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THE FREEDOM NOW MOVEMENT IN 1965:
Its Progress, Problcms and Prospects

(Political Committee Draft Resolution)

I. Ten Years of Struggle

The latest phase of the Freedom Now movement, which datcs
from the Suprceme Court school desegregation decision of 1954 and
the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955-56, is still far from the goals
it has set. The forgotten NAACP slogan: ''Frec by '63", the hundredih
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, now sounds ironic in
thie light of the disabilities still suffered by more than 20 million
Amcrican Negrocs.

Nevertheless, the struggle for equality has registered sub-
stantial progress. Here is a list of the principal gains made over
the past ten years.

a. The Southern Negroes have arisen as a2 formidable and
increasingly militont force. They have engaged in unceasing and
advancing efforts to batter dowmn the supports of the Jim Crow system
from Texas to Virginia.

b. The movement has acquired nation-wide scope. Begimning
in the South, it has sprcad wherever Negroes live in sizecble numbors.

c. It has led to an increase in Negro voters cnd political
influence.

d. It has extracted judicial and legislative concessions from
the ruling class in numerous court decisions and the civil-rights
bills of 1957, 1960, 1964 and 1965.

e. The Negro revolt has become an impressive power in American
life,

f. It has won more and more national and international support.

g. It hos heightened the self-confidence, self-reliance and
political consciousness of the black masses.

h. It has seen the emergence of the ghetto-dwellers of the
North onto the arcna of action.
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i. Thousands of black people, especially youth, hcve acquired
invaluable cadre experience on local and regional levels in leading
mass demonstrations and in confrontations with the police and
political authorities.

The Freedom Now movement has been held back from advancing
faster by serious deficiencies. The most important arc:

a. The incapacity of any single authoritative nation-wide
organization or recognized leadership to mobilize the power of the
black masses in sustained struggle for equality.

b. Lack of political indcpendence.

c. Illusions about the chances of ending second-class
citizenship without thoroughgoing economic, social ond political
changes.

d. Absence of a comprehensive progrom and clear perspective
for promoting and winning the battle agcinst racism in cll its forms.

All these featurcs, beth positive andmegative, have been
manifested overthe past two years as the focal point of struggle has
swung back and forth between North and South. In 1963 the Battle
of Birmingham and the Mzorch on Washington were the twin peaks of
mass mobilization. The area of most intense activity was in the
South.where Negro adults and children defied and fought police as
they endeavored to desegregate schools, eating places, beaches,
hotels and buses.

As the mass movement slackened for a while down South, it
erupted in full force ''down North'" during the "long, hot summer" of
1964, Stirred by economic and social wrongs and ignited by incidents
of police brutality, the ghetto-dwellers rose up in spontancous
outbursts of protest. The conditions that generated them remain
festering in the slum areas and more defiant demonstrations of the
same type can be expected in coming times.

In 1965 the chief sector of thce front shifted back to the Deep
South where it revolved around the voter-recgistration battle of
Selma. The Alabama events culminated in the march of 30,000 Negroes
and whites from 2ll over the USA into the old Confederate capital
of Montgomery escorted by Federalized troops.
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The deepening and strengthening of the Southern movement over
the past decade can be gauged by the differcnce in temper and numbers
between the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955 and the march from Sclma
to Montgomery in 1965. The first, which initiated the practice of
mass struggle, was primarily a localized action. The second, which
lifted the movcment to new dimensions, became a national and even
international event.

The most outstonding features of these last two years have been:

a. The enlistment of ever-growing numbers into one or another
type of action: the black massces in the darkest South; the Negroes
packed together in the metropolitan slums; and larger layers of
middle class whites, both students and adults.

b. The more intensc militoncy being exhibited by these forces:
the unremitting protest demomstrations in the South; the sit-ins of
the youth; the defensive moves against the cops and other hated
clements in the ghettos; and the resort to massive direct action
even by moderate and pacifist leaderships under pressurce of impatient
and angry freedom-fighters.

c. The expanding arca of the struggle, which has been
extended to all parts of the country with o sizcable Negro population
in once form or another. Remote towns ond cities joined in the clomor
for Washington'’s intervention in Alabama.

d. The capacity of the movement to wrest concessions from
the federal authorities who can only sce the light when they feel
the heat. The mounting pressurcs which forced passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 will push through o voter-registration bill in
1965. These can be counted as gains, despite their deficicencies
and the fact that the authorities will be unwilling to enforce
their provisions in any but token fashion.

