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THESEG ON_THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Draft Theses of the National Committee
Prgsented to_the 12th National Convention of the SWP

I

The United States, the most powerful capitalist country in
history, is a component part of the world capitalist system and is
subject to the same gencral laws. It suffers from the same incur-
able diseases and is destined to share the same fate. The overwhelm-
ing preponderance of American imperialism does not exempt i1t from the
decay of world capitalism, but, on the contrary, acts to involve it
ever more deeply, inextricably and hopelessly. U.S. capitalism can
no more escape from the revolutionary consequences of world capital-
ist decay than the older European capitalist powers.

The blind alley in which world capitalism has arrived, and
the United States with it, excludes a new organic’era of capitalist
stabilization. Consequently, there neither will nor can be anyvnéw
flowering of bourgeois democracy: the avowed and fraudulent goal of
the "People's Fronts" in the pre-war era, and the pretended -- and
no less fraudulent -- aim of the "United Nations" organization.

The main line of the revolutionary Transitional Program,
adopted by the Founding Congress of the Fourth International in 1938
and reaffirmed by the April 1946 International Conference, is fully
and especially applicable to the United States. The dominant world
position of American imperialism now accentuates and aggravates the

death agony of capitalism as a whole.
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American imperialism emerged victorious from the Second
World War not merely over its German and Japanese riyals but also
over its "democratic'" Allies, especially Great Britain. Today Wall
Street unquestionably 1s the dominant world imperialist center,
Precisely because it has issued from the war vastly‘strengthened in
relation to all its capitalist rivals, U.S. imperialism seems in-
domitable. So overpowering in all fields -- diplomatic, military,
commercial, financial and industrial -- is Wall Street's preponder-
ance that'consolidation of its world hegemony seems to be within
easy reach, Wall Street hopes to inaugurate the so-called "American
Century."

-In reality, the American ruling class faces more insurmount-
able obstacles in "organizing the world" than confronted the German
bourgeoisie in its repeated and.abortive attempts to attain a much
more modest goal, namely: "organizing Europe," |

The meteoric rise of U.S. imperialism to world supremacy,
comes too late., Moreover, it has shifted the main arena of American
capitalism from its domestic market, the foundation of its previbus
successes and equilibrium, over to the shattered world market, with
éll its insoluble contradictions, chronic dislocations and revolu-
tionary powder kegs. |

American capitalism, hitherto only partlally involved in the
death agohy 6f capitalism as a world system, is henceforth subject: |
to the full and direct impact of all the forces and contradictlons
that have debilitated the old capitalist countries of Europe.

| The econcmic prerequisites for the Socialist revolution are

fully matured in the United States. The political premises are
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likewise far more advanced than might appcar on the surface.

III

The United States emerged from the Second World War, just as
it did in 1918 -- as the strongest part of the capitalist world. But
here ends the resemblance in the impuct and consequences of the two
wars upon the country's ecoromie life., For in other major as?ects
the situation has in the mcantime drastically altered,

In 1914~18 continental Zurope was the main theater of war;
the rest of the world, especially the colonial countries, was left.
virtually untcuched by the hcstilities. Thus, not only sections of
continental Europe and England but the main framcwork of the world
market itself remained intact, With all its European competifors
embroiled in the war, the way was left clear for American capitalism
to capture markets.

More than this, during the First World War capitalist Europe
itself became a vast market for American incdustry and agriculture.
The American bourgecisie drained Furope of her accumulated wealth of
centuries and supplanted their 014 World rivals in the world market.
This enabled the ruling class to convert the U.,S, from a debtor into
the world's banker and creditor, and simultaneously to expand both |
the heavy (capital goods) and the light (consumers' goocds) industries.
Subsequently this wartime expansion permitted the fullest poséible
development of this country's domestic market. Finally, not merely
did the American bourgeoisie make vast profits from the war but the.
country as a whole emcrged much riéher. The rélatively cheap price

of imperialist participation in World War I (only a few score
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billion dollars) was covered many times over by the accruing economic
gains, ’

