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MEMORANDUM ON THE UNFOLDING WAR AND THE
o TASKS OF THE PROLFTARIAT
IN THE _NEW PHASE OF THE WORLD (FPRRMANENT) REVOLUTION

By Sam Marcy, Buffalo, N. Y. N ‘

1, The immediate significance of the Korean war lies not merély
in the fact that it unleashed a momentous upheaval of the colonial
masses on a new front of the ever-widening and deepening Asiatic
Revolution, but marked a qualitative change in the character of the
whole international situation. It has definitely and irretrievably
ushered in the first though brief phase of the'Third World War. Even
if the Korean War should be followed by a more or less protracted
interlude of "truce," it would only prove that a further preparatory

.. bperiod was necessary for the next and absolutely inevitable phase of

the developing general conflict, But the die has already been cast.

- It was prepared, not merely by the Korean war, but by the entire

preceding course of historical development, and flows logically and

- ~.Inexorably from the unbearable antagonisms between the growth of the

productive forces and their rebellion against the forms of capitalist

- . property as well as the fetters of the outmoded national state.

2. To the degree that the new war is waged as a struggle between

"the,USSR and imperialism it differs from its predecessors in that it

s essentially a conflict between two mutually antagonistic and ire-

.rTeconcllable social systems basedvon’diametrically opposed class
. structures. Herein lies its broader historieal and sociological
significance, . . :

3. }But‘the struggle between the Soviet .Union and imperialism is

- 'not a simple conflict between two self-contained and independent

entities, suspended in mid-air and gravitating under their own impul-
sions, While it is unquestionably true that the conflict between the

"Soviet Union and imperialism is truly titanic and world-wide in scope,
1t is anything but simple or merely two-sided. Rather it is manifold
-and extremely complex, The combatants on the arena are not arbitrary

entities but living social forces. Nor are they self-contained or

' independent, On the contrary, they are organically inter-connected,

5 indissolubly anchored to and absolutely dependent upon the two great

. tlass pillars of contemporary society -- the world proletariat and the
~ world bourgeoisie. : . . _ v , )

It 1s from the historic antagoqism‘of these two classes, whose

~interrelation constitutes the whole fabric of the bourgeois social

. order, that the conflict between the Soviet Union and imperialism

- originated and developed. And it is from the unendurable tenseness

. of thelr social contradictions that their life and death struggle must

sooner or later be jolned. This is the root content of the whole pro-

? blem, This is the quintessence which has been hidden beneath the mot-
.ley web of alternating international events, conjunctures, and catas-

© . trophes. Itg presentation to the world under the mask of the "ecold

‘war" 1s one of the most insidious elements in the mechanics of class

deception -=- equally necessary for the self-preservation of the
relgning oligarchy in the Kremlin as for the perpetuation of the rule

‘of finance capitalism’with its citadel in Wall Street.

It is the class character of imperialism with its nerve center in .

the USA, which draws together all bourgeois states and all kindred
social 1ayers‘and mobilizeskthem‘fpr the war against the USSR,
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It 1s the class character of the modern working class as the

- grave-digger and revolutionary successor to the bourgeoisie which is
- the umbilical cord that ties in the fate of the USSR with the fate of

the world proletariat., If we conceive the mutual relations of the
USSR and the world proletariat as flowing from their social connec=

' tilons, what emerges between them is not an arbitrary contraposition
-, but an inseparable interdependence. This flows from their common

class denominator, from the sameness of their basic social substance,

'Rﬁ:'and from their relation to each other -- not as mere fragmentary and

disparate parts of the same social reality, but as separate stages
of an uneven process of development. Not' all the disavowals of

‘.':.Stalin, not all his base denuncilations and cruel betrayals can break
the soclal nexus between the Soviet Union and the international work-

ing class. Nor can he dissolve their histaric fate in the maelstrom

- 0f his bureaucratic politics. The course of the unfolding war cannot
. but make the historical destiny of the USSR and the international

. working class more plainly congruent, the identity of their social
..~ and historical interests more visible, and the path of their develop-
i ment and direction more clearly outlined. . . o

L, _Henée the deepest and most profound significance of the com- |

", ing war is that it will mark the opening phase of the all-out, supreme,
.. and final conflict between the world bourgeoisie, which long ago ex-
. hausted its progressive historical role, and the world proletariat,

which must seize control of the productive forces of soclety and or-

:‘ ganlze them on a rational basis,

" 5. By the very nature of its objeéti&e dynamics and the irresis-

o tible sweep of its momentumy this war must necessarily develop into
- a global class conflict: greater, sharper, and more decisive than all

the social and political conflicts of the past., Historically and
sociologically, it will be a resume of the more than one hundred years

L of revolutionary warfare waged by the proletariat and its allies
N §gainst the bourgeoisie, - : ‘ .

