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;NTRODUCT;Q‘ ‘

I have been invited by the PC to present the first discussion
items on the Negro question. They consist of two lectures given in
the Los Angeles Friday Night forum in the fall of 1953, plus this
introduction in which I will attempt to outline what in my opinion
are the critical aspccts of the Negro question which must be clari-
fied, the form this clarification should take, and a few other-
aspects of the discussion. _

It is my opinion that the party has been operating upon the
basis of ambiguous and even incorrect theoretical formulations re-
garding the nature and direction of the Negro struggle, Further,
that these errors find expression in the 1948 Resolution adopted by
" a plenum of the National Committee in 1950 which is the only official
theoretical and programmatic document we possess that 1s devoted to
the Negro question, It is the primary task of this discussion to
clear1u>these specific questions.

One of the most striking features of the resolution 1s the fact
that it makes no mention of the Stalinists., I don't know of any
other document in the history of our movement which resolves the
political line of the party without even implied reference to one of
our most important opponents in the labor movement, In the field of
the Negro struggle in particular the Communist Party 1s our most
direct competitor, :

The failure to mention the Stalinist theory and program of Negro
nationalism and for self-determination indicates a more important
shortcoming of the resolution. This is the failure to deal directly
with any of the questions which have been most controversial in the
radical movement for several decades: the questions of self-deter-
mination, nationalism, the relation of the Negro struggle in the
u. S.lto the colonial struggle, the fundamental nature of the Negro
problem, .

Such errors of omission would, in themselves, be sufficient
justification for a clarifying discussion., However, the resolution,
while it does not touch on these questions in a straightforward
manner, does imply a definite attitude toward Negro nationalism and
the question of self-determination, and what it implies 1s theoreti-
cally and politically false,

There are two episodes of prior discussion of the Negro question
which shed some light on the 1950 resolution and show the only valid
interpretations of its arbiguities., These are the discussions between
Trotsky and Swabeck in 1933 and with George in 1938, In the earlier
discussion, Swabeck expresses, in behalf of the leadership of the
Communist lLeague of America, a healthy distrust of the Stalinist
evaluation of the Negro question as a national one and of the slogan
of self-determination which flows frem this evaluation,

But Swabeck admittedly doesn't have a counter-position clearly
elaborated and complete, Trotsky is suspicious of Swabeck's point cf
view on the general ground that it sounds too rmuch like the socilal-
democratic argument against self-determination for the European
national minoritiess He inclines to defend the Stalinist view on
the historical basis that the Russian revolution showed the revolu-
tionary content of the demand of the European minorites for self-
determination and the reformist character of the demand for their
assimilation into the dominant nations.
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Trotsky takes this attitude admittedly without any knowledge of
the Negro question in the U.S. proper, but from general theoretical
considerations. He favored the admittance of %eisberd into the CLA
precisely because he held views similar to the Stalinists on the
advocacy of self-determination for the Negroes,

He proposed a thorough discussion of the Negro question in the
League, This discussion never took place due to the great historical
turn which the Trotskyist movement began about that time to build a
new International and new revolutionary parties in all countries.

But without a discussion, the question appears to have been left
pretty much in the air and Trotsky's opinions gained many adherents,

The discussion of 1938 reveals Trotsky with the same general
persuasion, though a little modified by the obvious crystallization
of the real Negro moverment around the demand for equality.

I shall not attempt to argue the question here, The material
which follows is basically devoted to 1t in its entirety, It is suf-
ficient here to state my belief that in this historical epoch it is
the demand for direct assimilation around which the Negro movement
will continue to mov that thi s its T amental historical direc-

tion, that it is precisely this demand which has great revolutionary
significance, and that the propagation of the jdea of self-determina-

tion and Negro nationalism is a concession to the capitalist practic
of Negro segregation.

Consequently I regard the following passage of the resolution
dealing with "Fighting Capitalist Pressure" not only as politically
and theoretically wrong, but also as racially obnoxious: "On the
other hand, Negro workers...observing the practices of equality in
the revolutionary party and in certain of the industrial unions,
sometimes react with hostility to the:.lLeninist analysis of the racial
and national aspects of the Negro movement...Petty-bourgeois Negroes
who find in the party not only a means of revolutionary struggle but
a relief from the strains and humiliations of Negro life will some-
times oppose bringing forward Negro work to its rightful place in
party life. These are not individual arerrations, but reflect, each
in its own way, political weakness before the bourgeois pressure..."

There is in my opinion only one series of 1legitimate intrepre-
tations of thls passage, and only one way that it has been interpreted
by the party.

First, what is "the Leninist analysis of the racial and national
aspects of the Negro movement!" to which "Negro workers.,..observing
the practices of equality...sometimes react with hostility"? Neither
Lenin nor Trotsky ever made an analysis of the Negro question.

However, there was a long discussion with Trotsky in which he
stated clearly what, in his opinion, a Leninist analysis would
probably reveal: that the Negroes were an oppressed race evolving
toward national consciousness,y, ané that therefore the slogan of self-
determination as opposed to the slogan of immedjate equality would
prove to hold revolutionary content, It is true that toward the end
of this discussion he modified his conviction somewhat. Rut still
the overall effect of his contribution was undeniably to create an
extreme inclination in favor of the ifea that the revolutionary road
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of the Negro struggle was toward nationalism and the creation of a
separate State as a necessary pre-condition of any assimilation.

Taken in the context of the historical discussion this section
of the resolution is a declaration by implication that we look
forward to the revolutionary aspect of the Negro movement to take on
a nationalist character, Furthermore, that Negro workers who react
~with hostility to this conceﬁt are to be regarded as expre'ssing
"political weakness before the bourgeols pressure,"

It has been my experience that about 99 and 44/100% of all Negro
workers react with hostility to this idea because they regard it as
a theoretical justification for the idea of gegregation, separate but
equal, and the whole rationalization of the raclal system,of social
organization in the U.S5., It is not very surprising, ther{ that we
never have recruited or integrated a Negro worker into the party on
the basls of this resolution or on the vasis of its line on this
fundamental question,

On the contrary, the party cannot hope to integrate Negro
workers if it views their most progressive instincts -- in this case
the desire to concentrate upon the struggle against segregation --
with mistrust and regards their manifestations of a desire to strug-
gle along that line as signs of weakness. Yet this has been the
case insofar as the party resolution has been a gulide to organiza-
tional conclusions,

It may be, arid in fact has' been argued, that this passage of the
resolution refers to a Leninist analysis contained in earlier sections
of the resolution itself, and furthermore that this analysis indi-
cated that the direction of motion of the Negro struggle is toward
integration and not toward separation.

. The previous section of the resolution which is supposed to
contain this analysis is entitled "Negro National Consciousness."
In it there are the following pertinent passages. Meeothere is
growing up an embryo 'Nation within a Nation'...But contrary to simi-
lar manifestations in Europe and Asia the feeling of racial and
national solidarity among Negro people thug far aims solely at ac-
quiring enough force and momentum to break down the barriers which
exclude Negroes from American society showing few signs of aiming at
Natlonal separatism...lt would be a grave error to underestimate the
soclal and political significance of this maturing Negro racial and
National consciousness," (iy emphasis.)

It would indeed be a grave error to think that a more confusing
analysis could be concocted of the problem of race consgciouspegg which
is in the first place wrongly equated with "National Consciousness."

But, 1s it true that this is a vindication of the historical
struggle of the Negroes for the right to assimilation? Actually, the
passage cuite obviously attempts to straddle this vital and fundamen-
tal questiony giving a little here and a little there, But it does
not quite succeed in maintaining neutrality,

First because 1t subordinates the Negro question to the National *
question in general with its "embryo nation within a nation...maturing
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Negro national consciousness." Thils is the foundation of the Staline
ist conception of the Negro question and upon which its whole struce
ture restse,

Second, it recognizes that the present mood and consciousness of
the Negroes shows "few signs" of aiming at separatism, But this is
no concession at all., What is required is not a statement of present
and conjunctural trends but of the historical direction, "hat is
clearly implied here, however, 1s that the pregent mood may be in
contradiction to the fundamental historical trend which is probably
toward separatism,

If this were not the case, what conceivable meaning could be-
attached to the later passage of the resolution? What 1is it about
the "Leninist" analysis of the "national and racial" aspects of the
Negro question that would cause a Negro worker who has observed
"practices of equality" to react with hostility? It 1s quite clear
to me that the resolution as a whole and in its partsy while attempt-
ing to compromise the fundamental questions, actually defends the
prognosis of Negro separatism, and thig is what Negro workers react
to with hostility.

The second ma jor objectionable feature of the section "Fighting -
Capitalist Pressure" is that it puts a spot-light on certain "petty-
bourgeoils N=groes" who find in the party a relief from the '"strains
and humiliations of Negro 1life,"

We have had considerable experience with petty-bourgeois ten-
dencies. Most important of all, our own petty-bourgeois opposition
of 1940, An imposing segment of the fundamental Trotskyist cadre
was accumulated from the {(white) petty-bourgeois intellectuals., But
it was only during the later stages of long and bitter faction fight,
and after the crystallization of a political faction with a definite
class base that Trotsky made his reluctant characterization of the
Burnham-Shachtman faction as a petty~bourgeols opposition and defined
the problems of the party in terms of the pressure exerted upon it
through the agency of 1ts non-proletarian segments.

However, we never had any exhaustive experience with the Negro
petty-bourgeoisie. Certainly nothing to justify this kind of treat-
ment in a resolution. Our most important experience in this field
" was with Jackson in Petroit., But whatever we might have learned from
thls experience is certainly not remotely connected with this passage
in the resolution,’

I do not know what purpose was intended by including this refer-
ence in the resolution., Without a specific history in which political
lessons are learned, this kind of treatment tends to degrade theory
of Negro struggle and the organizational conclusions which flow from
it to a mere matter of class-race instincts, The objective effect
of this particular passage is to justify many very backward notions
about race relations,

It is fortunately true that whatever the resolution says or
implies, the paper does not follow a policy even vaguely intimating
support of the idea of self-determination. KNor do our party spokes-
men express ildeas contradictory to the demand for assimilation. And
furthermore the party has an unblemished record in its championing
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of the Negro struggle for equality. Practical necessity forces us to
ignore the resolution in this aspect of the question, as 1is also the
case with the Stalinists,

But the fact remains that a political resolution in our party
has a fundamental effect on the 1life of the party, and the Resolution
on the Négro question is no exception, There never was a political
party which held to a closer relation between theory and practice
than ours. 'And although it is possible for practical wisdom and
political sensitivity in the central leadership to counteract an
incorrect theoretical formulation to the extent that we commit no
important public errors, it 1is quite wrong to assume that the reso-
lution has exerted no important effect on the party,

Most of us go to the resolution for guidance when we encounter
problems in relation to the work of the party among Negroes, recruit-
ment, integration into the party, etc., And in this way the incorrect
ideas of the resolution exert a constant pressure on the party until
they are definitely rejected,

How should we overcome this defect? I think that the broad
responsibility of the party was posed by Trotsky .in 1933, He sald
in effect that if we deny the basically nationalist character of the
Negro struggle we must make a fundamental analysis of what its
character is, for the experience of the Russian revolution had estab-
1ished self-determination as the normal revolutionary slogan for
oppressed minorities,

The main lines of this analysis I have proposed in the material
which follows, pursues somewhat the following logic: If we claim that
racial discrimination is the axis of the Negro question, our first
duty is an analysis of the nature of race and of race relationgse. 1
know of no Marxist authority for this¢ The race question as referred -
to by the early Comintern was completely subordinated to the colonial

- question. To be sure, race relations play a role in colonial exploi-

tation but their independent character 1s revealed only in the United
States, _ : ' : '

In the examination of race relations as a social problem we
inevitably encounter the question of race as a supposedly scientific
biological category in which physical differences between people
are defined. I have been forced to the conclusion that the connection
between the spurious claims of physical anthropology and the question
of racial discrimination is intimate enough and important enough to
require exposure. So I have indicated what I think we should have to
say on the subject of the race concept in general.

The lectured are obviously without the intention of exhausting
any of the questions raised., Iy object has heen to provide a basis
for discussion within the framework of a unified conception,

Although I have rejected the '"nationalist" interpretation of the
nature of the Negro question I have not thereby come to regard the
Negro struggle as having no legitimate independent existence., But it
is my contention that the Negro movement as such derives 1its motive
force and receives its validity as an independent struggle from its
character as a racial question rather than from its natioralistic con-
"tent, Furthermore, that its direction of motion is determined by
this unique character,
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I believe that what the party requires as the focal point of
discussion on this question is a Thesis in which all the main con-
clusions are drawn., But for purposes of opening the discussion, the
present material should be adequate, .

