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o For information purposesy we are reprinting from official
publications of the Fourth International the main political res-
81utig%s adopted by the September 1947 meeting of 1its Executive

smmittee, '

% * *

RESOLUTION ON THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD CONGRESS

The IEC, in its Fourth Plenum, September 1947, reaffirms
the resolutions adopted at the Plenum of October 1946 as well as
that of March 1947 concerning the preparation and holding of the
World Congress, -

Having examined the criticisms formulated against these
resolutions, particularly by S and Comrades Munis, N, and P.,
considers these criticisms to be entirely unfounded and to have
no other objective than to discredit in advance the democratic
character of the World Congress, thus preparing the ground for
centrifugal tendencies to reject its discipline and its deci=-
sions, ' S

The IEC mandates the ISlto-send to all sections a ietter
explaining the reasons which have motivated the measures adopted
up to the present by the IEC concerning the World Congress and

demonstrating the unfounded character of the criticisms of S and

of Comrade Munis, ; :

Carried - 11 for
1 against
1 abstention

-II-

The IEC provides that the IS shall do all in its power te
publish all the documents relative to the preparatory discussion
for the World Congress which shall reach it at latest by Novem-
ber 15. For documents reaching it after that, the IS shall decide
to publish them in the following order: First - Counter Reso-
lution submitted for a vote; Second - Discussion articles in the

srder of their arrival to the IS and in line with practical pos- =

sibilities, : :
Carried unanimously
-I1I-

Concerning the Agenda of the World Congress, the IEC in-
cludes for the present the following questions:

a) Report on the activity and policy of the International
during the war and up to the World Congress (with special refer-
ence to the National Question),

At s i M o, A
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. b) Report on the Internstional Economic and Polltical
Situation and Our Tasks, '

¢) Report on the Question of the USSR and of Stalinism,
d) Report on the Colonial Question.
e) Statutas of the International,

\

- All the reports shall be followed by resolutions summar-
%zing Eheir main points, which shall be submitted to the Congress
or VO . . ’ C o ) ' .

The IEC hopés,“furthermore, that programs of action of a

_ whoie series of sections, either already elaborated or in the

course of elaboration, will also be submitted for international
discussion. so as to better define the orientation of the World
Congress towards the transformation of the sections of the Fourth

~International into organizations carrying on genuine mass work,

Carried unanimously

éOUNTEE-RE§OLUTION OF COMRADE GEOFFROY ON THE
: ORGANIZATION OF THE WORLD CONGRESS -

. _The IEC confirms the resolutions adopted during the Plen-
um of October 1946 as well as that of March 1947 concerning the
preparation and holding of the World Congress. ‘

. After taking cognizance of the eriticisms and proposals
formulated against these resolutions, particularly by S and by

Comrades, Munis, N, and P., the International Executive Committee,

in 1ts Fourth Plenum (September 1947) 1) rejects the proposal
made by Comrades lunis, .N, and P. concerning the establishment of -

‘mandates of the various scctions at the World Congressy as not

corresponding to the principle adopted previously by the IEC and
confirmed by the present Plenum - of a representation which takes

into account both the importance of cach country in the world-

wide class struggle as well as the specific weight of each section
in the International - this principle is the only one capable of

‘glving the World Congress its real face as a combat organization

for the world socialist revolutiony 2) makes clear, concerning

- the representation of minorities at the World Congress, that it
will defend before the World Congress, as broad and as flexible an

application of the principle previously established (all minori-
ties constituting at least one-fourth of all members of a sec-
tion); 3) makes clear, that the principle previously established
of the acceptance in advance by parties and groups- desiring te
participate with vote at the World Congress of the discipline of
the World Congross, .constitutes the only guarantee established

- for the sincerity of requests for participation coming from ele-
‘ments as yet outside the Internationalj; that no other guarantee
- of this order has been proposed by anyonej that consequently this
~clause remains valid; that, nevertheless, groups and parties who
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still remain outside of the International and who demand to pare
ticipate at the World Congress with the right to vote, while pro=
testing against this clause, retain the possibility of presenting
themselves at the Congress as observers without the right to vote
and of requesting the Congress itself to accept them with full

i%gh{g by accepting the diseipline of the Congress at the Congress

Lost - 9 against
2 for

2 abstentiong ,
RESQLUTION ON THE YOUTH

1) The orientation of our psrties toward the organization
and leadership of mass movements makes indispensible the construc-
tion of national organizations of Youth and of a Youth Interna=-
tional belonging to the Fourth International, These organizations
shall have as their task propaganda and agitation for the program
of the Fourth International in forms appropriate to the milieux
of young workers, as well as the education and formation of the
future cadres of our parties,

_ 2) The parties of the International are requested to name
Commissions for Youth Work from among their leading members and
their youngest militants, which shall have as tasks: _
~a) to study the special conditions for this work in each countrys
b) to carry out there where this is possibley agitation and or=
ganization tasks among young workers;
¢) to maintain international contacts, so as to coordinate the
experiences and to claborate an internationsl youth programg

3) An internationz} Commission for youth work shall func-
tion up to the World Congress, Its tasks, among others, shall bes
a) the preparation of an international confercnce (particularly,
the elaboration of a draft program) ;.

b) to provide contact between the national commissions and to
stimulate their workj | ‘

