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STATEMENT ON THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE RCP
(Submitted to the Central Committee, 8th, 9th, January 1949)

By J. Haston, H, /tkinson, R, Tearse, V. Charles

In preparation for the forthcoming Conference of the Party, it is
necessary to review the prognosis and perspectives we adopted in 1947,
and to consider anew our orientation and tactics in the light of the
evolution of the organization, Afteér a lapse of nearly 18 months we
must sum up our ecxperiences and the practical results of the tasks we
set ourselves,

In opposition to the theses of ever deepening economic erisis, we
declared in our 1947 theses that despite the grave economic conditions
in which the ILabor Government took power and the tremendous difficule-
ties which lay before ity given continued aid from Amecrican imperialism,
it would be capable of expanding production and achieving a high level
of employment and stable economic and political relations, This eco-
nomic prognosis is being ~mply confirmed by events, Industrial pro-
duction is higher than at any time in Britain's history and will
undoubtedly continue to rise for the ncext few ycars., The unstable
position of British finance and currcncy has been so transformed that
outside of the dollar zone sterling is now a hard currcney,

Confirmcd alsoy is our estimate of the main political trends
within the population, Tic tendency, as reflected in by-clections,
for a political move towards the right hag increcasedj but the broad
mass of the working class and cspecially the orgarizced workers, cone-
tinves to support the traditional mass organization -~ the Labor Party.
No real movement has appcarcd from within the Lebor Party ceritical of
the Government'!s policy, nor has any development taken place resulting
in the beginning of the growth of a mass Labor League of Youth, There
is no process of diffcrentiation within the existing youth organiza=-
tionss they continue to be largely social socictics, The rightward
trend within the movement, alrcady visible last ycar, has dccpcned,
This 1s indicatcd by the considerable success wnich the Labor lcaders
heve had in their anti-comnunist drive,

On the industrial front, howecver, our cstimatc that the policy
of the Lebor Government would provoke a rising curve of industrial
struggle with an inercasc in the number of strikes thus crcating a
fovorable ficld of activity for the independent party, has been shown
wrong, Thc working class has been exceptionally aquicscent, In this
ficld the situction hos beeon cven more stable then in the previous
years of Lcbor's rule,

“rong, too, was our prognosis that our Party, on the basis of its
open work, and despitc the generally low level of politieal activity,
would be capable of growing and cxpanding in influcnecc among the
working class, The Party has failed to grow in the past period, On
the contrary, thc tendeney has been one of deeline, In certain ficlds,
and in onc or two arces we have advanced and made hecadway in member- ‘
ship as well as in influcncey notably Birmingham and Manchester, In
our tradc union activity we have made some advances and consolidated
past work, Thc N.C,L.C, has offcrcd cxecptional opportunitics to
Party lccturcrs to put our, casc to widc sceticns of workcrs in the
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Trade Unions, But this success, taken with our other gains, does
not offset the overall picture of decliine,

During the past 12 months, the Party has been forced to make a
series of retreats, The full-%ime staff has been cut, The press has
been cut and the circulation declines, The public attivities of the
Party have been increasingly restricted, In the more recent period
the organization has lost a considerable source of income which

cannot be replaced, Mcmbers' subscriptions alone arc not capable of
maintaining the existing apparatus, Ve are thus imminently faced

with further restrictions, This means concretely a monthly "Socialist
Appeal" at the presoent reduced size, These restrictions rcduce the
activities of the RCP to that of a propaganda grouping, since the
small monthly paper will not and cannot fulfill the functions of an
agitational organ, We must thus say that we have not been able to
maintain the organization at its existing level, but have pared down
from one Ccntral Committce to the next., On the basis of the economic
and political perspectives, we can sce no possibility of any change

in this process, We can thug offer the organization no perspective
for growth and expansion in the coming period, This refutation of

our organizational prognosis calls for a serious rcconsideration and
recanalysis on our part,

In our perspectives of 1947, we clcarly rccognized that the
immediate period of cconomic expansion, labor rcforms, and politiecal
stagnation would not be favorable for the transformation of our small
independent organisation into a large party, or even for a consider-
ablc ecxpansion, But we did not fully appreciatc the difficulties we
would face as a conscqucnce of the transformation which has taken
place among the organized workecrs, on the basis of the reforms which
the Government has introduced,

