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TRADE UNION POLICY

By Raymond Rice

NeCoe = SeWePs: Detroit, June 26, 1942

Dear Comrades,

I submit for yeur consideration and for the party pre-con-
vention discussion my objections to the false and conservative
trade union policy advocated by Comrade Dobbse in his letter to all
party branches, dated June 2, 1942, I protest as well against the
misleading account of my union work and the exaggerated dangers with

which he alarms the party.

The Dobbs lettar 1s designed to influence the party comrades
against meking any segious defense of the workers' standards. It
{nvents an ultra-left danger in our union work. The letter ignores
completsly the real danger which 1ies in the opportunist tendencies
developing throughout the party. Comrade Dobbs wrote:

Conditions clearly indicate that the masses are
not ip makion. . o When the workers are not on
the offemsive the top union officials are bolder
than ever in their moves to crush every opposition
tendency. o » We do not have to rise up against
every incerrect proposal that is made., We should
in general take only such steps in this direction
as are necessary to show that we do not support
measures which are against the best interests of
the workers, Even in this case, we must do only
what can be done without jeopardizing our positions

in the unione « o

How can Comrade Dobbs say, "the masses are not in motion," in the
face of a wave of strikes throughout the country? True, the big-
gest industrial establishments are not involved in great offensive
actionse From the limited reports available the strikes occur over
resistance to speed-up, firing of union militants, refusals of
bosses to deal with union committees, and in many cases oveor wage
increasese Many of the strikes and stoppages of these last few
months have resulted in clear-cut victorles for the workerss for
example the southern Imdiana miners stayed out four wceks to win
40¢ a day increase. Some cases were reforred to tho government
agencles for settlement; the docisions rondered will be part of

the political education of the working classes Tho majority of

the strikos were defenalve in character and were causcd by attacks
of the bossess they oceurred in splte of tho pressure and interveon=-
tion of the bureaucratse We may rest assured that the capltallst
class will continue its attacks on the workers who will continue

to fight back. In this country as in France we may cxpect the
ruling class and its lackeys, the Stalinists and labor fakers of

all kinds to label tho struggling workers, "Irotskyitoss"
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Our experience has clearly shown that the party gains in
prestige and membership because of participation in the class strug-
gle. In the fight against Jim Crowism our comrades in different
parts of the country have had occasion to support the fight of our
Negro union brothers; and were able to defeat the conservative and
reactionary elementse As a result the party recruited some good
fighting Negro workers, The party must continue this policy
whorever our comrades are in a position to undertake the struggle.
We must not deceive ourselves: in the fight against Jim Crowism our

people will be exposed to the attacks of the reactionaries. It is
the labor fakerse

a certainty that we will not have the support of
Tt must also be recognized that we cannot participdte in this fight

"without jeopardizing our positions in the unionse

Some of our comrades have been jnfluential in the struggle
against the cuts in overtime pay. As a result of this fight we
have made powerful enemies, but we have made friends and found allles
among the best and most militant elementse Our militant comrades
did not follow the policy proposed by the Dobbs lettere. Nor did
they follow the advice of Comrade Warde, & new-comer to Detroit as
well as to the union movement, who insists that "o must be careful

not to provoke the unign bureaucratse” We did in these cases follow
the policy endorsed by the party trade union resolution and the
nt to point out that within the

branch. Perhaps it would be pertine
1ast two months 60% of our auto comrades in Detroit have been en-

gaged in strikes, stoppages, or class struggle fights to defend the
union. We also have comrades who interpret party policy along the
lines of the new N.C. policy and although claiming to have thelr
Tocals " in the palms of our hands" nevertheless avoid all fight on
the big issues before the unione These comrades take refuge in
"obstentionism" and 1f they don't participate in the fight against
the labor agents of the bosses, at least they hold their jobs and
postse Such a policy reflects the pressure on our ranks of enemy
class forces and must be condemned by the party as opportunistic
through and throughe Coupled with the opportunistic policy of ab-
ctention from struggle is the tendency among sSome of our comrades

to enter into unprincipled combinationism and watering down of our.
union programe. The party has only recently made a beginning in the
fight against this old danger and wo must cxpoct opportunist mani-
festations to crop up in our ranks becausc of the greatly increased
pressure of our enemiose. It must be made clear to the party that in
this period we will be in sharp conflict with the bosses, their
state, and their labor agents. Our comrades must learn to carry on
the struggle with considerable cautlon if we are to roduce victimiza-
tion of union militants and our own pcople to & minimum. It behoovos
us to acquaint tho party with the mothods of struggle used in the
unions a few decados backe Then the left wing eloments successfully
carried on their strugglc under very difficult circumstances by cx-
tgnsive use of internal union printed discussions issued by progrcs-
sive groupss Despite porsccutlons and victimization a gonuinec loft
wing movemont devoloped for cxample in the A.F. of L. unions of the
1920's. Tho progressive forces of that day rallied around the Com-
munist lcadorship and won dominant influence over many local and

a few international unionse
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The struggles of the workers will continue and involve ever
larger numbers of workers despite the pressure of the bosses, their
agents, and the war, We must support these struggles and must par-
ticipate in them because our party is rooted in the working class,
Its interests are our interests. We must expect, and cannot entire-
1y avoid attack. In this fight we will be the best defenders of
the unions; we must bes It is a pre-requisite if we are to be the
center around which the genuine class’ struggle milltants form them-
selveses From participation in the struggle we will grow desplte
inevitable persecutions, We must avoid endorsing opportunist poli-
cies by taking the stard‘of M"abstentionists™ in the name of "pre-
serving ourselves for the revolutione" It 1s impermissable that
now as we are entering a period of politicalization of the masses,
of the real beginnings of the struggles of contending class forces,
we, the political party of the working class == withdraw from the
areng.