6. The fact that the dpeniné phase of the war méy‘manifest 1t-

"self (or rather conceal itself), even if only initially and tempor-

“arily, as a war between nations, should not in the slightest degree

obs¢éure its clearcut class character. It is not a war between the

nations but_a war between the classes! The transfer of the main bur-

den of the struggle from the shoulders of the immediate protagonists

- (the USSR and the USA) to its most direct ultimate protagonists =~ the
- world bourgeoisie and the world proletariat -~ 1is as inevitable as the

rising sun. The bourgeoisie has everywhere recognized this war as the

- great and decisive one of its long and bloody career, and has there-
- fore invested it with an immeasurably greater acuteness than all its

.. -past struggles combined, Its fury and rapacity will know no ro-

Lo
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stralnts. The proletarians and oppressed of all lands will soon know

7. this, but all too well! While petty~-bourgeois philistines and cen-
" trists of all shades and hues will undoubtedly point to the symmetri-
., cal character of the armies in combat as proof of the reactionary

.+ . Character of the war on both sides, we must on the other hand cease-
.. lessly proclaim that: whereas one army 1s driven by the engines of

‘class despotism and social strangulation, the other is a locomoti’e of

historical progress. Never, however, even for an instant, can the

‘revolutionary vanguard neglect to courageously and energetically ex-

~pose the congenital propensity of the‘temporary and cowardly custodians
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ve to obstruct and shipwreck, all in the name of their

.. own narrow, selfish, and caste-like interests. Their replacement bew
-~ - fore the end of the journey is absolutely necessary-and inevitable.

& - The revolutiona
‘-' in  this war the
" battle formatio

Ty vanguard must make it clear to the whole world that
geographlcal boundaries are social boundaries, the
ns are class formations, and the world line of demarca-

tion is the line rigidly drawn by the socialist ilnterests of the world

:7:pro;etariat. E

Korean peninsul

..~ since the Korea

very worker must know his place as well as his duty,

he first phase of the unfolding war exploded on the
a 1s neither accidental nor arbitrary, nor primarily

" propelled by subjective or diplomatic considerations. Not even Stalin
or Truman or the Pope make history wholly out of their own cloth. And

n war is not a transcendental ripple on a vast sea,

but a momentous event in the evolution of the world-wide class

- struggle, and a
"be understood i1
mined causes,
politics is not
. maintains a tre
' reproduced on a

AR
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Korean masses.

turning-point in international relations, it can only
n the light of sharply defined and objectively deter-
That does not mean that the perfidious role of Stalin's

reflected here as well as everywhere else where he
acherous stranglehold on the masses -- only here it is

more monstrous and catastrophic scale,

s little can we say that the Korean war was wholly and

*exclusively generated by the elemental revolutionary outbursts of the

This would be just as false as to conceive Korea as a

. mere pawn in the struggle between two arbitrary powers. While it is

_ .. incontestably v

alid to affirm that the revolutiocnary ferment of the

Korean workers and peasants was the most indispensable social ingredi-
ent In the composite interplay of class forces in that corner of the

- - -Asiatic crucibl
.». -~ .phenomenon divo
" - 1ts significanc

.an inseparable
social mainspri
- struggle of the

ey, it would be entirely wrong to regard it as a unique
rced from the historic process of our time. To probe
e to the very depth, we must first of all view it as
element in a constantly evolving world process whose
ng and driving force is and can only be the present
basic classqs for hegemony over societv. ‘

. 8. This.s
the .developing
: tragedy of the
—= " cular 1s that t

’,

truggle finds its partial though acutest éxpreésion in

class war between the USSR and imperialism. The great -

world proletariat and the' Russian proletariat in parti-
his struggle 1s distorted, mangled, and mutilated by

the parasitic interests of the Thermidorian bureaucracy. But to deny

- that this strug
facilitate the
his downfall.,
MacArthur, nor

, "democratic Wes

gle exists or to deny its class character would only
deceptive politics of Stalin rather than prepare for
Korea was not a struggle between Stalin and Truman or
was it a struggle between the "barbaric East" and the
ty," but between the upper and lower strata of a con-

) -~ vulsed social organism which could no longer endure the restraints of
. gtlass stratification, - T

1t is in this social setting, where global class currents and
.- antithetical cross-currents, always in constant evolution and unin-
terrupted strife, meet and -collide, that we see Korea in all its
. enyrmity and stark tragedy. Korea was a temporary but untenable nodal

antagonists momentarily measured their strength, but where one of them

‘l’ point in this struggle of the giants, the mirror where the contending

ignominiously r
above all for t

i

etreated., It ended temporarily in a major catastrophe,
he Kerean people, a setback for the Soviet Union, for

 ——
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voall the onpressed of the Orient, and for the working class in general
But it is only the beginning.

It did prove however, if further proof were still necessary, that

N .Staliniem can attempt’ to nibble away at imperialism, can even willy~

nilly consent to a daring offensive, but cannot hold 1ts ground in
the face of the united, concerted, world-wide imperialist counter-
offensive., Why? Because this in 1ts turn threatens to inevitably
convert itself into a global class war, a new phase of the world (per-
‘manent) revolution, which would surely sweep away not only imperial=~ -
ism but the debris of Stalinism as well,

It is entirely probable that the. planners in the Kremlin con-
"celved Korea as a stealthy venture which would strengthen their in- -

h filuence in the Orient and test as well as cement the allilance with

China. But Korea evoked the most violent paroxysm of imperialism and
"set the stage for the fullest political, social and millitary mobili-

' .. zation of all bourgeoisdom. Its class character 1s most vividly shown '

in the fact that not a single bourgeols layer anywhere on the globe
. even as much as professed to see the "other side," the side of the
North Koreans.