We belicved a left turn on the part of the Stalinists was highly
possiblc and argued that such a turn would create a favorable climate
in which to win mcmbers of the Communist Perty to our organization.
But cvents in Czechoslovakia, Eastern Europe, and in China have crea-
ted a growing confidence on the part of the rank and file members of
the CP in their organization and leadership, As a conscquence, while
we have good rolations with the rank and file of the CP it has not
been possiblc to recerult from the Stalinists to offsct the stagnation
in and around the Labor Party, It is now cvident that recruitment
from this source cannot be an important argumont for the rectention
of the open organization,

When we discussed the quostion of cntry with the entrists we
bascd oursclves upon the classical approach of Trotsky and argued
that conditions for entry did not cxist, These conditions were out=
lined by us as followss

1) That the country has entered, or is just entering a period
of pre-rcvolutionary political crisis;

2) That a process of diffcrentiation has begun in the mass
Social Democratic Party and is resulting in the ercation
of a mass centrist currcnt, espccially among the youth;
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3) That the Revolutionary Party is completely isolated from the
real elements of working class political life and incapable
of growing or influencing events except through the mass
reformist organization,

These conditions do not exist at the present time, There is no
evidence that a left wing 1s developing within the Labor Party or
League of Youth of any significance, Our economic thesis of upswing
in the economy ond relatively stable social conditions, and that an
economic and political crisis of great importance adversely affecting
the conditions of the working class would be necessary before any
real opposition develops within the Labor Party, is still the key to
a correct understanding of the present and future evolution of the
movenent, If we retain our old position recgarding classical condi-
tions for entry, the only condition which exists at present is the
stagnation of the Party, It is now our opinion that it is necessary
to revise our old conception and to approach the problem from an
entirely different angle., K-=tlonzlly and intérn:tion: 11y the experi-
ences of our movement lead to the conclusion that in the next period
therc is no possibility of creating a third workers! party scparate
from and in organizational opposition to the Labor and Communist
Parties where they exist as mass parties until the workers complete
their experiences of these organizations,

The split of the British party was onc of the manifestations of
this, In the final analysis, the split would never have taken place
had the RCP been advancing with the possibility of rapid growth and
development, It was the result of the objective situation in which
the Trotskyist movement found itsclf in the postewar period, ‘While
the split relecosed members of both tendencics from the 111 effects of
a long-dravn-out factional struggle, at the same time it added extra
burdens upon the shoulders of an already over-burdencd membership of
the open party in thc effort to make up for what was lost, It un-
doubtcdl; hed the cffecet of weakening the independent organization,
Had 1t not taken placc, however, it would have not fundamentally
altered the precsent trend,

The most militant and class consecious workers are still to be
found in and arouvnd the Communist Party, However, the demoeratic
traditions of the British working class arc scrious obstacles to the
development of Stalinism at the present time, Even within the ranks
of the CP the totalitarian activities of the Stalinist lcadership
have a disturbing cffcet upon many party mcembers, Were it possible
to join the Communist Party and agitate half as frcely inside the
Labor Party for a rcvolutionary point of viewy, 2 turn towards the
Stalinist Party would scricusly have to be considercd, But this is
out of the question in the given situation and could only erise in
the form of a capitulation to Stalinism,

The Lebor Party, despite limitations which it will imposc on
revolutionary agitation, is the only ficld from which a mass Trotsky=
ist tendeney cen arise in the period that lies ahcad, Without illu-
sionsy and with the perspective of scveral ycars of paticnt work, we
can and must galn the cadres for the crcation of the party of soci-
alist rcvolution, Without acccpting the cconomic and political
premiscs on which the Minority cvolved their tactic, we foresce a
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period of work in the Labor Party extending over several years, given
the continuvance of the fairly stable conditions now prevailing, In
striving to build the Trotskyist movement, we have no choice but to
work with the material which is at hand, Recognizing the limitations
imposed on us by the mood of the Labor workers, we must as far as we
are abley, play a role in organizing and creating the left wing, low
though its level 1s at present,

It is our opinion that during the next new years, the energiles
of our comrades can be better utilized in creating a base for them-
selves around our program in the Labor Party locally, and where possi=-
ble nationally, than in striving to maintain the apparatus of an
isolated independent organization,

