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SPEECH ON_OUR OLUTI
By J. Meyer
(Delivered to a New York City Membership Meeting, April 19, 1949.)

It 1s now some nine months, ten months, since our last national
convention, That convention, as you know, adopted a position on the
Negro question, It was not exactly a new position, but at least it
was a position sharpened, clarified, brought up to datej it opened up
a particular perspective for the party, in relation to our experiences,
and in relation to the general status to which the Negro struggle and:
the struggle of the proletariat have brought this particular question,

Now ten months have passed -- it is an unusually long time for
the beginning of a discussion on a convention resolution, Neverthe~
less there were reasons and it gives us some advantages. We have had
the opportunity of further reflection and, in this intensive period in
which we live, we have had certain experiences by which we can judge
our resolution, We -can extend it., We can, if necessary, amend it,
And we can develop further perspectives from the consideration that
we have had of i1t, and from the events that have taken place, Cor-
rections, emendations, additions, extensions, are all in order. None
of a qualitative degree, because qualitative developments of political
positlons are matters for the Political Committee and the party itself
extends them in a party convention,

Buty nevertheless, over the past months we have scen what has
happened in the country at large and we have been able to test our
resolution by it,

Firsty now, to review briefly what the resolution states.

The most striking section of the resolution made it quite clear
that for us the independent Negro struggle had a validity of its own,
and was a constituent part of the struggle for socialism, not to be
looked upon in any way as episodic, On the other hand, the resolution
did not weeken but strengthened the basic position that only socialism
can solve the humiliation and the degradation from which the Negro
people suffer in the United States, Thirdly, we decided, after taking
all this into consideration, that the NAACP is the most powerful, the
best known, and in its way the most effcctive Negro organization and
should be the Negro organizaticn in which the party should concentrate
that part of its work., And we decided also that in order to fight
against thc various problems and difficulties that the Negro question
imposos upon us in the trade unions and in the party, it was neces-
sary to bulld up a body of Merxist ideas, Marxist history, Marxist
analysis, Marxist perspectives, in order to drive out all bourgeois
ideas on the Negro question, &e recognized that we had constantly to
fight the powerful infiltration not only in crude but in subtle ways
of American bourgecois race prejudicc, not only into the labor move=-
ment but even into the ranks of the party,

And, finally, we came to the conclusion that in taking this posi=
tlon on the Negro question and in struggling for it, we were going
beyond the Negro question. It i1s so important in the general life
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and political life of the United States that fundemental and revoltue
tionary positions taken on it inevitably go beyond. And the party,
by making its position on the Negro question clear, its revolutionary
positiony would not only be coming forward as the leader of Negroes,
it would be making clear not only to Negroes, but to the workers and
the whole country our determination to do everything within our power
to assist the proletariat in the overthrow of bourgeois society,

Now we arc able this cvening to do a few things., (1) To look
and see how far the dcvelopment of political events in the country
have strengthencd the position we tooks (2) to tzke a glimpse, and
no more than a glimpse, beccause we cannot do everything in one evening,
at the miliev in which we decided to work -- the NAACP -- and the
social and political foreces that are playing on it, And finally, this
evening, to place before you the results of discussions among those
nmembers of the Political Commitiece who are specifically interested,
or rather who guide the Negro work, to give you some idea of some
theorctical perspectives that we have for an idcological offensive
against onc of our main enemies on the Negro question -- the Staline
ists,

Thesc threce arc very closely related to the fundamental politi-
cal position that we took at the convention. Thisy I hardly nced
remind you, is the beginning of a discussion on thcsc points, Some
are difficult and some not fully developed, We will attempt to clari-
fy these in the discussion and then we can go on further,

Now, since the convention, we have had the elections and the
civil rights program and the civil rights fiasco in Congress, One
thing is perfcetly clear: if the Negro question dominated the politi-
cal life of the country in the pre-election period, if President
Truman, thc Democratic Party's Scnator Humphrey and Chester Bowles
and the rest of them mobilized the Democratic Party for the election
on the Negro question, the Negro question has not subsided in any
way. It has dominated the political scene from the beginning of the
81st Congress to the proscnt date,

Every important bill, cvery imnortant measure, the clash of the
Republican and Democratic partics in Congress, have centcred around
the question of civil rights and the filibuster, It is porfectly
clear,y therefore, that what took place before the clections was no
merc episodical matter, but that the Negro question is rooted deceply
in the political 1life of the country in goneral and in the 1ife of
the capitalist poarticsy both outside and inside Congress,

Now the question of the filibuster goes, not only from the point
of view of the working class but cven from tho point of view of the
bourgeoisio, far beyond the Negro question, 1Is a mincrity in Congress
to lose the right to speak, or rather I would put it this wvay -- is
it to find itsclf in a situation where it can be cut off at any time
by a majority? I don't think that thet is a matter that we should
treat lightly from the point of view of the bourgeois Congress, It
isn't our business rcally, but from their point of view -- and we will
-havey I hopey quite a number of people in Congress beforc very long --
1t is not an unimportant question, And the Congress has been faced
with it., The answer td thot from their point of view is very simple,
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Keep your rules for the protection of minorities in Congress if you
want toj just pass the civil rights bill,  But that they will not do,
And 1t vecomes perfectly clear to everyone that the question of the
rules of Congress and the procedures and the means by which minority
rights in Congress are protected -~ all this 1s done only at the
expense of an infinitely greater, more important minority of the coun-
try at large == the millions of Negro people,

If we take the Taft-Hartley Bill, we can see that this filibuster
episode in Congress has been tied up, inextricably linked with the
Taft-Hartley Law, because many have advanced the idea that it is bettar .
not to fight the Southerners upon this civil rights question because
of the more important questions to come, c.g., the repeal of Taft-
Hartley. They are going to find out, if they don't know it already,
that the defeat which they have experienced upon the civil rights
Bill and the question of the filibuster most certainly will not
strengthen, but weaken the fight on Taft-Hartley, There has been a
mobilization of reactionary forces, all the reactionary forces in
Congressy precisely around civil rights and the filibuster, that is
to say, around the Negro question, the question of Negro emancipation, .
And the various forces have seized this as a means whercby they can
mobilize themselves to block the wishes of the peopley which, whatever
we may think of President Truman and his Democratic Party, were fairly
clearly expressed in the pre-clection campaign and in the campaign
itself, I don't want to go into more detail, but it is perfectly
clear that there is not the Negro question on one side and then, after-
wirdsy other questions of the political life of the country, The
Negro question is in the very heart of the general political struggle,
and this is proved by what took place before the clectiony during the
elcctiony and now after the election,

