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T0 THE COMRADES OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THE SwP: -- By the European
Secretariat of the Fourth International

The E.S. is following with the greatest attention the develop-
ment of the internal situation ih your organization. ue have the
impression that the 1deological struggle between the majority and the
minority, envenomed by ineptness, personal incidents, etc,, has attain-
ed a dangerous sharpness and can lead to subsequent developments which
in our opinion are neither inevitable nor desirable.

Wie have the firm conviction that there is not at the present
time any valid political reason to hang the threat of a split over the
American party and thereby over the Internaticnal as well.,

The latter can only aid the enemles of our movement and compro-
mlse the process of regroupment which is now taking place on an inter-
national scale,

You know that we are on the eve of the % and that a dis-
cussign of all policy, past and present, not only of the American
oiganlzation but of the entire International, will necessarily take
piace.

On our pert we maintain that this discussion should be conduct-
ed within the framework of democratic centralism. That means that
while being for the widest possible democracy, we do not desire to see
this democracy degenerate into an attitude which ignores national and
international discipline.

The E.S3. for sometime has taken the initiative in bringing the
essentlal documents of the discussion in the Americen party to the
attention of all the European sections.

No one has the right to misconstrue this attachment of the
International to the healthy principles of democratic centralism which

ﬁuily guarantee the rights of minorities sncd to violate disciplinary
ules,

Vie gre making an appeal, convinced that we express the views
of all the European sections, as much to the majority as to the minor-

. 1ty of the leadership to safeguard the unity of the party, to abstailn
‘ from any measure wkich might appear bursaucratic, from any throat of

expulsion, as well as from any abuse of national and internztional

, discipline,

The Fourth International, we are certain, is capable of dis-
zg:siqg all ideological differences democraticaliy and gf reaching,
ablgu%2 éfi 2§g§al iun%tigning, political solutions which are accept-

€ wno believe In its program, in the histo -
flcation of its eXlstence, in its future% ’ rie Justi

With ouwr Communist greetings,

The E.S.

December 28, 1945, (European Secretariet. of. the Fourth.International)
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LETTER OF THE MINORITY FACTION. - .

January 26, 1946

Political Committee Ma jorlty

Dear Comrades:

It 1s nearly four months since the October Plenum's
refusal to acocept unity with the Workers Party. At that
time you asserted you were still leaving the door open to |
unity, once you had "probed the differences to the bottom.
In the Intervening months, however, it has become plain
how right we were when we said that the Plenum decision was .
designed to prevent unitye. . : ;

You have not probed the differences. The two or three a8
attacks on the Workers Party in editorials in Fourth Inter- %
national have not analysed the Workers Party's position on ¥
the questions referred to, but have merely hurled false and :
slanderous charges, such as the accusation that the VWorkers E
Party has abandoned the perspective of proletarian revolu- :
tion which, if you seriously believed it, you need only
prove by documentary evidence and no one would dream of
unity. Instead of being attempts to analyze the Vorkers
Party!'s positlion, your sideswipes at the Workers Party , ;
constitute proof of our Plenum statement that your alm was .o
and remains to prevent unity.

You have refused to consider as a step toward unity
the Workers Party's abandonment of its demend for a tenden-
¢y bulletin in the united party. Instead you h2ave condemn~
ed the exchange of correspondence between the Vorkers Party
and ourselves which secured this step toward unity, and
“have served warning upon us that any further steps by us of
the same kind would be met with disciplinary action. You
have sought thus to place us in the impossible dilemma of o
abandoning relatlons with the Workers Party or being expelled. b

Likewlse you have filed charges against our members for
having held soclals with the comrades of the Workers Party
in New York and Chicago. So that we are to be prohibited
not only from maintaining political reletions with the
Viorkers Party but also socia] relations.

Party., And then you have used this stmosphere as a further
argument against unity, pretending that to permit the
Workers Party comrades to enter the party would merely ex-
.tend further a breakdown of party discipline. You have
miseducated the party members so that they greet with

raucous laughter the simple truth that
the whole problem. P , unity would solve

Far more important is the catastrophic situation you
have created by insisting on the existence side by side of
two Trotskyist parties flghting each other when all the-
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‘politicél promises exist for unity. You try to cover up

this fdct by c1a1m1n§ that the Socialist Workers Party has
far outstripped the VYorkers Party in membership and influ-
ence, Even If your claim were true, it 1s no argument
against unity. But 1t is not true. The indublitable fact
is that the 1200 members of the Soclalist Workers Party and
the 600 members of the Workers Party must canpete with each
other: duplicating efforts in issuing and distributing an
agltation paper and & theoretical organ; duplicating branches
in the principal citles; countering each others efforts in
the trade unlons, in recrulting, etc. ,

. You insist on presenting the advanced Wworkers with
this spectatle of disunity among comrades of obviously
similar program and agitation, To justify the disunity you

~are compelled to miseducate both party members and advanced

workers concerning the program of the Workers Party and the
correct attitude toward political differences among comrades.,

Both the internal and externsl situations which you
have thus created, if continued, would deprive of all moan-
ing and value our remaining in the Socialist Vorkers Perty.
The internal situstion has destroyed quite completely,
certainly for a whole period, the possibllity of our con-
tributing to the education of the ‘party membership; the
hostile atmosphers with which you have surrounded us makes
it well-nigh impossible for us to funotion effectively in
the party, The external situation confronts us with the
faot thet, no matter how we might strive to subordinate ,
ourselves in action to the will of the ma jority, it would
be impossible for us to carry out your line of nen-fraterni-
zation and war to the death ageinst the Workers Party,

~ Like ourselves the Workers Party is fop unity and the

kind of party which uynity means. If vo rsist in yo
s%and agginSE unitg ?t is obvious th&g 3epgha%i bepa 1grt@
Work more fruitfully in the Viorkers Party. To go te the

