to "infiltrate," to
"subvert" and to "take over" the femin-
ist movement. It is important for us
to explain what is behind these attacks.
We should explain that they have nothing
whatsoever to do with "take overs"
or infiltration. On the contrary, our
record of being the best fighters for
democratic procedures within the move-
ment is impeccable. Nor do such charges
actually stem from the fact that the
SWP and YSA are organizations which
men as well as women belong to.

We should explain what red-baiting

is —- that it is an attempt to use

the anti-socialist. prejudices incul-
cated into this society by the ruling
class to discredit a. revolutionary
organization and the program it fights
for. The implication .that socialists
enter movements, such as the feminist

movement, not because we support the
goals of those movements, but because
we want to subvert and use them for
unnamed nefarious ends is an idea
right out of the McCarthyism of the
1950's.

The truth is that, as revolution-
aries, the SWP and YSA are the most
consistent supporters of the perspec-
tive of building an independent, demo-
cratic feminist movement. And, unlike
many organizations participating in
the movement today, we see no contra-
diction between a perspective of build-
ing the independent feminist movement
and building the revolutionary social-
ist party.

We also need to point out the
logic of trying to discredit or exclude
from the movement the ideas of cer-
tain women because they belong to
organizations which contain men, or
associate with men in other ways.

There are many women in the movement
who belong to such organizations —-
Black women who belong to Black organi-
zations, trade union women, women

who belong to various political parties
and organizations, socialist women,

as well as the tens of millions of
women who live with men. Ironically,
some of the red-baiters who charge

the SWP women with being "male-domi-
nated" belong to organizations with
men in them themselves. It is our
program they disagree with, not the
fact that men and women together have
formulated that program.

What is at stake in the debates
within the movement are very basic
political differences over how best
to build the movement, and it is of
greatest importance that there be
a clear, calm, open political debate
of these issues, so that the greatest
number of women possible cam be informed
about the real issues, and can help
participate in determining the strategy
of the movement, not on the basis of
prejudice or hearsay, but on the basis
of a complete and open discussion.

Briefly, I want to discuss the
various anti-mass-action tendencies
which have been involved in this red-
baiting, to consider the ideas they
have and the roles they are playing
in the movement. They can be divided,
roughly, into four different categories:

The first category is those
ultraleft women coming out of the new
left or ex-SDS milieu. The second
category includes two kinds of idealist
utopians: counter-institutionists, and
what can be designated as "living-
room feminists." The third is the
traditional type reformists and liberals.
The fourth category includes the various
reformist socialist tendencies, the
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largest of these being the Communist
Party.

"New Lefters"

Many ex-SDSers, and others from
the "new left" milieu, carry into the
feminist movement the sectarian and
ultraleft views of the new left. Many
of these women were founders of the
first feminist groups in their areas
after they split from SDS, and to
this day they still have influence
in such women's liberation newspapers
such as Off Our Backs.

The ideology of this grouping
has gone through considerable flux
and change, but there are a number
of main ideas which characterize their
approach which are familiar to us
from our experiences in the antiwar
movement :

They tend to want to find short
cuts around the long, hard Jjob of
building a mass movement by organizing
struggles around the basic demands
of women, such as child care, equal
pay, etc.; and they counterpose strug-
gling around "anti-imperialist" or
"pro-socialist" ideas. Often they in-
sist that in order to be effective,
the feminist movement must, from its
very inception, be consciously social-
ist or anti-capitalist. This orienta-
tion is evident in the "anti-imperial-
ist" conferences being organized in
Canada in April, and in formations
like the Chicago Women's Liberation
Union, which has written into its
statement of purpose that all members
must be anti-capitalist.

Another characteristic of these
forces is the attempt to turn the
women's liberation movement into a
movement which basically orients towards
issues and demands other than feminist
demands. For example, at one point
last fall, some groups turned all
their energies toward organizing for
the Black Panther Party convention
in Washingbton, and discontinued acti-
vities which would bring new women
into the feminist movement. Many of
these women also reject student struggles
around feminist issues on the grounds
that they are not oriented to the
most oppressed layers of women.

The Idealists

The second major group has been
quite aptly designated as "living-
room feminism." The main characteristic
of this tendency is that they want
to make the movement a substitute
for the failure of society to create
an unalienated personal life. They
orient toward making women's centers
into livingroom-like areas, where
small groups can meet together in

supposedly unalienated relationships,
and they tend to get nervous when more
women get together than could fit

into a livingroom.

Cell-16 in Boston is probably
one of the best examples of this ten-
dency to reject any kind of large-
scale organization of women. Last
November they split from the Female
Liberation group in Boston, specifically
because they said that Female Liberation
was getting too big. They wanted their
group to be small and pure, and said
that the new women coming into Female
Liberation were "impeding its efficien-
cy and dilutbting its message." After
they split, they refused to let any
additional members into their cell.

Common among livingroom feminists
is a hostility to materialist explana-
tions of female oppression. They tend
to say that the oppression of women
has grown up in society, not as a
result of class oppression, but because
men took advantage of the fact that
women had the children in order to
make slaves of them. They often see
the oppressionof women as being the
basis for all the different types
of oppression in society. The Red-
stockings Manifesto is an example
of this approach. Lt says: "All other
forms of exploitation and oppression
(racism, capitalism, imperialism, etc.)
are extensions of male supremacy: men
dominate women, a few men dominate
the rest."

Because many of these women think
that female oppression stems not from
class oppression, but from the fact
that men obtain some short-term bene-
fits from oppressing women -- living-
room feminism tends to concentrate
on small-group consciousness-raising
as the chief method for changing
society. They believe that liberation
can come from changing peoples' minds,
as opposed to changing social institu-
tions. This is reflected in their
attitude toward the Black liberation
movement as well. In Redstockings, one
of the most important ways of relating
to the Black movement was to have
consciousness-raising to overcome
one's own "white-skin privilege."

In relation to the question of
renouncing privileges, and attempting
to create a perfect, unalienated atmos-
phere within the movement -~ the living-
room feminists and the new left women
often have much in common. Both empha-
size the necessity of intellectually
understanding one's oppression -- and
tend to counterpose this to mass action.
Both reacted to August 26 in a sec-
tarian manner. They felt that the
women marching there were "low level,"
and didn't understand their full oppres-
sion. They felt that the demands raised
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on August 26 "weren't radical enough."
Both also tended to reject alliances
around August 26 with groups such

as the National Organization for, Women
(WOW) ,because they felt that these
women might contaminate the demonstra-
tion with their reformist ideas.

Related to the livingroom feminist
approach is the perspective of changing
society by building counter-institu-
tions. Both of these tendencies -- the
livingroom feminists and the counter-
institutionists -~ tend toward utopian-
ism, because they try to create islands
of a perfert new society, within the
context of the 0ld society. The West
Coast women's liberation newspaper,

Everywoman, is one of the newspapers
whic% tends to carry articles empha-

sizing a counter-institutionist approach.

They put forward the view that women
should not make demands on the govern-
ment to set up such things as child
care centers, but that women in the
movement should use their own resources
to set up child care centers, as well
as abortion counseling, private women's
liberation health clinics, clothing
exchanges, food co-ops, loan societies,
etc. Other women have a similar kind

of orientation toward creating living
comnunes and collectives.

Such activities may be able to
help a few women survive on a day-
to-day basis. But the building of
counter-institutions is no altermative,
and is often a conscious retreat from,
the fight for control of the vast
resources of this society, so that
these can be used for the benefit of
all women. The women's liberation
movement, by itself, cannot provide
for the needs of women. Any attempt
to do so leads to peaceful coexistence
with female oppression and with capital-
ism in general.

The Liberals

The third basic political ten-
dency within the movement is composed
of the traditional liberals and reform-
ists. That is, those women who rely
on the Democratic and Republican parties
to change things. Most prominent among
these non-socialist reformists are
wome women in NOW, and such politicians
as Bella Abzug. Recently, for the first
time that I know of, a group within
the newer women's liberation forces
has also decided to work through the
Democratic Party. In New York, a group
within the Radical Feminists decided
to orient toward working in the New
Democratic Coalition.

Many of these women in the move-
ment -- who orient at one time or
another to the Democratic Party either
through lobbying or campaigning for
a political candidate -- are women who

can be involved in building independent
mass actions around basic women's
liberation demands. As a matter of

fact we've found, as in the antiwar
movement, that although these people
will sometimes switch back and forth --
depending on whether it's an election
year or not -- it is more easy to

win them to a mass action perspective
than it is to win some of the ultra-
lefts. Some of these women are very
serious, and as they are convinced
through their experience that the
Democratic Party is a deadend, we can
expect they will be won away from their
present reformist orientation.

cp, PL, IS

Now, what about our "socialist"
opponents? Without exception, all of
them, to one degree or another, have
exhibited nervousness about the women's
liberation movement because of their
fundamentally reformist perspectives.

Progressive Labor completely
rejects the feminist movement on the
basis that the only valid struggles
are those which are waged by workers,
as workers.

IS has a more confused approach,
which changes from time to time and
is different in different parts of
the country. But, all of their groups
have a tendency to question the legit-
imacy of feminism if "working" women
are not involved. They underestimate
the role which students and young women
out of the student milieu can play
in initiating and building the move-
ment, and they try to orient mainly
to what they conceive of as struggles
which relate to working women.

The Communist Party, in a whole
series of articles and statements,
has shown quite openly its nervous-
ness, if not outright hostility, toward
feminism. Their attitude is expressed
most clearly in their assertions that
the feminist struggle is less impor-
tant than other movements, and in their
reactionary defense of, and romantici-
zation of, the family.

The Communist Party's hostile
attitude toward feminism flows from
their general perspective of supporting
the Soviet bureaucracy's attempts
to coexist peacefully with world
capitalism. For one thing, feminism
represents a challenge to the situa-
tion of women in the Soviet Union.
It doesn't take a feminist very long
to figure out that the role played
by women in Soviet society is not
what we are flghtlng for.

Secondly, the CP fears all poten—»uw L

tial mass struggles in this country
which could pose a real threat to the
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ruling class and upset the world equil-
ibrium of the "great powers." The
Communist Party does not see this
period as a time when forces can be
built up independent of the ruling
class, in order to work toward actually
making a revolution against that class.
As they see it, the perspective we

have before us in this country is not
one of revolution, but of assuring the
ascendancy of the liberal, pro-peaceful-
coexistence wing of the capitalist
class. They think of all independent
movements against oppression in terms
of how they can channel them into
acting in support of, and as a pressure
on, the liberal wing of the capitalist
class. They are afraid of feminism
because —-- like nationalism —-- it

poses itself so sharply against not
only the conservatives, but the liberals
as well.

An example of this is the poten-
tial impact of feminism on the union
movement. The CP looks at the unions
in terms of trying to make them more
like they were in the thirties and
forties, when the CP played a strong
role in the leadership of the industrial
unions and used them as pressure groups
on the Democratic Party. We have a
different view. We believe that the
union movement must be transformed
and revolutionized under the impact
of the movements for social change
today, such as the feminist movement.

What the CP fears most is a mass,
fighting women's movemenrt which mobi-
lizes masses of working women, in
struggle for "unreasonable" demands
which the capitalist liberals cannot

meet. And they are the strongest opponents

of the perspective of building such

a movement. We know that as the move-
ment grows bigger, they will adapt

to it more and more and their opposition
will become more subtle. They will

use both sectarian, ultraleft, and
utopian tactics to cover up their
reformism. Already they show signs

of supporting the perspective of con-
centration on building counter-institu-
tions, and they have not spoken out
against the exclusionary and ultraleft
aspects of the anti-imperialist con-
ferences in Canada. They have attempted
to subordinate the movement to other
struggles, and they have tried to orient
the movement toward giving support to
Democratic Party candidates such as
Shirley Chisholm and Bella Abzug.

All of the four political groupings
which I've described are united in
one way: they are all opposed to building
the feminist movement in a way which
could attract masses of women and
orient them toward independent struggle.
The new left, the livingroom feminists
and the counter-institutionists all

either organize in such a way as to
keep the movement invisible to the
masses of women, or around issues
which do not relate to their concrete
needs. The reformists, instead of
building a mass movement, look to

the Democratic Party and existing
political forces to give women libera-
tion.

These are the forces which we
and other women who support mass action
have been contending with and fighting
against in order to create a viable
mass movement. And it's clear that we
will continue to have to take them
on. For regardless of the differences
between them, all these tendencies
are united in their orientation to
finding ultraleft, reformist, or utopian
alternatives to building a mass move-
ment struggling around women's demands.

What is the relationship of
forces, right now, between these ten-
dencies and the mass action forces?
Around the time of August 26, the
ultralefts and the utopians had a very
strong influence in the movement,
because many of the groups had been
founded by them. But things have
changed considerably since that time.
The movement has grown much larger.
Strong campus groups have emerged
in many areas, and these have turned
out to be vital bases for building
strong city-wide women's liberation
groups.

