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VARXISM AND THE SINO-SOVIET DISPUTE

by Arne Swabeck

The ideological dispute between Peking and Moscow hes now reached world
sheking proportions; Communist parties everywhere fecl its stirring impact,
This dispute takes place in e& period of revolutionary upturn of which it is
an essential product -~ a revolutionary upturn catalysed by the proletarien
and peasant victory in China, Involved are issues of immense magnitude; they
concern the most vital interests of revolutionary mass movements and, in :
the final anaslysis, they concern the future course of humen socliety itself.

Thirty-five years ago our Trotskyist movement arose out of such a
great ideological dispute, the dispute between the Left Opposition headed
by Trotsky and the Soviet buresacracy headed by Stalin, That dispute shook
the then existing Corrmnist partics, It occurred amid the revolutionary re-
treats, internally in the Soviet Union and externally on the world arena,
in which the Stalinist bureaucracy originated and found the means to estab-
lish 1its supremacy.

Trotsky's revolutionary position was then clearly distinguished from
the Stalinist opportunist, and later degenerate, position. Though extremely
unpopular and attracting only & mimute minority, Trotsky's position con-
tained the imperishable ideas that are equelly imperative for a gemine
socialist movement snd for the fate of menkind. Hence we did not hesitate
taking our place on the revolutionary side. Unpopular as this sidewas,
we had to fight for our right to be heard, not to be heard as mere cormenta=
tors but as active participants,

Today's idsological dispute between Peking and l'oscow centers on the
same basic 1ssues, as stated in The Militant Jamuory 28 editorial: "These
great issues == war and peace, the road to socialism, are precisely what
woere involved in Trotsky's fight azainst the revolutionary degeneration...
they are the life and death issues of our epoch.” In the article series by
Verde this is further arplified: "The dispute ha& raised for consideration
many of the fundamental questions confronting the world struggle for
gocialisn, Every partisan of socizlism has & stake in this historical con-
troversy..."

The contrast between the revolutionary stand on these issues taken
by the Chinese and the opportunist, or revisionist, policies of the
Kremlin is today 2l1so cleerly delineated. That this mekes an entirely new
stage in world developments, #n which the Chinese Cormunists are imitiate
ing a revolutionary reorientation leading inevitably to world wide re-
groupments in a living revolutionary mass movement, must be the obvious
conclusion. And yet, after all that we have learned from Trotsky and our
own rich experiences, we stand nowhere in this great dispute. Though as
Warde says, "every partisan of socialism has a stake in this historical
controversy,® we are suspended in mid air so to speak, Our comment, a
Pplague on both your houses, But for us the imperative question still re~
meins; Are we going to be active participants in these great developments
toward reorientation and resroupment in a living revolutionary mass move-
ment, or are we to stand aside as mere c¢ritical commentators and let
history pass us by?
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To this question I will return, but first permit me some comments on
how these developments have been treated in our press. At the outset I
want to welcome the revolutionary service rendered in publishing a couple
of the Feking declarations in The Militant, Party members had thus =2
chance to become at least partly familiar with the Chinese position. This
presents a vholesome contrast to the actions of the British Trotskyist
group (the SLL). Shovwing no concern about whether the membership knew the
contents of the Peking declarations, the SLL leadership published a long
statment giving its own evaluation of them, FMeedless to say, that evalua-
tion was on the level of its rejection of the workers state concept for
Cuba, Fowever, the attempt here to lay down party policy on the Peking~
'oscow dispute in the Yarde 1'ilitant erticles -~ identical in general line
with the P.C. draft resolution -~ mzkes & mockery of the pre~convention
discussion, It shows utter disrezard of the nmembership whose will is
supposed to be expressed at the convention,

One 1'ilitant editorial notices the omission in the Chinese docurment
of any memtion of Stelin or Stalinisme In other documents this onission
hzs been patched over, but not in accord with our views, it certein points
Stalin is quoted approvingly as a i arxist-Leninict, some of his opinions,
including some of his slanders of Trotsky cre accepted. The fact thaet these
have reference to the early period in Stalin's career ~~ before the blood
purges «- makes them no less objectionable to us. e rejeect them, These
are the paradoxical aspects of the Chinese position whose main character-
istic 1s the head-on attack on the basic pillars of Stalin's policies which
st111 remain in full force in the Kremlin.

The Chinese position has found great receptivity s2mong the oppressed
masses of "the hungry bloc® who are fighting for nationzl and social liber-
ation in isia, ifrica and Latin America, This is symptomatic of the issues
in disputes as for me, I must admit that this has far greater significance,
end it happens to indicate a far more accurate appraisal of the Chinese
poeition than the smug, s elf-satigfied criticism contained in The iilitant
article series which bears the mistaken title, "A l'arxist Evaluation.®

Complaints are made in these articles about the "voluminous, over-
heated, pol&iical exchanges between "oscow and Peking, Charzes go so far
as to say: "Tiresome, tendentious quotations from 'arx and Lenin appeal to
the identical resolutions." This is formalistic indeed. But a dialectic
exanination will grant that anybody can quote larx or Lenin; it 211 depends
on how, for what objective, in what manner and in what context the quota-
tions are used. Applyinz this method of thouzht we find that the quotations
fron Magx énd lonin tised in the Chinese declarations are as fresh as ever,
and they serve effectively in every case either to fortify the struggle
of the Chinese against revisionism or to further clarify their own revolu-
tionary position., In one of their important documents the Chinese refer to
Lenin's reason for using quotations, In State and Revolution Lenin wrote:

"In view of the unprecedentedly widespreed distortion of Marxism, our
prime task is to re-esteblish what larx really thought on the subject of
the state. For this purpose it will be necessary to quote at length from
the works of Marx and Engels themselves,..All, or at any rate, all the
most essential passages in the works of Marx and Engels on the subject of
state rmust without fail be quoted as fully as possible, in order that the
reader may form an independent opinion of the totality of the views of the
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founders of scientific socialism and of the development of these views, and in order
that their distortion by the now prevailing 'Kautskyism' may be documentarily
proved and clearly demonstrated. "

Surely what Lenin had to say on using quotations presents a healthy contrast
to the anaemic complaints in The Militant articles.

Personally, Ihad the great opportunity to be an active participant in the Com-
munist International when Lenin carried on the great debate with Kautsky and the
other revisionists and opportunists in the Second International. In the present
situation there are many similarities. Marxism then was outrageously adulterated.
That is the case also today.

Opportunism and revisionism again runs rampant, but today it holds forth in
the Kremlin and in most of the Communist parties. The Peking declarations may
fall short of the brilliant analyses and the clarion calls then coming from revo-
lutionary Moscow but their blows are aimed with as much force, determination
and unmictakable meaning against Kautsky's present political offspring. And when
Marxism- Lenitism is today again outrageously adulterated, when distortions
abound, it is neccgsary that the views of both Marx and Lenin be quoted as ex~
tencively cs poszible. ¥es, aad in view of the Chinese position being so often
dictorted in our party and elsewhere, it will be helpful also to quote some of their
most significant declarations.

What the Chinese party leaders think of the dangers of nuclear war and their
paper tiger concept is carefully explained in an important document not published
in The Militant, These questions Comrade Warde treats rather cavalierly. He
says:

"The Chinese statements consistently underrate the costs of nuclear war...this
underestimation of the perils of nuclear war has helped the Kremlin and others to
confuse {oc issues by piaying up the 'nuclear teeth’ of the imperialist 'paper tiger'
as a cover for their oprortuniom, " This is a strange type of logic. The Kremlin
cover for iz opportunism is biamed on the revolutionary position of the Chinese,
and to de so their position is distorted.

More then onee the Chinese have stated their view that a nuclear war unleashed
by iirperisiizza wouid for humarity be an unmitigated disaster. But they take
particular cere tc wara the Communist parties against succumbing to imperialist
nuclezr birckmail, and against conciliation with imperialism because of such
blackmai/, Criding the revisionists (Khrushchev, Togliatti and Co.) for doing
exactly thg the Chinese party leaders say about them: ""They have allowed a kind

of 'end of the world' feeling to take the place of cool reason." (emphasis added)

Being concerned above all with the overthrow of the imperialist system
as the only real assurance against nuclear war, the Chinese insist: '"The question
of war and peace can never be understood unless it is seen in the light of social
relations, of the social system, and of the laws of social development...in the
final analysis atomic weapons cannot change the laws governing the historical
developments of society, ..cannot save imperialism from its doom or prevent
the proletariat and people of all countries and the oppressed nations from winning
victory in their revolution...First mankind will destroy nuclear weapons, nuclear
weapons will not destroy mankind. "
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On the paper tiger concept the Chinese refer to Mao Tse~-tung's ex-
planation of how all imperialists and reactionaries are real tigers and at
the same time peper tigers. (the law of the interpenctration of opposites).
The ruling clasees in all history, the slave owners of antiquity, the
feudal lords and the bourgeoisie were progressive and real tigers in the
early stages of their development and their rule, But as their opposites,
the slaves, the peasants and the proletariat grew in strength, strugsled
againet them and became more formidable, these ruling classes changed into
paper tigers, Looked at from the long term point of view, such is the case
of imperislism today. On this, said Mao, we should build our strategic
thinking, but in our tactical thinking we recognigze imperialism as a2 real
tiger,

Tectics are subordinated to strategy, of course; tactics must serve
strategic goals, This Mao amplified in the concept, "strategically we
should despise all our enemies but tactically we should take them all
seriously,..in regard to each and every concrete question we must take
them seriously,®

Revolutionaery socialists will find agreement with these concepts stated
by Mao Tse-tung, We hold the capitalist imperialist system to be decrepit
and corrupt, to be in decline and deday and incapable of solving its con-
tradictions, Certainly, we despise this system but we are very well aware
of 1ts powers for darmage and destruction, In every concrete question of the
class struggle we take the capitalist enemy very seriously, and we act
accordingly.

