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55 5IRUGGLE POLICY IN THE UNIORE

(Trade Union “esolution adopted oy the 16th .ztional Convention)

Durinz tue past tventy years the union movement .acs made a
qualitative leap in both size and scope. In 1633 organized lavor
amounted to only a weak craft union force of about two million. To-
day tue combined memosichip or the afu, CIV and indepencent unions
is in the nciohoorhoo‘ of 17 million. &lt thou,n Uteaker numerically
than the ..FL, the CIO because of its position in basic industry is
predominant in concenutrated numbers, influence and social ~eight.
From the start the CI0 has functioned as a social movement oollbed
to contend with the strongest moncpuly cagitalists. The mass pro-
duction .orizers of tne CIO are least subgect to middle class infiu-
ence and ave produced a decisive change in the composition of the
union movement. Implicit in this over-oll economic povier of the
orkers at the union level is a cdecisive revoluticnary po.er at the
political level.

The series of strike crqules vetwe2n 1933 and 1S46, tarough
which the unicn pouver ..as conuOLican-d, demonstrated sev°ral vital
political facts: The orkers showed their readiness vo assault the
sreat corporations and stand up against strikeoresxing attvacks by the
capitalist gcvernment. In the sit-down strikes the Jorkers taught
the capitalists, il not the union buresducratvts, that they nave no
respect ror capitalist claime to »nrivate property rights in inaus-
try. The o»oroven ability of tue unions to halt Jroductlon nas given
the deorkers sraat elL—confidence. They nave ovecome soclally trans-
formed to the nighest level of union consciousnss

St111 another decisive political fact has been demonstrated:
The capitalist reaction Lo nation-wide striltes involving <hole sec—
tions of basic induswry, -hica arose as a necessary componsat of the

- econumic astruggle of the CI0 sorgers, hes made it impossibie for the

workers to de eaa tneir inverests througn economic action alone.

‘ Bvery big strike quickiy becomes a nationsl political issue
With the government interveniny assinst the vorkers. Hvery major
strugsle of the vorkers becomes elevated inuoc z political struggle.
Strikes won on the picvket line are soon loct on the political arena
because of the false pclicies of the union leadersiaip. a glaring
contradiction "as therefore develojed between the social power of
the workers and their lacg of independent pclitical organization.

uorxers Jense Political Needs

The workers sense that strikes have todey become political class
battles. «s5 a result they hesitate to walk out unless they see a
clear chance for come gains or find strike action necessary 1o beat
off = corporation atuazck. [he vorkers are today searching; ror forms
throusih .iich they may express tueir clas: polivical sentiments. In
their own rashion tazy are besiunin3 to act along class lines in na-
tilonal polities. Thay tend 1o vote more and more as & bloc, follovi-
ing as a clasa a false "lesser evil" course oi support to tae Demo-
cratic Party. The mass scarcu for forms o: political action aiso
I'inds distorted expression in the capitalist garty orimaries.
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pespite the absence of their o.n mass party the workers find
themselves compelled to take some interest irn the brvad poltical
questions of the day. In their consciousness as a ¢lass iurks the
disturting knculedgs of btheir direct experience with capitelist
erisisin a great depression and two world vars. In their travels
abroad as part of the imperialist armed forcss they have gotten a
Tirst-hand look at the colorial revolution, the socialist aspira-
tions of the Zuropean w.orzers, the utier viciousness of fascism as
an anti-labor force. Hence there is today o greater poteniviai for
organized oppositicn to capitalist foreizn gollicy. The uorkers are
also beccming more avars that their unions, their democratic rights,
their standard of living are the prime targeu of capitalisi cdomes-
tic ooiicy. In both spheres, foreign and dcm3stic, they are oecom-
ing more critical of the ruling powers above onem.

The real drift of claszs sentiment cannot be judzed by manifes-
tations at the top of the union movement or by the fallure of the
vorxers to attend union meetinzs made dreary b a bankrupt policy.
in the past the workers responded immediatsly o luau.eromv tnat
had some gsrasp of their needs and saowed some . L1l and azlliny to
fiznt. That 'same capacity for battls renains very wmuch presznt in
tkhe vorking class today. what is needed o Zaln new resporse 1s
a class suruggle program anc leadersiip. Givern that key the Jork-
ers will leap onto tihe political arena as &an iunlsgendent class rorce
witn the same sweep and power they displayed in building oie modern
union movement.

At the head of the unio.: movement stands a conservative bureau-
cracy that acts as a conscious a~ent of the capitalist government and
is utterly devoid of any indepencen® vorking class program or aims.
Having long existed in the old craft union AFL,a ouresucratic lforma-
tion of this type was introduced intvo tne CIO from tipe start. The
intesration of the sSocial-Democrats into the CIU leadership strength-
ened the. grip of the bureaucracy by giving it new weagons of soclal
demagogy with which to divert sentiment for independent labor poli-
tical action back into ecapitalist sollticael clhannels.

In collective bargaining the bureaucrats are concerned, not wita
how much the vworkers need, but .ith ho. litile tiey can be Torced o
accept. A quest for "fringe benefits" has 2een sudstituted Tor &
Tighting vage policy. New piece-rate outra;ss ami a sbilfer spesa-
up are accepnted in return fcr uu¢n5, health, Weli_.re and pension
plan Ine auto woriers heve been saddiled .icvii a five-yezr coutraet
during'xhiéhperiod the Korean War has come and _sone, automaivivn .
cut blgy slicss in menpower rec.irements, a sajzin, economy .ias 2re-~
clpitated heavy lay-offs and yeo tihe workers must wait ansii 1959
for new contract negotiatvions.

"Unauthorized" strikes are ruthlessly put deun by wae curszuorats
1Y s -

in open collaboration with the corporations anc t“v JOVErr.niad.
the steel industry the Jorkers have witnessed the obscenc’ seectacie

of the CIO union presidsnt, David J. Mclonals, 1&1135 a "good will"
tour of the plants With oue of the labor-ns thh steel barons, Benyd-
min Fairless. 3But the zreatsst betrayal of 21l i3 the POlitical
-alliance the union oureauvratu have souzat tCc mazs With the capital-

ist ruling power. - ’
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The line of the JIO officials is to compete .ith the monopoly
capitalists for the Iriencly support of ithe government. They have
relied on governmant intervention in colleciive Ddargaining and on
social legzisiation e improve vages, hours. -nd gzneral conditions.
In return they have sunoarted the governme:it'. imderizlist var pro-
gram and helpbf to maintelian the capitalis; L.o-pary £olitical mono-
poly. Urder the prozsuree Of the developing coci '
officialez have gradueall; teaned up .ith the UG b
to carry ocuiv this policy
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=1lunouzgia the government has given the cwuezucrats precious fev
socleal concessions, 1t has become ever more (snanuing of them. aAdove
all they are recuired to serve as political poilce witain tae labor
movement, ferretiny cut oppoaents of the imperialist war prograa and
advocates of socialism. These government demunds serve to sharpen
and intensify the natural inclinations of tie bureaucrats to suppress
democracy witnin the unions.