You will nctice that our friends, the labor lcaders, have nothing
to say. They have preferred to keep quiet on this issue., They have
left 1t to the Negro leaders, and one or two of the official Demo-
cratic Party leaders, About that I don't want te speak very much
this evening, It is a much broader question in the 1life cf the party
than the Negro question. I only wish to point out this., Onec of our
comrades in Detroit, onc of the lcading comrades there, told some of
us at the last Plenum that last summer he attended a week's school
or holiday or camp -~ something held by the Reuther forccs of the UAW
in Detroity and he said that in thc early part of this period of a
weck or two weeks or whatever it was, there was great demcoralization
because the workers on the whole were doubtful of the sincerity of the
attempts that Trumon was making to revitalize the Democratic Party.
Then at the convention Scnator Humphrey made a national reputation for
himselfy, he and the Amcricans for Democratic Action, by forcing the
civil rights plank into the political platform of the Democratic Party,
And when the news came to Detroit, the Reuther forces got an argumont
at last by which they could go to the working class in order to give
it courage and energy to struggle during the clections. This action
on civil rights, they sald, this wes proof that Truman and the Dem-
ocratic Party werc serious about rcally giving some expression to the
wishes of the workers, the Nogrocs, and those who were feeling the
weight of Republicen recction,

Now that 1s not going to be forgotten, The Negro question was
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used as the means of lifting the Democratic Party and mobilizing the
proletariat to struggle during the elections., The labor leaders wish
to forget that now and they keep quiet, But it is not going to be
forgotten, as I see it, This betrayal, because a betrayal it is, upon
the Negro question in Congress, 1s widely spread before the whole pop=-
ulation, This must inevitably not only have subjective effects, but
will have uvltimately tremendous political influence upon the future
development of the working class, We need have no doubt about that,
It is an exemplification of the fundamental thesis that we put for-
ward, one of the main points that we made at the last convention.

Now just to develop it more theoretically, At the present time,
what is one of the questions that is shading the country as a whole?
The question of civil rights, the civil rights of the whole country,
So that civil rights for Negroes and the fate of c¢ivil rights for
Negroesy is merely an exceptional, an intense exemplification, of the
question of c¢ivil rights in the country as whole, All that we shall
be able to develop in time, It will become increasingly clear. We
who have a political line which embodies these ideas will be able to
foreseey tc point out, and to act in accordance, That is the value
of a correct Marxist political position,

Now what has been the response of those sections of the popula=-
tion who are most vitally interested to what has taken place in Con-
gress? We made it clear in the resolution, that the Negroes were not
only thinking in a certain way but that by their own instinctive
reactionsy the oppression, their difficulties, they have also been
acting instinctively, and we felt that they were receptive to the
conclusions of Marxism from the objective situation in which they
were involved in societye.

Now 1t has been most gratifying to watch the response of the
Negro pressy the Negro publicists, to what has taken place in Congress.
Thc best of them have not, on the whole, concentrated on the reaction=-
ary group of Southerncrs who have held up the processes which were
initiated in the Democratic Party, HKothing of the sort, Their atti-
tude has becn on the whole plain and decisive., They say that those
who are responsible are the Democratic Party and the Truman Adminise-
tration., But not only that, they have gone further,

Lem Gravcsy the Washington correspondent of the Pit
Courier has written an article in which from his own bourgeols, some=
what cynical point of view, he put his finger upon the central issue.
He says that the struggle today is between reactionary capitalism
and socialism, (I think hc has some idea that socialism is totalitare
ian, that it means state ownership, and suppression of the people,
It is not too cleary but I think that is the idea that he has.,) But
he says that the struggle today is betwcen capitalism and socialism on
a world-wide scale, He says this struggle for civil rights in Congress
gave Congress the opportunity to show whether the American democratic
system had in it the flexibility to decal with grave problems in such
a way as to prevent the country going to the extremes of socialism,
He sald the behavior of the Southern Congressmen, the weakness of the
leaders of the Democratic Party, the supineness and opportunism of the
Republicansy have shown that the American democratic system in Congress
is quitc unable to handle a situation of this kind, He said: they
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. have had the:ttest and they have falled, And that is his final cone
clusion from what has taken place in Congress on civil rights, With
an extraordinary clarity, he says that nobody expects Congress to pass
regulations which will abolish the humiliation and degradation of
Negroes in the individual States, He said that nobody expected that,

A1l that you could have expected was g_gj%ﬁgggggﬁ§§_$g§;3;gg by the
Administration, But, he saidy even that they couldn't do, ‘

' ‘The Ppittsburgh Courier goes further and says in a very powerfully
written and dramatically presented leading article that it is clear
that now Negroes have nothing to expect either from the Democrats or
Republicans, We hear (said the editorial) that Reuther and other members
of the labor movement are contemplating th: formation of a Labor Party

and we have to wait on them and hope that from them we will get some
opportunity to gain what are our rights in the country,

Right throuvgh the best known elements of the Negro press, which
I follow recasonably clesely, there is this sentiment that the Demo=
cratic Party as a whole was responsible. As one writer said, for 75
years the Democratic Party has never passed one picce of legislation
which assisted the Negro people in any way, why should we expect any-
thing from them today? Thcre is this clear recognition that it was
not only the Negroes that have been deceived, but the aAmecrican politi-
cal system has been tricd and found wanting, The Negro people, begin-
ning on this particular issuc and branching out into the others, have
siiovn themselves right in the forefront of an vnderstanding of what
is taking place, not only in regard to those matters that touch them
particularly, but in the way that they are forced to look beyond their
immediate situation and civil rights on the Negro struggle, to the
general political crisis today and the role of Congress in this crisis,
I think that is very satisfactory for us, to those people to whom
we are speaking, to thosc pcople who read our press, and for our own
gulidance, It 1s clcar that we have a linc. And a line which can
help us to understand and to take action to correspond.