"The struggle in the trade unions 1s essentially a

struggle for influence over the working classe

Despite the tendency towards degeneration of the

trade unions and their 'growing together' with

the imperialist state, our work within the trade

unions becomes even more important than before.

For the trade unions remain the main arena in

which the revolutionist can contend with the agents

of the bourgeoisie for the leadership of the worklng

classe The agents of the bourgeoisie cannot but

appear henceforth as exponents of state domination

of the unions and opponents of trade union democracy.

We become the banner bearers for the freedom of the

unions and for workers democracy within the unions,

Precisely because monopoly capitalism 1s less and

less willing to reconcile itself to the independence

of trade unlons, the labor agents of monopoly capi-

tallism will become less and less able to maintaln

their influence over the great masses in the unlons.

That is why we shall succeed in proving our right

‘to tho leadership of the trade unions as the defond-

ers of trade union independence and trade union democ~-

racy." o
So we wrote in the last trade union resolution adopted Octe. 1941,
We must not abandon that policys

" Ly o o Ly

A few words about "the case of Comrade Rice«"™ Comrade Dobbs
wrote, "His resolution brought prompt counter-action, The company
fired him and is prepared with a red-bailting defense of its action."
From whom did Comrade Dobbs get that story? Not from mes The com-
pany fired me for the same reason any boss fires any militant union
mane More, the company called the FBI which was ready to make a
pinch, and the bureau investigated at least one other bargaining
committee membere The reason we did not have a strike to re-instate
me (although there were two stoppages demanding my re-instatement)
was largely due to the attitude of the bureaucracy towards the local
union and the party. The fact of the matter 1s that for four months




the corporation had employed a lawyer to prepare statements from
company stooges charging me with interference with production. The
International union organizers were approached by the company many
times with proposals to get rid of me within the year preceding my
discharge. The story that the company was prepared with a red-bait-
ing campaign couldn't have been a factor; the company had already
158t that battle. Company stooges had conducted a full-time two-
week election campaign on one issue alone: my relationship to the
0ld Man in Mexico, information acquired from the press and noted by
the trade union bureaucrats because they knew mee. Decspite the cam-
paign I was elected chairman of the bargaining committee with the

highest vote given to any candldates

"Our trade union work is now in the

propaganda stage;™ and "He {ntroduced a resolution in the local union
calling for the government to take over the plant and turn it over

to the workors to eperateos" Comrade Dobbs, apparently, is determin-
ed to crearte the rossion that I introduced a pollitical resolution
"in a premature ousburst of militancy." Comrade Dobbs has befere
him a copy of <the resolution or an adequate aceount of its contents.
Tt covers more than the point he montions, namoly preparation for
a strike because of serious violations of the contracte It calls
upon tho International union for aid; it statcs that the membership
is prepared to dofend 1ts contractual rights covering wages, back

ay, superivision working in violation of agrecemont of contraet, otce
he political point sorved as the basis for a more extensive politi-
cal discussion at thp union meoting and the ontiro resolution was
apptauded and unanimously carried by the workers. That's propaganda.

The Dobbs letter says,

In gonclusion, the policy I pursued in the auto union was
correct and subject to the approval of the party branch either be-
fore an action (where it was possible) or afterwardss There was
never one single wdrd of disagreement by any comrade with the policy
in my local union; that policy established the local and raised
wages 26 to 28 cents per hours The resolution of the local pre=-
sented to the CIO convention expressed the sentiments of the local
membership who were acquainted with those policies through many
previous discussions. Both resolutions were known to quite a num-
ber of leading party ocomrades (among them the control commission)
not one of whom objected to raising the political issue 1n the
specific lotal unione. Raising the resolution had nothing to do
with my being discharged. The discharge stuck because the forces
opposed to the unlon were too strong for us to fight successfully

at the times

The only way to avoid risks is not to fight against the
boss in the first place. Capitulators of all kinds operate under
the delusion that they can avoid their fate. Bolsheviks fight on

the basis of class program.

~

June 26, 1942,
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REALISM IN TRADE UNION WORK

By Farrell Dobbs

The first requirement for a realistic approach to our mass
work 1s a clear understanding of the present political conditions,
The party must accurately evaluate the relation of forces with the
class enemy. Only then can we properly determine our tactical steps
for this period. We must know what we are up against and what for-
ces we have at our disposal. At present the full weight of reaction
bears down heavily upon the small group of revolutionary militants
in the unions, throwing the scales way over to the advantage of the
bourgeoisie and placing the militants in a most vulnerable position.
This must be clearly understood by every comrade if we are to ward
off premature tests of strength and avold unnecessary sacrifices.