.Profoundly different in its effects is the Sccond World Waf.
This time'on]y the Western himispherc has been left untouched mili-
tarily. The Far East, the real prize of the war, has been subjected
to a devastuotion second only to that suffered by Germany and Eastern
Europe., Continental Luropc as well as England have been bankruptedr
by th: war. The world market has been combletely distrupted., Thus
culminated the process of shrinking, splintering and undermining that
went on in the interval between the two wars (the withdrawal of one-
sixth of the world, the US3R, from the capitalist orbit, the debase-
ment of currency systems, the barter methods of Hitlerite Germany,
Japan's-inronsds oﬁ Asiatic énd Latin American markets, England's
Empire Preference Systcm, etc., etc.). '

Europe, which defaulted on all its prior war and post-war
debts to the U.S., this tiwe scrved not as an inexhaustible and high-
1y profitable market, but as a gigantic drain upon the wealth and
resources of this coﬁntry in the shspe of Lend-Lease, over-all con-
version of American economy for wartime production, huge mobilization
of manpower, %arge;scaléAcasualties, and so on.

With régard to the internal market, the latter instead of
expanding organically as 1914-18, experienced in the course of the
S8ocond World War only an artificial revival based.on war ekpendif
tures, ’

- While the bhourgeoisie hes been fabulously enriched, the
country as a whole has become much poorer: the astronomic costs of
the war will never bhe recouped.

‘In sum, the major factors that once served.to foster and
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fortify American capitalism eithcr no longer exist or are turning

into their opposites.

‘ IV

The prosperity that followed World War I, which was hailed
as a new capitalist era refuting all Marxist prognostications, cnded
in an economic catastrophe, But even this short-lived prosperity of
the Twenties was based on a combination of circumstances which cannot
and will not recur again., In addition to the factors alfeady listed,
it is necessary to stress: (1) that American capitalism had a virgin
continent to'exploit; (2) that up to a point it had been able to
maintain a certain balance between industry and agricultures; and
(3) that the main base of capitalist expansion in this country had
been its internal market, So long athhese three conditions existed,
although they were already being undermined, it was possible for U.S.
capitalism to maintain a relative stability. ‘
v The boom in the Twentics nourished the myth of the permanent
stability of American capitalism, giving rise to pompous and hollow
theories of a "new Capitalism," "American exceptionalism," the
"American dream," and so forth and so on.

The illusiéns about the possibilities and future of American
capitalism were spread by the reformists and all other apologists
~ for the ruling class not only at home but abroad. "Americanism" was
the gospel of all the misleaders of the European and American working
class. |

What éctually happened in the course of the fabulous prosper-

i1ty of the Twenties was that under these most favorable conditlons,
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all the premises for an unparalleled economic catastrophe were pre-
pared. Out of it came a chronic crisis of American agriculture, Out
of it came a monstrous concentration of wealth in fewer and fewer
hands., Correspondingly, the rest of the population became relatively
poorer, Thus, while in the decade of 1920-30 industrial productivity
increased by 50 percent, wages rose only 30 percent, The workers
were able to buy -- in prosperity -- proportionately less than before.

' The relative impoverishment of the American people is like-
wise mirrored in national wealth statistics. By 1928 the workers'
share of the national wealth had dropped to 4.7 percent; while the
farmers retained only 15,4 percent. At the same time, the bour.
geolsie's share of the national wealth had risen to 79.9 percent,
with most of it falling into the hands of Sixty Families and their
retainers. ,

The distribution of national income likewise expressed this

~ monstrous disproportion., In 1929, at the peak of prosperity, 36,000
families had the same income ag 11 million "lower-bracket" families.

This concentration of wealth was a cardinal factor in limit-

ing the absorbing capacity of the internal market.,

Meanwhile, compensating external outlets for agriculture and
industry could not be .found in a constricting world market. |

Moreover, the need to export raw materials and agricultural
products tended to further unbalance American foreign trade. This
inescapably led to a further dislocation of the world market, whose
participants were debtor countries, themselves_in need of selling
more than they bought in order to cover payments on their debts,
largely owed to the U,S, |

While appearing and functioning in the role of stabilizers
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of capitalism, the American imperialists wefe thus its greatest dis-
rupters both at home and abroad. The U.S. turned out to be the main
source of world instability, the prime aggravator of imperialist
contradictions, ’

In the interim between the two wars this manifested itself
most graphically in the fact that all economic convulsions began in
the Republic of the Dollar and the home of "rugged individualism,"
This was the case with the first post-war crisis of 1920-21; this was
repeated eight years later when the disproportion between agriculture
and industry reached the breaking point and when the internal market
had become saturated owing totheimpoverishment of the people at one
pole and the aggrandizement of the mqnopolists at the other. The
Great American Boom exploded in a crisis which shattered the economic

foundations of all the capitalist countries.