Now within the last fow months somcthing clse has been taking
place, We have had the advance, littlc by little, of what secms to
be the beginnings -- I don't want to tale any prophesies upon myself --
of a deprcssion, Now the bourgecois press and the labor movement point
out the statistics,y and give indications, But those are nothing to
what is apparcnt from the Negro press waek after wcek, The various
bureaus of thc Negro press, perticularly the Pittsburgh Courjer, week
after week,y send in matcrial and show what 1s happening to Negroes
in industry after industry, £nd if there may be some doubt as to
what is taking place in the organized labor movement as a whole, among
the Negroes therc is no question whatcver that as far as they are
concerned, the depression is hcre,

Now in the recsolution we spoke of not losing sight of the fact
that socialism is the only solutionj the proletarian way, as opposcd
to "the Amcrican way." And I have noticed in the Negro pressy, and
it has been going clong side by side with the struggle over the civil
rights programy a gradual rcclization during the last few months that
the Ncgroes are up against problems to which they can see at the
prcsent time 1little solution, For them the question of unemployment
is ticd up with civil rights, and a peaceable lifc with whitcs in the
communitics in which they live,
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From Chicago comes information that there is a bitter dispute
golng on there because thousands of Negroes continually come from the
South into thesc neighborhoods, It is claimed that they are a burden
to the city in the sense that they have to get relief, They are a
burden to the hospitals, The police have a great deal of difficulty
with them, And the city authorities find themselves in a situation
where thoy themselves say if this goes on, that it is inevitable that
racial disorders, conflicts of all kinds, are bound to result, partic-
ularly in a depression and social crisis of any sort, The conflict
is going on now., The Negro press points out that the attitude now is
that these Negroes who come from the South are foreigners. "They"
come to "ogur! Chicago and make a lot of trouble here, Why don't they
stay where they belong? And what is very striking in this information,
and this discussion, is no one can see any way out, Nothing can be
donec,

Very closely rclated to this question of unemployment is the
housing question, Congrecss can pass or not pass housing bills, And
municipalities can propose and even carry out some projects. But the
Negro petty-bourgecoisie knows what the Negro situation is and Con-
gressman Powell himself has stated that Harlem is a placc which was
built for a querter of a million people, but now has half a million
people, That obscrvation expresses the fundamental contradiction,
How are you going to solve that? No kind of bill in Congress can
solve 12. And the Negro petty-bourgeoisie and the city authorities
sce that, '

Now this has dcveloped over the last few months very sharply.
So that in addition to what has taken place in Congress, in addition
to the fiasco over civil rights, in addition to the bankruptey of
Congress as a mecans of cxpressing the will of the peopley we have here
a general cconomic situation, the question of the depression and a
gencral situation with rcgerd to housing in the country that strike
at the Negroes with extra sharpness. These areabsolutely insoluble
problems facing the Negroes, I think it is legitimate, not only
abstractly but from what we see taking placey for us to conclude and
be able to secey that there 1is developing with great rapidity among
the Negro pecople at any retc, the opportunity for us to place before
themy not only our basic point that we introduced so sharply as to
the validity of the independent struggle for Negro rights, but also
the question of tho social revolution, the soclalist transformation
of soclety as the only solution to the problems that arc facing them,

I think it is lecgitimate to say that, 1I'll put it this way.
Among the Ncgro pcople from their objective conditions there is a
growing feeling that they are up against a situation in which a blank
wall faces them, All sorts of solutions that used to be placed upon
them are uscless today, Every opportunity is given to us to be able
to put before them today, in their organizations, or wherever we mcet
themy the basic solution, the prolctarian solution, the revolutionary
solutiony thec socialist %ransformation of society, as the only solu=-
tion to what faces them. There is no other, And it is fairly clear
that they arc beginning to feel, not that there is a socialist solu-
tiony but that they can sce no solution satisfactory among all those
that their leaders and bourgeois parties are putting before them. I
think that over the last months, thesc ideas by which we 1live, which
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we stand for, and which we have to push forward, these ideas have made
great progress in the country at large, and offer very fine opportuni-
ties for us,. *

Now so far then on the two basiec questions, First, the validity
of the independent Negro struggle, its inter-relation with the politi-
cal 1life of the country at large, the significance of the situation
of Negroes which enables them to anticipate, to pose, to inject ideas,
methods of struggle, perspectives, which, though beginning in rela-
tion to their own specific situation, branch out into the more general
perspectives of the country, And, secondly, the slow grinding of the
general economic crisis, with specific relation to unemployment and
the housing crisis which places the Negroes in a situation where they
can see no way out,

The next thing I want to take up is where we proposed to work.
We have ideas and we can't just keev on telling them to one another.,
We have ideas and we decided that we would work in the NAACP, the
organization which gathers togsther great bodies of Negroes, which
offers us a medium where we can put forward our ideas, gain contacts,
learn ebout the Negro struggle, and get ourselves knowvn to groups,
individuals,y as a political organization, to great numbers of the
Negro peoplee.

Now during the last cight or nine months, the NAACP has been
undergoing a change., I think I can go so far as to say a definite
crisis,

Some of you may have noticed this hysteria, the frantic striking
to right and to left by the distinguished Walte? White, the leader of °
the NAACP, during the reccnt crisis, He actually wrote a letter of
protest to The Militant, WNow I respect The Mllitant as much as any-
body elsey but I was astonished that he should go out of his way to
write to us, 3ut hc has bcen quarrelling with everybody. He has
guarrelled with members of the National Committee of the Democratic
Party; hc has quarrelled with the Chairmon of the Democratic Party;
he has quarrelled with the leader of the House, He has said that %he
Democratic Party has again been defeated, He said another Appomattox
has tcken place. There is one especially bitter romark, He said, that
to look at the conduect of Senator Lucas, Democratic leader in the
Senate, it would scem as if Governor Thurmond the Dixiecrat, and not
Presicdent Truman, had won the election.