¢) to supervise all youth tasks carried out in the Internationals
d) to publish all theoretical and historical material possible,
in order to facilitate discussion on the youth questionj

e) to report to the next IEC on the question of international
organization, v

Carried unanimously

RESOLUTION OF THE IEC ON THE POLICY OF THE PCI (FRANCE)

1) The Fourth Plenum of the IEC notes that the leader=-
ship of the PCI elected at the party's third Congress has been
utterly incapable of giving a firm orientation and clear leader=
ship to the Trotskylst militants and sympathizers as well as to
the broad sectors of vanguard workers who are observing the PCI
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in the gourse of the past months of increased sodial agitation |
and politicel and économic erisis,

" This 1ncapacity of the presenﬁ leadershlp of the Frehch
PCI deriVes fundamentally

a) From the incorrectnéisd of its politiéal brxentaii n The
present majority of the PCI has been hyphotizéd by s Hotion o 8
"retreat" of the French proletariat, which hag fot dqfs 00d el thi
er the explosive character of the coming social struggles or the
need of tying upy iIn every important struggle, the economic objec=-
tives with political objectives, a tie-up which the working class
hds very well understood.

- b) From the false conception of methods for building & mass pare

ty which exhausted the party during months ‘of relative calm by
superifcial and sterile agitation and thus tired it and rendered
it incapable of really "rolling" at maximum capacity at the time
of the strike struggles,

c) From its false conception of La Verlte as an informational
newspaper, which has had a tendency constantly to drag down the
political level of the paper and which has deprived it of its main
role, that of a gulde, leader and educator of the vanguard sectors
who are turning toward our movement, Particularly grave in this
connectiony, was the false conception of La Vgri%g during the Ape
ril-May and September strike waves, which kept the paper at the
level of the hackward layers and did not permit it to give effecw
tive lgggggggin to the vanguard of the strikers,

2) The Fourth Plenum of the IEC draws the attention of the
militants of the PCI and of the whole International to the grave
strategic and tactical errors which derive from the fundamestal
orientation of the present PCI majority and which have to a large
degree limited the party's progress, perfeétly possible in the
present extremely favorable conditions:

a) The lack of any systematic campalgn around the slogan of the
gggg;gl_ﬁjglkg. This slogan, launched first of all much too late
during the first strike wavey at the moment when Renault was al-
ready returning to work, was abandoned almost immediately after
the end of the strike, The months of July and August, which were
extremely important for the preparation of the working class vane
guard for the second wave expected after .the vacation period,
should have been used for the systematic education of the paper's
readers concerning the lessons of the first wave, The slogans
"General Strike" and "Committees of Struggle" should have syste-
matically reappetred in every number of the paper, The line of

-the paper was clearly tail-endist, incapable of foreseeing and

preparing, it limited itself to listing and encouraging the strikes
when they broke out,

b) The lack of any systematic campaign around the government
question, On three different occasions, during the "scandals"j
during the proclamation of the RPF (de Gaullist Rally of the
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People of France) and during the Schuman decrec~-laws, the govern=
ment question and the question of state power was posed in its fule
lest scope before the French proletariat. At'a time when the whole
bourgeols reformist and Stalinist press was talking openly on these
three. occasions of these "erises of regime," the PCI limited ite ‘
self to a completely passive and negative attitude "denouncing" the
scandals and the "fascist" danger, and crying "Down with the Ramae
dier government," without proposing any positive measure. At the
present timey when the vasgt majority of the proletariat is concen-
trating its attention on the government question, the obstinate
refusal of the PCI majority to launch the slogan "SP~-CP-CGT Govern-~
- ment," correctly explained, means once more- objectively to reduge
the struggle to a level already surpassed, o

c) A hestitating line; sometimes conciliatory, sometimes of :
"friendly driticism" towards €talinism, both toward the leadership
of the C.P,F. as well as toward Stalinist expansionism, Partice .
ularly to be condemned is the campaign carried on for months on

end by La Verite accusing Stalin of "betraying" because he abane

- doned Trieste ctc..ey instead of denouncing systematically the
severe exploitation and oppression of the masses in tha "glacis"

by the Stalinist bureaucracy, Although a slight "turn" has been
sketched out along this path since April 1947, the PCI's line
towards Stalinism lacks clear and sharp delimitation and tende to
turn away from our party that part of the vanguard which is defini-
tively disgusted with the Stalinist traitors and aids the develop=- .
ment of defeatist currents inside the organization,

d) A hesitating and confused 1inec on the colonial question, The
- plenum of the IEC calls to the attention of the PCI that, while
_unconditionally supperting the struggle of the Viet Nam against
imperialism and while concentrating its struggle against its own
imperialist bourgeoisie, the revoiutionary party in France does
not have the right to sow confusion regaxrding the class character
of the Ho Chi Minh government and its conciijatory orientation
towards French imperialism, %he central slogans of the PCI in -
this question should be: Complete and unconditional independence
of the Viet Nam outside of the French Union (Union Francaise)}
Immediate withdrawal of the cxpeditionary troops, ,

e) The lack of any systematic propaganda campaign around the
slogan "Socialist United States of Europe." At a time when the
toiling masses are clearly conscious of the decisgive importance

of the international situation for the evolution of France, when
the attention of public cpinion has been concentrated on the Marsh..
all Plan, to which the Stalinists oppose the miserable slogan "De-
fense of National Sovereignty," the PCI has not known how to cone
cretize for the masses the revolutionary solution, nor to give ’
this question the importance it deserves,

f) The lack of systematie revolutionary propaganda of a dynamic
and resolute sort showing the concrete perspective of the prolee
tarian revolution as being the only way out of the capitalist

morass., At a time when the general atmosphere of the country is
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expressed in the sentiment "It is time to put an end to this,".

