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DEAFT‘RESQLUTION.ON JHE POLITICAL SITUATION IN AMERICA

Since the defeat of lacArthur's armles at the Yalu river, the
most important development in world politics has been the rise in the
United States of the fascist movement headed by LicCarthy., If this
movement succeeds in taking power and smashing the American labor
movement, it will signify the eclipse of civilization, for the
outbreak of World War III-- an inter-continental war waged with
atomic weapons -~ would not then be long delayed, In such a war
even humapity itself might suffer annihilation. If on the other -
hand the working clasgs mobilizes to put a halt to lMcCarthyism, the
momentum of their effort would place on the order of the cday the
victory of a Workers and Farmers Government in America. That would
signify the end of McCarthyism and along with it international ,
capitalism and all its horrors. It would mean the opening of the
planned economy of sociallsm on a world-wide scale, The struggle
against MecCarthyism thus is of decisive significance for the entire
world, : .

The main source of the 'strength of ¥cCarthyism derives from the
unfavorable position in which American capitalism finds itself inter-
nationally. To understand the rise of ’cCarthyism we must under-
stand first of all the decline of American power on a world scale,

America's International Position

- Twenty years agoy leon Trotsky in forecasting the outbreak of
World War II explained what impelled Germany and the United States
upon the road of war: "For Germany it was a question of 'organizing!
Europe. For the United States it 1s a question of 'organizing' the
world," (War and the Fourth International,) It turned out that
Germany came too late uron the scene to succeed, The same can now
be said of American imperialism,

Germany, Japan and Italy were smashed in World iar II, Great
Britain, France, Holland, Belgium, etc.y emerged in such ruined con-
dition that they were able to escape proletarian revolution only
thanks to Stalinism and the Social Democracy. Thus capitalist
America came out of the war with overwhelming superiority. As a
result Wall Street has been able to enforce its will in the main on
both 1ts defeated foes and its ruined allies, Eut by incorporating
these powers in its structure and moving its border in effect to the
frontiers of Eastern Germany and lorth Korea, the U.S. included in
its foundations all the weaknesses of capitalism as a worlé organisr.
Its absolute strength 1s therefore uncermined, At the height of
its superiority it finds gangrene setting in at its extremities.

At the close of Vorld War II, American imperialism turned to
the job of settling accounts with the Soviet Union, But the accom~
plishment of this objlective has been delayed by a whole series of
major events., First of all, the victorious American armies disin-
tegrated as they and their folks at home decided it was time for
them to "come home." Secondly, the cooperation cf the Stalinists
was needed to head off the revolutionary upsurge in Europe which
wag close to taking power in a nuvmber of countries. This called
for deferment of the attack on the Soviet Union.

The victory of the Soviet Union in the war had profound revolu-
tionary repercussions. Thanks to the planned economy, the USSR
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recovered from the devastation of the war at phenomenal speed,
emerging as the second power in the world, Along with this, the
greatest series of colonial uprisings since the establishment of the
capitalist empires, drastically weakened the position of the metro=-
politan centers, China, the great prize of ¥World War II, smashed
the imperialist grip and emerged as a new factor of lmmense potential
weight in world politics. The revolutionary upsurge of the European
workers has been contained but not crushed, The pressure of the
workers on the European bourgeoisie translates into resistance to
the unlimited dictation of Wall Street, The breaking of the American
monopoly on atomic weapons further altered the relation of forces
in disfavor of liashington. The weakened position of world capitalism
was graphically demonstrated by the setbacks suffered in Korea and
in Indochina,

Thus althoughthe United States has reached the pinnacle of its
power in an absolute sense and scored a number of counter-revolu-
tionary successes -~ thanks primarily to the treacherous role of the
Social Democracy and of Stalinism -~ nevertheless, in relation to
the Soviet bloc and the colonial areas as a whole, it has suffered
a decline, ‘ '

The main consequence of this development, which was wholly
unexpected to Wall Streety has been the continual deferment of World
War III., At present a stalemate exists, which the Kremlin covers
and paints up with its slogan of '"peaceful coexistence" while Eisen-
hower responds in kind with his slogan of '"modus vivendi." 1In
recognition of the new balance of power, Washington and Moscow have
been moving since the t ruce in Korea toward a temporary deal,y a
poss%bility that we foresaw even before the outbreak of the "cold
war, . -

Such a deal, which 1is not likely to be a formal oney would not
eliminate the Jjockeying for position which has been going on since
thz end of World %ar II, This would continue despite the lessening
of tension that both l'oscow and %ashington desire at present. Only
in connection with the suppression of revolutionary forces would
these opponents see eye to eye and offer genuine ccoperation in
maintaining the status quo. ‘

Nor would the deal block the drive of American imperialism
toward another war, First of all it is under economic compulsion *o
open up the Soviet bloc to capitalist investment and exploitation..
Secondly, it feels that the - mere existence of planned
economy -- despite anything the Stalinist bureaucracy may offer in
partial concessions -- constitutes a standing challenge, . From the
imperialist viewpoint, to acquiesce in continuation of the status quc
would mean eventually the spread of nationalized ecornomy to new
areas. The freedom of planned economy from depressions constitutes
still another threat, for it stands as a contrast to the instatility
of capitalism in the eyes of the masses, Thus mere maintenance of
the status quo means an economic race in which American imperialism
clearly understands it 1s at a éisadvantage in the long run. Hence
the fear of the Soviet Union in the minds of Arerica‘s rulers,

These considerations lead to the inescapable conclusiocn that
American imperialism will continue its present course toward the
rearmament of Germany and Japan, the statilization of its military
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bases abroad, the consolidation of its grip on the "estern Hemisphere
and the securing of its home base by chaining the labor movement
hand and foot,

Nor would the deal succeed in blocking new revolutionary
upsurges and colonial uprisings. The great strike wave in Germany
in August 1954, following the general strike in France and the East
German uprising in 1953, are only harbingers of what can be expected
to happen in Europe,And new volcanic eruptions such as occurred in
China in the post-war period can be expected to again shake that vast
belt circling the globe from the Philippines, around the coast of
Asia, across Africa to the Andes. This means continual upsetting of
the equilitrium, continual alarms, the rushing of counter-revolution-
ary brigades to put cut conflagrations, the deeper and deeper involve-
ment of the United States in the revolutionary process that world
capitalism itself 1s generating.

The worsened position of America on the international scene has
given a qualitatively different sense of insecurity to the people,
particularly the middle classes, from that felt in previous periods
of crisis. An essential ingredient of the preparations for war is
psychologizing the masses. This has been going on since 1946, (In
reality since 1917, with a muting of the anti-Soviet propaganda Jjust
before and during the World Var II alliance,)  But the continual
postponement of the war underscores Wall Street's weakness, therefore
arousing fresh doubts and uncertainty about the country's leadership.
In addition there is utter lack of faith in the perspective of
imperialist war, a consequence of the disappointmént and disillusion
following two world wars, Binding these doubts together is the dread :
of what an atomic conflict might mean. Yet there is no escape except
wary to believe the capitalist propagandists,y for America, they claim,
1s being hemmed in and subject to attack by an advancing, fanatical
enemy who 1s so powerful and adroit that he has honeycombed the whole
- country wilth spies. Thus the psychological conditions have become
ripe for the fascist explanation of how the foe succeeded in getting
the "secret" of the bomby how "we lost China," and why America --
which never lost a war up to now -~ has become so weak it can't win
even in Korea, The conditions are also ripe for the fascist leader
who offers a sure-fire cure, This is the setting in which !cCarthy,
the would-be Super Hitler, has appeared with his demapogy about
"20 years of treason.,"

Precisely when the Stalinists with their class-collaborationist
line shout the loudest about a real possibility for "peaceful coexis-
tence" between capitalism and the planned@ economy of the Soviet Unicn,
caplitalism in its death agony advances a new terrible figure from
its chamber of horrorsy a figure that promises to overcome all
obstacles and definitively settle accounts with "communism"y that is,
organize and lead imperlalist America in conquering the world as
Hitler organized and led Germany in conquering Lurope.

Ihe Ihreat of Depression

The world crisis of American imperialism tends continuvally to
become converted into a domestic crisis. This is evident at the most
fugdamental level, the economy itself, as well as in the political
spheree.
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Since 1946 American economy has teetered precariously between
two tendencies: deflation and inflation, The threat of economic
crash is met by armaments expenditures that stave off the day of
reckoning, The steep decline of 1949, for instance, was overcome
primarily by plunging into the Korean civil war, This demonstrated
that mere preparation for war has become insufficient to prop up
production and employment., Only expenditures on the scale required
by war itself can overcome the tendency to slide into depression,

After the Korean truce, the economy at once began to decline,
At the beginning of the year unemployment started mounting and has
now reached well above 5,000,000, A large section of the working
class is on part-time work. An even larger section has been deprived
of the overtime needed to maintain the standard of living of most
working-class families. The declines in steel, auto, textile, coal
and other industries are much steeper than in 1949,

The recession has struck most heavily at the less privileged
layers of the working class -~ the Negroes and other minorities who
were hired last, the youth without long seniority. Working women
are being forced out of their jobs even where they hold seniority,

This economic slump, which is deeper and more ominous than any
America has suffered since the end of World War II, indicates in
faint outline what the consequences of a major depression will be.

The capitalist class shows mixed reactions. Iluch of the self
confidence of the propagandists who proclaim eternal prosperity as a-
unique characteristic of Arerican capitalist economy has been knocked
out, Pessimism and gloom grip a large section of the capitalists
most deeply affected,

At the same time,y the capitalist class 1s eagerly seizing on the
recession to mount an attack against the labor movement, The first
demands have been raised for wage cuts or an end to bargaining rela-
tions with unions. The drive for anti-labor legislation has been
stepped up, tending to fuse directly with witch-hunt measures,

This situation was foreseen in the resolution of the i'ay 1953
plenum meeting of the National Committee of the Socialist Workers
Party: "Even a minor shakedown would permit the employers, sure of
support from government agenciesy to take the offensive against the
unions, tighten the screws upon the personnel in factories and
offices,y further hack away at union conditions and organizations and
increase the speedup., The monopolists will seize the chance to try
to pound the powerful labor movement in submissiveness anéd regiment
it still more for the next phases of their war-drive," (}Major Devel=-
opments Since Eisenhower's Election.,) :

The official attitude of the administration is that "everything
is going according to schedule."” They refuse to meet with the heads
of the labor movement to consider the unemployment sitvation and they
postpone from month to month any drastic measures to halt the unem~
ployment trend, Evidence mounts that Big Business, which now rules
directly through the Eisenhower administration, is disposed to favor
a "limited economic shakedown" and to ultilize it as a battering
ram against the labor movement, ,
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While ‘the current economic recession can become the starting
point for a major economic decline, it must not be identified with
such a decline. The fact is that a big section of the population
is still riding the unprecedented economic boom that began with the
entrance of America into World War II,

This is particularly true of the wide petty-bourgeois level,
including layers of the working class, that has been enjoying a
hitherto unknown standard of living, MNillions of families that were
on relief rolls in the depression, now own farms, homes, automobiles,
TV setsy etce None of them are cushioned against the effect of a
major depression and live in dread of losing what they have gained,
The fear of another economic catastrophe like that of 1920-39 has
already proved sufficient to convert them into a vast recruiting
ground for fascism, It is there that l“cCarthy finds his main base .
of support, His demagogic explanation of what is troubling America
sounds plausible to them. LlNore important, he appears to them as a
fighting crusader, willing to carry his program through to the end.