On this score we, who still have our really serious problems of
strugsle against cepitalism ehead of us, can learn a few valuable lessons
from the Chinese party leaders, They state correctly, that all successful
revolutionaries in history have been successful *because on each particular
question and each specific strugzle they took the enemp seriously and
adopted a prudent attitude,® To this, however, the Chinese add the indis-
pensable ingredient of revolutionary optimism, History shows, they say, that
all revolutionaries came to be revolutionaries "because in the first place
they dare to despise the enemy, dare to struggzle and dare to seize victory.
Those who fear the enemy =nd dare not struggle, dare not seize victorye..
can only be reformists and capitulationists.®

‘"Historically, all true rewolutionaries have dared to despise the
reactionaries, to despise the reactionary ruling classes, to despise the
enemy, because, in the historical conditione then obtaining which confronted
the people with 2 new historical task, they had begun to be aware of the
necessity of replacing the old system with a new oness<But when the his~
torical conditions have made a change necessary, revolutionaries and van-
guard fighters of the people come forward who dare to denounce the reaction-
ary ruling classes and dare to regard them as paper tigers, And in every=-
thing they do these revolutionaries always raise the people's spirits and
puncture the enemy's arrogance...even if they meet with serious difficulties.
setbacks and fallures in the course of a revolution, all true revolution-
aries will nevertheless dare to despise the enemy and will remein firm
in their conviction that the revolution will triumph,®

What the Chinese party leaders here present is, of course, a summary
of their own strugsles, their development and their revolution. It aprlies
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with equal accuracy to the leadership of Castro and his collaboratoers in
Cuba. Any reasonebly objective observer will conclude that 1t comes far
closer to the real problems of revolutionary strategy and tactics than
does the sterile ritualistic criticism of the !ilitant articles. Far more
wholesome it would be for us to make en attempt to learn from the summaries
stated above; the Chinese CP articulate the experience of a great revolu-
tion; we do not,

Obviously the Chinese are much concerned about turning the tendency to
succumd to imperialist muclear blackmail into the heal thy channels of
revolutionary optimiem, How can we have any disagreement with that? Ite
necessity we understand very well. We are as aware as they are that
several revolutions including the Chinese and the Cuban, together with a
vhole series of colonial upheavals have accurred since the imperialists
acquired nuclear weapons. The very nature of the epoch demands that em-
phasis be placed on revolutionary optimisme

But there is no democracy in China -~ 80 we are told by the Militant
articles: "The 1eo regime...has maintained rigid control over all domeains
of social and political activity...Views dissenting from the official line
have not been asuthorized for pudblication in recent years.® Well, well, one
may ask, have views dissenting from the official line in the SWP been
authoriged for publication?

The democratic regime is the most aristocratic way of ruling, It is
poseible only to a rich nation.," So spoke Trotsky in Discussions on the
Transitional Program(Fourth International, February, 1946), 2is rational
view forms a healthy contrast to the abstract, idealized notions of
democracy sepavdte end apart from class relations and from economic condi-
tions that one hears so often in rezard to China,

In Russia the young Soviet Republic, after its long and devastating
civil war, was obliged to introduce cormpulsory labor service because the
fate of the revolution depended on the labor front, In the factories the
principle of one=men manzgement was strictly maintained. Democratic rights
for the mass of the people were emtodied in the proletarian rule, its pro-
gram and its objectives. (See Trotsky's book, Dictatorship and Democraqz)

In China, the civil war had been victoriously concluded before the
launching of the new workers state, No compulsion was necessary, either
for lebor service or for collectivization, There elso the democratic rights
of the mass of the people —~ with whose interests and needs the CCP leaders
were always closely identified - are embodied in the proletarian rule,
its program and its obJectives., That bureaucretic elements arise neverthe-
less is a fact there as it was in the Soviet Union in Lenin's day, and es
it 18 in Cube today. With special reference to this problem, President
Osvaldo Dorticos said in his 1963 "State of the Union® report: Cuba must
eliminate "2ll of the exceedingly dangerous manifestations of bureaucracy.®

Conditions of lnternal party democracy in China can be best illus-
trated by one very concrete example, After the 1927 defeat the CCP exper-
ienced a period of leftist-adventurist policies, first under the Li-Li-san
and later under the Weng ting leadership. Mao Tse-tung fought against both
and against their policies, and he replaced them in the leadership in 1935.
Yet to this day, Li~Li-san and Wang I'ing are both members of the CCP
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Central Committee. Few parties can match this record of internal democracy,

To all the questions ralsed the Warde erticles reply: "The best ser-
vice Harxists can render in the Great Debate is to tell the truth, the
whole truth, ancd nciaing but the truth about the views and conduct of the
various rerticlpants,® The’ sounds very commendables let us see how well
1t is car ied out, Most of the examples here cited are repeated in the PC
draft resciutvion on the Sino=Soviet dispute.

Vhat Wazde calls the reactionary attitude of the Chinese on de~Staline-
ization, he says, ¥is symbolized on the state level in Peking's unprinci-
pled bloc with Hoxha's Albania, one of the moest despicable Stalinist re-
gimes in Furope.? Who knows what the character of this regime is? A group
of young Cubens are there now to work in, and to study Albanien agriculture:
they mey learn something about the regime, True, Khrushchev has already
labelled it despiceble Stalinist, but there is no reason for us to accept
his verdict.

Contimiing in the same vein the articles charge, "In the factional
fight against Khrushchev the Chinese may also be giving eid and comfort
to the discredited Stalinist die~hards in the Soviet Union headed by the
desposed liolotov 'anti-party' group,” Sed to say, this charge is one of
those typical and slanderous speculations from the capitalist press that
should not be permmitted to disgrace The Militant columnse.

But the Militant plea for Tugoslavia to be included in the fraternity
of Communist perties was made in wvain, Tito, who hes deen elected president
for 1life, has now assured irperialist Washington that in the conflict be-
tween Past and West Yugoslavia will remain neutral,

Among further somewhat similar assertions made in these articles two
items must be mentioned. Firstly: "The Chinese take no exception to the
line of the Japanese CP that the main task there is, not the fight for
workers power and socialism, but to win nationeal independence from UeS.
imperialism.” Secondly, the Chinese Communists "do not object to the craven
support given by the Indonesian CP to the government of Soelmrno who is
Nehru's counterpart in that country.?

But the question arises, how does anybody here know about these
complaints one way or another?! The Kremlin used to arrogate to itself the
povwer of dictating policy to all other parties, In the present dispute the
Chinese party leaders have stated more than once that they have criticized
in public only those parties who had made open attacks upon them, What the
ectual relations are between the Chinese and the CPs of Jepan and Indonesia
nobody here is in a position to know, But we do know that we in the SWP
find serious fanlts with the terribly sterile end sectarian attitude of the
British Trotskyists to the Cuban revolution and their celling Castro an
agent of capitalism, Pudblicly it may seem like we take no exception or we
do not object to their line, iig have made no criticism in public. The
lesson should be 2 rule for revolutionary leaders: do not demand from others
wvhat you are not prepared to do yourself,

On the points mentioned above the truth did not fare so well, either
in whole or in part., But truth becomes an even greater casualty in the dis-
cussion on how imperialism ie to be disarmed. The Militant erticles maintain
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(the PC draft resolution repeats) that the Chinese "imply that the achieve-
ment of military preponderance by the 'socialist camp' plus the 'people's
revolutionary struggle,! can pull the teeth of imperialism,® We are told
that: "This line of reasoning leaves out of account the paramount factor
in the world situation: the class relations in the imperialist stronghold.”

These conjectures are simply not true —— not a single one of them.
In fact, they are a gross distortion, but to get at the truth let the
Chinese speak for themselves.

In the Peking declaration published in The 1'ilitant the Chinese
leaders say about Togliatti end Co., "In the place of international class
struggle Sy advocate international class collaboration.” Yoting that
"according to their theory...there is no need for present-day ltaly to have
& proletarian revolution® the Chinese insist: "Communists must not in the
8lightest degree relax their preparations for revolution, They must be
prepared to repel the assaults of counter-revolution and to overthrow the
bourgeoisie by armed force at the critical Juncture of the revolution when
the proletariet is seizing state power and the bourgeoisie resorts to
arned force to suppress the revolution,?

In & more comprehensive document not published in The !ilitant, the
Chinese point to developments in the present epoch in which "the mighty
working class of Europe and imerica is experiencing a new awakening.® For
the benefit of Togliatti and Co. they stress the necessity to understand
the contradlctions "between the imperialist powers and the oppressed
nations, end between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat and other working
people 1n each imperialist country, in order to chart the right course for
the proletariat in their own country,?

The dielectical relatione between the Soviet world, the colonial
revolution and the tasks of the workers in the capitalist nations are ex-
Plained in the same document as follows: "The firmer the unity of the
soclalist camp the more vigorous the strugzle of the proletariat and the
oppressed people in the capitallist countries, then the greater the possi~
bility..sof preventing a new world war and preserving world peace."