Workers Party woeuld not be a split, certainly not in the
usual sense of the term. The Workers Party 1s e Trotskyist
party, Just a&s much so a&s the Sociu1i st Workers Party, Te
go tae the Workers Party weunld slmply meen to ynite the

‘Trotskylst forces which faver unity and which would contipus

afterward as before the strugglo for unity of s tha _
1sts in tho United States. —° ALY 1] Tratsky

But bafore we take that step, we want te be sure, net
L ]

: ;:t‘%z in sur own minds but alse bvf‘ere the eyos of gll

Akylste, that we have completely exheusied the pesat
bilities for unity in this period. ¥e therafore &dgress'
ourselves to you te urge you to reconsidsr your stahd against
unitgewhioh 1f you persist in 1t, will be a terrible obstaogle

g:azes deveiopment of the'Trotakyist movement in the United
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if in the coming weeks we can see any sign that we
can reasonably consider as & move on your part toward re-
sunption of negotiations for unity with the Vorkers Party,
we shall remain in the Soclalist Workers Party ln order
to work for the cause of unity. If, on the other hand, you
give no sign of a desire to recansider xour stand against
unity, then our place will be with the Workers Party.

Comradely yours,

Lydia Bennett

Albert Goldmen

Fellx Morrow

Oscar Villiams

" For the Minority
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RESOLUTION OF THE EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT

Having taken under consideration the exchange of

. documents between the SWP and the WP with a view to thelr

eventual unification, the E.S. on the whole approves the

" position adopted by the Plenum of the National Committee of

the SWP, October 1945. »

The E.S. takes note of the fact that since the 1940
split and throughout the war the WP has been consolidated on
such political positions as the question of the USSR, the
defense of China and India, the nationel question in Europe,
the existence and role of the Fourth International during the
war, as well as the conception of the internal regime and of

~ the functioning of the revolutionary party -- political

positions which can very well be considered as programmatical
differences that may render problematic the possibility of
these two tendencies coexisting and working efficiently in
common within the same organization.

The argument that the termination of the war has
acted by and large to diminish the practical importence of
most of these differences cgn acquire any weight only after

‘the two organlzatlions have engaged in & deep-going discussion
.on their respective concrete conceptions of the actual -

national and international policy as well as the regime and

the internal functioning of the party In the United States
and the International. - ,

The European Secretariat recommends to the leadership
of the SWP that it elaborate jointly with tho WP leadership
a 11st of questions to be discussed; that it organize and
pursue this discussion in order to meke clear just what
degree of agreement actually exists between the two orgeniza=-
tions. It Is after such an examination that the question of

- the possible unification of the two organizations can be re-

examined arew, .

Resolution unenimously spproved by}the E.S.

January, 1946,

[




A REPLY TO COMRADE MORKQV

_ By the European Secretarist of the Fourth International

4

We are more and more under the impression that the differences
on the perspectives of the European revolutlon which broke out in 1943
among the leadership of the American party are not limited to disagree~
ments on the tempo of events, but go beyond thls question and involve
the nature of the period into which we have entered. The two docu-
ments of Comrade Morrow =-- his July 10, 1945 letter addressed to the
European Secretariat and his Open Letter, November 15, 1945, address-
ed to all sections of the Fourth International =-- together with the
position held by the minority of the American party on the question of
unification with the Shachtmanites, enable us today to state that
serious and singular modificstions have meanwhile been introduced in-
to the political orlentation of the American minority; or rather, that
certain germs, hardly perceptible in its originel position, have so
grown with time as to confront us today with a tendency which, while
it criticized with some justificatlions the weak points in the ma jor-
1ty's orientation, has today crystallized on a platform dangerously
different from ours insofar as concerns the general character of the
present period, and the perspectives, and above &ll, the tasks which
filow from 1it.

Conditions in wartime prevented us from closely following the
discussion in the SWP., After a considerable delay we have familiariz-
ed ourselves with this discussion but we still cannot say that we are
fully informed concerning all the various ramifications of this ideo-
logical struggle. Nevertheless we do appreciate all its importance
for the future development of our International. :

g Throughout the war we have been obliged to elaborate our
political line in the absence of any ideological contact with our
comrades outside of Europe and we were pleasantly surprised to dis-
cover that despite this forced isolation, the idecs, perticularly
those of our American comrades and our own, have followed virtuelly
the same 1lines.

Today we observe the formation of conflicting tendencies with-
in the International und we see as unavoidable an ideological struggle
which must be conducted to the end and which in our opinion puts at
stake the very existence of the Internztional.,

It 1s obvious and to a certain extent inevitable at a -
tain unrest should erise in our ranks because the war éidtgog 813§r
rise to revolution in Europe either during its course nor Immedliately
following its termination; because the Germsn revolution has not taken
.Place; because reformist organizations, first and foremost, the Stalin-
i.stsi have experienced a new and powerful growth and because our organ-

zatlions have up to now been able to record only a slow growth.

. This unrest has manifested itself inside the Interna a

323 ng?ation of tendencies which have in one manner or anotgggnpiaégd

see;rt scusslon essential sections of our program; tendencies which

ok O revise our perspectives znd to modify our tasks, in particular
ays and means of tackling the problem of bullding %he party. ’



o

-7 -

The road recently taken by the American minority and by Comrade
Morrow in perticular, imbues us with the greatest reservations towards
this tendency and arouses in us the greatest concern about 1its further

evolution.

¥ e *

We received the July 10, 1945 letter of Comride Morrow long
efter the adoption and the publication of the June 1945 resolution of
the EEC with which Comrcde Morrow declared himself to be in agreement,
while expressing his regrets over its lack of self-criticism of our
earlier position. Unfortunately, we, for our part, find it extremely

" difficult to declere ourselves in agreement with the content of his

letter, that is to say, while therc is rowm for self-criticism 1t is

~assuredly not in the sense indicated by Comrade Morrow.