Second, city-wide coalitions with

-action perspectives have been built,

often through conscious struggle against
opponents of mass action. Broad action
coalitions, most of them centered on

the abortion fight, exist in many

cities including Washington, Chicago,
Boston, the Twin Cities, and New York,
with statewide coalitions existing

in Michigan, Texas, Colorado, and
Indiana.

Third, some of the organizations
which opposed an action perspective
have either disintegrated or have
been won over. A whole series of new
viable feminist organizations and
actions have been built since August
26. One indication of this was the
success of International Women's Day.

The Abortion Strugele

Around the country we have parti-
cipated in actions built around all
the central demands of the movement.
We've participated in fighting for
women's studies, in demonstrations
against sexism in advertising, in
high school women's rights struggles.
We've helped organize Black, Chicana
and other Third World women's activi-
ties and groups, and we have organized
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to support struggles opposing discrimina-
tion against women on the job -- such

as the present struggle of the maids

at Berkeley and working women in Denver.
Child care is another issue we have
helped to organize around, especially

in fighting for child care centers on
campuses.

However, it is the abortion fight
which has emerged as the central issue
around which women are organizing.

Nons of the other issues, including
child care, has yet attracted such
large numbers of women and such en-
thusiasm. Abortion projects and coali-
tions have sprung up all over the
country —-- in Indiana, Connecticut,

New Jersey, Rhode Island, Maine, North
Dakota, Missouri, as well as the places
I mentioned earlier. And there are
probably many other places that we
don't know about yet. Many of these
groups are reaching out to very broad
layers of women, including church
groups, unions and Black groups. At
least three trade unions have passed
resolutions at national conventions

in the past year in favor of the right
of women to abortion. The issue of
abortion has also come to the fore

in many of the emerging women's libera-
tion struggles in other countries -—-
for example in Belgium, Holland, England,
France, Australia, New Zealand, and
Canada.

Within the U.S., in response
to the pro-abortion struggles, opposi-
tion to the right to abortion is also
building up through the efforts of
reactionary groups. The Catholic Church
in particular is investing huge sums
of money in this effort, taking out
advertisements in newspapers, and even
organizing demonstrations.

It is clearer than ever before
that the women's liberation movement
should intervene decisively in this
growing national ferment and discussion
over the issue of abortion, to put
forward the position of the feminist
movement, to demonstrate the power
of women, and to build a nationwide
abortion movement which can have a
real impact in winning gains for women.
As things stand now, all the campaigns
around this issue are occuring on
a state-by-state basis. The types
of laws being introduced differ from
state to state, although there is
a general trend toward more liberal
laws being introduced as a result of
the pressure of the movement. No state
yet has passed a law for total repeal,
which is the position being put forward
by almost all the women's liberation
coalitions.

The importance of the women's
liberation movement intervening deci-

sively and clearly to lead a campaign
for total repeal, for free abortion on de-
mand, and for no forced sterilization was
illustrated by something that occurred
in Denver. An abortion reform bill

was introduced into the Colorado legis-
lature under the title of "population
control.” The fact that the abortion
issue was mixed up with the population
control issue not only hurt the abor-
tion cause, but went totally against

our whole basic concept of the right

of women to control their own bodies.

The fact that the right to abor-
tion was connected with the idea of
population control made it much easier
for anti-abortion forces to rally
people to their side, because they
could demagogically point to the bill
as a threat to each individual's right
to decide. As a result, there was a
demonstration of 1,000 anti-abortion
forces in Denver in late December
organized by the Catholic Laymen and
the Right to Life Committee.

Of course, the fact that changes
are being made, and victories are being
won on the abortion issue is not the
only reason women are organizing around
it. The right to control over your
body is absolutely fundamental to any
kind of freedom for women at all.

Abortion is an issue that affects
millions of women in the most immediate
way. Victories around this issue will
be very important in showing the growing
power of the women's liberation move-
ment, in proving to masses of women
that the feminist movement is a serious
movement fighting around issues which
are of concern to all women. Moreover,
if we are actually able to make abor-
tions available to women, this will
have a tremendously 1liberating effect
and help to raise the whole movement
to a higher level. A fight around the
issue of abortion could also serve as
an inspiration and an example for
struggles over other issues.

The abortion repeal movement
has reached a kind of turning point
and it is important that, for all
these reasons, a more coordinated
and massive campaign on the issue
of abortion be organized on a national
level. Such a campaign could have
many different aspects to it, and
activities -~ such as abortion hearings,
statewide demonstrations, conferences,
etc. =— but it should build toward
some kind of demonstration which could
be a national show of strength of
women around this issue. We feel that
by concentrating on this issue we
can take the next, powerful, step
forward in the women's liberation movement.

The first step toward initiating



such a campaign would be some kind of
national abortion conference, where
the campaign could be launched.

In launching such a campaign,
women in the movement will have to
wage a fight against those who will
oppose it, as well as against the
doubts of those who have never parti-
cipated in this kind of mobilization
before. This means giving women con-
fidence in themselves, confidence
in the fact that the movement can
have an impact on this country. That
there are large numbers of new women
who are not involved in the movement
today who can be reached and brought
into the movement on the basis of
such a struggle.

The larger this movement becomes,
the more women there are who don't
feel like subordinating their struggle
to any other struggle, and who want
to fight and win victories which will
help women. Many women are looking
for and will be enthusiastic about the
perspective of such a national campaign.
The large number of new women who have
come into the movement over the past
months has changed the relationship
of forces between the mass action
and anti-mass action orientations.

In addition, many of the organiza-
tions set up by the new left and living-
room feminists are in a state of disarray
because they lack a perspective for
reaching out and winning new women,
or they are considering changing their
orientation. For example, Redstockings
has disappeared. Bread and Roses is
in a state of crisis due to opposition
to mass action and their concentration
on finding liberation through small-
scale organizing such as building
collectives, communes and through
creating a kind of women's culture
in small groups. The once very large
Chicago Women's Liberation Union is
deeply divided over the question of
perspectives for the movement.

Many of these tendencies are
running aground on the contradictions
of their own positions. But, as we
have learned in the antiwar movement,
Just because they have trouble organizing
something on their own doesn't mean
that when someone else gets something
going, they won't be there to oppose
it and try to break it up. We know
that if any kind of national campaign
is to be successful, we will have to
fight for it, and work with others
to politically educate and inspire
women about this perspective.

Now, in addition to fighting
nationally for the right of women to
abortion, there are a whole series
of other specific tasks which we should

work on in the coming period.

April 24

First of all, in the next month
and a half, top priority must be given
to building the women's contingents
for April 24. There are tremendous
openings in this area. During pervious
actions, with a few exceptions, there
has not been much success in organizing
women's task forces and contingents
in antiwar demonstrations. This is
partly because many of the new left
founders of the women's liberation
movement were opponents of the antiwar
movement and opposed antiwar demonstra-
tions, and they brought their prejudice
against them into the feminist move-
ment. In addition, while the feminist
movement was still not very well estab-
lished, it was much easier for those
who opposed mass action against the
war to be successful in convincing
new women that joining an antiwar
campaign meant dissolving the feminist
movement into the antiwar movement.

In building for April 24, however,
we have seen a big growth of enthusiasm
about the idea of demonstrating, as
women, against the war. A national
women's contingent has been set up with
the sole purpose of organizing activi-
ties around the 24th. It has already
been endorsed by many feminist groups
and a broad spectrum of women. Campus
women's liberation organizations have
been particularly enthusaistic. Special
leaflets, posters and buttons are being
issued. The idea of the contingent
has received a good response at many
of the antiwar workshops at women's
liberation conferences. Local women's
contingents are being organized. And
a significant number of women who used
to be hostile to broad mass actions
have been involved for the first time.

There is another thing that is
very important politically about
building the United Women's Contingent.
It is a part of the battle to win
the women's liberation movement to
a perspective of mass action. Women
who see the need for mass action against
the war are going to be among the best
builders of a mass feminist movement
around concrete demands of concern
to women. And vice versa. It is most
often those women opposed to building
broad women's liberation actions around
feminist demands who are also opposed
to the United Women's Contingent.

What is already clear is that
April 24 will probably be the largest
demonstration of women since August
26, and we should throw ourselves
into building it with that in mind.

The abortion campaigns and building



the women's contingent are in no way ex-
clusive. While they will be the focus of
much immediate activity, we should con-

tinue all the avrious activities we are

carrying out in the movement on a local

level —--— building campus and high school
groups, building coalitions and citywide
women's liberation groups.

Black Women's Iiberation and Chicana
Liberation

Another very important area of
activity is Third World women's liberation.
There continues to be more and more in-
terest among Black women in the feminist
movement. The Phoenix Organization of
Women in New York has been one of the
most dramatic examples of this. More and
more literature is coming out on this
subject, and there is a big debate going
on within the nationalist movement of
feminism. Many of the reformist organiza-
tions have cooperated with the capital-
ist press to launch a big campaign —-
which the ultralefts have joined —-- to
convince Black women that women's libera-
tion is a middle-class movement which
has nothing to do with them.

At the same time, more and more Black
women are putting forward the position
that feminist ideas are deeply relevant
to them, and SWPers and YSAers have been
in the forefront of this. One of the
places where this debate has been car-
ried on has been in the ILeague of Revo-
lutionary Black Workers in Detroit. At
first the League ridiculed women's
liberation and equated it with "free
love." But then, some of the women in
the organization began to seriously con-
sider the ideas of women's liberation,
partly as a result of the work of our
comrades in putting forward Black femin-
ist ideas, and selling The Militant, which
carried articles on Black women's libera-
tion.

We want to continue to participate
in this debate over Black feminism. We
want to continue to discuss it in The
Militant and to sponsor forums and
meetings around it. Several Back women
comrades have made short tours discussing
this, and this should continue. We are
also participating in Black women's
campus groups, and in a number of areas
are organizing Third World women's actions
and Third World participation in broader
coalitions.

In the Chicano movement, we also
see new forces getting interested in
women's liberation. A Chicana conference
is being organized in Houston this spring.
And the Chicano press more and more men-
tions the participation of Chicanas in
the activities of the movement. We should
continue not only to cover this growing
movement in The Militant, but also to
participate to the greatest extent in
building it.

Other Tasks
Another task we have concerns sales

of our literature. In the past months
we've put out a tremendous amount of
literature about women's liberation, in-
cluding regular articles in The Militant
and ISR, a whole series of pamphlets,

and Two books. Selling subscriptions and
individual copies of The Militant is
especially important because this is

the place where we have a week-by-week
analysis of the perspectives for the
movement, where we can help build nation-
al campaigns, answer attacks, take part
in discussions and raise general conscious-
ness about the roots and causes of the
oppression of women. And it brings
readers our analyses of all the basic poli-
tical issues of today. Already it's clear
that The Militant is being read by hun-
dreds of activists in the movement. At
the March 6-7 conference in New York,

for example, 98 subscriptions to The
Militant, several hundred single copies,
an subscriptions to the ISR were sold.

Comrades in most areas in the coun-
try have set up regular women's libera-
tion classes, both external and internal.
We have also had a series of women's
liberation tours -~ by Evelyn Reed and
Linda Jenness.

One important area we need to im-
prove on is to be sure that comrades
regularly read the women's liberation
press, including the papers put oubt by
tendencies which we disagree with. The
national office has sent out a list of
some of the key newspapers, magazines and
books on women's liberation which the
branches should carry in their bookstores,
and we will try to keep this up to date.

Another big area of work has been,
and will continue to be, building the
women's liberation aspect of our elec-
tion campaigns. In the past year, we
have run some campaigns which have had
an important effect in winning new women
to the ideas of the feminist movement and
to the SWP. Our candidates —-- both men
and women -- have become known as
campaigners for women's liberation.

Finally, significant numbers
of activists in the women's liberation
movement have begun to Jjoin the SWP
and YSA, We have an especially impor-
tant job in educating these new forces,
giving them a thorough grounding in
our program, and integrating them into
all aspects of the life of the party.
Many are attracted to our movement be-
cause of our support to feminism;
our job is to educate them as revolu-
tionary politicians in the fullest
sense.

The Revolutionary Party

In the last part of this report,
I want to take up some questions con-
cerning the relationship of feminist
consciousness to the functioning of
the party. When you have a movement
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growing as rapidly as the feminist
movement, and having such an impact
on our party because of our deep in-
volvement in it, there are naturally
many new questions that are raised.

The women's liberation movement
is changing our party in many ways,
not only in regard to our political
understanding, but it is also affecting
the personal lives of individual com-
rades. For women comrades, it has meant
that we have more confidence in our-
selves. Many women comrades have begun
to take themselves more seriously,
to feel that their contributions to
the movement are important, and that
they can take more responsibility in
the movement. In this sense alone,
the women's liberation movement has
already contributed to the growth of
the revolutionary socialist movement.