la _Verite,y far from showing the revolutionary way out, has limited
ivsali to a passive and timid criticicm of the regime and tried as
ruch es possible to keop the final aim of cur movement out of the
rages of the paper, All these deviations can be summarized as ope
- portunist and erroneous applications of the transitional program
whose whole significance requires the constant linking of immediate
to higher demands, cvery campaign culminating in the propagandistic
rosing of the necessity of the revolutionary overturn of capitalism
by the prolctariat,

'3) The Fourth Plenum of the IEC regrets that the majority
of the PCI has not decmed it necessary - in the interests both of
the party!s progress and of rendering more healthy its internal at-
mosphere - to carry out and remain faithful to the agreement which
the majority of the Political Bureau had previously signed with

the Minority and the IS, The Plenum of the IEC wholly approves the -

attempt of the IS to straighten out the line of the PCI and to turn
the whole of the party's efforts outward at the time of the Repault
strikey and to facilitate in the light of this experience the re-
groupment of the greatest possible number of militants belonging -
to all present tendencies of the party on a correct political bas=
is in line with the policy of the International.

The Plenum of the IEC salutes the many party militants who
at their combat posts succeeded in the past months in becoming ac=-
tive participants in the mass movement and in playing front rank
roles at the various stages in the development of the political
and social struggles, It expresses the full confidence of the In-
ternational in the temper and the deep consciousness of the PCI
militants, who tomorrow, at the time of their fourth congress,
will know how to correct the errors committed, to define a clear
revolutionary orientation for the coming months to root themselvcs
Cdeevoly in their class and thus consolicdatc and broaden their pos-
itions therein at the head of the growing vanguard of” the Frénch
- proletariat and at the spearhead of the whole Fourth International,

‘Carried - 10 for

~agzai

nst
MOTIVATION OF THE VOTE OF COMRADES HASTON, CONRAD AND BERNARD

1) There are a number of questions and criticisms contained
in Germain's resolution with which we are in general agrcenent, :

2) We are entirely against the spirit of the resolution
which is that the present French leadership is "incapable® and
must be replaced,

3) We are equally against the entirely cpg=-gsided and neg-
ative criticism of one PCI tendency and believe it necessary for
the IEC to formulate its ideas in a positive fashion,
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AMUNDMENTS PRESENTED BY THE SWISS DELEGATE

. 1) The IEC declares that in this situation the French sec-
. tion has not fulfilled its task, that of giving a clear and firm
orientation to the Trotskyist sympathizers as well as the prole-
tarian vanguard who observe the PCI attentively, _

2) The French section has not fulfilled this task for the |
following rcasons:

a) Due to the complete lack of a broad and systematic thcoret-
ical education and corisolidation of its members. .

b) Due to the lack of a timely, opportune and effective intcr-
vention of the IS and - to the extent to which there was such an
intervention - due to its doctrinaire and bureaucratic fashion.
and the lack of a revolutionary orientation on the part of the IS
itself. '

3) The Fourth Plenum of the IEC draws the attention of the
revolutionists of the PCI and of the entire International to all
- the grave stratcegic and tactical errors which flow from the pro-
foundly false perspcctive of the present majority of the PCI as
well as from the opportunist application of the transition pro-
gram, These are the principal causes which helped to obstruct the
development of the PCI in the present very favorable conditions:

a) The false application of the united front tactic. (Instead
of a unitcd front from below and from the top, it conducts a cam-
paign for a united front only from the top.):

b) In the resolution of the IS paragraph 2) section (a) elimi-
nate the first two scntences. ’

¢c) In the resolution of the IS paragraph 2) section (b) replace
"governmental question" by "state question."

Lost - 1 for

[ty

13 against

d) In thc resolution of the IS, paragraph 2) scction(d) replace
"Socialist United States of Burope" with "Soviet Socialist United
States of Europe." B

Lost - 6 for
6 against
2 ahstentions

(Note: Other amendments by the Swiss delegate were incor-
porated by comnmon conscent in the resclution put to the vote.)
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COUNTER RESOLUTION BY HASTON ON THE QUESTION OF THE FRENCH PCI

| The Fourth Plonum of the IEC having discusscd the present
political situation in France and exarined the oricntation, strat-
egy ind tactics of the PCI, adopted the following theses and pro-
posalss '

In the present unstable economic and political situation in
France the detcrioration in the conditions of 1life for the working
class and the mass of the population due to the cut in the rations,
the rapidly rising prices of all the prime necessities of 1life, has
created the objective conditions for a series of great strikes and
manifestions of class struggle which although primarily economic
struggles commencing in the industrial field, rust increasingly
pose the gquestion of the fate of the present government and its re-
placement by a government which expresses the aspirations of the '
working class and poor peasants, and thus poses the question of
power, ' '

In this situation the struggles of the workers anc¢ poor
peasants of France will preofoundly affect the evolution of the
whole working class niovement of Europe. France is the key to the
European situation for the period that lies imrediately ahead. At
the same time cvery important struggle must bring the most class
conscious militant and courageous workers, who at the moment con=-
“tinue to follow the leadership of the Stalinist and Socialist or-
ganizations, into collisiocn with the leadership of these organiza-
tions in ever increasing numbers, '