We do not «t all find it difficult to state openly and frankly
just wherein we were wrong in the past. In part we have alre: dy done
so during the June 1945 session of the EEC and in the ubove-mentioned
resolution which declares:

"Contrary to our optimistic proghosis. -- issued on the eve and
at the beginning of the new irmperialist carnage =-- relative to the
latter's probable duration which we deemed would be brief, and the re-
action of the masses which we deemed would be far more rapid and far
more efficaclous, this war, desplte the colossal htvoc it caused and
despite the unprecedented sufferings it infllcted upon the masses,
lasted much longer than the war of 1914-18 and teéermincted in Europe
only in the total military destruction of one of the belligerent
CampSe o o

"Another important factor which has conditioned the development
of the revolutionary crisis in Europe, its scope and its tempo, is the
partial destruotion of the material and human premises for the German
revolutione.

"The war in Europe cspocially during its last few months

‘brought about the sudden and almost complete destruction of the

industrial backbone of Germany, laying waste her clities, her ports
her means of transportation, _ - o

"The humon matericl suffered no less greve blows. Germany has
lost an enormous proportion of her male population on the battlefields
and another enormous percentoge finds itself in captivity.

"One cannot count on the revolutionary =

ary cction of the German
proletariat until material 1ife is reorganized in Germeny and until
several million German prisoners are able to find thetir place in the

- country's economic life."

Comrade Morrow is not satisfied with this self=-criticis
- Mo He
desires a 'recise condemnation of the errors committed in the "earlier
documents,” that is to say, the February 1944 theses of the European
Conference &nd the Januery 1945 resolution of the EEC,

It 1s difficult to understand exactly what "errors" are re-
ferred to here. The elucidations provided by Comrade Morrow up to now
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 ape not suffiolently clear to us. On the other hand, his manner of
. concelving the relationship between the objective and subjeotive
Pt premises of the revolution renders spurious, in our opiniqg@‘his
“oriticism as 8 whole. ' : S

s Beque we pass on to o general gelf-criticism of the documents.
i - mentioned by Comruzde Morrow, i1t is first necessary to get complete
elarity on this ground. i

¥ *® L

r : The conception of an objectively revolutionary situction =--
: P independently of whether the revolution:ry perty exlsts or not and
‘ " independently of its role -- 13 o ILeninist conception which gulided
i Lenint's entire policy in building the Bélshevik party, from the very
L outset to the day of his death. :

“

0 This conception acquifed purticular 1mportance for the elabor-
%, ation of Lenin's perspectives 1n the course of the war of 1914-18.

- By an objectively revolutionary situction Ienin understood a
A situation in which the ruling class, passing through a profound crisis,
?Q. reveals itself to be disoriented and indecisive, while the expleited
' classes Including the petty-bourgeoisie asplire, in their discoontent,
for a decisive .change and prepere for revolutionary actiom. Such L
situations are not only possible but inevitable within the fremework e
of the objectively revolutionary period into which the capitalist o
world hos entered with the opening of 'its imperiollst phass and above
a1l with the war of 1914-1918. -

2 T e g .
e T U

Generally speaking, in our epoch wars as well as economlic :
- ¢crilses create "objectively revolutionary situations" which ere linked
"objeotively with the revolution," eccording to ILenin. Throughout
the war of 1914-1919 Lenin repeated that the latter had created "the
objective conditions for the revolution." "Now we sre feced with this
alternative," these are Lenin's literal words, "Either we cre really
and firmly convinced that the war is creating & revolutionary situa-
tion in Europe, that all the econanic ond soclo-poritioal circum=-
stonoes of the imperialist epoch lerd up to 2-revolutlion of the pro-
_letoriate o o Or W cre not convinoed thet the situstion is revolution
ary‘ then there 1s no reason why we sheculd use the words !war against i

., war! in valn, ete." (Revolutionary Marxists st the International
~ Socialist Conference, September 6-8, 1815. Collocted Works, vol.

[T, » 347.)

ESRRRRE E ViR S

Comrode Morrow oxpresses astonlshment thot the February 1944
theses apeak of.the inevitable transformation of the Second World War
into civil war. '"Here lLenin's exhortation to turn the impericilst
war into civil war becomes, instead, an objective function of the
‘social'process.independentiy of the intervention of the revolutionary
party," writes’' Comrade lorrow.

13

.Comfadé Morrow identifies anew the class struggle during the
war, which 1s an objective process ‘with the'consciouggactivitygof
the revolutionary vanguard whose aim is to organize the struggle
ggiggfit anﬁ lead it to victory, that 1s to say, to the seilzure 5f
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"By the. transfermation of the imperialist wap inteo civil war
we mean to say the same thing that was recognized hundreds of times
by all the leaders of the Secmé International'during all the years
proceeding the war," wrote Zinoviev in 1916. "It 1s the knowledge
that the objective conditions of our eptch ereate a connection be-
tween war apd revolution. Nothing mcre." And he then goes on to add,
"The class struggle during the war, abeve all during such a war as
the current one, leads neeessarily to eivlil war, it cennct mean ény-
thing else exeept civil war. The actions of the revolutionary masses
of the proletariat during the war have exaetly the same significance
as the transfermation ef the imperialist war into civil war,"

For Lenin the suecess of the subjective effort, of the con-
scious vanguard ef the proletariat, of its slogans, including the
slogan of turning the imperialist war into civil war, depended on the
fact that an objective revelutionary precess existed in reallty, &
%;riﬁgt&ais he said, determined by the objeetive cenditions created

"Revolutiocns suech as Tuvati and Kautsky are 'ready! to recog-
nize, l.e., revolutions fer which the date and chances can be told in
advance, never happen, The revolubvlonary situation in durope 1s a
fact. fThe extreme discontent, the unrest and anger of the masses
are facts. It 1s g¢n strengthening thls toxrent that revoclutionary
7001&1 Democrats mist concentrate all their efforts. (A Turn in
World Politics, Jaguary 1917. Collected Werks, vel, XIX, pp 4¢0-1.)