Now White's individual idiosyncrasles do not concern us particu-
larly, but I think his hysteria shows that the NAACP is at present
in great difficultics, 4nd I want to spend a few moments on this,
not too much, bccause we have discussed this in articles in the
weekly press and the F,I. will be taking up this question, and we
need to get morc detailed information from the comrades., But I will
§§y to give you what scems to bc happening to the NAACP at the prescnt

me,

That organization has over 500,0C0 members, and the most active
part of the NAACP is in the South., And very important and very heroiec
actions arc carried on under the banner of the NAACP in the South,
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In one of the states there the other day the veterans, after a favor-
able decision of the Supreme Court about elections, brought down the
Negro people to where they had to sign, and they stood there with
their coats open and guns in their pockets, The Supreme Court makes
decislons, They are printed in the press, The },Y,Times says that
this is_evidence of progress; we are getting on fine, if 2 little
slow, But it is the Negro veterans, and the Negro militants in the
South who carry out thesc decisions, ,

But in the West, and in the East, and in the North, the NAACP
with a large book membership is doing nothing, And I think White has
reaidzcd, and some of the othors too -- I have some information --
that the NAACP cannot continue in the course that it is in at the
present time, It cannot continue to play with reactionary, conservoe
tive elements as it has donc in the past., The Urban League has taken
thet over for itself,

You noticed in the last article in the F,I. that the Urban League
has gonc to Amcrican Tel., & Tel,, General Motorsy and a whole bunch of
big capitalistiec organizations in this country, and has arranged with
them privately to cmploy o certain number of white-collar Nogroes,
technieiansy scientists, ete. -- a certoin number -- in their offices.
‘That has becn arranged,

Furthermore, vou will remember seeing in Life the other day that
the Urban Leoague gave, I think, the Beaux Arts Ball in Harlem, And
Winthrop Rockcfeller and a whole bunch of his friends were there, And
I «1n informed that Rockefeller went to Life who didn't want to send a
rcporter and he saidy "You have to." He got their best reporter and
tock him vp there and hed all their pictures taken and they appeared
in Life, He wants to be Mayor of New York, I am told, and the Negro
vote is important, The Urban Leaguc is moving in that sphere,

Rockefeller isn't going to have it as easily as he thinks, I
noticed last week, or ten dnys ago, the Urban League -- the Negro is
very cynical, very sophisticated -- they had Mayor O'Dwver give a
party at his private home for the Urban Lcague for some other fund
they are having, So they are playing both sides,

And there was a Mrs, Cowles, I think, who is a co-cditor of the
magazine Look, She gave an intervicw to the press in which she said
that the Negro question is now of great importance and she is going
to bring a whole body of professional women to hclp in the solution
of this question, under the avspices of the Urban League.

As yon may have noticed in the article in Life it was carefully
stated that the Urban Leaguc was 2 "conscrvative' Negro organization,.
Absolutely corrcet, No Communism there at all, The Urban Lcague
is moving in those circles and the NAACP has boen pushed out of them.

The NALCP used to be run by a bunch of lawyers, doctors, parsons,
and the rest of them., But thesc pcovle today are all out of the
movement of things., The decisive cloments in any Negro community
today are the working class clements. They are reasonably well-cduca=-
tcd. Politically and socially thcy arc more sonhisticated than the
Ncgro petty~bourgeoisic, ifter some Negroes have been through the UAW,
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and pro-Stalinisty, and anti-Stalinist caucuses, they more or less
understand some politics, much more than these Negro petty-bourgeois
do, They are energetic, they understand organization, It is obvious
that those are the elements of the future,

Now some sort of a struggle is going on in the leadership of the
NAACP, Some of them even say that when something is formed by labor
we will join, But it 1s my opinion that they, like the labor leader-
ship, are scared stiff of the Negro working class, However, they
cannot stay where they are indefinitely, they have to move, Further-
morcy they took the lead in mobilizing a great deal of support for
the Democratic majority and for Truman., The result has been a fiasco,
a complete fiasco. What to do next?

They are pressed on one side by the Urban League. Their organiza-
tions are doing nothing at all., The elements who have led in the past
are bankrvpt, They are very scared of going to the Negro masses,
really,y and basing their organization upon them, There is a great
-deal of talk about it, They may even pass a resolution to that effect
at the next convention but it will mean nothirg, There are 40,000
Noegroes in the Detroit organization and many of them are workers,

They can take the organization away from the Ncgro fakers entirely,
In great important centers where there are great numbers of Negro
workersy they are in great difficulty as to what 4o do, And that is
the situation at the present time,

There arc certein other advantageous tcndencies in the country as
a whole which we will have to examine vcry closely. You will notice
first of all that on the campuses, the Negro aquestion is vital, There
is 2 wave of scntiment whosec origins go very far back into the history
of the United States, On the question of civil rights for Negroes,
there is a zowerful feeling among students on campuscs, not only among
-students, hut among teachers. The President of Vossar rccently said
that she wnnted Negroes to come there, they would be welcome, The
Bryn Yawr students said they would like to have some Negroes there,
Yale and Swmith and Howard cxchange 20-25 students, men and women, over
weekends, the visits are on a basis of social equality and arc very
sucecessful, There is an idcologicel and idealistic nced on the pert
of many of the sivdents to do what is right in regard to Negroes,
and meny professors are assisting them. 3ut not only on compuses, If
you wetch the press, you will sce that organizations for the assisting
of Negroes to gain all sorts of rights, are almost as numerous as the
number of wrongs the Negroces suffer from, In every part of the
country, cvcry scction of society, these organizations have been
formed, And they go running to loeal mayors, they go down to Washing-
ton, Kany of these arc political fakers. Tﬂere is Herbert Bayard
Scope, There is for example Patterson, Sceretary of Jar, Right at
the top leading, in every group that you can find, 1s the Catholic
church, Today it pushes itself forwarcd as among the most militant
fighters for Negro rights. And among all these protesting groups you
will always find a member of the CIO and cven sometimes of the AFL, but
ho usually stays behind, he doesn't say much, hc doesn't want to get
himself into too mueh troublc, bccause he knows the dynamnite that 1is
involved, Mut they all go together, And, thereforc, you find arong
the petty-bourgeoisie and these elements tremendous activity on the
Negro question, but also some very elever petty-bourgeois politicians
Wwho run to the lead to prevent this movement getting out of hand,



-10 74_4

In the article in the F.I. also,y I pointed out that the Adminis-
tration is meking an attempt to incorporate certain petty-bourgecis
Negrocsy social equality and all, in order to bec able to gain some
sort of strength, some sort of support, They cannot allow the working
clasg movenient to be in absolute control of the struggle for Negro
I'igh Se

Now these are all the forces that are moving at the present time,
Everything is in a sort of turmoil, Nobody knows exactly what is
going to herpen, The civil rights fiasco has put the problem of civil
rignts back on to the publiic mind. And in the center of this is the
NAACP, Bcecausc naturzlly, as all the petty=-bourgeols whites: in these
various organizations begin to move to the Negro and the Negro ques-
tion,y somc of them go towards the Urban Lecgue and others to the
NAACP, This is a nmecns of showing friendliness and so forth to the
Negroes, Somc of these politiclans are very impertinent by the way.
That Rooscvelt, Junior, who is trying to become a member of Congress
for some district in New York, actually gives an interview to the
Post. He is intcrested in politics -- No. 1, and No, 24 he says that
he is interested in particular on the question of civil rights for
Negrocs, All of them are nowadays, always, ie said what is needed
is to tecach the workcrs. BHe related how "we" had a meeting the other
day in Park Lane and there were Negro members of the committec., (I
dare say they were some members of the Urban League or the NAACP,)

And he said that "naturally" they came to the house, But it was the
elevator boy and the maid and the rcst of the servants who objected
to their coming...- It was Roosevelt's view that some education on
cquality for Negroes was nceded among the workers. If only the work-
ers would accept the high ideals of himself and his friends in Park
Lane, everything would be 0.K., on the civil rights question., We are
going to remind him of that, I hope, during this campaign.

