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by several Los Angeles comrades was
referred for action to the Political Com-
mittee which met in New York September
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RESOLUTIN QN TIE CLASS CHARACTER COF TIIE BUFTER STATES

(Presented by the undersigned camrades to the National
Camittoo for accoptanco, amcndment or rcjcetion with
the requost that this rcsolution and a statcmont ox-
plaining tho action of tho NC bo printod in the Dis-
cussion Bullectin, In the ovont tho 1IC is umablo to
tako action on this rcsolution woe recquest that it bo
printcd as soon as possiblo and roforred to the noxt
nocting of tho 1IC and tho noxt comvontion of the party,)

The devoloponents in the Buffior Zono arc a conercto manifcstation of tho abe
straot description made by Engols of FROLETARIAN REVOLUTICH:s tho prolotariat
scizos tho public powor and by moans of this transforms the socializoed moans
of production, slipping fram tho hands of the bourgooisio, into public proporty,

This 1s tho abstract doseriptiom of tho cvolutin In its cntirety from an
histarical point of viow, DBut it rust bo mnde conerctc, In ordor to obtain con-
ceptions, however, concrcto cnough for a given purpose, it is nccossary to core
rclatc soveral abstractions into ono, Tho coneroto is thus a cambinotion of
abstractions, not an arbitrary or a subjoctive cambinaticm, to be suro, but ono
that corrcesponds with tho laws of notiom of the given phenonenon o procoss,

The nornms of larx and Lonin, tho abstractions which tho lcadors of lhrxisn
distilled from human history for tho guidaico of tho prolotariat, aro verifiod
oand confirmed in tho buffcr gono ovolutim, Wo have no nced to ignoro or to
apologizo for ow toachors, :

Potty-bourgoois frionds-for-a-day of sciontific socinlism will abandon the
Marxion abstraction whon thoy appéar to contradict cmpirical roality or run
countor to subjcctivo notivations, DBut lhrxian rovolutionists aro indced tho
guardians of thoso norms, lcthing that happons is unforsooablo (tho it mny ine
docd be actually unforsoon)s our task, then, is not to throw out thoe procious
gonoralizationg of !lhrxigsas until a bottor sciocnco with bottor goncroralizations
of o widor histarical oxporicneo is dovoloped wo dofond the scionco of Morxism,
Our task 1s to £ind Marxisnts abstractions in thoir coneroto manifostation,

1, Tho' prosent buffer zono is ossentinlly o concrote manifestation of Stalinien,
Stalinisn is rcproscntod, not only and not primrily, by the Comunist Tortios,
but by tho Sovict Burcauecracy, There is, indeed, a distinction, Tho Stalinist
partios of tho world originated as instrunonts intcondod for the overthrow of ine
porinlisn, Thcy thonsolves have nc inherited copitals their strength ( in reoality
their wonkness) lios wholly in thomsolves, In Stalinist dogoneraticn the origie-
nnl significanco of thoso partiocs as rovoluticnary partics has boon largely
dissipatced,

The Soviot Burcaucracy, howovor, is a sclcetim of sano five to ten
nillion pcoploc who aro, to nost intents and purposca, the govorment of the USSR,
Tho stato powor in tho USSR originatos as a workers stato and continuos to be
today a woak and sick form of tho dictatorship of whe prolotarint, Tho Sovict
govoerment is thus tho instrumont-for tho presorvasion of on atroady accanplishod
ovorturn, Vhoro tho Stalinist partios failed to achiove an oxtonsivo rovclutionar
significanco in themsolves, tho Sovioct Burcoucrarcy £inds nincetonths of its
strongth, not in itsclf as a privilcged burocaucracy, but in the social, ccononic
and political changes varought by tho October Revolution,
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Stalinisn could thus squander its meening me a rovolutiomary intornatiomnl
factor and yot rotain a part of its progrossive nodning as the gato koopor of
tho socinl conqucsts of tho prolotarian rovolutiom,

But it 1s abovo all tho Stalinist idoology which divides hurnnity into
"progrossivo” and "roactionary"™ porsons, For lorxists progross and reactim
aro not indopondent ideologiocal comsidorations but arc essontially olass torms,
That which is truly progressive is that which is, to ono oxtont or anothor,

rolotarian, and, converscly, that which is bourgcois is that which is indecd
roactionary

The Soviot Burcaucracy still rotaing a progressive (prolétarian) moaning
in Marxist consideration bocauss it is a dofcendor of tho USSR, In tho past
thirty odd years only tho rolativoly rccont poriod has brought tho conflioct
between imporialism and tho USSR to tho stago of armod conflict, We bocamo
acocustaned to viowing tho Soviot Burcaucracy, not as a dofondor of the USSR, but
as o parasite purc and sinplo, This naive and undialcctionl view failed to cone
sider that tho Soviet Burcaucracy is o specinl kind of parasitos a parasito
which dofonds the matorial oxistonso of tho body to which it is atiached,

Tho Burcaucracy defends tho USSR, It is no longor possible to dony this,
Mitlor, wo can assunc, was no so insano as to wage tho bloody and disastrous
Nazl=Soviet War if his aine could bo achievod in loss oxponsive fashion, Thore
w8, indocd, from tho cconmie point of viow o solid baso for Soviot-lnzi
cooperations cach had what tho other noedod, These nogoitotiona which took
placo In Czochoslovakin, Yugoslavia, Ikmgary, ote. and which rcsultod in the
surrondor of thoso state burcaucracics to Iitlor, doubtlessly had their countore
part in sinilar Sovict-llazi consultotiona, Vo can be assurod that the Sovict '
Burcaucracy was willing to comecodo a great doal to avoid war, Iowover, the
burcaucracica of tho Gorman satollites could surrondor to tho bourgcois burcaue
cracy of Iitloar and still oxist becausc thoy wore indood bourgcolss but tho
Soviot Burcaucrasy coulc not ecapitulate to Ilitlor's damands and ccdo onou%:
tho linzi=Soviot Tar thus manifested the faot that the antagonisn botwoon tho
bourgooisic (Iitlor) and the prolotariat (Stalin) is indood irrcooncilablo,

Stalin and his burcauerats conducted tho war in a poor and traitarous
fashion, But thoy conducted tho war, Tho intorcsts of tho world working class
roquired this wor in opposition to Iitlorts attack, Tho Durcaucracy orgonizod
and led this strugglo, lor wns this tho oxprossion of the Burcaucracy!s "frao
will"s tho intorosts of tho Durcaucracy likovisc dornndod this strugglo, This
basic idontity of intorcsts dcmonstratos that thoré is no class difforence
botwoon the Sovict Durcaucracy and the prolotariat, And both the Soviot Burcaue
cracy and the world prolctariat boncfitod fronm this war which mrintained soeial
property in tha USSR, But thot is tho question about which tho class strug_g‘_fo
ragess in ordor to conbtinuo to cxist tho proletariat opposce to bourgcois pro-
porty socisl proporty, In this docisive .tost tho olass strugglo of tho USSR
ogningt Nizl Germony found the proletariat and tho Stalin Burcaueracy in the
8anc eanp,

This war, ovon as Trotsky had oxpected resulted in the temporary
clinination of plaming in the USSR, This is an indispcnsablo first stop in any
resteration of capitalisn, Tho noxt stop could well have beon the transfor of
the colleetivizod proporty over to same sort of capitalist "colloctivo coopor=
ative" with the workors sharing prcfits, cte, The Anorican bourgools burcaucrats,
roceived repontedly in tho Kranlin, doubtlossly vhisporaed nore than one word on
this mattor into tho cars of Sovioct Burcaucrats, If tho Sovict Burcaueracy had
boen a burcaucracy, hostilo in its vory naturc, to tha stato=ocvmed property of .
tho USSR, it could anly havo welecnod this unoxonpled opportunity for the

[ ]
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restoration of capltalism, as a junlor parimer, mctebver. of the world’s
strongest capitalism.and its faremost military power,

At the war's end, however, wo saw tho Burocaucracy, in same little
strugglo with ite owmn lowar strata, toko tho road, not of tho rostoratiom of
caritalismyand the dostruotidn of tho mationnlizoed proporty but of its presare
votion and furthor oxtonsion, Planmning was roinstituteds tho social property
was mointainod,