The problems of the British Party cannot be separated from the
problems of the international Partics all over the world, If on the
continent of ZEuropc our tendency had arisen in one or more countries
as a declsive or even authoritative tendency in the life of the workw
ing class,y this may have aided in the crecation of an independent
organization, But thils has not taken place, The split in France was
in itsclf an outcome of the situation in which Trotskyism found
itseclf in face of the mass support gained by the Stalinist Party
after the war,

The postewar pcriod did not rcsult in the exposure and elimina-
tion of Stalinism or Social Dcmocracy; nor did it lead to the rise of
Trotskyism as a deeisive tendency lecading masses of workers into
action, On the coatrary, Socicl Democracy still plays a lecading role
in the 1lifc of broad secctions of thc organized workers, cspecially
in the Anglo-Saxon countries or thosc countrics influenccd by them,
Where Socilal Democracy has becen climinated in large parts of Rurope
-= 1t is Stelinism which has rcplaced Social Democracy as the decisivc
forece among thce workling class and pcasant poor,

In the coloniel countricsy Stalinism has risen as the mass party
of the toiling masscs, In Indiz, our scection has entercd the Social-
ist Party., Only 'in Ccylon has Trotskyism rcally appcarcd as a mass
lecading tcndency of the working class in oppesition to the Stalinists,

In America where we heve our strongest and most influential
scction, the courades would welcome the formation of a Labor Party in
which they could find a miliecu of work,

All the factors on an international scale lead to thce conclusion
that for the next fow ycars, the scctions of the Fourth International
have no perspectives of important growth in opposition to Stalinism
and Soc*al Dcmoeracy, Fresh cxperiences of a far rcaching character
will be nceessary before the masses break with these organizations,
This docs not affcet the validity of the program of the Fourth Intere
national, nor thc historic mission and nced for the VWorld Party of
Socialist Revolution =~ the Fourth ‘Intcrnationnl, But it docs mean
that for the crcation of mass partics of Trotskyism, paticnt and
systematic work is ncecssary for many ycars, cspecially in Britain,
insidec the Social Dcmocratic organization,
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We propose thercfore, to raisc as the key question before the
Party, thc dissolution of the RCP as an independent organization and
the entry of our members into the Lobor Party,

We proposc that the dissolution should be by public declaration,
The supportcrs of our tendeney should be prepared by a scrices of
articles and the leadership of the Party should approach the Lebor
Party.with the objcet of sccuring the best rcesults from the public
ontry of the RCP into thce LP, It follows that the IS shouvld be
infermed of the proposcd orientation, and if it is acceptcd by the
Majority of the Party, ncgotlations should be opcncd with the objeoct
of vorking together with our co-thinkers,
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TO ALL MIMBERS OF THE RCP (British Section of the Fourth International)

Dear Comrades:

The IS has received from the PP of your section a copy of the
"Statement on the Perspective of the RCP" submitted to the Central
Committee on the 8th and 9th of January by Comrades J, Haston, H., At-
kinson, R, Tearse and V, Charles, Up to the day we are sending you
this letter, the IS has not been informed on the dehates and decisions
of the CC, Only indirectly have we learned that the above mentioned
document, thovgh it has been discussed, has not been put to the vote,

We consider the situvation in the RCP_ag being very serioug, It has

come to such a danger point that we sce no alternative but to gpeak
yery clearly and give the strongest warning,-

This document is the expression of ligui d%tjonist tendencieg (we
do not want to hide our opinion in this matter), which, not vigorously
fought, would bring the RCP to its complete disintegration and delive
er a heavy blow to Trotskyism in England and in the whole world,

Before dealing with the main point, we have to mention, without
wishing to start anew the discussions which took place in the past,
that we must add that this document contains almost thc same old polit-
ical divergences of thce last two or thrce years. We will only briefly
mention some of them, :

For example, we cannot subscribe to the idea that the Labor Gove-
ernment has achicved "stable cconomic and political relations." From
Cripps to the last bourgeois or rcformist journalist, none in Britain
thinks in such terms and, for once, we larxists cannot disagree with
the view scet forth by shecer evidence of facts, The "aUsterity" rcgime
under which Britain is living is not a regime of "stable economic and
political rclations," Figurcs of cxports and production are important,
but they arc not sufficicent to characterize the state of an economy
and its trends, Cripps' four year plan can be achicved only if a
certain numbcr of conditions are fulfilled within that period, Among
these conditions we have: an increase in the productivity of labor,
the maintencnee of the present peaceful labor relations, the possi-
bility to keep the existing morkets for exports and find necw ones,y and
the abscnce of a erisis in world economy., Who can imagine that these
factors will, up to 1952, rcmein so favorable as to allow the British
captialism (thc dcendence of which has been forgotten in their anal-
ysis) to kcep its prescnt cxceptional conjunture? It would be necces-
sary to ponder over the conscquences on Eritish cconomy, of the rce-
cmergence of the German ceonomy and the present changes in the Far
Easty beforc spcaking of "stable" conditions,