The Kremlin swiftly took all this into its calculations and beat
a retreat -- a retreat that was still possible, without material in-
Jury to 1its interests, but a retreat that has paved the way and made

. absolutely inevitable the new offensive by imperialism under condi-

tions which cannot but be much more unfavorable to the Soviet Union
and the working class in general. Again and once more, the next
phase of the struggle will show that it 1s the whip of the counter-

"fzrrevolution which will urge the revolution oanrd.

9 The events in Korea could only have begun on the basis of

. SR the new correlation of class forces in the Orient and the consequent
: " alteration of the international position of the great powers. The

mutation of state forms on the mainland of China 1s indubitably the
most decisive cause of the consequent -changes. Itself 1ssuing from

  j-a mighty revolutionary wave, originally impelled by the great October
- Revolution, the coming to power of the Mao Tse-tung regime is the

greatest rupture in the imperialist chain since the victory of the
Bolshevik revolution of 1917. ,Whoever does not see that the bourge-

7, ois-landlord-merchant~compradore class alliance, the main and funda-

“mental prop of imperialism in China, has been broken and shattered,
and a new class power erected, cannot hope to understand the evolu-
tion of present-day soclety. A new class power, basing itself funda-
‘mentally on the workers and peasants, has seized the reins of power,
and is now attempting to shape the destiny of China in a new direc-
tion.  That bourgeols relations still predominate in industry and -
agriculture is incontrovertible. But what is of the greatest moment

.~ 1s that the political power of the former ruling class has been shat-
- tered,.thelr "body of armed men" disarmed or destroyed, and their main

“source of strength and recuperative power, their nexus to_and depen-
dence _upon imperialism, shattered. China is a workers'! state because
the main and fundamental obstacle to the rule of the workers and peas-
ants, the bourgeols-landlord-imperialist allliance has been swept away
and & new alllance =-- based on workers and peasants -~ erected 1n its
place. It is not a chemically pure dictatorship of the proletariat,
~as no sgocial formation ever 1g, but 1ts fundamental class content 1is
beyond doubt; . A
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10. But-shall we characterize the new Chinese revolution "by
the class which achieves it or by the social content lodged in it"?
“ . To this question posed by Trotsky in one of his letters to Preobraz=
‘lb_ - hensky (see April 1936 NI) Trotsky gives the following answer: "There
is a theoretical trap lodged in counterposing the former to the lat-
ter in such a general form." Why? Because, says Trotsky, "The
'social content! under the dictatorship of the proletariat (based on
-an alllance with the peasantry) can remain during a certain period of
time not soclalist as yet, but the road to bourgecls development from
the dictatorship of the proletariat can lead only through counter-
revolution. For this reason, so far as the social content is con-
cerned, it 1s necessary tosay: 'We shall wait and see,'"

A This hypothetical stage of the Chinese revolution projected by
~ Trotsky more than two decades ago corresponds precisely to the reality
of the China of today. The revolution's "social content" -- the full
nationalization of the means of production as well as collectivization
= of agriculture -- has, of course, '"not yet" been achieved, although
- small but significant beginnings have been made, especially in Man-
-cauria, But the road back "to bourgeols development from the dicta-
‘(“» torship of the proletariat can lead only through counter-revolution,"
s l.e., the re-emergence of the Chiang Kai-shek regime or one of similar
social stripe. : A s : '

. Of course Trotsky had in mind a genuine Communist Party grounded
. in revolutionary Marxism and geared to the perspective of the world
. revolution, rather than the party of Mao Tse-tung and Choy En-lai,
: " which in every way represent a negation of these very ideas. But
then the latter have not been the architects and guides of the revo-
v~ lution, as was the case with the party of Lenin and Trotsky. On the
-, contrary, the przsent Chinese leaders have been catapulted into power
* ~ by the torrential revolutionary pressure of the Chinese peasants and
- workers. But theirs is nonetheless a dictatorship of the proletariat
- and peasantry no matter how distorted and mutilated by Stalinist prac-
tices, dogmas and perspectives -- unless we are willing to assume
that the Communist Party of China is a non-working class organization
-~ and-does not base itself on the workers and peasants. In such a case
L we shall, of course, have to revise our whole theoretical approach
. to this question,. : : S /

But what about the contradiction between the present political
structure in China and its economic base? Here again the words of
- Trotsky offer a faultless gulde: "The glst of the matter lies pre-
cisely in the fact that although the political mechanics of the revo-
lution depends in the last analysis upon an economic base (not only
national but international) it cannot, hnwever, be deduced with ab-
stract logle from this economic base. In the first' place, the base
itself 1s very contradictory and its 'maturity? does not allow of
© bald statistical determination; secondly, the economic base as well
~as the political situation must be approached not in the national but
© 1in the international framework, taking into account the dialectic
. action and reaction between the national and the international; third-
"1y, the class struggle and its political expression, unfolding on the
‘ economic foundations, also have their own imperious logic of develop-
- ment, which cannot be leaped over.'". : :