There are some unavoidable omissions in my treatment of the
question of race relations as a whole: such as the question of the
racial aspect of the persecution of Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos,
etc., in the U.,S. Also, the relation between the Negro question and
the question of Mexicans in the U.S. There will be adequate oppor-
tunity for elaborating these as the discussion proceeds., The Jewish
question, so many times referred to in connection with the Negro
question, will undoubtedly require attention as well,

* * *

It was unfortunate that we could not have had this discussion
- while the Cochranites were still in the party, for among their leaders
were some who had a most hide~bound and uncompromising attitude in
favor of Negro Nationalism, Particularly Adler and Kennedy. It
would have been interesting to find out what an open discussion of
the Negro question would have done to their faction organization in
Michigan., But they left too hurriedly.

It would also have been satisfying to have discussed certain
aspects of Negro history with Clarke, whose ignorance of the subject
was exceeded only by the audacity with which he proclaimed his views,
He undertook a campaign.during his 1952 tour to expound a convice
tion that the Negroe$§ played only a passive role in their own emanci-
pation, before, during and after the Civil War,

I believe that his aim was to show that revolution does not
require the intervention of the masses of people, nor specifically of
those whose emancipation is at stake, In this way Stalinism and the
Buffer %one question intruded themselves into his ideology. He strove
to compare the Soviet bureaucracy with the American capitalist class
of the 1860's and thereby, by analogy, to give Stalinism considerable
historical justification.

Whatever was in the back of his mind, he never put anything on
paper and the opportunity never presented itself to confront him with
the matter in open disgussion, and he didn't stick around long enough
to be plagued with it, But questions of this kind will find their
place in the discussion.

Before leaving the subject of the Cochranites there is one more
thing which should be said, That is about the misconceptions ex-
pressed in their document "The Roots of the Party Crisis." They
claimed there that our task in relation to the Negro struggle was to
intervene in the ideological life of the Negro community, They even
z;nted to have something to say about the question of self-determina-

on.

I favor intervention into the ideological 1life of the Negro
community, But I want to know first what line we are going to inter-
vene with, I am quite sure that if we would have intervened with
the line held by Clarke, fdler and Kennedy, i t would have been
-disastrous, -
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They further stated that there is no room for us to contend for
leadership in the Negro community as it has leaders who adequately
express the requirements of the Negro struggle., '

This is not true, As a matter of fact just about the opposite
is the case. The Negroes are the only important section of the popu-
lation in the U.S. who really want a fundamental social change at
the present time, However, thelr leadership expresses this only in
the very elementary form of complaining. These leaders don't do Very
much about it except to protest acts of injustice against individuals
and to engage in legal battles, ' In the South they have led a move=
ment for the right to vote, ' .

But politically they are tied to the parties of the master class
and are at the same time prisoners of the labor bureaucracy. And for
the Negroes, co-existence in the Democratic Party with both the
bosses and the Southern Bourbons 1s more obnoxious and contradictory
" by far than for the general working class,

For these reasons our party has been able to achieve a consid-
erable influence in the Negro community, As a matter of fact, it is
precisely here that we most closely approach the reality of being .

a genuine party in the full sense. Here for example, we can initiate
mass actions, such as the protest against the murder of Harry T. Moore
initiated in Los Angeles, and a dozen more nationally of recent years.,

Another thing we encounter is a mass response to our propagandae.
That is, a mass kind of response. We achleve a qualitatively higher
and generally consistent electoral support in the Negro community
even with white candidates., In the sale of the paper and popular
pamphlets it 1s not necessary to seek out radical individuals and
personal contacts in order to get good sales. You ¢an always depend
upon support in any Negro community on a door-to-door basis. This
has been the backbone of the circulation of the paper for years.

When we will be able to create abridge hetween this mass base
and the party organization in the form of a strong Negro cadre, the
party will be an imposing power in the Negro community which will
give a realistic challenge to the petty-bourgeois leadership which
seems so firmly entrenched today,.

It is sometimes frustrating to comrades that this advanced char=-
acter of the Negro struggle does not find its expression in a large
and powerful Negro cadre in the party at the present time., And this
has been the subject of considerable discussion in the party. '

It 1s not my intention either to re-open the question or explain
why we haven't built such a cadre so far, There are a number of ob=-
Jective difficulties to recruiting and holding a large mass of
Negroes. These difficulties in the objective situation should be
given full consideration., But this doesn't answer the specific
problem of building the cadre. I do contend that a cadre can be
bullt under present day conditions if the problem is approached with
the proper theoretical and programmatic equipment.

First, the quegtion of theorv. Armed with a erystal clear
theory of the Negro struggle which distinguishes our party from all
others we will be able to open the door of larxism and Trotskyism to
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the advanced Negroes, whether among the workers or students. Fut we
must show with scientific precision the specific relation between the
r4ce question, capitalism, socialism and the party.

I disagree with the notion that we can't recruit and assimilate
Negroes because we can't solve their problems in an immediate and
. practical way and because we are an unpopular party which will only
add political persecution to the racial discrimination which they
already suffer in addition to the normal exploitation of all workers,

On the eontrary, I believe that it is precisely because there is
no solution to the Negro question under capitalism that thinking
Negroes should be attracted to our party which is the only party
dedicated to its abolition, Comrade Cannon answered the question
quite simply during the discussion which followed one of his lectures
on "America's Road to Socialism" when he sald that the double exploi-
tation of the Negroes was a double reason for them to join the SWP.

But in order for Negroes to embrace our party‘as their own they
have to be completely convinced that the only real solution to their
problems lies along the line of the proletarian revolution,

I do not believe that the mass of Negroes can be recruited and
assimilated into the party on this basis., But there 1s a tremendous
stratum of Negroes who think seriously about the future, possess . ,
great foresight and capacities for leadership, devotion and sacrifice.
For them it 1s not a practical or personal solution which is required
but a theoretical and political solution. This will open up the way
to their becoming the real leaders in the Negro community, the union
movement, and in the party itself, :

th tion of assimilat nto the rty. The first con-
dition that of theoretical clarity being met, the second will not .
prove too difficult, Of course during times like these it is some=
what difficult to assimilate anyone into the party and I don't think
that Negroes present a much different prohlem from others,

It is necessary, of course that they assimilate Marxism, But in
- order that this may be possible it 1s necessary to give a great deal
of close personal attention to the development of every individual,
This 1s a maxim of recruiting in general, of course, In the process
of learning and working together with the party members in the per=-
formance of party tasks a strong tie develops, which helps to
integrate new members, :

This i1s the narrower or more elementary form of integration,
But nevertheless the starting point, Naturally the integration of
any recruit comes generally when the program of the party finds ex-
pression in mass actions and a member participates in such actions
as a disciplined revolutionist,

However it is not necessary to make this the first step in inte-
gration into the party. In many other fields of recruiting we some=-
times consclously hold off the mass movement experience at least for
a time so that the new member may absorb our teachings and organiza=-
tional :raining as the foundation of his or her work in the mass
movement.,
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This may seem to be a trivial peoint, but I believe that mistakes
have been made in the past in demanding too soon that Negro recruits
dig into the community and produce something, before they have been
sufficiently bound to the party by Marxisms And I believe that both
the source and the justification for such mistakes is to be found in
the Resolutilon,

Next, the problem of the youth. I believe that we can expect
to make great gains among the Negro youth, We have never generally
been an attractive pole for this rebelllous stratum of society and
it is time that we made a conscious turn toward it, The clarifica=-
tion of our theory will be an important step toward creating an
attractive power for young Negroes., There 1ls frultful work to be
done on the campus which will be well rewarded,

When we recall how mueh of our present cadre was recrulted among
the youth we should not deny the Negro youth of today as important
a role in the party of the future,

In the following presentation of the essentials of the Negro -
question I have felt that it is the kind of appreach that the party
wants and needs., It seems to me, further, because of the historical
discussions with Trotsky and the controversy with the Stalinists on
this question, that we have an important international obligation
to clear up the question. Trotsky's implied injunction was this:
the Russian Revolution and the early Comintern established selfw
determination as the general formula for the unleashing of the reve=-
lutionary struggle of oppressed minorities, If you are going to
buck this theory in the fleld of the Negro struggle in the U.S, you
have got to present a full and complete analysisg in order to Jjustify
such a deviation, It has been my object to lay the basgis for such
an analysis. ' :

I have leaned heavily vpon Dr. Oliver Cromwell Cox, W.E.B, Du
Bois, Franklin Frazier and other scholars of the Negro question. I
have heard that Daniel Guerin, in his study of the United States
has some very interesting observations to make on the Negro ques%ion,
but I have been unable to take advantage of his work, On the race
question proper, the works of geneticists such as William C. Boyd,
and particuvlarly N.F. Ashley Montagu have bheen indispensable,
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CE AND ‘CAPITALISM

Not long ago a friend of mine with his family made an automobile
trip to his ancestral home in the South., In a discussion of his trip
I asked him how he got along on the road, He is a former official
of the NAACP, a militant fighter against segregation and discrimina-
tion and knows.the score just about any way he may be required to
add it up. I knew that any incident which the Southern Jim Crow
system insisted upon bothering him with would be amply repaid.

No, he hadn't any trouble to speak of. Only one small incident
occurred at a gas station in the beautiful state of Arkansas, They
drove into this gas station, asked the attendant to fill the tank and
prepared to go to the rest rooms. The attendant told them gently
but firmly that the colored rest rooms were around at the back. My
friend put on his best dead-pan expression and in his most casual
conveﬁsational tone replied° "That's interesting, What color are
they?

And while the attendant was gasping for breath and trying to
keep from fainting, the family made its unhurried way to the regular
rest rooms,

This episode, small and personal though it may be, reveals two
important truths which I will try to illustrate tonight and next
Friday when I complete this discussion of the race question, First,
it illustrates th: complete irrationality of the division of society
into groups according to skin color, What my friend was saying to
the gas statlon attendant was that to any rational human being there
should be no more significance to differences ir the color of people
than to differences in the color of rest rooms, and that the fact
that the attendant was the proprietor of rest rooms of different
color was mildly interesting, but no more, But that contrary to all
reason and logic,y 2all of American soclety 1is disfigured by this arti-
ficial ané fantastic division into races.

Secondly, the episode brings to mind what the reaction of an
ordinary European; unfamiliar with the American social structure,
might be to such a situation, A naive Englishman or Frenchman might
hones*tly reply to such a situation: "You have rest rooms of different
color? Very interesting, I am sure, What color are they?"

Vhen placed in this context, the racial division of society
shows up primarily as an American disease of the social structure,
For in the social structure of none of the advanced industrial
countries 1s it possible to find anything approaching the American
igstgm gf race relationsy with the single exception of Germany under

e Nazls,

. These are two important'themes in the analysls of the Negro
question and you will find them apparent in each of the following
subjects with which we shall deal tonight:

l., The Transformation of the Negro cuestion from the days of
Booker T, %ashington to the present cay,

2, The exploitation of skin color,
3 What is Race and what are Race Relations?
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4, The origin of the Race Concept.
5. The form of race relations.
6. International aspects of the race question.

7. The Negro question and the oppression of national minorities
in the U.S.

The Tr p > the Negro Question.

No inhabitant of our planet is permitted to ignore the power of
American capitalism today. Its military might, its financial ruler-
ship, its monopolistic national power and apparent political equilib-
rium are everyday facts of life for all the oppressed peoples of the
world, This strength of American capitalism was born in the Civil
War, the Reconstruction and the consolidation of power following it.

In 1860 the capitalist class had shared the power with the
dominant slaveowners for sixty years. Throughout this period the
capltalists were thwarted economically and humiliated politically.
Economically they were injured by the constant reduction of tariffs
which brought cheap British goods onto the domestic market, Their
need for westward expansion was thwarted because the slave owners
WO:ld permit westward development only on terms favorable to theilr
interests.

The capitalists were humiliated politically by a series of con=-
gressional compromises, In these compromises the slaveowners invari-
ably came off the victors, even when the Whig party of the capitalists
held congressional majorities and controlled the executive as well.

Through the Civil War the capitalist class overthrew the slave
owners and took the whole national power. for itself,

During the ensuing Reconstruction in the South, the capitalists
permitted a short and lnconclusive struggle of the Negroes for
equality, These were the glorious days when a white and black peas-
antry ruled the South., It was then that the Negroes achieved the
social, -political and economic destruction of the old enemy class,
But as soon as this destruction had been accomplished, the capital=-
ists turned against the Negroes, Together with a new capitalist
plantation aristocracy, the canitalists drove the Negro people back
into the social conditions that accompanied slavery.