Beferring to the fights for liberation in Asia, Africa and Latin
America, the Chinese declare: "This struggle renders most vitel support to
the struggle of the working class in Western Furope and North America."
Lenin's stress on "the great significance of the unity between the prole-
tariat in the capitalist countries and the oppressed nations for the
victory of the proletarian revolution® is recalled. ~nd the Chinese add to
thie: "The proletariat has very many allies in the anti-imperialist
struggle in these regions. Therefore, in order to lead the strugsle step
by step to victory and to guarantee victory in each struggle, the prole-
tari:t and its vanguard in the countries of these regions rust march in the
vane

To make sure that these basic principles are clearly comprehended the
Chinese party leaders sum up thelr message in these words: "The proletariat
in the capitalist countries in Zurope and America, too, must stand in the
forefront of those supporting the revolutionary strugsles of the oppressed
nations and the people of Asia, Africa and lLatin America, In fact, such
support simultaneously helps the cause of the emencipation of the prole-
tariat in Burope and America. Without support from the revolutionary
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stragsles of the oppressed nations and the people of Aaslae, Africa and
Latin America, 1t will be impossible for the proletariat and the people of
capitalist Purope and America to free themselves from the calamities of
capitalist oppression and of the menace of imperialist war. Therefore, the
proletarian parties of the metropoliten imperialist countries are duty
bound to heed the voice of the revolutionary people in these regions,
study their experience, respect their revolutionary feelings, and support
their revolutionary strugsles.®

These quotations are sufficient refutation of the charges made in the
Militant articles and the P,C, draft resolution, The Chinese certeinly do
take fully into account the. class relations in the imperizalist strongholds;
they heve portrayed correctly the interrelations between the strugzle of
the people in the colonial world and those of the proletariat in cepitalist
countries. From the latter they demand full support to colonial revolutions
end explain that these will, in turn, become an indispensable aid to the
working class strugzle in the imperialist strongholds. Implicitly and ex-
Plicitly, in words and deeds, they have demonstrated their aim to extend
the socialist revolution to the advanced capitalist countries. With this
the Chinese party leaders verify their often stated acceptance of the
theory of permanent (or uninterrupted) revolution as 2 guide to action.
With this also, the revolutionary position of the Chinese Communist Party
in its dispute with the opportunist outlook and practices of the Kremlin
is clearly and distinctly marked out,

Upon us, who have the duty of educating the coming generation of
revolutionaries in the most powerful imperialist stronghold, this imposes
a serious responsidbility. In the first place we need to discard the deep
seated prejudices which have inspired the distortions about the Chinese —-
their revolution and their present position, Those well worn prejudices are
the most unreliable type of political guide. In their place we should
offer our active collaboretion with the Chinese in the efforts to extend
the socialist revolution to the capitalist world., But, alas, instead of
accepting this duty we continue as mere critical commentators.

The 'ilitant articles declare: ®:'ost reprechensible is the refusal of
the Chinese to fevor the de-Staliniszation moves tzken in the Soviet
bloc since 1956, " what is reelly meant by this? Is it based on the fact that
the Chinese have quoted Stalin approvingly, or that Stelin's pieture has
been displayed in demonstrations? For serious revolutionists this could
bardly be an adequate criterion, The real situation is that the Chinese
~with the nighty voice of & great and powerful revolution, challenge the
Kremlin and all its puppet CP leaders on the basic pillars of Stalin's
policies, That challenge is carried into the field of action in relation to
revolutionary developments everywhere. And not less important, that mighty
voice rings out in constant defiance of imperielist domination., We should
greet this as an abundant source of new inspiration; it is in harmony with
our own best efforts. But we don'’t. Instead our attitude in illogically
derisive and hostile a8 toward a dangerous rival.

Though it is not 80 long ago that our press publicly labelled the
Peking regime as Stalinist, that does not occur in the PC draft resolution
on the Sino-Soviet dispute. While this can be noted as progress, another
look shows the draft resolution characterizing China as %a deformed workers
state where the revolution is s#fll vital and vigorous." What kind of



-9-

Jebberwocky is this? Here 1t is admitted that the revolution is still
vital and vigorous; and yet, we are committed to 2 shamefaced agnostic
disbelief in its power to prevent & defomity 14 years after its initial
victory., With such nonsense we are not going to get very close to "the
CP dissidents favorinz the Chinese views."

In the draft resolution the dispute is said to be "between two
bureencratic formations, both of Stalinist schooling.® For the Chinese
such alleged schooling would present a strange relationship between
teacher and pupils., Stalin consistently recogniszed and supported Chlang
Kal-shek as the legitimate ruler of China; the CCP consistently carried
on civil war egainst Chiang. This wes interrupted during the war of 1937
to 1945 to repel the Japanese imperialist invasion of China = an action
that assumed the character of a war of national liberation. To repel this
invasion the CCP made a united front with Chiang, Both in theory end
practice this united front remained as originally conceived by Lenin and
the Bolsheviks, who initiated it, a2 contimation of the struggle by other
means., After the Japamgoe defeat the CCP carried on the struggle for power
egeinst Chiang throuzh the victorious civil war in defiance of Stalin's
policy of support to Chiang, This is the reality ¢f that ruch misinter-
preted relationship,

But is it true that the Chinese Leaders fail to examine the historical
roots of the Kremlin position which leads back to Stalin and Stalinism,
This failure arises out of their false evaluation of the historical role
of Trotsky's struggle ageinst the Stelinist degeneration, Our task in
setting this historical record straight is both obvious and essentials But
this cannot obviate in the sligzhtest degree our duty to the prodlems of
the living historical process todky. These are far more immediate, far more
direct, and far more pressing, Only hide-bound sectarians will ignore them,

On this question one ''ilitant editorial (April 15) acknowledges the
Peking-lioscow dispute to be a reflection "of the crisis of the world
workers'! movement,® Very true. But the editorial draws no other conclusion
then to say: "It is difficult at this stage of the developing discussion
to see on what terms lioscow and Peking can reach a durable reconciliation,"

This one can read any day in the capitalist press -- can that possibly
express our position or our interest in the matter? On the contrary, I
think our aim must be victory for the revolutionary nrinciples involved in
the dispute; and to that end we should be active participants. There need be
no doubt that this dispute will go on to its logical conclusion of a
revolutionary reorientation., Just as surely, this will result also in
world wilde regroupment in a living revolutionary movement on 2 mass scale,
with the possibility of restoration of a genuine Communist International,.

. Under no conditions eantMe be drushed aside as a remote question.

‘he leftward movement is already a fact in various parts of the world.
8igns of controversy, and in some cases open division, have eppeared in a
number of CPs formally on Moscow!'s side both in Europe and Latin America.
In broad terms Peking and Havana speak the same language and defend identi-
cal programs., Among young corrmnists in Furope and Latin America the ideol~
ogical principles enunclated by Peking are reported to have special attrac—
tion, This last point recalls to me the greet debates, divisione and splits
in the Socialist parties arising out of the Russian revolution and the
formation of the Comintern, The young Socialists, pretty well everywhere,
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I among them, guickly entered to take part in this nevw development.

Trotskyists have always been alert even to rmch more modest leftward
developments, Comrades will remember the "French Turn® initiated by
Trotsky in 1934, The victory of Hitler's storm troopers in Germany had
stimlated the rise of fascist elements in France. 48 a result pronounced
leftward tendencies appeared in the French Socialist Party. Trotsky sounded
the tocsin: he proposed that ocur section there should enter the soclallst
Party to aid the leftward development. Arguing for this position Trotsky
warned the comrades in ®"appraising the soclalist party,® not to "operate
vwith the ready-made formulas of yesterdaye" Let us be mindful of this today.

Trotsky did not conceive of the Fourth International being bBuilt
exclusively of Trotskylsts. To emphasize this view he urged that Chen Tu-
hsiu be invited to the founding conference even though we then kad serious
differences with Chen Tu~hsiu,

Here in the United States, shortly after we had fused with the Muste
group, certain leftward tendencies developed in the Socialist Party. Ve
did not hesitate in 1936 to take the necessary steps to 2id this develop~
ment, ‘e made a "French Turn® here and entered the Socialist Party: we even
gave up our press to make entry possible. The inevitable separation follow-
ed later, but we have since remained convinced that our movement gained
from this actions

These experiences have become an important part of our tradition.
Small as our forces werey we have never been satisfied sitting on the side~
lines as mere commentators failing to see the real significance of revolu-
tionary opportunities and falling to partake in thems The present develop-
ments arising out of the Peking-iloscow dispute are meny times greater than
the examples cited from our history; they are immensely more important;
they hold out promise of a virtual revolutionary renaissance. They present
to us a clear mendate. We camnot enter into membership, but we can and must
become active participants in these profound developments, The first
requirement, however, is to take our stand on the revolutionary side of
the Chinese == in criticel support, of courses, Not to become liaoists but
to participate with our Trotskyist principles as our guide.

May 11, 1963
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THE CHINESE REVOLUTION AND FUTURE OF TROTSKYISM

A Criticism of the 1963 Draft Resolution

by James E, Boulton

"No one will lead it, end no one will guide it, but Bolshevik-.
Leninists® - L, Trotsky, Tenth Anniversary Speech

I. Two Resolutions -~ A Methodological Distinction

THE DIABOLICAL isolation of the Trotskyist parties from the internal
development and practicel life of the Chinese Revolution is the very root
cause of the protracted paralysis in the SWP over the past decade, Even
as the October Revolution supplied the impulse and experience for a re-
construction of the international workers' movement on incomparably deep-
er theoretical foundetions -~ so does the Chinese Revolution now provide
the dynemic force for re-alignment of all revolutionary parties and a new
theoretical endowment, At the very heart of the raging civil war between
Moscow and Peking is the program of Marxist internationalism,

It is precisely this isolation, both theoretically and practically,
of the Trotskyists from the gigentic revolution in Asia that reduced the
deep-sounding Regroupment Policy of 1957 to the booming of a hollow drum,
It was not solidarity with the living revolution that motiveted the "long
march® of 1957-58, but a search for disillusioned middle-class radicals
in the Stslinist cesspools of despair,

In the midst of the civil war thaet has erupted between the massive
camp of Maoism and the refurbished enti-bomb Menshevik cawp of Khrushchev,
the authors of a Political Committee declaration of the SWP call for
*building new revolutionary Merxist mass parties capable of leading the
working)class." (On Reunification of the World Trotskyist Movement -
Pars, 3

This same ststement implements the fiction of a Mtremendous victory
in China which chenged the relstionship of class forces on an internationsal
scale® without the decisive role of a revolutionary Marxist vanguard partyl
If the Maoist Perty has failed to earn our Good Housekeeping stamp of ap-
proval, we must seek for the origin of the Chinese Revolution outside of
the reciprocal relations between party and classl

We have turned history upside down in a menage of theoretical gym-
nastics: We have propelled the Chinese Revolution by external forces, by
the decisive role of American imperislism; we have invested the theory of
permanent revolution with autometism; end we have put the class at the
head of the leadershipl This is the formula for isolation,

Between the formal description of arbitrarily selected historical
realities, as terminal products, end thst method which cognates the liv-
ing revolution in terms of its unity, as process, lies the gulf thst sep-
arates two Party resolutions on the question of China,
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The Draft Resolution of the FC on ®The Sino-Soviet Dispute® is sum-
merized most succinctly by Kyra Weiss:

"It (the Revolution) was made by Mac Tse-tung end his rotten bureau-
cratic Communist Party of China, They made a revolution and , ¢« « « « o«
This was a great event? (Int, Bul, Vol, 23, No. 6, p. 52)

It 1s this generous view of the potentialities of Stalinism, flow-
ing from the terminal fact of a mighty workers' stete in China, that
abandons the dialectic comprehension of revolutionary events in the re-
ciprocal relstionship between the objective and subjective factors in
history.