‘ - In the light of thé above passage it is clear that the objective
- “.dynamics of the Chinese revolution can find its fullest expression




"~ international proletarian revolution,

.
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only on the international arena. The fate of China even more than
that of the Soviet Union can be determined, not within the narrow
confines of its national boundaries, but on the broad highway of the

11, No approach towards a real understanding of the intricate

'.relations between China, the Soviet Unlon and imperialism, is pos-
. "sible unless one previously takes into account the class character of
- "thelr reginmes, o ‘ ‘

"The USSR, as'a workers' state, has no»imperialist interests or

.Qf'faims in China. On the contrary, it is in the interedts of the USSR
.+ < %o help smash imperialism in all its colonial and semi-colonial strong-

.- holds by rendering the fullest possible aid to the oppressed peoples

fﬁ?f'in their struggle against imperialism.” . ‘

-

Phis statement of Trotsky's, written in 1938, retains its full-

est validity today. In the diplomatic relations of Moscow and Peiping

are not only interlaced the sordid interests of the two bureaucracies,

" but also the inner needs for development of their respective states.

We must draw a sharp line between the conflicting needs of Stalin and

. Mao for the perpetuation of thelr nrivileges, and the imperious de-
"mands for mutual development of China and the Soviet Union as geograph-

‘”:-ically contiguous and socially harmonious state formations., The fric-

tions and conflicts are all between Mao and Stalin, not between China
and Russia. . ) - :

i

The alliance between the Soviet Union and the Chinese Republic
is an alliance between social classes having identical social aims.
Inherent in-this is their irreconcilable hostility to imperialism.

* The world bourgeoisie is supremely consciocus of this, In its effort

to break the alliance it is not promoting a "new democratic order in
Asia," but 1s seeking to promote a new form of apostacy among the

 "leaders" of the Asilatic revolution, while at the same time preparing

 ; to mount a new militaryvoffensive.

The rapprochement between Peipingvand‘Moscow, a ﬁruly remarkable :

achievement in itself, demonstrates that the laws of history are

stronger than the bureaucratic apparatus. The class bonds between

~ eluss struggle,

- China and the USSR have at least for. the moment triumphed over the
narrow clique politics of their ruling hierarchies. The alliance be=-

tween the USSR and Chilna has partially decided the fate of the USSR,
and definitely ended more than a quarter of a century of isolation,

" While it has solved one problem for the USSR as.well as China, 1t has
"put into sharper focus another, and made 1its solution more imperative

than ever, The elimination of more than half a billion people from

" the strangle-hold of world capitalism in the period of its death

” agony, canrot but aggravate all of the contradictions of capitalism
.anew, and impel the bourgeoisie towards a forcible golution of its

" problems at the expense of the millions of the Agiatic continent, the

last safety-valve for world imperialism. The co-existence of the
Soviet-Chinese alliance side by side with imperialism cannot but be
concelved as a preparatory period for the next phase in the global

“}»'12. The law of uneven development and 1ts supplementary expres-

'sioq,_tha law of combined development, have brought 1t about that

SR AL .
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'Europe, the cradle of that soclo-economic formation known as capital=~

ism, proved too narrow and cramped either to serve as the basin for
capitalism's fullest expansion in its youth or even as a cemetery

. Where the proletariat can at long last perform the final rites for

its stubborn and tenacicus old foe. 1In this respect, capltalism
shows a striking similarity to at least one other preceding universal
social formation, We refer of course to the classical civilizations
of antiquity. They too attained their fullest flowing, not in their
cradles, the fertile valleys of the Tigrls and Euphrates or the Nile,

 but on the broader expanse of the Mediterranean.

~13. As long ago as the turn of our century, the economic center
of pgravity, which was slowly shifting from Britain to Germany, also

- showed signs of moving further westward towards America. This was

graphically illustrated, not merely by the uninterrupted stream of

-migration, as well as the export of capital to America, but by a

multitude of other factors, not the least of which was of course the
unparallelled expansion of American industry itself, which developed
in practically ideal social and natural surroundings, untrammeled by
Europe's feudal obstructions, Nor were there formidable capiltalist

- rilvals directly blocking its path of development.

Thé fires of the 1848 révolution on the European continent could

: :not be revived in the wake of the discovery of gold in California, a
- fact which Marx and Engels refer to as of 'even greater ;importance
-than -the February revolution." With prophetic vision the youthful

. -authors saw more than a century before our time that unless Europe

-took the road of social revolution "it would fall into the same in-

dustrial, commercial, and political dependence as Italy, Spain and

| Portugal." Only i1f Europe "transformed 1ts mode of production" would
‘it "maintain the superiority of European industry and counteract the
. disadvantages of the geographical situation," in relation to America.

14, At about the same time that signs were discernible of the

~shift of the economic center of gravity further West, signs were

multiplying that the center of revolutionary gravity was shifting

: East and away from Western Europe. Kautsky, the chief theoretician

of the Second International, did not entirely overlook this interest-
ing social phenomenon. And Lenin, almost two decades later, in a
none-too-polite manner, recalled 1t to his attention after Kautsky

. had turned renegade and denied the valicity of the October ‘revolution.