The farmers began indicating their uneasiness by the volatile
character of their vote in 1948 and in 1952, The war prosperity that
came to them after a quarter of a century of stagnation anéd poverty.
aroused them to profit while they could. They expanded, mechanized
their farms, and modernized their homes. Television helped end their
isolation and pull them into the main stream of the country's politie
cal 1life. The repeated indications of the unstable character of the
economy and its wobbling on the edge of depression -- manifest in
the past two years.in a decline of 20% in farm income -~ has thor-
oughly alarmed them., This, added to their_bitter anti-war sentirents,
has prepareé them to break out of the traditional two~party set-up.

As they have shown before, the American farmers are inclined to
radical solutions in times of stress, If the labor movement fails
to bring forward a positive and dynamic program pointing to the
genuine road out of the economic c¢risis, it is certain that under
the impact of a major crash, the majority of this Znportant sector
of American society would turn to McCarthy, or at least acquiesce in
giving him a try.

Thus we find that the decline of prosperity, like the relative
decline of America's world power, tends to bring fascism to the fore,
investing it with far greater danger than in the years preceding
World War II when it first arose as a native fAmerican phenomencn.

Ihe Political Crisis

- Symmetrical to the weakening of its international position,
American capitalism has become increasingly malignant in its domestic
politics, With the opening of the "cold war" in 1946 under Truran,
American imperialism hecame the chief organizer of the world counter-
revolution, It is not possible to revive, bolster and sustain every
reactionary force abroad, from the Japanese ¥ikado, Chiang ﬁai-shek,
and Syngman Rhee in Asia to the former Nazies, Franco and the Vatican
in Europe, without affecting the ideology of the home front. The
anti~-democratic views and moral corruption of these allies tend to
become fashionable in America -- all the more so in view of the
losses abroad and the appearance of fresh obstacles requiring further
postponement of war, The rantings of a Chiang Nai-shek or Synzman
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Rhee on the need for a supreme effort to reduce the anti-capitalist
countries to an open arena for imperialist exploitation strike a
responsive chord, Their views become a factor in American politics.

And while organizing counter-revolution abroad, Big Business
at home opened a reactionary drive to prepare the domestic front for
%orld War III, American imperialism had sufficient resources in
World War II to buy off the labor bureaucracy and a section of the
working class, thereby blunting the opposition to war and gaining
effective allies in keeping it under control. These resources are
now gone. The sacrifices that would be demanded of the workers in
the projected atomic conflict are of an order qualitatively different
from anything demanded of the workers in the past, The ruling class
does not count on buying off this opposition or seriously expect
that the labor bureaucracy can contain it, ansequently they are
resorting more and more to the club,

The unions are marked as the major objective, but the dollar
plutocracy is not so stupid as to begin with a head=-on struggle _
against such a force, Their strategy 1s "one at a time," They have
carefully singled out unpopular victims to whose defense the labor
movement would be least likely to rally, and given them the works
. first, At the same time they have moved step by step to construct
.a police state capable of strangling all democratic institutions
and traditions and transforming the trade unions into an integral
part of the police-state apparatus. The norm of democracy in America
is thus disintegrating, The disintegration has gone so far that for
the first time in American history a political party has been out-
lawed.

The beginnings of the witchrhunt can be traced back to 19#0 when
Roosevelt signed the Smith "Gag'" Act and personally gave the word to
persecute the leaders of the Socialist Workers Party and Local 5k
of the Teamsters, However, the need to appear as champions of democ-
racy in the war, coupled with the support that both the labor
bureaucrats and Stalinists gave the war, caused the Roosevelt admin-
istration to defer a wijde-~scale witch hunt.

With the fall of Japany a new chapter opened. The administra-
tion sought to begin its drive against the labor movement by driving
a wedge into it, inSpiring certain labor leaders to carry the ball
first. ‘

An attempt‘was made as early as 1945 to use the AFL as a
_bludgeon against the "Communistic CIC." This was short-lived. John
L. Lewis, who appeared to be spearheading this maneuver, came into
conflict with the government and the rest of the AFL bureaucracy.
But it was sufficient to open the witch hunt in a most important
area -- the unions themselves, .

: The I'urray leadership of the CIO responded by opening a rreven-
tive witch hunt of its own in the CI0O, The Stalinist trade union
leaders cooperated with lMurray in this in the early stages, hoping
to salvage their posts and positions by going alonv with the rela-
tively mild edicts of the Buffalo CIO convention in 19L4b ending the
autonomy of the CIO councils,
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But with this infringement on trade-union democracy, the sluice
gates were opened. The inner CIO witch hunt gained momentum,

finally engulfing every union and resulting in the expulsion of the
Stalinist-dominated internationals. ‘ _

The witch hunt became the main political instrument in the drive
against the democratic form of government. Thiq was acgompanied by
administrative orders and a wave of federal and local anti-labtor
legislation beginning with the Taft-Hartley Act in 1946, all of which
was aimed at shackling the unions and reducing the Bill of Rights
to a scrap of paper,

In the country as a whole, Truman's so-called "loyalty" order of

1947 =- the domestic parallel to the launching of the "cold war"abroad
-- gave enormous impetus to the witch hunt, From the government, the
hunt for "reds" spread to the waterfront and to industries engaged in:
production of war materiels, and from there to industry as a whole,
The purge swept Hollywood, radie, TV, the schools and the churches,
The government bureaucracy itself became a major Hunting ground as
the hysteria over the "red" danger charged the national atmosphere,

But a witch hunt has a logic of its own. It can be kept going
only by providing fresh sensations, each more startling than the
last., Otherwise it tends to die down, Since the witch hunt is an
essential element of the drive to psychologize the people for war
and for smashing the unions, Big Fusiness cannot permit it to die
down., And so the fresh sensatlions are provided. America 1s even
given the electrocution of "gpies."

At a certain point, however, the fantastic premises of the
witch hunt begin to appear to be truey especially to a nervous middle
classe A desire thereupon arises in this sectlion of the population
for a drastic solution to the obsessing fear, Each new sensation,
proving the "correctness" of the new outlook on reality, deepens
this need., The witch hunt thus becomes ready for a qualitative
change. Or to put it in different terms, the witch hunt becomes
ready for division, the birth of something new,

In 1950 the first major signs of a qualitatively different kind
of witch hunt appeared when Senator leCarthy made his notorious
speech at the Vheeling, Viest Virginia, Republican ¥omens Cludb attack-
ing the U.S. State Department for softness over "Communist infiltra-
tion." The appearance of the obscure "isconsin demagogue on the
national scene was noted by us at the time as the possible beginning
of a "super witch hunt," The atmosphere in which the speech vas
delivered was "made to order," we said, "for the rise of a fascist

movement that can quickly overtake traditional politics in the
United States,." : '

Since that time the witch-hunt drive has shown increasing signs
of splitting into two fundarental segments -- the witch hunt of the
capitalist regime as such which cdevelops organically so to speak from
the old structure of tourgeoils democracy tovards'a police state, and
the witch hunt led by Mc=Carthy that has as its fundamental aim
replacing the bourgeols democratic structure with a fascist regime
founded on the destruction of the o0ld democratic institutions and
above all the destruction of the trade unions as independent working-
class organizations, ' '
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In November 1953 this development was dramatically projected
on the national arena when lMcCarthy in a radio-TV speech answered
ex-president Harry Truman. Brownell's smear of Truman as the protec-
tor of Harry Dexter White, an alleged Russian agent occupying a high
government position, had been properly chardcterized by Truman as
"WeCarthyism," After Truman's rebuttal, lcCarthy took over, hurling
his challenge November 24 at both the Democrats and Eisenhower
Repbulicans and clearly delineating the independent fascist course
of his faction for the 1954 elections,

' These fireworks illuminated the whole national political scene,
showing the emergence of a fascist nucleus in the adminstration and
in the Republican Party and the crystallization of an incipient
fascist movement in the United States,

As lcCarthy predicted at the time, "communism," or to speak
more accurately, the formidable growth of his fascist movement,
became the key issue in the 195% elections. The development of .
I‘eCarthyism has placed a question mark over the continued existence
of every democratic institution in America, including not only the
unions, but all political parties outside of MeCarthy's faction, P
The death agony of the capitalist system, having caught up with the
United States, finds its symptoms most glaringly displayed in the
form of an acute political crisils from which no one, Republicans,
Democrats, labor bureaucrats or any one else can escape, lcCarthy
is forcing America to confront its great historical alternative --
fascism or socialism, o

Qur Analygis of MeCarthyism

In response to the emergence of McCarthyism in November 1953
as a dominant issue in American polities, the Political Committee of
the Socialist “orkers Party developed an analysis and program of
action for struggle against this fascist menace, The main points
of the analysis are as follows:

The election of Eisenhower was a result of the prolonged
refusal of the labor bureaucracy to lead the working class on to
the road of independent political action and -~ in the absence of
any political threat from the labor bureaucracy -- the determination
of Big Pusiness to take direct control of the government apraratus.
The victory of the Republican Party opened a new stage in the
political development of the United States. 3Breaking the 20-year
coalition between the labor bureaucracy and the capitalist state
cultivated under Roosevelt and Truman, it ended the equilibrium
that had been achieved, All the reactionary, anti-labor tendencles
in the country were enormously accelerated,

The coalition, the aim of which was to tie the labor bureau-
crats «- and through them the trade unions -~ to the state, was
different from similar coalitions in Europe, The workers had no
mass political organization of their own, and the labor bureaucrats
were granted no government posts. This peculiar feature of the
American version of coalitionism (or "Peoples Frontism") unéerlined
the contradiction between the enormous potential strength of the
unions and the feeble political weight of the labor bureaucracy in
the structure of capitalist politics. The very weakness of the labor
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_bureaucracy made more certain their docility as junior partners and

tied them all the tighter to the state, occasional protests not-
withstanding.