That is the general situation, A lot of new forces, of a general
social and political naturc, arc taking shape, And the NAACP natur-
ally forms the center of this. And it docsn't know exactly which way
to go and cxactly what to do.

. Now for us who arc to go in there and who are in there working,
this offcrs grecat oppertunitics., Wo in the NAACP rcproscent the pro-
letariat, We must remember that all this agitation about civil
rights, and thc situation in Congress, and the great activity among
the American pcoplc 2s a whole in regard to giving Negroes their
rights, all hos been made possible by the working class, It began

in the CIO., 4ind organizers and rank and file prcletarians went out
to win over Negroes to solidarity -- it is told in onc of the finest
books ever writtcn con thc CIO, a book by Cayton and Mitchell called
"Black Workcrs in thie New Unions," And page after page there you
will sce cxample after cxample of ordainary rank and file workers going
to Negrocs and breaking the prcjudices down, in a social way, in a
fricndly way, winning them over and inviting them to their houscs,
telking to them,y making the Ncgroes feel at home in meetings and in
private houscs, in order tc help build the CIO. When the question

of Negro rights as a nccessity becaric CIO policy, and long bafore the
Democratic Party and the rest of them, the prolctariat, dcspite the
trecachery of the labor lecdership, posed this question, worked at it,
estcblished it, and began pushing it forward,
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: Now at the present time, owlng to the bankruptcy and the fears

of the leadership, the proletariat is practically out of the struggle
on the national scene, The Truman Administration, these petty-bour-
geols organizations, every political faker who wants to get on the

band wagon and pose as a liberal, the Catholic church, and the rest

of them, they are the ones who are in the limelight on the Negro ques=-
tion, and all of them are running here and therc, protesting, sending
telegrams,y while the working class movement stays quiet because the
“labor leadership stays quiet,

Now the question of the labor leadership is not our business here
today., But the question of the petty-bourgeois leadership, the NAACP
petty-bourgeois leadership, is our business as far as the Negro ques=-
tion is concerned, And we in the press, in discussions, and so forth,
are going to do our best to follow these developments closely so that
our comrades in the NAACP will be armed and ready there to represent
Marxism in gencral and the working class in particular,

I think I am entitled to say -- I am speaking with a certain
amount of caution because things haven't crystallized as yet -- but
I am entitled to say that the forces at work are reasonably clear, We
have got better opportunities than we had at the time of the conven-
tion to mcke a real political intervention in the actions of the NAACP,
and in the general activities of that organization, It is in crisis.
Social forces of 2ll types are in movement in and around it., The
leaders =- this I know for a fact -- feel that the next step for them
is to basc themselves upon the working class, They don't want to do
it, We will help them, with their consent or without, with their
assistance or without, But that is our task, And what we have seen
in the last w months is bound to increase and intensify over the
next period,

I am not taking up here at all actual party work in the NAACP,
not at all, that is not our businesss this evening, although it will
come up in time., We arc observing politiceal trends. And whether the
labor leadcrs say it or not, it is perfectly obvious to any thinking
person that what has hapnoned so far or the civil rights question in
Congress is bound to have tremendous effects upon what is going to
happen to the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act, And I think it is
correcct to say that over the last few months, and particularly since
the activities of tho 8lst Congressy the Negro question and the labor
question have growvn much closer together, That is going to appear
more and more clearly &s time goes on,

I think it is along those lines that our discussion should take-
place, First of all, what we said about the validity of the lndepen=-
dent Negro struggle, nothing has happcned during the last nine months
to weaken thaty in rcgard to the question of socialism as the only
solution to the Negro question, nothing has happened to weaken that
either, Then in regard to where we should work, I think it is clear
now that we have infinitely greater opportunities from the fact of
the crisis in the NAACP, the nccessity for some change, the forces
that are playing upon i%, the necessity of the intervention of the
-proletariat, with ourselves as rcpresentatives of the proletariat,
and our cn~pacity to explain and analyze and give a politicecl direction
inside that organization, That is why I say we have gained defini-
tively over the last iew months,
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We also have to look to our rivals, In the NAACP at the present
time we have secn a revival, & recrudescence I should say, of the
Stalinists, In September 1947, the Stalinists held a Plenum in which
the Ncgro question occupied a central place, They have published
a mass of materizl, they have started to reorganize themselves, I
am going to show you some of what they are saying. And they have
entered into the NAACP with great force over recent months, so much
so that the NAACP has had to publish in its journal an editorial
which has been rcprinted and broadcast all over the country, warning
their membership and warning the public as a whole of their past
activities and infiltration of the Stalinists into the NAACP,

You may have scen what happened in the press recently in which
a Negro grouping which went to protest about housing found itself
under the control of the Stalinists, It was challenged as Stalinist
and there was a serlous crisis in what was intended to be a move to
assist the Negro people 1in protesting against disceriminatory housing
regulations, Now the Stalinists have forces that we have not got. .
I have been hearing how they act in one of a series of areas in the
suburbs and up-state, Someone who was connected with the movoment
for many years gocs over to an NAACP meeting, He says he goes in
and he sees his old friend -~ I do not want to ¢all real names,
Jack Thomas, who was secretary of the YCL ten years agoy who ropre~-
scents the so=-and-so Tenants League, He sees another friend, Willilc
Thompson, over there who was secretary of the CP ten years ago, He
renresents the Negro Fousing Defense Association, He says by the
time you have electecd, it does not matter how you try, a bunch of
Stalinists are in that committee and they go right ahead with their
rolicies, They begin by protesting against Negro housing, and the
next thing you find you are passing resolutions and demonstrating in
front of the Australien Embassy against something happening in China,