These conditions open up favorable possibilities to partic-
ipating in the daily experiences and struggles of the working class,
to rapidly extend the influence of the PCI, to expose the treach-
erous leaderships and policies of the CP and the Socialist Party
of France and to transform the PCI into a nass party of the work-
ing class, :

‘As the victorious successes or failures of the French work-
ers will affect the masses of Burope so also will the successes or
failures of the Trotskyist Party of France affect the Parties of
the Fourth International, especially in Western Europe, Consider-
able succcsses for the PCI in France will give a trcmendous inm-
pulse to all our organizations, blows will be struck at the Fourth
International if the party fails in . its task to transform itself
into a combat party of the workers, into an organization based upon
mass support, : '

In this period, when every important struggle of the work-
ers poses the question of power, it is impossible to stress suffi-
ciently the urgent nccessity to seek e€very opportunity to partici-
pate in the struggle of the workers for bread and a rising scale
of wages but to lead these struggles, to cxtend their scope wher-
ever possible, to deepen themy, unify them and in harmony with the
evolution of the struggle itself, to seek to transform them into
decisive peclitical struggles for the overthrow of capitalism and
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" the establishment of working class power. To succeed in this task,
1t is essential for the Party to have a clear orientation and con-
cretisation of our transitional slogans for power in the form of
the "CP-SP-CGT to Power" and on the basis of this orientation to
Increasingly conduct a propaganda campaign in the press of the
party as the organiser and director of the Party members in their
daily contact with the workers.

- The decision of the last congress of the PCI to push the
negative slogan of Break.the Coalition, without at the same time
campalgning positively on the basis of the slogan of the CP-SP-CGT
to Power, therefore was an error on the part of the leadership and
ma jority of the Party, politically disarming the members and
sympathisers in their struggle to raise the level of consciousness
of the advanced guard and of the masses themselves by directlky
linking the daily problems and needs of the workers with the pro- -
blem of power. This was demonstrated with great clarity by the
failure of the Party to play any role in the mass demonstrations
of the Paris workers and more recently that at the Champ de Mars.
In these demonstrations the failure of the Stalinist leaders to
pese the question of the Workers'! Government was the subject of

. 1loud and spontaneous criticism by large groups of workers and
where the clear slegans of our Party could have roused an echo and
helped to bring these advanced werkers into collision with the
Stalinist leaders.

The IEC appeals to the leadership-of the PCI to seriously
reconsider the experiences, reorientate 1its entire political :
activity around the slogan of the CP-SP-CGT to Power as an im-
mediate agitational demand. The IEC requests the leadership of
the PCI to formulate a programme of action which concretises our ,
International transitional Programme into the conditions of French
economic and political life, to carry a summary of this programme
of action prominently in the press and consistantly utilise the
problems of the French working class to popularise our programme
and make it conscious in their daily life. o

Glven the necessity to deepen the coming struggles and to
unify them and the favourable ebjective conditions which make this
possible, the IEC appeals to the PCI leadership to direct a con- .
sistent propaganda in La Verite tq force the leadership of .the
trade unions to prepare for and to organize a general strike’
agalnst the rising prices and for a sliding scale of wages, and to
link this call for action directly to the slogans ~f Power.

To ensure the rapid reorientation of the Party in line with
what 1s sald above, the IEC calls upon the leadership of the PCI
- to exercise a firm contrnl over the contributions tg La Verite
eliminating all articles or formulations in contradiction to the
above orientation, or which can be held to place it in doubt by
sections of the Party or its sympathisers, and thus to carry out
the task of preparing all who leok to Trotskyism in France with a
clear and consistent political line and directives for the great
struggles that lie immediately ahead and may decisively settle the
- fate of the French working class for generations. '
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In saluting the members of the PCI and congratulating the
Party for its splendid work in winning the cadres of the SP Youth
towards the Party, the IEC believes that in the period of completing
the evolution of the SPY and preparing for fusing the Socialist
Youth into the French Section of the Fourth International, the
surest guarantee of completing the edufatlon of the Sooialist Youth
and finally destroying the remnants of Social Democratic reformist
~1deas will be carried out precisely on the basis of the fighting
campaign waged for our transitional slogans and concretised on the
basis of the slogans of Labour to Rower,
Lost - for

against

5 abqtentlons

OTIVATION OF THE VOTE OF COMRAD™ GEOFFROY

I wish to make known that, after fully studying the Haston
resolution on the PCI, I abstain on this resolution because while
agreeing with the genelal estimate of the present workers' struggles
and on the tactics to be applied on these struggles, I am opposed.
to the concretization of our governmental slogan in the form "SP-
CP-CGT to Power."

RESOLUTIOW ON THE MAGNIN CASE.

' 1) The PCI has been engaged in a political struggle of
tendencies., The outcome of thls struggle will be determined by the
party membership at the next congress of the PCI. It is the re-
sponsibility of the two main tendencies in the party to place as
clearly as possible before the membership their political positions
so that the rank and file militants can judge for themselves which
of the contending tendencies defends the carrect revolutionary line
and which tendency has departed from it.