The existing bureaucracy was able to fasten its parasitic ;rip
on the inaustrial unions primarily becauss of tiz2 357 1l:ict corrup~
tion in the labor movement. The Staldinists misg..ucoied coa denolral-
ized many of the best worker-militants and destroyew the great opor-

‘tunity to build a mass revolutionary party that arose Jurlno the radi-

calization of the Thirties.

As the CIO took form the Ltalinists were shifting toward a
Peoples Ffront line calculated to influence the foreign policy of the
american government toiard friendly relations .ith the dremlin. Thus
the COmmunist Party followed a political line 1like that of tne new
cIo bureaucracy, althousi for different basic reasons. Like tie
old-line union bureaucrats and the Social-lemocratic lackeys of
capitalism, the Stalinists therefors found it natural to join in the
suppression of rank and file democrecy insofar as they could do so
without cutting their own throats. \

apart from the briefl interlude of ths otalin-nitler ract, the
CP lived within the TIO bureaucracy on uhe basis ol a gro-ioovosevelt
line from the rise of the JIV movement througn worlu war II. when
the cold war began the imperialist-minded CIJ bureaucrats turnea on
the Stalinlsts, driving them into an istlation from w<hica tasy are
today trying to recover utharouzh a new reoples Front turn.

The Labor-Democratic Coalition

The attempt of the union officialcom to foree an alliance with
the capitalist zovernment nhas taken the pOlLthul form of a coalition
Wwith the Democratic Party. For tiuenty years the Democrats retained
control of the national administration, thanks primarily to the sup-
port of organized labor. The coalition jas dealt a setback, no.ever,
when the election of Eisenhower in 1952 thrust the Democrats from
povier and cleared the way for the open rule of monopoly capivalism.

Yass dissatisfaction under 2epublican rule soon produced a trend
back toward the Democrats vho rezistered najor gains in the xovember
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1954 elections. <3 a consequence the union officials now hope to

restore iemocratic control of tae admirnistration in 1556, promis-
ing the workers a return to the iew Deal era.

adlai ctevenson in a recent speschn boasted that the uJemocrats
had "narrowed the gap between the rich and tae poor," calling atten-
tion to tne anti-trust laws ani social security measures. Inese, he
predicted, represent only a previe.. of tiae bountizs to come under the
vemocrats. Then Stevenson gave tne lie to his whole gpeszch when he
sald, "Instead mf isolation our policy is total involverent." In tnat
remark he assured the capitalists that the needs of their var program
would bz placed above all other interests.

The imperialist war prozram ex¢ludes any basic improvement in
the workers' conditions. any curtailment of war productivn, on the
other hand, will increase unemployment beczuse neitaer Lil® pump-gorime-
in3 of the Thirties nor the .ar s.ending since has overcome a single
basic cause of crasies like 192%. Unemployment alread; €xisis in

he midst of large-scale arms groduction, uemunsfr;:ing tnat urder
cavitalism the alternative to catastrophic war 1i& cavaztrp hic de-
pression. Therefore the monopoly capitalisis 1reel cow e¢ch to crip~
ple the rigating power of tane unions. In fact tae bas;c aim of the
all-out campaizn to elect Eisenhower was to turn the clocik baeck o
the pre-CIv days.

Election of a Democratic administration would not alter the fun-
damental anti-labor course of the government. a&as tne executivg of
the monopoly capitalist class a ostevenson would have to carry out the
same basic policies as an Eisenho.er. Yet tne politically bankrupt
labor bureaucracy, being incapable of fashioning new meuncds of surus-
gle, continues to pin all of labor's hones on the restoration of the
Democratic Party to power. In this aim they ars no. criminzlly aided
and abetted by the Communist Party.

ism or capg-

The issue, according to the Htalinist:z, 11
ion nder wne

i
italism but democracy or fascism. They call f*
f

‘two-party system. The ctalinists ar: v1 S0rously pusning Tuails dloirup-
‘tive line in the unions, seexiny at the same tine tou curry favor wWlih
the right wing bureaucracy as specialists in fighting left-wing zdvo-
cates of independent labor political action. [nul the krend is

set in motion toward a united front of vas rigzut wing and ehs Stalin-
ists on a political line that violates every fundamn2atai nsea of
the workers.

This trend csan be expected to nake nead.ay I'or a .nileé psczuse
of the Popular Front mood among the wurders. Ihe coalition line ~1ill
also find support among middle class elewents. This m&ess Mmool 1s re-
flected in the recent wemocratic election victories. Jupport Lo wae
vemocrats flows from opposition to tiue Eisenno.er re-sire, illusions
that the Democrats can make good on their "welfare state" promises

and lack of another vehicle for mass political ex_ression.

Manifestations like the C;»—sooncoren slate of independent can—

4§'didates in the recent Newark elections are still rare. The tenudercy
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among the union officials to to demand a greater voice in the selee-
tion of bDemocratic candidates. This course. has led to union ch&llenges

S - of machine candidates in vemocratic primary elections and the CIO ac~
tion in Newark may have been largely intended as pressure on the vemo-
cratic machine in the same general sense.

e e
R I

The notion of labor reforming the bemocratic Party in this man- i
ner is bound to meet ith response among the workers. It will take i
a certain amount of experience for tinem to learn that labor can't re- 3
form a capitalist party, that the workers will remain on a political o
dead-end street until they form their own independent class party. i

: #hile combatting the mistaken idea that labor can make any pro-
A gress by working as an organized faction inside the vemocratic Party,
the revolutionary socialists must at the same time give critical sup-
port to indepé&ndent labor candidacies, using the independent candi- i
dacies to hammer home the labor party idea as was correctly done in x
the Newark elections. 2

!

Contradictory Pressures
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Labor's consciousness of the shifts in political reality has
lagged seriously behind the march of events. This lag has been most
pronounced among the union bureaucrats whose false political policy,
arising from thneir social function as a class-collaborationist agency
within the labor movement, has served to drug the political class con@
sclousness of the rank and file. Those who see conservatism among the
workers as the cause of their political backwardness are therefore
wrongfully blaming the workers for the criminal policles of nheir
leaders.