)/

The economic crisis of 1929 was not a cyclical crisis such as
periodically accompanied organic capitalist development in the past,
leading to new and higher productive levels. It was a ma jor histori-
cal crisis of capitalist decay,~which could not be overcome through
the "normal" channels, that is tb‘say, through the blind interplay
of the laws governing the market,

Production virtually came to a standstill. National income
was cut into less than half, plummeting from 81 billion dollars in
1929 to 40 billion in 1932, Industry and agricuibure sagged. The
army of unemployed swelled tenfold "normal," reaching the -dizzy figure
of 20 million. According to official estimates, based on 1929 '
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averages, the losses in the years 1930-38 amounted to 43 million man-
years of labor, and 133 billion dollars of national income,

By 1939 the national dcbt soared to 40 billion dollars,vor
14 billion more than the highest point at the end of World War I.

The number of unemployed kept hovering at 10 million., Industry and
agriculture stagnated. The foreign trade of the U.S. in a reduced
world market fell to less than half of its "normal" peacetine share,

What all these figures really express 1s the fearsome degra-
dation of living standards of the workers and the middle class, and
the outright pauperization of the "underprivileged onc-third" of the
population., The wafer-thin layer of monopolists, naturally, did not
suffer at all, but on the contrary utilized the crisis in order to
gobble up even a larger share of the country's wealth and resources, -

The bourgeoisic¢ saw no way out of the crisis, They had no
way out. They and their rogime remained the main obstacle in the way
not only of domestic but world recovery. In its downward plunge, the
American bourgeoisie dragged the rest of the capitalist world with 1it,
and kept it down, .

Decisive is the fact that despite all the "pump-priming,"
"brain-irusting," and emergency "reforms," American capitalism was
incapable of emerging from the collapse. The partial upswing of
1934-~37 proved to be tcmporary and passing in character. The pre-
cipitous drop that occurred in 1937 revealed the abyss facing American
capitalism, The threatening new downward plunge was cut off only by
the huge expenditures made in preparation for the Second World War,

Only the war temporarily resolved the economic crisis which
had lasted in both hemisphercs for ten ycars. The grim reality, how-
ever, is that this "solution" hes solved exactly nothing. Least of
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all did it remove or cven mitigate a single one cf the basic causes

for the crisis cf 1929,

VI

As in the advanced European countries of three decades &go,
the basis of the currcnt American post-war prosperity is the arti-
ficial expansion of industry and agriculture through unprecedented
gevernment spending which is swelling constantly the enormous national
¢ebt, In its fictitious character the war and post-war boom of the
early Forties far exceecds the orgy engaged in by Europcan capitalism
during 19ik4-18 and the immediate post-war years.

The diversion of production into war industry on an unheard-
of scale resulted in temporary shortages of consumers' goods. The
home and foreign markets scened to acquire a new absorbing capacity.

" Universal scarcities and war havoc, arc acting as temporary spurs to
production; eSpeciélly in the congsumers*® gools ficld.

Over-all there is, however, the universal impoverishment, the
disrupted economic, fiscal and governmental systeﬁs -~ coupled with
the chronic diseases and contradictions of capitalism, not softened
but aggravateé by the war,

If we multiply the condition in which European capitalism,
with Engiand at its head, emerged from World War I by ten tires and
in some instances a hundred times .- because of the vaster scale of
the consequences of the two wars -- then we will arrive at an approxi-
mation of the actual state of American capitalism,

Every single factor underlying the current "peacetime" pros-

perity is ephemeral. This country hes emerged not richer from World
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War II as was the case in the Twentlies, but poorer -- in a far more
impoverished world. The disproportion between agricultare and
industry has likewise excessiv§ly increased, despite the hot-house
expansion of agriculture, The.concentration of wealth and the polar-
ization of the American population into rich and poor has been con-
tinued at a forced pace,