The Draft Resolution submitted by Arne Swabeck and John Liang - "The
Chinese Revolution - Its Character end Development" - (Vol. 23, No. 2)
is initially summarized in 8ection IV: fA revolution is a process, not
ean event," An entire history of Perty leadership is described in the
mobilizstion of a revolutionary class through to the fulfillment of its
strategic task in the armed insurrectionary act and the establishment of
stete power in civil war,

Any attempt to construct the Chinese Revolution in terms of the ac-
tion of external events upon the Chinese CP to invest it with e revolu-
tionary function in conflict with its genetic characteristics destroys
the unity of the revolutionery process, i,e, the decisive and indispens-
able role of the Marxist leadership party. The duslistic view of events,
i,e, idealism, which conceives of development as the action of external
forces in place of internal contresdiction, is the distinguishing festure
of all mechanistic thought.,  And "the mechanistic materislism is essen-
tiallg the methodology of the right deviation,® (L, Trotsky - Learn To
Think

It is this method which, embodied in the Resolution of 1955, divorced
the reality of a workers' stete in China from the Party of Revolution,
From this point on ™the cultursl crisis of mankind hed ceased to be the
crisis of the leadership of the working-class." The resolution surren-
dered to historical automatism,

The ineviteble result of such methodolozicel absndonment is the re-
duction of Trotskyist perties to liquidationist tendencies, to absten-
tionism, to literary sslons arrogating the function of retainers for the
%Good Housekeeping®" stemp of approval,

Disorientation would eventually give rise to a Shane Mage, even as
it repidly absorbed Bert Cochran in a tail-endist Menshevik formula for
liquidationism, Shane demends of the Cuben Revolution (which, moreover,
must be distinguished in its process of development from the Chinese Rev-
olution) precisely what the PC authors demand of the latter., With the
logical consistency of formal thought, Shane denies in turn the existence
of a definitive revolutionary party in Cuba, the formation of a workers'
state in Cuba, the Revolution itself, and the internal conditions for the
further advance of Cuban socialism, And he manages tinis without refer-
ence to the impossibility of building socialism on one island,
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Equipped with the formula for denying the unity of the world revolu-
tionary process, Shsne proceeds to deny the alteration of world relations
in favor of proletarian socialist revolution, And he is only a step be-
hind Arnold Pedersen, Besides the imperialist sector of world economies
there now exist "Stalinist States,® For Jemes Burnham in 1940 the task
was much more difficult: It wss necessary to erase the revolution in
order to equate the buresucratic workers' stetes to the capitalist social
structures in the period of fascist counter-revolutionary dictatorships.
We were trested to an experiment with managerial revolutions and mana-
gerial societies,

II. The DeLeonist l}odel Plus October !

The Sociaslist Industrial Union of Daniel De Leon, formelly conse-
crated and divested of all revolutionary usefullness by Arnold Federsen
& Co, (literally, proprietors for the Dietzgen Co, patents) of the Soc-
ialist Labor Party, remains the model for transition to modern socialist
societies, The arbitrary election of the maximum conditions for its emer-
gence upon the terrain of sdvenced industrial capitslist societies de-
prived, for this school of formalists, the October Revolution of its his-
toric raison d' etre, The concrete revolution, and its form in the in-
vestment of soviet state power by the Bolshevik Party, is torn from the
world revolutionery process, Yet De Leon's heirs will not be the last to
concoct history in an abstractionist's hothouse,

But is this not the method of the PC authors? What is the essential
function of Pedersen's deformed De Leonisr if not the construction of
arbitrary criterion for the trensition to socialist societies? And it
offers s seductive trap for that social strata divorced from the life-
realities for the proletaerians of the West and for the transformed peas-
ents of Chins,

The Scocialist Industriel Union has the unique virtue of guarantee-
ing the democratic administrestion of things in that brief transitional
society for which it is et once the Party of Revolution, the indispensable
form for conclusive cless action, and the form of state power, As an
idealist abstraction it is sn incomparable brake upon revclutionary thought
and action, But alas, even the Havana FPines take their own Castroist
shede of green,

The Chinese Revolution left no other road open to those ™Marxists®
who enforce a model, cut from the whole cloth of October, upon the fur-
ther course of world proleterien revolution, In accordsnce with this
schema the Chinese Bolsheviks are divested of their historic role as revo-
lutionists 15 years after the conquest of state power, They have failed
to meet the specifications for a model "Trotskyist" party of trensition
to socialism end the formetion of a workers'! state, Therewith an entire
book is sesled,

What remains? The counter-revolutionary psrty with a built-in revo-
lutionary role, guided by the mssses under conditions described in the
automatic collapse of imperialism, and - of course — "Stslinist States,®
Well, where do workers' states originste in the epoch of modern social-
ist revolutions? Are they "born" along the automatic roed of the
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mechanists (now chiefly Khrushchevists) or do they reside in the unity

of the objective laws of social development end their reciprocal rela-
tions with the subjective factor in history, i,e. the vanguard Perty of
Marxism, Already, on the Eve of October, the experience of the Trotsky-
ist Internetionslists demonstreted the indispensability of a correct class
orientation, vested in the Bolshevik Party of Lenin,

Are these "workers' states," which we have come by, the product of
the world revolutionary process and the evolution of proletarian parties;
or are these only conditionally "workers' states," by virtue of assign-
ment of socialist revolutions to the maximum conditions for democratic
societies upon the terrain of European-American industrial capitalism,
where a protracted indulgence in parliamentaery institutions is sporadic-
ally cancelled by the bourgeoisie and its petty-bourgeois sllies in the
workers' movement?

Was it possible to describe the emergence of workers' states along
the road of automatic collapse in the backward half, sey Russia and China,
i.e, the imperialist dependencies; while excluding this theoretical and
practical impossibility in the industrial bastions of parliementary cap-
italism?

It is worth noting, azein, Trotsky's discussion of this facet to the
question of reform or revolution in "The Only Road," put out by Pioneer
Publishers in 1933 for the Communist League of Americal

*The Bernsteinians outlined two perspectives: one, unresl, slleg-
edly orthodox-*Marxian®, according to which, in the long run, under the
influence of the internal antagzonisms of capitalism its mechenical col-
lapse was supposed to teke place; and a second, "reslistic®, according
to which a graduel evolution from cepitalism to socialism wes to be ac-
complished, Antitheticel as these two schemas may be at first glance,
they are nevertheless united by a common trait: the absence of the revo-
lutionary factor, (My emphesis - J.E,B.) While they disavowed the cari-
cature of the automatic collapse of capitalism, sttributed to them, the
Marxists demonstroted thst under the influence of the sharpening class
struggle, the proletarist would csrry through the revolutions much sooner
than the objective contradictions of capitalism could leed to its auto-
matic collepse,®

"This dispute wes carried on as long ago as the end of the past
century, It must however be acknowledged that the capitalist reslity
since the war, approached, in a certain respect, much closer to the Bern-
steinian caricature of lMarxism then anyone might ever have assumed,
(egein my emphesis - J .E,B.) above ell - the revisionists themselves:
for they had only portrayed the spectre of the collapse In order to bring
out its unreslity., Nevertheless, capitalism proves in actuality to be
closer to sutomatic decay the more delsyed is the revolutionery inter-
vention of the proletsriat in the destiny of society,"

"Of course, one may spezk only conditionally of a realization of
the revisionist caricature of Merxism, applicable to a definite histori-
cal period, The wey out of decayinz cspitalism, however, will be found,
even if after a grest delay, not upon the rosd of the automatic collapse
but upon the revolutionary roed."
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®But socialist transformetions, the speedy as well as the slow, are
possible only if et the summits of society stends s cless interested in
socialism, snd at the hesd of this class a party which does not dupe the
exploited, and which is always resdy to suppress the resistance of the
exploiters, We must explein to the workers thet precisely in that con-
sists the regime of the dictetorship of the proletsriat," (IThe Road to
Socielism, pp ({-80)

In whet does the rezime of the dictstorship of the proletariat con-
sist in Chine, since 19497 Did the sutomstic collapse of inperialism in
Chine deposit the counter-revolutionery monster in the lsp of society -
only to afford the Maoists with a sinister insight into the progrsmmatic
essentisls of Merxism with which to conduct their ®bureaucretic dispute®
with Moscow? This is e cericature of history and we cennot live with itl

The methodological sbsndonment on the Chinese question not only
deprives Trotskyism of historical confirmation for its essential prog-
nosis; it favors the imminent isolation of vslusble liarxist cadres from
the dynemic struggle unfolding within the international workers' move-
ment, It poses the dsnger of sterility and death,