We 2lso have found once more in this document the o0ld methodolog-
ical error which ycu made during past discussions we had with you two
years ago, The comrades speak again of a "classical approach of
Trotsky," consisting of "thrce conditions" under which the cntry
tactic was pcssible, and if thesc conditions were not prescnt, cntry
was impcrmissiblec, Then thc comrades say that there is now a ncces-
sity to revisc the alleged Trotskyist "approach" in thc matter and to -
sce the entry tactic under an "entircly different ncw angle.," We

1
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have no reason to revise such kind of Trotskyism, Trotsky never
adopted a schematic way of dealing with tactical questions as alleged
in the document, namely, if the conditions number 1, 2 and 3 are
present, we follow one kind of tactics, etc.... This is a recipe alien
to Marxist method, The entry tactic has been applied in our movement
in various countries sometime when the "three conditions" were pres-
ent and other times when they were absent (England, U.S.A,). In '
every case, we started by a general an%lzgis of the situation (which
does not consist of "three conditions'") and its trends; and on the
basls of this analysis we came to the conclusion that %he development
of our movement would be stimulated by an entry tactic coupled with

a correct policy,. :

Wrong analysis and crrors of methods are very dangerous for
any organization, But we would not have intervened if the authors
of the document had only remained faithful to the old mistakes and
not added something h

of departure from the program of the Fourth International and as such
can only bringabout catastrophy to them and your organization,

The comrades who have presented the document have attempted
to make a balance-shcet of thc activity of the Party since 1947, in
view of the forthcoming confercnce of the Party. As we have alrcady
stated, they sce no major political errors, nothing wrong in the
analysis and the policy upon which you based the activity of the RCP
two years ago, But when they dcal with the organizational part of
the question, they comc to onc conclusion: stagnation, retreat and
decline, Thc stagnation was alrcady there in 1947 and we, the IS,
are not surprised by the prcsent situation in the RCP., The document
says also that this situation would not heve "fundamentally altered"
if the "split' had not token place, The word "split" is improperly
uscd in the matter, This being said, there is not the least doubt
that the indcpendent activity had no chancey no perspcetive for the
British Trotskyists. During the discussion with us in 1946 and 1947,
you werc arguing that we had a wrong analysis, we did not understand
elther the situvation of Britain or the trends in the working class
movcment, and so on, In spitec of 2ll our alleged ignorance, we force
saw the prescent situation and we nroposcd almost three yecars agoy a
change of tactic,

The comrades who wrote the document to your CC forget that they
told us at the time that the cconomie and political situation would
not allow a development of the party, and that thcy would have to
wait until the slump comcsj suddenly, after months during which
nothing esscntial has changed, thcy discover the completc deecline of
the organization, its non-viability, its financial crisis and, only
on the ahove hasisy they scem to arrive at the sme tactical conclu=-
sion with us, We all have becn tauvght that only Marxism cnablcs man
to forcsce the main developments, while cmpirieism is characterized
by the inebility to do so, Of course Marxists can bc mistaken,
changes may occur which transform situations and developments. During
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the last two or three years, there has been no major objective modifi-
cation in the world situation, Why your "correct" analysis brought
you to an impasse? Vhy our "mistakes" and our "ignorance" enabled

us to understand the necessity of a change of tacties?

We do not wish to raise these questions in order to score points
or something of the kindj we do it because we must underline that the
most pernicious method revealed in this document consists in the fact
that its avthors ignore completely th-t the International has a posie
tion; it never occurred to them that all their past criticism of our
views sterted from false premises; they also do not seem to have

nought that if they were somewherce wrong, the majority of the Inter-
national, after all, could have at that time, if not a correct line,
at least a fow correct ideas, The authors of the document forget

the International as concerns its line in the past; we will sce later
that when they mention it, they do not treat it less contemptibly,