The basic cohdjtions that precipitated the 1929 crisis when
American capitalism enJoyed its fullest health, not only pefsist but
have grown more malignant. Once the internal market is agein satur-
ated, no adequate outlet can be hoped for in the unbalanced world
market. The enormously augmented productive capacity of the U.S.
collides against the limits 6f the world market and its shrinking
capacity. Ruined Europe herself needs to export; so does the ruined
Orient, whose equilibrium has been ruptured by the elimination of
Japan, its most advance¢ sector,

Europe is in dire need of billions in loans, In addition to
Lend-Lease, Wall Strect has already pumped almost 5 billions in loans
into England; almost 2 billions into Francej and smaller sums into
the other satellite countiies of Western Europe =-- without, however,
achieving any semblance of stabilization there. Bankrupt capitalist
Europe remains both a corpetitor on the world market and a bottom-
less drain. The Orient§ too,.needs loans, especially China, which,
while in the throes of civil war, has already swallowed up more
American dollars than did Germany in the early Twenties.

‘At home, the explosive materials are accumulating at a truly
American teﬁpo. Carrying charges on the huge national debt; the |
astronomic military "peacetime" budget (18.5 billion dollars for this
ycar); the.inflation, the "overhead expendituras“ of Wall Strect's

\}
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program of worid domination; cte., etc., =-- all this can come from one
source and onc conly: national income. In plain words, from the
purchasing power of the masscs, Degradation of workers' living con-
ditions and the pauperization of the farmers and the urban middie

class -- that is the meaning of Wall Street's program,

VII

The following conclusion flows from the objective sitnation:
U.S. imperialism which proved incapable of recovering from its crisis
and stabilizing itself in tbe ten-ycar poriod preceding the outbreak
of World War II is heading for an even more catastrophic explosion in
the current post-war era, The cardinsl factor which will light the
fuse 1s this: the home market, after an initial end artificial re-
vival, must contract. It cannot expmand as it did in the Twenties,
That is really in store is not unbounded prosperity but a short-lived
boom. In the wake of the boom must come another crisis and depres-
sion which will make the 1929-32 conditicns look prospcrous by com=-

parison.

VIII
The impending economic paroxysms must, under the existing
conditions, pass inexorably into the social and political crisis of
American capitalism, posing in its course pointblank the question of
who shall be the master in the land. In their mad drive to conquer
and enslave the entire world the American monopolists are today pre~

pnriﬁg war against the Soviet Union. This war program, which may
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be brought to a head by a crisis or the fear of a crisis at home
will meet with incalculable obstacles and difficulties. A war will
not solve the internal difficulties of American imperialism but will
rather sharpen and complicéte them, Such a war will meet with fierce
- resistance not only by the peoples of the USSR, but also by the
European and colonial masses who do not want to he the slaves of Wall
Street, - At home the flercest resistance will be generated. Wall
Street's war drive, aggravating the social crisis, may under certain
conditions actually precipitate it, In any case, another war will
‘ not cancel out the socialist alternative to capitalism but only pose
it more sharply.

The workers' struggle fdr power in the United States 1is not
' é perspective of a distant and hazy future but the realistic program

of our epoch, -

IX

The revolutionary movement of the American workers is an
organic part of the world revolutionary process. The revolutionary ’
upheavals of the European proletariat which lie ahead will comple-
ment, reinforce and accelerate the revolutionary developments in the
United States. The liberationist struggles of the colonial peoples
against imperialism whiéh are unfolding before our eyes will exert

a similar influence, Conversely, each glant blow dealt by the Amer=-
ican proletariat to the imperialists at home will stimulate, supple-
ment and intensify the revolutionary struggles in Europe and the

colonies. Every reversal suffered by imperialism anywhere will, in

turn, produce ever greater repercussions in this country, generating
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such speed and power as will tend to reduce all time-intervals both

at home and abroad,

X

The role of America in the world is decisive. Should the
European and colonial revolutions, now on the order of the day, bre-
cede in point of time the culmination of the struggle in the U.S.,
they would immediately be confronted with the necessity of defending
their conquests against the cconomic and military essaults of the
American imperialist monster. The ability of the victorious insur-
gent peoples everywhere to maintain themselves would depend to a high'
degree on the strength and fighting capacity of the revolutionary
labor movement in America. The American workers would then be
obliged to come to their aid, just as the Western European working
class came to the’aid of the Russian Revolution and saved it by
blocking full-scale imperizlist military assaults upon the young
Workers' Republic, ' |

But even should'the ravolution in Turope and other parts of
"the world be once again retarded, it will by no means signify a
prolonged stabilization of the world capitalist system. The issue of
socialism or capitalism will not be finally decided until it 1is |
decided in the United Statés. Another rctardation of the proletar-
ian revolution in one country or another, or even one continent or
another, will not save American imperialism from its proletarian
nemesis at home. The decisive battles for the Communist future of
mankind will be fought in the United States.