= . Disoriented by the union officialdom, the workers still hope to
o ¢ protect and lmprove their standdard of liv1n3 through continuation of
e the labor-Democratic coalition. Yet it would be a great mistake to
think that the workers' present standard oi living has so thoroughly
conservatized them that the capitalists and union bureaucrats can
lead them around by the nose. All semblance of complacency in the
union ranks-@ill give way t0 militancy the moment their conditions of
1life become seriously impaired.
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During World sar 1I and again in the sorean war the workers Y
reacted sensitively to encroachments on their living standards. rhe TE
recent years ol relative prosperity have not zenerated mass conlidence L
in the future. reople were made crisis-conscious and fearful of the o
future by the 192¢ crash and its aftermathn. Although the masses are
not yet fully aware of the fact, they are losing faith in capitalism o
and are sensltive to the need for action in defense oi their interests. C

3eneath the preliminary class-strugzle manifestations now rising
to the surface lie a whole Beries of fundamental contradictions. The
workers represent the greatest social force in the nation, yet the
capitalists rule to the detriment of the workers' interest. Although
possessors of wvast potential power the unions are rendered impotent
. *because of a wrong political program that entangles them in the capl-
;)q talist net. The union bureaucracy resorts to suppression of internal

democracy in order to put down opposition to its false policles 1in

%‘5‘
Feon

25
2

P ,’
7




e

LR TR T T

2
Ty
?f
I
iy
g v
£ -
i
-

e

the ranks.

The irreconcilable contradiction of interests between the work-

ers and capitalists is leading toward political differentiation of
the two classes for a showdown fight. Naked political preparation
for an all-out capitalist attack against labor has taken the form of
an incipient fascist crystallization around McCarthy. FPolitical
polarization of the working class had developed in the form of a
tendency to choose between capitalist candidates as a class and a

tendency to intervene as a labor faction inside the vemocratic Party.

There will be ups and downs in this political development. J3ut
under the impact of capitalist crisis political collaboration be-
tween labor and capital will become less and less tenable. Indepen-—

dent labor political action has becume an imperative class necessity.

Delay in the realization of this political necessity has produced

a whole new complex of pressures. Ihe fundamental antagonism between

capital and labor will thus have an increasingly explosive effect on
class relations and the political backwardness of the woriers will
be overcome under the pressure of necessity,

Wwhen the mass radicalization comes the workers will use their
unions as the foundation on which to build their own party, com-

bining their organized economic: poswier with organized political power..

The fight for leadership of the radicalized workers will therefore

begin as a fight for leadership of the unions. For that reason the
.trade union question is the key question of revolutionary politics

in the United States. The militancy of the workers must be fused.

-with a revolutionary leadership bringing class consciousness and a
spirit of determined struggle into the union movement.

In the coming radicalization the struggle of tendencies will
have the double aspect of a fight for leadership of the vanguard
and of the broad mass movemeént. The contest will occur between
three forces: the union bureaucracy, the Statinists and the Social-
ist Workers Party. Of these tendencies only the 3wP will constitute
a vital historic force. Neither the union bureaucrats nor the Stal=-
inists have any progressive historical mission, botn are transitory
obstacles to be overcome on the road to socialism.

The union bureacracy has drawn its main strength Irecm the rela-
tive stability of capitalism that in turn served to stapilize a
labor aristocracy on which the bureaucracy rests. as the capjltaliss
crisls sharpens the labor aristocracy will oegin to losz iis privi-
leges. Differentiations will take place within the aristocracy znd

find their reflex in the bureaucracy itself. Demands for class stri -

‘gle policies will mount at the same time .among the least privileged
and most dynamic union elements.

The shérpening class antagonisms %1ill reverse the effect of
the union officialdom's tie-up with the capitalist state. From its
former role as a source of bureaucratic strength this tie-up will
become converted into a source of weakness. Therefore our union vork
must be firmly based on an understaniing of the transient nature
~of the stability presently manifested by the union oureaucracy and
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‘program. In accord «ith tuu fundamental line of tne {ransitional

dur k:y transitionzl demands should Zoniwr arvdia e Juestions
of war and unemployment as they directly affect tav awily iives of
the workers. OSpecial attension should be pald o demznids wimed O
- &voks union action on ths speclal problems O Ui yOutr, ..u wolell

=T
the labor aristocracy on vwhich it resys.

Stalinism plays a retrogressive and disorienting role in the >
union movement, contaminating the class consciousness of the vorzers 0
with a class-collaborationist lins dressed up in radical language
and seeking to restrain them from indepencent class action.

e

In the pending strugglzs of tendencies tne S«P %ill have a
chance to win leadership of the vanguard and the radicalized mass
movement. Our surest guarantes will be the party cadres forged in
the¢ unions, class-conscious fighters armed w«with a8 powurful revolution-
ary-socialist program mecting the historic needs of the workers. o

2 s G g
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Transitional Frozram

Our perspectives must flow trom L“v ma-simum pussibilitiss in- ,
nerent in the war-depression nature of pitalism. 1eflftward-moving i
elements in the mass movement must be im%ued Wwith tie correciness 2
and inevitability of our socialist program. «e mu-t note all sizns .
of a shift in mood among the workers, respond sensitively to mass
initiative and support svery demand that «ill ten. to dra. the work-— '
ers into povlitiecs as an independent force.

The party must demonstrate in action -- in tune «iin the mowvion
of the masses-- the correctness'of its policies. Sidceline commenta-
tors and critics can n=ver becomeg mass leaders. The workers will
listen only to tnose who arc themselves in bvhe thick of the fight,
those who demonstrate by decds their ability to lead.

Our strategic task ie to overcome tie contradiction between the
fully-maturced conditions for inde :endent labor political action and
the political immaturity of the working class. a transitional pro-
grammatic construction is rceouired to oridzs the gap between the pre-
sent demands of the workers an. the fully rvvolatlonarj -gsocialist

Program of 1938, we must establish contact With the Worgers ot vacir
1r sriev=-
[

present leve€l of consciousness and help tasm Zoasraliic tuaoir
ances and demands on a higher political plane. '

#orkers and the Neégro peoolu, stressing laber's duty to thyse qwbuL

al allies.

The first expression of independent cias:s poiitical actioh can
be expected to tzkeé form through a lancer part; .ita a2 €ss8ntially
reformist program. In the formative period .¢ wWill not nécessarily

make program a criterion in deciding whetacr tuo give eriticzl support
to labor candidztes. The first tasg is Lo oring z2o0ut = bruszk from
capitalist politics. In giving crivical suy.ort W8 insist on inas-
pendence from the ca2pit=list political =pp ratus. Jnder ne circum-—

stances Will the SWP cross class lincs to susoort 2 cundid ts on =
cepitalist ticket.
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4s the term "eritical" indicates, even in the formative
stage of the labor party wWe reserve tne rignt tv point out errors
and inadequacies in program. Once the labor party becomes a reality
questions of program will become paramount. #& will work to crystal-
lize a left wing, on the revolutionary-socialist prozram. whether
our party will make an entry into tine lavor party or nov is a puraly
tactical question that will be decided only by future devslopments.

in any case our party will under all circumstances preserve its
political independence. The party cadres in the mass movement are
not working to build z substitute for the SiP. All our work, in zall
spheres and at all times, is carried on for the purpose of building
our revolutionary-socialist party.