For lorxists this critoriom is decisive, Tho Burcaueracy has tho same
basic hostility to priwto proporty which makos tho proletariat a progrossive
class, This hostility, in both cosos, is to o cortain varying and indofinite
oxtont uncongcious, Noithor in the spocific form of the Durcaucracy or in tho
genoral Torr of tho prolotariat, does tho proletariat!s hostility to privato '
proporty dorive orizinally from the idoological ficldy instoad it is tho gonorale-
ization of the matorial naturo of tho proletariat and its varions stratn, tholr
Inosocapablo conditions of oxistonso, which farco them into conflict with bourgoois
proportys and thus crcato the basis from which tho idcological oxpression can bo
mado, fully or partiilly, It is not consciousncss which detormincs boing but
being which detormincs conseiousnessf Tho Soviot Burcaucracy docs not havo the
idoology of tho prolotarinteee--(who,indecd, outsidec of lhrxism, doos?)----=but it

8 a prolctarian attitude toward property, and it has this only beocausc it 1s
indoocd port of tho prolotariat, "its" burcaucracy, or at lcast ono of tham,

Tho oxistonce of a burcoucracy in all its forma and difforonces in
specific weight, charactorizos class rogimae, Tho powar of tho burcaucracy
is of & reflcectod c¢harnctor, IHtlar!s power lay not in his "gonius" but in tho
Gorman bourgeoisio, Stalin's powor roflootes tho powar of tho prolotariat, not
dircetly nor immediately, but oventually and ocortainly, The statc burcaucracy
is indissolubly bound up with tha ruling coonamie class (vhich, wo romind our=
solvos, in tho USSR is indoed tho prolotariat) fcoding itsclf upon tho social
roots of tho lattor; mintaining itsclf and falling with it, .

Tho Soviot Durcaneracy is thus a part of tho proletariat, Thosc who
1donlizo tho working clase will doubtlossly conclude frim this that wo thoro-
foro hold tho Stalin apparatus to bo o "good" apparntus, But Marxists apply the
class labol, not fram o subjootivo appraisal of the "gocd" or "bad" aspoota of
tho glvon formation, bub as an objootlvo doscription of matorianlly oxisting
goglo with roferonoc to tho position of Thoso "peoplo” in rogard to the basile
productivoe forcos, their rolc in produotion, ote, Good and bad aro not ultirmto
torns but have meaning only in conercto applications what is "good” in ono
situation my bo thoroughly "bad"™ in ancthar,

The risc of tho working class fram being sinply matorinl for capitalist
cxploitatian to the rolo of gravowdiggors of capitalist socfo% Ys ccoamplished
IE no way other than thru tho orcotlon and dostructicn of countlose strota

within tho class itsolf, Tho quosticn of tho progrossive & othorwiso rolo of
& givon strata at a givon noment in a cortain situation can not bo solved sin
by roforring to its class eharactars dbut any kind of an aocurato annlysis
"roality"” must nocossarily bogin with that dosignation,

Diffioultios in rogard to tho class charnctor of the Sovioct Durcoucracy
stom fran failuro to undorstand tho workors stato, A warkors stato, ovon tho
nost hoalthy, hags o dwml fumetion which 1€ ocan in no wy owde, A warkors stato,
ovon in Amcrion, on tho bagis of the nost advanced ecapitalism, could not
irmediatoly supply overybody with as much as ho ncodg, and would therefore bo
canpollod to spwr overyonc to produco as much as possiblo, The duty of
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stimilgtor in theso circumstancos naturally falls to tho state, which in its

turn cannot but rosort, with various changes and nitigations, to tho ncthod of

~ labor payment worked out by eapitalisn, Dowrgcois law is thus inovitablo.in tho
Pirst stogos of the socioty transitional between capitalism and sceialisn, Law -

can nover bo highor than the occommie structurc and the cultural doveloponoent of

socioty conditioned b’y that structure,

The workors stato thus assunos dircetly and from tho vory boginning a dual
characters sccialistie, insofar as it defonds social proporty in tho moans of
production; capitalistic insofor as the distribution of life's goods is carriod
out with a bourgecis mcasuro of wvaluo, This dunlity, of coursc, hds nothing to
do with the anti-lhrxian concopt of a two-class or classloss stato, Tho dunl
function of thc state rofers to its dunX sooial roloy tho stoto romains a
workors stato, Tho dunl funotion of tho stato, socinlistic and eapitnlistio,
only exprcsscs tho naturo of socioty which is transitiémnal anly booauso it is -
botwoen the sooinl regimes of eapitalism and sceinlism, '

In Russia tho dunl function of tho stato, over same thirty yocars of '
isolation and baclkwordncss, ocould not but affcoet tho form of tho stoto itsolf,
The oapitdlistio function of tho stato proved inconsistont with gonuine soviot
dcmooraocy, A state of armod workors hnd beon sufficiont to dofond tho USSR in
its incoptiong it was a difforent mattar whon tho task wms tho rogulation of
incqualitios in tho sphoro of consunption, "Thosc doprived of property arc not
4neclined to oroatc and defond it for othors, The mjarity cannot conccrn itself
with tho privilegos of the minority, 3ut the priviloges of the ninority woro
neecessary for tho mainterance of the Sovict stato, This odiocus but umnvoldablo
function bocano manifest in a privilegod stato burcouercoy which changed tho
forn (but not the content) of the Soviet stoto, liquidating tho soviots and
crcating tho presontMindopondcnt'burcaucratie roging,

The dictatorship of tho prolotarint is thus manifested thru the prosont
contrist burcaucracy, As tho govormment of tho workers stato tho Durcaucracy
dofends plarmned cconaty as it also dofcnds incquality in tho distribution of
tho product, DBut the defonso of inecquality in consumption inevitably brought
the burecaucracy into scnflict with the nmdss, and arrayed the burcaucracy agninst
the moss, nationnlly and internationnlly, It could not, thon, honccforth dofond
the sooinl property with the nass moons of lnrxisn, but only with its own ncanss
and apart fran class struggle thoro is only class collaboration, or a canbination
of tho two, Tho burcaucracy is thus contrist bocause today when thoro is no
longor o lMarxist loadorship and nanc forthcaung as yot, it dofonds tho dictatorw
ship of tho proletarigt with class ccllaboration and a ccmbination of collabara=
tion and strugglog but theso mothods are such as facilitato tho viet of tho .
onory at a later stago, Whoover f£3ils to undaorstond this dual ro‘l?‘é%%ﬁm
In tho USSR has undorstood nothing} o

Vie do not at all cbject to the Durcaueracy being pald for its laboar ine-
sofar as it fulfills tho nccossary political, ceonciic and culturel functionsg
but what is actunlly involvod is much mare than thiss it is tho umcontrolled
eppropriation by the Burcaueracy of an absclutoly disproportiomato part of the
nationnl incamog more oven that that, it is tho subardinatian of tho intornatiomnl
intercstas of the prolotariat, the Russinn as well as tho intermationnl, to this
appropriation, Thoso noans of defengo rust thorofare be replaced by the lhrxist

noans, ,
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.But this argumont, while it oxplains tho historical necossity of the Fourth
Intornationnl, doocs not sustain tho thosis that tho Durcaucracy is no longoer
a part of the proletariat, Always and in covory regimo tho statc burocaucracy
dovours no smll portim of tho surplus waluo, It would not bo unintorosting to
camputo what partion of tho mational ineamo in Anmorica is dovoured by all tho
miltiplo stato agoncles up to and including tho political honclmon of the Truman
administration, Tho it is probablo that it wns tho fascist burcaucracios in
- Italy and Gormany which raisod this parasitism to ita all timo high, Dut thoso
facts aro not onough in thomsolves to indicato a soparato class charactor ar a
classloss charactor for tho Truman or the Ilitler burcaucracies, Thoy arc tho
hirclings of tho bowrgooisio, sametimos inconvoniont and groody onough, but nomoe

the loss hirelii_y:,a= ‘

This applios cqually woll to tho Sovict Burcaucracy, It devours, wastas and
anbozzlos a considerablo portion of ,tho nationnl incomo, Its managamont costs
the proletorint dearly! In the USSR it occupies an oxtramely privilogod positiom
not only in tho sonso of having political and administrativo prorogativeos but
also in tho sonsc of possossing onarmous motorial advantagos, Still thoso facts
arc not onough to transform tho Durcaucracy into an indopordont class, It too is
the hiroling of o class, but that class is tho prolotariat, Tho distributiom of
lifo's goods, incom bly moro damooratic in the USSR than oro elsc on
carth, has ncvortheloss oroatod a now difforontintion of sociofy, but it is not
o class differontiation,