This discovery of ourselves
as human beings can be a deep-going
emotional experience for women comrades.
Some of us feel at home with ourselves
for the first time in our lives. There
was a comment on this in a recent article
in the New York Times book review section,
which I thought was pretty descriptive.
The author wrote: "Suddenly it was
a great time to be a women.... It
was as if we had been born on Jupiter
and had suddenly arrived on earth,
weighing 200 pounds less and breathing
the atmosphere we were meant for....
Every woman who enters in can grow,
breathe, stretch, find her capacities,
shed fear, acquire discipline, become
whole, a female human being."

At the same time, feminist conscious-
ness gives us a deeper understanding
of how impossible it is for us, living
under capiEalisE society, to be really
free -- psychologically, socially, or
economically. For no matter how much
we learn about the roots of our oppres-
sion, we still live in this same oppres-
sive sociebty, and, in addition, we find
that we ourselves have already been
so psychologically affected by this
society that there are also great
limits to the degree to which we can
change. A very good description of
this situation appeared in Meredith
Tax's article in Notes From the Second
Year. She says:

"We have to face the fact that
pieces have been cut out of us to make
us fit into this society. We have to
try to imagine what we could have been
if we hadn't been taught from birth
that we are stupid, unable to analyze
anything, 'intuitive,' passive, physically
weak, hysterical, overemotional, depen-
dent by nature, incapable of defending
ourselves against any attack, fit only
to be the housekeeper, sex object, and
emotional service center for some man,

or men and children....,We have had
our mental and emotional feet bound
for thousands of years. And the fact
that some of the pieces that have

been cut out of us are ones we can
never replace or reconstruct -- an
ego, self-confidence, an ability to
make choices —-— is the most difficult
of all to deal with.... Only by
realizing what we might have been,

can we imagine how different women

in a post-revolutionary society might
be able to be. But knowing thalbt we
cannot achieve this ourselves...that
we can see what has gone wrong within
ourselves, and still be unable to put
it permanently right -~ this is very
painful and discouraging. But it is
necessary: it is this realization
that makes it evident that there really
are no individual solutions to woman's
oppression, no way that one can float
free of our society and its conditioning.
This pain is what makes us realize,

in our everyday lives, that social
change is absolutely necessary.

What Meredith Tax says here
in regard to women, also applies to
the way class society crippled all
of us —- men and women. Not only have
we all been affected deeply by sexism,
but also by racism, and such things
as competitiveness, intellectual
snobbery, selfishness and all the
general pettyness, prejudices, and
rottenness of this society.

How does this affect the party?
Number one, we know that it is impor-
tant for us, with our deeper conscious-
ness, to change any obvious chauvinist
practices within our movement. We
are already doing this. We now use
words such as chairwoman or chairperson,
for instance, and we expect people
to take these changes seriously. We
do not tolerate the use of chauvinist
terms -- like chick, bitch, etce ——
and when a chauvinist remark is made,
this should be pointed out to the
comrade. In the past, if a comrade
consciously and repeatedly used a
racist epithed, the party brought
this to the person's attention, and if
the comrade failed to understand that
such behavior is impermissable in a
revolutionary party, disciplinary action
was taken. The same serious attitude
should be applied to obvious chauvinist
remarks and Jokes about women.

In addition, both men and women
comrades should read some of the con-
sciousness-raising literature coming
out of the movement. For example, Notes
From the Second Year (the second two
articles are especially useful) and
articles by such writers as Dana Dens-
more.

At the same time, the changes
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that we make must be seen in the context
that every one of us is going to continue
to be affected to one degree or another
by the sexism of this society, and it

is impossible for us to completely
overcome this. Unconscious prejudiced
attitudes in regard to women, gay people,
Black people, and other groupings, are
going to exist in our movement from now
until after the revolution, and probably
the faster we grow, the more this will

be so. So, we do not expect to be able

to create any kind of perfect under-
standing or perfect personal relation-
ships between comrades in the party.

This fact, that it is impossible
to create such human relationships --
either within the revolutionary party
or within the women's liberation move-
ment -~ is related to how we look at
and define the words sister and comrade.

Sisterhood and Comradeship

We see both sisterhood and comrade-
ship as political concepts. That is,
sisterhood is the common bond of identi-
fication between sisters that flows
from the fact that all women suffer
a common oppression. But, because of
the deep class differences and divi-
sions, because of national differences
and all the other differences between
women, it does not mean that all sisters
like each other, or feel personally
close to each other. This is a mistake
sometimes made in the feminist movement
and it is a mistake we don't want to make
either in that movement or in the party.
Some women assume that a close personal
bond between all sisters can be a natural
outgrowth of the struggle, and sometimes
what I call phoney sisterhood results from
this. The idea grows up that to have poli-
tical debates and differences, or to vote
each other down is "unsisterly." Or you
find a hesitancy about the idea of forming
political coalitions and alliances with
women you cannot personally identify with.

We believe sisterhood is a real
and powerful thing. But it doesn't mean
the same as friendship, and it doesn't
mean an end to political differences
between women of different backgrounds
and classes. It doesn't mean, for
example, that someone who works as
a maid has any great love for the
woman who employs her. What it does
mean is that, whether they are comnscious
of it or not, these women do have
certain political objectives in common,
because of the fact that they are both
oppressed as women.

Some of the same rules apply to
comradeship. That is, comradeship is a
bond which united all of us who are in
agreement on a perspective of building a
Marxist party to overthrow capitalism. It

is this political perspective which unites
us, and comradeship is not the same as
friendship. As a matter of fact, one

of the most difficult tasks of the
party is to unite the most disparate
and personally different types of
people together around a common program.
This takes some doing, since this

means uniting people from the most
different backgrounds: rich, poor,
Black, Chicano, white, young, o0ld,

men and women, etce. The divisions
between us which capitalism creates
will never be overcome in this society
except on a political basise.

Both sisterhood and comradeship
stem from the purpose of the women's
liberation movement and the revolu-
tionary party. Both these movements
can only be vehicles for winning libera-
tion. Neither are sufficient to provide
that liberation themselves under this
societye.

It is our political program which
unites us. For this reason, the SWP
is not a federation of groups with
differing interests, each competing
against the other for cadres and
resources. We have a single program
and decide on our program and our
priorities in common. We know that
to make a revolution, people with
different backgrounds and experiences
in different struggles must work closely
together as a team on a day-to-day
basis if these struggles are to be
brought together and united in a way
so as to be able to take on the
capitalist state. This 1s the meaning
of the Leninist party.

In some branches the question
has come up: what about forming con-
sciousness-raising classes within
the party for the comrades. We have
discouraged this, because we think
the best way to learn about conscious-
ness-raising and feminism is to do it
within the living feminist movement,
and for male comrades, to participate
in public activities, such as forums,
election campaigns, reading the litera-
ture of the movement, and attending
women's liberation functions which
are open to men.

Moreover, to set up conscious-
ness-raising groups within the movement

- has a number of dangers. Most important

of these is that it immediately sets
up the situation where comrades begin
to discuss and Jjudge each other's
personal lives. Doug Jenness gave

a very good class in Atlanta last
summer on the subject "What the Party
is and What the Party is Not," which
I think dealt very well with the im-
plications of allowing such practices
to develop within the party.
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The Stalinist School of Self-Criticism

Doug pointed out that "there
are radical organizations that put
a high premium on the notion that their
individual members should cleanse
themselves from the sins of white
racism and male chauvinism. This cleansing
process may take the form of confes-
sionals, which is really what the
Stalinist version of criticism and self-
criticism means. Usually the way this
method works is that one or more leaders
relegate to themselves the role of
true interpreters of what actions or
expressions are male chauvinist and
racist, and they demand confessionals
from those who violate these standards.
If carried to extremes, it can disrupt
the day-to-day political work of the
organization.

"TLet's look at one concrete example.
In 1965, the Progressive Labor Party
adopted a resolution entitled, 'Resolu-
tion on the Status of Women.' Did it
discuss the oppression of women in our
society and a program which could end
it? No. Not a word about this. Rather,
the resolution concentrates on the
problem of male chauvinism within the
Progressive Labor Party. They say:
'Men should be encouraged to share
domestic tasks on an equal basis in
order to free women for political work.
Regional conferences of women every
six months or so should be convened,
to discuss and evolve solutions to
the practice of male-chauvinism, and
women's problems in doing political
work.' 'Male-chauvinism in PL cannot
be tolerated, and is considered counter-
revolutionary.'

"Not only are men brought to
order by this resolution, but also
women: 'Women must not indulge in
socially-acceptable exploitation and
manipulation of males to avoid things
which are their own responsibility
to do, and engage in various forms
of self-indulgence. Capriciousness
and consumption habits, these hurt
other people, and represent kinds of
backward behavior undesirable in anyone,
especially a revolutionary communist.'
'Women in leadership roles must avoid
falling into the trap of helplessness
when work becomes difficult, looking
to a man to bale her out because he
is a man.'

"We reject the approach of
Stalinist groups like PL and RYM, who
by applying their therapeutic measures
of criticism and self-criticism, turn
the organizations members in on them-
selves, pitting one against the other
in a constant battle of accusations
and confessions. What kind of self-
confidence can new members achieve
if every time they open their mouths

they are called white-supremacists or
male chauvinists? What kind of political
education can they receive? What kind
of teamwork and unity can be achieved
in such an organization? At the heart
of the method of criticism and self-
criticism is the liberal notion that
the personal salvation of its members
is necessary in order to make the
party an instrument capable of leading
the mass movement."

I think that Doug put his finger
on an important point when he stated
that this criticism and self-criticism
is really a liberal thing. What does
it mean? It means you're trying to
make people feel guilty about them-
selves and their past, instead of
concentrating on what the real material
roots of these problems are and how
they can be changed. For revolutionaries,
the important thing is not what you think,
or whether your mind is "pure," but
how you act to change the situation.

And as a matter of fact, it is those
people who understand most profoundly
that it is the system that is respon-
sible, who will be the ones who will
be able to change their personal
attitudes the most.

Liberals really do feel that they
are responsible for racism, and male
chauvinism. They blame racism on people,
not on the system, and they think the
solution is in changing people's minds.
The same goes for new lefters who are
always talking about "skin privilege."
We consider this guilt to be an anti-
revolutionary emotion. Nothing is
accomplished .by it, except for those
people who want to hide the real issues
and manipulate people, the way the
Stalinists and Panthers do.

What unites us in the party is
our political program, and in connec-
tion with our program for women's
liberation, we expect that both men
and women comrades will participate
in working out that program. We don't
expect men to identify with us psycho-
logically or to know how it feels to
be a woman —- we'd get mad if they
asserted that they could. But male
comrades can and have already partici-
pated a lot in our political discus-
sions and decisions about women's
liberation. The politics of the women's
liberation struggle is not something
only women can understand. The basic
political realities are no different
than any other social struggle and
the broad collective experiences of
the party as a whole are of central
importance in working out our general
orientation.

There is a common phrase we hear
in the women's movement, and that is
the phrase "the personal is political."
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This means that many of the personal
problems that women had previously
thought of as individual problems,
really stem from a social oppression
that we all experience. Here again,
we should be sure that this concept
is not interpreted within the party
in the wrong way. That is, personal
relationships between people are not
the business of the movement.

We feel strongly that the personal
life of each comrade must be just that:
the comrade's own personal business.
This party does not try to tell people
what friends they may have, who they
should live with, whether or not they
should get married, whether they should
have children, what they should wear,
whether they should wear make-up or not,
how much money they should spend on
recreation, how they should have fun,
or other similar things. The only excep-
tion to this is if a comrade's personal
actions affect the political tasks of
the party.

Child Care

There is another question I want
to take up in relation to the party,
and this is child care for party members
and sympathizers with children. We
want parents, both female and male
comrades, with children to be active
in the revolutionary movement. We
realize that parents face extra difficul-
ties and burdens in this society because
of the lack of social facilities for
the care of children. Traditionally,
most of these extra burdens have fallen
on women, and have especially discouraged
women with children from participating
fully in revolutionary activity.

There are a number of concrete
things we can do, and are doing, in
this regard. We can encourage coopera-
tion between parents to watch each
other's children during party activi-
ties, we can provide facilities where
children can be watched by parents or
volunteers at party conventions or
other important party functions such
as branch meetings. Individual comrades
can volunteer to watch the children
of other comrades, to free them, if
necessary, for party work.

In instances where the party has
been able to afford it, comrades with
children who have worked for the party
full time have received extra expense
money to help meet the additional
financial burden.

At the same time, we approach
the problem of child care with the,
understanding that the question of
whether or not people have children,
or how they raise them, is not a party
matter, but a personal one. Raising

children is very time consuming, and
it will continue to be so until a
successful social revolution is able
to provide the necessary resources
for full time child care facilities
for everyone.

In the meantime, the party itself
cannot take responsibility for the
care of comrade's children. The party
itself cannot make up for, or solve,
the enormous social inequities and
problems created by capitalism. This
applies to many things in addition
to child care -~ like unemployment,
medical care, housing, education, etc.
We do whatever possible to help com-
rades solve such problems, but we
cannot make the party responsible for
solving them.