No mere expedient, nor even s conditionally correct orientation upon
the especial terrsin of Americen cspitelist politics, can suffice for long
in the face of theoretical anarchy end uninterrupted division and splits
within our world movement, can absolve Leninist-Trotskyists of their in-
dispenssble duty ss internstionalists to elsborste a methodologicslly
consistent apprecistion of the Chinese Revolution snd the tesks it poses,
Short of this, one might still wind-up with an American model, the Soci-
alist Industrial Union with its inestimable superiority over the orgenic
model of October, in enticipstion of the day of esutomatic collapsel

III. Trotskyism snd Kmoism on the Nuclesr Danger

Speek of the devil and beholdl The cspitulstion to mechanistic
theory on the origin of the Chinese communes and workers' ststes finds
a corplementary expression in the adaptation of the P,C. suthors to Khrush-
chevism on the nuclear denger, For at the very heert of the party civil
war is the Stelinist credit to the Chinese thst they are not pacifists,
The P,C., suthors of the SWP Draft Resolution merely express alarm that
the Maoists underrate the "bomb,? Presumably "the bomb® has some exist-
ence apart from the class-struggle, The following statement is frankly
put forward on psge 9 of the F,C. Draft:

"NEVERTHELESS, the Chinese ststements consistently underrate the
frightful costs of nuclear war and do not adequately take into account
the changes (111?) introduced by the unprecedented destructive power of
the new wespons. The grim fact is thst nuclesr war would be the greatest
of all defeats suffered by the working people, even if humgnity should
somehow survive its terrible effects,"

What purpose cen such pacifist bogeys serve spesrt from frightening
the oppressed clesses? How deficient is the Chinese Marxist perspective
on this crucial question? This weed in the garden of every dispute be-
tween the revisionists and revolutionists is ss perennisl as geraniums
in Southern Californis,
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Once again Trotsky summed-up this metter in "The Only Road": "The
reformists sought for a long time to shift the responsibility for the pres-
ent state of society upon the shoulders of war, But in the first place,
the war did not create the destructive tendencies of capitalism, but only
brought them to the surfece and accelerated them; secondly, the war would
have been unable %o accomplish its work of destruction without the politi-
cal support of reformism; thirdly, the hopeless contradictions of capital-
ism are preparing new wars from various sides, Reformism will be unable
to shift the historical responsibility from itself, By peralyzing and
curbing the revolutionary energy of the proletarist, the international
social democracy invests the process of the capitalist collapse with the
blindest, unruliest, most catastrophic end bloodiest forms," (iy empha-
sis - J,E,B,)

Novwhere has the Maoist leadership demonstreted greater clarity and
understending than in its rejoinder to the Kremlin's demagogy on the nu-
. clear danger:

"In the eyes of modern revisionists, any revolution and any action
that supports revolutions runs counter to the "logic of survivel®, now
that atomic and nuclesr weepons exist, In fact what they call the "logic
of survival® is the logic of slaves, s logic that would parelyze the revo-
lutionery will of the people of all countries, . . . The Marxist-Leninists
sre firmly against this slave logic and maintesins that the people should
emancipate themselves, This is a law of social development which no one
cen resist," (Leninism and lodern Revisionism, RED FLAG, No, 1, 1963)

This entire section from Red Flag would necessarily be incorporated
into a serious Trotskyist resolution on ®War end the Nuclear Danger,*
despite the display of Stalin's ugly face at the May Day celebrations in
Peking, The problem is not one of burying Stalin's face, however edify-
ing, but of burying Stelin's revisionism and pacifism, And we search in
vain in the literature of Peking for support in the theoretical heritage
of Stalin,

Sharing the discomfort of Khrushchev, the authors of the P.,C. Draft,
and the passionste libersls of the West over the "frightful costs® of a
nuclear defeat for humenity, are the more perceptive bourgeois thinkers
and journelists, They are stecking their chips on the politics of "peace~
ful co-existence,?

Edward Crankshaw for Atlantic Monthly, Mey, 1963, interprets the
*Split Between Russia and China", with a studied dose of slander against
the Chinese, describing their friends at the loscow Conference of 1960
in favor of ®"violence®™ while Khrushchev and his Swedish-Italian allies
favor "peace," Crankshew puts down a big stack for the Menshevik orien~
tetion of Khrushchev whom he finds *in a thoroughly heretical and experi-
mentsl stete of mind." And it is charscteristic of all those given to a
"thoroughly hereticel and experimental stste of mind® that they research
the gerbage heaps of history, only to come up with a chemically treated
compost, What flowers would it fertilize?

"It meent thet the Communist parties of Italy and Sweden had embraced,
with Khrushchev's approvel and in face of the wrathful scorn of the
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Chinese, the great anti-Bolshevik heresy, reformism, Reformism means
working directly end immediately for the amelioration of the poor, the
downtrodden, the underprivileged (sicl) even if this involves coopera-
ting intimately and indefinitely with the bourgeois, It means putting
social reform first and doctrine a bed second., It mesns turning one's
back on the class~struggle eand working for class cooperstion, leasding to
class fusion, Bolshevism, Leninism, Stelinism (sicl) mean the reverse of
this; they mean working to exascerbate the relations between capital and
lebor, to reach the better through the worse, so that one day the workers,
in desparstion, will rise up end over~throw their mesters by violent
meens, , , . The Chinese thus ere better Bolsheviks than the Italiens

and the Khrushchevite Russiens,"

It meens the entire methodological and strstezical work demarcating
the Marxists from the counter-revolutionary revisionists, Does Menshe-
vism without a bomb (and Khrushchev could have a secret cache) alter or
modify the essentially counter-revolutionary character of the Soviet re-
gime? Does it not become the more dangerous for its demagogic turn to the
West on the nuclear danger? Does lLeoist class-struggle internationalism
become more anti-Trotskyist by pareding a portrait of Stalin? Cen Marx-
ists afford to appraise the content of a stretegical line with the emo-
tional parsphanelia of past battle-wounds?

IV, A Counter Revolutionary Farty With a Civil War Line

The suthors of the FC Dreft on the "Sino-Soviet Dispute® have not as
yet edvenced the proposition thet the Chinese masses might "push® the
Kremlin epigones into carrying out a revolutionary line of action; but
even as day and night are reduced to a mere matter of time from the vant-
age point of empty space, it follows inexorably from the concept of a
revolution without & revolutionsry lesdership, In any event the Chinese
CP will be deprived of its Bolshevik role in intensifying the internal
sntagonisms within the Soviet buresucrecy and between the Perty and class,
The *dispute® evidently arises in en historicsl vacuum filled in by the
Chinese bureeucrsts, Stslinists st heart, with needs separate from those
of the Kremlin, if the construction of the FC Draft mesns anything., All
of this leeds to the exercise of an option by the less than astute iieo-
ists whose "Stalinist practices at home not only offends powerful pro-
gressive currents (? Crenkshaw agsin? - J.E,B,) in the Soviet bloc but
runs counter to its own conduct in the dispute with Moscow.® So they
spite themselves with a line that Pcomes closer to correct Leninist posi-
tions" and, if you please, demned close to Trotskyist internationalism,
But it is all a ruse in the buresucrstic game,

Recording the unavoidably clear fact on page 8 thet the "Chinese
Communists have thereby moved closer to correct Leninist positions on
these points, , . it must be noted that on a number of crucial questions
the Chinese CP has far from cast-off its bureasucratic charscter and Stal-
inist heritage either in its prineciples or practices", declare the FC
authors,

And in brief, 15 years after the conquest of power by revolutionary
means, the "Chinese CP has far from cast off its bureaucrstic character
end Stslinist, etcetera.,®™ What moves it “closer to correct Leninist posi-
tions"? Trotskyists heve always attributed a revolutionary, or even near
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revolutionary line, to a Party whose social composition schools the lead-
ership in revolutionary duty to its cless, Is it possible to strike down
this gigentic struggle by charascterizing it as a bureaucretic exigency?
How did they come by the Revolution anyway? Was the strastegy of execut-
ing the bourgeois~democratic tasks or revolution before entering the pure-
ly proleterian socialist stage of revolution dictated by expediency? Can
modern revolutions develop along the road of expediency? Fretty shaky

for 2 land maess embracing 700 million head, not to mention the Asiatic
sub-continent,

Clearly the Draft Resolution seeks to circumvent the origin of the
fundsmental entegonisms in the "dispute" (sicl) thet derive exclusively
from the Chinese Revolution and the incompetibility of its re:jime with the
bonapartist function of the Kremlin burecaucracy., Moreover, the FC Draft
now seeks to ratify and solidify 15 years of tail-endism on the Chinese
Question,

The hesty harvest of the "Hundred Flowers® in bloom by the kaoist
command constitutes the base ¢riterion for the FC Dreft, 4And this for a
revolution in a hungry lsnd hemmed in by the Kremlin on one end and imper-
ialism on the other, The Trotskyists will do well to join the Revolution
as friends to bury the Keoist hetchet in the Kremlin's head,

Point by point the resolution is designed to certify the crystselliza-
tion of a Stelinist Farty in a Stelinist Regime in the ssddle of a bureau-
cratically deformed workers' state. ithence the Revolution and along what
road? Has Shene Mage described anything less for the Cuban party, state,
snd regime?