Vulgar, purcly cmporical thought, ovor failing to probe tho woll-springs of
tho histario process, is holploss boforc such o forrmation as tho Soviot Durcaue
cracys bocausc this "thought" faills to oxamine tho historic origin of this
phonamonon, it considers only tho changoes, and by no noans all of tho changos,
which this formtim hns oxporionocod in the histario cruciblo, and it lacks tho

abstract oritorin which alono ernblo us to deoido whothor or not thoso chongos
aro tTative or qualitativo, Tho Soviot Durcaucracy orlginntod as Tho B%Eo
appara vis-orious prolotariat crcating tho workors statoy in burcaue
cratic roaction apgainst tho mss motion of tho rovolution this stato appdratus,
in purge and totnlitarianization, bocamos tho prosont Soviet Durcaucracy, Dut
those changes were quantitative, Tho qualitativo changoe which would traonsfam
tho class charactor of This apparatus o nly bo its transfoamation into a
bourgoois burcaucracy, That this hes indood failoed to transpiro is ovidonced by

o faoct that tho burcaucracy comtinucs to dofond, with its own mothods
naturally, tho social proporty ostablished by tho rovolution,

Wihntover its political tochniquo, and this will doubtlcssly prosent a wido
varintion, tho dictatorship of tho prolotariat is nothing maro nor loss than that
roginc which crcatos or dofonds sooial proporty in tho mecans of productim,

Tho furthor dovolopement of tho Stalin regime can indoed load to tho incop~
tim of a now ruling class and with it o stato burcaucracy with a bourgoois
charaotors but this dovoloment can in no caso bo comsummtod arganically by
moans simply of furthor dogonorations but only thru cowrtorerovolution, Dotwoon
Lonin and Stalin thoro is indood an idoological counbar-rovolutiom, and wo have
not ignorod it, But a rovolutim is not almo or primarily idoological,

A victarious rovolution is not only a progron and a ‘banncr, not only political
institutions, but also a systam of socinl roclations, To botrny it is not
onoughs you havo to ovorthrow it, The now political institutions sot up by the
Burcaucracy, in tho fiml annlysis defond tho socinl proporty and thoreby tho
goolal relations and tho revolution, In this fact tho olass charactor of the
Burcauaracy 1s olearly rovoaled,
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Rofuge from this fact is froquontly takon in tho obsorwation that thoe Sovict
Burocaucraqy is a ¢losod caste gorving as an agonoy of imperinl:_l_s_m, But to
rofor to it as o casteo moroly placos it a8 ano of tho strota of o classy and tho
world of imporialism is full of cgoncios of imporinlism, ond many of tham, tho

"most dangorous, in fact, havo o working class charactor, Vho has forgotten that
ovor tho soviots, under tho londorship of the Campramisors, functioned as an
agent of imporinlism? But who would havo concludod from this that the Soviots
woro & bourgools or o classless organization? Deforo our oyos tho Tito Durcaue
cracy has becanc a not too carcfully concoaled agont of imporialism,” Dut tho
class charactor of this burocaucracy is not detorminod from that faot,

Tho term imporialism, in this comoction, should not bo abstractly concoived,
Imporinlism, as tho highost stago of capitalism, is, also, o systonm 5% social
and political rolations, It is not onough to réjoot it in tho minds you havo to
overthrow it! This is not tho work of a namont, But wntil the imporialist world
syston is roplaced, the warking class, its strata and its argpnizations, up to
and including the workers stato, aro furced to acquicsca, no mattor if wnwillingly
in tho oomtinuod oxistenco of this systom; moro, it is ovon nocossary to cooperatq
in ono or anothor oxtont, in the workings of imperialism, This inovitably ontails
boeoming, objoctivoly considered and to various cxtents, tho agonts of imperiale -
ism, .

It is thus nocossary to roalizo that under certain conditions tho support of
this or that imporialigm is inovitoblo for cvon tho most hoalthy workors stato,
An isolatod workors stato cannot faoil to manouvor botweon the hostilc imporinlist
camps, lanouvoring noong tompararily supporting one of thom agninst tho other,
Supporting mo against tho other meoans tomporarily to becamo tho agont, in the
objectivo sonso, of tho"friondly" imperinligm, Nor is that all, DBoth the USSR
and Yugoslavia, for oxamplo, aro forecod to trado om tho world markot, Tho staote
powors in Russin and Yugoslavie arrange thoso transactions, Iowovor, by moans
of this trado, Imperinlism coonanically oxploits Russian and Yugoslav workors,
Arranging all this, tho Tito and Stalin buroaucracios objcetivoly function as
agents of imporinlisn, And this objoctivo. functim is duplicatod downword in
ovory trade union or organization within tho working class,

It is thus moaningloss morcly to describo an organizatiom, and such indcod
is a buroaucracy, as an ceaanic or political agont of imporinlism, It is not
tho objeotive designatimm that mattors, but how tho rolec is playod, Tho loadorship
of a good trodo:unim, forcod to cooperato In Tho organYza®ion and oven, in most’
considorations, in tho maintainanco of wngo labor, is thus an agont of tho cmploy=
ors but dofending the living standard of tho workors, within this contoxt, and
roising thoir solf-confidonco and their intormnl solidarity, tho leadorship is
primarily an agont of tho proletoriat,

Manouvering botweon Gormon and Allied imporialism tho Soviot Durcaucracy
inovitably beeamo tho agont, at difforont tinmos, of theso imporinlisms, Vo aro .
far from blaming it for thiss tho isclatod workors statc thus ccntinuod to oxist,
Dut thore is mancuvering and mancuvorings the ontiro foroign policy of tho Krane
1in, up to the cnd of tho 2nd World Var, was basod in gonoral upon a scoundrolly
cmbellishment of tho"fricndly" imporialisn and thus lod to tho saerifico of fune
damontal intorests of tho world workers movemont for socondary and unstablo
advantages, That wo blano tho Kromlin for is not that it was forcod, by ciroune
starices it could not be oxpoctod to eontrol, to bo an agent of Allicd imporiale
ism, but that it gloriod in that rolo, actod not only as an objcetive but also
o8 a subjoctive agont of imporialism in tho Alliod countrics,
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But tho Soviot Durcauoracy is not primrily an agont of imporialisms it is
primarily an agont of itsolf, Functioning as an agent»of Alliod imporialism it
was lod, by 1ts own dogonoration, to becamo also the on of tho prolctariat
in tho Allicd countrics, Iowovor, agninst Gorman imporinlism, assailing the
workors stato, tho Dwreaucracy was an onomy of imporiclisn ond therofaro an _
agont of tho prolotariat, It was not its objootivo role in tho Allicd countrios
%5 1%s suB?joc%'{vo rolo that mado tho Duroaucracy roacti s and it was not its
subjectivo rolo but its objectivo role agninst Gorm_rﬁnm which mado tho
Burcaucracy Eogossivo, If cmpirical thought quails at tho coneept of a formtiar
at onoo roactionady progrossive, we can only offor them owr condolonccgee—-
and the dinlceotioc,

The Soviot Burcaucracy has indeed boon an agont of imporinlism, This fact
has not beon ignorod by us, ut it is likowiso an agont of tho prolotariat, That
faot is froquontly ipgnored, ~ Dotwoon Tho opon ﬁ'p'or%IE’E Torcos and tho larxist
forces thore is o wido rango of organizations, To say that a givon formatiom is
an agont of one or the othor is not nocossarily to indieato tho class charncter

of tho farmatlon itsclf, But in the finnl analysis tho class charactor of tho
given organization is the decelsivo fnet govorning its ovolution,

A class is defined not by its participation in tho natiomnl incomo alono,
but by Tts Indopondont rolo in tho gomornl structuro of tho cconamy, and by its
indopondont roots in thc ceonanio foundatim of socioty, Ench class works out
its om spceial farms of proporty, Tho Soviot Burcaucracy lacks all thoso social
traits, as social traits poculinr to it alomo, Tho it hag all tho vices of tho
old ruling classos, in thoso docisive standpoints it has nothing in camon with
tho bourgooislioc, It eoincidos in thoso basic comsidorations with the prolctorint
in a transitional societz. ‘