But ncvertheless, they have the forces, And they have their
eyes set on the NAACP and in thils crisls they propose to capture as
much as they can, And the NAACP is fighting them, but they can't
fight them properly because they have not got the basis,

So that while the opportunities in the NAACP are enormous, we
have dircct cnemies, The Stalinists are working very hard to recov-
er from tho difficultics they forced upon themselves by thelr course
during the last few years, :

Now among those of us who are rosponsible for the Negro work,
we have been discussing this gquestion and we are well on the way
towards opening a scrious theorcticel offcnsive against the Stvalinists

Therce are two aspects on this: The question of the Stalinists
on the Negro questiony the shifts and changes which corresponded to
the shifts and changes of the general 1"oscow line, We have a pamphlet
on that question coming, We hope we will get 1t out soon, But this
is something clsé, This is a direct attack upon the Stalinist line
and their whole attituvde on the Negro question, which has becn laid
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down ovéf the yeérs, and we believe that we will be‘able to attack
them herc and give them some blows on this question such as they have

not had beforc, -‘And the opportunity is ripe not only in regard ta the
Stalinists but also in regard to the Negro people as a whole,

Now this is not going to be so easy. I am going to have to read
a certain number of extracts, I don't like to do this, but it will
help you tc get some general conceptions of what we are going to try
to do,

Now I will begin by pointing out that the Stalinist party has
made a significent change in its attitude to the Negro question and
to the 1lifc of their party as a vhole, I am going to read you some
extracts from some of their rccent publications, particularly the
Scptember 1948 Pelitical Affairs, the convention issue. They sey:
"In 1856 it was the issuc of slavery that brought into being the new
Anti-Slavery Republican Party, In 1948, an entirely different period
of history, it is the Negro question again, which is helping to
hasten the doom of the present decadent two-party monopoly."

Now you. sce that gounds very much like what we are saying, When
we attempt to deal with Negro intellectuals and maybe some Stalinists,
and somec not Stalinists but who follow the Stalinist thinking, this
sort of thing dcesn't scem on the surface so very different from the
kind of position wg arc putting forward. They, the Stalinists, say
that the Ncgroes arc sparking the fight for democracy against Wall
Strcet'!s ¢rive toward fascism, Agoin, as so often with the Stalinists,
it does not sound so very different from the position that we are
putting forward, In fact, it scemg more in advance, We don't say,
for instance, that the Negrocs arce gparking the fight against Wall
Street's drive toward fascism, The Stalinists say: "They (the -
Negroes) arc svarking the fight for democracy and against Wall Strcet's
drive towards fascism. The high poirnt recchcd by the Negro pcople
in their anti-fascist liberation siruggles is a positive factor of :
outstanding significancc to the entirc labor and democratic movements,!

Here 1s cnother extract: "“Ono of the outstanding examples of
the Negro pcoples' fight for unity within their own ranks and with
their white allies was the historic Junc 2 mass lobby in Washington
where the Independent Non-Partisan Committege for the Passage of Civil
Rights, joined with the committee, (cte., cte,). £4nd it was this,
perhaps nmore than any other factor, that broke the committee's back
and contributed to tho defecat of the Hitlerite Mundt Bill."

Now I don't know but I haven't secn in the past -- I havon't
pald so much attention, perhaps -- this narticular ncte in Stalinist
politics about the Ncgro question, They say again:

"The most fundamcntal and historic contribution of our Party
in the recent period was the hammering out of a Marxist-Leninist
position on the Negro question in the Deccmber 1946 Plenum,"

This mecans something when they say that the most impertant theo-
~retical work of their party in tho last two or threce years was a ham=-
mering out of 2 position on the Nezgre guestion.
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That same extract says finally: "..,the adoption c¢f this posi=
tion is beginning to improve the work of our party, the lag being due
primarily to the inadequate grasp among large numbers of our white
cadres of the conclusions flowing from this position." You see, it
sounds very much like Marxism,

They say it 1s also to the credit of our party that it alone has
pointed out the decisive and inter-dependemnt relation between the :
struggle for Negro rights and the peoples! resistance to the drive of
the big monopolies toward world domination, war and fascism,

Then there is another aspect, They speak quite openly about what
has been taking place jinside their party. They say that self-criticism
is necessary, But they add, "At the same time discontent alone,
wholly negative 'beefing', self-annihilation, and merciless belaboring
of our Party, falsely ascribing to it the principal responsibility
for the present unprecedented assaults upon Negro rights, is not con-
structive criticism and self-criticism.,"” It is clear from the other
excerpts that there have been serlous attacks upon the party leader-
igipépupon what has been taking place upon the Negro question inside
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They say also the right-opPortunist danger has been the main
danger in their party's work, "Particularly has this been reflected
emong certain white trade-union cadres, with harmful consequences,"
You remember, we dealt with that also in our resolution,

Cn the question of racial prejudice they say:

"pccompanyling this revitalization of the militant and crusading
spirit of our party must be a tremendous increase in our party's sen-
sitivity on this question, particularly in the ability of our white
comrades to detect the many subtle forms of anti-Negro discrimination,
and to react to them quickly without hesitation." And they say again
"Above all, the struggle against the penetration of this poison (chau-
vinism) even into our party's ranks has heen badly neglected." And
they go into it at great length,

vow 1t is perfectly clear that many a Stalinist will take these
documents seriously, There are the cctual members -- and they have
a certain periphery who follow their ldeas, Thus the ideas that we
put forward with great force and care, and in fundamental terms, can
easlily be made to sound like nothing special, The Stalinist leaders
can say that they make mistakes but can recognize them, They cean say:
"We have put them forward at our convention, We have printed them
openly for the publlic to see, Our pcrty 1s doing its best to correct
them," And they can make a case for the point of view that the SWP
has had nothing special to say on the Negro gquestion,

Thesc arc only a few highlights, There is a mass of information
directed to their party members and internal discussiony ete., in
which it is clcar that with their wusual skill they have made a certain
reorientation upon the Negro question and not to the NAACP merely,
in ggneral. This is part of a plammed Stalinist attack upon the Negro
reoplc, )
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It 1s porfectly clear that if we wish to win over Negroes bofh
intellectuals and advanced workers, we have to make very clear the
differences between ourselves and the Stalinists,

The Stalinists have a great advantage here, It is not only in
the party line and internal party 1life on the Negro question that they
have rcorganized themselves, For years now they have dominated the
field of the Civil War with speclal rcference to Negro history. Look
at what they have published:

Ncgro Slave Revolts in the U.S,

The Negro in the American Revolution,
The Nogro in the Abolitionist Movement,
The Necgro in the Civil War,

A1l by Herbert Apthcker.