This defeat of the Kegroes Yormed the basis for the modern '
political system in the United States, The stability of the so-called
two-party system, where the capitalists rule unquestioned through
either one of two similar political cliques, was based upon the
-disfranchisement of the southern workers,

This political system enabled the capitalist class to exploit
mercilessly the western farmers, amags tremendous aggregations of
capital through this exploitation and through the looting of the
public domain and the public treasury.

Capitalist economic dominance and political equilibrium made
it possible for United States to expand into the world market, to
engage in two world wars of imperialist expansion, and to rise from
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an insignificant power at the beginning of this century to its present
exalted position as leader of the entire capitalist world, All this
-was done without serious political interference by any other class

in American society.

In part, therefore, the economic well-being and the political
stability of the capitallist class rests upon the renewed degradation
of the Negro people after the Civil War, -

It was this degradation that brought forth Booker T, Washington,
He was the instrument by which the Negroes aceeded to the terms of
defeat., In his famous Atlanta speech in 1893, Wasﬁington formally
renocunced the struggle for equality.

" But since this defeat in the last quarter of the 19th century
there has been a fundamental change .in the material conditions
surrounding the Negro struggle. The defeat of the Negroes was the
defeat of an almost exclusively agrarian people in a backward agrarian
society. Today the Negroes are largely city dwellers, and even in
- the South, industrial capitalism has been forced to break up the
old agrarian pattern.

The victory of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1890's was made possible
becausé the Klan was able to 1solate the Negroes and to separate them
from all their allies among the other working masses of the country.
Today, the Negro movement emerges as a movement of national scope
with powerful contingents in every city in the country, The growth
of the CIO has reflected the reestablishment of the alliance of black -
and white in the 1lndustrial working classe. \

The program of Booker T. Washingebn was one of humility and -
acceptance of second-class citizenship. Today the Negro community
is alive with a great movement which has as its fundamental.aim the -
achievement of full economic, political and social equality., Sub-

. stantial gains have been made, There has been, in fact, a complete
transformation of ‘the movement of the Negro people during the past
twenty-five years,

This occurred at a time when the whole American working class
stood on the threshold of growth into political consciousness., In
the  great awakening struggles of the 1930's the working class gained
the eleunentary class solidarity of unionism, Today tne conditions
are maturing under which it will move forward towards full class
consciousness and a struggle for political power,

The rejection of race prejudice in favor of class solidarity
has becn a consistent phenomenon ever since the beginnings of the
CI0O, Its fulfillment will be the mark of the full maturity of the
American working class movement.A ‘

The struggle of the Negro oeople for equality is one of the _
great dynamic forces of the labor struggle itself. The purvose of
these lectures 1is to analyze this struggle and to show how it will
find its completion in the Socialist society of the future,
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2 itat f Skin Co

We will now consider the fact that the fundamental element in
discrimination against Negroes in the United States 1s special exploi-
t thr tigm f. nc « Never in history until

the rise of capitalism, had the world witnessed the division of
society by color, o

The special exploitation of Negroes bears some similarity to the
exploitation of the colonial world by the imperialist nations, and
also to the domination of the small and weak nations of Europe by -
the rich and powerful empires. The similarity exists in this one
fact: that the Negroes as a social group are subject to discrimina-
tion and super-exploitation above and beyond the elementary exploita-
tion of wage labor by capital, or the oppression of the small
capitalists by the large ones. The Negro people as a whole including
all classes are subject to thls discriminatory oppression.

This is the similarity of the exploitation of Negroes in the
United States to that of colonial peoples and other oppressed nations.
But there are also important differences, and these differences are
more striking than the similarities, :

Czarist Russia conquered Poland and subjected it to a classical
national domination, Great Britain's subjugation of India was equally
representative of colonial oppression. Here we have the oppression
of whole nations, But the Negroes are not a nation. Imperialist
exploitation subordinated the national eeconomy of the weaker and more
backward countries of the earth to that of the dominant nations,

This exploitation is made possible through the vast differences in
historical developuent of different areas of the world,

Neither cultural difference nor national peculiarity sets the
Negroes apart in American society., American capitalist society is
a composite of immigrant groups of diversified national origin. The
emergence of the American nationality as one of the distinct peoples
of the world is made possible by the subordination of these immigrant
groups to the dominant Anglo-American culture and their assimilation
into it, Of all the immigrant groups, the Negroes were historically
the best prepared to assimilate,

Furopeans, coming to North America, whether voluntarily as colon-
les or as temporary indentured servants, had a.natural protective
tendency to group themselves together into closed communities in
which they could perpetuate the national peculiarities of language
and custom characteristic of their homeland. The existence of large
foreign-speaking groups, even entire cities and towns having newse
papers, foods, and other customs of their %uropean background, runs
as a persistent theme throughout the history of the United States.

The voyage of the Negroes to North America was not a migration,
however, but the process of the slave trade., The slave traders, in
their devastation of African life, did not bring to America a homo-
geneous population but representatives of a thousand different tribes.,

The transition from African tfibal life to exploitation on
American plantations was sufficiently abrupt, terrifying and protrac-
- ted to break virtually every important bond which held the slave to
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his former life and cultural background. The rupturing of the cule
tural chain which might have held the Negroes together in some
African cultural homogeneity was further helped by the slave owners,
who would generally refuse to buy more than one slave from the same
tribe ‘or nation. .

Thus living as slaves, who came to know no other homeland than
the United States, knew no other language than English, held no
foreign allegiance, the Negro people are among the oldest of all the
immigrant groups. They are essentially American,

For two and a half centuries, the Negroes were the only stable
labor force in that portion of the North American continent which
became the United States, All other sections of the population were
drawn into the fluidity of classes which characterized the period
of westward expansion of the capitalist economy. The slaves remained
enslaved from generation to generation,

In this position, the Negroes developed a powerful folk-culture,
But this culture did not take the road of an independent national
development, Because it was virtually the only real ‘American folk-
culture, the slaves' music, "accent," folk-lore and religion filled
‘a cultural need for the American people as a whole, First the slave
culture inundated the original Anglo-Saxon culture of the South,
virtually destroying it, From there it went on to fuse with the
whole national culture until today those aspects of the national
culture which are considered to be "typically" American are largely
the result of Negro influence.

This is true in song and dancey in folk-tales, the romantic
crooner, blues singer, jazz man and hep-cat; in all popular art, in
facty and in nearly every other field in which the needs, aspirations
and -frustrations of people are expressed through a social medium,

. Cultural differences are one of the important symptoms of tra-
ditional national and colonial oppression, However, it should be
obvious that cultural difference can have no bearing upon the special
kind of exploitation to which the Negro people are subjected. On
the contrary, Negroes, have been a constant instrument of modifica-
tion of the basic Anglo-American culture. This attests to a process
of mutual assimilation with the dominant cultural groupe. ;
In spite of the stigma of the black skin, therefore, the mutual
assimilation of Negro and Anglo-American appears as an over-riding
law of American historical development which defies the laws of
segregation, the prejudice of skin color, and the customs and social
relations of the Jim Crow system,

'3, Race and Race Relations

The historical peculiarity of such a system of special exploita-
tion based upon skin color requires a fundamental analysis of the
race system of social organization. The first question which arises

is: what is race and what are race zg;atiggg?

Until a few years ago 1t was unilversally agreecd among scientlsts
~and laymen alike that race was a legitimate biological category.
That is, that the visible physical differences of skin color, hair



texturey etc.y which ére apparent among people formed an adequate
scientific basis for the biological division of the human species
into subw-¢ategories generally called "races." Indeed for the past
century all of physical anthropology, which is supposedly a branch

of science, has been devoted exclusively to the demonstration of
the race concept, :

No two schools of this so=called science were ever able to agree
upon what the fundamental yard-stick was for determining race. None
agreed precisely as to whether race was really a designation of sub-
species. None agreed as to how many "races" exlst. .Some said one
hundred, others said three, Fundamental to all of them until recent
times was the idea of superiority and inferiority. They all agreed
that these obvious physical characteristics were somehow related to
fundamental blological characteristics which expressed themselves
in different capac¢ities and functions of the human mind,

A more recent school of liberal anthropologists overthrew the
concept of blological superiority and inferlority. They retained
however the basic concept of racial division, This was the theory
of the blological equality of separate races.

But once the idea of superiority and inferiority was stripped
from the race concepty it could not stand, for this idea was funda=-
mental to the very idea of racial division, Within the last few
years 1n a series of brilliant studies a small group of scientists
has destroyed the basic theory and method of physical anthropology.
That 1s to say, they have made it quite clear that there is no
scientific basis for the contention that soclety can be divided into
races upon the basis of visible physical characteristics,

Even while destroying the foundation of the race myth, however,
most of these sclentists are still in its power and continue the
search for some means to Justify racism, But the objective result
of their destruction of the old race concept has been to make any
race theory scientifically untenable today. :

What they have proven in reality is that there is noljustifiable
biological category such asg "race" into which to divide humanity,

Nevertheless, in defiance of this advance in science, skin
color and Jim Crow laws continue to go hand in hand. Color supremacy
and color exploitation continue to persist, not only in the United
. States but throughout that part of the colonial world dominated by
Anglo~American imperialism. And the recent discovery that there is
no such thing as "race'" seems not to have affected the existence of
exploitative relations hetween people which are in fact organized
around skin enlor or "race,"

"Race" 1s therefore a reality in spite of the fact that science
reveals that it does not exist. In order to discover the relation
between '"race" as a concept of physical anthropology and "race" as
a fact of social existence, it is necessary to enquire into the
origin of both, '

b, The Origin of the Race Concept

How did the idea of race come into being? There was no concep-
tion of race before capitalism, Of all the antagonisms between peoples
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‘of the ancient and medieval world not a single one had as its focal
point the different appearance of peoples. On the contrary, older
civilizations were struck with the basic identity of people as human
beings independent of the differences in skin color, hair texture,
etc. ‘ S .

To be sure, ever since the division of society into classes,
the owning classes have held those that they exploited in contempt,
But in ancient times the claims of superiority of ruling classes
never took on a racial character, ‘

The first time in the known history of human society that dif-
ference in skin color was the subject of flerce antagonism between
people was the direct product of colonial and United States chattel
slavery created under the impulse of the development of European
capitalism, ’ :

It was a peculiar combination of historical accident and neces-
sity by which the Negroes- became the slave class of this modern
slave system,

The climate, soil and location of the southern United States,
the West Indies and Central America was suitable for the production
of certain crops. These crops could only be produced in marketable"
proportions by the use of large scale cultivation methods, With a
wide abundance of free land, however, available to all, free labor
could not te held on the land of others. It was therefore necessary
to create a system of compulsory labor. The system of chattel
slavery is quite inefficient and wasteful, But in this part of the
western hemisphere the low cost of maintenance of labor made it
possible to utilize slavery profitably in spite of its wastefulness,

- The native labor supply of the American, Carribean and other
West Indian tribes was neither extensive enough nor so easily adapta=-
ble to agriculture as to provide an adequate working force of plan-
tation labor, European peasant labor was inefficient in the sub-
tropical zonu and expensive to maintain and replace, Labor from
Africa, on the other hand, was plentiful, accustomed to agriculture
and efficient in the heat of the sub-tropical zone,

Furthermore a slave trade had been going on in Africa for years,
organized by the Arabs, It was by no means an extensive trade but
it could serve as a starting point,

Another advantage of African labor was that as a chattel slave ==
i.e«y a plece of property -- a Negro could be identified by his skin,

Chattel slavery was a system of production which had been out-
grown by European society because it was a system of low productivity
and wastefulness, Therefore, the very existence of a mode of pro=
duction based upon the absolute ownership of one human being by
another after it had been so long outgrown, was repulsive to pro-
gressive people, Particularly when the world was bursting with
revolutions proclaiming the equality of all men, This slave system
became so repulsive in fact that only weird and perverse social
relations could contain it, To despise the black skin as the mark
of the slave was the prineipal and focal point of these social
relations, ' ) :
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Thus, around the question of skin colory soclety in the West
Indies and North America proper began to divide itself, as social
relatibns degenerated under the slave system., First the black skin
was debpised because it was the mark of a despised mode of production.
But this despised mode of production was the creator of untold wealth
and prosperity, and capitalist soclety cannot despise riches for
long. So they turned the whole matter on its head,

The slaves were in an inferior position economically., Gradually,
white slaveowning society constructed a wall of color: that it was
not the mode of slave production which was to be despised, but the
slave: that the reason the black skin was the mark of the slave
was that it was first the mark of human inferiority.