/

. Tho Burocaucracy?'s indopendent funetiom rolatos basically to political
tochnique, to mothod, Dut that political tcchnique is only one of the forms of
class rule, In tho USSR, no mattor how rosélutoly ampiriclsm may gninsay this,
tho ruding olass 1s indood tho prolotariant, Fram theso considerations the class -
charactor of the Soviet Burcaucracy is basically rovoaled,

2, Tho prolotariat (concrotcly manifestod by tho Sovict Burcaucracy) soizod the'
public powor in the Buffer Zons immugwrating tho dictntorship of the prolotariat,
This statoment rovolts and repels cortain noblo "frionds"™ cf the rovolution who,
with thoir Kantian norms, have prcvidod thomselvos with a vory radiant concoption
of tho dictatarship of the prolotariat, and are now prostrated by tho fact that
tho "real" diotntorship, with 2ll its horitage of class barbarism, with all its
intornal contradictims, with all tho mistakos and orimos of tho leadorship, faile
ontiroly to rosamblo that slcck imge which thoy havo providod, B

thoro and in what books can onc £ind a faultloss prosoriptiom for the pro=
lotarian dioctatorship? The diotatorship of a ‘class doos not moan by a long shot
that its ontirc mass always participatos in tho managomont of tho state, This
hns boon demonstrated not only by tho foudal nobility who ruled thru a monarchy
boforo wham tho noble stood on his kmoos, but also in tho bourgoois rogimo which
doveloped democracy ovon for tho bourgooisio in only o fow countrios and over o
rolativoly briof poricd, Of rccent mdmory is Mitlort's autooracy which smashod
all tho traditionnl bGowrgoois partics, Novortholess, IIitlor's rcgimo, rogimonting
not only tho prolctariat but also tho bourgooisio, was tho dictatorship of tho
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bourgooisié; and its vietory over the USSR would havo incseapably produced that
goame regimo in tho USSR,

Anticipating our argument, our oppanents will haston to assort: altho tho
bourgooisie, as an exploiting minority, can proserve its rule and oven oxtond it
undor tho. totalitarian stato, the prolctariat, creoating a now socioty, rmst creaty
and manage its govormmont itsolf, In its goneml forn this argument is undobatabls
and constitutos ono of tho unshakablo programmtie norms of Trotskyism; but B _t}g .
buffor zono developmont it only indicatos that theso dictatarships of tho prolo=
Tariot arc woak, siok dictatarships, Their class charactor, howovor, is not nulli:,
fiod by theso faots, and is ingscapably ostablishod by the origin and dovolopment
of tho buffor zomo covolution, :

Political powor is an abstraction, ooncrotoly reprosented by tho stato,
Tho statc, in its turn, is not tho social organisnm but cne of tho orgons cam=
prising the social organism; tho state has not oxisted fram otornity; thorc havo
been sociotios which oxistod without it and had no notitm of statc power, But
at o cortain stage in the ccommic cvolutiom of socioty, which nccessarily in-
volved its clcawvago into classcs, tha stato bocame a nocessity beeausc of this
cloavago,

Tho statc is, thorefare, by no neans o powor imposcd on socicty fram withe
out; just as 1littlc is it tho rosult of humanityts previous mistakon policies.
Rathor it is tho product of socloty at a particular stoge of its devolopments it
is the adnission TRt This sosTofy has imvolvod itsolf in insblubloe contradiction,
and is cloft into irrocmecilablo antagonisms which it is poworless to oxorelsc,
But in ordor that thoso antagomisms, classcs with conflicting ccomamic intorcsts,
shall not consumc thamsclves and socioty in fruitloss strugglo, a powor has boe °
camc necessary to moderato tho eanflict and keop it within the bounds of "ordor" ’
and this powor, arising out of soeioty, but pldcing itsclf above it and inorcas-:
ingly alionating itsolf from it, is tho stato, A

The csscontial distinguishing charactoristic of tho stato is the institu-
tion of a public forco, This public forec is nocded because a solf-ncting armod
organlzation of tho poople hes bocame impossiblo owing to their divisian into
classos, This public force consists not moroly of armed mon but also of matorial
appondages, prisons and cocrcive institutioms of all kinds,

.

Af tho stato aroso fram the noed to keop class antagonisms in check, but
also arosc in tho thick of the fight betwoon tho classos, it is normally the
. stato of tho most powerful, cconomically ruling class, which by this moans bo=
cames also the politically ruling class, and so acquires ncw niocans of holding
down and oxploiting the oppressod class, Tho political powor of tho noblew
was cxprosscd by tho foudal state; tho political powor of the capitalists is
cxpressod in the capitalist stato; tho conquest of political powor by tho
prolctariat producos thc workors! stato, .

This abstraction of tho bourgoois statc was conerctecly oxprossod in tho
buffor countrics by thc Mazi puppot statcs cxisting wnder the Third Roich,
The ossontial distinguishing foaturo of theso stgtos, the public farco consist-
ing of bodics of armecd men and the reprossivo apparatus, was conerotcly oxpressod
in tho Mazi army, thc SS troops, cte, Tho Third Reich, howevor, was not glven
the "thousand ycars"™ which Ilitlor promisod; in tho German-Sovict war tho Red
Army oxpollod thc Nazi army from tho buffer countrios, This was moroc than a
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mere military strugsle; whero previously tho Nazi armed formations cmabled tho
buffer statos to bo indecd rublic powers ablo to inposo thoir wills upon sociocty,
it was now tho Red Army which played this rcle, The actual public powor in tho
buffor zono wns thus transforrod fram tho Nazi army to tho Red Army,

The social rovolutimm thus bogan, Social rovclution is a singlo abstraction
cambining tho nceossary abstractions of tho transfor of political powor fram oo
class to anothor,Politieal power, wo have scen, is in the final analysis mﬂi"t?fry
power, It is transforrod by moans of rovolutiom; but this transfor is in no casc
accamplishod by megns of a transitional period in the class naturc of the state,
thru sao "intormediate status” during which timo the stato has no class charactor
The transfor of political powor prococds instoad thru tho creation of a now stato,
of a poeriod during which two statos » tho now and tho old, cxist in the condition
of dunl powor and contest with oaoh othor as to which shall be the single powoer
within socioty, But the ossonco of tho stato is tho oxistence of a bBody of armed °
nen, The oxistenco of dual powor, thon, in its irroducidlc ninimum, is the ‘oxiste
cnce of two spocial bodies of armed mon, roprosonting tho opposing elasscs in :

socicty,

Within rceont timos wo havo witnossed the rovolutims in Yugoslavia and
China which unfoldod primarily as the strugglo botween the bodics of armod mon
with tho worker-poasant charnctor of tho Partisan and Chindsg Tol armios agminst
the bodics of armod men with tho bourgcois character of tho liazi, Japanoso, ‘

NikhaiTovich and Kuamintang forcos.