The political neutralization of the American working class by
this process permitted the swing toward capitalist reaction to gain
extraordinary momentum and weight, The point was quickly reached
where the "coalition" itself could be dispensed with, And in turn
the end of the coalition further accelerated the speed and depth
of capitalist reaction,

The end of the coalition did not halt the efforts of Big Busi-
ness to integrate the unions into the state apparatus., It simply
changed the form. %Whereas under Roosevelt and Truman it proceeded
by and large through agreement and acquiescence of the union heads,
under Eisenhower the tendency has been to utilize repressive anti-
labor legislation and intimidation of the union bureaucrats, This
meant fresh acceleration of all the reactionary, anti-labor tenden-
cies in the country. ’

New impetus was given the witch huntj and, in moving toward
a .new equilibrium of class forces, the most favorable conditions
were c¢stablished for the growth of a fascist wing within the Repub-
lican Party.

As a product of the witech hunt, MeCarthyism continues to set
the pace for the hysteriay but it is more than a witch~hunting
excrescence of the capitalist state apparatus. It 1s a native Ameri-
can fascist movement in the early stages of formation. Having
stepped out on the political arena as the murderous foe of the work-
ing classy 1t will not be subdued or contained by the old capitalist
parties, even though they take fright, or by the well-meaning 1lib-
erals or by any other force except the working class itself,

The mass base of NecCarthyism is found principally in the middle
class but also extends into sections of misguided, backward workers,
many of them not organized in unions, segments of the extreme right-
wing elements in mass production plants, declassed elements and
bourgeois-minded student youth,

The licCarthyites have attracted a fringe of intellectual
"theorists" and apologists. This is indicative of the depth of the
crisis in the petty-bourgeols intellectual circles. From among the
renegades of Marxism as well as from the ranks of the young bourgeois
intellectuals, a cadre of fascist publicists and brain trusters is
being selected, o '

The framework of a national fascist organization has already
formed around McCarthy., All the fascist groups that flourished in
grevions periods but could never find a major national leader or

ocal point have rallied to icCarthy's banner, The Gerald L.K.Smith
movement, the Covghlinites, the Christian Fronters, the Ku Klux Klan,
the llinute Women, sections of the veterans organizations, vigilante
groups, herds of professional -scabs, sections of the underworld
and the like are now linked by common devotion to the would=be
American Hitler, Senator Joseph l'cCarthy,
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The. evidence is considerable that .licCarthy has wide support
among the police, particularly in the larger citlies. And of course
the sheriffs and deputies of the lynch-ridden Scuth and South West
are natural allies of the rising MeCarthyite movement. - o

In the legislative branch of the government, IfcCarthy has about
19 Senators, including Jenner, Mundt, Dirksen and Butler, These
are not necessarily fascist politicians, Some are merely reactiona-
ries playing McCarthy's game for the moment, But they help further
the fascist movement and constitute a strong segment of the apparatus
at licCarthy's command,

In the executive department, McCarthy's influence 1is extensive,
The Army-lMcCarthy hearings revealed to what lengths the professional
military caste are prepared to go in conciliating the fascist
Senator and cooperating with his aims, ' Even more illuminating is
the growing encroachment of McCarthy's lieutenant Scott lMcleod in
the State Department, This fagecist has set up a super-secret police
apparatus that acts as a rival administrative command to Dulles
himself., : ,

On the financial side, F¥eCarthy is supported by a group of
fabulously wealthy oil tycoons of Texas. This is one of the most
ominous signs of the growing power of the fascist movement. This
section of the-capitalist class not only supplies vast monetary
resources, it constitutes a point of contact with other capitalists
who can be recruited as backers of lcCarthy. While they are a
relatively new sector of Big Business and far from the decisive
power in the capitalist class, their power 1s growing and they con-
gtitute the inltial recruits for fascism in America's ruling class,

All attempts of the Democrats and Republicans to curb, crush,
outflank or brush aside lcCarthy have ended in fiasco. The Army-
McCarthy hearings, for instance, which resulted from the need of the
Eisenhower administration to draw a line on the encroachments of
McCarthy's independent power, cost nothing more to the fascist dema-
gogue than the sacrifice of his Jewish Democratic attorney as a
scapegoat,

On the other hand, the hearings counted as combat experience
for licCarthy's mass following. All evidence shows that the basie
core became hardened and drew more closely around the banner of the
fascist demagogue, It 1s true that some marginal supporters were
repelled by the crudity of lcCarthy's conduct, But the idea that
this constituted a major setback for the fascist movement is nothing
short of insane. The rise of Hitler likewise had its passionate
division of the middle class for and against, with innumerable shifts
and upsets, As a matter of fact, the very pcsing in the hearings of
the question "for or against McCarthy?" constituted a major advance
for American fascism, Moreover, the hearings brought into focus for
millions the indispensable personal symbolism of the leader in the
national political arena, There it will stay until the working class
settles the issue definitively,

el

- The struggle that broke into the open at the Army-McCarthy
hearings showed most clearly that I"cCarthy's movement is not just
another political clique that can be disposed of by the capitalist
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machine'politicians once 1t transcends the limits of what 1s per-
missible in the code of bourgeois democratic politics, It 1s a new
type. of machine with independent power resting on a mass base of
its own. S '

The hearings revealed both the depth of the cleavage between
the two wings of the capitalist witch hunters and the inability of
the 'Eisenhower Republican and Democratic opponents of McCarthy to
really smash the fascist's power. The basic reason for this impo=-
tence 1s that while an intolerable antagonism exists between the
bourgeois state in its democratic form (even though it has been con-
siderably modified in the direction of reaction) and the fascist
form, nevertheless in the period of the death agony of capitalism,
the bourgeois democratic government itself prepares the ground, sows
the seed, cultivates and nourishes the development of fascism, ‘The
working class alone can cut this development short and save America
from the catadtrophe of a fascist dictatorship, But for this the
workers must take power and extend democracy into the heart of indus-
try on the basls of the soclialist reconstruction of American society.

McCarthy's role as the architect of an American fascist movement
is perhaps nowhere more vividly manifested than in his use of the
blackmail technique. Blackmail is a favorite . weapon of fascist
demagogues, - l'cCarthy who has studied Mein Kampf very carefully,
has taken a cue from Hitler, who was also able to make powerful use
of the corruption that flourishes among democratic capitalist
politicians in order to make them play the Nazi game in critical
situations, ' .

Like Hitler's charge of "14 years of shame and treason,"
lMeCarthy's charge of "20 or 21 years of treason," which he levels
against the Pemocrats and somewhat more carefully but nevertheless
plainly against Eisenhower, is the pivot of fascist demagogy. The
treasofni charge marks the boundary between the official witch hunt
and its unofficial fascist offspring, In a sense 1t constitutes the
witch hunting of the witch hunters. While the official witch hunters
boast about having crushed the domestic "communist menace," although
continuing to whip up the hysteria over an alleged communist menace
abroady the McCarthyltes charge that the U.S, government has been
infested with conscious and unconscious Russian agents for -two
decades and more, They claim that the highest military circles
deliberately handed half of Germany and all of China to lcscowe
iheitclaim that the government is still honey-combed with spies and

Tra OIS e

The treason charge provides the peg for two further points that
are crucial to the development of fascism, First, it is the basis
for full fledged social demagogy as the crisis deepens. It already
appeals to the discriented and disturbed layers of the middle class,
since all their woes, anxieties, fears, economic troubles, can be
blamed on treasonous conspirators who sold America out to the
Russians, It gives kcCarthy the basis to parade before the people
as their tribune and the avenger of the wrongs done them,

~ Second, the treason charge offers a convenient formula for taking
. power, As the fascists gain in strength they can step up the hysteria
over this accusation, Use of the treason formula along this line



;12-

was already.apparent in the Army-lMcCarthy hearings, MecCarthy called
on the officers and government functionaries to funnel confidential
information to him on anything involving "security." As the outraged
LicCarthy opponents pointed out, he asked these officials and civil
service employes to violate their oath of office., McCarthy's reply
was simple, The oath of office can be observed in essence only by
violating its form because of the treasonous conduct of government
heads due to laxity, stupidity...or worse, This appeal for recruits
© was undoubtedly effective among careerists and those with fascist
inclinations. ' :

The unity of the developing fascist movement and the official
‘witch hunters is revealed basically in their common defense and
advocacy of capitalism. MNore immediately their unity is revealed
in common agreement on the witch-hunting formula: that is, that a
"communist menace" exists and that it must be cut out root and
branch, Their difference 1s expressed in disagreement over how this
is to be achieved, The official witch hunters give 1lip service to
democratic and parliamentary forms; the fascists advocate rougher
methods, Thus a rivalry exists in the witch-hunting field between
the Eisenhower-Truman wing and the MeCarthyites. Since the lcCarthy .
wing does not hold power, while police-state legislation has been
actually passed, first under Truman then uncer Eisenhower, it may
seem that the greatest danger to democratic rights and civil liber-
ties ¢comes from the old-~line political machines. This conclusion,
however, is a mistake,

In the rivalry for preeminence in the witch-hunting field, the
fascist tendency is the final winner., Truman's witch hunting, for
example, turned out to be simply preparation for the ascendancy of
Erownellism which did not hesitate to turn the witch-hunting guns
on Truman himself, Brownellism likewise simply prepares for the
ascendancy of McCarthy, All the witch hunting of ‘the Eisenhower
regime has not saved Eisenhower himself from becoming lMcCarthy's
target. In fact Eisenhower's witch hunting constituted essential
preparation for his own victimization,

The mechanics of this process is quite simple, Having con-
cedéd McCarthy's basic formula of the “communist menace," the official
witeh hunters are caught in a dilemma, If they do not step up the
witch hunt, if they fail to continue to load the statutes with
police-state measures, they are obviously being "soft on communisr."
EcCarthy is the gainer., On the other hand, if they become more
rabid and enact new savagely anti-democratic laws, they confirm
MeCarthy's basic formula and thereby enhance his prestige., To attack
him then gives, him the aura of a martyr., Doing McCarthy's work does
not weaken him, it strengthens his entire rosition, The history
of Hitler's rise in Germany is especially rich in lessons in this
ABC of politics.