Tactic=2l Problems in the Unions

The fight to restore-union democracy 1is insgparably tied to the
campaign for independent labor political action. Suppression of
union democracy reflscts the officialdom's subordinacion to tiae cap-
italist state and thelr conseguent retreat oefore the police-state
attack. Observance of unilon Jdemocracy, on ths otasr nand, is a re-
r'lex of class-struggle action in defense of tuae worksers intsrest.

Advocates of a class-struzggls political policy in tiie unions
are the prime targsts of the government «wltcn hurtere ani taclir
bureaucratic collapborators. TTuat is why the political militant of
the Fifties must conduct himself in the unions mucn like tne union

~militant of the¢ Thirties had o conduct himsslf in the open-shop

plants. Good judgment by the political militvants in this rogard
will be interpreted by the worksrs as a mark of leadership capacity.

The problem is to push rsalistically toward class-struggls ob-
Jectives and ye¢o avoid needless victimization through carclessnsss
or excessive boldness. Our union work thus recuires considcrable
skill, patience and endurance. The militants nced to arm themsclves
with the long view, reianforce thelir confidunce with a sound grasp
of the party orogram and draw inspiracion from the union rank and
file. -

It would be disoricnting to count on vanguzrd action by the
0ld militants who stormed tae open-shop bastious to founu the modern
union movement. They arc wearing out along wios tae limited union
program of their militant days. The garty must louvk to tae asw young
layers of potential milicants anu to tac vomen worksrs, the Negroos
and othsr minority zroups. [hey ars the ones who will spearhezd
labor's political radiczlization. &lthnouzh the workers in baslc
industry will constitute the mein force orf the mass polivical van-
guard, workers in tac svecondzary reachss oi indusiry snu trauac «ill
also comprisc 2n important svcuvion of th- politiculiiscd l:bor force.

~Jar<ful attention must tnereéforeé pe paid to party worg in sscoad.ry

28 well as basic inaustry.

-Union tactics mu-t bs kept carvfully in tun. .~1iva mzss sontl-

ment, guzarding zgz2inst a2ciions that would 3o boyond the given limits

of mzss support, Mass militency without = high dcgree of class con-

‘sciousn<css has a2 strictly limited potentizl. :sostile pressures

cznnot be withstood indefinitely by the union ranks. Our tactics

-
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must therefore be attuned to th2 limitations as well as the possi-
pilities of the given situation.

+ class struggle program cannot be injected into the unions
simply by following a "lesser evil" course in union pover politics.
We ta%e a practical attitude on internal union strugszles as one as-
pect of a whole complex of tactics. It is sometimes profitable
for us to intervene in support of a ziven candidate or slate when
our work can thereby be advanced, but our main energy must be direct-
ed toward politicalization of the union ranks.

Tactical thinking is sometines confused by the mistaken notion
that sheer personal ability will enable a person to make himself so
useful in the union that ne can penestrate the officlal apparatus
without becoming involved in unprincipled oificial union policies.
3ut nobody can cneat vine laws of the class struggle tnrough talent,
maneuvers or any other zimmick. Union careers of that type commonly

- lead either to victimization or cumpromise, and the lonser it takes

for the showdo.n the zreater tie latter danzger vecomes.

It is a one-sided anu wron; view that our main strugsle is for
strategic positions in the unions. In fact this is & poor time to
be pushing for union posts. Jur =aln aim is to Jdevelop class con-
sciousness in the ranks. we subordinate the I[ight for strategic
positions to tnis aim and connect that subordinate activity with this
aim.

Party Coordinstion with the r~fractions

The party frections tend to reflect the one-sidedness of the
union movement. Large political issues become obscured by narrow

union problems and the Iraccions ar: under constant pressure LO0 make

practical adaptations. That is why individuals cannot remain revolu-
tionists without the party which rises above narrow questions of
detail and generalizes from the large political issues.

Party branches must not ve permitted Lo become mere agpendaxes
of union fractlions nor must the fractions e permitted to arift
without close branch attention. The fractions must have a Tirm poli-
tical foundation in the branca in ordaer to maintain .a proper poll-
tical balance in union Work. & c0lid branch base i. eguaily vital
to aiéd fraction recruitment and spe=d the intssration oI new wWorger
mempers into the party.

Immersion in locsl work also tends to narrow tiue pranca point
of view. Close coordinativn is therefore necessary beiween the party
center and the branches. Lacking such coovruination tne brancnes
would tend to become influenced oy expediency and practicality aris-
ing from local problems and the larze nacvional znd international
issues would be pushed into the backjzround., TIhe center in turn would

"tend to deal with political issues in an abstract fashion that Jould

fail.to meet the needs of the party workers in the f%iiéﬁ

Party militants mu:t have a clear grasp of the relation between
union vork and the party's general political «ork. <Jampaizns con-
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ducted by the party do not represent an attempt vo by-pass the unions. "
General party activity on the mass arena suppléeaents our union worke. T
It is directed primarily, although not entircly, toward the workers
in the unions, for they alone are capable of sustained action be-
cause they alone are organized on a mass scale.

Proijress in the union fractione depends in large measure on
adoption of the campaizn principle in general party work. Drives to
expani press circulation helpy broaden the fraction contact listus.
Party tours nelp speed the recruitment of contacts.

Efforts like the Trumbull rark action raise the political level
of union activity. wmlection campaigns enable party cardidates to
reach the union memnbersiip with tane rull party program, tius giving
a boost to the union militants who can't Tully speak their minads
Wlthout danger of victimization.

gffective campaizn activity requires tne concentration of all
avallable Torces to achieve concrete and definite ovojectives. [he
fractions, branches and press, gulded and coordinated by ta2 party
center, must function as a single unit revolving zrouna tne speciric
axis of tne campaign.