Your forthcoming confercnce will be useful only if it starts
from the very fact that the complete failure of the RCP is the result
of you being thoroughly mistaken two years ago and if you try to sec
in what and how you were mistaken, Thc "corrcction" made by the
comrades who have presented the document we are dealing with will
not help the RCP but on the contrary can lead you to oven worsec,

Refusing to scc any major mistakes in the ecconomic and politieal
analysis you have made two ycars ago, Comrade Haston and the others
only find that the working c¢lass has not been up to their ecxpceta=~
tions. "The working class has becn cxceptionally quiescent,'" that
being duce to "the transformation which has taken place among the
organlzed workcrs, on the basis of the reforms which the government
has introduccd.," What kind of "transformation"? A transformation
which has made the working class "exceptionally quiescent," which
expressces itsclf in a "decpcned rightward trend" within the working
class and which gives no perspcetive for a leftward development
"over scvcral years,.,' All thesce are obviously the opposite of the
development which we all commonly appraiscd, that is to say the radi-
calization of the working class menifcating itsclf irn the cleetoral
victory of thec LP in 1945, So the radicalization of the working class
bringing to power ot its first step, the refeormist party is transformed
into an inward politiecal development of rcgression in the working '
class thanks to the "rcforms" of the reformist government, Comrade
Haston and the others have certainly not carricd their thoughts to
the logical cnd, for this transformation, if it cxisted, would mecan
a new lcasc on thce historical plane for reformism, Anyhow the vicws
they express on the "transformation" of the "organized workers" arc
imbued with pessimism in respeet t~ the weorking class itsclf,

e all know that more than once in the workers movement, pcople
have rcfuscd to sce their own mistakes and have placed the blame on
the working class and we all know that this was too often the first
step towards lcaving thc Marxist and revolutionary camp, It is not
true that the British working class has undergonc a "transformation"
which amounts to corruption on thc basis of the "rcforms" of the
Labor Government, Therc arc many signs of the desirc of thc English
working class for better conditions, for increasc of wages and for
genuine socialist solution of all domestic and forcign problems, It



-O-

has not resulted in large movements, not because of the lack of mili-
tancy of the workers, but partly to the faet that many still have not
completely made their experience of the Labor Government, and partly
to the fact that many understand more or less clearly that their con=
ditions cannot be essentially modified by some increase of wages, and
do not see any alternative program opposed to that of the Labor
leaders, The English workers are thinking deeply about the experience
they are making, They do not want to play the game of the Tories,
They can easily understand by their own experience and by the experi-
ence of the workers in many countries in the past years that increase
of wages when pricecs are inercasing, is no sufficient solution,

Even the slogan of a sliding scale of wages is not the only
answer to the problems they are faced with, They want to have a
rounded program answering all questions and they scek it still within
the frame of the Labor Party, One must understand that the expectant
attitude of the English workers is not duc to reformist illusions but
to this fundamental demand, There will probably be no great movements
so long as an important part of the working class docs not sce its
immediate demands linked up with a full program answering the questions
raiscd by their experience of the Labor Government, The task of the
English Trotskyists is preceiscly, by work in the LP, to give them this
program and this politiecal perspcetive, English Trotskyists must basc
their poliey still on the fundamentally leftward movement of the worke
ing class, the first step of which we noticed in the 1945 clcetions,

% ok %

We have alrcady mentioned that thc document on whieh your CC has
failed to tale a clecar position ignores the past interventions of the
International, warning you that thc indepcndent activity was doomed to
failure, This document does not altogother ignore the Intcernational,
Having brought the organization they lead to a very bad state with as
much assurancc as they have opposed our poliey and with the same cm-
pirical and cclectic mcthods which have determined all their sharp
turns in the past on the main political issucs independently of the
objective conditions, thesc comrades prescent a now poliey not only for
the English Perty, but for all the scetions of the International, They
call for a ncw poliey for the whole International with the cxception
of the islané of Ceylon, That is a tremendous turn, a rcvision of the
decisions of thc Scecond World Congress, but what brings them to this?
A change in the international situation? Not at all, 4 change in the
conditlons of most of our scctions? Not at all, The change comes
from the fact that as things have not turncd out for the RGP as they
expzcted,y they suddenly change their minds on the appraisal of
the wholc world to vhich they bring their new truth in a few scnteneces,
Whatever shortcomings therc arc in our movement, none of us will think
of formulating a ncw policy on thc basis of a refusal to look to the
truc causcs of a complete failurc and on the basis of impressionism,