In this manner the class problem of slavery became complicated
and confused by the color question, The slaves, besides being an
exploited social ‘class, became, in the perverted thinking of the
dominant society an inferior race as well,

It was upon this foundation that the "science'" of physical
anthropology built its structure, In service to the American plan-
tersy the international slave traders and colonial exploiters, fake
sclentists and politiclans took a set of perverted sccial relations
based upon a discarded social system and made them intc the founda-
tion stones of a s¢ience, They justified slavery as natural and
completely desirable for those with a colored skin,

And they had great need for such a justification, At the begin-
ning of the slave trade the idea of spreading Christianity to the
heathen was sufficient justification for Negro slavery, Slave-
traders were the missionarles and the slaveowners the priests of a
crusade to bring the word of God to heathen "savages' who would
otherwise be doomed to eternal torment in their awful ignorance,

But the revolutions in Britain, America and France stripped
away the vell of religion from knowledge and initiated the age of
science and rationalism, Social relations could no longer be
explained by reference to God, So a fake "scientiflce" explanation
of "the social relations of slavery grew up to justify them. This is
the actual foundation of the scilence of physical anthropologye.

_ Slavery itself was overthrown in the Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion, But the needs of the American capitalists for compulsory
agricultural labor in the south remained, A new semi-capitalistie
mode of agriculture grew up in which the semi~slave condition of the
freed Negroes was made permanent by the re-establishment of the
soclal relations of slavery: color discrimination buttressed by
segregation and race prejudice,

Race thus became a fetish of American capltalism, a system of
special exploitation based@ upon the social relations and customs of
a previous mode of production, which had itself been an abomination
to society, Stripped of scientific justification, what then remains
of race? Race 1s a relation between people based upon the needs of
capitalist exploitation. The race concept in anthropology grew out
of the sceial relations of slavery. It was congealed by the adapta-
tion of these obsolete social relations to the needs of capitalist
production,



- The conaept of race has now been overthrown in biological
sciende, But race as the keystone of exploitation remains., Race
is & socizl relation and has only a soc;al reality,

2. Ihe Form of Race Relationg

The basic form of race relations 1s segregation., In the colo-:
nial countries it is expressed by the voluntary self-segregation of
the white agents of empire., But it would be an error to judge race
relations as a whole by their expressions in colonial exploitation,
Race relations in the colonies are derived primarily from the exis-
tence of the race question in America and particularly in the
United States. '

In the colonies the question of race is dependent upon the
speeific needs of colonial exploitation, In the United States
special exploitation is dependent upon race relations, In the
colonies race is dependent upon exploitation, but here the exploi-
tation is dependent upon race,

In this country race relations take the form of the compulsory
segregation of Negroes. The intensity of segregation and of all the
secondary race -relations which flow from it, determine the extent
of the special exploitation, By and large, in the north and west
where segregation is less intensive than in the South, the degree of
special exploitation of Negroes is far lower, Without segregation,
discrimination and rdace relations would soon disappear,

It is different in the colonies, Here, the special colonial
exploitation to which the masses of Asia, Africa, and South America
are subjected is dependent primarily upon the financial, military
and political control which the imperialists are able to maintain,
The establishment of race relations reflecting the concept of white
superiority is an important instrument, of this domination, but
not fundamental, , :

With or without segregation the special exploitation of colonies
would continue upon the basis of the economic military and political
power which the U,S., Great Britain, France, etc., wield over the
colonial world, s

The completeness and rigidity of segregation in the United States
is demonstrated principally at the points where it tends to break
down, The most ticklish problem of such a system as the
American race system is inevitably -- what to do with the children
of mixed marriages; or, more precisely, how to determine racially
people of mixed parentage, Marriage between Negro and white is
illegal in the majority of states, But the offspring of illegal :
marriage is nevertheless taken care of by far-seeing lawmakers, In
iome gases, any one with so much as one-sixty-fourth Negro ancestry

s a Negro, '

This 1llustrates the completeness of the segregation system in
the U,S. It demonstrates in the first place one of the important
differences between race relations and other social relations under
capitalism,
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In no other system of social relations 1is segregation the prin-
cipal form, There are relations between nations of many different
varfeties based ipon the International rivalry for markets, and upon
other points of inteérnational conflict. However, throughout history
it has only been necessary for an individual or group to adopt the
language and customs of another nation in order to become a part of it.

Among classes it 1s only necessary to change economic status to
pass over class lines. The worker can accumulate money, invest it
in a capitalist enterprise and find the road to the capitalist class.
The capitalist who loses his capital and must work for another to
support himself descends to the working class.

While in the present stage of monopoly capital there 1s greater
class rigidity than in the early days, and it is now virtually
impossible for a worker to become a capitalist, still it is funda-
mental to capitalist society that it provide means for the passing
over from one class to another as economic development requires,

In the Unites States the worship of this machinery is a national
creed with the constant reiteration that anyone can become a capi=-
talist, anyone can become president,

The caste system of India represents a decayed stratification
of occupational groups within classes, Yet it provides the machinery
both for individuals to change thelr caste station either upward or
downward in the social scale and for whole castes to change their
social standing, It is only race relations which are formally immue
table and absolute, A Negro cannot become white,

In this comparison_it is obvious that race relations are in a
separate category from the other basic social relations of society.

The caste system was the necessary product of the stagnation and
decay of Indian feucalism, National relations are the inevitable
product of the development of commodity production., Class relations
are the inevitable result of the break-up of primitive communism
and the establishment of private property. All of these have the
historical justification of economic necessity, are firmly inter-
twined with great historical epochs, and are inseparable from them.

But race relations have no such firm foundation., The racial
structure of American society is a disease of the social system and
has neither historical Justification nor economic necessity, in the
sense that capitalism has existed for centuries in other countries
without the disfiguration of race antagonisms,

Any attempt to clagsify the Negro question as a caste, or
national question serves only to confuse it, For such a classifica~
tion lenis to race relations some of the stability and historical
Justification of the centuries upon centuries of Indian civilization,
or the world-wide development of nations, Race relations are
products orly of capitalismy and specifically of American capitalism,
and will disappear entirely without leaving much of a trace, with
the disappearance of the capitalist mode of production,

The absurd stringency of laws which state that a person six
generations removed from Negro ancestry is a Negro, when in actuality
a Negro 1is only a person with a dark skin, signifies the instability
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and artificiality of the system and the extent to which fartastic
and artificial measures are required to maintain its form --
segregatiOn. .

For it 1s not the purpose of the law to keep a visibly white
person of one sixty-fourth Negro ancestry in the ghetto in segregation
with dark people, but to prevent social contact between white and
black in the beginning of such a family descent by stigmatizing the
offspring of mixed marriages as black, It is in the United States
that the form of race relations reveals its basic content and ab-
surdity: this is the naked or pure form of the race question,

6, International Aspects of the Race Question

The system and i1deology of white supremacy 1is an important

weapon of western imperialist domination of the colonial countries

of Asia, Africa, Asia Minor and South America, Specifically, it is
those areas dominated by either Britain or the United States where
race is a most prominent feature of colonial exploitation, It 1s
important to note also that it was Britain in the 19th and the U.S.
in the 20th century which represented the most effective and ruthless
system of oppression of the darker peoples of the colonial world.

There 1s no international rigidity in the application of the
international system of white supremacy, as there is in the United
States, It may take the violent form of terrible oppression of the
Bantu in South Africa, or the comparatively benevolent form of white
domination through ostensible equality as in Hawaii, But in all
circumstances it retains fundamental features in common which reveal
its role. ’

The idea of white superiority in €hina of a few years ago or
in India is certainly bellieved to impress the "natives" with a sense
of their own inferiority, and therefore a willingness to accept
exploitation and humiliation by the white oppressor as a law of
?itgre. There is, however, no evidence of great success in this

eld,

On the other hand it is quite evident that the main value of
the ideology of white supremacy is in a situation where a thin
stratum of white agents is required to maintain social homogeneity
while administering the affairs of the imperialist rulers. It is
necessary to foster among them a racial contempt, even hatred, for
the subject populations, Without color prejudice, the inevitable
tendency of such colonial agencies is to become absorbed into the
population and to develop sympathies and alleglances in contradic-
tion to their function as agents of empire: they would tend to
sympathize with the oppressed,

Today in the twilight of imperialism the ideology of racial
hatred assumes even greater importance than during the heyday of the
"white man's burden.," Today questions are being settled not by
administrators supported by a police with a small military force
held in reserve, but by large armies of occupation and subjection
whose morale and social homogereity must be maintained whether in
actual warfare as in Korea, or in preventive occupation as in Japan.
The problem in the U.5, Army is considerably complicated by the
presence of Negro soldiers who do not accept the specific doctrine of
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white supremacy. Nevertheless, race prejudice remains an important
condition of the stability of imperialist rule by the United States
thremghout the world, This condition indicates the delicate equilib-
rium upon which all imperialist stability rests.

/ : ,
Throughout the colonial world we see expressions of racism,
However, in every case they are derivative phenomena dependent upon
the American system of race relations.

It is only in the United States that race relations assume a
pure form, That is, it i1s only here that skin color alone, indepen-
dent of cultural difference, geographical remoteness, or national
identity forms the basis for discrimination and special exploitation,

In the Union of South Africa race relations assume the most
violent and brutal form. A white European minority of two million
exercises domination over eight million Africans., However, the
racial structure of this society is considerably newer than its
American counterpart, and its builders nave always looked to the
United States for guidance and inspiration, o ,

As late as 1877 only one-tenth of the continent of Africa was
under imperialist domination, It 1s mainly from this date forward
that white supremacy has asserted itself, For all the violence of
racé relations there, it is only recently that the rulers of South
Africa have made the final attempt to "purify" the race question
along American lines by the exclusion of mulattoes from the elec=
torate along with the blacks,

' The main concern, however, of the Bantu, as of the mulattoes,
is not one of color but of their colonial-national status, The
_struggle of the native inhabitants of Africa for emancipation will
on the other hand probably take the of a color struggle, as did
the 18th century revolution in Santo Domingo which established the .
Republic of Haitli, DBut its essence will be that of a national
struggle against colonial oppression,

In the African colonies, as in all colonial countries the race
question, however severe, is subordinated to the needs of these
peoples for national emancipation and the end of all colonialism,
The cultural differences between the European and /frican population,
when expressing the relation between oppressor and oppressed, take
on an economic and socially antagonistiec character which is only
reinforced and stabilized by the doctrine of white supremacy,

Thus in the Union of South Africa, where race relations occupy
only a secondary and supporting position in special exploitation and
are subordinated to the national oppression of the native Africans,
t:e:e race relations have a firmer foundation than in the United
States,

During the days of chattel slavery where race relations were the
- expression of a speclal mode of production, they enjoyed such a
greater stability., The slave was the object of special exploitation
primarily because he was a slave, secondarily because he was a Negro,
Today, it is not because he is a worker that a Negro is Jim-Crowed
but because he 1s hlack,



Thus in the economic aspects of exploitation, the race question
in the United States demonstrates its fundamental character. In
every other instance racilal exploitation merely serves as an auxiliary
weapon to fortify national or colonial exploitation or some combina-
tion of the two., Elsewhere it is accompanied by wide differences
in economic and cultural development.

That the Negro guestion in the United States stands out nakedly
as a simple matter of skin color indicates in the first place the
extremely unstable foundation upon which it rests, But race antago-
nism is fundamental to the United States social structure under
capitalism, The unstable foundation of the Jim Crow system thus
reveals one of the weaknesses of the whole social structure.