The revolutionary victory of the workers in the U.S. will
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seal the doom of the senile bourgeois regimes in every part of our
planety, and of the Stalinist burcaucracy if it still exists at the
time. The Russian Revolution raised the workers and colonial peoples
to their feet, The American Revolution with its hundredfold gfeater
power will set in motion revolutionary forces that will change the
face of our planet, The whole ™estern Hemisphere will quickly be
consolidated into the Socialist United States of North, Central arnd
South America. This invincible power, merging with the revolutionary
movements in ali parts of the world, will put an end to the outlived
capitalist system as a whole, and begin the grandiose task of world
reconstruction under the bamner of the Socialist United States of the

World,

X1

Whereas the main problem of the workers in the Russian Revo-
lution was to maintain their power once they bad gained it, the prob-
lem in the United States is almost exclusively the problem of the
conquest of power by the workers. The conquest of power in the United
States will be mére difficult than it was in backward Russia, but
precisely for that reason it will be much easier to consolidate and
sacure,

The dangers of internal counter-revolution, foreign inter-
vention, imperialist blockade and bureaucratic degencration of a
privileged labor caste =-- in Russia all of these dangers stemmed
from the numerical weakness of the proletariat and the age-long
povefty and backWardness inherited from Czarism. On top of this

the Russian Revolution was isolated. These dangers were in the
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final analysis unavoidable there, ‘

These dangers scarcely exist in the United States. Tharks
to the overwhelming numerical superiority and social weight of the
proletariat, its high cultural level and potential; thanks to the
country's vast rosourccs, its productive capacity and preponderant
étrength on the world arena, the victoricus proletarian revolution
in the U.S., once it has consolidated its’'power, will be almost auto-
matically secured against capitalist restoraticn cither by internal
counter-revolution or by foreign interventioﬁ and imperialist

lockade,

As for the danger of bureaucratic degencration after the
rovolutiohary victory_-- this can only arise from privileges which
~are in turn based on backwardness,poverty,and-universal scarcities,
Such a danger could have no material foundation within.the v.s,

Here the triumphant Workers' and Farmers' Government would from the
very beginning be able to organize socirlist production on far higher
1eve1s than‘under capitalism, and virtually overnight assure such a
high standard of 1iving for the masses as would strip privileges in
the material sensec of any serious meaning whatever, Mawkish specu-
lations concerning the danger of bureaucratic degeneration after the
victorious reovolution scrve no ﬁurpose except to introduce gskepti-
cism and pessimism into the renks of the workers' vanguard, and
paralyze their will td‘struggle, while providing fainthearts and
snivellers with a convenient pretext forrevadiﬁg and running away
from the struégle, The problem in the U.S, is almost exclusively

the problem of the workers' conquest of political power,
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X11

" In the coming struggle for power the main advantages will be
on the side of the workers; with adequate mobilization of their
forces and proper direction the workers will win. If one wishes to
‘deal with stern realities and not with fictions and superficial
appearances, that is the only way to pose the question. The American
cébitalist class is strong, but the American working class is strong-
er., ' .
The numerical strength and social weight of the Ameriecan
working class, greatly increased by the war, is overwhelming ih the
country's life. Nothing can stand up against it. The productivity
of American labor, likewise greatly increased in wartime, is the high-
est in the world. This means skill, and skill means power.

The American workers are accustomed to the highest living and
working standards, '?he widely<held view that high wages are a con-
servatizing factor tend%ng to meke workers immune to revolutionary
ideas and actions, is one-sided and false. This holds true only
under conditions of capitalist stability where the relatively high
standard of living can be maintained and even improved. This is
excluded for the future, as our whole analysis has shown, On the
other hand, the workcrs react most sensitively and violently to any
infringement upon their living standards. This has already been
demonstrated by the strike waves in which great masses of “conserva=-
tive" workers have rcsorted to the most militant and radical course
of action, In the given situatiqn5 therefore, the relatively high
living standard of the American workers is a revolutionary and not,
as 1s commonly helieved, a conservatizing factor.