The cssonce of this procoss wns duplicatod in tho buffer zome not by nativo
formatims on cithor side but in tho military struggle botween tho Rod Army and
tho Mazi army, Thesc arnod forecs had opposing class characters; tho Mazi army
was o bourgeois army, tho Rod Lrmy is tho arm of a workors! state, a prolotarian
army, The war besan as o contost botwoen theso bodics of armod mon as to whio
should indood bo the publiec- force in the USSR, Iitlor's attack on tho USSR was
"countor-rovolutioh-war"; rovolutionists dofandod tho USSR bocousc thoy realized
that in conquest by the Nazi arny the elass charactor of Soviot stato would be
chonged, . ' _

But the Red Army drove the Hazi army out of tho USSR, Tho contest as to
which forec would bo the public forece in tho USSR was transformed into a contest
as. to which force would bo tho public power in tho buffor countrics, The Hazi-
goviot wor was thus class strugglo, The class strugglo creatod dual powor in
tho juxtaposition of tho two armics » bourgeois and proletarian, Countor-revolu=
tion-war beoeame "revolutim-war" as an cbjoetive fact indepondont of the pramisos
made to Anglo~imoriecan imporinlism by Stalin and Molotov, Revelution-war, the
wr not botweon the natioms but botweon the classos » transformed the class char-
actor of tho buffor statos os certainly as IHditler's war, victorious, would have
transformed the class naturc of tho Sovict state,

The prolotariat (Stalin burdaucracy) thus soizos (bceanes the solo solid
nilitary factor) tho public powor, Thus it wnfolded in . tho buffor countrios,
Fran tho timo of the cocupation onwerd the designition of those statos as workors
states is an incscapable lhpxist charactorization, That clcnionts of dunl power
represontod by the native bourgcols formatims oxisted for o considorablo poriod
(to a certain oxtent thoy still cxist) is an indubitable fact, But thosc bourgoois
formations had not actually held power under Hitler; they were cqually unableo to
raisc themsclves, undor Stalin, to the status of an actunl power, The proscnco of
bourgeois partics in tho political arcna or the presonco of bourgcois politicians

in tho statc apparatus, is by no moans dusl power, twoestates, double sove'reighty.
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The Red Army hod tho political powar, Tho prosonsc of prolotorinn political
partics in tho political aromn in England or Anorica, or tho prosonce of prolow
torian politicians in the state burcaucracios of thoso bourgeois statos, docs
not roprosont dunlepowor, Ut is involvoed horo is conlition or tho olemonts of it,

Tho concopt of dunl=powor, as it has proviously boon developed in tho analysis
of Trotsky and Lonim, doos not prosupposo==-gcnorally indeed it oxcludog=-=tho
possibility of a division of tho powor into two oqual halvos, or indecd any foamnl
cquilibrim of farcos whntover, It is not a constitutiamnl but a revolutiomary
foet, It implios that o dostruction of the sooial cquilibrium hns alrcady split
tho stato suporstructwroc, Dunl powor :riscs not thru the collaboration but thru
tho strugsle of classos, It ariscs whoro tho classos arc alrondy onch rolying
upon osscntially Iincampatiblo govermmentnl arpanizationge-«tho one outlivod, the
othor in procoss of formition=--vhich’ jostle agninst oach othor at cvery.step in
the sphere of govermment, ‘ ’

Such o condition of affoirs carmot bo stable, Soolety nocds a concontration
of powor, Tho splitting of sovorecipgnty farotolls nothing less than a civil war,
Civil war givos to this doublo sovoroismty its most visible, because torritorial,

~oxprossion, Each of tho powors, hoving orcotod its own fortifiod drill ground,
fights for possossion of tho reost of tho torritory, which ofton hns to ondure

tho dunl-powor in the form of succoasive inwuisions by tho two fighting powors,
until ono of than decisivoly installs itsclf, Fram thoso, tho basic considerations,
Tho struggle of lno vorsus CHang or tho etrucglo of Tito vorsus the Nagis and
Iihailovich was indoed doublo sovoroigntys tho situntion in tho Duffer countrics,
following tho withdrawl of the lazis, was not,

Tho aotunl dwl=powor, prosont in overy rovolution including tho one in the
Buffor Zono, was originally presont as that intormntiomnl dunl powor ostablished
by tha Cotobor Rovolution, Iitlor atbtempted to liguidato tho prolotarian half
of this duwnl powor with his own bourgcois®power, Tho woarkors stato and tho bourw
geols stato woro thug oountoreposod in a torritorial, and thorofare clearly
vigible, dunl powor, Veoring back and forth across thoe USSR and tho Duffor
countrics this intornntional eivil war has tomporarily installod, sinco tho defont
of Gormny, tho Rod Army and tho Soviot 3urccueracy as the solo, solid factors
in tho buffeor countrics, ODut this was tho liquidation of the bourgeoils half of
the dunl powor In this territory which novortholoss contimues to oxist in tho
world at largo,

Tho attempt of the Soviot govormmont to scrcen its activitios in tho buffar
zono from imporinlism as woll as from tho massos rosultod, thon, in conlition
Eovermionts in a workors stato, Tho activity of tho colcbrated Drof. Tastrinlov,
partleipating in tho govorment of the Soviot stnte as tho roproésentative of tho
Russinan bourgooisic, ws tho oxprossion of a similar phonemenon, 3Bu% lhrxism,
amlysizing scvoral hundrod yoars of bourgeois govermmonts, has determined, sinco
tho time of !Mllerand, that tho prescnce of two different class partics or
reprosontative in a single sovormmont, is not dunl-power but gimply ccalitiam,
ond thit tho fmotlon of such ocoalltlon is tho scrooning of tho stato Tram Tho
pcople, Vithout confidonce in tho massecs, and without tho intontion of sorving
anything but its own intercsts, tho Soviot Burcaueracy put tho scrcon of tho
original coalition govormmonts botwoon itsclf and tho world as a wholo,

The thcory of dunl powor in tho buffor zono, liquidatod in 1948, can thus
only load to tho nullification of larxism as a scicnce, Bocauso this "thoory"
can only load to ano of two thingsie tho assortion that tho buffor zono ovolution
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is absolutoly wnique and that Marxism is of no use in such situations (and how
mony mare such unique situntions will thon appear?)s ar of tho gencroralisasion
of this "thoory" into an entirc now road to powor for tho prolctariat, For if
tho conlition governmonts woro indood dunl powor, thon wo must ostablish that
thore has beon a lot mare dunl powar in tho world than Marxism proviously sus-
pooted, Thot this "dual powar” was not hithortafore liquidated by the prolotariat
but contimod to cxist for docades, can thms bo attributed to tho scotarian .
stupidity of Lonin and Trotsky who, with thoir dovotim to "abstractions" mistock
this dual-powor far simplo class ocollabaraticn, Wo can thon ostablish that the
histpric strugglo botweon rofarmism and Marxian finds thot reformism was indoed
corrcet, that tho cnd &f tho conlition in England has indeod bréught us thore a
"socinlist stato®, oto, Wo must, thoroforo, rojoct this thoory,

Likowisc to bo rojcetod is tho thoory that from tho timo of occupation-
thoso statos woro "dostroyod as statos." Thoy woro, indoed, dostroyed as _%—
oug stato powors basod upon nitive armod formationss but this was not tho wor
Ttalin but tho work of Iitler, Iowover, during tho courso of tho Sovict ocoupation
armod formtioms loyal to thoe Soviot Burcaucraoy and controlled by it, have boon
orcated, The prescnt stoto powors rost on those farmations, Thoy havo thoir own
Jurisdiction ovor definite goographical arons, Thoy print thoir own nmoy, lovy
and colloet thoir.omn taxos, mintain tholr own prisons and concontration camps,
That thoy havo not indood total indopondenco is, of course, cbviouss byt thoro
arc moro than a fow statos 1n tho world in tho samo condition, Wo hawo not for
that ronson donied thom a class charactor, :

If wo should indood dooidc that thoso statos aro indood assimilated into
the Sovict state and thus dostroyed as statos, wo should also cansidor, in simplo
consistenoy, that tho Japanose and Pannmonlan statos arc likowiso assimilatod and
destroyed, by imporialism, in this caso, It would be nocosscry obviously to apply
this romarknblo logic to all tho stato powors on this intordopondont plancts tho
cvontunl conclusion could anly bo that two statos only, the Russinn and tho
American, havo full sovoroignty and thorofaro o class charactar of any impartance
to rovolutionists, : :

We rojocot both theso doad ond rondss workors statos woro croatod in the
Buffor countries at tho timo whon tho armod Torcos of ho workers state replaced
tho armod forcos of the bourgocis statc, Thab 1s, upon occupation, 1t Is %EE
roalization alonc whioh rostoros tho harniony of Marxist thoory and cnablee it to
bo in faot tho guido to offcctivo aoctiom, :

But the prisons and tho cmmcontration camps of thoso workors states overe
flow with thc workers and working class politicians who sought to croate workors
statos, not with Stalin's methods, but with thoir own mcthods in tho lomg run
tho method of Marxism, This oxprosscs tho foobt that tho dogenoration of the
Soviot Stato has mow boon roproduced in tho buffor countrics§ tho dogonoration of
ono ago is prosont in a subsoquont gonoration as o dofarrity, Croctod by Stalin's
nothods, omploying tho Soviot Burcaucracy's tockmiquo of class rulé, the stoto
powors in tho buffor countrics aro cloarly doformod workors statos,