Lenin heaped scorn upen those who refused to recognize the
iggolution, that 1s tp say, the objectivel revolutionarygaction of
° masses aspiring fer a’profound chenge Tefore 1ts actual 806 6me

£it;hment. When the revelution has begun the liberals together

ordera%l gthei eénemies recognize it; they often recognize it cnly in

orde 0 décelve and to betray. The revolutionists foresee it in
vance before it has eommenced, understand its inevitadility, Teach

EEZ masses 1ts necessity and shqw the masses its road and its mean-

: In his artiele The Discussion on>Se1f De .
: -Det
Up (October 1916) Lenin skstched out an admirab166;Fégiﬁéong¥T§ed

objective revolutionary process in our epoch:

"To imagine that social
; revolution 1s conceivable wit
zggg%gziggasmall nations in the celenies and in Eurqpebkﬁitheggughe
S ihrTe: rerydgutbursts of a section eof the petty bocurgeoisie with
1L uclces, without the movement of non-cless ¢onsclous bpo-
Tetarian and seml-proletarian masses & \ he

ainst t
landlcrds, the Church, the monarahy, tgg foreigg 35522231°§t§f Eée
L ) ]

to Imagine this means repudiating
] ng sccial revolution, -
;gzﬁégisgh?taig gne place an army will line up andnsayonsgétgﬁgefg?o
» &nd In another place another army will say: ‘'we are for

SR ey ond et e wi b e ot oo lel o, oty (oo
Rebellion by calling 1t & toureenty ¢ OPinion could villfy the Irish

"Whoever expects a ! '
to see it. Such & geraon pa§§riipsecia1 revolution will never live

understanding what revolution is, .service te rovclution Without

. -



- 10 =~ )

"phe socialist revolution in Europe cannot be anything else
than an outburst of mass struggle on the part of all oppressed and
discontented elements. Sections of the petty bourgeoisie and of the
backward.workers will inevitably participate in it -- without such
participation, mass struggle is impossible, without it no revolution
is possible -- and just as inevitably will they bring into the move-
ment their pre judices, their rgéctiggirytganﬁfs;eiéagheggdwiigngizzg

. jectively they w attack ¢ ,
gggsgigggSvangggrggéf'fﬁ€‘ngolu ion, the advaﬁﬁga’ﬁfoletariat, ex-
pressing this objective truth of a heterogeneous and ¢lscordant,
motley and outwardly incohesive, mass struggle, will be able to unite
and direct it, to capture power, to seize the banks, to expropriate
"the trusts (hated by all, though for different reasons) and introduce
other dictatorial measures which in their totality will amount to the
overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the victory of sociallsm, which,
however, will by no means immediately tpurge! itself of petty-bour-
geois slag." (ILenin's Collected Works, vol. XIX, pp 301-2.)

Objectively revolutionery situations have existed, do exlst
and will continue to exist independently of whether a revolutlonary
party is present on the scene or not. _ '

To confine ourselves only to current instances, the situation
became objectively revolutionary during the last war in more than one
country in Europe and throughout the world.

It is a fact that the situation in Italy after the downfall
of Mussolini and after the German debacle was revolutionary. It is
a fact that the situation in Greece was ohjectively revolutionary at
least after the liberation of the country, reaching its apogee in
December 1944,

It 1s a fact that the situation was objectively revolutionary
in almost all the European countries during the period which elapsed
between the debacle and the departure of the German troops and the
arrival of Anglo-American and Russian troops.

It is a fact that the situatien 1s at present objectively

revolutionary in the majority of the colonial countries and particu-
larly in Inde-China and Indonesia,

Comrade Morrow does not seem to attach any great interest to
this aspect of the questicn. For him,

"The absence of the revolutlionary party -~ and it is abhsent --
changes the whole situation. Instead of saying, '2nly the revolu-
tionary party is lacking,' we must instead say, at least to ourselves,
'The absence of the revolutionary party transforms the conditicns
which otherwise weould be revolutionary inte conditisns in which one

must fight, so far as agitation is concerned, for the most elemen-
tary demands.'"

The paramount Impertance of the role of the party has not
escaped our attention and 1t seems to us puerile to repeat that the
Fourth International proposes to solve the crisis of mankind which
coincides in our epoch with the crisis of the revolutionary leader-
ship, precisely by building such a leadership. But on the other hand



1t is stated in the transitional program:

YThe orientation of the masses 1is determined first by the ob-
jective conditions of decaying capitalism, and seccnd, by the treach-
erous politics of the old workers' organizatians, Of these factors,
the first, of course, 1s the decisive cne: the laws of history are
stronger than the bureaucratic apparatus. NoO matter hew the methods
of the social-betrayers differ, . . they will never succeed 1ln break-
ing the revolutionary will of the proletariat, As time goes on, their
desperate efforts to hold back the wheel of hlstory will demonstrate
more clearly to the masses that the crisis of the proletarian leader=-
ship, having become the crisis in menkind's culture, can be resolved
only by the Fourth International." .

Comrade Morrow will therefore not find it so secondary a matter
that we, having understood once and for all that our principal task 1s
to build genuine reveluticnary parties, seek te¢ discern in the ob jec-
tive development of the situation factors favorable to the accomplish-
ment of thils taske

The rapid building of the Fourth Internatitnal is Incencelvable
except on the basis of & perspective of an objectively rovoluticnary
period and of cbjectively revolutionary situations, enly within the
framework of the latter will the masses be enabled through thelr own
experience to learn about the treacherous leaderships and the correct~
ness of our progrem. On the other hand, the objective character of
the situatlion determines not only our possibilities but also the pro=-
gram of our demands and the tactic ¢f building the party.