To think that Brownellism is a graver menace than }cCarthyism
is to grossly underestimate what would hapren in America with
McCarthy in the White House, This does not mean that 3rownellism
must be taken as a "lesser evil" than McCarthyism; the whole noint
is that HMcCarthyism must be fought by undertaking to oust toth Repuh-
licans and Democrats from office and replacing them by a “orkers
and Farmers Government,
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The cleavage between what has been most recently called "Brown-
ellism," after Tisenhower's attorney general, and McCarthyism, 1s a
cleavage between the Bonapartist and fascist tendencles that have
appeared on the American political scene. Just as we characterize
McCartinyism as incipient fascism, so we must designate the drift to-
ward police statism in the ruling structure of American capitalism as
budding Bonapartism, ’

In his analysis of the political situation in Germany immediately
before Hitler took power, Trotsky characterized Bonapartism, or the
"caricature of Bonapartism," as "a regime of military-police dicta-
torshin.," He defined the conditions for the rise of Bonapartism in
the epoch of capitalist decline as follows:

"As soon as the struggle of the two social strata -~ the haves
and the have-nots, the exploiter and the explolted -~ reaches 1its
highest tension, the conditions are given for the domination of
bureaucracy, police, soldiery. . . To be sure, such a government does
not ceaﬁe)being a clerk of the property owners." (The Only Road,

p. 13"‘1 [

Trotsky distinguisﬁed between the Bonavartism of the immediate
pre-fascist period and a relatively stable Bonapartism of capitalist
rule as follows:

"Phe Bonapartist regime can attain a comparatively stable and

- durable character only in the event that i1t brings a revolutionary
epoch to a close; when the relationship of forces has already been
tested in battles; when the revolutionary classes are already spent;
while the possessing classes have not yet freed themselves from the
fear: will not the morrow bring new convulsions? Without this basic
conditlon, that is, without a preceding exhaustion of mgss energles
in battles, the Bonapartist regime 1is in no position to develop."

Elements of Bonapartism in the capltalist government have been
growing in the United States since the emergence of the American work-
ing class as a colossal powsr in the Thirties., ith the appearance of
industrial unions, the United States became a house divlided., Every
ma jor pulsation of the working-class struggle has tended to pose the
question of who will he master, Every struggle, no matter how restric-
ted its initial formy has tended to become a show-down struggle be-
zweenlthe two powerful antagonists, American capitalism and the work-

ng class. f

Under these conditions Bonapartist tendenciles became gquite
marked, Roosevelt's infamous formula: "A plague on both your houses"
during the Little Steel strike of 1937 when the workers were hit by a
strike~breaking assault (Mohawk Valley Formula) was an expression of
precisely this tendency. :

During the Roosevelt and Truman administrations, the tendency
toward Bonapartism -- in particular American forms =-- can be traced
in the feverish growth of the central state apparatus, the increased
power of the military brass, the emergence of the secret political
police (FBI) as a major independent entity within the government, the
Increase of the President's "emergency" powers (even to commit the
country to war as in the Korean "pollce action"), and finally in the
officially sponsored nation-wide witch hunt.

.
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. The partiality of the American capitalists for "Brownellism" at
present, and their current hostility toward the "path of McCarthy" is
shown by their yearning for an "economical road to fascism," or, as
Trotsky characterized the Bonapartist policy of the French bour=-
geoisie in the pre-iWorld War II period, "fascism on the cheap."

In our definitions of both McCarthyism and Bonapartism, where we
draw heavily on the European exverience, it 1s necessary to guard due
proportions., What we have 1s an anticipatory mobilization of the
political forces threatening to atomize the American proletariat.
These forces show a marked maturity even before the full consequences
of the social crisis have appeared in the United States. The matur-
ing of the tendency toward a "preventive" reactionary settlement with
the working class stems, as we have indlcated, from the desperate
position of American capitallsm in the world arena on the one hand,
and on the other from the labor bureaucracy's strangulation of the
independent class movement of the workers. : '

Perspective of American Fasclsm

We say that American fascism 1s "inciplent." By that we do not
intend to minimize the danger. The fasclst movement always remains -
incipient until a ma jor default by the working class in one or more
revolutionary situations permits the fascist movement to develop into
a more advanced form. This occurs when successlve defaults alienate
the middle class to such extent that the fascist demagogue can
mobillze the ruined and crazed section into effective shock brigades
~ for a counter-revolutionary clvil war agalnst the working class,

McCarthyism has not reached that stage and there 1s every reason
to believe that the American working class can be mobilized to crush
it before 1t ever reaches that stage. But there are a number of
features about American fascism that are different from its European
forerunners, That such a formidable mobilization of the fascists
has already taken place before the social crisis of American capital-
ism has led to the mass radicallzation of the working class as a
polarizing center for the middle class, 1s a fact that must b
assessed and understood. '

. The powerful initial flush of American fascism stems from the
weakened world position of the United States, The reflex of the rul-
ing class, transmitted through a witch hunt of unprzcedented scope,
intensity and duration, has served to channelize the deep disturb-
ances in the middle class in the direction of McCarthyisms This is one
of the consequences of a default in leadership by the American work-
ing class due to the paralyzing role of the labor bureaucracy, After
the rise of the CI0O the bureaucrats managed to block formation of an
independent Labor Party that would have attracted the middle classes.
During World War II, they supported Roossvelt and his war policy,
once more refusing to take the road that could have attracted a middle
class that was uneasy over the slaughter and its consequences, Fin-
ally, in the Korean experience, the labor bureaucrats again supnorted
Truman and the war-mongers in the teeth of mass opposition to the
adventure, not only among the workecrs but amecng the middle class,
primarily the farmers. These successlive defaults of leadership made
possible the present turn toward McTarthylsm by considerable seections
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of the middle class who find no- other means, in the absence of work-
ing-class leadership, from expressing their discontent and nervousness.

Thus taking the political scene as a whole, the mass character
of McCarthy's following in a certair sense constitutes an anticipa-
tory counter-formation to the coming radicalization.of the working
class, a radicalization that can be expected to take explosive forms,

,With a sharp upsurge of radicalism among the workers this initial
advantage enjoyed by American fascism can be rapidly reversed. The
McCarthyites would become isolated. The greatest danger then would
- be the wave of illusion, assiduously nurtured by the Stalinists and
the labor bureaucrats, that fascism had been defeated and that a new
coalition with the liberal capitalists would bar its resurgence,

What about a different variant; namely, a "cold" victory for the
fascists? _If McCarthy, for instance, captures control of the Repub-
lican Party and becomes its preslidential candidate, say in 1956,
would this open the possibility for a fascist regime to come to power?
Would this mean that the working class had bsen denied its historic
opportunity to establish a ‘Workers and Farmers Government?

It 1s not excluded that MeCarthy and those around him can be
absorbed by the Republican machine. If they do so merely as indivi-
duals then we would have witnessed the dissolution of a group of lead-
ers of incipient fascism into the basle bourgeols democratic political
machine which has more and more tended to set up a bonapartist police-
state regime characterized by the enormous power of the military and
of the secret political police. This type of withdrawal was ssen in
the case of Mayor Hague, a potential candidate for the role of Ameri-
can Hitler in the late thirtles., But i1f McCarthy follows this course,
the role of fascist leader will fall to someone else who will pick up
the strings by denouncing McCarthy's “treason and betrayal.”

Another possibility is that lcCarthy in the White House utilizes
this postition to mobilize the middle class against the workers and
their organizations. This would give him maximum "legal" cover for an
all-out fight to’ consolldate his power and carry out his fascist
progridm. For the working class it would mean a despgrate struggle to
safeguard the Bill of Rights from subversion by the highest official
in the landes The historic opportunity of the working class to put a
Workers and Farmers Government in power would then occur in a differ-
ent form and under more difficult circumstances than if they had
mobilized earlier.,

At present, however, the tendency of development is along differ-
ent lines marked by the growing cleavage between the Bonapartist wing
and the fascist wing. :

A temporary deal with the Soviet Union would deepen this cleavage,
as the economic and social erisis in America grew more profound. The
outbreak of war, on the other hand, would give the Bonapartist ele-
ments, ©isenhower~Brownell, etc., the upper hand and enormously
strengthen the trend toward a poiice state. The distinctive fascist
tendencies might even be smothered by such a turn of évents. At the
next stage, when the hopeless war brought ruin and devastation and
frightful suffering, the polarization of the country into a fascis*
and a revolutionary proletarian camp would proceed with terrific speed.
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The Struggle for Workgr Power

The struggle against the fascist menace cannot hope to succeed
along any road except that of bringine the working class to power.

The dominant section of the capitalist class, the bourgeoisie
of the heavy industries and finance, will not do more than delay in
turning to the fascist solution for their difficulties. The delay .
itself arises out of distaste for the overhead costs of fascism and
fear over precipitating a struggle that may end in a working-class
victory. 3oth theory and historic experience attest to the fact that
all qualms and fears are pushed aside when the economic and social
crisis of capitalism reaches profound depths., The American bour-
geoisie will not prove different in this from their Wuropean cousins.
The backing which the Texas oll barons have already provided McCarthy
is an anticipation of what is in store.

The liberal capitalists, found primarily in the light industries
and among the merchants, will not act much differently. ‘hen the
chips are down they can be expected to go along, perhaps with greater
hesitation and deeper fears., Fortunately, the capltalist class des-
plte 1ts great political weight constitutes only an insignificant ‘
minority of the ponulation.

As already indicated, the middle class is incapable of an inde-
pendent role. In the final analysls it can only back the working class
or the capitalists. The problem is to win its allegiance., If the
working class mobilizes and gives a convincing demonstration of its
readiness to meet the fascist danger head on and open up the politi-
cal frontler beyond which li~s socialism, the middle class can be
confidently expected to provide its quota of fighting contingents.

Thls development alone would prove disastrous to the forces of
McCarthyism.

The real key to the situation‘lies with the working class.

For 1% years American capitalism has enjoyed an unprecedented
boom. While the hourgeoisie converted the blood of the battlefields
of World War II and Korea into the profits of the home front, their
prosperlty enabled them to grant concessions to the workers that con-
trast favorably with the preceding period of deep depression and
unemployment that rose as high as 20,000,000, The concessions have
had a conservatizing effect, particularlv among the militants who
were 1In the forefront of the great organizing struggles of the CIO.
As Engels said of the skilled workers of Great Britain in the 19th
century, a certain "bourgeoisification" has set in -- acceptance of
bourgeols standards, a desire to live for the day, a scramble for
comforts and convenlences at the expenss of great ideals. This mood
was powerful enough to even affect a section of the revolutionary
vanguard, appearing as a revisionist tendency in the Socialist #Work-
eis Pa{ty, one that was fortunately defeated 1n a sharp factional
struggle.

There 1is no doubt that if Amerilcan capitalism could guarantee an
indefinite boom, this conservative mood would deepen and spread
throughout the working class. That perspective, however, 1s excluded.
The American capitalists cannot r=2veat what the British capitalists
accomplished in the latter dacadas of the 19th century.
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The fact is that the American workers are far from contented with
their lot or satisfied about the future under capitalism., The threat
of atomic war and of depression, fear of the witch hunt and anti-
labor drive, uneasiness over the rise of McCarthyism, all contribute
to keep them on edge.