%« Tho prolctariat soizos tho public powor and by moons of this transforms tho
socializod mcans of production, slipping fram tho 0 bourgcoisioc, into

public proporty,
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? moans of tho warkors statos tho productive forces in tho buffor zone have
now bocamo pr pu “proporty, This dovclopment oan in no songo bo
rogardod simply as tho ovolution of the buffor countrics, This considoration as
woll as tho soarch for tho class charnctor of tho buffor countriog=e-fis doformod

workors stotos ?)=---1g ogson o non=I'nrxinn posing of Tho problam,

4 country 1s moroly o goographical division of 3°°1°°EO Socioty is an histori-

cally origimtod collaboratiom in the struggle for o noco and tho assurance

of ‘the maintainance of tho génerations, Tho charactor of gocioty is dotorminod

by tho mturc of its oconamy, Thus in sooking tho "class charactor" of o givon

country ‘ono in actunlity soocks tho "olass character" of o spooific branch of

socioty, Dut in socking tho "class chardetor" of socioty ono must inovitably poso
o class charactor" of a givan céonay, This, 1t must bo statod, is a casidore

atim of smnll econcorn to Marxists, ‘ '

If ono should doolaro that soapitalist coonany has a "eapitalist olass”
charactor, thon what kind of an oconagy oould bo rognrdod as having o working
olags charactar? Is tho USSR a workors 10_% Doos it hovo o prolotarian

occonamy? Scoialism is by no moans a prolo occoncmy bocaugso in socinlism
Fhoro aro no olnsscsg and tho oconay tronsitiomal botwoon capitclism and
socinllsn, by tho vory faot of its transitional oharaotor incorporatos featuros
of both capitalisn and §ooinlisn, Thare is no such thing, thon, as tho olass
charactor of an oconamy, "But tho coonamy dotorminos tho maturo of socloty of

which a country is a part, If wo camnob spoak of tho class charnotor of an
cconamy thon wo can likewiso not speak of tho class charnctor of o givon country,

Indoed it could bo said with considerablo truth that tho capitolist
oconany has not only a "oapitalist class" chardctor but a "working class" charnoter
08 woll, Capitalist coonayy 1s impossiblo without a bowrgooisio but it is likow
wisc impossiblo without a prolctariat, As capitalist ccanay dovolops it romdors
the bourgeoisio uscless and concentratos all roal coonamie powor into tho hands
of tho prolctariat, To descridbo a given coonayy as oapitalist is thus not a
alass dosignation but rofors morcly to tho :fact that in this cconamy tho noans of
production havo the choracter of capital,

But tho productivo farcos havo the charnctor of capital not only in
capitnlist conamy but in the carly stages of tho transitionnl cooncryy as voll,
To bo surc this capital is now ormod by tho state, Dut this stote ownorship is
not achieved in a mmont oven tho that bo a nanont of rovolutiong but is
consurmabed gradunlly over an oxtondod period, In additim it should not bo
forgotton that tho procoss of colloctivization is Inmuguroted wmdor capitnlien
and my, oven go 2 eansiderablc distance umder thoso ausploos, It iz accardingly
impossiblo at a givon manont to dotorriino fram the oconony alono whothor this
coonany is capitalist or tronsitiomnl, Dut if tho mturo of tho coconay connot
thus bo dotcrminod thon likowiso indctorminnto is tho mture of sooiéty, The
ovolution of a givon country comnot in this way bo at all wndorstood,

The mturo of tho cconayy is dotormined by its means of productivo labBar,
But thoso have achiaved o truly capitalist character in anly o fow countrios,
Tho productivo forcos of Chim, for oxnmplo, could sustain a foudnl ccomany, :
& capitalist coonamy or an coomamy transitimal botwoon capltalism and socinlism,
Capitalism can in no way dopond in such arcas s upon tho sinplo autamtism of tho
ccananys tho capitalist maturo of the coonayy can be assured only by means of
tho stato,
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In the Duffer countrics moons of production, agrioultural dnd individunl
and also highly industrinlized (sooidlizod) oxist sido by side, Uncvon-noss
horo also is tho prodminant feoaturo, Lliost of theso meons of production could
bo omployod in cithor tho foudal, tho capitalist or tho tronsiticmal cconcmy,
Tho "class charnctora™ of thogo coomamios wans thus dotermined by tho class
characteor of tho stato powors so Tong as tho bouwrgeols stato existod, olther
undor Mitler ar carlior, so long thon was tho cconary of thego countries capitalis?

When the bourgeois state gave way to the workers state the econonies of
these countries bocarie transitional. But these bacltvard countries also cannct
denend solely upon the autoriatisn of the econcny for their evolution into
socialisrie The evolution of the buffer countries is thus prinmarily the evolu=
tion of the deformed workers states; the class character of these countries,
to the extent that such a tern has any neaning, can only dorive fran the
class characters of these states, :

Consoquontly tho description of thoso countrics as bourgools countrics on
tho rond to structural assimilatiom was not only wrong buf imsulificlont, THOY
Woro "hoUrgoois countrios” only so long as thoy had bourzcols stato powors, Dub
tho conquost of tho stanto powor by tho Soviet Durccucracy croated doformed
workors stotes, Fram that point omword thoso countrios woro transgitiomnl, Tha
faet thot thoir cconamy wos being "assinilatod" into Sovict coonazy by boing
intorelinked with it, a procoss by no nmeans historically rcprohonsible no matter
by wham undertakon, was possiblo only if the bourgools stato wns actually -
dostroyed, The bourgoois state, wo romombor, is tho instrumont of tho bourgooisio,
1ts oxocubive camittco, Ilo intorest of tho bourgooilsio, obviously, would bo -
sorvod Ly this "assimilotion" into tho transitionnl comary of o workors stnte,
Facing cortain death in this diroction tho bourgcols ‘stato would strugglo, ovon
at ono to o thousand odds, in tho opposito dircction, Instoad of this, tho
stato powors in tho buffor zone facilitntod this "assimilation" thoroly indieating
that thoy wore not, in foet, Lourgools statos but workors étatos, Dut this moans
that thos)o could not havo been, thon, Lourgools countrios, L

Equnlly wrong was the varistion on this thomo, tho dofinition of bowrgeois
stotos on tho road to structural assimilation, Unloss o now dofinition of the '
Torn stato is horo intonded, and this rovision should ot loast be mado oponly,
then we oro to undorstand by tho concopt state the public forco, the ropressivo
apparatus, the suporstructuro of scocioly, Tho structurc of scoisty 1s its
eoonayy, Suporstructurcs on tho rcad to structural assinilation} Indecod! This
dofinitiom, to convoy any thought whatover, weuld hive to rofer to tho procoss
which Engols callod tho‘withoring awny of tho stato, As tho class and social
ontagonisns within socicty 1all away undor tho infiucnco of socialist ndvancos
olinminating all scarcity, thon the roprossive funoticms of tho stato bocamo
wnnocegsary end arc roplaced by tho cconanie and social administration of things,
As workors states cripnizing an ceoncmy tronsiticmal betwwen capitalism and -
socialism, tho Buffor statos and tho Soviot stato arc indeed upen this "rond”,
But 1t is a longthy rcad, bestrown by obstructions, and tho Soviot Surcaucraty
con in no scnso achleve this actunl assimilatidn of tho suporstructuro into tho
structuro, For that othor hands aro ncccssoaryl . '

k. Dy moans of tho deformed workors statos ercated by tho Soviot Durcaucracy in
tho Buffor Zonc tho productivo forcos=—-=(thoso alrcady in foot mndo social by
tho bourgeoisio as woll as thoso vhich must still achicve that charnober )=«

havae beecame public property, Tho docisivo olcmont in this tronsformation is by
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no mocns sano ecmscious rovolutiomary dosign on the part of Stnlinism, Rathoy

1s this process mnrkod by the Mbilizx'c& imporinlism to intervone, Thosc
productivo forocs have indeed "slippod" fram tho hands of tho imporinlist bourw
gooisie, Thoy could havo boon rotninod by imperialism only thru imperianlist -
control ovar the buffer zono state powors, But that roquirod inmperialist armod
formations where historic dovolopemont, in tho long run doeming tho bourgooisio
to annihilation, had placoed prolotarian armod formations, Tho Rod Army oould
bo roplaced by an imporinlist army only thru additiomal strugglo far which -
imporialism wos not yot proparod, The imporialist tochnique of bourgeois oloss