In all our activity, from the dally work of the freciions vo the
most highly political party campaigns, the vasic aim must be to forge
‘a left wing in tihe mass movemnent under the leadersinip of the SwP.
we must polarize around our fractions an expanaing force of union
militants who are awakening to political class consciousness. These
combined forces will in turn be capable of drawing larger masses into
motlon during periods of upsurge.

dlthout our party fractions as the backbone there can be no re-
volutionary left wing in the mass movement. Thst is why union work
that does not build the party forces is not revolutionary union work.
That is why the key objective in all our union activity must be to
recruit worker-militants 1into tae party.
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Comrades, this report will presuppose application to cur union
work of the fundamental analysis presented in the political resolu-
tion end report. It W5l1 presvppnose also the brcad application of
our transitional prograr: along the lines of the political resclution.:
This report will cdeal w1tH those subjects only obligrely, in their re-
lation-to the obiec*ive sitvaticn as it directly zffects tre vnicns,
, tre current trends reflecting the corrse of union devrloprment,; end
"4 tre two sicded cheracter of partr vnion policy in ouvr efforts to fcrge
: new left wine cadres in the nass roverent. ¢

y In ferging a line for ovr trade vnion wer!- at te present pcli-
tical junc*uvre fvo hssic thoughts shopld be kent in nincd. First, : o
that évring recert vears class relations-have bheen re]au:val‘ stable 1
in the covntry with the result. that CCHS@PVcthG tendencies have heen L
able to wmaintain cdo.'iration. ovor the unions. CSCecond, t-at it is only o
ir the recent perio¢ that signs have appesred of 2 shift in the work- L
ers mood throuvgh outbreaks of srontanecus defensiv~ strvecles at the
vnion level and throug- sentiments reccrcded in the naticnsl elections.
Twe rmajor feactors are coperating to produce this shift ir the ood of
the workers of w-ich we begin to see socie prelirinary signs. Cne

AR

in fretor is uvneasiriess arisineg fror the basic centradictions in casrit-

? alist society, rarticuvlerly the fears engendered by the cepression

5 threat. The second factor is the rerressive actions against the

b labor movenent initiated by the canitalist class “here. has heen

3 a sustained cenitalist offensive a?a*nst labor on the political front

%' ever since the passage of tre Taft Hartley hct in 1947, The attacl

L was recdouvbled when 2ig Fusiness "took direct control of th e govern- .
g, ment in 1952 through the election of Eisenhower. The witch hunt was c
B deepened in industry throve" the incvisition by the HMeCarthy, Velde ¥
g and Clardy cormittees. Recently the I.U.BE. printed ar exnosure of

. an anti-union plen formulated hy the Generzl lectric uorporation ;
i This plan reflects a basic patu<rn under which erganized plants in -
R big dncdusirial centers wowvld be cecentralized in swaller-towns where 3
B labor is cheaper ar¢ unorgenized, where vnionization cen hetter be

5 .~ prevented. On this basis the corrorations exrmect to rgduce wages,

5 intensify the speed ur and generally drive Adcwn erployment conditions

The capitalist politicians =re helping tc pave the way fcb rnion
busting through a series of governmentel cdevices. Ono of the ey 25~
pects "has leer the gzeneral drive in Coneress to rreovide "states
rights" escare clavses in the Taft Hartley Act tc curt feqers? ju
diction over laboer legislation cnd give greater attonomy tc the s
In this ranner the areas vhere the decentrzlirecd nlants zrz locats
woulc be brovght rore firﬂly under reactlrnary control., The second o
part of this hroad patterr has heen enactme = series of "iZisht o
to Vierk" laws ir the’ stafcs, 217 going in *icn of restrct- ‘

5C 1 : eC ..
~ing vnion rights irredirg unior growth sré ob rvecting vnion ection, ;g
“¢ tnioun stopr. Cnee S
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it tre ovtsnt these laws focus t-eir attack cn
a wedge is thus driven, further renressive mancuvers would he Under-
taken. 4t the federal legislativo Jevsl this attac is svrholizad

by the Hurphreoy-Tuvtler 2ill which for the first tipe ir Areri ’
outlaws a political party. This law also tiss in the whels union bust-
ing scheme eprbodied in tho wit Cﬂ-hunulnz ccncept of “comrunist
infiltrated” erganizations. This lateer Jrovision is wesigned for
purposes of an at tack on the unions in their present strongholds.

[¢)
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Its aim was manifestod i pretty clear form in the Square D strike.

Any thinking person, who has the fundamental interests of the
working class in mind, perceives that this situation ¢learly demands
a class struggle defense of the workers. Yet the unions today stand
paralyzed by a bureaucracy that drugs the political consciousness of
the union membership, preventing in devious and often dirty ways the
application of class struggle methods at any level of union action.
A bureaucracy that suppresses criticism in the ranks by strangling
union democracy and serves in general as a political police agency
of the capitalist government to ferret out radical workers in the #
union ranks. Thanks to the aid of the whole coterie of Social Demo- B
cratic renegades who have been integrated into the union officialdom B
in the last 15 or 20 yzars, the union bureaucracy has been further ‘
enabled to divert class struggle sentiments in the ranks by a slick :
line of social demogogy of the type thnat emanates rrom Reuther. But e
despite all their servility to the capitalist government, despite all
their brutal suppression of union democracy, despite all tneir slick g
schemes and social demogogy, the iron facts are that leany, Reuther i
and Co. can't zo on cheating history forever.

There are great contradictions building toward a socilal explosion
in this country. The working class is the strongsst social force in
the nation and yet the capitalists rule to the detriment of the work-
ing class. The workers arc powgrfully organized in their unions, ap-
proximately 17 million strong. They have acquircd a great degree of
cohesiveness and class solidarity. Yet the union power is rendered
impotent by a falsc political policy. In present day America only
the formation of a socialist society can solve the workers fundamental
problems. Yet the workers remain tied ideologically in their mass to
the bankrupt capitalist system while an incipient fascist crystalliza-
tion makes its appearance in the country. These ccntradictions, all
fundamental in character, will in time produce a deep social crisis
in this country that will lead to a class showdown between fascist
reaction on the one side and the vorkers revolution on the other.

But this fundame¢ntal social process «#ill yet pass tuarough 2 sub-
stantial pattern of change. There will be many conjuncturzl shifts
in the political situation and 2 whole scrius of ups ana downs in the
class strugzle 2s this process unfolds. Jontrzl to this patiern will
be a growing rezalization zmong the workers that the policy of politi=
cal coll“bor tion with the czpitalist government places tiv union move-
ment in =n unten=ble position. Th-~t foct +11ll be brougnht home to the
great rank ~nd file of the l-bor movemeént under the imp..ct of the
class struggle 2s it unfolds in the futurc.