IT. The Problem of Lecadership

The halting and discppointing progress of the Negro revolt
has objectively created a crisis of leadership which has still to
be overcome. The momentum of the struggle over the past two years
has brought about significant shifts in the standing and strengths
of the competing tendencies on the right, in the center and to the
left.
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a. NAACP. As the strugglce has moved from the courts and
Congress to the streets, and from juridical and legislative jockeying
and lobbying to direct mass action, the influence and prestige of
the NAACP has waned. It no longer holds the predominant position
and is being challenged on 2ll sides. 1Its legalistic leaders are
being prodded to talk and act morc militantly and cven at times and
places initiate mass actions, though they strive to restrain thesc
within officially permitted limits.

b. SCILC. This organization, which began in the South, has
comc to occupy the center of the stage. From Kennedy's phone call
to Atlanta just before the 1960 clection to Johnson's private
consultations around the Sclma situation, its lecader, the pacifist
preacher Hortin Luther King, has been backed by the Democratic
administration as the recognized national head and hero of the
civil-rights movement. With the award of the Nobel pcace prize and
the march on Montgomery Rev. King has reached the crest of his
prestige and power. The powers that be count on him and his
licutenants to kecep the civil-rights ranks under control.

c. CORE. This loosely organized grouping has been more
active and grown a little through thc protest actions and projects
it has launched in Northern citics and its sporadic interventions in

the South., However, it is torn by internal conflict, defections
and splits betwecen the moderates and militants who disagrece over
the methods and aims of its participation in the struggle.

d. SNCC. As the Southern struggle hos widened its mass base
and adopted more agressive modes of action, this young student
organization nas played a more important part in arousing, instxucting
and mobilizing the Negroes at the grass-roots. It is a vanguard-
type organization and the real work-horse of the Southern movcment.
It inspired C.0.F.0. (Council of Federated Organizations) thot
launched the 1964 tecaching project and voter registrotion drive.

The greater combativeness and indcpendence of its leaders ond cadres
have brought them into conflict with the morc moderatce clcments.

The under-surfacc friction and mistrust between SCLC and SNCC
heralds a possible breach betwecen these divergent components of

the Southern leadership.

e. The Black Muslims. By its bold denunciations of racial
oppression, this socizl-recligious group helped uplift Negro dignity
and push other black organizations to the left. The break between
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Elijah Muhammad and Malcolm X represented a split between the more
conscervative, hard-shell abstentionist wing and the progressive,
rcvolutionary elcments. It has drastically reduced the capacitics
of Muhammad's movcment to contribute to the furtherance of the
causc of Afro-American emancipation.

f. Thce OAAU., The healthiest and most vital individuals in
the Black Muslims and nationalists went with Malcolm X, gathered
around him, or intended to follow his lead. The tremendous potential
inherent in the movement he started just a few months before his
death has been interrupted and blighted by his murder. It is
uncertain how and whether it will develop without its founder and
brilliant leader.

g. Black Mationalist Groups. The new m tionalist formations

that have sprung up have become more clearly diffcrentiated into
three distinct tronds over the past two years. 1. There are the
opportunists and carcerists. 2. There are the ultra-lefts who,
out of despecration and disappointment with the slow pace of the main
body of the movement, discuss terrorist methods ond engage in
adventuristic acts. 3. Our closcst allies arc to be found cmong
the scrious, stable and informed ncotionalists who through decper
knowledge of the dynamics of the colonial revolutions grasp the
connections betwecen national liberation and socialism. They arce
growing in numbers and understanding, although they arc dispersed
and badly organized.

h. NALC. This formation of Negro unionists is keopt alive by
the prestige of its founder, A. Philip Rondolph. Althougn there
is real nced of concerted Negro militancy in the labor movcment,
the NALC has played no significant role in the Negro community and
has been almost as inactive as the white scegment of orgenized labor.