In the second place, as derivative forms of racial discrimina-
tiony white supremacy in other parts of the world is dependent upon
the American pattern., And just as when American imperialism is over=-
thrown and replaced by a workers state it will remove the last props
from the collapsing capitalist structure throughout the world, so
will the end of the Jim Crow system in the United States cut away the
groundwork from white supremacy and race relations in the colonial
world,

7. The U,S, as the '"Melting Pot"

It is finally necessary to consider the problem of Negro
equality and assimilation into American society in relation to the
United States in its function as a "melting pot" of nationalities.,

The original strength and vitality of American capitalism from
its inception in the HZighteenth century was founded upon two pillars,
First, the capitalist nature of the impulse of the British coloniza-
tion of the Lastern seaboard, This established capitalist and semi-
capitalist enterprise as the basic and original mode of production,
unfettered by feudal restrictions. Second, the uniting of the
colonies by a single language and a single Anglo-Saxon culture,

Scores of Luropean nationality groups have deen more or less
successfully assimilated into the American nation. The difference
in the problems of these nationalities and those of the Negroes is
easily discernible upon examination,

From the very beginning other nationality groups attempted to
retain their national identity, as I have mentioned before. 3ut the
American ruling class ruthlessly thwarted them all, First, by
cutting away the economic groundwork upon which a national minority
might stand and develop an independent national system of commodity
production and distribution. Second, by forced assimilation or
"Americanization,"

Anglo-Amrerican domination received a great limpetus by the vic-
tory of the first American revolution, As the capitalist class came
into undisputed control of the national state power in the 1860 elec-
tions and the Civil War which followed, it developed the doctrine
of "Americanize the aliens,"

As the United States entered upon the immerialist epoch in
World War I, forced assimilation of alien groups tegan to be trans-
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formed into their exclusion, United States imperialism could no
longer afford the time required for 4Americanization, It always
required at least fYom one to two generations to complete the process
of assimilation. AAd during these two generations the foreign groups
were subject to great disaffection from the capitalist class, either
in the direction of embracing the working class movement, or in lack
of enthusiasm for the national chauvinism and bigotry required to
whip up the war spirit against a rival empire,

The latest manifestation of this transformation in national
policy from forced assimilation to exclusion 1s the licCarran Act,

Forced assimilatlon arose out of the national needs of capitalist
production and distribution which requires a nation, with a common
culture and language and a political unity, as the framework of its
development,

The more modern hysteria over "alliens'" dating from World War I
results from the imperialist epoch in which the United States ruling
class begins to confront enemies: the working class organized in
opposition to it at home, and on the other hand its international
imperialist rivals. The aliens are a danger in both cases. The
American capitalist class wants to be prepared to go to war against
any country in the world without concern for the national origins
and therefore susceptibilities of important sections of its population,

Some of the conditions imposed by the ruling class upon immigrant
groups seem calculated to have the opposite effect of assimilation.
They are herded into more or less isolated and segregated slums and
subjected to discriminatory conditlions of exploitation., Undeniably,
this process in part encourages tendencies toward the retention of
national homogenelty of the immigrant group. However, this is only
the method by which the ruling class sets down its terms of assimila=-
tion: that the foreigners are welcome, that they may and must become
Americans, but only in the position of highly exploited laborers in
the great industrial establishments of American capitalism,

Discriminatlon against these nationality groups prevails in
different sections of the country for different periods of time, It
is accompanied by "native" contempt, bigotry, intolerance and preju-
,Gice, The fundamental source of this intolerance is in the capitalist
intolerance of any alien culture which threatens to break up the
orderly pattern of commodity production and distribution, and the
political unity of the state, It is directed against the language
and customs of the foreign group with the object of eliminating them,

This national intolerance is part of the process of the assinila=-
tion of the national minorities, It is, in effect the demand by
American capitalism upon the Germans, for instance, to cease being
Germans and become Americans, 'Speak Lnglish! Talk Americanl" are
the slogans of this intolerance,

While the demand upon the foreign nationalities to assimilate
is at the root of this national intolerance, the direct o pposite is
the case when we deal with racial discrimination, The object to be
gailned in the case of the Negroes 1s precisely to prevent their
assimilation.
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The race conkept itself arose out of the need to demarcate the
Negroes as slaves and to build upon that difference in skin color a
wall separating them from the rest of soclety. Without racial sepa-
ration in the United Statesy there would be no possibility of main-
taining the discrimnatory soc¢ial and economic practices which are
fundamental to the economic and social well being of American capi-
talism, and 1ts role in the world today.

As we have seen, in many fundamental aspects of United States
culture: language, folk-lore, etc., there is a constant mutual assi-
milation of the various characteristics of the Anglo-American with
those of the Negro., But this process of assimilation is halted by
economic and social relations adapted from slavery whenever it
touches the possibility of economic, political or social equality,

* * *

So far we have considered the race question in its most general
aspects. The nature of the concept of race, its history and develop-
ment, and its relation to other social phenomena under capitalism,
Next Friday night we will consider it in its actual existence: the
Jim Crow system in the United States,y, its roots and branches, and
how to eliminate it. We will show the only possible way in which the
goal of equality can be achleved,

* ™

I THF. STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY

Last week we discussed the nature of racey and the nature of
race relations, their origin, history and significance. We concluded
that there is no scientific basis for:the subdivision of humanity
into races. Secondly, we noted that American soclety isy neverthe=
éisi’idiV1ded into racesy, and 1s disfigured and distorted by this

vision. : - .

Dr., DuBois has stated that the problem of the twentieth century
is the color problem, It 1s quite obvious that he was referring to
the division of the world, between the white explcoiting nations of
tainWesi and the colonial countries, inhabited by people of darker
] color,

Dr, DuBois was only partially right., It is true that imperialism
is the most significant politico-economic development of this century.
It is equally true that imperialist exploitation largely takes the
form of domination by the so-called white world over colored peoples.
This exploitation, however,is not based vpon color tut upon the
superior military, economic and political power which one part of the
world wields over the other., The skin color of the enslavers, whether
they are British, Spanish or Japanese, makes no difference so long as
it is backed up by military and economic might. The imperialist
exploiters maintain their rule over the colonial peoples not on the
basils of color, but by their power. They do, of course try to rein-
force their rule by imbuing their colonial subjects with a sense of
inferiority., They are 'aided in this by the fact that the imperialist
overlords, with the sole exception of the Jananese, are of the white-
skinned race, while those they rule over are all peoples with black,
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brown or yellow skins, However, it is only in the United States

that color, by itself, plays a real and dominant role in social rela-
tions., Here, the Negro peopley, a group of darker skin than the
average, are subjedted to special exploitation, édiscerimination, and
segregation, merely because of their skin pigmentation, which assigns
them to a subordinate racial position in American society.

Although we cannot recognize the existence of races as a biolog- .
ical fact, still we must recognize the existence of races as social
groupsy so organized by the ruling class for the purpose of capital-
ist exploitation.

We will now discuss the actual political, social and economic
roots of the American system of race relations under the following
specific headingss ‘

1. The southern social system,

2. The industrialization of the South,

3. The Negro struggle and the demand for equality.

4, Raée consciousness. |

5. Stalinism and theAqueStion of self-defermination.

6. The nature of prejudice. |

7. The Negroes and the lébor movement, .

8. Capitalist politics,

9., The final solution of the problems of discrimination,

1, The Sovthern Spcilal System

%Ye have demonstrated previously how the United States is the
world-wide center of the system of racial discrimination., It is
necessary now to investigate the specific source of the racial system
in the United States, In other words, what are the social and
economic forces which prevent the assimilation of Negroes into Ameri-
can soclety? .

The practice of discrimination in the United States has its
focal point in the southern social structure., At the end of the Civil
Wary having neither land nor political rights, the Negro agricultural
population was forced into the peonage of sharecropping. A social
system was built around this arrangement. o

The capitalist class has had a four-fold motive for perpetuating
this system. First, sharecropping made it possible to maintain the
plantation system in southern agriculture, even after the destruction
of chattel slavery which was its fundamental basigs. If the Civil War
and Reconstruction had succeeded in breaking up the large plantations
the creation of an independent small farmer class would very probably
have produced diversified farming,
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By means of the sovthern Jim Crow system, the capitalist class
‘was able to prevent the development of free farming and retain the
plantation.~

Second, the degradation of the Negro, his loss of political
rights and all means of economic defense, has made it possible for
the capitalist class, in conjunction with the plantation owners, to
extract tremendous super profits from underpaid Negro labor, not only

on the plantations but in the many industries of the South,

Third, the Negro has always been the symbol of southern labor
as a whole. Hence the greater degradation of all labor there and the
consequent lower standard of living for all workers.

This degradation of labor has enabled the capitalist class to
extract extra profits through the ruthless super-=exploitation of a
whole geographical segment of its working class.

The fourth stake which American capitalism has in the perpetua-
tion of the southern Jim Crow system is that i1t is fundamental to the
political stability of the nation under capitalism,

The South is the only area where politics is in no degree depen-
dent upon the people, where the minority of wealthy bourbons and
capitalists rule directly and nakedly, Through the Southern Democra-
tic Party the capitalist clagss is at all times able to carry out its
basic interests., ZEvery social crisis has revealed this political
dependence of the capitalist class upon the Southern Democratic
Party which doesn't have to answer to labor for its actions.

The Taft-Hartléy Act and the McCarran Act, two of the most
viclous pieces of pro-caplitalist, anti-labor legislation in the his~
tory of Congress, were not the result: of a Republican majority, but
of a balance of power achieved by the Southern Democrats,

These are the main features of the southern system and make it
necessary to conclude that Jim Crow 1s a fundamental and integral
part of American capitalism,

could att ch tota wer a

The Bourbon rule of the South today is founded upon the destruc-
tion of the glorious revolutionary movement of the Reconstruction and
the subsequent failure of the Populist revolt, The wealthy whites
could not possibly have subdued these movements with their. own small
numbers, A mass support in a significant segment of the population
was necessary to organize the Ku Klux Klan and to elevate the ruling
classes to their present position. This mass base of support was to.
be found primarily in the white middle classes of the southern cities
and towns, and the better-off section of the small farmers,

One striking feature of the South under slavery was the absence
of the commercial and industrial towns which were so characteristic
of the North, This was quite normal in an agrarian society dominated
by huge plantations, which provided no basis for a rich internal
market, Without towns it follows that there was no sizable urban
middle class,
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Commercial towns argse during the Reconstruction under the
impulse of capitalist economy in agriculture. The development of
these towns produced a middle class. A

Everybody knows something of the fierce competition which goes
on among the middle classes all the time., They must compete not only
against each other, but also against big business which has more
efficient and cheaper ways of doing things,

But the middle class of shopkeepers, farmers, independent arti-
sans, doctors, and lawyers -- small businessmen of all kinds --
furnishes the only avenue of escape from wage slavery into the ranks
of the capitalist class., Consequently, the lower- the middle class
the more intense and feverish is the competition for survival,

, It 1is not hard to see that a tremendous advantage would be
gained by a section of the actual or potential middle class if it
could arbitrarily exclude half of the population from the right to
compete with them for these occupations,

. Immediately after the Civil War privileged poor whites estab-
lished themselves in middle class occupations, They made of these
positions a white monopoly by the organized terrorism of the Ku Klux .
Klan, One of the most important achievements of terrorism during the
later days of the Reconstruction was the complete exclusion of the
Negroes from the general middle class.

It was principally this movement of the middle class organized
into the Klan, channelized and controlled by the capitalists.and
landowners, which gave to these new rulers complete political control
over the South.

The white monopoly of privileged.middle class positions tended
to extend down into the higher skilled sections of the working class
itself, gaining additional points of support for the rule of the
new Bourbons.

A further expression of the privileges held by the white middle
class of the South is to be found in their. traditional exploitation
of doméstic servants.

It has been usual in the South that for a couple of dollars a
week, carfare and o0ld clothes a white family can have a maid, And
for slightly nmore, a gardener or'a cook.

In this way, due to the extreme degradation of labor, it has
been possible for the southern middle class to live in a condition of
luxury and freedom from all domestic labor which is found only among
the ruling classes of other social systems and the colonial agents
of imperialism,

Thus, the mass base of the naked rule of the capitalists and
landowners is revealed as a privileged middle class and labor aris-
tocracy which owes its special position to the racial division of
American socilety.

Herein 1s revealed the sociological and historical antecedent of
German fascism, The Nazi Party and the Storm Troopers are almost
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the exact prototype of the Bourbon Party and the Ku Kiux Klan., The
Nazis, like the Kgan, were essentially of the middle class, They
served the basic interests of the large capitalists while defeating
and demoralizing the working class and creating the basis for the
totalitarian dictatorship, just as the Klan operated against the
Negroes and the white Populistgs The principal. 1ideological weapon
of both was racism and their principal organizational weapon,
terrorism, ‘ :

It is well kriown that the Nazis sent official and unofficial
.observers to the United States to study and learn American methcds of
racial discrimination and segregation to be applied to persecution
of the Jews,

But the comparison of the South with Nazi Germany must take
account of two important difftrences. Firsty, the white middle class
had a genuine advantage to exploit in the southern states in main-
taining a racial monopoly of its privileges. In Germany, the "Aryan"
middle class found only complete destruction and humiliation by the
capitalists after the destrut¢tion of the labor movement and the
Jewlish people was completed, -

The second difference 1s that Negroes are a fundamental part of
the southern working force. The object of terrorism is to make them
more profitable workers,. In the case of the Jews the object of the
Nazis was not to put the Jews "in their place" but to exterminate
then,

2¢ T Industria f th t

We said at the beginning of last week's lecture that the material
conditions surrounding the Negro struggle have undergone a fundamental
transiormation since the days of Rooker T, Washington's Atlanta
speech, - '

The change is to be seen not only in the great migration of the
Negroes northward and westward which has created a new environment
in the basic industrial sectors of the nation's economy. Principally,
. the change has occurred in the South itself,

The most notable facet of the present economic picture in the
, South 1s the entry of monopoly capital into all phases of economic
life and the industrialization which has taken place in this once

exclusively agricultural area,

In search for cheaper labor markets, and to accommodate the needs
of the war economy, American capitalism has been forced to abandon
its earlier conception of the agrarian South as mainly a source of
raw materials and very limited industrial development, MNodern indus-
try has pushed some of its most advanced develcpments into the very
heart of the cotton belt,

_ In building its new industrial empires in the South, however,
big capital goes all the way, The new developments tend to become
large mass production units, organized around monopolistic company-
dominated industrial towns. In these townsthe worker is born in a
company shack, buys his groceries at the company store, works in the
company sweatshop; and 1s buried in the corpany graveyard,
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In all fields of the modern South monopoly takes over. The
recent hearings during the half-hearted anti-tryst action against
the A, & P, monopoly revealed the process by whigh the free farmers
are being exterminated, In merchandising, as in everything else,
it 1s the same story: g;g_pgg%gggg invades the Seuth. And there is no
room for a white privileged middle class 1n this gcheme of things.