‘ ‘15. ‘The first imperialist holocaust delivered a shattering blow

- to Buropean capitalism and marked the definite passage of the econonmic-
- center of gravity to ‘America. ILudwell Denny's notable book, "America
~conquers Britain," which appeared a decade later, was merely a statis-

tical tabulation of Trotsky's brilliant prognosis that America "would

. .. put Europe on rations."

Meanwhiie, the revolutionary center of gravity which was steadily

,,'moving Bastward gave objective and monumental verification of its
- existence with the outbreak of the October Revolution, breaking the
- imperialist chain at its weakest link, Russia, - -~ .

The'establishment of the firszWofkers'.Rep&blic and the found-
ing of the Communist International electrified the whole world prola-
tariat.,. It did not however break the back.of European capltalism, but
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did make a significant dent further East, in China. The Chinese revo-
lution of 1925-27 was drowned in blood with the indispensable aid of
‘Stalin, but left smoldering embers in the form of intractable armies.

16. The close of the Second World War established American fin-
ance capital as the nerve center of world imperialism and marked its
fusion with the most diverse forms of European and Asiatic reaction.

© It also signified the end of European capitalism's political sover-
.- elgnty, in domestic and particularly in foreign affairs. The center
. of revolutlonary gravity moved further East, finding explosive con-
firmation in the culmination of the Third Chinese Revolution, and
setting in motion the millions of oppressed and exploited in all of
south-east Asia, and even as far as ‘the Philippines., .

17. To arrive at an appioximation of the direction of social
development since the October Revolution, let us identify anew the
driving forces of that developmenty namely; the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat. Procesding thus, we iselate them in "pure" form; that
1s, we separate them from such secondary phenomena as national boun-
~ daries, political parties, bureaucracy, democracy, fascism, reformism,
.and Stalinism. These are superstructural elements, which in a given

situvation may operate to bolster or hamper the structure as the case
- may be, but are strictly derivative in character. Sometimes they
serve as palliatives for reviving a decomposing social structure,
and again, as encrustations which paralyze a live and growing struc-
ture. In a broad and general way, history indicates that, ultimate-

o ly, every new social structure which arises out of the needs of

development of the productive forces will in time bring into corres-
pondence its superstructure, or, failing that, will overthrow it.

If we abstract all superstructural phenomena from the structure,
that 1s, from the sum total of the inter-relation of the classes, we
- find that the residue is still the same =-- the bourgeoisie and the

';',proletariat.

: ~What then 15 new? If‘Wé'still view the structure -- the sum
‘total of the inter-relations of the classes -~ in '"pure," naked form
and divorced, particularly, from the blinding effects of the multi-

- tudineus national boundaries, we see then that there has taken place

on a global scale a most remarkable soclal repgroupment of the basic
classes, a redistribution into newer and larger peographical basins
~of the material and social power of the bourgeoisie and proletariat.,.
"East" and "West" have become the geographicali receptacles, the
depositories into which old Europe,y poured out its rich social proto-
plasm in opposite directions -- resulting in a shift of the revolu-
~tlonary center of pgravity to ths East and the economic center of

~ gravity to the far West.

_ The proletariat established its first workers' republic in the
Bast, where imperlalism was weakest and where capital found ths
- greatest social resistance to its reproduction and further develop=
- ment. The bourgeoisie on the other hand reproduced itself on a -

o materially sounder foundation in America, where it not only encounter-

ed the least social resistance but also found the mest favorable

natural surroundings. ‘ : N

.. 184 /"Ameriea 1s the foundry where the fate of Man will be
forged.“_ In this profound thought of Trotsky's is lodged not only a
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great historic conception but also a révolutionary prognosis and
gulde to action. Ingrained in it, tooy is the final hope for all

13

The law of value, that ultimate arbiter of all things both
splendid and shabby, has evinced in America an all too one-sided
interest, and even partiality towards the ogwners that be, and rather
scant attention to the powers who.wlll be, Our point is not to '

‘quarrel with the law, but to show her other, kindlier side.

The law of labor value showed that a couple of American destroy-
ers could terrorize all Formosa, and completely subdue it, were that
also necessary. That occurred fully three quarters of a century ago,’

‘in 1875. Today, when America is equipped with the atomic bomb? the

"absolute" weapon, Formosa presents a formidable and even terrifying

“ project for the banker-general fraternity in the Pentagon. That too
- is a demonstration of the law of labor value -~ that it may yleld
-different results under changed circumstances.

"Five miserable divisions," as Trotsky called them, seemed en-

. tirely sufficient for the Japanese war clique to hold all of China's
~millions 1n subjections But the bookkeepers of the banking houses
<+ of Mitsul and Mitsublshi took too narrow a view of the role of

technology in its relation to the prosecution of a predatory war on a

;'seemingly helpless people. That the miscalculators broke their necks
. in the relentless pursuit of their mad adventure was also an expres=-

lkﬂ sion of the law of labor value -=- only they had not reckoned with this
~‘'side of the law: its conditional, dependent and relative character.