Their basic readiness to strike out on new paths that promise
fundamental change has been well indicated by the wide support of the
slogan calling for a 30-hour week at 4O-hours pay. At the first sign
of depression the slogan seemed to spring up from the grass roots,
particularly in the worst stricken industries like auto. ‘litant
sections of workers mobilized behind thils slogan in opposition to the
labor buraaucracy whose answer to the upemployment plague is a witch-
doctor's brew of ambiguous "plans" like the icDonald-Reuther "guaran-
teed" annual wage scheme and support for the Democrats.

The opposition of the workers to war was manifest in the wide-
spread criticism of the demand of the Democratlic Party for continued
involvement in Korea, It was manifest again ln the nationwide outcry
against plunging America into the French colonial war against the
Indochinese when it was proposed by influential figures in the Eisen~
hower administration last spring.

Among the less skilled layers of the industrial workers the
economic slump has induced receptivity to radical ideas. This was
noticed by petition circulators of the Socialist ‘orkers Party in ;
Michigan and New York. While most workers were far from prepared to
accept the program of the SWP, they indicated their friendliness to tha
petitiﬁg circulators and showed serious 1nterest 1n such action slogans
as 30- , ,

Fven the symptoms of a trend toward the Democratic Party can be
taken as a distorted expression of the tendency of workers to react
politically to the threat-of depression which they now assoclate with
Fisenhower, While the Democratic Party is a blind alley, a shift by
the workers to the party that 1s "out'" signifies under these circum-
stances a desire to protest politically,

But the economic slump has not yet gone deep enough to produce a
qualitative change in the mood of the working class as a whole. This
is yet to come., The witch hunt is s8till in the ascendancy. The labor
bureaucracy 1is still unopposed by a left wing of national strength.
The working class has not yet moved into the political arena. This
summary, of course, must be taken in its entirety with all its contra-
dictions, above all recognition of the molecular processes now working
to fundamsntally alter the picture.

Attention to the complicated forces shaving the mood of the work-
ers 1s of enormous importance: A party that claims to be revolution-
ary but does not watch with keenest attention every indication of what
is happening in the working class is worthless. Eut transcending a
particular mood is the objective situation to which the working class
must face up sooner or later. This requires its own analysis and the
- development of a corresponding program that, while connecting with
the masses in their current mood, really anticipates and prepares for
the eventual upsurge., This task falls to the revolutionary vanguard
who are capable of rising above the current mood, resisting adaptation
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to it, determining through scientific method what comes next, and
fighting for the correct response, .

Objectively, the working class has no choice but to take the
road of independent political action. Anything else means its des-
truction in the general collapse of civilization in atomic war. This
need 1s summed up at this stage in the slogan. For _an independent

Labor Party.

One of the most important means for realizing this slrngan in life
is the call for a United Conference of Labor on a loc¢al and national
scale. At every critical turning point the working class will feel
the need to mobilize its strength irom coast to coast. The idea of
unifying the power of American labor at one stroke in the battle with
Big Business can become irresistible and sweep the labor movement
overnight. Every militant must be alert to skillfully and patiently
developing every tendency along this line in antlclpation of the
sharpest changes in its favor gmong the masses,

A deepening depression will very likely be the factor that
touches off a mass movement in this direction. It will provide the
working class with the means to mobilize the whole populace, the youth,
the farmers, the minorities and the working women in a fight for an '
economy of plenty. It will pose almost from the beginning the decil-
sive 1issue of sociallsm..

If the workers, on the other hand, fail to develop such a pro-
- gram and struggle for it vigorously and with real determination to
win, the door will swing wide for fascist demagogues to peddle their
phony nostrums and recruit new sections of the middle class to their
movement,

The striuggle against McCarthyism must not be conceived as a nar-
row, specialized struggle exclusively concerned with the passing
issues arising from this or that action of the Wisconsin demagogue or
his Congressional opponents. The main trouble with all the movements
against the witch hunt and MeCarthyism -- all the special committees
and even the large-scale protests of educators, artists and scien-
tists -~ has been the absence of working-class leadership, The
struggle against fascism really embraces the class struggle against
the capitalists on every front,

For example, the struggle against another imperialist war is
identical in essence with the struggle against fascism. The working
class must expose th= demagogy of the American fascists in ovposing
"foreign involvement." McCarthy hammers away at the "blood guilt" of
the Democrats to whom he ascribes the blame for the loss of American
li¥ves in Korea. But behind the deliberately ambiguous and hazy
foreign pollcy advocated by the fascist senator is visible the rabid
war-monger who is prepared 1ike_H1tler to stake the fate of all human-
ity on a mad foreign adventure. 'icCarthy wants to exploit the deep-
seated anti-war sentiments of the American people, appealing to the
motherstand familles of the casualties in order to mobilize a fascist
movement ,

The McCarthyites can'afford to indulge in anti~wvar demagogy all
the more, since thelr real forelgn policy calls for putting the work-
ing class under fasoist discipline and smashing all democratic insti=-
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tuklions at home preliminary to tackling the basic tasks of American
imperialism abroad.

, The working class must meet the fascist "anti-war" demagogy with
a program of genulne struggle against the war-makers and thelr system.
The workers must elaborate a program to show the people of America
that labor in power would end the cold war and the provocations and
the threat of atomic destruction. Labor in power would offer its hand
in coopergtion to the workers and peasants of the world, end imperial~-
ism forever and establish the socialist fellowship of mankind living
in peace. : ' . ‘

. In combatting the fascist machine McCarthy 1s busily construeting,
- the workers must pay special attention to the fascist effort to estab-
lish a secret, conspiratorial clique of officers in the military caste.
Agalnst Eisenhower, who has not taken a single serious step to counter -
this menaecing operation, the workers must press for democracy in the
armed forces, deoriving McCarthyltes and potential McCarthylites from
exercising life and death power over the rank and file. The unions
particularly should refuse to tolerate organization of a secret net-
work of officers armed with power to mobilize the military for anti-
labor purposes.

* % *

The struggle against McCarthylsm 1s the most serious issue that
has as yet faced the American working class. It involves the fate of
the unions and the lives of tens of millions of workers and their
families. Even more, it involves the fate of America and the fate of
all humanity. In such a great struggle with such far-reaching impli-
cations 1t 1s necessary for the workers to rise to their full stature.
Thls means that the world outlook of the working class must transcend
the 1issues that have hitherto occupied its main attention. In combat-
ting McCarthyism, the American workers represent the long~range inter-
ests of the country as a whole and of all mankind. It is necessary
right now to begin thinking in those terms, The rising capitalist
class led mankind out of feudalism. Now it is the turn of the working
claislgo lead manking out of capitalism into the superior order of
socialism,

The workers must take a vital interest in those sections of the
population that extend beyond the working class in and of itself., The
struggle against fascism requires the mobilization of the minorities,
the women and the youth. Their special interests must therefore re-
celve attention in the anti-fascist program. :

The minorities, particularly the Negro, Puerto Rican, Mexican
and Jewish people w{11 be the main targets and victims of a fascist
victory in the United States along with the trade unions. The fight
against discrimination and segregation and for full squality thus be-
comes an integral part of the fight against fascism.

The Negroes feel most keenly the whip of unemployment as a threat
to all the economic gains they have made during the nast years. The
economic slump has given fresh impetus to their struggle for politiecal
representation and for effective Fair Fmployment Practices legislation.
There are many indications that they are far in advance of tas rest of
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the labor movement in willingnesslto fight for emancipation from their
super-exploited status.

This has not yet taken the conscious form of wiéespread proposals
to organize a Labor Party. But the Negro fight for political repre-
sentation 1s a powerful component in that movement,

The struggle of the Negro people against racist terror in both
the North and the South is a major front in the struggle against
McCarthyism, Here the action stage has been reached, In all the
incidents, from the Moore assassinations in Florida to the Trumbull
Park bombings against Negroes who dare to move qut of the ghettoes,
the fascist enemy is directly before us in the form of organized bands
of terrorists sponsored and inspired by real-estate interests and other
capitalists,. :

The central slogan against racist terrorism must be solidarity
between the labor movement and the Negro people in militant defense
of the victims. Workers must not permit the labor movement anywhere
at any time to stand by with folded hands while a8 minority is
attacked and terrorized by hoodlums and police. The central task of
the militants in these fights is to get action from the mass organlza-
- tions of workers, thus throwing into the balance against the fascists
the powerful forces of labor,

Working women constitute a tremendous revolutionary potential in
the United States, Millions drawn into industry during the war and
1ts aftermath have passed through a profound experience. Torn out of
the rut of household drudgery they have felt what wage exploitation
means and learned what solidarity with their fellow workers in
struggle is. This constitutes an economic revolution. for these women
and the beginnings of a cultural and political revolution as well,

But the change in status of these women has not been recognized
by capiltalist society which continues to tie them to household slavery
in thelr off hours while at the same time threatening to "free" them
from their jobs at the first signs of depression. ’

The dual role of many working women as keepers of a household and
wage workers places a terrible burden on their shoulders, predisposing
them to the most radical conclusions. Women in industry talk of B
these problems continuously and bitterly. They feel that society and
most men do not recognize their difficulties, callously imposing
heavier and heavier burdens upon them, '

The number of married women who have gone to work is so great
that probably the majority of working class women consider themselves
no longer as exclusively housewives but as either part of the labor
force or potentially so.

One of the reasons the question of women's rights has become so
acute in the United States is that the change in their status has
placed on the order of the day the task of completing the revolution,
The expense and care connected with the birth and rearing of children
has become a responsibility of society in place of the family unit,
The whole development of American soclety cries out for acceptance
of this responsibility,
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Child care centers established during the Second World War were
a ccncession to this nzed. They were granted under the emergency of
mass withdrawal of young men from the labor market into the armed
forces. #hat is needed now as a' minimum measure is government guaran-
tee of a livelihood and adequate care for every woman during pregnancy,
child birth and the rearing of her family. America, the richest
country in the world, can easily afford this first step toward the
genuine liberation of women. In fact, 1t should not be regarded as a
"ecost" but as a measure that would shortly lead to a great increase in
America's labor power and therefore America's productive capacity.

- If the working class fails to struggle for this program, fails
to mobilize men and women in united action for its realization, the
fascists will be sure to raise it as a major issue just as Hitler
did. Already there are an alarming number of women who are sympathe-
tic to McCarthyism. This sympathy stems from a feeling that McCarthy
is a true representative of the "small people," that he is fighting
all the evil powers in Washington which have let the women down so
cruelly.