2) To pose in the midst of such a political discussion the
question of split or the expulsion of the leaders of the Minority
tendency, as was done in Comrade Magnin's letter is a crime against
the party. The crime is particularly. reprehensible since this split
perspective is in no way motivated either politically or organiza-
tionally. <Such an injection of the split perspective by a leader
of the Majority tendency can do great harm to the party. It ob-
scures the political issues, creates an atmosphere of hysteria
which hinders the political resolution of the party crisis. It
can only spread discouragement and pessimism in the party ranks,
thus accentuating the party crisis. :

3) The refusal of the Majority to disavow the split or
expulsion perspective in clear terms and to condemn it sharply,
and assure the party militants of the unity of the party, makes
them responsible before the party and the International for the
views expressed by Magnin.

4) The Plenum states its conviction that the present ten-
dencies in the PCI have thelr place inside the party and the
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International. It therefore calls on the Central Committee of the -
PCI for an explicit condemnation of the split perspective so that
the atmosphere in the party could be cleared and the membership
assured of the continued unity of the party. This 1s indispensable
so that the party rank and file can intervene in the party crisis
and resolve it by its democratic decisions at the party congress.

Carried - 9 for .
3 against
2 abstentions

COUNTER RESOLUTION OF COMRADE GEQOFFROY

- The IEC has had its attention drawn to certair terms em-
ployed in a letter addressed by Comradz Magnin to the Ma jority
membe*s of the Central Committee, and especially to two passages -
saying: . ,

a) That if 1t becomes impossible to collaborate with the Frank
‘minority, it is necessary to head toward its expulsion;

b) That if it was too late to apply a whole series of organization
measur=s (and he indicates that he thinks the contrary), it is
necessary to prepare a split. . :

Although expressed orivately, that 1s to say, expressing
to the fullest extent the thoughts of their author, these ideas do
not contain proposals of expulsion or of split. Consequently, the -
IEC declares that it is not obliged to take a formal position on
this matter. However, it believaes that these are 1ldeas which can
- become very dangerous for the unity of the French party and calls
upon the leadership of the PCI to reenforce its vigilance against
everything which can develop a sharpening of the struggle of the
tendencies and the danger of split in ths party.

Lost - 3 for
9 against
2 abstentipns

RESOLUTION ON THE ZELLER ARTICLE

The Fourth Plenum of the IEC notes with astonishment that
the leadership of the PCI has published in No. 178 of LaVerite an
article signed by Fred Zeller, in which is contained the following:

"We have entered into a new stage of capitalism, which re-
quires without a doubt a party of a new type with a strategy and
‘tactics-that still remain to bes defined."

It notes with even greater astonishment that the editorial
board -of La Verite, after having besn called to order by the IS,
has felt that it had to reply in No. 185 by linking the above quota-
tion to the article by Comrade Thomas which apoeared in the latest
1ssue of "Quatrieme Internationale™



Concerning the statement of Zeller, it is impermissible
that an organ of the International, whose programme is based on a
very clear characterization of the epoch in which we 1ive and of
the type of party which this epoch requires, and thus distinguishes
1tself from all the varieus tendencies in the labor movement,
should insert texts of this kind without any przcise opinions of
its own and without distinguishing its own position therefrom, No
one denies to any militant in the International the right to ques-
tion the fundamental bases of our program, but that should be done
in an internal bulletin and not "in passing," in a newspaper
article. ‘

Concerning the insertion of the note in No. 185, it is
either a matter of a misplaced pleasantry or of a political falsi-
- fication. For, a perusal of the article by Comrade Thomas shows
clearly that the latter, far from putting into question the
character of our epoch and the nature of the party which it re-
quires, on the contrary arrives at the conclusion that the present
stage of monopoly capitalism even accentuates the exactness of the
analysls of our programme relating to it. : .

After discussing the article of Zeller in La Verite, the
IEC requests the editorial board of La Verite to develop in an
editorial the perspectives, policy and tactics of the Fourth -
~International, so as to leave no room for such ambiguity as might
have resulted for readers of La Verite on the subject of these
questions, from a reading of this article. o :

The IEC also requests Comrade Pred Zeller to put forward'
in the Internal Bulletin of the PCI, the exact ideas which he may
have in the matter of the formulation which has arocused consider-
able criticism, '

Carried - 13 for
1 against

COUNTER RESOLUTION OF COMRADE GEOFFROY ON THE ZELLER ARTICLE

. The IEC,>after discussing the article which appeared in
No, 178 of La Verite under the signature of Comrade Zeller,

- _Believes that the question of a new party and a new Inter-~
national is posed correectly, and without any prejudice to the PCI
and the International, but on the contrary entirely to the advan- .
tage of the PCI and the International, as is evidensed by the

. entirety of the following passages treating this question:

"When, at the time, we denounced backsliding and put for-
ward the necessity of a Revolutionary Party in order to take into
hand the interests of the proletariat, we were insulted and beaten.,
The more clever people smiled and shrugged their shoulders while
- calling us 'splitters.!