This summary survey of the existing lcaderships confirms the
following conclusions:

a. The mass of Negroes have not yet been gathered together
into a singlec mighty movement tthich can be controlled by any one
group or leader. Many who follow King for the time being do not
subscribe to his pacifist principles and do not sharc his avowed
trust in the good intentions of the Johnson administration.

b. The left wing elemenis who were ready to rally around
Malcolm X have beon rendered temporarily leaderless by his assassin-
ation.
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c. According to their own testimony during the clashes in
the strecets, none of the reputable moderates has the power to bring
out or call to order the Northern ghetto-dwellers. The outbursts
arc called forth, not by any decisions of acknowledged lcaders or
"agitators' but by ungovernable bitter responses to provocative
- incidents and intolerable gricvances in their daily lives.

d. 1In many of the mass actions involving hcad-on collisions
with the Jim Crow systcm, there has been a strong impulse in the
ranks to go beyond the limits sct for them by the official lcoders.
They instinctively feel that diffcrent and more militont methods
are required to change the status quo.

e. The militants of the Frcedom Now movement have still to
find or work out o« program, philosophy and perspective which com-
bines effective methods of mass action with independent political
organization to cement a unity which can build black power at all
levels.

f. There has been a noticeable decline of scparatist senti-
ment, most conspicuously manifested in Malcolm X's cevolution. his
has, paradoxically, becn attended by o heightening of racial conscious-
ness. This two~sided development confirms the point tliat black
nationalism based upon an acceptance of seli-relionce, racial pride
and dignity, identificction with Africa and an asscrtion of indep-
endence in cction is not necessarily bound up with sceparatism. In
all its manifestations, however, it is bound up with the demand for

black unity, cutonomy and power.

I1TI. The Heritage of Molcolm X

Malcolm X's murder was 2 stunning blow to the causc of Negro
liberation because he gave every promisec of becoming the foremost
lecader of its most militant contingent. Although the man is gone,
he has left, not only a personal example for cmulction, but a
valuable bequest of idcas.

While he was still with the B lack Muslims, Mzlcolm X put for-
ward the following important propositioms.

a. Negroes can get their frecedom only by fighting for it.
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b. Negroes must defend themselves by all means when attacked
by racists.

c. The governmment is a racist govermment and is not going
to grant freedom.

d. Gradualism, the program of the liberals, white and black,
is not the road to equality.

e. Unclc Toms must be exposed and opposed.

f. Negroes must rely on themselves and control their own
struggle,

g. Negroes must determine their own strategy ond tactics.
h. Negroes must select their own leaders.

In addition to these beliefs, which he never c¢hanged, he dis-
carded some old ones and adopted new ones in the turbulcent and
fruitful year following his departurc from the Black Muslims. The
most significant changes were his implicit rejection of scparatism and
his search for 2 social and political program to unify aond mobilize
the Negro masses in.uncompromising strugglce against white racist
society.

Here are some of the most prominent of the new views he expressed
or considered.

a. He repudiated racism and resolved to judge men and move-
ments on the basis of their deeds, not their color or rcoce.

b. He sought to establish intimate ties betwecen the Frecedom
Now forces in this country and the colonial revolutionists in Africa,
the Near East, Asia and Latin America.

c. Going further, he emphasized the need for internationalism,
for the solidarity of the oppressed and exploited masses of the world
against their encmies whose central fountainhead was U.S. imperialism.

d. He favored independcent political organization of Negroes
running and electing their own cendidates against the Democratic and
Republican machines.
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e. He was for an independent black mass movement making mean
ingful and beneficial alliances on a basis of equality with other
anti-racist clements: students, white radicals or a radicalized labor
movement,

f. He believed that racism was bred and upheld by capitalism
and thet in order to uproot racism it was essential to abolish cap-
italism.

g. He was not only anti-capitalist but sympathetic to socialism,
even though not on Marxist grounds.

While other sections of the radical movement denounced, slandered
or spurned Malcolm X, his views led him to closer association and
friendliness with the Socialist lorkers Party and Young Socialist
Alliance, This development was not accidental. Incompleted as it
was, the evolution of Malcolm X demonstrated that the logical tendency
of revolutionary black nationalism in this country dominated by
monopoly capitclism is toward conclusions similar to those held by
revolutionary socialists, This convergence and even congruence of
views and outlooks provides a f£irm and extending basis of collaboration
between the two movements.