Furthermore, the development of modern industry has destroyed
the role of the artisan and skilled worker.

The mass base of the southern capitalist dictatorship has thus
been undermined by the very process of capitalist production,

The next remarkable feature of the present-day South is the
tendency for the funetions of the lynch mob to be taken over by the
police, the military and individual terrorists. This 1s interpreted
by many people to be a sign of the strength of the southern social
system; that now at .last the lynchings can be done "legally" and the
State takes official responsibility for them.

But in reality, this condition reflects the weakened power and
reduced social weight of the white middle class., It is no longer
able to maintain 1its traditional function of mass terrorism against
the Negroes, The increased capacity of the Negroes for resistance
by their concentration in industrial centers has come hand in hand
with thils weakening of the white middle classes,

Thus capitalism, by the logic of its own development, has under-
mined the very social foundation upon which it depends for support
and at the same time increased the ability of the oppressed to defend
themselves, ‘

Both German and Italian fasclism were raised to power and sta-
bilized by the terrorism of the middle class against the working
class, But after achieving power, the fascist leaders, as represen=-
tatives of monopoly capital, could give nodthing to the middle class,
The mass base was dissipated by the disillusionment of the middle
classy, and the rulers maintained their positions with only the support
. of the police and the military force. This was characterized by

Trotsky as a Bonapartist military-police dictatorship,

- While the economic situation remains relatively guiet this type
of rule gives the 1llusion of great strength. But it is really a
regime of extremely unstable equilibrium, as was shown in both Italy
and Germany where under conditions created by World War II these.
military dictatorships fell easily. In Italy, under the pressure of
the first revolutionary waves of the revival of the workers' moverent,
In Germany, by the military pressure of the allied armies,

So, also, the South today is revealed as a semie-military police
dictatorship, its mass base undermined and dissipated by the very
logic of capltalist development, It too, will fall under the first
serious blows as the southern workers mass movements will arise in
the perilod ahead,

Other far-reaching effects of the industrialization of the South
undermine the rule of capitalism, The proletarianization of poor
agrarian and middle class whites by modern industry has created a
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clear identity of interest between white and black as exploited
industrial workers. Capitalism has thus itself created in the South
all of the conditipns for the emergence of the class struggle and
the revival of the age-long struggle of the Negroes for equality,
spelling the doom of capitalism.

The Struggle for Bqualit

So far we have been concerned mainly with the objective nature
and history of the race question, It is now time to consider the
directdon of the actual struggle of the Negro people against dis-
crimination.

The Negro struggle has been historically conditioned by two
main factors. First, the basic social and economic need of the U.S.
ruling class to prevent the development of any cultural or economic
base upon which independent nations might arise. Second, by the very
nature of segregation. This is the means by which the assimilation
of Negroes 1s prevented and their specilal racial exploitation
maintained. ‘ .

7 The interaction of these two factors has created the twovpoles
of the Negro struggle: separatism and assimilaticn.

. The European emigrant groups were reqvired only to assimilate
and to become "Americanized," But the Negroes, the most completely
"Americanized™ section of the population, have been prevented from
exercising American citizenship, and thus are deprived of the right
of assimilation, On the other hand the economic development of the
country has prevented such a segregated group from developing any
economic and social base by which they could take advantage of their
segregation to develop the foundation . for an independent national
economy, .

" At every point, the ruling class has calculated to maintain
this factor of racial separation, And conversely, the basic advances
which the Negroes have made through the entire historical period from
the founding of Abolitionism in the 1830's until the present day have
. been achieved in the struggle against separation, and essentially
for the right of assimilation into American society. :

I want to trace briefly the historical development of the rela=-
tion between separatism and assimilationism as the two main poles of
the Negro struggle. _

During the first decades of the last century there was one and
only one organized movement in the United States concerning itself
with the Negro question: the American Colonization Society. This was
intorganization founded by slave-owners and basically expressing their
interests, -

Though this socliety was international its most important base
was among the middle class humanitarians of the northern cities of
the United States, The whole first half of the 19th century was an
era of insecurity and unrest for the urban middle classes, The long
depressions brought about by the fundamental cycles of capitalist
production, partially by the constant reduction in tariffs by the

slave power kept the middle classes in a state of constant crisis
which resulted n a hysteria for reform.
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It 1s characteristic of the middle class, however, that because
‘they have no independent class position in society they cannot find
the solution to their problems in terms of their own class interests,
Today middle class hysteria barne of economic insecurity finds its.
expression all the way from religious revival to support of fascist-
type movements,

During the first half of the 19th century, the middle class
attached itself to a number of panaceas, which it felt might solve
its problems., They became preoccupied with temperance, with money
and land reform, with utopian socialist movements, some attached
themselves to nature, others to the uplift of women and factory
workers; but the most powerful magnet of attraction for this middle
class was the Negro question,

They felt, and quite correctly, that somehow the Negro question
concerned their own insecurity., The truth was that the source of the
terrible crisis of the middle class of this period was in the fact
that the slave power, representing class Interests hostile to capi-
talist development, was the dominant force in the nation, and inas-
much as the future of the middle class was tled@ up with the future
of capitalism in general, the.slave owners were their enemies and
the slaves were the only group in society with the power and position
to overthrow this hostile class,

But the slaveowners were able at,first to control and channelize
this middle class discontent through the agency of the American Colo-
nization Society. The program of this organizationr was to solve the
Negro question by the colonization of all free Negroes in Africa.

Among the achievements of this society was the founding of the:
colony of Liberia, Some 25 000 Negroes at one time or another were -
deported there, mostly against their will, and formed a ruling and
privileged group in the colony. For more than a century they have
ruled and exploited the African native population there in the inter-
est of American industrial enterprises. This colony, nominally an
'independent republic, ig today owned for all practical purposes by
the Flrestone Tire and Rubber Company.

Neither the slaves nor the free Negroes would have anything to
do with this plan for deporting them to Afriéa, They contended that
they were Americans as much as any and more so than most and demanded
" the rights accorded to all other Americans. 'To the slaveowners!
demand for the deportation of Negroes, the slaves counterposed the
densnd for immediate and unconditional emancipation, This was the
genesis of the Abolitionist movement and the program which the slaves
agd free Negroes fought on throughout the Civil ¥War and Reconstruc~
t on. .

This early conflict between colonization and Avbolition expresses
the conflict between separatism and assimilation which have been the
basic problems of the Negro struggle ever since 1830, This confliect
appears today between those who struggle for immediate and uncondi-
tional economic, political and social equality, and those who will
make some concession or adaptation to the demand of the rullng class

for segregation, ’

In most instances the Negroes have found their most bitter foes
ranged on the side of separatism, and have achleved their advances
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aleng the opposite line, In this historical context the Garvey move-
ment appears in its true light as the abortive result of the decades
of horrible reaction and the complete isolation of the Negro people
which followed the Reconstruction. Separatism in the Negro movement
is an adaptation to the segregation imposed by the ruling class,

In the case of the Garvey movement it was the only channel through
which the mass discontent of the Negro people could express itself,

The Stalinists thus find in their advocacy of separatism an
embarrassing contradiction to their support of struggles against
segregation.

The ruling class now proposes the spurious solution of "sepa=
rate but equal." But the Negroes are quite aware that separation is
- the condition of discrimination, not of equality. They counterpose
the demand for unconditional and immediate equality to all the
doctrines of separation,

4, Race Consclousness

A ' : . ;

Now we come to the question of race consciousness. lNany people
wrongly assume that race consciousness among Negroes is a sign of
their desire to create a society and state of their own, or, as. the
Communist Party puts it: for National Self-Determination.

Race relations are the artificial products of capitalist exploi~-
tation in the United States. They do not flow from the basic eco-
nomic relations of production but are superimposed upon the class
structure, In the disfiguration of American society by the scar of
race antagonism we see that it fortifles and tends to stabilize the
structure of American capitalism by dividing the population into
hostile racial groups, who find it difficult to get together in
defense of their common interests against the master class.

. Race consciousness 1s one of the products of this arbitrary-
division of society into races. It bears some similarity to other
forms of social consciousness, and yet it is different.

Class consciousness, for instancey has a thoroughly material
foundation whether it be of the capitalist class or among the workers.
For either workers or capitalists, class consciousness is the recog=-
nition that because of economic position in society a person has
certain basic problems which are common to all those of the same
ecni.omic group. :

In this case, the mode of production divides society into
ecoromic classes, and class consciousness is the inevitable product
of this division, Class consciousness corresponds ‘to the real rela-
tions of production.,

But there is nothing in the mode of production itself which
divides society into races, This division is the result of the dis-
figuration of the capitalist mode of production in the South by the
influences of chattel slavery. It is maintained only by force and
violence and 1s accompanied by prejudice, special exploitation, ex-
treme ignorance and cultural barrenness, Race consciousness reflects
in one way or another the distortjon of the mode of production and
the violence and prejudice of the race system, ‘
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. - In-the southern system and the race relations which derive from
ity all Negroes are the victims of discrimination. But except for a
minority of capitalists and privileged middle class people, the white
population as such does not derive benefit from it, On the contrary,
the white worker and farmer are as much the objects of class exploi-
tation as are the Negroes. A majority of the workers and farmers

- in the South are white, But their standard of living and general
social condition 1is directly determined by that of the Negroes.

Therefore, while the dark race is the direct victim of discrimi-
nation, the group which gains from it is not the lighter skinned race
but a class: the ruling capitalist class of the United States. To
be sure, this class is 1ily white, but it is not their color which
distinguishes them from the rest of society, rather their great
wealth, and the control which they exert over all finance and indus-
try. It is not the race consciousness of capitalists which comes to
the fore in their relation with Negroes, but their class conscious-
ness: they are able to take advantage of the racial structure of .
American society to extract super-profits from Negroes through capi-
talist production, ' I

It is principally among the white workers and farmers of the
South that white race conseiousness asserts itself, But I believe I
have shown that the great majority of these white workers and farmers
are victimized by the racial division in society nearly as much as
are the Negroes. Race prejudice, which is the form of white race
consciousness, is one of the means by which the extreme exploitation
of white workers themselves 1s maintained. It is in direct opposi-
tion to their material interests. We are therefore justified in
maintaining that there is no material foundation for race conscious=-
ness among the white working class: it is just a matter of prejudice,
which goes against their material interests. ‘ -

But it is different with Negroes., The racial structure of the
United States produces a race consciousness among Negroes which
corresponds directly to the special exploitation and discrimination
against them, It does not derive from their African cultural heri-
tage or from an independent cultural development in this hemisphere,
but simply from their position in American society as the immediate
and principal victims of the American system of race relations.

Nor 1is race consciousness in the United States the same as race
consciousness in Africa, or among the Chinese, In these cases race
exploitation is the by-procduct of colonial oppression and is con-
trolled by the national aspirations of these colonial peoples, though
these may take the form of racial aspirations. It is related that
the slaves of San Domingos, in their secret religious rites chanted
this song: "We swear to destroy the whites and all that they possess;
let us die rather than fail to keep this vow.," This 1s the voice
of the slave aspiring to emancipation -- a class struggle which took
the form of a race war. Finally, in San Domingo the whole revolution
for the independence of Haitl took the form of & racial conflict,

Race consciousness among Negroes in the United States is primari-
ly their consciousness of the desire for equality, and the universal
expression of 1t is apparent in the militant struggle to achieve
this equality., This is at the root of every important moverent either
of the masses or of the Negro intelligentsia which has arisen during
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the past twenty-five years, It 1s different from tﬁe manifestations
of race consciousness in the colonial world, as for instance the
anti-white struggle in Kenya unfolding before us.

The ‘demand. for immedlate equality has been the cornerstone of
the NAACP, was the premise of the March-On-Washington Movement, of
the movement against discrimination in industry, on the job and in
the labor unions. Above all, it is the basis of the Negroes recogni-
tion and support of the CIO. ’

Thus in contrast to the Africans, where race consciousness
inevitably expresses nationalism, the primary expression of race con-
sciousness by Negroes in the U,S, is the demand for the right of
assimilation into American society. .