The. labor movement cannot hope to gain or hold the allegiance of
women with the present policy and present lgnorant and backward
leadership. - As a social crisis deepens, the accumulated despair and
grievances of the women will become a mighty revolutionary force.
They will surge to the forefront, take the initiative, push into the
union meetings, lend militancy and fierceness to the battle. Will
they be repelled by the official leadership of the union’s and driven
into the ranks of the McCarthyites? That 1s one of the most crucial
questions facing the working class in its showdown with American fas-
cism,

Nowhere is the alternative facing America ~- fascism or soclal-
ism -~ posed with such sharpness as in the struggle for the youth.
The fascist movement seeks to capture the imagination of the youth
with its dynamism. It is noteworthy that the lcCarthyites have set
up a national organization, Students for America, which is obviously
centrally financed and directed. And no greater error could be made
than to think that cCarthyism will not prove attractive to American
youth and that no counter avpeal of greater attractiveness 1s needed.

The capitalist system offers nothing but a dismal and dark future
to the young generation -~ depression or war. Every spark of daring
1s stifled; curiosity, eagerness for bold projects smothered; every
avenue closed for their energy and talents. Of all sections of the
population, the youth feel the national atmosphere of uncertainty and
Insecurity the keenest.

Seeking a way out, they often fall into wild excesses due to
desperation, frustration and lack of understanding from adults.
Middle class and student youth are peculiarly susceptible to these
moods and in the teen-age groups the rise of delinquency has become a
prominent national phenomenas, But these same moods can easily take
the most militant political form. There lies the danger -- and the
oprortunity, '

The fascists have already made such inroads in the youth that may
even be said to hold the initial advantage. But this is a conseguence
entirely of the state of leadership of the working class. Tne ossi-



fied bureaucratic caste that hounds every militant, that throws up

its hands in alarm at every progressive impulse of the rank and file ~-
the dull, stodgy, unimaginative labor official 1is utterly incanable

of attracting the youth to the anti-fascist banner.

. The struggle for the youth is above all a struggle to arouse the
militancy, fighting power, and audacity of the workers organizations.,
A new leadership must be forged that will boldly take the American
workers toward power, blazing the trail toward a new America and a
new world in which youth will come into its own. To the call of that
leadership, the youth of America will respond with all the enthusiasm
and herolsm that youth is capable of. The fascists will recoil before
these fighters for socialism, ' -

- The revived and revitalized American labor movement will have
genulne and not demagogic attraction for the youth. It will possess
- color, fire and unbounded energy because of its revolutionary program

and fighting leadership., "

The struggle against McCarthyism must be conceived as a natione
wide struggle in which the working class represents the interests of
the people and of the country as a whole, At the end of their historic
road, the capitalist class revive the most bestial forms of govern-
ment. The traditional banner bearers of democratic slogans, the
liberals, after perspiring over the inroads on democratic rights,
deploring the trend and offering endless warnings about how “cCarthy-
ism hurts American prestige abroad, end up by jumpigg on the witch-
hunt wagon themselves and tryilng to seize the driver's reins. The
legislation outlawing the Communist Party was stampeded through Cone~
grass under the "leadership" of such traditional liberals as Humphrey,
Lehman and Morse. In that way the defense of democratic rights and
civil liberties, a great historic achievement of the capitalist system
in its struggle against feudalism, passes from the capitalist class
to the working class, - )

The o0ld slogan of .the Industrial Workers of the World, "An Injury
to One Is an Injury to All," now gains a new content. 1In the very
process of defending their own democratic rights, the workers defend
the democratic rights of all. '

- Such traditional ‘slogans as freedom of thought, freedom of the
press, freedom of assembly, the right to a place on the ballot, equal
rights before the law and in the courts, thus become central slogans
in the struggle against the American form of fascism,

With these political issues, the working class gains new points
behind which to rally the middle classes, the Negrnes and other minori-
ties, the women and the youth in the fight to save America from fas-

cism,
Ihe Problem of Leadership

In 1938 Leon Trotsky wrote: "The world political situation as a
whole 1s chiefly characterized by a historical crisis of the lsader-
ship of the proletariat." (The Death Agony of Capitalism and the
Tasks of the Fourth International.) :
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. That, in one sentence summed up the Marxist estimate on the eve
of World #ar II, The estimate was more than verified. Today, in

face of the preparations for an inter-continental war with atomic :

weapons, it not only still holds true, it has become a problem of life-

or d=ath for perhaps all humanity. Its full acuteness is apparent

above all in the United States where a threatening native fascist

movement has arisen. The general crisis of leadership has become the

- particular crisis of leadership in the struggle against McCarthyism.

W1ll the American workers prove capable of raising up from the
ranks a left wing determined and able enough to break through the
bureaucratic crust that has hardened over the volcanic energies of
the labor movement? Historic experience says yes., The American
people have proved their dynamic capacities in two revolutions, 1776
and 1861, The working class itself showed what it can do by organiz-
ing the basic industriles against the most hardened, brutal and reac-
tionary set of big capitalists the world has known. what the Ameri-
can workers did on the economic field in building the CIO they will do

on the political field, only better. '

The bulk of the workers are still tied through the bureaucracy
to the two-party system, mostly to the city machines of the Democratic
Party. This long-drawn-out experience is now nearing 1ts conclusion.
The absolute incapacity of the so-called "pro-~labor" wings of the two
parties to stop either the police-state trend or the McCarthylte fas-
cists will provide shock after shock. The deepening economic crisis
will deal such stinging blows that even.the most lethargic worker
will feel impélled to move.

With the end of the political lethargy, the labor bureaucracy as
we know 1t today will be blown sky highe. Those incapable of separat-
ing themselves from the two-party system will share its doom. The
more flexible ones may turn to such pseudo-independent formations as
the Liberal Party or the American Labor Party, or they might try to
organize a reformist political formation of the classic European type,
But this too under the stress of the struggle with fascism will prove:
to be a relatively short stage in the political education of the work-
ing class., ¥illions of workers seeking a theory and a program around :
which to bulld a new leadership will turn to the radical movement as
they have in the vast. : _

What will they find there? The decisive criterion then, deter-
mining which grouping is elevated to leadership and maintained in
leadership, will be the program it forged in the past, particularly
its program for struggle agalnst ilcCarthyism. _

The Socialist Party will have succeeded by then, we may expect,
in carrying through Operation Burial which has been the main point
on its agenda for a number of years. It may be dismissed from further
consideration, R

Of the other radical groupings outside the Socialist Workers
Party, the main reaction to McCarthyism has been sterility. The
Shachtmanites of the Independent Socialist League vroved to be an
ossified sect on thils question, incapable of seeing fascism in the
McCarthylte movement because it does not have precisely the same
"stigmata" as Furopean fascism. They thereby read themselves out of
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consideration as potential leadership in the struggle against the
American form of fascism,

The De Leonists of the Socialist Labor Party wrote two or three
articles recognizing in theory the fascist character of McCarthyism.
Having thus performed their "duty," they dropped further consideration
of the matter to get on with the more important business of reprinting
"the pre-World War I writings of De Leon, a laudable enterprise but
not one exactly calculated to prove their own capacity to lead any
action whatsoever against fascism,

The Cochranites of the American Socialist Union, more impotent
in theory than the De Leonists, are incapable of making up their

minds what to think about McCarthyism, They have not even discovered
yet that it is a practical as well as a theoretical problem. Obsessed
with fear tnat they are only another .sect, they vorefer to limit them-
selves to "commenting.™ This 1s an expression of their tendency to
retire to the sidelines of the class struggle, a tendency that is
coupled with adaptation toward Stalinism and toward the labor bureau-
cracy. The impotence these political bankrunts have displayed over
the problem of McCarthyism is fresh evidence that they are not to be
taken as serious contenders for leadership in the ruthless political
war that labor is forced to wage in its own defense against the
McCarthyite menace.

This leaves as candidates from which to choose only Stalinism
and the Socialist WDrkers Party.

- How does Stalinism shape up as an anti-fascist force? Since 1its
policies in the United States are not independent but hinge on the
foreign needs of the counter-revolutionary bureaucracy in the Soviet
Union, the first step of a realistic assessment requires an examina-
tion of 1ts international role,

At the close of World War II, a great revolutionary tide swept
Furope, Asia, Africa and Latin America. Primarily because of the
Soviet victory over German imperialism headed by the Nazis, the Stalin-
ists gained a reflected prestige and were thrust to the forefront by
the masses under the delusion they would repeat what the Bolsheviks

did in 1917. Instead of leading the masses to victory, the Stalinists
did everything in their power to stop the revolution.

In Fastern Europe they were eventually forced to carry out over-
turns of capitalist property relations, but in such circumstances
that the blows they dealt the world socialist revolution far over-
shadowed the progressive kernel in their action.

In Yugoslavia they tried to deliver the partisan movement tov
the allled powers, but failed because of circumstances heyond their
control,

In China the movement was.so powerful and elemental that it
threatened to sweep over thelr heads. They chose the lesser evil of
modifying their policles and were carried to power., with that excep-
tion, world Stalinism has managed to restrain and in some places com=-
pletely smother revolutionarv movements.
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In Italy, the Stalinists, favored by a great mass influx into
the Communist Party that made it the largest in the world outside of
the Soviet Union at the end of World War II, could easily have taken
power -~ not once but ropeatedly. Instead they took posts in the

capitalist government 3nd helped stabilize this Jerry-built structure
that had been put up by Anglo-American imperialism, -

The same holds true for France, where the workers surged forward
repeatedly tryving to force the Stalinists to take power., Again the
Stalinists took government posts for no other purpose but to hold back
the revolution on one hand and bargaln with Wall Street on the other,
As in Italy, once capitalism had reached a certain stability, they
were booted out of office on orders from the U.S.State Department.

In East Germany another facet of Stalinist counter-revolutionary
policy came to the fore when the workers in June 1953 rose against the
government. The profound meaning of this event 1s not confined to its
importance as a landmark in the mass political revolution of workers
directly under the control of the Kremlin. The nakedly counter-
revolutionary character of Stalinism was exposed before the eyes of
the world and of the American working class as Spviet tanks were moved
against the rebellious workers and their leaders were hunted down and
purged. The bourgeois lie that Stalinism is a revolutionary movement
was never more clearly unmasked than when the East German workers
attacked and shook the puppet Stallnist government to its foundation.

These outstanding examples of Stalinlist counter-revolutionary
policy in Turope areAmatched by similar examples in the colonial areas,

In Korea, for example, the Kremlin followed a treacherous policy.:
Help was doled out to the North Koreans in driblets. The main burden
of the war was left to China. This policy resulted in a truce that
left Korea bisected, with American imperialism holding half the coun~
try as a beachhead for further counter-revolutionary operations.