They have published pamphlets on VWendell Phillips, Harriet
Tubman, Thaddecus Stevens, Frederick Douglacs, Abraham Linecoln,

They have published two pamphlets for the Wallace campaign:
Iincoln's Third Party ard War Elections, 1862-136k,

Gumar Mvrdal's famous book The American Di s has been
attacked by Aptheker in a special pamphlet, The Negro People in

‘America,

Apthcker, besides these pamphlets, has published large volumes
which «re quoted in many lists of books on Kegroes and Negro history.

He writes in the Journal of Negzro History.

The bourgeols historians today are extremely reactionary -- some
of them have ever lost the small gains thot were made some years ago.
Today the only work in this field is divided between the Stalinists
and the Negro writers, TYou can sce the ilmmense advantage the Stal=-
inists hold, Along with their mencuvers on policy they have this
solid basis of constantly growing material, They use it in the Jef-
ferson School and in all their cducetion, It is widely spread among
the Negro intellecctuals,

But the Negro intellectuals arc not sctisfied with Stalinism
today, First of all they are affected by the rcd-baiting barrage,
And secondly they arc dissatisficd with the Stalinist theory., But
they cannot sec a way out, Only revolutionary Marxism can show them

a way. - But to thcm it seems that there are only two positions
the Marxism of Aptheker and the idealism of Myrdal, The conflict is
known as the Aptheker-}Myrdal controversy. In Ph 9 the magazine of

Atlanta University, Stalinists and Gunnar Myrdal write.

The dissatisfaction of the Negro intcllectuals with the Stalin-
ists had recently burst into the open in a very significant manner,
E. Kaisery a Negro intellectual, works at the Schomburg Collection of
works on the Negro, He scems to have Stalinist tendencies, but in a
recent article in Phylopn (Fourth Quarter, 1943) he lavnches an attack
ggainst Arthelker,y as a recpresentative of the whole Stalinist school,

e .sayss.
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"Aptheker describes the Negro people generally as the beautiful
people -- as little angels even under terrific oppression, His char-
acterization is similar in some respects to that in Wright's 12 Million
Black Voices =-- a book quite different from 'iright's other books, But
Negroes are human, all too human, They are maimed by oppression both -
materially and psychologically, All of them do not run amuck, for
they fall into various patterns of partial adjustment to segregation
and suppression, They become religious, belligerent, servile or just
militant, But if all whites are psychologically sick on the race
question, having been driven into this racial sickness as the psychi=-
atrists Erich Fromm and Karen Horney have shown, by the competitivee
nessy contradictions, isolation and insecurity of American capitalist
society, all Icgroes are surely neurotic and frustrated no end under
their double oppression as exploited workers and farmers under capit-
alism and as Negroes jim-crowed and scgrated, If this is not true,
then Negroes are not really humah beings, They are rcal slaves, Of
coursey the other altcrrative is that the oppression of Negroes isn't
as bad as it has becen described, But running like a thread through
all of Apthcker's writings is the idea that the comron people, both
Negro and white are psychologically simple, Only the upper class and
the highly ceducated arc psychologically complex. Here are both an
idealization of the common pecople and a condescension to them --
attitudes typical of middle class liberals,

"Historically, Aptheker is also superficial and liberalistic
‘ when he states that Negro slaves revolted merely becausc they were
( nunan beings with 'developed reasoning faculties' and 'the glorious
‘ vwrge to improve themselves and their environment,! This is un-lMarxian
and liberal in tone, It doesn't explain the system of slavery as a
Mrrxist should, The Negro slaves! fight for 1ife was a class struggle
waged by them against their mastors, The slaves were forced to strug-
%%e against the intolerable, inhuman conditions in which slavery kept

Cm.

"Aptheker is not unique in failing to decal adequately with psy-
chology. Some Negrc leftist and Communist writers ignore and refuse
to dea% with Negro psychology thus revealing their middle-class hang-
overs,

This vritor has got hold of the problem, He is trying hard to
resolve it as a Marxist. His article ends:

"Myrdal and his disciples may offer idealistic, moral, psycholog=
ical thescs on the Negro question in America; and Aptheker, Wilkerson
end other near-Marxists may offer socio-economic antitheses in rebuttal
But a real lMarxist or dialectical materialist who attempts to deal
with the American Negro question must try to see the problem in all of
its ramifications and complexities. He must sce the whole configurae
tion of the Negro problem in the United States -~ the socio-economic
basis and the superstructural rationalizations == psychological and
ideological, In a word, the rcal Marxist must strive to achieve a
{ synthesis of all of the facets and factors of the American Negro

problem giving cach its ovroper importance,

"This exploratory article may be considered a2s notes toward such
an integration.,"
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Now, it seems to some of us that Kaiser expresses something that
is highly significant and characteristic of Stalinist writing on the
Negro question, Aptheker consistently refers to the heroic qualities
of the Negroes, their struggles for frcedom, their great deeds; but
all of it is gencral, Despite reservations herc and there, his atti-
tude is that of showing that the Negroes were human because, look; they
fought heroically for freedom, But that the Negroes were a class, in
productiony at a certaln specifie stage; thaet they made special contri-
butions to the struggle, conditioned by their social role -~ these
things arc absent from Aptheker's work, This is what we shall empha=-
size.