In our opinion the chief merit of the American minority lay
in its drawing attention to the importance of democratic slogans. But
it is also necessary not to exaggerate the importance of these slogans
and above all to know how to tile them up with transiticnal slogans,
each time placing the emphasis on those slogans which correspond tec
the living conditions of the masses, to the development of their
struggles and to the degree to which thelr consclousness matures. For
example, it 1s incontestable that the struggle for the aboliticn of
the monarchy, for elections, for the constituent assembly in Belgium,
in Italy and in Greece must be inscribed in our program and must be
conducted with vigor, ‘

But it is equally incontestable that other slogans of a tran-
sitional character touch the masses in these countries (as in the rest
of Europe) even more directly and contribute to their mobilization
8till more definitively than do the fcregoing democratic slogans,
namely such slogans as: the sliding scale of wages and of working
hours, workers' control of production, nationalization without compen-
.sation, Workers' and Pcasants' Government concretized in the formula:
Workers Parties to Power, independence of the colonies. Our secticns
in Europe have gained successes in France, in Belgium, in Holland and
England and elsewhere above all thanks to the struggle conducted by
them for these slogans which correspond more than ever to the ob jective
sltuation, to the needs of the masses, to their own demands,

" Comrade Morrow who counsels us in his letter of July 10, 1945:
not to be afrald of making Verite appear entirely as an organ fight-
ing for nothing more than a reéal democracy(?). That is fighting for
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a great deal todayt" will perhaps be astonished to learn that the
party in the course of the last few months has gained influence above
811 thanks to its campaign for the CP-SP-CGT government, for the
s1iding scale of wages, and for the independence of Indo-China,

The transitiqnal program, particularly in Europe, 1is today
more actuel (timely) than ever and our parties are acquiring their own
revé;uEIonary physiognomy by placing emphasis first and foremest on
the transitional demends, as distinct from the reformist and Stalinlist
parties which present themselves as ardent defenders of the slogans
and institutiens ef the democratic parliamentary bourgeoisie.

. And here we come te what in our opinion is a false conclusion
drawn from Comrade Morrow's false evaluation of the present period and
.its perspectives.

Comrade Merrow advises us to reconsider the question of build-
ing the revolutionary party; he advises us net te proceed directly but
once again merely apply a total "entrist" pelicy with respect to refor-
mist parties, This is the tactical conclusion which flows frem his
analysis of the general situation and ef -the character of the perilod
into whioch we have entered. ’ )

Comrade Morrow's principal argument is that we once again face
(after the liquidation of the war) mass reformist parties, that our
own cadres are few and that we cannot hppe =-- as was the case after
the first imperialist world war and the Russian revolution -- to es~

tablish "very quickly, although starting from very little, mass reve-

lutienary parties in Germany, France, etc,

Comrade Morrow preposes that we immedlately adopt as the
solution entry "into one of the reformist parties, constitute a frac-
tion in it and work in the directign ef a split out of which we will
come with sufficlent forces to begin seriously building the revolution-

ary party."

In view of the difficulties of working inside the Communist
parties, Comrade Morrow is in favor of entry inte the Soclallst parties
(he cites the Itallan, German and Belgian Socialist parties)or other
centrist formations, as for example. . o the MLN in France "through an
understanding with Malrsux' wing." :

We found ecurselves on meny occasiens plunged intp consternation
upon reading in the press of the American comrades information cencern-
ing Europe which at times revealed an almost camplete ignorance of the

» actual state of affairs, among other things the character of the "na-

tional" movement during the German eccupation, its importance in the
various European countries, as well as the composition and importance
of "resistance organizdtiens," '

Comrade Merrow is no exception to this rule when he attempts
to judge the existing situation among the reformist parties In Europe

- and when he cites with a serious air "Malraux' wing of the MLN," into

which our party, in his opinion, ought to dissolve itself, Comrade
Morrow is in all 1likelihqod a victim of journalistic and irresponsible
dispatches which have led him to belleve that there exlsts a centrist
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" organization which has a certain importance among the French masses.
But let us continue. ‘

The new "entrist" policy proposed bty Comrade Morrow is motivat-
ed by the very same considerations which we advanced for its adoption
before the last war. '

"If the cost of entry in some cases," writes Comrade Morrow,

"Is the temporary loss of a public faction organ and/or no guarantee
of the right ‘of constituting a faction, that is no argument against
entry. . « Two or three good pamphlets cen serve as a substitute

" for a public faction orgen for a while. It might be very advantageous

" to 1live for a whille in one of the 'left' fections instead of openly

, having one of your own," ' :

It 1s clear that if Cecmrade Morrow goes so far it is because
"~ he 1s very much impressed by certain external and superficial traits
of resemblance between the present period end the period prior to the
~last war (the importance of the reformist parties, the limited forces
of our seoctions, etc,) and because he ignores entirely all the essen-
d tial differences be tween these two periods. ' '

Trotsky advocated the "entrist" policy with respect to the
‘Social Democracy in a period of the general ebb of- the labor movement g
- fallowing a long series of defeats and on the day after .the victory of o
~German fasclism which sounded the toosin for world reaction and eccel~ b
. eraced the outbreak of the war. ' ' '

S _ Social Democracy which had still retained considerable influence
w among working class circles, was capable under the menace of fascism
3 :of again passing through a healthy resction and of permitting, thanks

" to & more or less dsmocratic interngl atmosphere, the development -of )
.revolutionary tendencies (and this was only & hypothesis to be verified) "

: Today 1t is first of all a question of a period entirely differ-
~ent in character., o v . .

| The war hag destroyed the equilibrium in internetionsl and :
social relations and as & consequence of the economic, social and poli- .
tical dislocation provoked by it, hes ushered in a lengthy revolution- L
ary period &nd a lengthy revolutionary perspective. We were mistaken J

* about ths tempo of events during the ¢losing phases of the war; we :

-+ overestimated the rapildity and scope of the reaction of the masses. .