The eruption of CIVIL WAR in whet hes been cslled a "dispute® between
the state parties of world socialism goes fer beyond s mere M"manifestation
of the desth agony of Stelinism,® It demends recognition as e definitive
confirmetion of all essential Trotskyist prognosis for a recrudescence of
proletsrien revolutions and socielist transformations in the intensified
crisis of imperialism and Stelinism during the Second World War,

In that grudging acknowledgement on psge 13 of the PC Draft, it is
allowed thet the shipment of wer plenes to India at war with China is
"tantsmount to supporting cepitelist Indis sgeinst Communist China," And
in this way we arrive at a very subtle Ydispute,"

In apperent surprise, the Draft records that "Peking correctly char-
acterized this conduct as a betrayal of proleterien internstionalism,®
Nothing less! "It was the first time thet the Soviet rulers allied them-
selves with a bourgeois regime against a workers'' state,® (What would be
the content of the Nezi-~Soviet Fact of 19397 For it is only a question
of method - which is identicall) With this the authors of the Draft move
on in journalistic fashion to the Carribesn crisis, only to misunderstand
the Kremlin's standby purposes there,

In these events we are confronted by nothing less than the deepening
on an international scale of the civil war engaged in by the Chinese Com-
munist workers and leaders in their own defense ageinst the counter-revo-
lutionary heirs of Stalin, And still they make obeisances to Stalin. 4&h,
80
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Not even the reduction of the Kremlin buresucracy by the armed power
of the Chinese working-class would sstisfy the Party specialists on Far
Easstern Affairs that at least one essentiel of Trotskyist programmatic
history had found fulfillment in life: +the demand for the armed over-
throw of the rounter-revolutionary Kremlin bureaucrecyl! koreover there
is a *muclear denger® in such an undertsking, now, If the execution of
this task by cthers than ourselves fgils to qualify in accordance with
the rigorous specifications of the FC euthors, perhaps we will be compelled
to recognize that the shroud caennot be cut out of the whole cloth - even
though history be, Still, it is unquestionably true to say thet we must
not spcculats on the final shape of the civil war, except to observe that
the Chinese have a political line end the Kremlin has a "bomb,*

Entrapped in their own fetishism the FC authors refer to Feking's
dallisnce in the Albanian Stslinist principality of 600,000 workers, peas-
ants, and buresucrats, This romance has not deceived the more cagey bour-
geois analysts and gosslip-column journelists who evince marked discomfort
over the techical brilliance of the Peking Karxist~Leninists,, It was not
a literery <ahoaign that brought the Chinese Red Armies to a climactic
victory over Chieng’s imperialist constebulery in 1948-49, Nor did the
skirmish over the Himalsysn reasl-estate serve any other useful purpose
than to expose the thoroughly reactionsry character of the bourgeois or=-

iented compredors in the Kremlin,

Once again, the statement on page 12, Sec, 5, of the FC Draft reveals
the sine quo non of all "Trotskyist" departures from Marxist method on the
question of the Chinese CF: "Their refusel (1) to abandon Stelinist prac-
tices et home not only offends powerful progressive currents in the Soviet
bloc but runs counter to its own conduct in the dispute with Moscow,"

It reduces a civil war to a buresucratic dispute, and is the inevitable
outcome for that construction or nistory which cen attribute a gigantic
revolution tc a counter-revolutiorury gsng of burezucrats entrspped by
their built-in revolutionery tanks. Unfolding before our eyes - and de-
manding battle~stetions for gll Trotskyist parties the world over, either
within or against the regionsl Communist Parties depending upon their his-
tory and composition, is a struggle thst has all the features of civil
war, including the diplomatic engegements on May Day,

What kind of "dispute® is that which is invested by the withdrawal
of economic aid end 10,000 Soviet technicians from the young revolution
on the vast expense of China to bolster the Kremlin's services to the co-
lonial bourgeoisie of India ond Egypt? It is economic sabotage of the
Chinese Communes and the revolutionsry toilers of China, It is our shame
that in the Trotskyist movement comrasdes cen join the bourgeois leaders
end publicists in elation over sgricultural failures in China - and over
a temporery set-back for the Great Leap Forward,

The root cause of Trotskyist isolation from the armed struggle a-
gainst the Soviet bureaucracy is repeated agsin on Fege 14 of the Draft:
"The root causes of the Sino-Soviet dispute (my emphasis - J.E.B.) are to
be found in the very different national and international situstions of
two workers' stotes which give rise to conflicting interests, aims, and
policies of its ruling strete,® Comrades of the Majority, what is the
class content of this "dispute® and where does it originate?
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"Mao and his colleagues?, (p. 14) are not only at the "heed of an
independent and powerful stste of 700 million"; as a matter of history
the Maoists orzenized and led the revolutionsry classes in this society
of 700 million through a victorious socialist revolution, Where have you
been? Not only do Meo and his colleagues "feel on a par with the Soviet
leaders but superior to them", they ARE superior to them and have embarked
upon a course simed at destroying them, without inviting the intervention
of the world bourgeoisie. In this lies the revolutionary essence of their
position for unity of "the socialist Camp" and of their "pro-Stalinism,®
Trotsky could make a bloc with Stalin, too - but with Bukherin, neverl

It is the elementary duty of the PC authors to meke a distinction
between content and form in this "dispute®, between tactical obeisances
and the hard line of action, But first the PC would have to understand
that we are enzaged in a civil war, joining the revolutionary forces of
the world proletariet against the Kremlin buresucracy., The continued
failure to understsnd the Marxist-Leninist character of the CCP, and es-
pecially in relstion to its profound position on the ®nuclear teeth of
imperialism®, end to define the revolutionsry-democrstic character of the
Chinese regime can only spell dissster for the Parties of the Fourth,

Now it will be impossible to exemine the FC Draft in all of its dim
awareness, point by point; simply becsuse its point of departure is all
wrong. And just becsuse the method for s construction of its first prem-
ise was all wrong; it is incapsble of describing the politicsl expression
of a living revolutisn - snd the essential Trotskyist content in the Chin-
ese war against the counter-revoiution on two major fronts, It is impos—
sible to fina a single psrsgraph in which the FC authors get out of the
muddle and into the huddle for a call on the next play in the world revo-
lution, It is the task of lisrxists to anticipaste revolutionary events,
to participate in their unfolding,

In addition it must be said of the Albsriians thet it will be a posi-
tive delight to hear that mouse squeal, trapped in the paws of the Tibet-
an tiger, And sgain for the Yugoslavs, who have cut their own European
path of concessions to the Kremlin and to imperialism in every sphere,
economic, social, and political, there can be no bourgeois-pacifist neu-
trality in the revolutionary war against all vestiges of world capitalism,
Thet is the meaning of the Communes and of the "Dispute,®

V. A History of Psrty Paralysis on the Chinese Question

The paralysis engulfing the SWP, its mejority leadership end co-
thinkers sbroad, expresses its endemic quality in the chronic disorien-
tation of leeding cadres from 1947 onward in relation to the emerging
Asiatic revolutions, By 1947 the impesse of world imperialism in World
War II had erupted into e succession of social revolutions on the Euro-
pean and Asiatic continents,

By 1947 A, Goldmen, F, Morrow, and their co-thinkers abrosd had com-
pleted their episodic pastursze in the world Marxist politicsl arena by
describing the postponement of proleterisn revolutions for an indefinite
period of history, By 1947 the Yugoslav partisans had cracked tne Stalin-
ist monolith in vietorious civil war ezsinst the imperialist allies of the
Kremlin, By 1947, the Chinese Communists at the head of a nstion had
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clearly demarked a stretegic path for the victory of proletarian revolu-
tion in China,

By 1948 leading cadres of the Fourth Internstional were struck down
before the swesome social trensformations sweeping Eastern Europe and the
Asistic continent - even as the profound prognosis of Trotsky found ful-
fillment in life, There began a succession of shocks thet cut down the
world sphere of imperialist exploitation and the world sphere of Stalin-
ist ideologicel betrsyasl and counter-revolution, For the Trotskyist per-
ties, each event failed to meet the test of exclusive empirical criteris,
and above sll, the ultimatum requiring a formsl breek and heasd-on colli-~
sion with the Stalinist bureaucracy ss the starting point for any serious
revolutionsry effair - if only to sstisfy us with guarenteed credentials,
The dual character of Communist parties in the Stalinist ere was brutelly
ignored,

Fifteen years after the gigantic offensive over the Yangtze flood
we are faced with the task of finding a proleterian revolution in China
for want of adequaete tools with which to describe a revolutionary leader-
ship in process of formation, And even today some comrades are disturbed
thet Fidel Castro has mede his inescapsble, if temporary, economic depen-
dency upon the Kremlin politically retroactive, It is entirely inexcus-
able for Marxists, and especially the Trotskyist echelon from the school
of the old Warrior Jew, to continue a proscription of whole revolutionary
movements and leaderships with a barren formal criteria for form, style,
technique, end insignia; end with the ewotional parsphanelia drawn from
ancient episodes - or from the uncertainties of Li Fu-jen. And one sus-
pects that Alvin and Reed reelly have no partisen heart for victorious
revolution,

Parties are the product of s cultursl and social evolution for a
whole nstion, depending upon the state of development of its productive
forces, All ettributes in the super-structure undergo alteration and
transformetion in accordance with the movement of internal contradictions
at the economic base, Only incidentally do they reflect the evil will of
Stalin or Bernstein, The Communist Perties of the West, vhored under
Stelin, are still primerily the product of their own cultural and social
milieu - and some are only caricetures of a workers' party of sny kind,

Had history been cut out of the whole cloth to reveal the evolution
of soclieties ss embodiment of pure ides, the severel tendencies within
the SWP, "and some are quick; and some sre in the grave," that deny en
existence to all that is real in the world transition to socialism - then
had they successfully demsnded recognition for their criteria certifying
pure "socialist states" end pure "larxist-Trotskyist" parties, What hap-
pens in life is another matter,

By 1952 the Trotskyist parties were in possession of a document on
China by S.T. Peng, He acclsimed "the victory of the CCP over the re-
actionary power of Chiang Kei-~shek (to be) a great and even a monumental
change in modern Chinese history, csusing profound changes in the Fer
Eest end in internstional relstions,® He edded, then, and proceeded to
demonstrate that "™the COP arrived at this current victory by its extremely
reactionary lMenshevik progrem of 'revolution by stszes,' *
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This, to my knowledge, was the first clear statement of the sine quo
non for all subsequent non-Marxist thought on the Chinese Revolution: The
profound aend monumental change, whatever it was, had been prepared and
delivered by a Stalinist FParty with en "extremely reectionary kenshevik
program of 'revolution by stages',?