When the question of providing
child care during branch activities
comes up, it must be considered care-
fully, according to the concrete situa-
tion. Are there adequate facilities
where children can play or will their
presence disrupt the branch activity?
What can be gained by making facilities
available, and asking for volunteers
to watch children? Are there alternative
solutions?

Whatever decision is made, parti-
cipation by comrades in staffing the
child care facilities must be voluntary.
That is comrades cannot be required
or obligated to take care of other
comrades' children. To do so would
create all kinds of problems and resent-
ments against those comrades with
children. If the branch were responsible
for taking care of comrades' children,
branch members would begin to feel the
party should have some say over whether
people have children or not.

That may sound strange, but I
have seen problems of this kind develop,
especially in smaller branches with
few people to take care of all the
branch responsibilities. In one branch,
when a number of comrades became preg-
nant, other comrades resented very
much the extra burden they feared
would be imposed on the branch in
caring for the children.

The question of providing child
care for non-SWP functions, or functions
open to the public, is more complicated.
We certainly should help with child
care at women's liberation conferences,
antiwar conferences, and other public
events where it is decided that it
would be good to provide these facili-
ties. But, we must also be very careful
when we take responsibility for other
people's children. In functions sponsored
by the SWP, we must be especially
careful that proper care will be provided
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for the children, and that competent
comrades are in charge. A lot of people
don't know anything about caring for
children. They panic when faced with

a screaming or crying child. Or their
negligence, or lack of experience,
could cause a child to get hurt. Non-
members might resent the party for this,
or we could even get into a situation
where the party could be sued by such
a parent.

Before any decisions are made,
or drifted into, the benefits to the
party should be concretely weighed
against the time and energy expended.
If it is decided to provide facilities
in some cases, they should be adequate,
ntaffed by volunteer personnel, and
competent people should be responsible.

We cannot create the conditions
of the future society within our move-
ment. This is true not only in regard
to the raising of children but in other

areas as well. Trotsky wrote in Problems

of TLife that revolutionaries are very
strange people: We are more conscious
than others in the society we live in,
but we aren't yet like the socialist
people we envision in the future. We
are a kind of "in-between" people.

It can sometimes be discouraging to
realize how, personally, we are a
whole lot more like capitalist human
beings, than socialist ones. But, as
revolutionaries, we don't dwell on
that. Instead, we turn outward and
get our inspiration and fulfillment
through realizing that by creating a

revolutionary party, we can actually
make it possible to get rid of the
0ld society and create a new one.

I have taken quite a bit of time
to deal with some of these questions
of internal party relationships not
because they have posed a big problem
for us, but because the growth of the
feminist movement has reraised in
a new form some of these o0ld questions
which the party has discussed and
worked out an attitude toward before.
Many of these questions I have discussed
have been raised in one or another
branch, and because they are real and
important questions affecting the life
of the party, they will come up in
others. It is important to think them
through carefully and clearly.

The growth of the feminist move-
ment is a development of great historical
importance. It will certainly be one
of the central components of the coming
American revolution. But the movement
is still in its infancy and the key
Jjob we have before us is to help spur
its growth and political development.
The tasks we have outlined for ourselves
around the abortion campaign, building
the women's contingents for April 24,
Third World women's liberation, building
campus groups, city-wide groups, and
broad action coalitions, as well as
continuing education, will help assure,
to the best of our ability, the con-
tinued progress of the feminist move-
ment and the realization of its tre-
mendous potential.
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WORLD MOVEMENT REPORT TO SWP NATIONAL COMMITTEE PLENUM

March 13, 1971

by Joe Hansen

I.

The purpose of my report is to
indicate how the current internal dis-
cussion in the Trotskyist movement is
proceeding, what our thinking is on
this problem as of now, and what ob-
jectives we can realistically set for
ourselves in relation to the next world
congress of the Fourth International.

A1l of you will no doubt have
received, read, and formed your own
preliminary opinions on several recent
items: International Information Bulle-
tin No. 6, October 19770, and Inter-
national Information Bulletin No. 2,
January 197/1.

In addition to this we have the
fresh information that Peter Camejo has
presented in his report.

Before considering the internal
discussion more specifically, I should
like to say a few words about the con-
text in which it is teking place.

This is the continued develop-
ment internationally of favorable
openings for our movement. The process
is quite uneven, with checkered ups
and downs, particularly in relation
to the capacity of the Trotskyist
forces in some countries to take full
advantage of the opportunities and
to avoid unnecessary defeats. But the
turn is unmistakable.

It has been registered by such
developments as the swift growth of
the Trotskyist movement in France
since May-June 1968.

Another indicator was the con-
ference held last November 21-22 in
Brussels, which was publicized as a
"Rally of European Revolutionaries"
under the slogan "Forward to a Red
Europe." The actual attendance was
well over 3,000 persons, mostly student
youth.

The most recent development of
this kind was a sudden upsurge last
month of the high school students in
Paris. For three days at least 10,000
of them engaged in street demonstra-
tions in face of a ban issued by the
police. By the time of the final demon-
strations, our comrades were exercising
effective leadership of the actions
and they managed to do it without
any showdown with the police.

As a whole, the European sector
of our movement is expanding, with
new groups in various countries de-

claring their adherence to the Fourth
International.

In other areas, too, the Trot-
skyist movement is perceptibly gain-
ing in influence and prestige.

This holds for Japan, Ceylon,
Australia, India, and New Zealand.
The latter country is especially
notable in that for the first time in
the history of our movement an active
group has appeared there that is getting
out a regular publication on a clear
programmatic basis.

From Pete's report it is quite
obvious, too, that in Latin America
some of the problems are those associ-
ated with growth and favorable objec-
tive situations.

As for the United States and
Canada, our growth has been such as
to compel even highly prejudiced
commentators in the bourgeois press
to acknowledge it. Even a top govern-
ment official, who is recognized as
an authority in such matters, has
cried alarm over the growth of the
Young Socialist Alljiance. I refer,
of course, to J. Edgar Hoover.

The new rise of Trotskyism has
been registered in a different way
by the attention now paid it by the
Stalinists, beginning with the Kremlin.

* * *

The current differences that
have arisen in the world Trotskyist
movement thus occur under circumstances
that are different from those we had
to contend with in the past, when we
were faced with quiescence in the
class struggle, even stagnation, or
when we were isolated by a powerful,
monolithic, Stalinist movement, and
were confronted with the severe problem
of survival as the inheritors and
transmitters of the program of revo-
lutionary socialisme.

This new and promising context,
however, does not make the differences
that have arisen less important. In
fact they gain in immediacy.

What the favorable objective turn
does do, in my opinion, is facilitate
the testing out of the differences
by the course of events and therefore
their resolution in a shorter period
than was possible in some of the un-~
favorable situations of the past.

In any case, the existence of a
favorable context and the actual growth
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of our movement are elements that must
constantly be borne in mind in assessing
the internal discussion and its develop-
ment.

IT.

At the last world congress, one
of the differences concerned how to
judge the so-called cultural revolu-
tion in China.

The fact that the "cultural revo-
lution" was over by then helped some-
what in removing the urgency of the
differences. A bigger help was the
fact that agreement was reached on the
need for a political revolution in

China to establish proletarian democracy.

Some differences remained, however.

These included differences over the
nature of Stalinism, or at least of
certain Stalinist parties, and over
the character of Mao's foreign policy.

* %* *

On the question of the world
Trotskyist movement orienting toward
the radicalizing youth, general agree-
ment was reached, although differences
were expressed by some of the dele-
gates on some points. I think that
events have settled this question so
convincingly that it is doubtful that
there will be much further dispute
on this issue, although it is not
excluded.

The main difference at the last
world congress thus centered over the

Latin-American resolution, which elevated

guerrilla warfare from the status of
a tactic to a "strategy."

In our view this represented
an adaptation to ultraleftism. Still
worse, it put in question the strategy
of party building as the key to success
in the revolutionary struggle for
socialism. We held, moreover, that the
new line could not be confined to
Latin America. It was almost certain
to be disorienting not only there
but elsewhere.

I think that events since the
last world congress have confirmed
this judgment. Our movement suffered
a couple of had defeats in Latin Ameri-
ca. Besides this, the immediate poli-
tical situation changed in Peru, Bo-
livia and Chile in a way quite differ-
ent from the projections made at the
last world congress by the authors
of the resolution.

Last June we submitted a pre-
liminary document, calling attention
to some of the developments and how
they testified to the erroneocusness
of the line on guerrilla warfare adopted
by the last world congress.

The response of the majority was
to enter into a vigorous defense of
that line. Two contributions, as I
have mentioned, have been made by the
majority on this question up to now,
one by Comrade Livio Maitan and the
other by Comrades Ernest Germain and
Martine Knoeller. My impression is
that the two contributions have served
to deepen the error. /

i

I am now working on a reply to:
the two articles. The reply, I am
afraid, will turn out to be rather
extensive.

T will not attempt to oubtline it
here beyond saying that the reply
will deal with more than Jjust Latin
Aperica.

For instance, I propose to take
up the claim of these comrades that
their line on guerrilla warfare stands
in the tradition of Lenin and Trotsky
and prove that this is not so, in
fact quite the opposite.

In general, I will seek to show
mistaken was their contention that
the question of guerrilla warfare and
its relation to party building was
of primary concern only to our own
ranks in Latin America; how the posi-
tion of other currents impels us to
take a public stand on the priorities
of guerrilla warfare and party build-
ing; how this question has come to
confront us in various areas outside
of Latin America; and how the line
adopted at the last world congress
on this subject has been reflected
by adaptation to ultraleftism inside
our movement, most clearly in Britain.

We can expect that the Latin-
American comrades will have something
to say on this subject. Hugo Blanco
has already made several short but
quite cogent contributions.

For our Latin- American comrades,
the question has been posed with extra-
ordinary sharpness. For those that
become involved in guerrilla warfare,
it is a question of life and death,
as we have seen. This follows from
the fact that very small forces make
a direct challenge to the capitalist
state power under very unfavorable
conditions, that is, in separation
from the masses and even in face of the
demobilization of the masses. This is
the source of the sharpness of the
issue inside the world Trotskyist
movement and why a correct resolution
of the question is so important.

11T,
Since the world congress, the

leadership of the British section has
made considerable concessions to ultra-
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leftism. This led to the formation of
a tendency that sought to combat the
ultraleft trend. The tendency contri-
buted various documents in the dis-
cussion prior to the March 1970 con-
ference of the IMG (the International
Marxist Group).

In our opinion, they stated the
issues rather well. You can judge
this for yourselves from the documents
of both sides which we included in
the Internal Information Bulletin
last October.

Among the differences that arose
before the March 1970 conference several
were quite indicative of the two con-
trasting trends in thinking.

First of all there was the ques-
tion of what to do about work in support
of the Vietnamese revolution.

The minority favored continuing
the efforts at mobilizing mass marches
like the one that had been such a
conspicuous success on October 27,
1968. The Jeadership of the IMG, the
minority argued, had not only let this
work slide but had changed the line
of the IMG to favor small demonstra-
tions of a rather sectarian nature.

Against this, the majority argued,
in substance, that circumstances had
changed, that it was no longer possible
to mobilize mass demonstrations because
the antiwar movement itself had ebbed,
besides which the 1968 mass demonstra-
tion was something of a fluke.

The minority, however, maintained
their position and held that something
deeper was involved -- the whole problem
of building a revolutionary party in
Britain -~ and that this was shown
additionally by other issues that had
arisen.

A key one was the Labour party.
What attitude should be taken toward
it in the next elections?

The majority took a line of con-
sidering that a victory for the Tories
would represent only a "marginal defeat™
for the British working class and the
revolutionary socialist movement. A
Labour victory was preferable from
the viewpoint of exposing the right-wing
clique holding power in the British
Labour party but in no case would the
IMG work for a Labour party victory.

The minority held that such a
view showed an incorrect appreciation
of the nature of the Labour party and
of the attitude of the mass of British
workers toward it. They argued that
the majority had moved toward an ultra-
left sectarian position on the Labour
party.

Some differences over party-
building concepts and tasks also came
up for discussion.

The minority held that to set
up a weekly newspaper like The Red
Mole under ambiguous sponsorship was
bad for party building in as much as
it did not speak out clearly for
Trotskyism in the style of The Mili-
tant or Rouge. In this respect. The
Red Mole resembled the previous left-
centrist publication The Week even
though the political Tine being
followed was ultraleftist.

The building of a cadre organiza-
tion was also hampered by the majority
line of setting up amorphous "Red
Circles" around The Red Mole.

Another item was the majority
orientation for the IMG expressed
in the formula "From a Propaganda
Group to a League for Revolutionary
Action." The minority sought clari-
fication from the majority as to the
meaning of this vague formula but met
with an unsatisfactory response.