"After the strikes of the postal workers, the railwaymen~”
and the metal workers, the necessity of a new workers' party was
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apparent to tens of thousands of workers,

"The new cadres of the great future workers party are only
awakening at present,  Tremendous forces are in gestation. We
must approach them without sectarianism," ‘ ,

In the passage which follows immediately an ambiguous for-
mulation can give rise to a revisionist interpretation: '"We are
entering into a new phase of Capitalism which will require with-
out a doubty a party of a new type and a strategy and tactics
which remain to be defined." The words "which remain to be de-
fined" on the intention of the author are equivalent to the formu-
lation used in the appeal of the CC of the PCI of July 12th: "To
such a revolutionary unity, our party does not put any pre-con-
celved condition., It requests you to come and discuss with us
fraternally the policy of the revolutionary party, its method, its
statutes,; the line of conduct of its leadership..." '

. But these words could have given rise to a false ihterpre-
tation., While approving the line of the appeal of the CC of July
12th the IEC considers the ambiguity noted above as regretable
and requests the leadership of the PCI to exert a more careful
control upon the editorial board of the party's newspaper,

Lost (same composition in reverse as on previous resolution)

ORGANIZATTONAL RESOLUTION ON THE PCI

o The IEC calls upon both tendencies of the PCI to herewith
make a solemn declaration rejecting every idea of split and in
favor of unconditional acceptance of the decisions of the coming
congress., '

The IEC at the same time calls upon the whole party to
maintain the strictest Rolshevik discipline in carrying out the
decisions of the party leadership vup to the congress. It decides
to constitute an arbitration commission composed of one member
each of the two tendencies and of a member of the IS acceptable
to both tendencies in order to supervise the democratic prepara-
tion of the congress and the Bolshevik maintainance of discipline.

Carried - S for
4 against

GEQFFROY COUNTER RESQOLUTION

After having heard and discussed the report of Comrade
Germain on several internal organizational questions of the French
party, the IEC calls to the attention of every member of the PCJ
that the party has only one leadership and one discipline and that
every infraction against democratic centralism must be dealt with
according to normal procedure. That up to the next congress the
only leadership of the party is that which was elected by the 3rd
congress of the party; that loyalty towards this leadership is the
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only means of obtaining a healthy internal regime ih the garty,
now as well as after the next congress; that the continuation of °
a struggle of the tendencies which leads to violation of disci=- -
'pline and creates an atmosphere of split in the French party must
cease. A .

The IEC condemns every kind of splitting conduct and all
acceptance of an idea of an inevitable split as well as any orien-
tation that can cndanger the perspective of revolutionary unity
as outlined by the appeal of the CC of the PCI of July 1l2th,

The French party has indeed arrived at the decisive moment
of its cxistcnce with the approache of a considerable acquisition
of revolutionary militants coming from the Socialist Youth and
undoubtedly also from the Socialist party, The integration of
these militants won over to our program will be impossible within .
an atmosphere such as that prevailing at present in the French par-
ty. A failure of the French party in these conditions would sig-
nify a terrible blow to the development of the forces of the In-
ternational in France, Whoever does not understand the necessity
of a stricter diseciplinc in the PCI at the present moment -is taking
a heavy responsibility upon himself, .

" If the CC of the PCI (or its Political Buro) considers it
useful at the given moment, the IEC is prepared to constitute to-
gether with the representatives of the big tendencies of the French
party a commission which will help in regulating all conflicts
that may arise within the French party in the sense of discipline
and organic cohesion in the course of action,

Lost - & for
8 against ‘

RESQLUTION ON THE PRITISH QUESTION

The IEC, after having discussed again for the third time
in its plenum of September 1947, the question of the orientation
of the work of the British section in the light of the entire re-
cent development of the situation in England as well as that of
- the party, reaffirms the corrcecctness of the orientation towards
the Labour Party.

The developnient of the economic and political situwation in
Great Britain, far from taking place along the lines of the RCP
leadership's perspectives, is characterized by growing difficulty
faced by the Labour Government in view of the aggravation of the
economic situation in thé country which dectermines a policy of
anti-working class measures and of the lowering of the standard of
"1iving of the masses, and therefore a growing discontent in the
ranks of the workers politically affiliated to. the Labour Party.

The IEC regrets that the reccent congress of the RCP did
. not recognize the urgent character of a decisive turn towards the
Labour Party, and that it persisted along a line which will accen-
tuate the isolation of our movement in England, in the face of a
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development of an objective situation which makes more and more
clear the need for such a turn., The IEC, in view of the refusal
of the RCP to decide upon such a turn, considers that it is not
useful to force by its decision, the whole of the party to under-
take this work, whose fruitful accomplishment must be the result
of the political understanding of its importance and not a formal
discipline towards a decision of the Internatiocnal. Furthermore,
the TEC considers that, in view of the development of the situa-
tion in Great Britain and the dangerous stagnation of the RCP it
cannot remain indifferent and be satisfied with simple recommen-
dation,

For this rcason, and with the additional aim of persuading
the British comrades as a whole of the correctness of its oricn-
tation by practical example, the IEC declares itself in favor of
the entry of the Minority of the RCP into the Labour Party.

Carried - 8 for ,
5 against

~1]-

Faced with situation concerning the RCP (Great Britain)
where thce majority at the last congress of the party declared it-
self against total entry into the Labour Party at this time, while
the IEC has on threec occasions favored such an orientation, the IEC
is of tht opinion thot it wonld be wrong to impose its view on
the RCP majority by instructing it to enter the Labour Party.