Race consciousness may take the form of race pride. In the
white population this is a viecious tool of reaction, for race pride
among whites is primarily the prejudice ané chauvinism of white
supremacy. But among Negroes, race pride may and usually does take
an extremely progressive course. For race pride is the Negroes*
consciousness of equality, and expresses itself in struggle against
the capitalist system of inequality, and may express itself in the
demand for the right to struggle jointly with white workers against
the bogsesj thus giving unionism an additional racial point of sup~
port,

Or this race consciousness may take the form of a sympathy with
the colonlal peoples who are also the victims of white supremacy,
though in a different form, This instinctive racial sympathy with
the darker—peoples of the colonial world by which American Negroes
strike back against their own racial oppression is in reality a great
déemonstration of internationalism, and a forerunner of the mutual
sympathy and understanding which will characterize the relations of
different peoples after capitalism has been destroyed. This inter-
nationalism is a great thorn in the side of imperialism.

Again, race consciousness may take the form of the vindication
of the history of the darker peoples, Under the stimulus of Negro
historians, African society, for so long expurgated from the official
‘history of the world, is revealed as an important source of all
modern civilization, All society advances scientifically and cul=-
turally by these discoveries and studies.

However, race pride among Negroes does not at all mean that they
want either to return to Africa or to found an independent nation
here in the U,S, It is rather another means by which Negroes justify
their demand for full equality in the United States.

Th e»t f Self-Deterininat

There are expressions of race consciousness other than in the
various phases of the struggle for equality. There is an expression
of Negro race consciousness, which has a - purely capitalist foundation,
in a small section of Negro businessmen who hold economic advantage
by maintaining a racial monopoly of certain commercial enterprises.

It is to the advantage of this small group to maintain the basic
features of segregation,
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Bookeér T. Washington expressed the needs of this social group
in his doctrine of acceptance of the Jim Crow system. . However, for
the mass of Negroes this doctrine has a different significance, It
provides a means by which individuals or groups may express a wil-
lingness to cease the struggle for equality and accommodate them~
selves to the requirements of the white ruling class,

\

Booker T. "aghington arpeared on the scene at the termination
of the Reconstruction, when the Negroes, having engaged in revolution-
ary struggle for thirty years, had met final defeat at the hands of
the Klan, His exhortation to the Negroes to humbly submit was
inspired by the master class, The Negroes accepted it, not because
it expressed in any way their inmediate desires or interests, but
because in defeat and isolation they had no alternative,

. Out of this isolation and defeat there finally emerged, after
thirty years, a militant movement of struggle against suppression:
the Universal Negro Improvement Association, led by Washington's
disciple, lMarcus Garvey, : ' ;

Garvey's was the only major movement in the whole history of the
Negro struggle since the Civil War which led a militant struggle
while accepting segregation., This organization disappeared as rapidly .
as it arose., It disappeared because of the sharp contradiction '
between a militant struggle and the acceptance of segregation.
Garvey's program of "Back to Africa," for the promotion of Negro
commercial enterprise, his acceptance of the Washington creed, were
inadequate for the forces which his movement unleashed. ’

In this respect the Garvey movement was a transition from the .
abject acceptance of segregation to the modern struggle for equality
which was made possible by.the emergence of the CI0O, As a transi-
tional movement it was transitory in its existence. The CIO, expres-
sing the interests of the most exploited industrial workers,
inevitably expressed the fundamental truth of the race question, that
the interests of the working class and of the Negro people are-
identical, not antagonistic, .

The fundamental content of the demand for full equality is the
right of assimilation into American society, The idea that this
primary expression of race consciousness will probably express
itself in the form of nationalism as the struggle unfolds id false.,
It is based upon the mechanical identification of the Negro question
in the United States with the national question in Europe and the
colonial world, ‘ '

The Communist Party has been the agent'of more confusion on.this.
question than any other.group in the country outside the outright
partisans of the southern system,

: After belaboring the Negroes unsuccessfully for eighteen years
with the proposal that they organize an independent nation in the
Cotton Belt, the Stalinists came to the conclusion in 1946 that the
Negroes weren't smart enough to see how wonderful this kind of segre-
gation would he. So, say the Stalinists, when the Negroes get
smartened up they will realize that they are really an independent
nation and demand self-determination and the Communist Party will
‘be vindicated. ' '
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This 1s a complete fantasy. This nation which the Stalinists
have dreamed up for the Negroes reminds me very much of the White
'Man's Heaven: a story taken from. the folklore of the slaves which
,features Jack, the immortal hero of this mythology.

The story says that one morning the Master related to Jack that
he had dreamed about the Negro's heaven., It was a miserable place,
dirty, sloppy, uncared for, and generally run down, Jack made little
comment about this dream, but the next morning informed the master
that he, too had had a dream, He dreamed of the White Man's heaven.
It was a marvelous place to behold, ‘Green grass, great buildings,
marble statues, fountains and pools and gardens, Everything spotless.
The ?ply peculiar thing was that there was nobody there,

That is the condition of the Stalinists' dream of a Negro nation.
It is equipped with boundary lines, an independent culture, a state
power, and all the attributes of nationalism, But there just isn't
anybody there, The Negroes will have nothing to do with it,

y In the comparison of the Negro movement with the nationalist
movements of Rurope, their differences are clearly revealed., In every
important case of national oppression in Europe in modern times,
assimilationism on the part of sectlions of the oppressed nation,
usually its wper classes, was the sign of accommodation to oppression.
Conversely, nationalism and the demand for self-determination was.

the expression of the struggle against oppression.

With the Negro movement it is the precise opposite, Historiecally
since the foundation of Abolitionism, every militant struggle against
oppression, with the single exception of the Garvey movemént, has
demanded the right of assimilation. The acceptance of separatism has
been characteristic of accommodation to oppression and renunciation
of struggle, The adoption of the separatist doctrine is the means by
‘which Negro leaders seek peace with the enemy.

A The Negro struggle arises from the position of Negroes in America,
not from that of the Poles in Czarist Russia, Polish nationalism
was the means by which the workers and peasants of Poland had to

begin the solution to their problems. DPut the various theories of
Negro’ na tionalism and the idea of self-determination for Negroes have
the effect of justifying the system of racial segregation, without -
which discrimination could not exist.

* * *

The Negro question is revealed as historically unique. This
flows from the unique "purity" of the race question ip the United
States, l)ilitant assimilationism under the slogan of Full Eguality
is the driving force of a movement which can be fulfilled only in the
struggle against capitalism and for socialism,

There are hypothetical historical circumstances under which,
however, the Negro movement might become transformed into a national
struggle, or a struggle for racial independence along national lines,-
As a matter of fact the separatism of both Washington and Garvey had
an embryonic nationalism which, if the 1solation of the Negroes from ;
the working class as a whole had been maintained in the form which it
existed in the 1920's, might have developed much further, ‘
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* leon Trotsky enumerated two such historical possibilities,
First: "Under condition that Japan invades the United States and
the Negroes are called upon to fight -~ they may come to feel them=-
selves threatened first from one side and then from the other, and
- finally awakened may say 'we have nothing to do with either of you.
We will have our own state,'"

‘Trotsky sald this in the period immediately preceding World
War II, It revealed his concern over the Negro question in the
United States,y and his insistence upon considering all variants of
the historical process. But this is now an historical impossibility,

Secondly, he said "There 1s another alternative to the success-
ful revolutionary one. It is possible that fascism will come to
power with its racial delirium and oppression and the reaction of
the Negro will be toward racial independence.. A 'privileged' condi-
tion will be created for the American white workers on the backs of
the Negroes," '

But Trotsky did not grant the defeat of the American workers by
Fascismy and neither do we. On the contrary, the Americen working
class in alliance with the Negroes has the power to overthrow the
rule of Wall Street and set up a workers government which will :
completely fulfill the needs of the Negro people for full equality.

As an oppressed racial minority having no homeland other than
the United States, the Negroes find driving force in their struggle
for emancipation in the demand for full equality: the right to
complete integration and assimilation into American life.

~ Revolutionary socialists stand squarely upon this program:
for immediate and unconditional economic, political and social
eguality. An important part of this stand is to reject and condemn
every proposal for the solution of the Negro question through racial
separation, whether it be the vicious segregationism of the bosses'
doctrine of "separate but equal' or the more subtle program of the
Communist Party for "self-determination" for the Negro people. Both

of these can only buttress the basic -socilal system of Jim Crow whose
main pillar of support 1s segregation,

We declare, however, with Trotsky that in the unlikely event that
history should take a different course than the victory of the revo-
lution in this epoch, and in consequence, the Negro movement might
be pushed back into isolation again, bringing forth the movement
for emanicpation along different lines, we will help the Negro people
to achieve this emancipation by whatever road they choose without
giving up our own basic program for immediate full equality.

6. The Cvestion of Preiudice

Now we must go over to the question of the nature of race pre=-
Judice and its role in the American system of race relations., The
American philosopher and pragmatist John Dewey has stated that
"anything that obscures the fundamentally moral rature of the social
problem is harmful..." Gunnar Myrdal, who edited an enormous book
on the Negro question for the Carnegie Foundation,. is a devout
follower of John Dewey, In this hook "An American Dilerma" he uses
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this idea as his guiding principle: that social problems are funda-
mentally moral in nature,

We are familiar with the application of this theory to other
fields, In the case of the exploitative evils of capitalism, it is
claimed that the exploitation of wage labor by capital results from
the greed of the capitalist, The inference is clear, therefore, that
as long as people are greedy, and they have always been so, exploi-
tation of man by man will continue,

Karl Farx proved conclusively, however, that it was not greed
but property relations which make it possible for exploitation to
eXiSto °

then applied to the Negro question, the theory of morality means
that the root of the problem of discrimination and white supremacy
is prejudice, This is the reigning theco»y of American liberalism and
is the means by which the capitalists throw the responsibility for
the Jim Crow system upon the population as a whole. If people weren't
prejudiced there would be no Negro problem. This contention is fun-
damentally false. ' : ‘

The position in which the Negro people are placed in U.S. society
is the direct result of the system of color slavery. Color prejudice
under slavery resulted from the degraded position of the Negro, The
Negro was virtually the entire southern working force and color pre-
judice reflected the degraded position of labor as a whole in society.
The greatest humiliation that white men in the 0ld South could under-
go was being forced to do productive labor,

In this society before the Civil War, discrimination thus had
the advantage of being appended to a peculiar and special mode of
production in which servile labor appears natural, and is in fact the
basic labor of society.

The Garrisonians claimed that slavery was only a moral question,
And while their militant actions were in violation of this concept,
they maintained that all that was necessary was to show that it was
morally wrong and slavery would cease to exist., But the Garrisonians
were wrong., DBecause slavery was a matter of a social system, a moce
of production, tremendous wealth amassed by its ruling class, and
state power to protect it. They were also proven wrong by history,
where war and revolution, not moral suasion, were necessary to end
slavery.

\

Now, we know from a study of the history of capitalist develop-
ment throughout the world that one of the important aspects of the
emergence of capitalism is the creation of the free lahor market,
where the laborer has nothing but his labor power to selly and may go
and come through the country in search of a buyer for this commodity.

However, the triumph of capitalism in the South brought not the
free labor market, but the adaptation of the plantation system of
color discrimination and compulsory labor to capitalist property rela-
tions. In this contradiction between the tendency of capitalism to
operate with a free labor market and the reality of semi-slave lahor,
all the weird social relations and prejudices which originated under
slavery were intensified by the victory of capitalism,
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Prejudice is not the cause of discrimination, as the liberals
claim, but is the product of the reciprocal relation between discrimi-
nation and segregation. At the foundation of the southern system are
the great economic, political and social advantages which capitalism
derives from color exploitation, and the advantages accruing to a
small white middle class, The principal prop of this system of dis-
crimination is segregation, %ithout segregation the racial division
of American society is meaningless and withers away., Segregation 1s
maintained basically not by prejudice but by force and violence and
the legal structure of the South,

Prejudice is the product of this complex social relation, But
although it 1s directed immediately against the Negro, its object 1is
the working class as a whole, Through discrimination and segregation,
Negro labor 1is degraded and its wage falls to the bare subsistence
level, But this sets the pattern and controls the conditions of
labor as a whole,

Color prejudice thus reflects both prejudice against labor as a
whole and the degradation of the southern worker. In the South white
labor is disfranchised along with Negro labor and the standard of
living of the white sharecropper or factory hand is little better
than that of the Negro.