4 . On the other hand, 1t was impossible for us to have fereseen in 1944 j

i ° the censequences of the havoo caused by the war (greatly spesded up 3

B in the oourse of the last few momnths) in a highly developed country

i » like Germany where a part of the materiel and human premises for all

>  large-scale mass actions have been eliminasted. Nor could we have

» foroseen the far-reacthing extent and consequences of military occupa-

tlon of Europe by the imperialists and the Red Army, All these factors

have introduced important occrrections into our short-term perspectives

.. ©nd this 1s, to a cortain degree, inevitable for all Marxist perspec-
14;) . tives. ’

"Every historical pre®iction is nccessarily conditional," .
wrote Trotsky, and the more concrete a prediction, the more conditional i
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a glven date. Prognosis outlines only the definite trends of a devel-
opment. But along with these trends a different order of forces and
tendenc ies operate which at a certain moment begin to predominate.

All those who seck ezact predictions of concrete events should consult
the astrologists, Marxist prognosis aids only in orientation.”

But the general perspective of "a whole revclutionary epoch"
(Manifesto of the 1940 Emergency Conference) emerging out of the im-
perialist war still remains valid.

The reformist parties have emerged from the war strengthened
but this strengthening in rcality reflects the first stage of the
radicalization of the masses, On the other hand, these partles have
been placed, both by their reformist policles as well as by the objec~
tive situation, under conditions which render more and morc precarious
the continued adherence of the masses to their banners.

In many countries in Europe we are already witnessing signs
which iIndicate that the phase of discontent has commenced and that im-
portant layers of the most militant elements of the proletariat and
the petty-bourgeoisie are in process of breaking more or less openly
with these perties. -

But how to win over these elements? A total "cntrist" policy
with respect to the Social Democracy is at the present hour equivalent
to sure political suilcide. Theso clements are moving away frem tho
rocformist partles because they want to struggle and bccause they are
suspicious of and discontented and angered by reformist politiecs which
run directly counter to all the existing possibilities of European
capitalism to grant rcforms or to proceed to 1ts reconstruction other-
wise than by super-exploitation of the tolling masses under a disci-
pline of blood and iron.

These elements are seeking a differcnt banner for revelutionary
regroupment and struggle and it ls our duty to show them this banner.,

The day~to-day work of all our European scctions demonstrates
graphically what gresat chances exlst for bullding the revolutionery
perty provided we are cupable of appeaning hcfore the masses, parti-
cipating in thoir struggles and inspiring confidence in them by the
seriousness of our orgenizatlion and eur activity, :

On the other hand, we will not be able to eccomplish really
effective fractional work within these reformist organdzations (work
which we consider very important and which we have never ceased a2dvo=-
cating) except by maintaining an independent organization which devel-
ops in complete llberty its entire program and which polarizes around
it the elements and the revolutionary currents which are detaching
themselves from the reformist organizations, Variants of this general
tactic might be envisaged In certain countries where exceptional con-
ditions prevail 2s for example in England iIn the case of the Labor
Party, In a period such as we are now actually passing through in
Europe and with the reformist parties practicing policies which run
so directly counter to the needs of the masses and to the possibilities
of capitalism, 1t 1s fatal, at a time when more and more important
layers are splitting away from these parties and in the absence of any -
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other pole of regroupment, to seek refuge either in the movements of
the right or in demoralization and apathy., ‘

Contrary to the opinions of Comrade Morrow, it 1s our own
sub jective weaknesses and not the objective conditions which are
actually blocking in Europe the attraétion and organization of all
elements in search of a réw revolutionary orientation,

So far as the Socialist parties on the European continent in
particular are concerned, Cemrade Morrow has perhaps failed to take
into acocount the modification of their social basis which has occurred

during the war,

In speaking of reformist parties which have emerged strengthen-

-ed fiom the war, it 1s necessary to draw a. distinction between the

Socialist partles which have lost a great deal of their influence -
among working-class circles, and which have gained among petty-bour-
geols circles (assembled before the war in bourgeois parties of the
center) and the Stalinist parties which have grown at the expense of
the working class following of the Socialist parties,

Furthermore, the internal atmosphere of the European Social-
Democracy has 1ikewise been greatly modified in a8 bureaucratic .and
anti-democratic sense, which restricts the possibilities for the de-
velopment of revolutionary tendencies. '

The "entrist" tactic with respect to the Social-Demooratic
parties can, on the other hand, be envisaged for certain countries
which are occupied by the USSR where the Soviet bureaucracy is obliged
to support the legality of these parties and where the brutality of
Stalinist reaction renders extremely difficult, if not altogether im-
possible, independent aotivity for a revolutionary tendency in the
labor movement, ‘

¥* * ¥*

Surely we are not mistaken in accusing Comfade Morrow of having
been carried away by his reactign to the revolutionary optimism ex- -
pressed by the-American fa jority which has at times distorted the
reality of the European situation; he has swung far away from his own
basis as we are acquainted with it through the documents critiocizing
the 1943 Plenum resolution of the National Committee of the SWP and he
has made dangerous concessions to opportunist and right-wing currents,

The Greek proletarlat, despite its defeat, does not think itself
beaten and has demonstrated this by incessant strﬁggles since December
1944, struggles which have unfolded up to the level of a general strike.

Even the Stalinist influence despite all the past
remains, while somewhat diminished, étill extremely posgrfuifpegégnoe,
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trade union elections conducted under the Voulgarils regime have once
ngain brought the Stalinists triumphantly to the leadership and the
public meetings of the EAM have éxperienced genulne successes, As
paradoxical as this seems, it is first of all the result of the inter-

" nal situation which has undergone no improvement, but on the contrary,

has even become aggravated and, on.the other hand, 1t is the result of
the general situation now existing in Europe and which the great mass
of the workers, who follow the Stalinist party and who belleve in the
revolutionary role of the USSR, have not interpreted as demoralizing.