The revolutionary potential of the class is further
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strengthened by their traditional militancy cocupled with the ability
to react and act almost sponteznenusly in defense of their vital
interests, and their singular resourccfulness and ingenuity (the sit-
down strikes!). |

Another highly impértant factor in raising the revolutionary
potential of the American working class is its greatly Increased
cohesiveness and homogeneity -- a transformation accomplished in the
last quarter of a century.

Proviously large and decisive sections of the proletariat in
the basic industries were recruited by immigration. These foreign-
born workers were handiceppced and divided by language barriers, treat-
ed as social pariahs and deprived of citizenship and the most element-
ary civil rights., All these eircumstances appeéred to be insuper-
able barriers in the way of their organizetion and functioning as a
united labor forcés In the intervéning yecars, however, these forelgn-
bdrn workers have been assimilated and "Americanized.," They and
their sons today constitute a powerful} militent and articulate
detachment of the organized labor mcvement,

An equally significant and profound development is represent-
ed by the transformation that has téken place in the position occu-
pied by the Negroes., Formerly barred and deprived of the rights and
benefits of orgenization by the §ominant reactionary craft unions ang,
on the other hand, regarded and sometimes utilized by the employers \
as a reserve for strike-breaking purposcs, masses of Negroes have
since the twenties penetrated into the basic industries and into the
unions. Not less than two millicn Negrocs are members of the‘Cio,
AFL and independent unions., They have demonstrated in the great
strike struggles that they stand in the front lines of‘progfessive-

ness and militancy."
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The American workers have the advantege of being comparative-
ly ffee, especieclly among the younger and mest militant layers, from
reformist prejudices, The class as a whole has not been infected with
the debilitating poison of reformism, either of the classic "Social-
igt" variety or the latter-day Stulinist brand. As a consequence,
once they proceed to action, they more readily accept the most
redical solutions. No important section of the class, let alone the
class as a whole, has been demoralized by defeats., Finally, this
young and mighty power is being drawn into the decisive phases of the
class struggle at a tempo that crecates unparalleled premises for mass

radicalization.

XIII
Much has been said about the "backwardness" of the American
working class as a justification for a pessimistic outlook, the post-
ponement of the socialist revolutién to a2 remote future and with-
drawal from the struggle. This is a very superficiel view of the
American workers and their prospects.

_ It is true that this class,; in many respects the most advanc-
ed and progressive in the world, has not yet taken the road of
independent political action on a mass scale. Put this weakness can
be swiftly overcome. Under the compulsion of objective necessity not
only backward peoples but backward classes in advanced countries find
themselves driven to clear great distances in single leaps. ,AS a
matter of fact, the American working class has already made one such
1éap‘whioh has advanced it far ahecad of 1ts old positions.

The workers entered the 1929 crisis as an unorganized, -~
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atomized mass imbued with illusions concerning "rugged individual-
isr," "private initiative," "free enterprise," "the American Way,"
etc,y etc, Less than 10 percent of the class as a whole was organ-
jzed on the trade union field (fewer than 3 million out of 33 million
in 1929). Moreover, this thin layer embraced primarily the highly
skilled and privileged workers, organized in antiquated craft unlons.
The main and most decisive section of the work:rs knew unionism only
as "company-unionism," remaining without the benefit, the experience
ard even the ﬁnderstanding of the most elementary form of workers'
organization == the‘trade union. They were regarded and treated as
mere raw material for capitelist exploitation, without rights or
protection or aﬁ&.security of empldyment.

As a consequence, the 1929 crisis found the working class
helpless and impotent. For threc years the masses remained stunned
and disoriented by the diséster, their resistance was extremely
limited and sporadic, But theif enger and resentment accumulated.
The next five years (1933-37), coincident with a partial revival of
industry, witnessed a series of gigantic clashes, street fights and
. git-down strikes =~ am embryonic civil war -- the end rcsult of whieh
was a leap -- a glant leap «- fof millicns of workers from non-
existence as an orgapizcd force .to trade union consciousness and
organization, Once fairly started, the movement for unicnism
‘snowfballed, empracing‘today almost 15,000,000 in all th$ basic
industries. ‘