In my own opinion, the formula
can best be understood in the light
of some of the things said by Comrade
Livio Maitan in the contribution he
made before the last world congress
"An Insufficient Document." This was
the letter, you will recall, in which
he stated that the Trotskyist movement
was now faced with the historic neces-
sity of proving itself in action; the
letter in which he held that everything
now hinges on the Fourth International
making a "breakthrough" -- his prime
choice being Bolivia.

The argumentation advanced by
the comrades of the majority in Britain
displays the same feeling of being
up against the wall and under the
necessity of making an extraordinary
forced march, of finding some way,
through superhuman effort, of building
a party in a hurry. In short the major-
ity comrades in Britain are trying
to find a shortcut.

A comnspicuous public consequence
of the majority position in the IMG
came when Wilson on May 18 suddenly
set the general election for thirty
days later. The IMG's participation
in the election —-- if it can be called
that -- was already under a heavy
cloud since it had been launched by
The Red Mole through a main feature
article by Robin Blackburn in the
April 15 issue. Blackburn is not a
member of the IMG but is a member of
the editorial board of The Red Mole.
The article he wrote on the Labour
party in connection with the election
was entitled "Let It Bleed."
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This article flatly called the
Labour party a bourgeois party pure
and simple, not different in essence
from the Conservative party.

The next issue of The Red Mole,
dated May 1, carried virtually nothing
on the election, being preoccupied
with guerrilla warfare in Latin America
and the usefulness of the tactic of
kidnappings.

In the May 14 issue, the editorial
board published a lebtter from Pat
Jordan, the secretary of the IMG, in
which the main point was that he had
some differences with Robin Blackburn
and would write them up as soon as
he had time.

Comrade Jordan's article appeared
in the following issue, June 1. The
article could hardly be called a smashing
reply to Robin Blackburn. Comrade
Jordan praised Blackburn but said that
unlike him he did not consider the
Labour party to be a bourgeois party
like the Democratic party in the U.S.
Moreover, unlike Blackburn, he favored
a Labour party victory. But Comrade
Jordan made clear that all the same
he would not call for a Labour party
vote.

In the same issue, a clearer
line was indicated by the cartoon
strip. This showed masses of moles
gleefully trashing a placard reading
"Vote Labour!"

Several other items should be
noted. During the events in Québec
last October and November, The Red
Mole carried an editorial applauding
the tactics followed by the FIQ.

This created a real problem for
our Canadian comrades. They were in
the thick of things in Québec and were
one of the targets in the repression,
Our Canadian comrades defended the
FIQ against the with-hunters but made

"a careful differentiation as to tac-

tics, rejecting the terroristic methods
employed by the FIQ.

When The Red Mole was received
in Canada, the Canadian Trotskyists
had no choice but to indicate publicly
that they took a different stand.

Similarly, in a television program
taped in England but broadcast through-
out Canada during the witch-hunt,
Comrade Tariq Ali, in reply to some
quite provocative questions, took a
position that could only be interpreted
as very favorable to the use of terror-
ism.

These two incidents were very
revealing as to the views of the
majority in the IMG on the question of

guerrilla warfare -- not in Latin
America, but in an advanced capitali
country.

I am not of the opinion that
the majority leaders in the IMG be
sole responsibility for this ultra-
leftism. They are trying to carry owt
the "turn" that was adopted at the
last world congress, merely applyi
it as best they can to the situatign
in Britain, although perhaps a bit
overenthusiastically.

Finally, I should like to remind
the comrades of copies of correspondence
with the majority leadership of the
IMG that were recently sent out t+
members of the National Committee
These deal with an organizational]
question concerning the right of ome
of the leading comrades of the minority
to make a living in an occupation at
which he is quite skilled -- selling
books. The majority considers that he
is doing this in violation of disci-
pline. His view -~ and we agree with
him -- is that he is being subjected
to organizational reprisals because
of his minority position.

We hope that this matter will
be satisfactorily settled at the coming
IMG conference in April. However we
cannot honestly say that we are free
of doubtse. '

As part of the discussion pre-
ceding the April IMG conference, both
the majority and minority are preparing,
if they have not already mimeographed,
fresh documents. We do not have any
recent information on this because of
the postal strike. However, it could
well be that further differences have
appeared.

One area of possible hew differ-
ences relates to work in the Women's
Liberation Struggle in Britain which
now appears to be making considerable
headway, judging from reports in the
press.

But we will have to wait for
the documents before we can say that
any differences comparable to the
others have appeared in this field.

Iv.

I will turn now to the December
1970 meeting of the International
Executive Committee.

Various reports were made there,
but I will skip these in order to
come to the main gquestion relating
to the internal discussion.

One of the decisions of the
IEC was to postpone the next world
congress for another year. It was
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originally scheduled to be held this
year.

The purpose of the postponement
is to allow ample time for the pre-
congress discussion.

The IEC formally opened the pre-
congress discussion and set a tentative
agenda. This includes the following
points:

The situation in Latin America
and our tasks.

The Chinese "cultural revolu-
tion."

The question of the youth.

The statutes of the Fourth
International.

The new rise of workers struggles
in Western Europe.

The situation in the Middle
Fast and the Arab revolution.
The question of the Women's
Liberation Struggle.

.
.
.
.
.

1
2
3
L
5
6.
70
The TIEC scheduled another plenum
for next summer at which a more precise
agenda will be decided on. In other,

words, the agenda is open for the
addition of more points.

The discussion articles are to
be translated into four languages:
French, English, Spanish, German.

In addition, the IEC began the
preliminary work of setting up a Jjoint
fund to help assure the largest possible
representation at the congress, parti-
cularly from distant areas that have
little money.

V.

In beginning my report, I men-
tioned the context in which the dis-
cussion in the world Trotskyist move-
ment is taking place -- an expansion
of opportunities connected most directly,
as we are all aware, with the worldwide
radicalization of the youth.

We have to bear this in mind
in considering our objectives in the
unfolding discussion. We also have to
bear in mind certain limitations on
what we can accomplish.

I bring this up, because I know
how impatient comrades can feel after
they have made up their minds on the
issues. They would at least like to
have a definite idea of the most likely
outcome and, if possible, a timetable.

We should never forget that a
series of circumstances exists over
which we have no control.

For example, we are faced with
the legal question of organizational
ties to the Fourth International. If

we were a section of the Fourth Inter-
national, we could speak and act in a
different way on various topics.

Another example is the reactionary
legislation that bars most foreign
leftists from residing in the United
States or even visiting it. This legis-
lation serves as an iron curtain barring
leftists from other countries getting
a close-up view of the Socialist
Workers Party and the Young Socialist
Alliance and how we operate. And be-
cause they are denied this close-up
view, it is easy for them to get mis-
conceptions and it is exceedingly
difficult to overcome them and to
convey a true picture.

Parallel restrictions barring
residence and free travel exist in
other countries, although in some
of them not to such a degree as in
"free" America.

That is one of the reasons why
it is so difficult to transfer experi-
ence in the world Trotskyist movement --
for us to learn from other areas, for
them to learn from us.

This leads to a simple conclusion
that we must not forget: under these
conditions, it is not possible for
the world Trotskyist movement to uti-
lize its maximum resources to construct
an international center, or even to
develop the effective international
educational system our movement re-
quires to develop its cadres to the
degree we should like.

A further conclusion follows:
it is exceedingly difficult to resolve
the problem of international leader-
ship.

My own opinion on this is that
it will prove to be a continuing problem
of a troublesome nature for some tim~
to come. I doubt very much that any
easy solutions or shortcuts will be
found in this.

If we bear these objective limi-
tations in mind, it appears to me
that in the current discussion we
should not attempt to achieve more
than some rather modest goals. I will
list them:

1. A full and free discussion
aimed at clarifying the issues that
have arisen and any new ones that
might arise logically in the course
of the debate.

This boils down in part to a
practical question of the translation
and distribution of documents.

We have agreed to see that they
get out in English; and I am sure that
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we will achieve this. The French versions
have been undertaken by the comrades

in Paris, Bruscels, and Lausanne. The
Spanish by the comrades in Paris,
Brussels, and Latin America; and the
German by the German, Swiss, and ILuxem-
bourg comrades.

We are very concerned about this
question in as much as we found at the
last world congress that some of the
delegates were not familiar with the
documents, not having received them.
Some of the documents were not trans-
lated into French, Spanish, or German
until after the congress.

2. Reversal of the decision at
the last congress that raised engagement
in armed struggle from a tactic to
a strategy. We want guerrilla warfare
to be placed in the category of an
auxiliary in the struggle for a success-
ful socialist revolution.

This may be hotly contested by
some of the leading comrades of the
majority in view of the fact that
they consider the decision on guerrilla
war to have been one of the main achieve-
ments of the last world congress, if
not the principal one.

Also we should not assume that
because some of the comrades most
immediately and directly affected by
that line have since become dissatis-
fied with it -- and this includes
various comrades in Latin America -—-
that they wi’l necessarily agree to
reversing the decision of the last
world congress. They may take an absten-
tionist position. Or decide to wait
longer, to let it be subjected to
further testing.

In addition, some of the new
recruits in various areas may not
agree with our arguments as yet. We
hope that they will become convinced,
but it would not be realistic to count
on it until further events throw a
still more glaring light on the ques-
tion.

As things stand now, however,
the position we took on guerrilla war
at the last world congress has gained
substantially. We have a good chance
in a full and free discussion, in my
opinion, to win this obg_ctlve of
correcting the error made in 1969.

3. To seek to establish as the
key issue underlying all else the
question of party building.

This will not be easy.

There is no problem, of course,
in getting verbal assurances as to
the importance of party building,
including assurances that it is re-

garded as the main question facing qur
movement.

Still, in too many instances
there is no genuine meeting of minds.

This is not because of ill 11,
as I see it. Basically it is because
of lack of common experiences, lagk
of a common continuity in leadership
and some hangovers from bad leade -
ship in the past. ‘

We can only count on a susZained
polemic, in which this issue is ¢con-
stantly brought to the fore, to help
to some degree to overcome the diffi-
culties we face. I say "help" bdcause
I doubt that arguments alone will
succeed. The assistance of fresh ex-
periences and the impact of events are
required.

VI.

Now as to what we are doing, or
have been doing.

I would put in the first place
the efforts we have undertaken in
what might be called in other circles
"cultural exchanges."

We have extended invitations to
Trotskyists in other lands to visit
our gatherings and done what we could
to assist them in making the trip. This
has at least enabled them to get a
certain impression. We have noted that
one of the consequences has often been
a desire to see our party at closer
range in its daily activities.

Where at all possible, we have
sought to arrange tours or speaking
engagements by comrades from abroad.
Unfortunately —-- for reasons completely
beyond our control -- we have been able
to do this only to an extremely limited
extent.

We have also sent comrades abroad
at every opportunity. This has been
done in connection with such activities
as a presidential campaign, antiwar
work, defense work, or covering impor-
tant happenings for our press. These
fields of work open up possibilities
of common experiences with comrades in
other countries in which we have learned
a gratifying amount in surprisingly
short periods of time. We hope that
some of them found these visits fruitful
in their activities, particularly
in presenting live American Trotskyists
of various colors to contacts and mass
audiences.

In Europe we have sought to
broaden our experience, visiting as
many sections as possible despite the
shortness of time into which we gener-
ally have to compress- this.
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I repeat that the purpose of
such exchanges is not at all some
narrow factional aim but a conscious
effort to broaden and deepen the area
of common experiences insofar as this
is possible with our limited means
and the severe restrictions we face.

* * *

As to direct polemics, I have
already mentioned the reply now being
worked on to Comrade Maitan and Comrades
Germain and Knoeller, concerning guer-
rilla warfare.

Comrade Peng has written that
he, too, proposes to answer them.

On the Cultural Revolution and
the question of the Chinese Revolu-
tion, Comrade Pi-Lan has written a
reply to Comrade Wang. Comrade Pi-Lan's
article was sent to a comrade capable
of tramslating it from Chinese, but
we have Jjust learned that he is serious-
ly i1l and unable to undertake it.
This confronts us with the problem of
finding another translator.

* * *

Some of the resolutions our
party passes will have a bearing on
the internal discussion.

As an example at the last world
congress, you will recall the resolu-
tion on the radicalization of the
youth that was adopted by a majority
of the United Secretariat and accepted
at the congress as the basis for fur-
ther discussion.

The events since then call for
a follow-up resolution that may meet
with an even more favorable reception.

It could turn out that much the
same pattern will be seen in relation
to the Women's Liberation Struggle.
Compared to the United States and
Canada, the movement is just beginning
in Europe. We thus already have a body
of experience on which I am sure most
of the European Trotskyists willi want
to draw. The same will no doubt hold
true for other countries where %he
Women's Liberation Struggle is beginning
or can be counted on to begin soon.

The resolution on the Middle
East may serve a similar purpose,
although it remains to be seen to
what degree differences with it may
be voiced whether in part or as a
whole.

VIT.

A few words should be said aboub
the Healyites.

They are not losing forces. If
anything, they are probably recruiting

some, as is the case with virtually
all the groups that claim to be Trot-
skyist.