This is a vital question for the Negro historians., They are
trying to find out what. cxactly was the cause of the historic quarrels
between Negro abolitionist and white, It is obvious that the Negro
writers are secking guidance on the problems of Negroes today. The
Stalinists not only cannot help them, Their recent pamphlets for the
Vallace campaign take untcnablc positions on the whole Civil War,

That then is, in outline, the dispute, We propose to enter into
it, in our press, and in the Negro press too., e propose to show how
the reactionary Popular Front line of the Stalinists, their bureau-
cratic attempts to manipulate all workers for their own purposcs, has
affccted their historical conceptions. A good bit of work has been
donc upon this and we are pretty much agreed on the general line of
attack, There are great points here to be worked up, For example, I
think we shall be able to show that if you do not adopt a strictly
Marxlst position on the Negroes in the Civil War, you fall not only .
into idealismy but into white chauvinism, You cannot play with the
Negro question, Even the Negro historians do not escape this, We-
propose to expose the Stalinists and show to those Negro intellectuals
who arc striving to find a road that revolutionary lMarxism, Trotskyism,
can show them the way., It is a great task in all its ramifications and
we believe we can have an effect not only with Negro intellectuals and
advanced Necgro workers but far beyond, :

Now I have only given you a little outline., There are other
points that arc to be made,

For cxample: The Stalinists continue with their position on self=
dotermination, A black belt for the Negroes. ¥hy do they?

Now until the Marxist movoment there was not one wave or section
of revolutionary thought in United States history which saw the Negroes
taking part, an equal part, in American life and society. Abraham
Lincoln wan%ed to send them away to Africa, (And personally Abraham
Lincoln had no racc prejudices at all, Frederic Douglass said so.)_
But he wanted to send the legroes to Africa, They pointed out to him
that by the time you got cnough ships and boats, etc. to send them off,
by the time you got all that werc here therey you would have as many
as you bcgan with, it would take so long,

Jefforson (one of the great figures of the 18th Century, not only
of the United States but in general) Jefferson belicved that Negro
intclligence was not cqual to that of the whites, He did a lot of
fakery on the question, but his corrcspoandence is there to show,
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That tradition is very powerful in the United States, Garrison,
for instancc, didn't know what to do about the Necgroes., He wanted
sccession, Lect the whites in the South secede and go away. Get rid
of the problem that way. -

I think the Stalinists should be made to answer this question:
Why are we not to think that this insistance on your part of a Negro
Black Belt in the South, which you make by cutting and pasting together
all sorts of scraps of territery, why are we not to believe that this
is in the full American chauvinistic tradition? Marxism and Leninism?
This has nothing to do with Marxism and Leninism, Do they object to
that? Then they have to answer this: How can you propcse to masses
of Neogroes in the South and Negroes elsewhere the establishment of a

" . Negro state in the South which means a revolutionary struggle of the

most desperate kind against the bourgeoisie, and at the same time do
not make clear that that is only possible by the means of the struggle
oi the revolutionary proletariat against bourgeois society on the
whole?

To urge sclf-determination of the Black Belt along with Popular
Frontismy and all their tricks and dodges and mancuvers and Wallaceism.-
for American society as a whole, that is not only a vetrayal, it is an
cttempt to take advantage of the instinctive racial feelings of the
Negroes and hurl them against American bourgeois socicty by themselves,
without the prolctariat as a whole, in order to serve Stalinist
PUTrDOSCS,

These questions they will have to answer, Those and many others,

And I think we will be able to prove also that at the back of
this is their fundamentally, reactionary, bureaucratic, opportunistic,
trecacherous attitude toward the proletariat as a whole, which reflects
itself in their attitude toward the Negroes, This lcads them to chau=-
vinism, adventurism on thc Negro question, thus ruination of the fine
work donc by Negro historions like Du Bois on the Negro question, It
is one more or less connccted piece anéd develepment. And as far as I
am concerncd Aptheker is marked down for tre slaughter, so to speak,
He has had a long runy ten years, sind if I know the average potty-
bourgcols iIntcllectual well and I know from what I have heard of him,
I don't think hc will be able to keep quict, He may venture to reply,
and then he 1is lost,

So I believe that herey as far as the party leadership is cone-
cernedy we who orc rcsponsible for Negro work, we think that over the
next period, we can develop a powerful, theoretical attack. upon them,
Naturally the party =s a whole, ard the prcss as a whole and general
Negro propaganda will deal with their shifts.and their changes. They
did this before June, They did this after June, But we want to go
here a little further more specifically,. and expose their history,
their theory, their politicsy and open up a new road for people who
think that the Stalinists alonc reorcsent larxism,

I am pretty certain that among the Negro intellectuals, the Negro
petty-bourgecoisiey and thosc workers who take an intcrest in these
questions,y if we do it well we aro certain of a great recception, They
arc waiting and looking for something,
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Now I just have one more point to emphasize to you in regard to
this matter, It is this, that if we open up this whole question, the
Civil War, the Stalinist attitude to the Civil Var, what they do to
the Civil War in regard to Lincolny or the question of the elections
and Wallace and the rest -~ some of the things they do are unbeliev-
able -- then this will go far beyond the Negro question, Far beyond,
Because if there is one question that the petty-bourgeoisie, the -
whites, the intellectuvals, and the rest of them are interes%ed in,
all the campuses, it is this question: What can they do about the
war? They can't do anything, Taft-Hartley -- they don't know exactly
what to do, But on the Negro question, they are very very interested,
anxious to learn, anxious to do something, We can go a long way, not
only with the Hegroes and that particuvlar periphery, but in general,
Not long ago I saw in the N,Y.Timeg an editorial on Negro History
Week, It says that Negro History Week is very good, it says we must
study, we nust learn, it i1s clear that race and similar questions
have been used as a basis for oppression and tyranny, We even have to
study the history of ifrica to find out what happened, It's a bit
late, isn't it? But, they said, we have to be careful with this
question, Do you lmow why? Because on the Negro question there is a lot
of Marxism and class struggle and similar propaganda, The Stalinists
rule this roost, but wide circles are interested,

I think we have the opportunity here to do a good solid piece of
work, And thero for the time being I will stop. As I say, there are
rany other points. lNaybe one of our leading comnrades who travelled
around rccently will take some time to tell you gbcut the active work
that is being done, Many of the branches have gone into -- not gone
into, but are right in all sorts of Negro activity., But from the
point of view of a discussion and the opening of a discussiony I have
thought it best, after consultation, to trcat it along these lines ==
how far our ideas have been proved, what new possibilities are open
for vs and the party as a whole in the NAACP, what are the perspec-
tives of our theorctical work to be done more or less from the center,
To open up new ideas, etc,, is part of the ideological offensivey to
strike at the Stalinists, to win over some young Negro intellectuals
and the advanced Necgro workers, and also to moke a penetration of our
ideas into thosc wider ciircles who are more and more becoming inter-
ested in the Negro question as the most immediate question among the
many that demand solutionsj this is what lies before us,