Fully conscious of the problem, the National Committee has
sought to avail itself of every opportunity to acquaint the party
membership with its appraisal of the situation, One of the mediums
used has been the circulation of letters to the branches dealing
with concrete examples based on the experiences of the comrades in
the fields These letters were written not for the purpose of cen-
suring any of the comrades involved, but to present an objective
appralisal of the comrades' experiences for the benefit of the entire
party memberships This has always been an important method of edu-
cation in our party.

One of these ¢ircular letters, issued June 2, 1942, dealt
with the experience of Comrade Rice, who was fired from his joéb
after introducing a radical resolution in his union., Comrade Rice
has sent in a discussion article, dated June 26, 1942, in which he
objects to the "false and conservative™ trade union tactics advoca=
ted 1n the above-mentioned letter and protests the "exeggerated
dangers with which he (Dobbs) alarms the party,"

Comrade Rice domands to know how we can say the masses are
not in motion "in the face of a wave of strikes throughout the
countrys" He lists somo of the issues involved in the strikes
which have occurred rccontly and anchors this point to the strike
of the southern Indiana miners as an cxample of the victoricse
Whoro the scttlement has been reforred to a government agonecy, he
points out, it will be part of the political education of the
workerse Most of the strikes, he adds, occurrcd in spite of tho
pressurc and interventlon of the union burcaucrats. All he has
proven hero 1s that there havo bcen some strikes, a fact which no
onc will disputce. It can be shown that Comradc Ricc is mercly paint-
ing into this plcture the mistaken ideca that therc are masses now
in motion. '

There has boon an increcase in the number of strikes cach
month during thc first half of 1942. However, they continue to
occur as isolated flareups with a rclatively small numbor of workers
involveds Most of these strikes have bcen short-lived, with the
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; nt and the union officialdom moving in quickly to get thgm
?ggiggmgff. It is true that a few were fought out and WOEE' ézwls
also a fact thatyseveralewere broken (the Budd strike of e V

in Philadelphla, for example). These isolated actions, incgea§%gg

in number, clearly indicate that the workers are not content wit
things as they are -- and we know that conditions will grow wgrse ,
for them. Nevertheless, it would be wishful thinking, and i kanger-
ous premise on which to base our tactics, if we were to mis %ie

this symptom, healthy as it 1s, for the real thinge. Mass ag on .
on a scale sufficient to shift the present unfavorable relation o

foroces 1s not yet heree.

The workers are still quite securely fettered in the trade
unions. They are bound hand and foot by thelr support of the war
and their acceptance of Roosevelt'!s leadership. The union offic-
ials are helping to draw these chains tightere Strike control
continues to remain quite firmly in the hands of Roosevelt and his
lackeys in the union hierarchy. It 1s not philanthropy which has
led the War Labor Board to include the so-called unlon security
clauses in 1ts decisions. Roosevelt feels safér with the workers
inside the unions, as they are now constituted, than he would 1if
the workers were outside the unions and therefore less regimented

by the traitors in their own ranks.

The recent WLB decision in Little Steel and 1ts acceptance
by the policy committee of the United Steel Workers has further
strengthened Roosevelt's hand., The wage issue in steel could have
marked a turning point toward a collision of strong union forces
with the government. Instead the workers were betrayed once again
by their leadershipe. The apprehension and the uneasiness seems to
be growing in the union ranks, but thc general attitude 1is still
one of watchful waiting. “Tho masses are not yet im motion.

"True, the biggest industrial establishments are not involved
in great offensive actiens," Comrade Rico admits. But this does not
daunt him -- he has a handy substitutel "The capitalist class,"
he writes, "will continue its attacks on the workors who will con-
tinue to fight backe. « « Tho struggles of the workors will contlnue
and involve ever larger numbers of workers desplte the pressure of
the bosses, their agents and the war." What ho is attempting hore
is to substitute the future for the inadequacles of the present,
Surely wo all have sufficient revolutionary confidence in the work-
ing class to agree that sooner or later the masses will fight, and
we aro Marxists enough to know that the capitalist class will con-
tinuo its attacks on tho workers, But the question becfore us is
this: What 1s the situation right now and what can we.,do about 1t?

Comrade Rice says we must support these struggles. He reminds
us that it 1s impermissable for our party to "withdraw from the
arena.” We won't withdraw. Neither do we intend to push our indi-
vidual militants in the unions into premature actions which would
enzble the bosses and the labor bureaucrats to get rid of them
before things have really begun to movee We will support the mass
actions of the workers. But we won't deluds ourselves into seeing
rising revolt 1n every sporadic outburst of small scale struggle.
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"Ride to the sound of the gunsi" This audacious military
tactic laid down by Murat is a parallel to the directive Comrade
Rice would issue to the party. However, Napoleon's famous marshal
referred to the cannonade of mass battle. He did not wear down his
forces by rushing them headlong into every skirmish that broke out
during the preliminary:stages.of the conflict. Any general who 1is
_worth his salt knows thal if the best troops are sacrificed in the
first brushes with the enemy the situation will be extremely diffi-

cult when the main action begins.