In England they put out a curious
daily that keeps you right up to the
minute on the telly programs.

In France, their cothinkers,
the Lambertistes, have a regular press
and are active in the youth movement.
Lately they tried to capture one of
the student organizations, but ended
up with only their own forces, as it
was a pretty brutal operation. Still,
they held a conference of the captured
organization at which some 1,500
youth showed up. In the high school
upsurge in Paris, on the other hand,
they were able to muster only a few
hundred to come down to a rally, while
our comrades, as I reported earlier,
were in the leadership of demonstra-
tions of about 10,000 that went on
for three days.

The Healyites have a group in
Ceylon; and, as you know, one here.
Healy has also formed an unprincipled
bloc with Lora in Bolivia. The Lam-
bertists recently published some quite
sharp criticisms of Lora, so the bloc
may be a bit shaky.

Healy, of course, is aware of
our discussion. He gets the material
through Wohlforth, who is probably
practicing entryism sui generis ir
the SWP. And Healy published some of
our discussion material.

Last April, he opened a unity
.offensive, but when this ended by
being exposed as a mere maneuver,
he resumed his public screaming at
us. The latest is a series singling
me out. Up to now I have seen only
the first installment. The British
postal strike compelled me to wait,
impatiently, for the other five or
six massive exposés.

We decided to reissue the pam-
phlet by Ernest Germain entitled
Marxism Vs. Ultraleftism ~- Key Issues
in Healy's Challenge Go the Fourth
International which has been out of
print for some time.

We plan to include an introduc-
tion bringing the pamphlet up to date,
mentioning such items as the beating
of Ernie Tate, the unprinciples bloc
with Lora, and Healy's unity maneuvers.

We plan to include in addition
as appendices, the document stating
the principles on which the 1963 re-
unification took place, the polemic
written by Caroline Iund, "Where the
SLL Goes Wrong on Women's Liberation,"
and the polemic I wrote on where the
Healyites go wrong on Black nationalism.
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VIIT.

I should like to end with some
comments on the developments in Eastern
Europe and what they signify for us.

After the explosions in 1953
in East Germany and in Poland and
Hungary in 1956, a long lull set in.

This was broken by the upsurge
in Czechoslovakia in 1968 that was
answered by the Kremlin with a mili-
tary invasion.

At about the same time, an upsurge
occurred among the students in Yugo-
slavia.

In the meantime, revolutionary
oppositionists had begun to become
noticeable in the Soviet Union itself.
Eventually this opposition became
extensive enough and strong enough to
begin getting out underground publica-
tions and to engage in some very coura-
geous acts of opposition against the
bureaucracy.

Three months ago in December
an immense development occurred in
Poland. The Polish workers took the
initiative in resisting the bureau-
cratic regime and they did it in the
way that comes natural to militant
workers. They resorted to strike action.
The result was the downfall of the
Gomulka regime.

Such fear swept the Soviet
bureaucracy over the possible reper-
cussions that the Kremlin underwrote
the concessions that the new Polish
regime felt compelled to grant. The
Polish workers thus won both a poli-
tical and an economic victory.

This is something new. The Polish
events are not a mere continuation of
what began in 1953 in East Germany.
They represent something qualitatively
different -- a mighty demonstration
of the power of the working class
inside the Soviet bloc, of its growing
radicalization, and its capacity to
win victories.

The lesson, we may be sure, will
not be lost on the workers in the

neighboring countries -- and above
all-the Soviet Union.

The fear of the Soviet bureau-
cracy is evident in the fact that they
at once decided to revise the next
five-year plan to provide for more
consumers goods.

* * *

At previous meetings of the
National Committee, we have reported
that the European comrades had estab-
lished contacts with revolutionists
in Poland, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslo-
vakia.

Our comrades helped these revo-
lutionists materially and also got out
literature in their language.

One of the unwanted evidences
of this activity has been several
political trials, including the current
one in Czechoslovakia.

It is obvious to all of us what
the potentialities are as the youth
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union
become more and more radicalized and
this radicalization extends to the
workers, as has already occurred in
Poland.

We thus have a common interest
with our comrades, sbove all in Europe,
in getting out such items as Trotsky's
writings in the languages of Eastern
Europe, including Trotsky's writings
in the original Russian.

We also have a common interest
in defending the youth who are turning
toward Trotskyism, which they hear
about despite everything the bureau-
cracy can do. Inevitably some of these
youth fall into the hands of the secret
police.

We should seek out fields of
common endeavor like this. The more
we can succeed in it, the easier it
will be to hold the Fourth Inter-
national together. At the same time,
by reducing the tendency toward creating
a factional atmosphere, joint efforts
of this nature can facilitate a reasoned
discussion of the differences that
have arisen in other areas.
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YOUTH REPORT TO SWP NATTIONAL COMMITTEE PLENUM

March 15, 1971

by Frank Boehm

In this report I would like
to focus on two main points: first,
to assess our success in building
a revolutionary socialist youth organi-
zation, especially in comparison with
the attempts by our opponents to build
youth organizations capable of leading
and influencing the new generation
of radicalizing youth. And secondly,
to outline the prospects for the con-
tinued development of the YSA and the
immediate tasks facing us.

* * *

Two major events of the recent
period help give an indication of
where the YSA stands on the course
of its development: the December 1970
YSA convention and the recent SMC
conference in Washington,D.C. A review
of these two events also sheds some
light on the state of our opponents.

The first point to be made about
the YSA convention is that it was this
convention which marked in a clear
and unmistakable way the emergence
of the YSA as the largest, most power-
ful and dynamic revolutionary youth
organization in this country.

Attendence by over 1200 people
from all over the country made it the
largest in our history. Because of
this and the excitement of the conven-
tion proceedings, the convention made
a major impact on the bourgeois, student
and radical press. There were daily
articles following convention reports,
discussion and workshops in the New
York Post, two major articles and a
smaller follow-up in the New York
Times, radio and TV coverage, and
articles in all the major radical
papers.

The impact of that convention
in terms of establishing us as the
major force on the left in this country
can be seen by the description of
the YSA in articles dealing with the
radical movement, e.g., in "The Cooling
of America" in a recent issue of Time
magazine.

The centrality of our politics
in the movement today was in evidence
at the convention as well by the fact
that virtually every imaginable oppo-
nent was there, relating to our poli-
tics and attempting to influence our
cadre. And significantly, for the
first time the Communist Party and
the Young Workers ILiberation League
were present at a YSA gathering passing
out leaflets attacking the YSA's poli-
tics, selling their publications,

and as a result being forced into poli-
tical debates with our comrades.

The second point is that the
convention showed very clearly, through
the range of resolutions, reports,
workshops and plenary discussion,
the scope of our involvement in the
mass movements.

The discussion at the convention
left the unmistakable impression that
our comrades spoke of campus struggles,
the feminist movement, the Black and
Chicano liberation struggles, and the
antiwar movement not as sideline commen-—
tators bubt as participants and leaders
of these struggles on the local, re-
gional and national level.

The discussion and workshops
also indicated our awareness of and,
in some cases, involvement in devel-
oping struggles, such as the Black
feminist movement, and the movement
developing to defend the Arab revo-
lution.

In addition, the orgamizational
expansion of the YSA was a prominent
aspect of the convention. Besides
a major organizational report, there
was for the first time at a YSA con-

vention, separate reports on The Youn
Socialist Organizer, and a separate

financial report. The discussion under
the organizational report reflected
the involvement of our comrades in
developing aspects of our work, e.g.,
regional work, defense, and finances.

The fact that there were eight
major reports to the convention, com-
pared to five at the last, is a fur-
ther reflection of our deep involve-
ment in the struggles which more and
more youth are becoming involved in,
as well as the importance we attri-
bute to the parallel expansion of
the YSA organmizationally.

One of the most impressive and
characteristic features of the YSA
is its political homogeneity and agree-
ment on the central political lines
which we have developed over the last
decade. This was in evidence again
at the YSA convention.

There were, however, indications,

especially under the discussion of

the political resolution and report,

of the pressures on our movement to
abandon our orientation towards the
student movement in favor of an arti-
ficial move towards the factories.
This pressure comes from layers in

~23-



the student movement and virtually

all the ultraleft and reformist student
groupings, who, upon discovering that
there could be no socialist revoliu-
tion without a decisive section of

the working masses brought into action,
mechanically and formally decided

that this dictated a policy of worker's
work, or industrial concentration --
and they proceeded to, at least rhetor-
ically, urge radicals to enter the
factories. We rejected this orienta-
tion because of our understanding of
the current radicalization and our
understanding of how the working class
will radicalize, and how best we, a
youth organization politically affili-
ated to the SWP, can facilitate that
process and at the same time be in

the position to gain the leadership

of the entire youth movement. We recog-
nize the call to abandon the campuses
as in reality being a retreat from

the developing social movements and
struggles.

The question of our orientation
towards the student movement was the
heart of the political resolution
and report, and the center of the
discussion around them. This discus-
sion was extremely important and help-
ful in educating our comrades and
clarifying our strategy. This was
perhaps the single most important
agspect of the convention, because
a clear understanding of this ques-
tion is crucial to our ability to
move forward in the coming period.

The final point to be made about
the YSA convention concerns building
leadership. One of the best indica-
tions of the growth and expansion of
the YSA, and our ability to train
and educate our comrades, is that
a whole new layer of leadership has
developed in the last year. The result
of this process is that the present
National Committee is extremely young.
We went into the YSA convention having
graduated a majority of the previous
NC (out of a total of 57 full and
alternate NCers, 30 had graduated
to take on party assignments).

We came out of the convention
with a National Committee of which
only 8 comrades were previous regular
NCers. An additional 11 of the present
NC members were alternates on the
previous NC, and 11 were neither regu-~
lars nor alternates on the previous
National Committee!

The figures on the composition
of the alternate National Committee
are even more revealing because 23
out of the 27 members were neither
regulars nor alternates on the last
NC. The present NEC also reflects this
process —- only one out of the 10
present NECers was on the previous

NEC.

Plus, we have already graduated
three full NCers on the present NC.
This is a good process —-- we want to
continue it.

This situation not only reflects
the success of our ability to develop
and educate leaders at a rapid rate,
but, because of the expansion of the
party's work, the crucial necessity
for leading YSAers to be freed up to
take on full time party assignments.

The fact that such a dramatic
change in the composition of the
National Committee took place, and
that it took place in the context
of expansion, development and out
of simple necessity, is a healthy
sign.

It is also evidence of the im-
portant role that the experience and
leadership of the party have played
in building the YSA. And because this
process will continue and intensify,
we have to understand that this neces-
sitates even more concentrated and
intense education, and conscious leader-
ship development.

The recently held National Stu-
dent Antiwar Conference, sponsored
by the SMC, was another gauge of where
the YSA stands today. That conference
clearly confirmed two things:

One, the correctness of our pro-
jection of the importance and poten-
tial for building a mass student anti-
war organization in this country; and
two, the correctness of our understanding
of how to build such a mass organiza-
tion and the role that a revolubtionary
combat youth organization must play
in it.

One thing that none of our oppo-
nents understand, but which is actually
quite obvious, is that it is precisely
because we have been the best and
most consistent builders and defenders
of the SMC, that we are respected as
the leadership by the mass of indepen-
dents, and that we have been able to
recruit so heavily from it. The success
of this relationship has had an impor-
tant eftect not only on other developing
movements, but also in educating our
comrades.

In attempting to assess where
the YSA stands today, it is necessary
to examine the state our opponents
find themselves in. In Susan LaMont's
report to the party plenum last year,
she spent some time discussing the
evolution of the three major factions
of SDS since the split convention in
June of 1969. I just want to add the
concluding chapter on two of these
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groups.

One was the Weathermen, or Weather-
people as they now call themselves.
There is no evidence to suggest that
they even exist anymore in any organized
form. If they do, their impact on the
movement is zero. The only signifi-
cance in the concluding chapter of
their history, is the effect of their
popularization of the concept of terror-
ism as an effective tool to bring about
the revolution among the most frustrated
layers of the radical youth. But the
impact of the strategy of terrorism
upon the mass movements and on the
radical movement in general is minimal.

The other faction which emerged
from the split was the Revolutionary
Youth Movement II (RYM II). For a
while it looked as though they might
become the rallying point for all
those who were looking for the old
SDS. But their inability to arrive
at any coherent program forecast their
dissolution. The intense factionalism
at their first and last convention
in late November 1969 indicated that
they had learned nothing from their
experience in SDS except how to maneuver
and wheel-and-deal. Last summer, by
decree from the National Center of RYM II
in Atlanta, they formally dissolved.

The third major faction, Worker
Student Allisnce~Students for a Demo-
cratic Society (WSA-SDS). has experi-
enced a different evolution, and a
contradictory one. In order to see
what has happened to this SDS, it is
important to look at the Progressive
Labor Party itself.