To what amounts thc policy they propose to the International?
Trotskylsm has not riscn as a "dceisive" tendener leading masses of
worikers into actiony in the various covntrics cither docial Domocracy
still plays a lceding role in the working class movement or it has
bcen replaced by Stalinism, "All the feetors on an international scalc
lcad to the conclusions that for the next fcw ycars, thc scetions of



the Fourth International have no perspectives of important growth in
opposition to Stalinism and Social Democracy." The vanguard of the
working class is in the Communist Parties and "were it possible to
Join the Communist Party and agitate half as freely inside the Labor
Party for a revolutionary point of view, a turn towards the Stalinist
Party would have to be seriously considered, But this is out of the
question in the given situation and could only arise in the form of a
capitulation to Stalinism," So there renaing only one way out: "For
the creation of mass parties of Trotskyism, patient and systematic
work is necessary for many years, especially in Britain, inside the
Social-Derocratic organization." (In the past discussion we were told
that it was altogether impossible to defend a revolutionary program
in the Labor Party. The Labor Party regime has not changed, bhut
leaders of the PCP suddenly discover that it is possible to do so,
despite limitations,)

If our movement wquld play like that with the poliey of our
sections, we would wrcck them, ILet us take an example, In a few
words, thc document. dealing with France says that in this country,
"the split was in itself an outcome of the situation in which Trotsky=
ism found itsclf in face of the mass support gained by the Stalinist
Party after the war," That is altogether wrong, The split of the
former right wing took placc when the hold of the Stalinist Party was
already weakening, after the defeat of the 1947 strike movement; it
is true that the lcaders of the right wing of the PCI, when they led
the French sectlon, submitted to the prossure of Stalinism, but on the
morrow of their ex{t they took without a single word of explanation an
anti=-8oviet attitude, and they did that becausc they submitted to the
pressure of the wind blowing from America, The split was not a break
under Stalinist pressure, but the break of a petty bourgcois wing with
Trotskyism after a working class defecat, If our French comrades had
to follow the policy proposed by Comrade Haston and the others, they
would have to enter a French socialist party, the working class base of
which shrank to almcst nething and where even petty bourgeois leftist
elecments have not the possibility to talk locft sentences in order to
kecp some credit among the workcrs,

And whot policy should the American Trotskyist organization
follow? Shall it enter the party of Nerman Thomas? %hat have our
Duteh, Greck comrades, Argentine and Latin American comrades to do?
And our Chincse and Victnamene comrades? Ve cnly mention these exam-
ples to show how absurd is this proclamation of an universal tactic
without a study of the conercte conditions in cach country, Up to
now, only Shachtman could be a great strategist building a revolu-
tionary movement in the world on a few general sontonecs disconnected
from the rcal situation. We are the most vigorouslv opposed to such

ettantism which can only digoricntate the militants and destroy
the movement,

This ncw policy for our movement has for its origin the lack of
hope of building Trotskyist partics for a very long period, We have
shovn that pessimism ipn respect te the working elass and liquidation-
sm _permeate this documen Ihis pessimism and 11 vidationism cxicnd
hemselves inevitably to pcssimism and liguidation in rcspeet to

he vangucrd of the trotskyist movement. the Fﬁggg International
d its scetions., Of coursc, in thc case of the working class as a

(’ [t
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whole or in the case of its Vvanguvard in partiéular, the comrades have
not carried their ideas to the logical end, but they have entered onto
a very slippery path, :

. .
We do not come to these views on ‘their document by abstract and

logical deductions, Our movement has had in the past years many examp-

les of crises which have ended by people leaving the Fourth Interna-

tional, The lessons of these crises are very valuable to us, Scarccly

did thesc crises start with a full rounded program opposed to that of

the Fourth International, On the contrary, very often the opponents

at the beginning of the discussions used almost the same words as the

document which we are eriticizing, i.e., that their ncw opinions did

not. 'affect the validity of the program of the Fourth International,

nor the historic mission and nced for the “orld Party of Socialist

Revolution == the Fourth International, 3But...." There always was

a but.

Remember Morrow: "Instead of mass revolutionary parties con=-
fronting reformist parties of relatively equal size, our tiny cadres
confront two mass reformist parties, In France, our few hundreds con-
front a Stzlinist Party of nearly a million!