"It must be made clear to the party," says Comrade Rice,
"that in this period we will be in sharp conflict with the bosses,
their state and thelr labor agents," He demands that we guarantee
this "sharp conflict" by rushing into action wherever we see 2
group of workers momentarily in motion.. "we must oxpect, and can-
not entirely avoid attack," we are told. Therefore, 1t seems, wo
must precipitate the battle regardless of the presont relation of
forcese The whole tenor of Comradg Rico's policy is to substitute
tho action of the party, leading a¥ most only isolated groups of
workers, for the action of the massess

We do go ahead of the masscs with thoughts, ldeas and propa-
ganda, This is what we do in our presse. This 1s what the comrades
do in their individual discussidns with contacts. We don't adapt
ourselves to the status-quo and the backwardness and the projudicese.
We seek to recruit now members into the party and to ralso the gen-
eral lovel of political understanding in the party as a whole.

This is how we build up our Trotskyist cadres and prepare them for
the groat battles ahead.

But we don't act without the masses. We don't substitute
for theme Nor do we try to push them when they are not ready.
We are confronted by powerful enemies. They would be only too
glad for a chance to cut us off from the masses. If we were to act
Jike Blanquist adventurers that is what would happen. We propagan-
dize. We agitate. But we wait for the massess

Comrade Rice tries to find confirmation for his polié¢y in
the role of our comrades in the fight against Jim Crowism and the
resistance to cuts in overtime paye "our militant comrades," he
says, "did not follow the policy proposed by the Dobbs letter."
This is pure formalism. Both of these cases are exceptions to the
general situation and even then they have limitations as opportur-

1ties for strugglee.

The Negro masses are in motion in the fight against racilal
discrimination. The trade union movement, especially the CIO,
gives at least formal support to the principle of racial equallty.
The Roosevelt administration cannot suppress thls struggle by the
samo methods it uses against the trade union workers generallye.
These .circumstances present opportunities for our comrades to par-
ticipate in and sometimes lead the struggles of the Negro workerss
A complicating factor 1s the anti-Negro prejudice still qulte
prevalent among the white workers, which 1s constantly played upon
by the forces of reaction. This 1s not a determining factor in
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developing our tactics on this question, but it dictates certain
practical considerations which we shall not attempt to examine here,.

The second example cited is the fight in the UAW against
giving up overtime pay. The auto union is the most democratic of
the big CIO unions. The officialdom cannot run things in the cus-
tomary manner of the union bureaucrat. There are more frequent
opportunities for opposition to the policies of the top leadership,
This situation manifested itself on the overtime question in the
fight of a small minority against the capitulation at the UAW
Petroit conference and- the subsequent resistance of a few local
unions to the sacrifice of the overtime pay. But these events do
not prove that the mass of the auto workers are in motion. 1In
fact, the great mass of the auto workers remained inactive and
made no fight on the issue, If the comrades forget this fact and

attempt to carry the overtime fight too far it may lead to serious
consequences for them,

Comrade Rice does not seem to understand that the examples
he has used represent exceptions to the general state of the mass
movemente He links them to his mistaken conception of the signi-
ficance of the recent strikes and concludes that the party must
go all-out for actions This 1s our bounden duty, he tells us,
because "our party is rooted in the working class." Once again --
formalisml{ We are rooted in the working class 2deologicall
through our program. . But physically wo have only a very small toe-
holde The big job of getting a mass base in the ranks of the
workers 1s yot beforec us. We are a small minority party, equipped
with a well trained basic cadre, but seriously lacking in numbers.
We cannot afford either foolishiy to disrogard the present strength
of our.enomies or needlessly to holp thom cut us off from the
massess We must be on guard against adventurlstic tactics which
can ultimately lead only to i1soclation from the masses or adaptation
to the war programe That 1s why we have been sonding out the
branch circulars on trade union work, including tho criticism of
the conduct of Comrade Rice to which he has taken exception.

He contends we have given a misleading account of his union
works The essentlal facts we presented are confirmed by him, but
he takes issue with us ofi the interpretation of the process which
led %0 his discharge. Let us take up Comrade Rice's review and
analyalss A previous red-baiting campalgn had been conducted
aga:ngt hime The company had many times asked the International
Unlon tc get rid of him and had employed a lawyer to prepare
charges that he was interfering with production. The resolution
he introduced in the union under these conditions celled for the
govermment to take over the plant and turn 1t over to the workers
to operctes The resolution, Comrade Rice emphasizes, covered more
than thiz point -~ "namely, preparation for a strike." The reso-
lutior. wep applauded and unanimously carried by the workers after
a politlcil discussion at the union meetinge "That's propagends "
we are told, "Raising the resolution had nothing to do with my

. being discharged,™ he writese ™The discharge stuck because the
forces opposed to the union were too strong for us to fight
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successfully at the time." We can agree that it was not the reso-
1ution alone which led to his discharge. He was already under
heavy attack and when he introduced the resolution he simply gave
his opponents the opportunity they had been seeking. The discharge
stuck because the forces opposing the union were too strong. This
attempt to refute our criticism succeeds only in doubly confirming

everything we sald.

Fresh from this experience, out of which he apparently
learned nothing, Comrade Rice attacks the "new N.C. policy" as one
of "absentionisme® The National Committee 1s not advocating a
"new" policy. We are merely seeking to adjust our tactics in
mass work to the requirements of the present situation, This is
the method our party has always followed, and the extent of our
mass contacts viewed in proportion to the size of the party testi-
fies to the correctness of the methods This is not a policy of
";hstentionism." It is simply ono of caution and preparation to
make our action, when we take it, really effectives Wc are try-
ing to avold suicidal individual acts which could only isolate
the comrades from the masscs under the givon conditions.