But was it "really" a proleterian revolution, marked by the prepon--
derance of pessant forces and their isoletion from the cities; and what
did the detse comparetors show for statification and rapid growth of plan-
ning and productivity in the economic sphere? The lissourians in our
movement had found a new, if ancient snd femiliar method: show mel

By 1953, Michel Pablo ceme up with his perspective for ®centuries of
deformed-bureaucretic workers' stetes,® Thet was altogether too long for
the working-man, the origzinal producing unit of the historicsally progres-
sive cless, to wait: as events slong the explosive buffer and in the in-
ternal life of China would very repidly prove, Yet it was long enough to
disorgenize the Trotskyist parties on an internetional scale,

A pre-requisite essentisl to a serious reunification of the separate
parties of the Fourth Internetional is the resumption of larxist method
to reach a revolutionary position in relation to the Chinese Revolution,
For China the Party of power had been fully prepared and molded for the
execution of its strategic tasks. The Revolution simply did not "happen,"
end the pursuit of the dialectic of development in the history of the
Chinese Party by comrsdes Swabeck and iicLeod constitutes a milestone along
this roed,

It should be sdded, parentheticslly, that the door of the Chinese
Revolution is open to Trotskyists, for the progremmatic struggle against
the Kremlin cannot be & trepl

Inspired by the new turn of events, i.e, the scrapping of historical
method, and without sn effort to discover the historical process in China,
Bert Cochren & Assortment speedily proposed the liquidstion of the SWP
end of themselves,

By 1955, s resolution of the Farty on ®The Third Cain, Rev. & Its
Aftermath®, concluded that Chine hed "made the grade® as a workers' stete
without benefit of s revolutionsry lesdership party. This was a milestone
on the other roed,

By 1957, the comrades of the WORKERS WORLD, kisrcy & Grey, had elabor=-
ated their doubts in the opposite direction, They succeeded in getting a
hold on whet happened in China only to confront the Party with a neo-Stal-
inist scheme and en impossiblist demsnd upon history for payment in guilt-
edged Trotskyist currency for tihe Hunzarien revolutionsry advance in 1956,
With thet the Marcy tendency bade ferewell and ruptured the unity of the
world revolutionary process, Well, what combination of forces found con-
cretization in thet event? For slready the Chinese Revolution had rolled
into the Communist world - if only to confirm Trotsky's proznosis for
shattering the foundations of Stslinism,

Given a consistent Trotskyist view of the world process, it would be
clear by now thet the best instrument of struzgle agsinst "centuries of
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buresucrstism® lie in the extension of the world revolution, We booted
it, with the femiliar credits of Weiss, Warde, Roberts, & Feng to Stalin-
ism, Or autometism?

The genersl tendency toward progressive isolation from the world
revolutionary process, describing all ultimatist tendencies within the
SWP, csn only be explained by the enormous resources of Americsn capital-
ism for stultifying end alienating the American socialists from the life
of their clsss, end by the long years of confinement in the indispensable
struggle against the Stalinist retreat,

The introduction now, by Shane lege, of an entirely novel category
into the sociological controversy over the Chinese stete and party lead-
ership, i,e, the concept of "Stalinist Stetes™ and societies that evolve
in accordence with the forms expressed in the political super-structure,
8 concept blanketing sll phenomene to include the USSR, the Buffer menage
end Yugoslavie, China end the Asisn enclaves, and even Cuba, only signi-
fies the bankruptey of the 1955 resolution on China, The resolution of
1963 elters nothinz, It simply cuts e new templste for the further de-
velopment of the Chinese state and psrty, Shane will be the first to
live with it - es sn appropriste zuide to writing off the Cuban Revolu-
tion, A pure prozrem for the construction of socialism on one Cesrribean
islend, unfettered by the bureaucretic ceprice of the Kremlin, will nec-
essarily describe select conditions within the super-structure for an in-
dependent *Trotslyist® evolution,

But nowhere hes the irrepressible proletarian revolution unfolded in
accordence with a specified ™Protskyist® mold; nor did comrade Trotsky
have any such nonsense in mind, A Marxist party is not a Supreme Court
in international proletarien politics. It seeks hegemony in the workers'
movement to maeke a revolution, not to pass judgment upon it,

By its failure to grasp the Chinese Revolution and the role of its
leaders, the SWP will abendon the struggle for hegemony as the most ef-
fective fighter in the programmatic struggle against the Kremlin, That
is our forte; but as yet we have failed to zresp the lever of action in
the deepening civil wer within the internstionel socialist camp.

VI, The Parties of the West and the Military Communist Parties

For "want of hebit to approach overly hisbitual phenomena scientifi-
cally," (L, Trotsky) the hebit of rezerding ell Communist psrties ss ir-
revocgbly Stelinist in the sbsence of a formel bresk from the Kremlin,
as stetic or exclusively dezenerstive, becsme prevalent in the interna-
tional Trotskyist movement, Once tsutology had become the sutometic log-
ic of definition, ell Communist parties denoted the femiliar festures of
degenerstion described in the history of the CFSU and CPUSA.

The dual charscter for the ruling psrty of the Soviet Union lost all
significence; and the netional origin, history, end cultural influences
ecting upon the Communist parties wes scrapped along with their relation
to the state of development for the productive forces,
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The conditions for en evolution in the life of military-illezsl Com-
munist perties weighed equally with the dominsnt class-collaborationist
influences acting upon the Communist parties in the imperislist bastions,
In any event, in the absence of a defined ideological snd terminological
breek from the Kremlin, no Communist party would be desoribed in the dia=-
lectic terms of internsl contresdiction and change,

That all modern revolutionary perties originated, in & fingl analy-
sis, in the October Revolution and had assimilated to one degree or an-
other its Marxist heritsge beceme increasingly incredible, and especially
in view of the long history of betrayals snd defeats, in Europe above all,

What was true in general, and then only conditionally, became an ab-
solute in the concrete, It became possible, then, to roar in a cage that
no Communist perty was cepable of anytiing other than counter-revolution-
ary service to the bonapsrtist rezime in the USSR, and simultaneously
thet e clique of Stelinist gangsters "made e revolution® in Chins,

At what point do Communist psrties cease to be Stalinist in nsture
and purpose? Given a decisive clesss orientstion, at thet point where the
elaborastion of strstegy snd organizational method lead to the mobiliza-
tion of importsnt mess formetions for class-struggle actions that trans-
cend the limitetions irposed by the Kremlin, Such a development implies
a history, sn experience, an evolution that moves in the direction of
sutonomy, DMore, it reveals the growth of Merxist method and understand-
ing for a sector of the Farty lesdership, Thst point at woich the com-
binstion of forces weighing in favor of a qualitative change, in accord-
ance with the conditions of party life and history for the infinitely
varied societies of man, cannot be formally defined with an exclusive
criterion, Even Stelin hasd little ides of whet on earth his Chinese
"stooges® were up to in 1934,

The history of CP's evolving on the colonial domeins of imperialism
and of those luxuristing on the soil of parliementsry capitslist states
presents a striking contrast, The former were permitted the luxury of
an illegal and srmed strugzle for life while the latter are iupoverished
by the history of claess-collaboration, Stelin inveriably favored his
attention upon the latter, especially the imerican, German, & French
paerties, even moreso due to his tslent for blunder end betrayal,

The militery-illegal CP's describe s history of essentislly prin-
cipled growth and struggle; while the parties of the West experience the
degenerative process of wholessle whorinz snd abandonment at the plessure
of the Kremlin, If it were only the CP's in the hesrtlends of imperial-
ism thst the Trotskyists hed to describe snd condemn, conrsdes Alvin end
Reed would quslify es revolutionists., And yet it is precisely in the
hesrtlends, from Tokyo to Rowe, that the major opportunities lay for the
extent Trotskyist perties as soldiers of the Chinese Revolution,

Will the struggle for hegemony in the building of principled Marx-
ist perties be favored by ebstention in the civil war thet has erupted
between the Parties of the Kremlin and the Fartiee of Fekinz? Can we
afford to perpetuaste the enti-~lMarxist fiction of lesderless revolutions
thet borrow perties and men to carry out their function of counter-revo-
lutionary adventure with # built-in revolutionsry dreft? Fure teleology,.
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What are revolutions without a conscious programmetically armed and dis-
ciplined leadership?

All of the Marxist teachers, Lenin, Engels, Trotsky, end Merx him-
self never forsook a dislectic view of political perties as the product
of class sntsgonism and the internsl history of classes, with diverse
culturel traditions corresponding to the law of uneven development for
the productive forces of societies, This method is drematically revealed
for the first time in the Manifesto of 1848,

Lenin was the first to admit thet if his Party did not meke it, an-
other would attempt the revolutionary tasks. "On the Eve of October,®
Lenin prescribed desth for the RSDLP if it should forfeit its historic
opportunity, He foresaw the emergence of a new Marxist party under the
impact of events, dere the Farty proceed on the basis of its formal anti-
Trotskyist (1) position of the democratic dictatorship of the workers
and peasants,

~ Now, it is the indispenssble first task of serious Trotskyists not
to "re-iterate® but to recognize the cause of our psralysis in the post
World War II upsurge and extension of the world revolution, Thet we may
1) Check the further disorientstion of new leadership cedres; 2) Restore
the unity of theory and prectice as the fundemental pre-requisite to rev-
olutionary lesdership in the trensitio: to sociaslist societies; 3) lerge
the invaluable idegs snd forces of Trotskyisw with the wain fizghting
forces in the internstional Comrunist wovement; 4) Accelerate the de-
struction of Stalinist-lMenshevik parties in the imperialist countries
where the effective parties of socialist revolution are yet to be built,

May 1963
A
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SOME ANSWIRS TO WARDE'S ARTICLES IN TH: IMILITANT

by Al Johnson

Comrade Jarde's analysis in the Militant of the Great
Debate rests on the proposition that the controversy between the
CCP and the Soviet Bureaucracy is in essence between two
"conservative bureaucratic regimes, pursuing their own nation-
alistic interests, weighed down by Stalinist ideology and
Stalinist methods". We are to conclude therefore that they
are conducting a Great Swindle. Hence, what is truly great
about the Great Debate is the by-product, De-3talinization.