~ In one leap -- in a brief decade -- the American workers
attained trade-union_consciousness on a higher plane and‘with mighﬁiér
organizations than in any other advanced country. In the study and‘

analysis of this great transformation, rather than in vapid

\
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ruminations over the "backwardness'" of tho American workers, one can
find the key to prospective future developments, Under the impact of
great events and pressing necessities the imerican workers will ad-

vance beyond the 1limits of trade unionism and acquire political class

consciousness and organization in a similar sweeping movement,

XIV

The decisive instrument of the proletarian revolution is the
party of the class conscious vanguard, Failing the leadership of such
a party, the most favorable revolutionary situations, which arise
from the objective circumstances, cannot be carried through to the
final victory of the proletariat and the beginnings 6f planned re-
- organization of society on socialist foundations, This was demon-
strated most conclusively -- and positively -- in the 1917 Russian
Revoiution, This szaie principled lesson derives no less irrefutab;y
-- even though negatively -- from the entire world experience of the
epoch of wars, rcvoluticns and colorial uprisings that began with the
outbreak of World War I in 191k,

However, this basic conclusion from the vast and tragic exper-
ience of the last third of a century can be and has been given a
reactionary interpretation by a school of neo-revisionism, represent-
ed by the ideqlogues, philosophers and preachers‘ofvprostration,
capltulation and defeat. They say in effect: "Since-the revolution-
ary party is small and weak it is idle to speak of revolutionary
possibilities. The weakness of the party changes everything." The
authors of this "theory" reject and repudiate Marxism, émbracing in

its place'the subjective sChool_of}sociology. They jsolate the
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factor of the revolutionary party's relative numerical weakness at

a particular moment from the totality of ohjective economlic and
political dévelopments which creates all the necessary and sufficient
ccnditions for the swift and stormy growth of the revoluvtionary van-
guard party.

Given an objectively revolutionary situation, a proletarian
party -- even a small one -- equipped with a precisely worked out
Marxist program and firm cadres can expand its forces and come to the
head of the revolutionary mass movement in a comparatively brief span
of time. This too was proved conclusively -- and positively -- by
the experiences of the Russian Revelution in 1917. There the Bolshe-
vik Party, headed by Lenin and Trotsky, bounded forward from a tiny
mlnority, just emerging from unde“ground isolation in February to the
conquest of power in October -- a period c¢f nine months.

Numerical weakness, to be sure, is not a'virtue for a revo-
1utidnary party but a weakness to be overcome by persistent work and
resolute struggle. In the United States all the conditions are in
the pfocess of unfolding for the rapid transformation of the organ-
ized vanguard from a propaganda group to a mass party strong enough

\
to lead the revolutionary struggle for power.

XV
The hopeless contradicticns of American capitalism, inextric-

ably tied up with the death agony of world capitalism, are bound to

l1ead to a social crisis of such catastrophic proportions as will

place the proletarian revolution on the order of the day.

In this crisis, it is realistic to expect that the American
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workers, who attained trade-union consciousness and crganization with-
in a single decade, will pass through annther great transformation in
their mentality, attaining political consciousness and organization,
If in the course of this dynamic development a mass labor partylbased
on the trade unions is formed, as now appears probable, it will not.
represent a detour into reformist stagnation and futility, as happened
in England and elsewhere in the period of capitalist ascent. From all
indications, it will rather represent a preliminary stage in the poli-
tical radicalization of fhe American workers, preparing them for the
direct leadership of the re¢volutionary party.

‘The revolutionary vanguard party, destined to lead this
tumultuous revolutionary movement in the United States, does not have
to be created. It already exists, and its name is the Socialist
Workers Party.‘ It is the sole legitimate heir and continuator of
pioneer American Communism and the revolutionary movements of the
American workers from which it sprang. Its nucleus has already taken
shape in three decades of unremitting work and struggle against the
stream. Its program has been hammered cut in ideological battles and
successfully defended against every kind of revisiohist assault upon
it. The fundamental core of a professional leadership has been
assembled and trained 'in the irreconcilable spirit of the combat
party of the revolution,

The task of the Socialist Workers Party consists simply in
this: to remain true to its program and bénner; to render it more
precise with each new development and apply it correctly in the class
struggle; aﬁd to expand and grow with the growth of the revolutionary
mass movement, always aspiring to lead it to victory in the struggle

for political powere.
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