The National Committea is closely supervising and calling
for caution, but no one must get the idoa we want to hold back
from real action or suspend activitys Nor must it bo thought that
this represents conservatism on the part of the leadcrship. We
don't countenance any kind of opportunist adaptation to the war
programe Wo arc even more against this than wo are against pre-
cipitato action., Tho latter can bo corrected but adaptation to
the war sontiment is somcthing far moroc serious. Thc one 1s a
mistake in tactics, the other a mistake in principloe.

Right now wo ask the comrades to just be patlent. When the
time comes that the masses are ready to move, the leadership of the
party won't be in their way. We will De calling on the fractlons
to get busy, to take all the necessary personal risks and to be
out in front leading the fight. We are just trying to prevent the
comrades from wasting themselves now when it 1s not the time for
actione Otherwise it would be impossible to function when the real
opportunity comes.

We don't promise to avoid casualties. That is impossible.
We are trying to reduce them to a minimum, especially in the early
stageses We hope to have no capitulations either, but there may be
a few here and theree The party leaders will not set that kind
of an example. Nor will they lecave the comrades without advices
A1l possible assistance will be glven to the comrades in thelr
complicated situations.

A question which disturbs many comrades is: How can wo
keep the record clear if we don't take a positlon in tho union
on every important quostion, espoclally those directly connected
with the union? The answer is: It 1s unnecessary and impossible
for each individual momber to be a walking political party. Wo
mako @ division of labor betwgon the party and the party prcss on
the ono hand and the party mcmber in the union on the othere Tho
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individual member 1n the union lacks the freedom of the party
because of his economic position. If he makes some untactful
expression or move, he can be thrown out of the factory and the
union in a minute. The party is not under such restraint. There-
fore, we work out a division of labor. The party speaks for the
jndividual union member, The party says what he leaves unsalde

He doesn't make a complete record nimself, and he doesn't need

to because the party makes it for hime The individnal member

need not worry if he leaves much unsaid, Thereby ho is only pro-
tecting himself, and with the full consent and approval of the
party., When the tide turns ho can raiso his volcoe He can claim
full crodit for the party for having told the truth from the begin-

ninge

It is worthwhile to repeat: While we go ahead of the
masses in thoughts, ideas and propaganda, we don't act without
tho massese The comrades must constantly bear this in mind.
The main vehicle for our propaganda work is the party pressSe.
This is supplemonted by individual contact work which facilitates
recruitinges The political oducation, not only of the new recruits
but also tho entire party membership, ijs ono of our major taskse
Wo must propare tho bost possible forces for tho events aheade

In our work in the unions we must not try to jump ahead of
the massose We must also do what wo can to prevont isolatod groups
of militant workers from getting out too far ahead where they can
be too casily cut downe The comrades must not pormit thomseclvos
to bocome intoxicatod by small successoSe Loarn how to distinguish
the actual relation of forccse Bo sonsitive to events and always
romember to take timo to think beforo you acte If we follow this
course we shall be best situated for real action when the tide

turnsé

The tide will turn and the time will come when the masses

will be surging forward into action. The surest guarantee that
our party will be there to 1ead them will be our cadres planted

in the unions in this difficult periode




CALL FOR THE FIFTH NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
-~ TENTH MATIONAL CONVERI'ION OF AMERICAN TROTSKYISTS --

July 24, 1942

To all Locals, Branches and Members
of the Socialist Workers Party:

Dear Comrades:

Pursuant to the provisions of the party constitution,
the National Committee hereby calls the Fifth National Cone
vention of the Socialist Workers Party -- the Tenth National
Convention of the American Trotskyists -~ to convene in New
York City on Friday, October 24, and continue for three days
(Friday, Saturday and Sunday, October 2d, 3d and 4Fh.)

AGENDA

The National Committee proposes the following agenda
for the convention:

(1) Political report.

(2) Trade Union and Organizational Report
(Practical party work in the present
political situation).

(3) International Report.
(4) Election of the National Committee.

The political resolution of the National Committee
1s now being mimeographed and will be ready for distribution
in a few days,

PRR-CONVENT ION DISCUSSION

The party pre-convention discussion is formally
opened with the publication of this calle, The Internal Bulle-
tin is open for all party members on the subjects listed in
the agenda or others which they may wish to present for the
consideration of the partye Branch and membership meetings
shall be arranged for discussion of the various subjects on
the agendas Our traditional provisions and safeguards for
the adequate and free prescntation of all points of view
shall govern all discussions.
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CONVENT ION ASSESSMENT

As authorized by the party constitution, a convention
assessment of two dollars per member is hereby levied, the
payment of which is obligatory for every employed member.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6) .

A7)

(1)

BASIS OF REPRESENIATION

Representation from branches shall be as follows:
One delegate for the first 15 members or less,

and one additional delegate for each 15 additional
members or major fraction thereof,

Each branch having five or more members is entitled
to a voting delegate,

Delegates are to be elected by branches in accord-
ance with the actual number of members in good
standing who have been gdmitted to the party prior
to July 24, 1942 (the date of the Convention Call)
and who have paid their convention assessment, as
certified by the branch executive committee on the

day of voting.

Branches organizad‘after the date of this conven-
tion call are entitled to send fraternal delegates

as provided by the party constitution.