- rule wag thus impoasible, ' :

Tho Ma-tist tochniquo of prolotarian class rule sought to oxpress itsoclf
thru tho struggle of tho buffor smo prolotariat toward powor in tho carly days
of the oocupatiom, But this tochniquo is not the toohniquo by which that small

'soction of tho prolotariat, tho Soviot Durcaucracy, ruloss its techniquo is tho
burcoucratic tochniquo, Tho buffor zono masses, without a rovolutionnry mrty .
of any dimensions, lod primarily by agonts of the Soviot Buroaucracy, foll bofor
tho onslaught of tho Stalinist apparatus, Tho dcformed workors strtos aro thus
dofarmod bocouse thoy oxpross Stalin's tochniquo and not Trotsky's, Tho political
and cultural backwnrdnoss of tho masscs, oxprossod by tho absonco of the Marxist
party, has agnin beoamé mnifost in tho figurc of an all-poworful ruler with o
groat club in his hand, :

This rulor, oven tho ho oxprossos one of tho mothods by which tho olass
rulo of tho prolotariat is cxprossod, is ncverthcloss'a corrupt and' dogonorato
rulor, Raisod to powor in tho Duffor countrics tho Soviot Buronucracy hardly
lmow what to do with its viotoary, Ioro, as in tho USSR, it sooks to scrve not
tho intcrests of tho massos but its om intorosts, Thoso intorosts impollod the
original policy of undisguisod plundor, the uprooting of ontiro soctions of tho
population, the constoant torror dirocted at tho rovolutionory forcos and the
working massos, Tho obvious fonturo of this procoss, and a monsuro of tho
Burocouerncy's idoologicnl dogonoration, is tho faot that thoy indood hoped to
croato bourgoois "eountrics" friondly to tho USSR, Tho long developoment of the
Stalinist idoology awny fran tho abstract and fundamontal considorations of
YMorxism, found motorial oxpression in tho buffor zonos the state powor, noithor
is tho USSR or tho Duffor countrios, is not understood ns ‘a closs instrumont;
tho antagonism betwoon imporinlism and the Soviob Duroaucracy is not regardod
as an irroconcilablo closs antapgonism but as a frotful and onnoying rosult of
inporfalist poTicics, Tho anti-Tarzlan "thoory" of socinlism in o singlo cowntry
hos indood d%m?"n'ﬁa'work that Trotsky prodicted for it! '

thore Lonin and Trotsky in tho early days of tho USSR guidod thomsolvos
in accord with tho "abstraot" principles of lnrxism, tho Stalin Burocoucracy in
the Duffor Countrios guidod itsolf from practical "reality"”, This hns an
historical prececont in the USSR, and theso 1ike ocusos producod liko rcsults,
Tho abandomment of tho "abstract™ policy of rovolutionary intormatimalism and
class struggle by Stalin and Ducharin in faver of tho "praoctical” policios of
sooinlism at o snnil's paco, tho course toward tho kulak, oto, produced in tho
socond docade of tho-USSR's oxistonco tho nocossity of o supplomontary rovolution,
Elomonts of dual powor, strongthenod by the courso of tho %c&orsﬁ!p, came to "53
ro not only in tho cconamy where thoy had indood alweys boon, but also in
tho stato apparatus and also tho Cammunist Porty, This is not to say that tho .
Soviot stato consod theroby to bo o workors stntos tho task of appraisal consistod
in cstimting to what oxtont tho olomonts of this dunl power wore indood fumdne
nentally rocted and thorofore able to ovontunlly stand forth as an actwal powor,
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An almost idonticnl situation oxistod in tho buffor countries in 19L6=L7
and 48, Tho policy of tho londorship, vooring betwoon theo proleturiat and tho
bourgooisio, could not but strengthon tho olamonts of bourgoois power in ovory
sphoro of buffor zono socloty, This situntion, acuto apparontly only in Czocho=
slownkia, did not, howover, represent some intermodinte ar clagsloss condition
of stato powor, Thot tho stato was a vory poor instrumont of thé working class
doos not moan that it roprosonted g;_o ¢lagsos or no class at all, Tho stato wns
a warkors state but tho eriminal aitorous policy of. tho loadersh:lp had
allowod the devolopamont of tho olaments of dunl powor in tho cconamy and the stnte
Tho appraisal of tho class charnctor of thoso statos would have to bo amplifiod
with Aho oxtent to which this powor was fundamentally rooted and ablo, a.t o loter
stago, to actually stand up agninst tho workers stato,

Dut tho bureaucratic. rogimo, in tho Duffor Zome, as in tho USSR proviously,
survivod, Tho Durcauoracy carriod thru, with its omn mothods maturally, tho
nocossary soving oporation, the supplomentary revolutiom,which wo have novor v
denicd that Stalinism carriod thru in the USSR, The burcaucratic tochnique could
succcod in this, tho doformed and doegonorated workors statos in tho USSR and the
Buffor countrios could lecan upon the prolotariat, launck @ spooial typo of civil
war agoingt tho bourgooisie, primarily bocauso imparialism wos unablo to intorveno,
Tho spceial typo civil war which odmprisod tho supplomonf;o.ry rovolution in tho -
USSR coincided with tho 1920=33 world deprossion which occupiod tho full attontion
and resources of the world bourgeoisie, In tho buffor countrios this supplamontary
revolution coincided with tho post Vorld Tar II difficultios of tho bourgeoisie
~ in England, Amorica, Japo.n, oto, :

The deccisive olonmont {n 'bho 11quido.tion of tho bourgooisio in the DBuffoer .
coun'hrios is thus not tho oonscious dosign of o rovolutiomary loadorship, but tho
uneonscious roaction of a prolotarion casto, raised to powor by tho rcvolu’riorm'y
‘strugglo, and givon such inoscapablé comditions of existoneo that it muet Tight
tho bourgoolsie or be crushod by 1%, In spito of its Intontims ar its idaciogy,
tho Buroauernoy as an cbjootivoly prolotarian formatim, illustratos in it:
activity tho Marxjan abstroctions which doelare the proletariat to bo a progrogse
ivo oldss as o wholo, not bocauso of its idons, but booausc of its matorio!l il
naturc which compolls 4t, on pnin of death, to dig a grovo for eapitalist scoioty,

Whot tho Dolsheviks accamplishod in conscious undorstanding of tho
historic prcaoss and their own rolo in 1%, the Stalinlsts havo asccomplished in an
mcongcious rodetion to stimili, To a ticklo pooplo ronct difforontlys to a rnd
hot iron aliko!' Tnc rod hot iron of imperinlist deelino has thus continued tho
Ootobor Rovolution, and its dogonorntiom, Lirto tho Duffor Countrics, not im its

- Bolshovik farm but in its ossoncos= TE PROLETLRIAT SEIZES TI'E PUBLIC POGWER AID
DY MEANS (F TUIIS TRANSFORIS TIE SOCIALIZED MEANS OF PRODUCTION, SLIDPING FROM
TIE IANDS OF TI= 3OURGEOISIE, INTO PUBLIC PRCPERTY, Engols saw far and cleo.rlyl

S

5. Stato power in tho Buffer countrios having passod fram clags to class tho
proletariat of tho world must adopt, thon,  tho tactic B?mﬁrbaining and defonding
that transfor, Tho stratogle task of tho world workIng class is indocl world
rovolutictn. but that stratosle gonl 1s concrotoly roprosontod by workoes statos

countrios linkod into & world fodoration of workers stotos, That stratoglc
gcal can bo appreachod in no Wiy obhor than thru Tho dofomso of thosc werkore
stateos, in tho USSR and tho Duffor countrios, which alroady oxlst,




-16-

v Tho dosignation of tho buffor zmo stoto powors as workors statos
(operating a plannod coonany in a transit¥annl socloty) thus caapols tho slognn
of tho defonso of thoso stato powors agninst the s powor of any capitalist
steto, Against tho bourgeols burocaucracios of tho capitalist stotes wo dofend
tho prolotarian burcauoraciocs of tho workors statcs! Tho coanamy con romin
plannod, os tho sosioty can remin in transition, only if tho stato powers
continuc to be workers statos, '

But theso doformed workers statos aro not countorposed only to tho state
powors of tho bourgooisio, Those state powors, liko the Russian, also have a
dunl functiong thoso statos also aro campolled to dofond bourgools law iIn the
roaln of distribution, Thesa doformod workors stntos aro not only countorposed
to imporialisms thoy arc likowisc countorposced to tho warkors, In this
comoction rovolutionists can only bo for tho dofongse of tho workors agninst tho
workors ‘stato, Thc slogan of political rovolution is tho objeotive ond of this
dofonso, o .