» Discrimination and prejudice in the rest of the United States
derives directly from the southern systemy feeds upon it, and like
raclal discrimination throughout the world is completely dependent
upon it. The capitalist class adapts to its needs the fundamental
features of the southern system. In every possible way it perpetuates
the division of the working class by establishing throughout the
entire nation the basic reciprocal relations between discrimination,
_segregation and prejudice which are so successful in the South,

Discrimination within the working class itself is due to the
adaptation of the labor aristocracy to the southern system as a means
of preserving craft and bureaucratic privileges in industry and in
the union movement, But in the North and *est the bhasic social sys-
tem of the South and its heritage from the past are missing., There-
fore 1In these regions the Jim Crow system tends to break down under
the forces generating working class solidaritye.

The basic indentity of interest of the industrial working class
and the Negro people is revealed in the alliance between the Negroes -
and the white workers in the CIO, Craft unionism with few exceptions
was 1ily white during the 1920's. The emergence of the CI0 was test’-
mony that unionism in the mass production industries canrnot exist ‘
upon either a craft or racial foundation,

But since discrimination in the North and West derive from the
southern system, it will never be eliminated until the southern
system 1s uprooted and destroyed. Similarly with prejudice. Educa=-
tion against prejudice has its importance in the Negro struggle. PEut
only the destruction of the economic and social foundation upcn which
prejudice is built will eliminate it, This will be accomplished only
by the Socialist revolution,
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he N Struggle, Capita Politics and the labor Moveme

I believe that I have already demonstrated how completely inte-
grated the Jim Crow system is with American capitalist production and
its political superstructure. Nevertheless even after agreeing with
many or even most or all of these facts there are still some who
cling tenaciously to the false idea that in some way or another there
is room for considerable progress towards the solution of the problem
of racial discrimination within the framework of the capitalist
parties. :

: The police state of the South is administered by the Bourbons

through the Democratic Party machinery under the protection of the

national government., But it must be remembered that if it was the.
Democratic Party which created the semi-fascist southern system, it
was the Republican Party which valuntarily turned the South over to
the Klan, _ '

The Democratsy it is true, are the main upholders of white
supremacy. But it was the Republican Party which, during its purge
of the Black Republicans during the 1£90's caused the coining of the
epithet "1lily white." o :

The so-called struggle between the Republicans and Democrats in
the South is essentially a struggle between two capitalist political
cliques for the allegiance of the most reactionary section of
southern political society, the Dixiecrats, Whatever the ups and
downs of this .struggle, the basic political structure will remain
~intact until the working class, jointly with the Negro people, van- .
‘quishes and destroys the Republican-Democratic dictatorship.

One of the main struggles of the Negro movement in the South sirice
World War II has been directed toward.achieving the right to vote.
- This has had some success., However, it would be a mistake to assume
that the mere addition of an increasingly larger number of Negroes
to the voters list will materially change social conditions in the
South, Votes don't determine or control anything of great importance
in the South,

The battle for the vote is an absolutely necessary part of the
Negro struggle in the South, But as long as it finds expression
merely in the right to support one or another wing of the ruling
Bourbon dictatorship,.1ts scope is extremely limited, and it will
change nothing essential, '

There 1s no progressive tendency in the reactionary southern
dictatorship. The Bourbons enjoy sending their "liberals" to Con=
gress as'a malicious joke on the nation. But at home they are united
on the funamental questions, To the Negroes' demand for equality
they unanimously reply with the doctrine of "separate but equal," for
they well know that there is no equality with segregation,

The effectiveness of the struggle for the right to vote in the
South will remain limited -until it is coupled with the struggle for
the right of the southern workers to establish their own independent
pir;{ of labor with no compromise on the basic question of civil
rig Se : )
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However, equality is not enough, either in the North or South,
The Negro has the right to ask: "What is it to be equal to the under-
nourished white sharecropper in South Carolina? What is it to be
equal in the disease-infested slums of Detroit?"

- Southern workers are the victims not only of the racial division
of society which intensifies capitalist exploitation. They are also
oppressed by an historically outmoded system of land tenure, South-
ern agriculture is still suffering from the inability of the Civil
War and Reconstruction to break up the landed estates of the slave-~
owners. Along with the demand for full civil rights must come the
demand to destroy the plantation system, and an end to tenancy and
sharecropping through the nationalization of the land, The national-
ized land must be divided among those who work it and operated either
as independent diversified farms or as state-operated industrial
farms controlled by the workers. In this respect the problems of
plantation labor in the United States are hardly less severe than
they are in India,

In the North and VWest, equality of Negroes as wage workers can
never become a reality under capitalism, For capitalism is a system
of scarcity, and the Negroes, the last to be hired by modern indus-
try, will continue to be the first victims of the periodic spasms of
unemployment which characterize capitalist production,

What would equality bring to the Negro middle class at a time
monopoly capital is squeezing out the white middle class? A hundred
years ago 1t would have had meaning, But today equality, even if
possible under capitalism, which it is not, would be only the equality.
of destitution which is the future of the middle class of the United
Statese,

Each of these examples demonstrates that discrimination against
Negroes in the United States is so ingrained in the social structure
that only complete destruction of capitalism can lay the foundation
for the solution of the Negro questione.

* * *

A hundred years ago Karl Marx, in urging the American workers
to support the struggle of the slaves for emancipation, and to sup-
port the Northern cause in the civil war, proclaimed the fcllowing
truth: "Lsbor with a white skin cannot be free so long as labor with
a black skin 1is branded." This is just as true today in the mocern
context of raclal discrimination as it was during the struggle
against slavery,

At each point, the fundamental interests of the industrial
working class and of the Negro people are tied together. At no point
i1s this revealed more strongly than in the problems of unionism,

Working class solidarity is a mighty antidote to race prejudice.
Without the overthrow of prejudice unionism itself is always in
danger. This is demonstrated in the great struggles against the
giant corporations of auto, rubter, steel, Here the working class
was forced, in spite of prejudice, to present a united front to the
employers or meet sure defeat, This action was the beginning of the
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ovefthrow of racé prejudice, just as it was the beginning of indus-
trial unionism,

But this is also demonstrated in the heart of the South where
unionism in Birmingham, through the agency of the coal miners and
steelworkers, has thrust an imposing salient into the semi-fascist
Eourbon empire,

The street-car conductors of Birmingham are one of the groups
whose function it is to maintain the traditions of segregation. In
the turbulence of Birmingham, which is just an overgrown U.,S. steel
"company town" in many respects, the street-car conductors are armed,
or at least they used to be, It was common to shoot scores of
Negroes every year to maintain segregation on the cars,

But during the period of the organization of the utilities, one
day six Negro powerhouse workers struck against injustice, and within
two hours every single street car was idle due to the action of
solidarity of the white street-car crews with the six Negroes. This
action illustrates the way that capitalist exploitation levels out
the working class until finally the workers begin to shed even their
race prejudice in the interest of class solidarity.

If industrial unionism could not exist upon a racial basis,
neither can it be maintained on a regional basis. The low.wages of
the South are a constant pressure upon all unions throughout the

country. Furthermore, the Bourbon dictatorship is the most consis-

tent and steadfast of all the sources of anti-=labor reaction in

“the country.

The central role of the southern Democrats in all the anti-
labor legislation in Congress through the years is too well known
to require comment. a

During times of economic stability the pressure of the southern’
reaction may take only the form of undermining and limiting the
labor movement, But in times of social crisis it can become the
backbone of a great reactionary movement,

The open-shop Jim Crow South is therefore lifted as a Sword of
Damocles over the head of the labor movement., But the example of the
city of Birmingham proves that it is by no means impossible to
organize in the South, :

Nevertheless, the CIO has failed in all its major attempts.
This can only be explained by the limitations of the program of the
union bureaucracy. _ :

The organization of a labor movement in the South among the |
basic industrial and agricultural workers there must take its .point
of departure from a break with capitalist politics and capitalist
parties., It must recognize that a whole social system must be over=-
thrown before democracy and unionism will be possible., A social
system involving a privileged middle class which, though weakened by
capitalist development, is still the dominant social force, involving
an archaic land tenure, and a semi-fascist police state,
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As adherents of tﬁe Democratic Party and partners of American
big business the union bureaucrats operate as partisans of the
Bourbon party of the South regardless of their wishes in the matter,

8. Socialism and the End of the Race System

In concluding, I want to summarize my thesis on the question of
racial discrimination in the struggle for equality.

The racial division of society was born with capitalism and will
die only with the death of this last system of exploitation. Before
capitalism there was no race concept. There was no skin color ex-
ploitation, there was no race prejudice, there was no ldea of superi-
ority and inferiority based upon physical characteristics.

It was the advent of Negro chattel slavery in the Western
hemisphere which first divided society into races. In a measure the
whole supremacy of western capitalism is founded upon this modern
chattel slavery, The primary accumulation of capital which was the
foundation of the industrial revolution was accrued largely from
the slave trade, :

The products of the slave system in the early colonies formed
the backbone of European mercantilism and the raw materials for
industrial capitalism, The three-cornered trade by pious New England
merchants, consisting of rum, slaves, and sugar cane was the founda-
tion of American commerce. Thus Negro slavery was the pivotal point
upon which the foundations of the U.,S. national economy were hinged,

As the last surviving slave system in the modern world, U.S.
Negro slavery in the first half of the 19th century was a world-wide
center of reaction. The myth of racial superiority based upon skin
color was adopted by the western imperialists as a means of stabilized
colonial rule. They have never failed to justify their practices
in the colonies by reference to the American system, The American
plantation system was transported to India and was introduced by
American slave drivers, Attempts of the British to introduce the
color concept into the castes of India made constant reference to
the American system of white superiority,.

Having become the imperialist leader of the capitalist world,
the U.S. exports race prejudice as naturally as it does death and
destruction to the colonial world. Europe was virtually free of
color prejudice until the white American army began its indoctrina-
tion of the "American Way,.,"

There 1s hardly a soldier, sailor or seaman who went through the
campaign for the Solomon Islands who will every forget his first
entrance into the harbor at Tulagi after it was established as the
principal P. T. base in the islands, As the ship slowly winds its
way through the inlets and channels leading to Tulagi, surrounded
by a beautiful and idyllic jungle, all at once a gigantic and shock-
ing sign looms into sight. A sign twice or even three times the size
of an ordinary roadside billboaré, as I remember it,

. A black background with enormous white letters. The sign
screamed the Jjingoism of World War II: "Admiral Halsey says: 'Kill
Japs! Kill Japs! Kill more Japs! If you do your work well you will
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‘help to kill more of the 1little yellow bastardsi"

And in this way a little spot of the U.S.A. was carved out of
the jungle, and the GIs knew they were at homej with the Ku Klux Klan
and the fiery cross and the black and white symbols, And this is
only one of the many ways that they were never permitted to forget
that they were fighting for the restoration of white supremacy in
Asia, regardless of the humanitarian talk from the “hite House,

In the Korean war the wholesale destruction and massacre of
civilians gave the world a foretaste of the ruthless contempt that
the American rulers hold for the darker people of the colonial world.
The introduction of "Luke the Gook's Castle" into official military
and journalistic geography attests to the persistence with which the
U.S. military spreads '"the miasma of race prejudice," as Trotsky

called 1it.

But if the United States spreads race prejudice it also provokes
a reaction against it. Throughout Europe the U.S. hclds capitalism
together in defiance of the wishes of the overwhelming majority of its
people. The European peoples have no intention of becoming the
battle ground for World War III, Their justified suspicion of Yankee
imperialism 1s expressed, in part, by their refusal to accept the
doctrine of white supremacy and their demonstrative acceptance of
American Negroes on the basis of equality, '

In Asiay if the doctrine of race is necessary to maintain a
large military force intact, it also stimulates and fortifiles the
determination of all Asian peoples to struggle against imperialist
donmination. The great Chinese revolution emerges in this respect
as a body blow to the whole system of white supremacy., ’

The "Negro Question" in the United States exists because of the
failure of the capitalist class to solve the most elementary problems
of the democratic revolution in the South: the problems of land
tenure and democratic rights, Thereby it has left the social heritage
of color slavery intact as a malignant feature of social life.

But capitalism, even in the southern United States, has created
the conditions necessary for its own destruction, It has disrupted
the old agrarian pattern, undermined the privileged white middle
class, thus weakening the whole fabric of social repression. It has
created great industries, proletarianizing white, urbanizing black,
This process has centralized the Negro community in positions of
great strategic advantage in large city communities, whereas before
they were dispersed over the country side, Capitalism has likewise
created the conditions for the overthrow of race prejudice by
working class solidarity.

It falls upon the shoulders of the vroletarian revolution, in
which the American workers will join together with the Negro people
in the abolition of capitalism, to uproot the Jim Crow system, It
is our task to build the party to lead that revolution: the Socialist
Workers Party.,