Members admitted to the party after the date of
this convention call are entitled to voice in the
party discussion but no vote on resolutions or in

the selection of delegates.

Absentee votes on political reosolutions and in

the election of delegates shall not be permitted
except in clcearliy cstablished cases of occupational
nocessity (for example, saillors on ships, regular
night workers, etce) In all such cases the votes
must be submitted in writing and recognized by
motion at the branch meeting at the time of the

branch voting, -

‘Members_transferring from one branch to anothor

within the samc locality subsecquent to July 24,
1942 must votc in the branch from which they

transferred,.
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

In caso of political differcnces defined by con-

flicting resolutions, the clection of delegatcs in the branches
1s to bc on the basis of proportional represcntation. Declo-
gates shall be elected on thec basis of the voto on resolution
or resolutions voted on at the mecting at which the delegates



aro clcctods Members voting for a givon resolution are ontitlod

-3 -

to dosignate the delegato or dclegates to which they are cn-
titlecd on the basis of proportional ropresontation laid down
in this call, thc designations to be ratified by the branche.
Abstontions in no case count as votos.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)

(f)

If a branch is entitled to one dclogate,
the delegate goes to the majority of those
present and voting at the time of the
election. :

If two delegates, a minority with 40%
gets one.

If three delegates, a minority with 33%
gets one, the majority getting the others.

If four delegéfes, a minority with 25% gets
one delegate, but a minority with 40% gots
half the delegates.,

If five delegates, a minority with 20%
gets one,

If six delegaﬁes, a minority with 16-2/3%
gets one delegate but a minority with 40%
gets half the delegates, etc.

CONVENTION ATTENDANCE

The National Committee proposes that all party members
in good standing who present proofs of membership may attend
the convention as visitors,

JPC:SC

Fraternally yours,

NATIONAL COMMITTEE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

C::;L/1>/7’r“~1r"y”\\\u

a ional Secretary



POLITICAL RESOLUTION

(Submitted by the National Committes)

The basic position of the Fourth International and

the Socialist Workers Party on the imperialist war and the tasks
of the proletarian world revolution have been set forth in a
series of documents published during the past eight years.
Beginning with the fundamental theses on War and the Fourth In-
ternational (1934), they include the resolutions of the Founda-
tion Congress of the Fourth International (1938); the S.W.P,

convention resolution on the Soviet Union (1939); the S.W.P,
Conference resolution on Proletarian Military Policy (1940); the
Manifesto of the Emergency Conforence ¢t the Fourth International

on The Imperialist War and the Frcleterian Revolution (1940);

the Manifesto of the Executive Comuittee of the Fourth Interna-

tional on the fall of France (1940) and in defense of the Soviet

Union (1941); the S.W.P, Manifesto on the Soviet-Nazi war (1941);

the Manifesto of the Executive Committee of the Fourth Interna-
ervention and our defense of China (1941):

tional on American int
Cannon on the entry of the United States

the statement by J,P,
into the war (1942); and the statement of Grace Carlson as a

candidate of the party in the St, Paul elections of this year,
consistent line of prin-

1.

2. All these documents contain a
ciple which guides all our activitiess We are equipped with a
tested program of revolutionary struggle thought out and fought
out over a period of many years. Our task today is to hold fast
to these principles as the gulding line for all our activities
and to apply the program based upon them to events and problems
as they arise in the course of the class struggle.

"OUR ATTITUDE TO THE WAR

3. This, in Lenin's words, is the epoch of imperialist
warsg, proletarian revolutions and colenial uprisingss The second
world war 1s a continuation of the first on thse part of all the
imperialist powers on both sides. By 1914 world capitalism had
already outlived its progressive stage. Its wars had become ut-
terly reactionary, an expression of the impasse, stagnation and
decay of monopoly capital. Since then, imperialism has assumed
an even more reactionary, violent and oppressive character. This
ls true of both the fascist and "democratic" impeorialisms. To
support the wars of imperialist powers 1s to defend theo fettering
of the productive forces by the outlived framoworks of private
property and national states. The claim that this is a war of
democracy against fascism is a fraud. Like the first world war,
the second 1s being fought for seizure of colonies, markets,
sources of raw material and sphores of influence, except that
this time the stakes are even greater, encompassing the entire
This objoctive historical meaning of the war, and not the

world.
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propaganda of the govermments, determines our stand.

4. All these considerations apply in full force to the
United States. Long before its advent we warned the workers of
the inescapable participation of the United States in this war
and stated that such a war could only be an imperialist war. The
actual entry of the United States into the conflict has not al-
tered our position, but confirmed it., We do not and cannot give
any support to this reactionary war undertaken on behalf of Amer-
dca's monopolists to ensure their world domination of markets,
foreign concessions, sources of war materials and spheres of
influences This is Wall Street's war, not ours.

o 5. Our struggle is the Leninist struggle against the war.
We reject all forms of pacifism, including conscientious objeotien
.and draft dodging. The death agony of capitalism brings with it a
~perlod of uninterrupted wars and universal militarism when all
great questions must be solved by military means. A "peace™ con-
cluded by imperialists could only be a breathing spell before a
new war. Only a revolutionary mass struggle against the imperial-
ism which breeds such wars can secure a real peaces Our task is
to win the majority of the American workers and farmers to the
program of soclalist revolution. That is the only program of

peace and progress.