On the other hand, the RCP minority, which favors total
entry, has made an appcal to the IEC to make it possible for it
as a group to enter the Labour Party and apply its own policy
within it, ' '

The IEC thercfore authorizes the minority to enter the
Labour Party under the following terms acceptable to the RCP rep-
‘resentatives on the IEC: ‘ : _

1) The mirnority as a group, when it enters the Labour
Party, shall function independently undsr the direct discipline
of the cxecutive bodies of thc International. :

2) Both organizations are recognized as an integral part
of the Fourth International with all rights and obligations. On
the IEC there shall be one majority and one minority reprcsenta-
tive. On the IS therc shall be one majority representative, At
the World Congress, representation shall be accorded in propor-
tion to numerical strength,

3) ‘There shall be a coordinating committee of the RCP and
the Entrist Group to supervise collaboration wherever possible of
the work inside and outside the Labour Party, of both organiza-
tions.
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Carried ~ 11
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The IEC emphasiges that this solution is exceptional and
cannot be considered as a precedent in regulating the life of the
sections, This solution shall be reviewed periodically in the
light of the experiences of the work inside the Labour Party as ,
well as the independent work of the RCP for the purpose of reestab. .
lishing the unity of the BSFI as soon as possible,

The RCP is to hold a national convention within 30 days
devoted to the considecration of this proposal and its practical
application, The deeisions of the IEC are to be put into effect
immediately following this convention, '

" (Resolution submitted by unanimous decision of the special
commission 17-9-47,)

-
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RESOLUTION ON THE ITALIAN SITUATION AND THE P,0.C.

1) The Italian situation is characterized at present by
a series of factors foreshadowing the approach of the coming
crisis:

a) Inflation and the high cost of living are throwing the labor-
ing masses of the towns and villages into ever greater misery and
accentuate to thce extreme the social contradictions,

b) The De Gasperi government is incapable of meeting the growing
economic difficulties and maintains the country in a state of per-
manent crisis, ’

¢) The reactionary policy of De Gasperi exasperates the laboring

masses and opens the perspective of a sccond wave of politieal
struggles following the vast movements for bread and wages which
are wnfolding at present,

d) The rise of ncowfascism, the revival of anti-working class
terrorism and of the reactionary schemes of the army, the monar-
chists and the landed gentry in the South, create a favorable
terrain for a powerful counter-offcnsive of the masses,

" 2) With this objective situation as a background, therec
is developing a process of differentiation and ideological fer=
mentation ingide the labor movement;

a) The fundamental orientation of the Italian CP remains that

of the "pcoples block" (the Italian formula for the Peoples
Front), The CP is exposed to criticism and to growing disaffec=-
tion on part of the worker's vanguaré in view of its class colla-
boration policy. Its youth organization is disintegrating
completely, '
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b) The Italian Socialist Party(PSI) has definitively dropped the
perspective of adhesion with the CP. This has deprived its rank
and file militants of their fundamental orientetion and thrown the
party into a serious crisis., The strugegle between the Nenni and
Basso tendencies is characterized by the fact that in both of those
tendencies the centrist elements left are questioning the entire
maximalist "strategy", '

¢) The Italian Socialist Labour Party (PSLI) is torn by a very
serious internal crisis foreshadowing convulsions that can become ¥
atal for this party, The reformist right wing (the "Critica So-
clale" tendency of Saragat) wants to re-enter the government is
orienting towards the closest collaboration with the Demo-Christ-
ians (Catholic Democrats). The center("Iniziativa Socialista" ten-
~dency) has made @& sharp and violent turn to the right, accepting
governmental collaboration and collaboration on the Marshall Plan,
As a result, a left wing is grystalizing around the Socialist
youth, which is opposed to class-collaboration and has broken as a
tendency with the MIniziativa Socialista."

d) The Bordigist party is stagnating and its worker militants
are being discouraged and demoralized as a result of its vain ef-
forts to win the masses on the basis of its sectarian policy,

All of this formentation is expressed by the fact that the
industrial proletariat clearly senses the need for a new revolu-
tionary policy, that it is deeply disillusioned with the existing
parties and consequently maintains an ever more passive political
~walting attitude, The situstion is more than ripe for the build-
ing of a genuine revolutionary party. If the present period con-
tinues without the appcarance of such a party, the elements of
demoralization in the working class-as a whole may overwhelm it
in the face of the latent danger of civil war,

- 3) Faced with this situation, the POC, the section of the
Fourth Intecrnational has been incapable of translating into life
the Trotskyist program in ITtaly as well as of establishing a ser-
lous pole of attraction for the various currents of radicalizaticn
which are crystalizing in the traditicnal organizations, Consti-
tuted by a fusion between the small Trotskyist group around Nicola
Di Bartolomeo and the Federation of Puglia led by Mangano, the
POC ever since its crecation has been unable to assimilate the spir-
1t and the meaning of the Transitional Demands, Its new lcaderw
ship, originating from the Puglia Federation, at present substi-
tutes for this spirit a completely anti-Leninist doctrinairism
which disarms the party in the face of the grandiose tasks that it
has to resolve, This sectarian doetrinairism is characterized bys

a) The establishment of a mechanical and imaginary link between
"the transformation of war economy into peace economy" on the one _
hand, and the revolutionary upsurge of the proletariat on the oth-
er hand, The leadership of the POC is thus incapable of understend-
ing preciscly what the difficulties are that prevent a broad eco-
nomic revival and which give the present situation a pronounced
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explosive character, permitting the working claés, under a proper
leadership, to shake the entire capitalist regime proceding from
the struggles for immediate demands,

b) The inability to uncerstand the fundamental need for a revo=-
~lutionary partys at the present stage in Italy, of politicalizing
the economic movcments of the masses., The leadership of the POC
confines itsclf to supporting the economic struggles and to issu-
ing a few slogans on the subject of wages., It calls upon the mass-
es to disinterest themselves in elections, in the Constituent As-
sembly, and in ail political life and recognizes only one polit-
ical '"slogan'': The dictatorship of the Proletariat,
. ’