PLi is in crisis. The last year
has been one major setback and disaster
after another for their party. During
the May upsurge, although they were
the only tendency to consciously counter-
pose a strategy to ours, they were
isolated and decisively defeated on
campus after campus, most often by
forces under our leadership. Their
strategy for shutting the schools down
until the workers could seize control
was so out of whack with reality that
even places which were considered
their stronghold, such as Columbia
University, were lost to them. Their
physical attack on the SMC Steering
Committee meeting in Boston last spring
was an indication of the frustration
they felt as the upsurge totally by-
passed them.

This setback was followed immedi-
ately by the June antiwar conference
in Cleveland where they attempted to
salvage something from the upsurge.
They mobilized everything they had,
including their SDS, and were handed
another defeat, again led by us.

The expulsion of literally their
entire Black and Puerto Rican member-
ship here in New York, and the expul-~
sions in the top leadership level
(including central leaders like Bill
Epton and Jarod Israel) are indications
of their crisis. This crisis is re-
flected in their totally inconsistent
perspective even towards their own
SDS. In some areas, such as San Diego
and Portland, they have abandoned
SDS, setting up groups called "Friends
of PI" (FPL). In other areas they
continue to bulld SDS attempting to
portray it as the all-inclusive and
influential organization it once was.

It is in this context that the
SDS convention was held in late De-
cember. There were 400 to 900 people
in attendance, depending on whether
the estimate came from Plers or mem-
bers of the anti-PL faction. The con-
vention was, according to an article
in the University of Chicago student
paper, totally chaotic and marked
by intense factionalism with members
of the anti-PL faction thrown out and
accused of being police agents. In
contrast, at the same time, the YSA
was holding its convention in New
York.

PL's continued opposition to
the existing and emerging mass move-
ments -- including a particularly
vicious attack on the feminist and
gay liberation movements -- and the
fact that they were the first and
most consistent tendency to try to
concentrate its members in factories
has led them to isolation and crisis.
They have not grown significantly
in the last year.

However, we should not dismiss
them yet. They still have a certain
attraction because of their identi-
fication with Mao and China —- however
tenuous that may be —-- and because
of their superworkism.

* * *

Before going on to deal with
some of our minor opponents, I would
like to briefly mention an opponent
force which is not considtently or-
ganized and has no political program —-
that is groupings which emerge from
the ultraleft milieu. These groupings,
which go by names such as the John
Brown Caucus, the Peoples Liberation
Front, the Crazies, etc., still exist
on campuses all across the country.

In many areas, where there are no
organized national tendencies, these
groupings are our major opponents.

In several places around the
country, groupings like these merged
into one, such as in Seattle where
the Seattle Liberation Front arose,
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and in Boston the November Action
Coalition was formed. They were ex-
tremely influential among a large

layer of students. However, again,
because they had no unity on the basis
of a political program and no concept
of democratic organization, the intense
tempo of this radicalization and the
issues emerging demanding answers and
action, forced these groups to fly
apart into hundreds of little caucuses,
communes and families. Neither the

SILF nor the NAC exist anymore.

* * *

The convention of the International
Socialists in late June is a starting
point from which to assess where they
stand. Only 100 people attended and
they proceeded to break down into at
least five factions -~ from what our
observer could tell. Intense faction-
alism, and general chaos prevailed.

It looks as though they have not only
absorbed the political theories laid
down by their predecessors, Schachtman
and Abern, but their organizational
practices as well.

In the fall of 1969, IS attempted
to project a more action oriented
interventionist image, mainly through
their paper which was then called
the International Socialist. It was
during this period that they began
intervening into local SMCs, parti-
cipated in the pre-SMC conference
discussion in the Student Mobilizer,
and carried out an aggressive inter-
vention into the SMC conference.

But since then, they have con-
tinued to shift away from the campuses
and the antiwar movement. Their retreat

also was couched in superworker rhetoric.

They proclaimed that they were entering
the factories to form left caucuses.
The extent of their retreat can be
Judged by their noticeable lack of
participation in the December NPAC
conference and the recent SMC conference.
They have not grown in the past year,
but they do continue to have fairly
large groupings in New York, Berkeley
and Ann Arbor, though they have split
in the Bay Area.

Although the Workers League
remains a tiny and isolated grouping
on the left, they have grown somewhat
in the last year. One of the surprising
agpects of this growth is the fact
that they were able to mobilize fifteen
Puerto Ricans and Afro-Americans to
attend the SMC conference. These people
were most likely brought around the
Workers League through their campaign
to defend Juan Farinas and the dis-
solution of the Black Panther Party,
many of whose previous members had
become antinationalist.

There has been no basic change
in their orientation over the past
year. They continue to demand a Labor
Party now at every antiwar conference,
and demand that each conference declare
itself for either Trotskyism or Stalin-
ism. They continue to reject the revo-
lutionary nature of Black, Chicano
and Puerto Rican nationalism. They
brand the feminist and gay liberation
movements as divisive and reactionary.
And they continue their slavish ties
to the contortions and maneuverings
of Gerry Healy.

I want to briefly mention YPSL.
The only reason for doing so is not
that they are a threat or an obstacle
to us, but because the Socialist
Party, after ensuring a strangle-hold
on their youth, is attempting to re-
vitalize the group. The SP newspaper,
New America, has carried several articles
attacking the YSA. Their angle of
attack is quite interesting. They
attempt to demonstrate that we have
left the path of Marxism, Leninism
and Trotskyism, which is quite a task
for right-wing social democrats. These
are quotes from New America:

"In the name of socialism, it
managed to endorse virtually every crank
organization and bizarre idea that
offered the slightest hope of disrupting
American society. In keeping with the
petrified traditions of its parent
organization, the SWP, however, it
demonstrated little imagination in
inventing kooky causes, preferring
instead to sign up, in what must be
the biggest coup in show biz history,
the entire side-show which had sprouted
up outside the main tent on the New
Left circus grounds.

"Black nationalism, gay liberation,
women's liberation, the Arab quest
for Israel's destruction, dhigh school
'blow-outs,' etc. —- all were uncriti-
cally endorsed....

"Imagine Vladimir 'Turn the
Imperialist War into a Civil War,®
Lenin staring dumbfounded at the YSA's
pacifist anti-war slogan: 'Bring the
Boys Home.' Imagine Karl Marx hooted
off the platform as a 'male chauvinist
pig. 1t

Like the Stalinists, they attempt
to explain the growth and power of
the YSA as a fad or aberration, in the
course of the development of the class
struggle. Another quote from New America.

"As long as high draft calls
created anxieties in middle class youth
and the need for left-sounding phrase-
ology to rationalize them, YSA could
grow. Together with Trotskyism's tradi-
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tional bane -- a sectarian inability
to confront the full significance of
Stalinist totalitarianism, leaving
them no alternative in most instances
to support of Stalinist movements and
positions -~ these contradictions will
produce the inevitable splits that
periodically do YSA in."

Interesting also is the role
they see themselves playing and the
strategy for their comeback. This is
outlined in this same issue of New
America, in an article written By

oS uravchik.

"As interest in the left-right
debate begins to replace interest in
the debates within the left that have
been characteristic of the campus
during the last few years, YPSL and
the conservative YAF (Young Americans
for Freedom) should emerge as the two
poles of the electoral political spec-
trum. Here I do not use 'poles' to
mean exXtremeSee.s.

"In this period the YPSL can be-
come the leader of the student left:
not the student left as we have known
it recently, but rather the student
left which will emerge as the '72
elections approach and which will be
involved in electoral activities.

"YPSL can make a recognizable
contribution to the effort to defeat
Nixon in '72, which would enable the
democratic left student movement to
win a respected place for itself in

the labor-minorities-liberal coalition."

Although YPSL is far to the right
of the masses of radicalizing youth
in this country, it is not out of the
question that they can make some head-
way in the coming period among the
youthful supporters who will be or-
ganized around the liberal democrats
in the upcoming 1972 Presidential camp-
aign. They also present themselves
as spokespeople for the union bureau-
cracy, as they did during the UAW
strike, and hope to make gains in
this way.

There are two basic errors which
all of our opponent groupings make:

First, they counterpose their
own organization to the mass movements,
failing to understand the relation-

ship between being consistent supporters

and builders of a movement and pre-
cisely because of that, building your
own organization. Essentially, each
independent new expression of the
radicalization is seen by them as a
threat to the building of their own
grouping. As a result, the relation~
ship they have with the mass movements
is opportunist. Good examples are PL,
vwhich proposed that the NPAC conference

support the SDS convention, and IS,
which tries to shove its entire reform-
ist program onto every movement.

But this aversion to the inde-
pendent mass character of the struggles
arising flows from a more basic error
on their part. And that is that they
cannot make a correct amalysis of '
the current radicalization. This re-
jection of the nature of the current
radicalization has led all of these
grouplets to the rejection of all forms
of class struggles which do not take
place according to their preconceived
schemes. This grave error on their
part can only lead to their further
isolation and further crises.

* * *

One noticeable grouping -- and
the most important in the long run —-
which I have left out up to now, is
the Young Workers Liberation League.
They too have an incorrect appraisal of
the current radicalization and an aver-
sion to the independent struggles
arising.

But two things separate them
out: 1) their ability to adapt in
an opportunistic manner to the various
movements; and 2) simply, their ability,
because of the connections and history
of the Stalinist movement, to intervene
in the feminist, Black, Chicano and
antiwar movements with a sizable cadre.

Following the dismal failure
of one youth group after another in
the '60s, and understanding that the
mass movements of this radicalization
were not under their control but were
bypassing the CP, plus the fact that
they knew our movement was growing
rapidly, the CP was forced to try it
again. In February of last year, the
YWLL was launched at a founding con-
ference with approximately 400 people
in attendance. At that convention,
which was tightly closed to all but
the invited, the YWLL openly declared
its solidarity with world Stalinism
and the CP USA in particular, thus
eliminating any pretext of posing as
an all inclusive socialist youth group
Si %id its predecessor, the DuBois

UDS .

The hostility of the Stalinists
to the independent mass character of
the antiwar movement is all too well
known in our ranks. Comrades who read
Caroline Lund's article in the latest
ISR are acquainted with their reac-
Tionary views on the feminist and the
gay liberation movements.

Perhaps the best expression . of
their attitude towards the indepen-
dent struggles which have emerged
and are being waged, is summed up in
only three sentences in an article
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analyzing the results of the 1970
elections in the November issue of
Political Affairs. This is part of

a report to a plenum of the National
Committee of the CP by Gus Hall. He
said, "It is necessary to say something
about the student participation in the
elections, if only to reject the con-
cept that they were not a factor. As
we recall, the Cambodian invasion
stimulated a massive student drive

to participate in the 1970 election
campaigns. Dozens of organizations
were formed all over the nation, among
them organizations like Referendum
'70, Movement for a New Congress,

and the Coalition for a Responsible
Congress."

In other words, for them, the
real significance of the May upsurge
was that it provided a mass of energy
to be tapped and channeled into bour-
geois politics —-- especially into the
election campaigns of progressive
Democrats.

So this is the political back-
ground of the YWLL, and the meaning
of their solidarity with the CP USA.

The one-year history of the YWLL
has been rather unspectacular. Their
role in the May upsurge was negligible —-
they were busy campaigning for the
Abzugs, Carl Maxeys, Ron Dellums, etc.
Until the most recent SMC conference,
they have not intervened at all in
the many antiwar conferences of the
past year, although of course they
have been active in PCPJ-type formations
around the country.

In some areas, nobtably Los Angeles,
they have with some effectiveness inter-
vened into the women's liberation
movement, but as a whole this is not
the case. '

Throughout the past year they
have made very little impact on the
radical movement -- they are not known,
they are not open leaders of any move-
ments, they have not led or even openly
participated in any major campus strug-
gles. And they have made only a half-
hearted attempt at a paper called
the Young Worker.,

But it would be a mistake to say
that they have not made gains over the
past year or jump to any premature
conclusions based on their first year's
performance. While the YWLL has grown
in the past year —- and in some areas
significantly -- and they are going
to continue to make immediate gains
from their defense of Angela Davis;
they do not as yet pose a real threat
to our ability to continue to grow
and expand. We have a significant
jump on the CP in terms of building
a strong revolutionary socialist youth

group. This is the key to understand --
this is what frightens them and this

is why they launched major propaganda
attacks in the past year, such as the
pamphlet, "Trotzkyism: The Inside Job."

The YSA is unquestionably stronger
than the YWLL in terms of political
understanding, roots in and leader-
ship of mass movements, and in simple
numerical terms. And this is one of
the few countries in the world where
the revolutionary socialist movement
is in an actually better position than
the Stalinists in terms of gaining
hegemony in the youth arena.

However, it would be a major
error to underestimate their strength
or potential as there is a tendency
to do among many YSAers. We have to
continue to arm our comrades theoreti-
cally to deal with the Stalinists. And
we have to continue to take them up in
our press. We played a major role
in aiding the disintegration of the
DBC through drawing them into united
fronts and winning their youth away
and exposing their leadership. We are
in an even much stronger position
today, and we are Just as eager to be
able to draw them into united front

. formations, or the SMC.