6+ That this is the epoch not' only of imperialist wars
but also of proletarian revolutions was confirmed in 1917 when
the Soviets became the state power in Russia, abolished private
property and nationalized the means of production, including the
land. It then beocame a class duty for every worker to defend the
Soviet Union. That remains our duty today. We remain today as
we have been from its birth unconditional defenders and devoted
partisans of the Soviet Union. The war of the Sovict Union is
our war, the war of the workers everywhere. The Soviet Unlon
romains a workers' state, although dogonerated by the rule of
the Kromlin burcaucracy. To defoend the Soviet Union, in spite
of Stalln and against Stalin, is to defend the nationalized pro-
perty established by the October revolution. Only traitors to
the working class can deny support to the workers' state in 1its
war against imperialism, regardless of whether the immediate
enemy be a fascist or bourgeois democratic government, and regard-
less of what temporary military alliances the Soviet Union may
make with rival 1m£erialist powers. In war, as in peace, there
remains a fundamental distinction between the Soviet Union and
its temporary military allies. We are Soviet patriots in war as
in peace; we remain irreconcilable opponents of all the imperial-
1stse All Trotskyists are united in this stands The convention
records the fact that Soviet defensism, as against the treacherous
policy of "Soviet defeatism", recommended by the Burnham-Shachtman
group at the last convention of the party, has prevailed through-
out the Fourth International. Thereby the world movement of
Trotskylsm has demonstrated that it takes 1ts revolutianary peo-~

gram seriously.
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7T« The war of China for national independence against the
Japanese imperialists must likewise be ardently supported by every
honest worker, above all by the workers of China whose fate is
cound up with the struggle for the independence of the country, .
That China i1s compelled by practical considerations to enter 1in&o
ailiantes with imperialist ailies can present grave dangers for
she future but does not alter the fundamental character of Chins's
shruggle today. The decigns of Angio-imerican imncrialism to
gabordinate great China to their own predatory struggle are a
Long way from realization.. In fact, tho first results of the war
in the Pacific have been to strengthen, not to weaken the inde-
vendent position of China vis-a-vis her imperialist allies, A
victory for China would be a tremendous blow sgainst all imper-
ialism, inspiring all colonial peoples to throw off tho imperiale
1st yoke. The bourgeois regime of Chiang Kai-shek, subservient
to the "domocracies® and oppressing and restraining tho Chinese
masses, has hampered China's abilify to conduct a bold war for
indepcndence; but that does not alter the essential fact that
China is an oppressed nation fighting against an imperialist
opprcssors The struggle of the oppressed peoples for national
unification and national independence is doubly progressive be-
cause, on the one side this preparcs more favorable conditions
for their own economic deveclopmont while, on the othoy side, this
deals blows against imperialism as a world gsystem. The Fourth
Internationalists of China, understanding this, are fighting in
the front ranks against Japanese impcrialism while maintainidg
their political indepondencc and their irrcconcilable opposition
to the regime of Chiang Kai-shek. Thus thoy assure their great
future at tho head of the Chinese prolctariat. Any other course
would doom them to political annihilation,

8¢ The only correct program in this war is tho Marxist
program which combincs rovolutionary opposition to all the imper-
i1alists with the defcnse of tho Soviet Union and China. Those
petty-bourgeois and scctarian phrasemongers who "simplify" matters
by renouncing support of the Soviet Union and China arc in real-
ity deserting the proletarien world revolution, the furtherance
of which 1s integrally connect~d to support of the Soviet Union
agd China, as well as to opposition to all the imperialists in
this war.

9. Events have fully confirmed the correctncss of the prow
gram of the Fourth International. This can be verified by draw-
ing the balance-sheet of the most important developments of tho
wWale -

10+ Four world-shaking cvents have taken place since the
Manifesto on The Imperialist War and the Proletarian World Revolue
tion was issued Dy the Emergency Conterence of the Four nterna-
tional in May 1940. A month later Germany crushed France and with
1t bourgeois democracy on the European continent., The Third
Republic collapsed, giving way to the Bonapartist dictatorahip
of the senile Petain and servile Laval, A year after France fell,
Hitler unleashed his assault upon the éoviet Union. In December
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1941 Japan, in answer to Roosevelt's ultimatum, smashed at Pearl
Harbor and gave Roosevelt the looked-for occasion to enter the
ware By January 1942 all the imperialist powers and all peoples
had been draewn into the war arena, In the First World War the
countries were divided hetween attual participants and spectatorse
Today the whole of humanity has beccme directly involved in the
slaughters There are no innocent or unaffected bystanders in

the Second World War, This applies with full force to the Asiatic
colonial peoples who played & relatively passive and insignificant
role in the last war. Now they stand in the very center of the
conflict and will have a decisive part in determining its course
and outcome. This upsurge of national self-confidence of the
colonial people of Asia 1s the fourth great event of the present

period, - ‘
THE EVENTS IN EUROPE

lle The fall of France not only testified to Germany's
economic and military superiority on the European continent; it
exposed the rottenness of French bourgeois democracy as well as
the inabillity of the French bourgeoisie to defend their own nation
agalnst the fasclst invaders. After crushing the workers' bid for
power in 1936, the capitalist politicians and their Stalinist,
Soclalist and Syndicalist liecutenants in the labor movement
called upon the French workers to fight for the capitalist father-
land in order to defend democracy and national independence.
Duped by the bourgeoisie and betrayed by their leaders, the French
workers suffergd the loss of their democratic rights and their
class organizations together with national unity and independence.,
The main section of French capitalism has entered into collabora-
tion with the fascist conquerors; another group has gone over into
the Anglo=-American camp. ' ‘ ' :