The workers have shown, 2spéci-lly in recunt timee, tn.t thcy
sense the need for independent action, ths nsed to act as a class on
the political field as well as in union struggle. They have demonsira-
ted this in their tendency to choose between capitalist candidates as
a class, generally supporting the Democratic Party. Of course, some
workers vote for the Republicans but the great majority, acting in
concert with their unions, tend to support the Democratic Party. The
workers also manifest a desire to register independent class politi-
cal expression throuzh their response to union invervention in the
Democratic Party primaries as a labor faction. They hope in this way
to reform or capture the Democratic Party and make it serve theilr
interests.
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Now we recognize, and we base our work on tne positive side of
this instinctive drive of the workers toward independent class poli-
f;cal action. But we don't go along with the negative side of this
developmsnt, which diverts this instinctuive drive back into the chan-
nels of capitalist politics. However, in shaping our policy, we must
reconcile ourselves to the fact that popular front illusions remain
Wwidely extant among the workers and will become uprooted only as the
workers go through further experience in their political coalition
with the Democratic Party.

a8 has already been pointed out in the political report, the
recent elections marked a reversal of the trend toward open B8ig
Business control of government. This outcome of the 1954 elections
will further stimulate sentiment for a labor~-Democratic coalition
policy, and the process will create some new problems for the union
busters. At the same time this development can be expected to delay
any mass trend toward independent volitical action for & wnile. The
popular front illusions among the workers must first be dissipated
on a substantial scale pefore such a mass trend can develop. TIhe
workers have yet to learn that they can't reform whe Oemocratic Farty
through faction politics and tiaey will probably need furtnsr eXper-—
ience witn another Democratic administration verore this lesson will
be driven home to them.

Now, we're opposed to the labor-Democratic coalition policy,
but we must nevertheless recognize the hard fact that we can't pre=,
vent 1t. Ffrom this fact it follows that we are 1in no pesitiovan touday
to agitate for the speedy formation ol a labor party. Our tasik ro-
mains one of explaining to tihne workers the need Tor an inuependent
class party; of revealing the fatal flauws in the labors-ovemocratic
coalition; of exXxposing the fraudulent policieés of tns union burcau-
crats and also of the Stalinists; of winning support in the union
ranks to our class struggle anglysis and program.

In the same vein, it will be necesszary Tor us to modify applica-
tion of our slogan for tis Congress of Labor, slving a propagandls-
tic explanation of the rcle and function orf Tqa Cu 53 of nabor

7
")

and its relation to tne whole labor party questiovon. o Jongress of

Labor might be proposed in connection dita 20 cr::v, cliass-s3truzggie

issues, such as a city-wids mobilization in supporuv oi a strixe like
4+ ]

Square D, but we cannot realistically propose at tils juncturs
a national Congress of Labor whose function would o¢ to launci a
labor party.

In our explanations, and here the paper is zoing oo have o du
the main job for tné comrades all up and down tie 1lnd, weé nave Lo
hammer, and hammer hard agalnnn tge popular Iru“b illusions unat
grow in large measure out of the "welfare stazue' Traua. o hav
patiently expose this fraud in its Odo‘“ aspects, in 103 concruie
forms,and at every juncture wiere tie re's a new manifisssotion of
double-crossing and cheating of the workers, that tiro.s frosh light
on this malevolent device.

- RoliaY
i wuw

It is necessary for ucs to show wny the war program zna ohs whal!
pattern of contradictions in capitzlist soclety <cxciui€s any C
improvements for the workers; to x;lain that the Democrats .oiv able
to create the impression they had solved the deprocsion prociey in
the Thirties only because the country .as thrust into war in 1941
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“line of support to tae vemocratic Party, and reveal them as a corrupt

“tive side of their role was their initiative in couing to tne aid of

‘The key question in the union movement itself is the forging of
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and again in 1950. another important point for us 1s to combat any
idea that the workers must rely on war productiun to maintain their
Jobs, explaining the socialist alternative to the war-depression
crises of capitalism. and one of the foremost points must be full
exposure and analysis of the jingoism of the union bureaucracy, of
their servile role as State Department lackeys.

We must pound away also at the criminal line of the Stalinists.
Show that it was principally and primarily due to the miseducation
and demoralization sown by the Stalinists in the vanguard cadres of
the Thirties that the chance to build a mass revolutionary party in
America was destroyed in that period of great social crisis. and
that it was principally and primarily due to treachery by the Stalin-
ists that a reactionary bureaucracy was able to fasten iis strangle-
hold on the great induscrial union movement of this country. e
have to strip all the radiczl demagogy from tae current class colla—-
borationist line of ithe Stalinists, tear apart their Popular rront

tendency within the laoor movement who are making common cause with
the whole reactionary union bureaucracy in an attempt to head off
Independent class political action.

It will be necessary also for us to explain the fatal political
flaw in the program of opposition movements like ohe opposition to
deuther that came to the support of the Square D strike. The posi-

this strike, thereby making it impossible for the Reuther bureaucracy
to stand aside and let the bosses cut down this Uc union. On the nega-
tive side was their fumbling on the question of "embarrassing Gover-
nor Williams," which was the central device the Reutherites used to
dampen militancy. This politic21l fumoling by the anti-Reutherites -
weakened the Square D struggle 2nd contributed to an unnscessarily

bad settlement. The thing that stands out in this exXperience 1is tazt
without 2 clear line on independent class political action there can

be no left wing in the mass movéement worthy of its nams.

By way of a lizht moment in the report, ws see thzt vag ochact-
manites zre finally taking ths lecp they have long contemplzted.
#e understand they have decidsed to support union c.naldatss in cap-
italist party primaries. [hey're now nell pent duan the road to
8

Lie

political dezth! 3But I don't think 1t tziS8s us 0Oy 'surprise. ws were
alrezdy aware bzack in 1940 of where they were he .ding. The Jocliren-—
ites are also reported to be nibpling ot the baic of ficulon polivics:
in the Democratic rarty -- o5 =2 beglaning throuzh suppert ol NMsgrues
on the Democratic ticket -- like & mouse aho's tryliiy To nid.is w43
cheese without springing the trp. 3ut ths trzp is there and it
works on & hxir trigger.

To get b=ck to correct principles, tiae univn guesticn is tae
key question of revolutioniry polltics in the Jnitesd Stntss vod.y.

new lef't wing cadres, bassed on 2. strictly cl:oss struggle program,
with no crossing of closs lines to pl-y the game of c-plit.list poli-
tics in =ny w~y, sh3ipz, or form. OJur job then, sincs we cun't ex-
pect the workers to move =t present toward independent political
action, 1s to continue our efforts to win workers to an understsnding
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of the iron necessities for a class struggle program, and in this v
effort we will find much in our favor that arises from the past ex- i

perience of the workers. C
. ; . s e

Already, lurking in the workers' consciousness, like a political g}

land mine, are the bitter experiences of two World Wars and a great BR

depression. This consciousness is one of the main factors that im- e
pels the workers to manifest a desire to act boldly where their in- L
terests are at stake. In the great sit-down strikes, through which - =
the CIO was established, the workers demonstrated that, insofar as
their own interests are involved, they have no respect whatever for s
capitalist claims to private property rights in basic industry. uvur- >
ing World war II, and again in the Korean war, the workers reacted
sensitively to the encroachments on their living standards that occur-
red under wartime conditions. As a matuver of fact, the railroad
switchmen reacted so strongly, right in the midstu of the korean war,
that Truman denounced them as a "tunch oi Russians." It's the modern
American version of the contradiction manifested in the Irish revolu-
tionist, who would go to mass in the morning and pay .homage to the
Bishop as the head of the Church, then go out in tiie afternoon and
bushwhack him as a landlord..