Malcolm's ideas were still in rapid transformation at the time
of his premature death. They should and will be taken up, further
rcfined and expanded by other Afro-Americans who will follow in his
footsteps ond build on his heritage.

IV. The Strategy of the Johnson Administration

The capitalist rulers arc hard-pressed on how to handle the
irrepressible insurgency against the system of discrimination it pro-
fits from and sustains. Their more acute representatives have recog-
nized that the previous practices of naked repression in the South
and total indifference in the North cannot be maintained. They
cannot, as the racist diehards and their sympathizers would like,
break up or brush aside the civil-rights movement. It is too powerful
and deep-seated. Goldwater's sharp setback when he tried to extract
political advantage by soliciting support of the Dixiecrat racists
warned that this policy did not pay off any longer, cven for the South.

Johnson's linc, like that of Kennedy, is to mancuver with the
civil-rights forces. Hc seeks to buy off, slow down and contain the
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movement by giving the minimum concessions at the points of maximum
pressurc. He counts on getting away with this tokenism by conniving
with the compliant, moderate, liberal and pacifist Negro lcaders.

Democratic and Republican lecaders alike are induced to steer
such a course for both internal and intecrnational reasons. They
cannot suppress or sweep aside the indignation and determination of
more than 20 million colored Americans who not only have justice and
democratic principles on their side, but also = growing support among
whites, as the widespread public responsc to the Alaboma cvents
indicated.

The capitalists and their representatives in office realize
that too much civil strife, social disorder and mass turbulence is
not only 'bad business’ but bad for busincss. So long as business
remains good and organized labor quiescent, they can afford to extend
minor concessions to the Negro minority.

Johnson above all wants to kecep the Begro voters under Democratic
control. 97 per cent voted agoainst Goldwater in 1964. Their electoral
backing can supply the margin for victory in national, state and
locdl contests, even in Southern states. He expects that the exten-

ion of voting rights to morc Southern Negroes will weld their loyalty
o his party.
& The role of world opinion is no less compelling in molding the
government s conduct. Washington's pretence of being the hope and
_ protector of "the free world" is too crassly exposed when Negroes
continue to be beaten by police and murdered in cold blood by racist
thugs who go unpunished. When Malcolm X proposcd to appeal to the UN
to protect the human rights of Afro-Americans, he was striking at
the most vulnecrable joint in the State Department's armor.

The administration's concessions are limited. They do not
exclude resort to repressive measurcs when sectors of the Freedom Now
forces cxceed the boundaries of officizl tolerance. Johnson is not
aiming to eradicate the causes of discrimination but to calm down the
crusade for freedom by varnishing over the most flagrant abuses and
most indefensiblc manifestations .of inequality. This strategy of
tokenism and gradualism means, not Frcedom Now but Frcedom Never =-- if
he gets away with it.

However, the concessions made can be utilized by the movement
with good cffect. The voter registration bill is comparable to the
Supreme Court decision of 1954 and may make even greater alterations
in the political and social balance in the Deep South. It places
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a new weapon in black hands which can be wielded against the official
upholders of white supremacy and their most brutal agents. But the
extent of its benefits will depend upon the extension and decpening
of the mass struggle, not upon the courts. The new bill will no
more guarantce the free and full exercise of voting rights than the
1954 court ruling brought about school desegregation.

Petty political reforms, judicial verdicts or Johmson's grandi-
ose promisc of a Great Society cannot halt the Freecdom Now movement.
The demands of its participants cannot be met becausc the underlying
source of their disabilities and gricvances is cconomic. The root
causes are embedded in the system of production for profit that John-
son has sworn to uphold. Capitalism cannot provide adequate cmploy-
ment, education and housing to white wage-workers -- and it can do
far less for the Negro masses who constitute the main rescrvoir of
cheap labor. This cxploitation cxplains its inability to get rid of
the structure of racial oppression. That is why racism cannot and
will not be eradicated unless and until the proiit system is abolished.

The delecys and frustrations cxperienced by the masses can be
expected to bring more and morc of the most conscious frecdom=
fighters and their spokesmen to this conclusion, already herzalded by
the evolution of Mzlcolm X and others. Further disappointment in the
actions of administration can impecl them to find out the fundamental
socio-economic reasons for the continuance of deprivations they are
less ond less willing to bear.