"Under these conditions, can we proceed directly to the building
of a revolutionary party? Or must we enter one of the reformist
parties, constitute a faction in it and work in the direcction of a
split out of which we will come with sufficient forces to begin seri=-
cusly building the rcvolutionary party?"

“rne masscs arc sccking for soclalism, they say, in putting into
evidence the domination of the Soeiazlist and Communist Parties, They
forget onc detzil: that today disoricntated and worn out by the terri-
ble trials which began in 1939, the masses arc hoping to gain their
socialisn thanks to parlizmentarism." (Retrgnslated from the French.)

Remember Demezieres: "The question is not for me to contest the
validity of our program, of the program of the Fourth International,
But the failure of our policy for a revolutionary regrouping, started
in an epoch wherc the falling back of the working class was alrcady
very apparent, must incitc oursclves to revisc our strategy and to get
rcady for thc very hard period which is opencd in front of us, It
appears that thc lsolaticn of the PCI «- if not that of its militants ==
is going to grow in thc forthcoming months, if we do not rcorientate
rapidly our forees and our actiony for we arc going to pay for failurcy
and the regrouping of the militants brceccking with the PS and the PCF,
after beginning under our leadership, will aim to be done without us,
if not against us,"

Listen to Shachtmen, aftcr he lost his last chznee at the World
Congrcss to come back to the Fourth International: "The course which
we have pronoscd to the Marxists and the Merxist groups whercver it is
possible to pursuc it, is well known.'Abandon &1l prctensc of being
a pa~ty of the prelctariat, including the namec "porty", and become a
part of the prolctariat,' In our view, this mecans that the Marxist
grcups shovld everywhere enter the broader democratic peclitical move-
ments of the working class and constitute themsclves as the loyal
left wing tendeney."
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In cach case the question on which the debatc started (Russian
question, democratic slogans, regrouping...) proved rapidly to be not
the essential one but only a starting point for a departurc from our
movement, One could detect always in the very first cxpressions of
their policies a lack of faith in the working class and in the Trotsky--
ist movement due to the slow development of our movement,

* ¥ %

~ You may pecrhaps think that the above state of things which was
truc elsewhere, does not apply to England and thecre is no rcason to be
pessipistic about the evelution of the RCP leaders who have signed the
document, TUnfortunately, we have rcasons for such apprechensions borne
out by the past and the present policies of the RCP lcadership,

If the document ignored the past struggle of the International
on the question of the British scctiony, we have not forgotten the past
struggles in the other scctions of the International, particularly in
France and in the SWP of America., 'ic remembcr that, in the struggles
against Morrow, against Shachtman, on the unity question, against the
French right wing, the RCP lcaders have, up to the last moment, when
it was obvious to everyone that the program of the movement was in
‘danger, played into the hands of thec opponents of the Fourth Intcrna-
tional by a position of their own, On various occasions we said that
this unprincipled politics was only the result of an empirical approach
to problems, Now some of your leaders are caught by this pegsimism
ard licuidationism to which succumbed the veople mentioned above, The
pclitical weakness of your leadership which prevented them from detect-
ing early the rcal divergences with Morrow, Shachtman and Dcmazicres,
means only that they will be rcsisting fecbly to their own disillu-
sionment,

We do not want to take up the whele policy followed by the RCP,
especlally since the World Congress., The RCP has not followed at all
the line adopted by the majority of the World Congress. We did not
raise the matter and did not intervone carlier becauscy after the sepa-
ration that took place in the party, we wanted to let you make your
expericnce without any hindrance,y so that nobody can argue when the
balance=-sheet is drawn, Let us take the question of Stalinism, The
"Socialist Appeal" dissoclates itsclf from the Stalinists on a biologi-
cal controversy which cannot move a single worker, but it tekes the
Stalinist point of view in the analysis of the ¢vents of Czechoslovakia
and China, which are today the main arguments of the Stalinists.