Tne workers have seen tneir major strike ‘truggles turned into

watlonal political issues. From this expsrience tney'rs learning thgy
can't defend thelr interests tnrough 31mple union action alone. what
they don't understand so well, and have yet to learn, is tnat they
can't solve their problems througn reliance on a "welfare state' gov-
ernment or any other kind of a capitalist government. They must go
through further experience, supplemented by our patiént explanations,’
our careful, persistent efforts to help them learn the political facts
of the class struggie, before tiiey will be ready for massive, inde-
pendent political action, before they will learn the futilities, and
the dangers of political class collaboration. we can't anticipate
mass action in the field of irdependent labor politics until they
have gone farther in that process. e can expect,however, that there
will be manifestations of mass action at the union level. The workers
find themselves caught between a capitalist oifensive against the
unions on one side, and an inept, cowardly, class collavorationist
bureaucracy on the other. This situation implies the orobability of oo
further spontaneous outbursts of defensive strugsgle in the next period. &
Recently, we've had a preview of situations of tnis type. One ex- .
ample is the Square D struggle, an old fashioned strike-breasing
attack on the part of the capitalist class in which new fanzled Wit
hunt devices were superimposcd. another exampgle 1s the axsrican oal
ty Razor. strike in 3Brooklyn, an attempt by unionized wsorkers Lo pre-
vent thecompany from running away to the open-snop South. 4 third
instance is the Studebaker givs-away plan —-- pay cuts, worssning of
conditions, weakening of seniority, general tearing dosn of uniion
control on the job. It did not.result in a strike because the union
bureaucracy beat down the sentiments of the vorkers to Iight back
against this attack, but those sentiments were clearly present, and
it does not follow that in every instance ths union burcaucracy will
be able to beat the workers down. Another type of figat is manifest-

:‘\"
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take over with the general collaboration of the capitallst government
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and the workers reacted strongly against it. The longshoremen knew
they must have a union, they knew there are a lot of Weaknesses in
the ILA, but they looked the situation over, decided the Iid was a

- better deal for them, and despite the capitalist propaganda barrage,
Taft-Hartley injunctions, arrests, jailings, and financial scandals,
the workers supported the ILA in the elections and on the picket line.
As a result the ILA whipped the AFL. e can expect other spontaneous
defensive struggles of these and similar types in the days to come.
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Our work in support of the Square D strike was a good example or

correct policy in actions of this kind. The party gave unconditional
_ support to the workers' struggle without regard for tne auspices un-
b} der which the struggle was taking place. The comrades participated in
o the action to the maximum extent practical; got the paper into the
i hands of the strikers; talked to them about our program; exposed the

‘ false political considerations of the Reut.ier bureaucracy in opposing
a full mobilization in support of the strike; and showed that the anti-
Reutherites who mobilized in support of the strike went along With
the unnecessarily bad settlement for the same false political censider-
ations as the Reutherites.

T RN 3 e
RS TR

The New York comrades acted along similar lines in the ASR strike.,
Unlike the Square D case, the ASR workers did not receive any mass
support from the general unfon movement. This made a substantial dif-
ference in the scope of the struggle and therebdby placed limitations
on what our comrades could accomplish in that situation as compared
with the Square D fight. Despite these limitations the comrades were
in theare pitching to aid the struggle, distribute . the paper, discuss
program and davelop contactus.

In the period ancad we will find other opportunities te inter-
vene in situations similar to Square D and ASXR. It should be our
policy to jump into such battlss with our press, and participate di-
rectly in the actions insofar as practical circumstances permitv,
whether or not we have a single memoer in tae situation.

Fr o
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In our day to day work within the unions, on the otner hand, we
must recognizc that this is the wrong time to be playing practical
union politics. The union burcaucrats are in e¢ffect in a conspiracy
with the bosses and the capitalist government to stamp out radicals
inside the unions before an upsurge comes, In tacir favor, and agzinst
us, is the present social cquilibrium and the whole welzint of the
witch hunt.

Our comrades in on2 national fraction are today in 2 it oI hot
water from this general cause. Under an carlizr top regime the com-
rades ware able to advance a certoin distunce in the formation of
opposition groups z2nd werc able to take over somc loczl union posts.
In more recent times, they have been subjected to 2 heavy right wing
offensive under a new top regime. A sympathizer has been e¢xpelled
from one union in on¢ circumstance, = comrade h=zs beun fired out of
the plant in 2nother, =2 zenerzl pattern of F3I pressurc is devosloping.
In considering what should be done in this situation I c2li to mind
the famous mixcd metophor that 'Comade Stoin coined at the 1842 con-
vention. " hen you're in hot water," Comrade 3tein s-id, "you must
‘either unfurl your banner, or pull in your horns." Lot us zpply
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this maxim to the problem of the fraction under discussion. rherels
no question about their beiny in hot water. Jverything I've said up
to this point has been calculated to indicate that tiils is not the
time to unfurl their banners. 50 it follows that they have to pull
in their horns. and the-Bame thing applies to all union Iractlons.

This is no time to be pushing for posts in tie unions. This i85
no time to pe starting fizhts that jou can't win or to ve initiating
projects in the unions that you can't carry throuzn. This is a time
for caution in our work inside th2 unionssA s was pointed out in the
trade union resolution, the political militant workingzg within the
unions in ths 1650 's must conduct himself much like the union mili-
tant had to act working within ths open shop plants in the 1530's.
Concentrate un winning contactz in the membershnip. Move in tune With
tne workers' sentiments on union issues. Don't push forward beyond
the limits of effective support. I you mage & mistake 1n tempo in.
your work inside tne unions in tals period, lev it be on the side of
caution. work patiently with the long rang;e view uppermost in your
mind. :