' The law of value regulates.the nrganism of capitalism, and il=-

. luminates the relations between labor and technology. It shows that

- " the productivity of labor is determined, among other factors, by the

state of technology. But from this does not follow the utterly false

';7iénd spurious military doctrine, now especlally current after Korea in

. the ruling summits of Wall Street, that the technological status of
. any particular country at any given moment is an absolute criterion
. of 1ts strength and viability in modern combat -~ that is, total war.

719, American finance capital 1s the center of the imperialist.

3'_system. It 1s moving at a faster tempo all the time, but its heart
- beats ever slower. True, the war doubled the national income -~

raised the productivity’of labor, and expanded the productive forces
to unprecedented heights, But American capital is living on borrowed

-, time. .It is nurturing volcanic eruptlons everywhere, The terrestial
- globe appears to it as one gilgantic piece of real estate, in a ter-
© - ribly bearish market, where the overlords- of finance can garner the
.most fabulous fortunes merely by extending funds to the most desper-
- ate customers., ' But alas! The time-honored empirical solutions are

running thelr full course. That their "elder statesmen' recognize

 ‘this is all too clear from their dailly foreboding pronunclamentose.

American finance capitai never fully recovered from the paraly?

" tic stroke it received in the economic avalanche which began in Octo-

ber, 1929. The years of cataclysmic decline that followed in its
wake was proof irrefutable that private ownership of the means of
productlion was strangling the social organism. That whole compli-

‘cated network of capltalist property relations which 1s forever mask-

.
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ing itself under the pseudonym of "“free enterprise' and the "demoe
cratic way of 1life," was guddenly stripped of 1ts sodden garments and
‘began to appear with each passing day of chronic crisis, as just a
brutal mass of reactionary and hypocritical obstructions standing in ~
the way of the American pecple. Signs, too, were to be observed
everywhere that this revoluticnary idea might even take hold of the .
broad masses. The bourgeoisle reacted with frenzied, hysterical op-
position, even to the most insignificant social demands. It was not
that the bourgeoilsie could not "afford" them, but it was indicative .
of the fact that the idea of revolution, which was slowly making its

- way into the nerves of the masses, had simultaneously raised itself

as a spectre in the minds of the bourgeoisie.

v But the continent of Furope was again pregnant with another im-’
perialist holocaust, and America was destined to become the arsenal
from which Europe would draw an apparently unlimited stream of
weapons for its own self-destruction. This 1s what was at the bot-
tom of the recovery that followed. This is what interrupted the fur-
ther development of America's first series of truly great class S
struggles and cooled the molten lava of the embryo revolution that

~ was the CIO in its Heroic Age, the phase of its "sit-downs."

- 20, '"Violent outbursts take place sooner in the extremities of
the bourgeols organism than in the heart, because here regulation is
more possible." Thus did Marx many decades ago, without even allud-
ing to America, depict 1ts role while at the same time foreshadowing
the f'irst series of successful revolutionary conflagrations at the
extremities of the imperialist system, and not at its heart. But the

1'__heart is’ so fashioned that it can properly nourish only the natural

. Asiatic reaction will inevitably ruin its aging heart.

.parts of 1ts own body. While 1t is incontestably true that America

is today the center of the world-wide imperialist system it must not
be forgotten that 1t was constructed to fit the narrower framework

of the American continent. The lawg of physiology have yet to exhi-
bit how the heart of an organism, itself in old age, can be made to
function while assuming the added responsibility of pumping its blood
into an ever-increasing number of dead and decaying parts artificially
cengrafted to it. This is an abomination in nature as well as in o
soclety! The heavy preponderance of the dead weights of European and

. »
. g

The burden of the preceding paragraphs is calculated to show

'; that the tendency in world politics and economics whereby the revolu-
tionary center of gravity moved steadily in one direction and the

economic center of gravity in another direction, will sooner than
most Philistines realize, convert itself into its opposite and result :
in a unlon of the two. ‘ - ‘ - o A

; ’Thisiis the real meaning of America as the "foundry where the ~
fate of man will be forged." The coalescing of the revolutionary -
center of gravity with that of the economic center will be the great o

1 . turning point in man's history,

‘ ’

The first truly revolutionary outburst on the social soil of
the American continent will light the flames of a new revolutionary
conflagration which is sure to envelop the entire globe. It will

. graphically demonstrate how "Iast meets West," not by the construc-

tion of new and more tortuous artificial boundaries, but by the revo-

o
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lutionary destruction of all of them. ‘It will be the supreme and ul-
timate alliance of the great truly progressive classes of the East

and West in a final effort to accomplish their own dissolution. This
in turn will terminate the first great cycle of man's development from
sub-man -~ to man «~ to Communist Man, and set him on the path to new
and higher syntheses, | ' |

21, It is only in the light of the general perspective outlined
above that we can arrive at a fuller and more many sided estimate of

the period which began with the first worldwide imperialist explosion
- of" August 191k, . Co : -