In Iran, Stalinism permitted an exceptionally favorable revolu=-
tlonary situation to pass by while maneuvers with Mossadegh --
slavish supvort of the class enemy covered up with the pretentious
label of a "Peoples Front" -- opened the door to a counter-revolution-
ary royalist coup. The Iranian working class and peasantry paid for
this Stalinist treachery with the lives of their best fighters, And
American imperialism consolidated another counter-revolutionary strong’
point on the very borders of the Soviet Union,

In Guatemala, the Stalinist leaders of the workers and peasants
mass movement led the revolution into the same kind of trap under the
influence of the Kremlin, They followed a "Peoples Front" vnolicy
with the national bourgeoisie at the expense of the independence of
the workers movement. They depehded on the Arbenz regime and its
army to defend the revolution, As was inevitable, at the critical
moment the army joined in the couv plotted by the U.3.State Department,
smashed the Arbenz government and installed a puppet of the United
Frult Company in power,

Then at the Geneva Conference the Kremlin delivered the Indo-
chinese colonial revolution arainst French imperialism as down pay-
ment on a "coexistence" deal with 7ashington, The Stalinist betrayers
robbed the Indochinese workers and peasants of a conclusive military
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victory that was in their hands after eight years of herole fighting,
and forced them to concede to the imperialist scheme of chopping up
Indochina and leaving a major beachhead for the troops of imperialist
France.

This counter-revolutionary foreign policy of the Kremlin is a
reflex of the reactionary role of the bureaucracy inside the Soviet
Union. The bureaucracy looks gut for its own narrow interests, 1its
privileged position in the Soviet economy, and wnile this depends on
the existence of state planning, it also depends on keeping the massges
atomized politically. Hence the police rule. :

Some concessions have been granted to the masses by the Malenkov
regime, but they are of limited character, aimed at buying more time
and staving off a political revolution that would restore workers demo-
cracy to the Soviet Union. The concessions are balanced by repressions
in the tradition of Stalin.

Revolutionary socialists defend the Soviet Union from impérialist ‘
attack, but their defense has as its symmetrical complement organiza-
tion of political revolution against the Stalinist bureaugracy.

Wall Street follows a dual pollcy toward Stalinism, It takes
full advantage of the crimes and blunders of Stalinism, squeezing
every possible advantage from the concessions proferred by the Kremlin
in accordance with its policy of betrayal and "peaceful coexistence,"
At the same time Wall Street methodically prepares for World War III,
a full-scale military assault on the Soviet bloc.

The Kremlin too tries to follow a dual policy of threats and
cajolement, but in practice the stress is on concessions at the ex~
pense of the working class and the colonial peoples and even at the
expense of the,defense of the Soviet .Union itself., 1In reality, the
Stalinist policy of "peaceful coexistenee," a direct continuation of
the utopian and reactionary theory of "socialism in one country,"
serves only to give world capitalism time and space to recuperate
from revolutionary shocks and to prepare for war,

The baneful effects of the Kremlin's policy of "peaceful coexls~
tence"™ with capitalism are clearly apparent in the United States.
Here, in abject subordination to the Soviet ruling caste, the Stalin-
i1sts have followed a "Peoples Front" line since 1935, with the excep~
tion of the brief period of the Stalin-Hitler pact, During World
War II they carried it to such extremes as to engage repeatadly in
open strikebreaking, They even hailed the first vietimizations under
the Smith Act in 1941 when the leadcrs of the Socialist Workers Party
were put on trial and railroaded to prison for opposing imperialist
war and advocating socialism,

This record gained for the Stalinists the odlous reputation in
the labor movement they have to this day. This would be enough to
sink them were it not for the persecution inflicted on them by the :
government which tends to attract sympathy for them as victims of the -
witch hunt, Oppressed workers can't help but imagine that where such
ferocious sentences are inflicted on grounds the Stalinists are revo-
lutionists, there must be at least a little flame of rebellion. This
is an additional reason for defending the Stalinists in their right
to think as they please; that is, to speak, to meet in public, to
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organize and engage in political activities., ‘The defense of democra-
tic rights permits no exceptions.

Despite the persecution, however, the Stalinists are not revo-
lutionary socialists, Their program in the struggle against McCarthy-
ism 1s an exact replica of the program of all wings of the labor
bureaucracy =~ have faith 1n the Démocratic Party. There is this dif-
ference. The Stalinists alone have systematized and persistently
advocated this suicidal course among radical workers., The labor
bureaucrats as a matter of course have adopted the nolicy of support-
ing the Democratic Party and the "pro-labor" Republicans. Many of
them acknowledge the parallol between McCarthy and Hitler and then
blithely proceed to parallel the policy of the labor fakers in Furope
who .allowed Hitler to march to power without 1lifting a finger until
they found themselves in exlle or in the concentration camps. But the
Stalinists have carried this perfidious policy into the ranks of the
radical workers and fought to substitute it for the instinctive ten~
dency to seek independence- from the capitalist parties.

The Stalinists have designated McCarthyism as the American form
of fascism., However, their designation, whlle correct as a label, 1is
robbed of all Marxist content because of two factors:

1. The Stalinists tend to regard all extreme manifestations of
bourgeois reaction as "fascism." In addition they use the term fas-
cism to smear their revolutionary opponents.

2. The Stalinists fall to make a class analysis of McCarthyism.
In place of the Marxist criteria they substitute democratie shibbo-
leths =- "forces of democracy" and "forces of reactione" They make
the designation of fascism a meaningless epithet, Instead of seeing
the struggle against fascism as the task of the worklng class, a task
that can be carried out only through:.workers power, they assign the
liquidation of the fascist menace to bourgeois liberalism and call
upon the workers to act as the loyal supporters of the liberal wing of
the Democratic Party. Thus they pave the way for d=feat, just as
their European counterparts paved the way for defeat in the struggle
against Hitler and France.

In the Progressive Party the Stalinist machine 1s beating down
opposition to all-out support of the Democratic Party. In the unions
wherever they can, the Stalinists are courting right-wing officilals
for a coalition in fighting for support of the Democratic Party. Such
a coalition when achieved turns out always to be a reactionary bloc
against the genuine left wing. There 1s nothing the Stalinist
traitors will stop at to create a modus vivendl with the labor bureau-
cracy.

The Stalinist 1line must be exposed and fought with the utmost
vigor. It would be criminal to underestimate the canacity of the
Stalinists to disorganize and derail the great radical awakening of
the. American workers that 1s sure to come. Thelr corrupting influence
among the radical workers 1s already a major obstacle to the organiza-
- tion and development of the left wing in the unions that must be built
to stop McCarthyism. By their support of the Democratic Party, the
Stalinists, desplite the best intentinns of sincere workers in their
ranks, objectively serve the cause of American fascism,
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The Soclalist Workers Party

The revolutionary vanguard does not merely observe the histori-
cal process as if it were a clock set to go off at a predetermined
time. Soclalism must be won through the intervention of the human
#1ll, In politics this 1s reorssented by the conscious, self-
sacrificing, tireless work of those who have galned a Marxist under-
standing and who are organized in a disciplined party. Fnormous his-
toric responsibility rasts on those who hawve achieved this level,

The burning task of our generation is to create ravolutionary
parties capable of leading the new upsurges throughout the world and
guaranteeing their wvictory. Failurs to accomplish thils means the
triumph of the most bhastial fasecist roaction and the ruin of world
civilization in atomic war.

The American sector of the revolutionary vanguard has an esveci-
ally important job. This follows from the preponderance of the United
States in the world system of capitalism. As the Thsses on the Ameri-
can Revolution adopted by the Twelfth National Convention of the
Socialist Workers Party in 1946 stated:

"The role of America in the world is decisive. Should the
Eurcpean and colonlal revolutlons, now on the order of the day, nre-
cede in point of time the culmination of the struggle in the U,S.,
they would immediately be confronted with the necessity of defending
their conquests apainst the economic and military assaults of the
American imperialist monster. The ability of the victorious insurgent
peoples everywhere to.-maintain themselves would devend to a high degrae
nn the strength and fighting canacity of the revolutlonary labor move~
ment in Amnerica. . . The revolutionary victory of the workers in the
U.S. will seal the doom of the senile bourgeois regimes in every part
of our planet, and the Stalinist bureaucracy if it still exists at
the time.

This thought has already recaived verification. The intervention
of American imperialism on the side of Chiang Kail-shek in the civil
war in China and on the side of Syngman Rhee in the civil war in
Korea and on the side of imperialist France in the Indochinsse colon-
ial war are vivid illustrations of the inter-relatlion of thz world
revolution and the American revolution. -

Life has yet to disclose in action the decisive revolutionary
role of the American working class, but it is nonetheless true that
the fate of the world revolution will be determined finally in the
United States. .

American capitalism can continue to play its counter-revolution-
ary role only if it can prevent the American workers from entering the
struggle. It will not hesitate to utilize McCarthy's services in try-
Ing to assure this, but willingness to bring fascism to power 1s not
exactly the same as success in the enterprise,

The fact is that the world crisis of cavnitalism is catching up
with America. As the American Theses daclared: "U,S. capitalisa czan
no more escape from. tha revolutionary consaquences of world capltglist
d=cay than the'older Faropean capitalist powers,"
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This objective process, visible in one form or another in all
fields, finds its reflection in countless ways in the minds and atti-
tudes of millions of people, Its appearance on the political level
is already apparent in the development of :cCartnyism. A counter-
reflection in the proletariat will surely not be long delayed! Vhat
is required of the revolutionary vanguard as the process develops 1s
patience above all, firmness of purpose, tengcity in sticking to
principles, refusal to be stampeded, and clear realization of what
historic 1lmportance the bullding of a combat party today has for the
future of America and mankind. X

In its response to the great 1ssue that now dominates the poli~ -
tics of America, the issue of McCarthylsm, the SWP once again demon-
strated its claim to leadership in the struggle against the fascist
danger. Our campaign, which has constituted the main axis of our
propaganda in the past year, has had repercussions far beyond the
immediate periphery of the S¥P, Fven the most cursory survey of the-
labor and liberal press demonstrates this fact., This is due to the
impact of our analysis in a milieu frightened at the growth of
McCarthyism but lacking the theorstical basis with which to approach
it. They suspected it was fascism but needed the confirmation of the
orthodox iMarxists to be caompletely sure even though they ara far from
prepared to accept the Marxist conclusion as to what should be done
about it. The acceptance of the conclusion will come as the SWP
acquires a mass base.

No other party measured up to this challenge. Confronted with
the decislve test of appralsing the develovment of fascism in its
native American form and of working out a program to meet 1t, all of
them proved bankrupt. This 1s confirmation enough that the SWP 1s
measuring up to its main responsibility.