V. Political Wecaknesses of thc Negro Struggle

The most glaring contradiction of the Negro struggle is its
growing strength as a mass force and its fecbleness in the political
field. Yet its objectives cammot be ceffectively pursued unless its
immense latent clectoral power as the largest and most concentrated
minority grouping is welded together and dirccted along indcpendent
lines.

Almost 21} scegments and tendencies of the movement, whatever
their disagrecements on other matters, lined up behind the Democratic
candidates and opposed independent political action in 1964, This
subservicnce cxtended all the way from the Urban Leaguc and NAACP
to NALC and SNCC.
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A division cxists within the civil rights ranks between those who
regard pressurc on the major parties through backing its more liberal
(or less rcactionary) eclements as the only realistic method of pol-
itical action and the dircct actionists. Many of the latter, dis-
illusioned with the recsults of such a policy, turn aside altogether
from politics. They prefer to concentrate their encrgies upon
community organizations and projccts as the most effective tool for
social change.

Such abstention from the clectoral arena leaves all the levers
of city, state and national power in the hands of capitalist-minded
officials who actually retain cuthority to decide the fate of any
large-scale community projects. Thus this anti-political cttitude is
sclf-defeating even on the community level.

The most significant political cvent in the South has been the
emergence of the Mississippi Frcedom Democratic Party. This has a
dual character. It has challenged the scating of the lily-white
Dixiecrats, cncouraged large numbers of Negroes to join the voter
registration drive in that state, and turn out cn masse for parzllel
"Frecedom Elections." All this has heightened the potential political
force of the Negroes. '

The Mississippi movement could have become a starting point and
laid the foundation for genuincly independent political organization
to further the fight for freedom. But its leaders have so far kept
their movement ticed to the national Democratic party, cven though it
gave them only token representation and refused to seat their full
delegation at the 1964 Atlantic City convention.

Sympathizers of the Frecdom Democratic Party are trying to form
similar groups in thec northern ghettos. Their aim is to work within
the Democratic setup and gain some concessions by electing Negro
candidates for office within that fromework. By rcfusing to breck with
the Democratic mcchine, the FDP lecadership helps sustain the illusion
that liberal-sounding Democrats cre reliable defenders of Negro rights
and progress, instcad of recognizing that those who staff the parties
of capitalism are thereby committed to resist in practice the clim-
ination of the causes of discrimination.

The inability of the Frecdom Now Party to make headway since
it was announced in 1963 has rcinforced the widespread hesitancy to
leave the old political paths. From the beginning it had to contend
with a tidal wave of "lesser evil" scntiment that operated to the
advantage of the Johnson administration. In 1964 the Freodom Now
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Party forces werce able to run a state ticket only in Michigan.

This showed that an independent all-«black or black-controlled
party was possible. But its low votc and internal difficultics em-
phasized how much it takes to bring such a party into boing under the
present objective conditions and keep it alive in the face of
opposition from almost all official Negro lcaders, the illusions that
Negrocs can make substantial gains through the Democratic party, and
the hopes that the Johnson administration will alleviatce their
situation.

The FNP hes not succecded in getting off the ground on a
national scale. It has encountered all the difficulties of a pioneer
experiment. The first airplones likcewise did not stay up and some
even crashed. The fzilings of the first trials werc overcome by
persistent cfforts. So it will be with the idea of independent
Negro political action.

The Frcedom Now struggle nceds its own political arm and this
alternative to dependence upon the go-slow and sell-out artists
among the capitalist politicians will appear more attractive as more
Negroes sce the futility of banking on their demcagogic promiscs.

VI. Organizing the Black Ghetto

The Negroes, North and South, are today largely concentrated
in urban arcas. In some cities (Washington, Newark, Gary, Birmingham,
Philadelphia) they constitute a majority or near-majority oand in most
of the principal metropolitan centers (New York, Chicago, Detroit,
St. Louis, Los Angcles) they make up a considerable and growing
percentage of the population.

The inhabitants of thesc black ghettos are far more revolutionary
in temper and outlook than any other scction of the American working
class. The most pressing task -- and the major unsolved problem -~ of
the freedom struggle is how to rcach and orgenize these ghetto masses.