- At the end of two world wars and the beginning of the third one,
the relative position of the two basic classes in the struggle for
world hegemony is as follows: The world bourgeoisie lost its materi-
&. bases in Russia, China and Eastern Rurope. It all but lost the
shattered remnants of its base in Western Europe., But it strengthened

vself materially and socially in America. The world proletariat in

.a goclal and historical sense, holds, power in Russia, China and
- BEastern Europe, but at the cost of its complete political expropria-

tiosn. It lost its revolutionary vanguard and succumbed to ideologi~
cal strangulation. This resulted in the complete atrophy of the revo-
intionary Marxist splrit, its traditions, its heritage, not to speak

=% its revolutionary methods of struggle and its Iiberating princl=-

~pwes. From this followed a long period of demoralization of the world

S -

- nroletarlat and its consequent inability ‘to reorganize itself under a
new revolutionary vanguard. - -

o That is the balahce sheet of the world-wide class sfruggle -

‘1T'withpthe losses as well as gains on both sides of the class barri-

cades. And viewed in retrospect, could it really have been other-
wise? Such a long and protracted struggle, extending for decades and

“'spanning the contlnents as well as the oceans, could not but result i
catastrophlc losses as well as prodigious gains. , ‘ -

PPt ST |

In a continuous, raging, ever-deepening and widening war between
the classes, no greater error can be made than to confuse a momentous
gain with a loss, or for that matter vice versa. Our .primary purpose .
in making an appraisal of the class character of any given social

"formation is to formulate guides for action. The proletarilan army

cannot for long be under a cloud as to whether certain of its contine

gents belong to the enemy or are part of its own class camp. A gain

must be defended and a loss must be erased ! Such are the ruthlecss
and imperious demands of a war that must be fought to the death,

But can Eastern Europe and China be regarded as a gain for the

. proletariat? As a success? Perhaps the best way to answer this ques-

tion is expressed in the words of Walt hitman: "It 1s provided in
the essence of things that from any fruition of success, no matter
what, shall come forth something to make a greater strugglée neces-

- sary." I

P T L T TV T A TP

‘Thus the reél merit, the lasting significance of the overturns
in Fastern Burope and China are that they shall bring forth, as ex-

~pressed in the words of Whitman, "SOMETHING TO MAKE A GREATER STRUGGLE

NECESSARY." China and Eastern Europe are stepping stones which bring

-"the greater struggle" =-=- the inevitable social Armageddon between

capital and labor -- ever closer.
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The emerpgence of China and Eastern TBurope as_workers! states has

~nnt_clnsed the epoch of their revolutions but merely cpened them =-
.and projected them on the broad highway of the world struggle of the
. classes where their fate and the fate of the world proletariat will

be decided. The crushing of the old state apparatus and the erection
of 2 new one based on workers and peasants merely lays the foundation
for the development of the revolution from lower to higher stages -

a development that can find its fruition only on the international
arena, I1f we adopt the global class war as the scale of our measure-
ments then we can see that the overturn 1In Eastern Europe and in China
have materially changed the relationship of forces between the world -
bourgeoisle and the world proletariat, and have been a heavy blow to -
imperialism by circumscribing the orblt of its deadly operations, ’
i,e., the extraction of surplus value, the super-exploitation of the .
people avroad in order to better enslave the people at home. This in
itself is a progressive develooment, o

Neither Russia nor China nor Eastern Europe nor Yugoslavla can
build "socialism in one country" or even together "in one zone." If
in the period which opened in 1924, when a relatively more stable
- equilibrium prevailed, the building of socialism in one country was a

.reactionary, natlonallstic Utopia, then today it is completely fan=-
_ uastlc, and a cruel deception of the masses. ‘While significant gains
.'can be made here and there by the nationalization of the means of pro-
'olotion and the collectivization of agriculture, the distortion of
the economy of these countries as a result of the imperative needs of

the military situation makes peaceful planning, even on a modest scale.

far more difficult. The world is 1living in a perpetual state of war,
. 1literally on the edge of a precipice. The dark shadow of American

" imperialist might, and the terror of its military prowess is a pre-
ponderant element in the calculations of the large as well as the
small states. As long as the incubus of American finance capital

+ clings to the body of world economy no real long term sociallst plan-
~ning can be done anywhere on the globe. A world that is living in
"the shadow of the atomic bomb cannot but economically gear itself

- more and more towards warj that is, the forcible solution of irre-

. concillable contradictions which cannot be resolved in any other man--
" ner. That is the indelible outline of the stark reality. Whoever
preaches "“the neutralization of the two camps" for a long period, is
‘handing the masses a soporific pill while the bourgeolsie 1s sharpen—
: ing its daggere. '

\

22, The- metamorphosis of the USSR -~ the most strikina social

v.‘phénomenon in man's entire evolutiom -- presents a living soo1a1

- panorama that 1s truly staggering. This is scarcely to be wondered
at. It contalns within its broad bosom such an abundance of contra-
- dictions, contrasts, and nuances -- is so rich and variegated in con-
. tent -- combining horse=drawn vehicles with jet propelled planes ==
harnessing the energy of the peasant who still draws his water direct
~ from the well, while exploring the possibilities of the mountain-~
moving atom =~ a whole country moving at break-neck speed, and yet at
" a snall's pace =-- holding out the greatest hopes for the masses, and