While reaction still keeps scoring gains, while it is beginning
to regain confidence in itself, while 1t is utilizing the Socliallst
and Stalinist parties for its own aims and while it 1s organizing

" under their cover 1its offensive of tomorrow, this process 1is still

passing unperceived by the great masses who are Interpreting the
electoral suecess of the traditional parties as so many defeats for
yeaction, ' ' ‘

‘ ‘It is in this, among other things, that the difference consists
between the pre-war period and the current one.

The proletarlat was dragooned into the war, demoralized by a
long series of previous defeats, having exhausted a large part of its.
revolutionary potential, The war and all the more so its consequences,
as has already and correctly been stated by the 1940 Emergency Confer-’
ence, have acted to regenerate thls potentlal, What is actually in-
volved today 1s the prelude to a lengthy revolutionary period in which
the Fourth International will have the greatest possible chances to
bulld its mass parties., : '

. But in order to achleve this the Fourth International must van-
quish dﬁfeatism-under whatevor form it menifests 1itself, within its
awn ranks. )

January, 1946,

The text unanimously adopted by the Buropean Secretariat.
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STATEMENT OF BAYONNE BRANCH

We wish to clarify the relationship of the Bayonne comrades
to the minority faction and clearly state our perspective for the
immediate future. ’

We joined and still belong to the minority faction led by .
Comrades Goldman and Morrow because we were in favor of unifying the
two revolutionary Marxist tendencies of the 4th International in the
U.S., the S.W.P. and the W.P. We were also in favor of eliminating .
the bad organizational practices as developed and defended by the
present P.,C. majority. _ _

We have agreed with the political c¢riticism by Morrow of the
ma jority on its lack of understanding the necessity of democratlo
demands and the danger of Stalinlsm as ‘'stated in the 1943 Plenum reso-

-lution on Europe., After one year of attacking these differences as

irreconcllable and opportunlist the ma jority behind a lot of bombast
accepted the baslc conclusions of Morrow, Goldman and Logan officlally
at the November 1944 convention, while unofficially never really be=-
lleving or teaching the new orilentation or admitting 1its previous
'errors. v

_ To err is human, but one must admit these errors in order
that one can benefit from one's mistakes. -

The question of the slogan of the republic in Itaely and
Belgium 1s an example of what we mean. While ostensibly for it, the
ma jority unofficiclly through 1ts spokesmen attacks this correct
slogan as opportunist thus miseducating the party on democratic de-
mandas . . ’ : '

We are in agreement with the essentials of Goldman's criti-
cisms of the regime. That is, that any criticism is received in a
hostlile manner and a war to the death organized agalnst 1t and that
a tendency tao leadershlp worship was developing in the party as
typified by Hansen'!s now "famous" description of how Comrade Cannon
went to jall., Ve believe that such organizational handling of the
porty stifles any constructive criticism and tends to build & mono=
lithioc partye.

We have not agreed with Goldman when he characterizes these
bureaucratic methods as Stalinist germs. While many of these aotions
resemble those of the Stalinists they could also resemble the actions
of trade union bureaucrats or éven a bureaucracy of a social club,
When Goldman cantinually uses the term Stalinist and fights Cannon as
Such, then he becomes a” prisoner of his own phrases. While Goldman
has never called the Cannon regime a Stalinist bureaucracy, although
ggngoghsiys hg gges Since 1t makes his subsequent defense 5asier,

vertneless Goldman and many with him in the S.W.P. '
in effect, as if Cannon wereya Stalin, ; ninority wago wer

Cannon of course 1s not another Stelin. dannon 1s not based
on a degenerated workers state but on an 1soleted revoluticnary party.
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This hatred of Cannon as if he were a Stalinist bureaucrat has
led Goldman and Morrow today to a position where they are seriously
contemplcting o split and the joining of the W.P. 1f and when Cannon
succeeds in stalling off unity for the present period. Cannon of
course is doing everything in his power to frustrate unity as he does
not want 400 possible oppositionists inside the S,W.Ps This is his
primary consideration. The control of the party regime comes first;
political considerstion second.

Another method of achieving split 1s the utilization of a |
situation whereby Cannon can bureaucratically expel them. This appears
to be the course upon which Goldmen and Morrow are now embarked on.

If Connon and the majority deliberately utilize these provocations then
they will have simply glven themselves a seemingly good excuse for
what will be essentially a bureaucratic solution.

"We are infinitely closer to the WP than Cannon's S.¥.P.", in
effect say Goldmen end Morrow, and they list the lssues.

1, On the question of unity,.
2, On the kind of a partye.
3¢ On democratic demands in Europe. }
., 4, And the past differences on the USSR are now disappear-
ing. So if we can't get unity soon our place is in the W.P.

We have fought this justification for split from within the
faction since October and have held up the contemplated split until
now, This is admitted by Morrow who has a position now of giving him-
self a 1little more time to fight for a unity.

lie are against split even if unity 1s not achleved for the
present for the following political and tactical reasons:

l, The political differences between Cannon and Goldman are
compatible within one revolutlonary organization, just as the differ-
ences between Cannon and Shachtman are also compatible within one -
revolutioncry organization,

2. Although numerically the ratio of the S.W.P, and the W.P.

i1s 3 to 1, in basic proletarian cadre the proportion is probably
greater, '

To give up the S.W.P. as hopelessly lost to the revolutionary
movement, which it decidedly is not, is to in effecct give up any
serious antl-capitalist attempt in the U.S. for the next historical
period.