It will be interesting to taixe a qulick look at tihe question of
building groups and taking union posts throush a comparison of our
past and present polisies. Our past alliances in the unions were
made under altogether different conditions tuaan tnoee wnich ohtain
today. The basic task of th2 time, from .unich our policy flo.ed, vas
one of orsanizing and consolidatingy the unions, and our policy of
alliances and critical support to non-party elements in the unions
was sound under those conditions, because it served tne jeneral in-
terests of the worgers and facilitated the building of our oun cadres.
But the union bursaucracy no longsr plays vhe same Progressive role
that at least a secvilon of it plared during the perioa wnen the pro-
blem was to urganize and conwolidate the unions. Instead, the bur-
eaucracy acts today as a conscious agent of tue capltelist government
and imposes its national policy on the uniovns in & dictatorial Tasa=
ion. Todey it is a rare union ofricizal, almost &l rare as & one
armed cornetist «ith the itech, wino is not wpolly whe prisoner of
national policy. There is no realistic Dbasis ior =n oilil: Wl
such elements in the unions. '

Je can recruit new cadres out of the union rermks only in in-
transizsnt struzsle against these elements. That struj:sle in tas

initlal stazes will be essentially propagandisvic, witia tns press

serving as our chief instrument. Later on, when elegzats ...0 serve
class strugsle aims begin to appear we will taxs up tae guestiosa of
new alllances, under the new conditions. Meantime, Lnere ic

for alarm over our present relative isolation, because neW ciniliaine
are bound to produce new allies for us, and .e aave an active, =.fec-
tive policy of probing to find and to win these alli2s TO our pariy.

“‘ ~ s
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For the Cochranites, on the other hand, our relative isolation
in the mass movement loomed as a sectarian monstrosiiy. Insy see
little hope in the union ranks. They have set out todey O 1njra-
tiate themselves .ita the union officials. I undersiand tiect Jolne-
ran has been runniny around the country lik:s OJiozenes wita a lenvern
looking for an honest man in the union bureaucracy. IieJ7 want &%

tical union politles is the beginning end end ol unlon poliicy. =
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this game is as 0ld as opportunism itvself, there's no future in’it, 3

at least there's no revolutionzry future in 1it. %
A

Qur main aim is diametrically opposite. Our aim is to develop ~3
class consciousness in the union ranks. This excludes any coopera- .
tion with the bdureaucratic gang, or with those who are caught in tne i
iEy

prison of thes national policy, or who have any responsibility for
that policy. We nsed a free hand for thorou5h criticism of this

. whole ganz, and it must not be curbed for the sake of any practical
A alliances.

R e S
MR S e

New cadres, the cadres that are going to build the left wing
of the future in the mass movement, will not be created amongzg the
routinized unionists who were once the backbone of the CIO, but who
are today wearing out alonz Jith the limited program of their mili -
tant days. This was evident in the UAW Tlying squadrons that show-

v

AT

~ ed up on the Square D picket line. Tlany of them aren't Wwhat they
4 used to be They have growr older, softer, less ezger for battle,
3 ready and anxious to make way for the younzer werkers waen a clash
%“ vith the cops looms. It is z false argument that the experience of
b the generation of former militants is decisive. That same argument

>

2%
was raised back in the 1630's, only then the contention wag that the
experience of the craft unionists was decisive. Thb truth is, that
the bulk of the union fighters.of the 30's were new people, and they
learned militant union metnods guickly in struzgle. OSimiliarly, to-
day, the bulk of the radicalized cadres in the next upsurge will not
be the routinized unionisns who have shot their bolt. They're going

-
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%A to be new people, many of whom play little or no role in the unions
ﬁ today. ﬂ"peClally uhej re coing to be young people, and those who
%~ bear the heaviest burdens of discrimination, the Negroes, and other
ﬁ minority peoples, the women «orkers,
it o
ﬁf It would be too narrow a concept to think that we can reach %
i these elements only, or even mainly, through our fraction wori in-
side the unions. That's only one side of our union policy. Another
big side of our union poll“j is the party pudiic activity -- circu-
1at1on of our press and publications; conducting party election

campalgns, pzarticularly to get the use ol rsz iic and TV; holding of
public meetings, debates; our other general activities. All these
are excellent vehicles for broad propazanda. In this activity there
1s no need for the caution that is required inside a union at the
present Jjuncture. &4c Trot sxy onvb obsar"ed "the party presss says:
what the union comrade can't say. That's exactly vhy vou czn't
builld revoluticnary fractions in the unions uithout = party. Thzt'
exactly why we bitterly fouzht the criminal attempt of the Jochran-
ltes to reduce our press to the level of union dlplum”"‘

The capitalist agencies don't hes.tate to tzke =z firm propagan-
da line in order to do trzde union work from outside ths uniovns.
They hammer awvay day after day zat the union rank ane file tarough
the capitalist press and the other propogonds mediums. The Catholic
Church, reactionary veterans' orgonizations, racs-hate Iroups, fas~-
cist proprg2andists -- 11 these elements hoammer 242y 2% the union
rank =2nd file from outside wherever they con; working =2t the same
time from the inside, pushing their line in :n effort to win influ-
ence over tne workers. It is in this mrnnsr, that the cadres of
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~conservatism are formed in the unions. The prejudices tney foster
are 2 real obstacle inside the unions, obstascles that can't ope over-

come Dy any clever move or trick. I'll 3o fartner The national
policy of the union bureaucracy itself is in the last analysis shaped
and controlled throa51 the pressurs2s that are odrouaznt to bzar upon

the bureaucracy rrom outside czpitalist agencies.

the union militants
as the main weapon,
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ur fire on the false llne cf the labor-
ntrating mainly on the union bureaucracy,
at the Duall ts. We will present a
withcut any regard for pstiy union politics.
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In conclusion, I'll recapitulate briefly
our union worx as we have sought to put 1t forw
resolution:

The political militants 2re today under 2 heavy witch-hunt at-
tack in the unions. The degree coi pressure, the tempo of the attack
upon the militants may vary frem time to time, tut the dangsr will
be present for some time to come. & cautious policy 1s therefore re-

gquired in order to avoild needless victimization. The party, through
the press and other means, Will say for tng comrades in the uanions
what thney cannot 32y for thsmscivaes.

The m:=in aim, in the two-sidsd spprooca Lo our union woric, will
be to develop class conscicusness in the union ranks, to n:lo the
workers ovarcome their popular-front illusions. we must paticntly ex-
plain to the workers the necd for indeperdsnt politicezl z2ction and
project a clear class line in the press, without reg rd ror pstty
union politics. We will cooperats only with thoss vho serve class
struggle aims.

Wherever spontansous outbursts of clags strussi@ oc.ur, we Will
jump in with our press and porticipsate directly Jita such forees as
we can mobilize on = practiczl basis. This will be cur Pelicy whether
or not we have 2 singls comrade in the situadtion.

Through these combined means we will work tow-rd building 2
class strugzle lerft-wing in the unions, 1lod ty our party frectioens.

We will endeavor tv sirengthen our forces At imorove our cop.eiiy te
arry out this progrom throuzh constont stiention to reorultment.
/? /7' .7' I'l:.