¢) It confuses the class collaboraticn policy of the traditional
workers parties, in the form cof “"Peoples Front", "Peoples Block"
etc... with the Icninist tactic of the united front of workers or-
"ganizations, rejecting the latter in “principle™ as equivalent to
the former. The prescent situation in Italy, in view of the in-
creasing hostility to the reactionary government,; and the demagogic
exploitaticn of it by the Stalinists,; makes particularly necessary
for the revolutionary party agitation around the slogan: "For a
united front of thc workers parties against the rise of rcaction,"
"down with the De Gasperi government! against a new three party
block (with the bourgcoisic)! for a CP-SP-PSLI-CGIL (Trade union
Federation) government.". Here too the sectzrian attitude of the
POC leadership disarms the party. ’

d) The lack of understanding of the role of the revolutionary
party as the motive force of the workers struggle and the decisive
power it exerts, in the course of these struggles to lead the
masses to an understanding cof the need to overthrow capitalism.
For the present leadership of the POC the party must confine it-
self to supporting at present the workers struggles, without ,
attempting to raise them to a higher level. Only when the objec-
tive conditions will be ripe (?) will tne masses come to the party
ard the party itself become the revolutionary element in these
struggles. This purely fatalistic conception reducesg the POC to
the role of a passive and impotent spectator at a moment when
events are unfolding and will continus to unfoid, which will
decide the fate of the Ttalian nroletariat for years to come.

This sectarian policy of the POC leadership would by it-
self repel all the currents of radicalization that are cdetaching
themgelves from the traditional organizations., But in addition
to that the POC leadership has formally prohibited its members
from-participating in fraction work within the other workers or-
ganizations thus completely tying its hands with regarcds to influ-
encing any of the new currents,

4) The present POC leadership clected at a naticnal con-
ference which was not preceded by a broad programmatic discussion,
had as its essential task the preparation of the first congress
of the party which was tc result in the real act of constituting
the Italian section of the Fourth International: The elaboration
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and adoption of its program of acticn, However not only has the
present leadership done nothing in this respect, but it has intro-
duced organization principles and methods which if adopted, would
give the party an entirely anti-Leninist physiognomy:

a) The present POC leadership wants to substitute for democratic
centralism a "reveclutionary centralism" which progeeds from the
absurd standpoint that every minority in the party is "an objec-
tively counter-revolutionary tendency," against which the leader-
ship must "defend" the party. This conception leads the POC lead-
ership to prohibit "in prineciple" the right of factions inside the
party, to be against any organized tendency to work, and %o limit
the internal democracy of the party to the printing of minority
articles in the bulletin,

b) The prescnt POC leadership arrogates td itself the right to
decide sovereignly upon the transmission.or non-transmission of
documents of the International to various: secticns of the party:
it arrogates to itself the right to expel from the party all ele=-
ments who "break" the "discipline" it itself established, and of
prohibiting the International from intervening politically or orga-
nizationally in the POC aside from publishing "documents'", under
the pretext that such intervention constitutes "fraction work,"
It holds the position-that the Internaticnal exists only "poten=-
tially" and will only exist in reality when it will abandon its
own line and adopt that of the POC.

' 5) In view of all of the preceding considerations the
Fourth Plenum of the IEC °

a) Declares that the anulhb revoluticnary party of the Italian
proletariat still remains to be built.

b) Declares that the entirety of the political and organiza-
tional ccnceptions of the POC are in fundamental oppositicn to
the program of the Fourth International,

¢) Requests the leadership of the POC to make cleary in view of
this opposition of its prlncip]cs to those of the Tnternational,
for what reascns it remainsg affiliated to the International, and
to what extent it is prepared to fulfill the obligations of the

political and organizationel discipline of the International,

d) Formally instructs the Central Committee of the POC to post-
pone the first congress of the party towards the middle cf the
month of November, in ordcr to permit the International to submit
for the discussion preparatery to this congress its own program-
matic documents and its own political line for Italy.

e) Instructs the IS to intervene energetically in the course of

the preparations and the holding of ccngress of the POC, in order
to defend therein the gencral line of the International, to group
a maximum of militants on that basis and tc admonish the congress
of the POC that the adoption by the congress of the political and
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organizational thesis of the pregent leadership will oblige the
IEC and the World Congress to reeexamine the whole question of the
affiliation of the POC to the International, :

Carzieg unanimously

MOTION ON ORGANIZATION OF THE POC (ITALY)

To inform the CC of the POC that its decisign to expel
members of the party engaged in fraction work in other organiza-

- tions is contrary to the poliey of the International, Such ex-

pulsions will not be reccgnized by the International, On the cone
trary, we consider such fraction work at this time of primary
importance in Italy and we call upon the Bolshevik Leninists com-
rades-in Italy to engage in such work., The IEC and the IS will

- render all aid possible to the comrades engaged in this work, which

will be carried on under the dircect control of the IS.
Carried unanimousiy v | |
MOTION: The IEC instructs the IS to gather the necessary

documentation on the organizations in Indo-China ("La Lutte" and
Internationalist Communist League) and to report on this .at the

‘next plenum,

~Carried unanimousiy

POLITICAL REPORT: ‘The IEC has taken cognizance of the
political report and of the declaration of the IS that a resolu-
tion along the general line of the report is soon to be submitted

- for International discussion,