It took 15 years to develop whatever cadre the SW.P. has to-
day. Cadres are not found on trees. They are the product of years
of struggle and testing and must never be given up lightmindedly as
hopeless, Particularly if no attempt to this day has ever been made
t2 porsonally conta¢t over one-half of the party membershiplt And this

mermpership still devotes its energies to further what is basically a
revolutionary program. a

This split may lsolate the minority from the 4th Internati
despite the fuct thet many sections of the 4th International have onals
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.means capltulation to Cannon in order to avoid the soul-searing but
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indicated their political agreement with the minority ideas,

LN

The International 1n the past condomned Shochtmen for splite
ting, when it was politically possible to 1live In one partye.

The Belgian comrades have already indicated this in a letter
to the American comrades,

A split now will mean the death of unity in the U.S. for at
least the next period. One doesn't heal old wourds by making new
ones, _ :

It will indirectly prove Cannon's fallecious argument that
every faction organized against him organizes for split,

Cannon can best be fought within the S.W.P. A split in effect

nscossary fight ageinst him, Even when Goldmun and Morrow and
Wxlliems are in the W.P. they will still hove the task of winning

away from Cannon his baslc cadre elements, If it was difficult inside
the S.Wi.P,, how much harder it wlll be outside with Shachtman,

We are not closer to the W.P. for the fOllowing reasons: }f

While Shachtman has not been a renegade in the sense that he
went over to the class enemy, nevertheless he has boen and still
remains a renegade from a theory. His position that the Soviet Union
1s neither a workers' state or capitalist, but a collectivist state is ;
nothing but the theory of the out and out renegade from Marxism -
Burnham with whom Shachtman in 1940 made a bloc with against the pro- :
letarian me jority, while yielding to petty-bourgeois pressure., On
top of this Shachtman réfused to submit to majority rule and split

~ the party because he wasn't allowed & public organ of his own while

Inside the party;now Shachtman has progressively given up his demand
for a publlic orgon and is for unlity. But we do not embruce him as yet,
Despite the fact that Shachtman's W.P. inside the S.W.P, con be a ~
tremendous aid to the revolutionary movement, nevertheless, we have a
right to suspect that Shachtman's whole proposel may be a maneuver
designed to chop off & few more members for the W.P, Ve demand of

the ma jority thot Shachtman be given the chance of proving otherwise
but that 1s another thing than desiring the victory of thé Shachtman
tendency over the Cannon tendency. Shachtman by the mere fact of his
flve years! existence in the W.P, has proved himself capsble of con-
sistent, bitter, subjective politics.

Let us first, at the lecst, observe his actions in the future
united party, before we desire his victory over any tondency. At the

present we desire the victory of the Goldman and Morrow tendency over
Cannon and Shachiman.

However, we are forced ta ndmit that meny in our faction are
polltically already conscious W.P.ors, They constitute the left-wing
of our faction and have constantly exerted pressuro against Goldman

ard particulsrly Morrow for immedlate split This opous
Williams and A, Stein, . plit. 1s group is led by

Another ﬁroblem; while sccondary, would still crcate important
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differenccs between us and the Shachtmanites in the trade unions where
g we have some contact with them. They appear to almost autcmatically
N 1ine up against the Stalinist forcos. They seem to treat the Stalln-
_ 1st workers as the maln enemy, cven though progrommatically it may be
; possible to muko 8 bloc with them. At the rocent CIO Shipworkers con-
vention they followed this 1ine. Wo were cble with same help of some
W.Peers to change this line as age inst thelr top leadershipt's advicc.

We cite all these arguments to prove that there are real
differences with Shachtman which while competible within one organizo-
tion do not make it politically wortiwhile to split from the main~
stream 1in order to live in the hcaven on earth colled the W.Pe

At present thero 1is a "3i1sciplinary" crisis in the party.
The minority has exercised what should be its democratic right of
fratornizing with revolutionary Merxists, members of the WePs They
may have stretched this point 2 blt by inviting close sympathlzers to
1ts socials and discussions, but froternization should be our right.

. The majorlty has retaliated by threatening disciplinary action,
This might mean suspenslon or expulsion. . '

The Bayonne comradcs while dofending the right of thelr minor-
1ty comrades to fraternize with Shachtmanites, nevertheless recommend
that many of these notivities be given up as & retreat in the face of
the threatened bureaucratic expulsion, _

e belleve expulsions must not come because of secondary
queitions. We belleve the mojority is now serlously thinking of such.
actlons. : ' ‘

‘When the minority comrades howevor persist in these actlions
lespite the risks then we are farced to admit thet they may be de-
1iverately picking the expulsion route out of the partye.

For Cannon and the majorlty it will also be the desirable and
"Eradizional" thing for them to legally got rid of an uncomfortable »
‘minoritye. : a :

Expulsion may now come because of a contemﬁlnted joint state-
ment to the Internetional by the minorlity and the W.P, on the ques-
tion of unity and the S.w.FP. regime. ' ' : :

While it is the minority's right to appeal to the Internation~
al, nevertheless its insistence now at the time Cennon threatens ex-
pulsion can only mcen that it wants the majority to do what it has
always wanted to do, namely get rid of an opposition whioh has done
demege to its international political reputation.

The minority can accomplish the scme political effcct by it
and the W.P., issulng the same appeal separately and not violate formal
party diseipline« We appeal to them not to provoke the majority into
expelling them.

ity stays in the party we will support theme
When 1t leaves on this issuc we will not go with them.

In summary, as long 8s unity is possible, as long as the minor-
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As long as we havc the democratic right of discussion o
written criticism and ©s long as wo cre in buesic politlcal agrs
with the comrades of the mojority, our perspoctive 1s to romain in and
to build the S.W.P, We arc aclso aware thit the majority his maneuver-
ed these democratic rights for its own bencfit, but & minorlty con
with some obstacles thrown in its way, prusont its positlon to the
partye. :

nd
om
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We intend to continue the fight for unity rcgardless of what
the smcll mo jority inside our faction dows. We hope our ccomrades in
the minority foction stey and fight together with us in thoe bost B
possiblc arcna they have toduy, for tho victory of their political ’
ldeas,

January 10, 1946.
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