We were capable of dolng this, not because it was written in the
stars, as certain wiseacre critics would have us say, but because we
took Marxist method seriously, studied it, learn=d to apply it, and
did not forget the lessons our Marxist tsachers, primarily Trotsky,
taught us, We approached MeCarthyism not as something new under the
sun but something understandable in the light of the great accumula-
tion of experience of the revolutionary vanguard in dealing with
gimlilar phanomena in Rurope and in America in the late thirties. By
- that we demonstrated ths value of a revolutionary heritage and the
value of continuity in leadership.

But the analysis of McCarthyism and the blocking out of a correct
program to combat 1t constitute only a beginning, important as it is
from the qualitative side. What comes next?

Our maln problem is recruitment in thse face of a witch hunt, The
obstacles are familiar enough ~- fear, anxiety about becoming an out-
cast, reluctance to buck what appears to be common public opinion,
However, a rovolutionary party is capable of making tactical adjust-
ments, The main one i1s to seek in the witech hunt itself avenues of
-Tecruitment, The witch hunt 1s by no means generally accepted, iost
people simply endure it. Among a significant minority the witch hunt
arouses indignation and protest. It acts as a spur and goad, arousirg
them to concern about larger problems than those immedlately facing
thems After all, why should an American take it lying down? Why
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shouldn't he find freedom worth fighting for? What right has anybody
- got to dictate what he should read? Rebels, looking for a satisfying
solution to social and economic evils that hit them, are not inclined
to meekly accept the witch hunt, They want to enjoy with comnplets
freadom their democratic right to find out what mankind's great
thinkers have to say about those evils., And if thdy find a cause
worth devoting their lives to, they will not give that up because an
American imitator of Hitler thinks they should. Such natural fighters
against thought coritrol belong in our ranks, even though they dontt
know 1t yete Our task is to seek them out,

This combines naturally with the struggle against all the repres-
sive legislation passed by federal and local bodies intended to pro-
scribe radical political parties in America. The same fight that the
"party puts up to maintain its position on the ballot also attracts
rebel thinkers to the party. And the very process of an election
campaign brings the party to the attention of tens and even hundreds
of thousands of people who would otherwise not hear of us., As a re-
sult many are attracted toward us and the best ones become contacts
and recruits. Flectlion campalgns are thus a most Important supplement
to the daily personal work done by party militants. In the struggle
agalnst McCarthylsm, the seeds an SWP candlidate sows at large can have
results of enormous significance. The fact is that the SWP 1s emerging
on the electoral arena as the only consistent fighter for socialism.,
This algne is worth all the effort and sacrifices required to take
advantage of the opportunities in this field.

The main plank in our election platform is the fight to stop
McCarthyism, and the main proposal we advance is formation of an inde-
pendent Iabor Party, The time to start fighting for an indenendent
labor tickat in the 1956 presidential elections is right nowe. The
arena for the fight is every union local in the country.

In the winter and spring of 1954-55, following the national elec-
tions, hundreds of city elections will take place in every part of the’
country. #e must start right now to become fully acquainted with the
1ssues, the political forces and bgllot technicalities involved in
these aelections., ¥e must watch with closest attention the reactions
and attitude of the Negro communities and other minorities toward
these elections, Often the city level becomes the main arena in which
these minorities try to advance their independent vnolitical interests.
Wherever possible we must boldly propose the entrance of labor on an
independent slate 1n cooperation with -the minorities.

The struggle for independent political action by labor and the
minoritles on the local level can have enormous -progressive content --
but only if the party itself is absolutely clear about its attitude
of principled opposition to the capitalist political machines. It is
not a question of finding candidates whom it 1s permissible to support
critically, it is a question of particivating in and encouraging every
movement that makes a break from capitalist politics, It is this
trend that we want to help, for it means tearing the working class
free from the fatal policy of the labor bureaucracy. Our aim is to
link all these local manifestations of independent political action
into a broader movement capable ol launching a Labor Party in time to
challenge capitalism in the 1956 elections. ,



. To work effectively in this arena we must bscome an integral
part of the currents breaking from capitalist politles. An example
of this was given by th~ Newark branch last summer. Its effective
participation on a principled and active basis in the campaign for
independent Negro and labor candidates deserves close study by the
whole party.

Another field that offers big possibilities for the growth of

'party influence 1s in the struggle against racist terror. The Social-

ist Workers Party has always been in the forefront of struggles
against Jim Crow and terrorism., 1In its campaign against the Trumbull
Park outrages, the Chicago Local of the SWP is following our great
tradition on this crucial front.

~ The central slogan of our fight against terrorism remains as be-
fore the welding of an alllance between the Negro people and the labor
movement to defend the victims of the hoodlums, #‘henever a struggle
develops such as the one at Trumbull Park, we must do everything pos~
sible to get union backing and union defense squads for the Negro

"families under attacke.

As McCarthyism develops and reveals more and more 1lts racist
attitudes, it will be'seen that the mobilization of hoodlums at hous-
ing projects or in terror raids and bombings constituted the initial -
trial runs for fascist violence at a later stage in the Mussolini and.
Hitler style against the unions themselves. This underscores the
importance of getting the unions to mobillze against the race terror-
ists., It is really a question of preparing union self-defense today
agalnst the fascist strong-arm squads of tomorrow. The field of .
action is the Trumbull Parks all over America. :

From the women in the .unions and in industry, from the working-
class housewives, some of the best recruits to the party can be gained
The SWP already has the most devoted and experienced cadre of women
revolutionists in the history of the American radical movement, :
Their political calibre has bzen demonstrated repeatedly, outstanding
instances being their role during the imprisonment of the party '
leadership during the war and in the difficult faction struggle to
defend Trotskyism from the revisionist concepts of Pablo and Cochran.
As an expression of the revolutionary fibre of the SWP, we may note
the high number of women who are in the forefront of party activity
as candidates,; speakers, organizers, administrators and writers.

In every sector of the party and at every level of party work
the women participate side by side with the men in full solidarity
and equality as soldiers in the fight for socialism. This example of
what life in the party is 1like is bound to attract many new women
recrults who will train themselves for leadership in the fight to
smash McCarthyism and win sociallism for America.

The fight for the youth against the McCarthyite menace is of top-
rate concern to the SWP. The task of building and renewing the youth-
ful cadre of the revolutionary socialist party 1s the first condition
for success in overcoming the inertia and passivity of the labor
bureaucracy and the conservative strata of privileged workers.

We must go to the Negro youth, the youth in the assembly plants,
in“the colleges and in the high schools as well.
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" The objective difficulties that prevent large=-scale recruitment
of working-class and stud~nt youth must not become the excuse for
failure to work tirelessly on small-scale possibilities that can lead
later to wider prospects., Let the recrultment of one young worker,
of one teen-age youth, of one young Negro be considered by each branch
as a major achlevement deserving the closest attention of the party
leadership.

The factories are swarming with young workers gaining their first
experiences on the job. !Many of them are in unorganized sweat shops.
Others are at the bottom of the seniority lists. The party must find
its way to these young workers., Taking them as they are, with all
thelr inexperience, backwardness, 1llusions about other ways out than
the class struggle, we must shape them into revolutionists.

The fact that the youth already in the varty were in the fore-
front of the strugrle against Cochranism is a favorable augury for
the futurs, dut the fact remains that the age-level of the party is
too high. We must turn more consciously to the task of recruiting
young workers, In many caSes this requires reorientation in habits
and thinking -- but it must be done. 7We must come closer to the under-
privileged youth, potentially the most revolutionary level of the
working class, : _ :

The party continues to orient toward the trade unions as the maln
arena for its activity and for recruiting. The trade unions, particu-

" larly the mass-production CIO unions, represent the organized power of

the American working class at the present stage of its consciousness.
Our struggle within the unions 1s to raise this consciousness to the
revolutionary level demanded by the objective situation. Within the
unions we base our activity on the nolicy and perspective set forth
in the resolution on Class Struggle Policy in the Unions.

The SWP fights for the allegiance of every radical worker in the
United States. We do everything in our power to win them to our ban-
ner. This especially includes those who have heen misled by the
Stalinist traitors. Every opportunity to break the radical workers

away from Stalinism and to inoculate them against it must be exploited

to the full. i .

New opportunities for gains from the Stalinist ranks are eing
laid by the right turn of American Stalinism., This turn, with its
crude betrayal of the independent class interests of the workers, lays
the basis for a new and deeper crisis in the Communist Party and also
the Progressive Party which has become nothing but a front organizatior
for American Stalinism, . '

#e seek to win workers of other political persuasion to our han~
ners because we are convirced that the SWP 1s the only genuinely revo-
lutionary partv of the American working class. The struggle of the
SWP to become the leadership of the American workers carries with it
the hope of humanity for socialism.

On the basis of a clear understanding of this principle of the
independence of the revolutionary party, the SWP seeks common action
with other working-class partles in defense of democratic rights and
civil liberties. Stalinism has so poisoned the political atmosvhere
in the labor movement that readiness to join in co=wmon defense of
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victims of repression and the class struggle, once one of the finest
traditions of the radical movement in America, has become a rarity,

The danger of fascism now makes it imperative for every current
in the radical movement to unite in common defense measures. The acid
test is willingness to overcome revulsion at the “talinist record in
this resvect in order to defend the principle of democratic rights as
infringed in their case. On this issue, the SWP has already set an
example. Although we were the first to voint out the danger of
Stalinism and were for many years alone in combatting its pernicious
influence, we never conceded this task to the class enemy who would
utilize it for his own reactionary purvoses., 'Yhen the Stalinists
were singled out as vietims of the witch hunt, we were the first to
rally to their defense even though they had joined the witeh hunters
when we were the victims,

In combatting the witch hunt, it 1s necessary to inspire the
widest possible defense movement., Thils cannot be done if "exceptions"
are made about the victims. ihat can be done 1s indicated by the
Kutcher case which succeeded in arousing support from labor organiza-
tions throughout the country. This particular case is still active
and much can e done to keep it active by continued publicity and sales
of Kutcher's autoblography. Simllar cases involving other political
tendencies should be pressed along the same general lines.

* %k %

For 26 years American Trotskyism has kept Marxism alive in this
country and arduously constructed a combat party. The pressures in
this period were immense. Such sustained effort against such adverse
circumstances has few 1f any parallels in the ‘farxist movement., Now
the greatest test of all faces the party -~- th2 test of a rising
native fascist movement. Will we succeed in meeting it?

The quality of the cadre that has already been assembled is
assurance that we will., This cadre hasg heen tested in fire and
shaped under blows that would have smashed anything less firm. It
will hold up in the new great struggles that lie ghead.

As in Wurope, fascism begins with the initial advantage. 35ut
unlike Furope it faces a seasoned varty that has been in training for
decades for preclsely this strugele. e have seen the enemy; we nzve
recognized him; we will defeat him,. .
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