* * *

The general inability of our
opponents to understand this radicali-
zation, and thus their inability to
fully take advantage of the oppor-
tunities it has opened up for the
revolutionary movement, has made it
possible for us to take up the leader-
ship of mass movements and to confirm
our strategy in action as during the
May upsurge. It has enabled us to
become the force we are today in the
radical movement with our politics
being the center of discussion and
debate not only in the antiwar move-
ment, but now in the feminist movement
as well. And more and more as the
various tendencies are forced to relate
to our politics, the center of dis-
cussion and debate within the radical
movement.

But also, it is important to
remember that because the radicaliza-
tion is so deep and so powerful, it
is s%ill possible that other left
political formations can arise and grow
rapidly.

It is in this context that it
becomes particularly important that
we intensify our efforts to colonize
and recruit new forces on hundreds of
campuses across the country. The neces-
sity of building our base on the camp-
uses 1s made clear by our analysis of
the current radicalization. That neces-
sity was driven home by the events
of last May.
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Building our base on the campuses
and recruiting hundreds of new com-
rades in universities and high schools
across the country remains our central
task because this is precisely the
key to our success in participating,
building and gaining the leadership
of the mass movements. This, in turn,
is the key to winning over an entire
generation of radicalizing youth to
our perspectives and our movement.

The very nature of this radicali-
zation means that all sorts of new
forms will emerge, and that sectors
of the population who suffer a parti-
cular oppression but have never or-
ganized to combat it, will do so in
this period. It is crucial to under-
stand that this is a characteristic
of this radicalization because of basic
political and organizational implica-
tions.

The women's liberation movement
has forced several questions to the
fore demanding answers. One of the
questions thrown up with the advent
of the new feminist movement is that
of sexual roles or sexual stereotyping
in class society. This question has
been even more forcefully put forward
with the incrediblz recent growth of
the gay liberation movement.

Hundreds of gay organizations
have sprung up on campuses all across
the country. This movement is bringing
the rage of millions of homosexuals
who are -- and have been for thousands
of years -- brutalized and murdered
out of the closets and into the streets.

And the potential size of this movement —-

because of the numbers of people who it
directly affects -- is another important
point to consider in evaluating the
dynamics of this movement. According

to Kinsey's study, there are approxi-
mately 20 million homosexuals in this
country. And this does not even begin
to include the millions of people

who, because this society is so repres-~
sive, actively suppress their homo-
sexuality, but who can and will be
drawn into this movement.

At the YSA convention we noted
in the political report that the gay
liberation movement was a significant
and unprecedented movement which
is further evidence of the scope and
power of this radicalization to propel
new forces into action. We also pointed
out, however, that we had little know-
ledge of the gay liberation movement
and that we knew little about the
various gay organizations, the various
perspectives being put forward in the
movement, the analyses of gay oppression,
their strengths and political weak-
nesses, etc. And we also pointed out
that because of this we should begin
to probe this movement and become

familiar with it. In order for a revo-
lutionary socialist organization to
arrive at an orientation towards de-
veloping social movements, not only
must a thorough analysis of the dynamic
and direction of the movement be made,
but practical experience must be gained
as well. Therefore, the convention
decided that the thrust of the YSA's
participation in the gay liberation
movement at this time is to learn from
the movement precisely so that we can
develop a political orientation and

an overall approach.

In line with this, where we have
gay comrades they may participate in
gay liberation groups. Since this, like
any other area of our work is done
under the direction of the local as
a whole, there should be reports to
the Executive Committee, to the local
and the national office. In locals
where we have no open gay comrades,
we of course cannot participate in-
side of the movement, but locals should
consider assigning someone to cover
the events of the gay liberation move-
ment, check out the various groups,
get to know the activists, obtain their
literature, etc.

One of the best ways to begin
this work is by building the gay task
forces for the April 24 actions. This
has the potential not only of drawing
new layers into the antiwar movement,
but for introducing us to the movement
and beginning political collaboration.

We have also begun to think in
terms of holding forums on sexual
oppression and gay liberation to help
educate not only our comrades but the
movement as a whole to the seriousness
of this new movement. Many comrades
are reading the material written by
the Gay Activists Alliance, the pam-
phlets reviewed by Lee Smith in the
March 5 issue of The Militant.

We are also aware of the various
actions being planned in local or
regional areas against political
oppression of homosexuals, such as
yesterday's action in Albany, and lend
them our support if that is possible,
and intervene with sales of our press.

* * *

A test of our understanding of
this current radicalization is how
we approach and understand these new
movements. This period calls for us
to have an experimental, open, and
audacious approach to these movements.

The same is true in other areas
of our work which are mistakenly labeled
"routine." One of these is recrtvitment.
While it's true that more and more
people are coming around the YSA and
are joining as the comrades in Seattle
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told me, "just because we are the
YSA," it is also true that we must

be very conscious of carefully organizing
our contact and recruitment work.

It is even more important when, in
such a period as we are in, more and
more people are attracted to our ideas
and our actions. We have to take an
aggressive and experimental approach
to recruitment work, talking to the
thousands of people we work with in
the mass movements drawing them to our
functions, and recruiting them.

We know just from the volume of
inquiries and requests to join which
we receive in the national office --
and the geographical spread of the
places we receive them from -- that
there are young people virtually every-
where today who are looking for revo-
lutionary answers and who are ready
to join the YSA. It's only a question
of making sure we organize to reach
them, talk to them and draw them in.

We have to have one full time
comrade in the national office whose
task is to respond to these inquiries!
In the six month period since Oberlin,
we have handled from the office over
1,470 inquiries requesting more infor-
mation about the YSA and in some cases
ordering buttons, posters, etc. And
to prove that the radicalization has
reached every nook and cranny of this
country, in many cases along with
the name of the YSA, we have gotten
inquiries from places like Ashland,
Kentucky; Doraville, Georgia; Upper
Black Eddy, Pennsylvania; and so on.

One of the best ways of reaching
out to these people is through regional
work. We have made major steps forward
in the last year in terms of consciously
planning out, organizing and doing
regional work.

There are now regional committees,
and organizers in at least 1% of the
15 regions. In addition, there are
at least 11 regions which sustain a
full time regional organizer. Regular
meetings of the regional committees
are being held and a collaboration
so necessary to building a regional
leadership is taking place. In at
least one of the regional committee
meetings which I attended following
the YSA convention, the regional T & P
was not Jjust a report discussed in
the branch and local exec in the re-
gional center, but a report prepared
by the regional organizer, discussed
in a meeting of all the organizers
and National Committee members in
the region, and a final report prepared
and .again gone over by the organizers
and.NCers from all the locals in the
region. In other words similar to the
way T & Ps are drawn up for locals
or branches. This was invaluable in

terms of drawing together the thinking
of the leaders of the region, pooling
their knowledge and experience, and
coming up with a task and perspective
which had been hammered out in a col-
laborative manner. This resulted not
only in an excellent report to the
regional meeting, but a much fuller
discussion from the comrades who came
in from the region.

Establishing a regional appa-
ratus helps not only to build YSA
locals and develop them politically,
but it has proven to be an efficient
way to organize our overall work.
It lays the basis for a much more effec-
tive intervention of the YSA and SWP
into antiwar or women's liberation
conferences when these actions can
be organized on a regional basis.
Also organizing YSA campaigns such
as around a subscription drive, the
fund drive, speaking tours, etc., is
much more effectively done on a regional
basis. This is still developing. We
are gaining experience.

Developing and extending our
regional work is crucial not only
because of the potential for recruiting
and building whole new locals, but
because it is the best way, as we grow
larger, to aid the development of the
already established smaller locals
outside of the center. We have seen
what kind of gains can be made for
our movement in sometimes unexpected
areas. For example, the recruitment
of a local composed of primarily Black
and Chicano comrades in Riverside,
California, and consequently their
ability to build the successful Black
Moratorium which was such an important
event. Or the recruitment of a local
in Cincinnati primarily from the
women's liberation movement composed of
leaders of Cincinmati Women's ILiberation.
Or the recruitment of a local in Tampa,
Florida, which consequently grew to
become a local of almost twenty which
became the center of our movement in .
Florida, able to build the first state-
wide antiwar coalition in the history
of Florida and carry off a very suc-
cessful action on October %l. Or,
most recently for example, the recruit-
ment of a local composed of predom-
inantly Chicano activists in San
Antonio. Inquiries in the office indi-
cate whole new groups are ready to
join.

So the centers, including the
branches, must be conscious of the
dual aspects of regional work: 1)
breaking into new areas and 2) aiding
in the political development of these
locals through education, consulta-
tion, exchanging speakers, correspon-
dence and so forth. -

One area of work which we are
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becoming more and more involved in is
defense work. According to a survey

we compiled, we are involved in at
least 18 defense cases around the
country, not including national cases
such as around the Berrigans, including
ones such as the Florida recognition
fight, the fight against the IRS guide-
lines at Columbia University here in
New York City, around 10 civil liberties
struggles on campuses from Murfrees-
boro, Tennessee, to Portland, cases
concerning violations of the rights

of high school students, as well as
cases involving direct attacks on

YSA members.

Being able to correctly defend
ourselves and extend our rights is
extremely important. Every attack from
the ruling class which goes without
being defeated through mobilizing
support for our civil liberties, or
at least without being seriously chal-
lenged only invites more attacks.

We must be prepared to allocate suf-
ficient local, regional and national
resources for defense work, and approach
it in that manner. We should also not
hesitate in giving the fullest possible
aid to locals around the country which
find themselves or certain members

under attack.

* * *

Another area of work which must
be expanded commensurate with and
necessary to our growth is finances.
The YSA is now in the midst of a
national campaign to reorganize our
finances on a national, regional and
local level in a much more professional
manner. Because the campaign to in-
crease financial consciousness and
organization is so crucial, the YSA
national office assigned a comrade
on a full time basis to take overall
charge of YSA national finances and
to oversee the campaign. At the YSA
convention we had a separate report
on financialand a very productive
workshop to hammer out the more prac-
tical aspects of the work. Following
the convention we were able to free
Andy Rose up to tour all the regional
centers, give an educational on
finances, speak to local organizers
and financial directors, and in quite
a few instances talk to organizers
and financial directors who came in
from the region to discuss finances.

As with many new areas of work
that we begin to get involved in and
pay more attention to, it soon became
apparent that this was a task for more
than a single comrade to be assigned
to on a national level.

The rapid growth of the YSA along
with the expansion of our national areas
of work such as finances which demand
coordination and leadership from the

center, places much more responsibility
on the national center to provide the
kind of direction and coordination
required. Therefore we projected expand-
ing the national office staff at the
YSA convention so that we could expand
our work nationally and be in a better
position to be able to send comrades
out of the office for a period of

time to consult with comrades around
the country.

Although we have been able to
make some significant steps forward
in the office staff, the o0ld problem
of the expansion of the staff lagging
behind the expansion of the YSA
nationally still exists. In 1967 there
were five comrades functioning on
the national office staff. Today there
are ten, which is the largest it's
ever been. But the YSA has grown by
four times. The New York local and
branch have Jjust released one of its
organizers, Mirta Vidal, to come into
the office to head up our Chicano and
Latino work on the national level.

In addition to this major addition

to the staff, we have been able to
assign two comrades to head up our
women's liberation work and two comrades
to the staff of The Young Socialist
Organizer. This has allowed us to

move ahead more with The YS Organizer
in terms of producing balanced issues
covering a broader range of topics

on a more geographically representa-
tive basis. If ue are going to continue
to expand the staff, the leaderstip
must understand and communicate to

the ranks the importance of transfers
out of locals.

Two other things to note about
thes staff is thes age and the repre-
sentation from locals around the coun-
try. The youngest comrade is 19, three
of us are 20, and the rest 21, 22, and
the oldest is 23. Only two of the ten
are from New York, the rest are from
the Atlanta, Cleveland, Chicago, Los
Angeles, San Diego, Detroit and DeKalb
YSA locals.

Again this spring, two comrades
from the national office will be con-
ducting national organizational tours
to all the YSA locals around the coun-
try. This is a very important way for
us to get am accurate assessment of
the development of the YSA nationally
as well as to give the comrades in
the field a chance to discuss their
problems, criticisms, ideas and sug-
gestions with national leaders of the
YSA. These tours will begin in early
April.

* * *

The important political events
of the last year, which were tests
of the political and organizational
strength of the YSA, from the May
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upsurge, to the YSA convention, to

the recent March 8 International Women's
Day actions, has shown us the potential
and the opportunities which exist for
our movement. And they have also shown
us that we have never been in a better
position to maximize those opportunities.

These events also confirm the facht
that for the first time in ths history

of American Trotskyism, our movement has
been successful in building a revolution-
ary youth organization which is poli-
tically homogeneous, organizationally
strong, and in an excellent position

to gain hegemony in the youth arena
through its deep involvement in the mass
movements and the continued recruitment
and education of the best and most
militant fighters of these movements.
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