‘yet dashing them to the ground every day, every hour =-- connected and

- interconnected with a thousand threads to the most distant and most
barbarous past, and yet serving as a beacon light for man's future =--
a vast labyrinthine soclal complex whose every sinew and muscle is
twined and inter-twined with the most suffocating and stifling over-
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growth>of parasitic fat. Such are some of the more obvious aspects
of a once isolated and struggling infant state that has now arisen to

‘the stature of a veritable giant. . ‘

A real analysis of the Soviet state can only be made with the aid
of what Lenin called "“the last word in scientific evolutionary
methods" -- dialectics. '"The essence of 1t," he took great pains to
show, "is the div151on of the one and the cognition of its contradic-
tory parts.” ‘ ‘

Where is the summer soldier in 1abor‘s,minor wars who has not
championed the Soviet Union when that social phenomenon appeared in
its "one-ness," i.,e., its unity, and as it is seen in relatively
stable equllibrium -~ "at peace with the world," and in harmonious

‘collaboration with labor's deadly enemies?

And who has not seen the erstwhile sycophant and purveyor of the

most infamous Stalinist dogmas who has suddenly awakened in the midst
‘of the cold war and now sees only "its contradictory parts" -- the

conglomerate mass of Stalinist distortions of the Soviet state? It
remained for Trotsky to show that the real essence of the objectilve
dialectics of the Soviet state lies not in its "one-ness" (the unity

of opposites in the body social, which is conditional, temporary and
‘relative) nor in its multitudinous contradictory parts (which are

merely objective manifestations of the hidden process), but in the

" "division of the one," (the struggle of opposites, which is absolute)
,and must inevitably result in n the separation of the revolutionany
© social structure from the reactionary super-structure. Therein lies

the essence not only of the Soviet Union but of dialectics itself !
This is the imperishable rock of Trotskyism, the only valid and con-

.sistently revolutionary Marxism of today.

23, In between capitalism and socialism lies ahead a rather

~ lengthy period of trgnsition. Since the advent of the October Revo-

lution, it has generally been recognized to be more protracted in

.- character than was originally conceived in the pre-monopoly days of
"~ capitalism, It must now also be fully recognized that to the transi-

tion between capitalism and sociallism there also corresponds another
1engthy parallel transition, a .transition in the development of the

o proleuariat from the. stage of non- consciousness to con501ousness.

Like all other elements in the material evolution of man, Con=-
sciousness is subject to the same laws of movement -~ of slow quantita-
tive growth, of leaps forward and breaks, of the transformation of

" quantity into quality, etc. ~- as all other phenomena. The successive
. breakdowns of the First, Second and Third Internationals-can be con-
. - celved as breaks in the evolution of the consciousness of the prole-
. tariat. These breaks correspond to, or rather follow on the heels of,
* . giant rifts in the materisl struggle of the classes, arising from

thelr Incompatible roles in the process of.production. The reflec-
tion of this in the consciousness of the working class, particularly

»f in its vanguardy are true-to-law developments, conforming inexorably
to objective law. Rather than evincing the reign of the arbitrary,
‘they demonstrate that consciousness, like all other elements in social

development, is the product of a deep inner 1awfulness.

. The victory of the Thermidorean over the revolubionary tendency
in the struggla of social fo;oes following the October~Revolution was

N
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the greatest break in the development of the consciousness of the .
working class. The revolutionary tendency fell in combat as a result
of the concentratiocn of all the material and social forces of the .

- bourgeoisie against an isolated and besieped fortress of the world

revolution. .The centralism of the imperialist bourgeoisie triumphed

" over the revolutionary centralism of the proletariat, and produced a -

~.monstrous reaction in the bureaucratic absolutism of Stalinism,

2k, Our movement will triumph over sll its ideologicai enemies,

»ahd lead the world proletariat to ultimate victory by remorselessly
- and relentlessly exposing before all the world the inherent contradie-
tion and ultimate separation of the virus that is Stalinism from the

bacillus that 1s the revolution, inherent in the structure of a whole

‘,‘7°.group of workers' states comprising almost half the population of the

~world. The latter demands of us that we passionately, loyally and

- devotedly defend them against all their enemies from within and from
 without. Failure to do it boldly and courageously wlll result in a
"+ breach of revolutionary duty not only to the workers and peasants in

B era> A /’&’m{/fv eplisrmtily < fofauiicd T

those states, but to the world proletariat as well, Equally impera-

tive is the consistent, energetic and absolutely uncompromising ex-"

; posure of the perfidious role of Stalinism all over the world. In

~
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}_the daily prosecution of these tasks as part and parcel of the general‘
© " world-wide prosecution of the class struggle we will grow strong and
.soon count our followers by the millions. o

25, This is not the summer of Stalinism, but- its Indian Summer.
This is not the Winter of laber's historical role, but that of S
capital'sy and its golden bloody dusk now settling all over the globe

~heralds not the long night of reaction but the relative (even though
- 1t may be total) darkness of the equinox before the storming of the
"~ heavens by the proletariat. : o R '

.
i

- October 29, 1950°
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