Let us examine Warde's basic contention. If Stalinism
is defined as the subordination of the interests of the vork-
ing class and oppressed classes in one's own country to that
of the Soviet Bureaucracy and one's ruling class, then,
surely the term, GStalinist is not applicable to the CCP.
For the CCE did lead a victorious Socialist Revolution that
raised one fourth of the human race to its feet, and by this
revolutionary act dealt the greatest blow to stalinism in
its history.

Conservative? The very act of conducting a revolution-
ary struggle is anything but conservative.

Nationalistic? To give material and aoral support to
the struggles in Lorea, Viet Nam, ilgeria and Cuba can hardly
be termed nationalism. It is more in tune with proletarian
internationalism.

The CCF never relied on the rich peasantry as 5talin digd,
but instead built their alliance with the poor peasantry,
bringing the middle peasantry along, as Lenin had advised.

Stalin began with the disarming of the producers. gFhe
CCF evidences no fear of the producers. They are armed
énbthe vast militia system in country and city just as in
uba.

The social position of women is a good criterion with
which to judge the character of a regime. In no way has
the CCF sought to subordinate the women as Stalin did, but
on the contrary has done everything to fulfill its revolu-
tionary obligations toward them.

As evidence of the character of the lMao regime, Comrade
Warde informs his readers of the unprincipled character of
their bloc . with the Albanians. The question imediately
arises: < hat is the program of their bloc?’ Against whom
is it directed? ihat is the relationship of forces within
the bloc? Who is leading whom? The evidence is clear.

The "unprincipled bloc" is directed against the class collab-
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orationist Soviet bureaucracy. The program of the bloc is
the class struggle, and the leadership is without question,
the Chinese. As for the 3talinist character of the Alban-
ian government, we have only Khrushchev's and Tito's word
for that.

Warde explains that the CCF's antagonism toward Yugo-
slavia is "not simp y for its ideological deviations and
excessive adaptation to capitalism, but because of its de-
centralized administration, experiments in workers control
of enterprises and flexibility of agrarian policy."

Decentralized administration? But the Bolsheviks were
centralists! If we accept Jarde's criterion, then not only
the Chinese and the Albanians, but also Lenin and Trotsky
would have to be characterized as Stalinist.

Flexibility of agrarian policy? 4 correct policy is
not determined by flexibility or inflexibility, whatever
that means, but by the correct class line in the country-
side.

Experiments in vorkers control? If :arde means that
the workers determine production, have the right to strike,
elect their own management and are organized in soviets,
then indeed if the Chinese are op,K osed to these, they are
wrong. and furthermore we should be giving far more atten~-
tion than we have, to the Yugoslavs in our press and meetings.

We quote Yarde, further, concerning "the most repre-
hensible refusal of the Chinese to favor the destalinzation
moves taken in the Soviet bloc since 1956. The continued
cultivation of the 53talin cult and antagonism toward the
liberalization of authoritarian rule places them at odds
with the most progressive forces and anti-bureaucratic ten-
dencies within the Soviet bloc and Communist parties.'

Refusal to favor destalinization? Their prog am is
not Stalinist but on the contrary, Leninist.

Continued cultivation of the Stalin cult? If there
were to be any cult in China, it would obviously be a Mao
cult. However the leadership of CCP has not adopted cultism.
It has not favored the naming of cities, government districts,
factories and streets with the names of "beloved leaders"
as in Stalin's lussia. They have considered Stalih, along
with Marx, Engels and Lenin, as a respected revolutionary
leader. In this, the Chinese are wrong. But to imply,
as Warde does, that the Chinese are the slavish pupils of
Stalin, is without foundation.

Antagonism toward the liberalization of authoritative
rule? ‘hat is authoritarian about the Communes? Its lead-
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ers are elected, they determine their own local production,
and they are armed.

At odds with the most progressive forces and anti-
bureaucratic tendencies within the Soviet bloc and Comnun-
ist parties? Where is the evidence for this assertion?
Have the Cubans and the revolutionary elements in South
America evidenced any feelings of hostility towards the
Chinese? Who are the progressive forces in the Soviet bloc
opposed to the Chinese line?

Wlarde's attempt to establish an 1dent1ty, a otalinist
identity, with the Soviet Bureaucracy, is to look at reality
from distorted lenses. His analysis of the causes of the
ideological dispute and the Sino-Soviet rift leaves unanswered
the essence of the question.

If the Chinese regime is conservative, bureaucratic
and steeped in the Staliaist school and method, why is it
that they have not followed in Stalin's steps and proclaimed
a concern only for Socialism in their own country? . /hy
have they revived the long forgotten works of Lenin and pro-
claimed the standard "Long Live Leninism.' ‘/hy have they
upset their relationship with imperialism by giving revo-
lutionary support to Viet Nam, Algeria and Cuba? ‘hy have
they not played Stalin's game of being prudent, of attemp$-
ing a deal with imperialism?

Excluded from .arde's analysis is an important trifle,
the dynamics of the Chinese revolution itself. A revolution
is a proces.. It either goes forward or backward. It is
something more than a mere abstraction. It is concrete.

The revolution has substance in people, a party, and a lead-
ership. The leadership of the Chinese revolution had an
unbroken continuity of 26 years. Today, it has made a giant
step forward in the ideologiczl dispute, by reaffirming the
basic tenet of Ililarxism, the class strug_le. This was not
accidental. It flowed from the yreceding history of the
party, its victorious revolution of 1949, the l.orean :ar,
its successful demand that the soviet Union change its pol-
icy toward the ilgerian revolution, and the Communes. what
we have witnessed is the revolution in permanence. This
ideological dispute is the conscious reflection of the objec-
tive dynamics of the permanent revolution, its logical sub-
jective conclusion.

Regrettable is .iarde's pedagogical method of proceeding
pen in hand, giving plus or minus to the participants on
various questions. No party can correctly orient itself
on the most important event since the founding of the Com=-
munist International, with this method. It will only place
us on the side lines as commentators and not in the heart
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of the struggle where we belong.

The ideological dispute has a logic of its own. Not
only does it further the de-Stalinization process and reaf=-
firm Lenin's program of the class struggle, but it also
leads to a world wide regroupment of all revolutionary
forces. Today, the Chinese have the support of most of the
Asian Communist parties. “The splintering of Communist
parties in South America is well known. The New Zealand
CF has given its support.

The future of our party will be determined for a long
time to come on how we react to this Great Debate. Ours
is a great party with a 35-year tradition of class struggle.
At critical Jjunctures of the class struggle in the past,
our party has taken the correct attitude toward revolutionary
tendencies moving toward Marxism.

It would be tragic to adopt a sectarian attitude today.
Our position should be one of critical support for the Chi-
nese Communists.

Let us join the revolutionary side as Trotskyists.

May, 1963
Los Angeles, Calif.
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S NG_LENINISM?

by I. Warwak

What brought me to the party were my experiences in
Korea, I was there for sixteen months, arriving a couple of
weeks after the truce was signed in the fall of 53, First
of all I got an appreciation of the way in which the majority
of mankind, the peasantry lives. The most primitive tools,
backbreaking physical labor, hanging on to existence with a
bare portion of rice, Vast tar paper shack slums in the citfas;
hunger, destitution, prostitution, a complete breakdown in
human relations, with man pitted against man and family against
family for the rice and firewood to survive. Korea, South
Korea that is, remains this way today despite the promises of
the U,S, govermment to make South Korea the show case of dem=
ocracy in South East Asia.

As one ROK army soldier put it to me at the risk of his
life perhaps, '"In South Korea if you have no rice you starve.
In the North the rice is shared.” During our weekly troop
information and education sessions we were shown movies of
the destruction wreaked on Korea by the U.S, air force. Not
a rree was left standing, North or South. This is literally
true,

It was U,S., intervention which drove the North Korean
army back from controlof the South and in the process the
U.S. air force destroyed everything.

In conversations with career army men who were in Korea
for the fighting there was respect, fear and awe of the
Chinese. Red Army.

There was no morale in the American army and certainly
no feeling that they were engaged in a just cause, It is
interesting to note how many American POWs were ''brainwashed"
by the Chinese Reds,

The Chinese and North Koreans fought this war with in=-
ferior equipment as compared to the U,S.

The fact that McArthur got to the Yalu, and then was
driven back by the Chinese intervention, raises some inter-
esting comparisons, -



Hitler got halfway across the USSR before the Nazis
were stopped at Stalingrad. Stalin had disarmed the Soviet
workers and peasants ideologically and militarily and caused
widespread disaffection. The swift Nazi advance was not too
difficult.

The Chinese were obviously both ideologically and mili=-
tarily prepared. The morale and revolutiona®y sacrifice of
the Chinese Red Army was quite high,

The origin of the "Paper Tiger thesis' dates back, but
the Korean War certainly demonstrated the paper tiger thesis
in life to the Chinese,

The most decisive yardstick to measure the Chinese Revo-
lution is material improvement of the standard of living of
the masses. All observers testify it is phenomenal,

To believe as we in the Trotskyist movement are supposed
to, that this New China exists not only without leadership
but in spite of a counterrevolutionary leadership is a nega=
tion of Trotskyism as the continuation and defense of the
role of the conscious vanguard in the transition from capital=
ism to world socialism,

The Chinese Revolution developed in spite of Stalinism.
The Chinese Revolution was made and is advancing due to the
leadership of the Chinese C.P,

May 1963