The 1964 cruptions in Harlem and celsewhere showed that the
ghetto residents are ready to go into the streets and do battle on
their own behalf. But their vcehement protests brought about no
improvements beczuse they lacked organization, lcadership and a

program to gain their objectives.
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The scething slums have to be replaced with decent housing.
The ghetto dwellers nced defense against the police and their brutality.
This requires throwing off the rule of police violence and organizing
neighborhood defense against both the police and random criminals.

To sccure adequate, improved and equal education the black
ghettos have to control the administration of the school system,
allocation of funds, hiring and training of tcachers, choice and
preparation of curricula, Afro-Americanization of textbooks.

Tenements have to be rid of rats and roaches, sanitized and
made livable, cvictions halted, rents lowered, cxtensive new housing
built with public funds and employing Negro labor.

Super-cxploitation of the poor through low quality and high
prices of food, goods and services must be halted by direct inspection
of local committecs and the cstablisiment of cooperatives.

The humiliating dependence of ghetto families and remnants of
families upon welfare and welfarce bodics has to be eliminated.

The Negro community has to sccurc control over job opportunities
and enforce fair hiring.

The youth have to be given hope, remoralized and organized.

These are tremendous tasks -- and they cannot ceven be tackled
without building independent black political power from tiie asphalt
up. This entails breaking the stranglehold of the rich, the middle
class and suburban clcments on city politics and liberating the ghettos
from all other outside and alien forces. This in.turn cannot be done
without discarding the superintendence of the Negro middle class and
the liberal civil rights leaders who work hand in glove with the
agents of the banks, big business, the insurance companics and land-
lords, fear and discourage any attempts at cutonomous mass organization,
and arc willing to settle for thc most meager and superiicial changes.
Any and all reforms can be trimmed, twisted and diluted by the exist-
ing powers unlecss the ghetto masses have enough power in their own
hands to see that they are properly implemented.

The Johnson administration is trying to buy off at a cheap
price any further development of o unified, dynamic and militant
lcadership in the ghettos by highly publicized Great Sociecty gestures
oand anti-poverty projects like HARYOU and Mobilization for Youth,
the Job Corps, ctc. They calculate that thesc gimmicks will help
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the Urban Leaguc, NAACP, CORE and SCLC to movc in znd cap the ghetto
volcano without rcmoving the underlying conditions of its cruptionms.

In opposition to these officially patronized and subsidized
organizations there have sprung up a host of small ghetto organiza-
tions which scek to bring and bind the black masses together in
action frecec of domination by any kind of white or Negro liberal
groups tied to outsidc sources of funds.

These black nationalist groups have the defects and difficultics
of 21l newly hatched radical organizations pushing into unknown
territory. But they have the outstanding merit of being indigenous
to the ghetto and highly sensitive to its insurgent moods, nceds and
moves. They arc the natural zllies of the Morxists and their successes
and failures are highly imporiant for the further progress of the
Negro revolt.

The gricvances are so great that there is little likelihood
that the liberals can keep a 1lid on the big ghcttos. And it will
be 2 long, tough and complex job even for black radicals to build
firm and enduring bases of support among the ghetto masses. Most of
the problems involved can only be poscd at this point; no tendency
has yet worked out practical solutions to them.

S———

ViI. The Continued Default of Orgonized Lobor

The consecrvatism of the burcaucrat-ridden union movement is
most shamefully cexhibited in the neglect to back up the Freedom Now
struggle with its forces and resources while giving lipscrvice to
its aims. It is no less menifested in the reluctance to correct
discriminatory union practices.

The burcaucratized unions lag far bechind the white students,
liberal intcllcctuals and cven clergy in direct participation in
civil rights actions. In placc of mobilizing his mcmbers, Walter
Reuther belatedly showed up in Selma to make 2 speech and walk a
few miles. The union officals collaborate with the moderate Negro
leaders to keep the Freedom Now movement shackled to the Johnson
odministration.

Thus, whilc firmer tics arc being knit with other segments of
the white population, the gop between organized labor and the Negro
masses has continued rather than narrowed over the past period.
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This disparity between the radicalization of the Negro and the
inertia of organized labor has delayed prospects for any large-scale
unity of action betwecen the two movements. The Negro-labor alliance
in strugglc against the capitalist power structure remains indispen-
sable for the decisive solution of their mutucl problems. Under
current conditions this can be propagandistically projected as a
desirable gozl, cven though it is far from practical rcalization.