We all knovwvs the importance of these cvents, The Stalinists are
not achieving anything near to scciclism, but are strangling the revo-
Jutionary movement of the masses everywherc -- cven when they make a
left turn or vse left words or proceed to nationalizations or to par-
tition of thc land, The RCP lecadership hos put all the cmphasis in
the victorics of the Stalinists on the so-called "pregressive" side
of their achicvements. The "Socizlist Appeal" hailed Praguc as a
working class victory, The "Socielist Appeal says that "in large
part the Chinesc Stalinists have carricd out the agrarian revolution "
without mentioning that the agrerian rcforms (not revelutiocn) have been
made to the benefit of the middle and rich peasants, Withcut cntering
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the Stalinist party, this is a capitulation towards Stalinism, We
know that the leadership of the RCP maintain that our positions on the
glacis are wrong, but the same leaders of the RCP were stating with

as much assurance that we were wrong when they defended the theory of
"state capitalism" in the glacis, They change their position on a
fundamental guestion, but the International rerains always on the wrong
gide, :

We say that there is a great danger on the path on vhich Comrade
Haston and the others are walking, because on-Stalinism, on the econo-
mic appraisal of the situation, on the political trends in the world,
on the main questions that have arisen, there has been in the last few
months an increasing estrangement between the RCP leadership and the
International, We say that there is a great danger because the whole
policy of these comrades relies upon nothing: on one hand nothing is
to be done because reformism is transforming the working class, and
on the other hand nothing is to be done because Stalinism is achieving
victories for the working class, They have not much hope to build a
Trotskyist organization, they have no hope in the development of the
Fourth International, Their proposal of entry looks like a desperate
man drowning himself in deep water, '

The IS views the present situation in the RCP with concern, The
IS --_and we are sure that the whdl. Irf vpnational will share 1tg posi-
tion —- cannot discuss entry whilst the program of the Fourth Interna-
tional is threatened, First things first. An entry on such a pessi-
mistic and liquidationist line, as proposed in the document, would
only accelerate the process of political disintegration and destroy
all perspective for the Fourth International. Before discussing entry,
the main task in the RCP today is to stop the formation and the growth
of a liquidationist tendency., We want to avoid fatal developments
inherent in such conceptions we have already known a few times in the
past. The dangers can be avoided, the comrades can be stopped on the
road they have entered, only if a firm stand is taken, The whole ex-
perience of cntrist tactics operated by our international movement has
proved undoubtedly that this difficult and complex tactic cannot
succeed if it does not rely on a firm Trotsiyist program, defended
inflexibly by a coherent leadcrship fully confident in our movement,
and by an homogencous organization confident in the success of its
work,

We were very much perturbed to hear that the CC did not vote on
the document, because that is the only way for bringing out clearly
the positions, We were 211 the more perturbed because we have not
forgotten that more than once the leadership of the RCP was very quick
to take a position which helped the opponents of the International,
Morrow, Shachtman, and we see that the seme lcadership dclays when
moods of pessimism and liquidationism in respcct to the working class
and Trotskyism appear inside itself., The IS asksthe CC to rcopen the
discussion in the shortest.possible time and to express a political
position by words and by votc on the document, We also ask all members
of the RCP to stand up for the defense of the program of the Fourth
International, The only way to prevent the loss of comrades with whom
we have fought a common battle during many ycers is not to mince
matters: Halt! Out of the ro fS a Morrow, Dcmagzicre

a ch
other deserters of the Fourth International?

L
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It will not be easy for the RCP to get out of its present impasse,
Isolation, stagnation, decline are unfavorable conditions for working
out a correct political line, You cannot do it without the help of
the International., To enable the International to cooperate with you
in drawing a clear political and organizational balance-sheet of your
activity which has ended in bankruptcy, to help you to give clear
answers to the present development and trends in the British and the
international situation, and to elaborate a concrete comprehensive
program of political and organizational action in the LP and to assi-
milate the experience already made in this party which, in the opinion
of the International, is entirely positive, you cannot hold a Confer-
ence before having organized a large discussion with the participation
of the International, Fully conscious of the stakes at issue, the IS
asks you to oppose any hasty decision before the necessary political
clarification,

You have fought very strongly against us because you were deeply
convinced that you were correct, Confronted with an experience which
has by its completely negative results utterly destroyed what was the
basis of your activity in the past, you are faced with the danger of
throwing away the baby with the water, Do not try to dodge the real
issues, You have to make a complete averhaul of the methods, the
analysis, the policies you have followed up to now, It is a very big
task, We are confident that with the cooperation of the International
you will find the strength to achieve this task, rearm yourself, thus
enabling Trotskyism in England to march forward again.

The International is confident that every member of the RCP will
do his best to stop the development of liquidationist tendencles,
readjust the RCP policy vis-a-vig that of the International, and will
integrate it closer than ever within the International for the grecat-
est benefit to Trotskyism in Englarnd and in the whole world,

Fraternal greetings,
THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
February 5, 1949