The political rovolutim, howovor, is subordimatoed to tho defonsc of the
alrcady comsummted scoinl revolutiom, Thore tho socinl rovolution transfors tho
power fram class to class, tho pdliticnl rovolutim transfors tho powor fram
one soction of a elass to anothoy soction of tho samo class, DBut tho class
strugglo romains the law of all laws in our timoz tho strugglo botwoon socotions
and strota of tho working class nceds must bo subordinatod to the strugglo of
tho working class against tho bourgeoisic, This class strugglo has transfarred
the powor in Russia, China, Yugeslavia and the Duffor Countrics fram the bowur=-
goolsio to tho prolotariats but that victory is by no moans historically guare
.antood, It will bo docided in tho courso of the "Countor=Rovolutiometbr" soon
to bo launched by "owr vory owmn" jmerican imporinlism, !

Tho Stalinist and tho Titoist burcaucracics will defond thosc statos,
but thoy will dofond tham only with thoir own mothods, Thoro is indoed a cone
flict botwoon thoso mothods and tho mothod of rovoluticpary Marxisthy but this
conflict is not manifosted objcetively at' overy singlo mamont in overy singlo
aspcot of tho class struggle, Until the rovolutiomary ihrxist forces hovo
attoined tho strongth necessary to insurc, or to at loagt mako vory probablo,
that their defense can roplaco tho buronucrntico dofonsc withoub nullifying tho
dofonse 1%:01f, thon political Tovelutlon is subardimntod to tho dofconso of tho
alrcady achieved sceinl rovolution, S

6, Firmly rojocting any obligntims to tho Marxian Mabstractions" tho oppononts
of tho Marxian analysis aro novortholoss forcod, in ano rospoet at loast, to
doscrt their ompirical dovetion to "ronlity®™ and thomselvos lawmch an
abstraction: that tho forogoing annlysis of the buffor gone involves a capitule
ation to Stalinism, that if wo comoludo that Stalinism is indood sapablo of
eroating workors statos or of porforming any progrossive prolotorian function,
thon wo rmst also forosco an cposh of "Stalinist oxpansion” in tho futuro, That
thon, ask our oritics, is tho historical wnlidity of tho Fourth Intcrmntimmal?

- This argunont reveals all toc cloarly that it is not, thon, tho™roality"
of tho 3uffor Countrios which actunlly conccrns thoso oritics, but tho
abstractios of tho historieal vnlidity of tho Fourth Intormationnl, It is not
wo but thoy who havo cpproachod Tho buffor zomo roallfy with Tho dotermimntion
to oran it into a thoorotical abstraction, and a wrong o at that, Thoir orror,
morcover, is two=folds not only do thoy approach tho buffor zono with tho
intention of finding t:hc.t Stalinisn cannot ovor do anything progrossive, but
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tho historical validity of tho Fowrth Intormtioml 4s mover oonooivod as
anything more than an abstraction itsole,

Isn't 1t ono of tho tasks of tho Fourth Inbernatiomal to toach the
workers how to distinguish between the bowrgeois state and the workors stateo?

'Can this be dons otherwise than by reference .to those oxolusively lhrxian

abgtractions of class and state? Froam & mero examination of "reality™ how is
1t possible to derive, even over an individunl 1life time, the class struggle

ag the driving force of history? One of the concrete functions of the Fourth
Internationnl must therofore be a very "real" struggle for the defense of

tho Marxian "abstraoctions®, '

Vhot: unmasks the present oritics of our alleged abstraction above all,
howover, 1s tha fact that the origlnnl thosis that all the buffer states wore .
workors states was opposed by them precisely from the standpoint of abstractionss
“only proletarian revolution can croate workors states," "buffor countries not
only can but probably will return to the irporialist arbit," "the capitalist
mode of production still- exists," ete., ote, With those abstractioms many of the
presont oritics of our dbstraction warded off the roality of tho workers states
in the buffer countries, Vith this as thosis tho discussicn begon,

The antlthesis of this original position was oxpressed in the conception
that the Stalin Dureaucraoy oreated regimes of dwal-power, conlition govormuents,
the state boing neither bourgeois nor prolotarian during this period but in an
"intermedinte status," and that the present workers states were born out of
this nothingnoss - anly thru the "reality" of collectivization, That this
contradicts every abstraction of Yarxism on the state ocan hardly be denied, bub
that it 1s an apparently correct picture of reality is likewise indubitable,

The swing of pa.r% opﬁ% on o this poBitiom, albeit without discussion, con~
stitutes the antithesis of tho original positiom, : c :

The developement of our own thought thus follows the dinlectical
pattorn of  thesis, antithesis and, now, synthesis, Tho party hos nothing to be
ashamed of in that faot: since all nature follows thomo laws it would be quite
alarming if the thought of a revolutionary party did not, 3Sut tho thesis of
the originnl position maintained the abstractions, the wrong ones unfortunately,
ot the cost of the reality; the prosent unofficinl positim, the antithesis,
dovotes itself to reality at the sacrifice of lnrxism as a sdioncos the synthesis,

herein recprded, restores each to its proper place with damage to meither,

But our oritics are still not satisfieds does the Stalinist Dureauoracy,
because of its buffer zone victories, indicate that it has o progrossive ’
character, a historical validity? Tho answer of larxism oan only be yes and no,
Yes, it docs, if we consider the developement only from the standpoint of The
UBSR and the Duffor Countries over the recent short period, The progressive
aspocts of Stalinism's role in defending the USSR and creating tho doformad

‘workers statos in the buffer zone cannot be denied,

No, it does not if wo consider the struggle ns o whole over the entire
histprical epoch, It must not be forgotten that the USSR's victory over Ktler
w8 acoompanied by lioscow!s betrayal of the proletariats in Jmerica, -Ingland
and the illiod oountries, In slavish dopendense upon the blood soaked
bourgeoisies of England and imorica the Stalinist apparatus poured oceans of
obuse over the Gormon and Japanese proletariats, It obtained a free hand for
itself in the Suffer Zone only by abandaning Grecce to the tender morcios of
imperialism and aiding in the resdoratim of bourgoois power in the rest of
Eurcpe, The temporary defense of the USSR and tho fragile soyietization of the
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buffer countries, a progressive wark in itself, wns thus achieved thru
reactionary methods, which produced, moreover, roactionary results in the
rest of the world, The destruction of the Soviet state and the buffer states
is thus facilitated at a later stage, The minuses thus overwhelm the pluses!
Moscow's work as a whole fully retsins its reactionary charancter,

ilumon history alone has historical walidity, The progressive future
existence of humanity is dependent, in our time, upon the proletarion
revolution, Tho the essentially unconseious victory of the proletariat as
represented by the victories in tho Juffor Countries, Yugoslavia and China,
appears morc likely than does the destruction of civilization, still the
revolution does not want to be and docs not have to be unconseious, The strusgle
itself is a poworful stimulus to consociousness, 4 world party of revolutionary
Marxism thus has a tremendous rolo to play and is indespensablo in order %o
assure tho definitive triumph of socinlism not in centuries but perhaps in
decades, Iiistoricul validity devolves, then, upon the rovolutionary Morxist

party,

But thoro have been no end of Marxist" parties, and many of them have
done the proletariat as much or nore harm than good, The task, then, is to
create that party vhioh can aobually sorve as tho conseious oxpression of the
unconscious historical precess, This process doos oboy tho lows of Tarxismi
Y6 can understand this processy understanding, we can prc/adic'l:; prodicting, we
can act! , ' :

Ve acheive historiocal validity in no way other than thru the defense
of ¥arxism as a scicnce, Aohioving that today our cadres will bo able at a
later stage to fight for and win the profound and thunderous validity of World
Revolution}
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