It con and must be prepared for by cementing a working unity between
the vanguard of the Negro struggle and the Socialist Workers Party.

VIII, The SWP's Record During 1963-1965 ond Its Immedistc Tasks

The linc of '"Freedom Now: The New Stage in the Struggle for
Negro Emoncipation,' the resolution adopted by the 1963 national
convention, was fundamentally corrcct in its acnalyses and evaluations,
has been generally verified by subsequent developments and remains
valid as a guide to party activity in this ficld. This document has
donc much to reorient and educate our ranks, especially in regard to
the progressive character and revolutionary implications of black
nationalism,

The progress made in sceking ond cffecting an cllicnce between
the black and white vanguards was most conspicuously evidenced in
the mutually helpful relations cstablished between Malcolm X's
movcement and our party. This collaboration substanticted the statcement
in the 1963 rcsolution that black nationalism and revolutionary
socialism "arc not only compatible but complcmentary forces, that
should be welded closer together in thought and action.” It likewise
showed in practice our willingness to work with a fully independent
Negro movement on a basis of equality, cach respecting the autonomy
of the other in pursuit of common aims.

Similarly, our forces did all they could to cncourage the
formation of the Frecdom Now Party on 2 local, state and national
scale and supportcd its candidates in clections.

This whole-hearted, though not uncritical, support to cvery
assertion of indcpendent, all-black orgonization distinguished our
position and attitude from thosc of the Communist party, Socialist
party and many white radicals who fear black natiopalism and condemn
it as recactionary, 'racism in rcverse."
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At the samc time our members followed the rule of participating
to the extent of their opportunitics and capacjtics in cll the orgon-
izations and mass actions of the civil rights forces, irrespective
of their lcadership or program. Without making sccret of our socialist
views, we have o completely non-scctarian attitude toward the diverse
tendencices in the Negro stumggle. Our sole criterion for support is
their seriousncss in undertaking action against discrimination.

One of our most valuable contributions to the cause of Negro
ecmancipation is the copious literature that has been written and
published on the Afro-American struggle. These works have had
cxtensive sale and good acceptance, cspecially among militants who
are sccking clarity on the basic problems of Negro liberation in
the light of the socialist perspective.

Even more influential has been the role of the weekly Militont.
It has become 2 prime source of zccuratc news znd informed comment
on all significant aspects of the liberation movement. The fact
that a considerable percentage of its sales and subscribers are loc-
ated in the Negro communitics from Harlem to the West Coast shows how
much its coverage and vicwpoint cre appreciated.

In conncction with its aim of Afro-Amcriconizing Marxism, the
SWP has worked out distinctive vicws on the dynamics of the Negro
rcvolt against thc caste system of U,S, capitalism. High priority
must be given to spreading these 1deas and the proposals for action
based on them to wider circles through the press, publications,
forums, decbates, ectc. The developments of the colonicl revolution
throughout the world have made Negro militants more receptive to
consideration of the rclations between socialism ond the fight for
frecedom.,

While participating in all scectors of the human rights movement,
our ranks must be flexible in the ways and means of linking up
with the masses in motion becouse of the fluidity of the situation
and the heterogencous character of the many tendencies at work. The
ties already crecated with the best freedom fighters in ¢ number of
localities must be extended and strengthened.

In cascs wherce their domands clash with the privileged positions
of more conscrvative white workers we side with the black insurgents
striving for cquality. At the same time we try to make the morce
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advanced workers understand that the Frecedom Now cause must bc
supported by a united working class, not only as a motter of decency,
democracy and justice, but as the current spearhecad of struggle
against the cvils ond insecurities of capitalist exploitation.

Central to all our cfforts is the recruitment, training and
reinforcement of Negro Marxist cadres. We aspire to convince the
most racc-and-class conscious black militants that membership in
our party and cducation in the doctrines of socialist internationalism
can immeasurably cnhance their cffectiveness as participants and
leadcrs in the Negro revolt. We must above all get our message to
those young rcbels in the ghettos and on the compuses who arce cager
to lcarm cverything they ought to know about the world rcvolution
of our time ond its connections with the advancement and victory of
the fight for frecdom in this country.

Moy 28, 1965