, 12« The fate of France contains a great political lesson
for the workers of the whole worlds It has again demonstrated that
the bourgeoisie puts its profits and privileges above either nation-

al independence or democracy. Whenever their social and economic
intereste and thelr political predominance are imperiled by the
proletariat, the bourgeoisie will give up hationa1~independence,
destroy democracy, substitute their naked class dictatorship and
collaborate with the oppressors, For the sake of preserving pri-
vate property, privileges and profits, or even in the hope of pre-
serving some of them, the bourgegisie will turn against thelr own
peoples Official patriotism serves simply as a mask to conceal

the class interests of the exploiters. The subsequent capitulations
of the French bourgeolsie to Hitler have proved this to the hilt,

3¢ The aspiration of the masses of France and the other
occupled countries for national liberation has profound revolution-
ary implications, But, like the sentiment of anti-fascism, it can
be perverted to the uses of imperialism. Such a perversion of the
movemént is inevitable if it proceeds under the slogans and leader=-
-ship of bourgeols nationalism, The "democratic" imperialist |
gangsters are 1Interested only in recovering the property which has
been taken away from them by the fascist gangsters,
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This is what they mean by national liberation., The interests of
the masses are profoundly different, The task of the workers of
she occupied countries is to put themselves at the head of the
insurgent movement of the people and direct it toward the strug-
gle for the socialist reorganization of Burope. Their allies in
thls struggle are not the Anglo-American imperialists and their
sa¥ellites among the native bourgeoisie, but the workers of Ger-
many. Peace, security and prosperity can be assured for the
people of Europe only by its economic unification based on the
3oclalist collaboration of the free nationse. Only with this per-
spective is national liberation worth talking about, still less
fighting and d{ing ore The central unifying slogan of the revo-
lutionary fight i1s "The Soclalist United States of Europe” and
to it all other slogans must be subordinated.

14, The German proletariat made a revolution in 1918,
only to be robbed of its fruits by the bourgeois-Social-Democratic
coalition. For fifteen years thereafter the proletariat remained
loyal to the partiess avowing workers' spclalism, A revolutionary
situation ¥n 1923 was lost by the incapacity of the German Commun-
ist Party leadership disorjented by the Comintern already then in
the first sta?es of ita Stalinist degeneration. in the last regu-
lar eloction (1932) the workers' parties polled 13,000,000 votes.
Hitler came to power only by tho help of the rottenness, incapac-
ity and treachery of Social Democracy and Stalinism, Botrayed
by their own parties the German workors were crushod by Nazism,
It may bo assumod that Hitler's diplomatioc and military victories
creatod a certain emount of chauvinist intexication among tho
‘masses for a time, Now, howovor, they gago on the ruin eof
Europc =- and the ruin of Gormany.. Tho{ mourn millions of dead
and woundod, tho masses grow hungry as in 1916-18, and the ond
is far away, Chauvinist intoxication must begin eo give way
before tho grim roalitieoss The fear of a new and worso-Versailles
is tho most potent weapon in Hitler's hands, But that weapon
will fall from his hands with the first serious revolutionary
developments in the "domocracies" or in the occupied countrios,
The mighty German proletariat will say tho most docisive word in
the soclalist revolution of Europe. :

15¢ The workers of Britain are being impelled toward
proletarian revolution by the collapse of the British Empire.
The reformism of the British Labor Party and the trade unions
was based on the crumbs thrown to a privileged seetion of the
workers by a sated imperialist power; that reformism is losing
its foundations, Therewith the road 1is being cleared for the
stormy development of a revolutionary party of the Fourth Interna-
tional. Only the Socialist United States of Europe offers the
British proletariat a perspective for hope. All the objective
pre=requlsites for proletarian revolution are now present in the
British Isless The British Trotskyists stand before their great
historic task of organizing and leading the British workers to

their revolusionary destiny.
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THE SQVIET UNION AT WAR

16. The events affecting the Soviet Unlon during the
last year, as well ag previously, are incomprehensible except
to thouse whe are guided by the Trotskyist analysis of the
chararter of the Soviet Union, We slone have accurately ex-
plaired the courss of the USSR, we alone do not have to conceal
whas we 32i¢ yesterday., While Otalin boacted of the "irrevocable
victory" of socialism achievad in the Soviet Tnion, we warned
that-CGermeny had bscome the spsarhead of imperialist assault )
against the workers' state, and that only successful proletarian
revolutions in one or more advanced countries rcould safegnasrd the
Soviet Unlon. When the Leagus of Nations exneiled the Soviet
Union and the entire "democratic" world cheered cn Msnnerheim!'s
Finnish Army against the Soviet Union, potty-bourgoois deserters
turned their backs on the USSR which they sudderly termed "imper-
ialist", but we remained firm defensists of the workers!' state,
partisans of 1ts victory over the Finnish outpost of world imper-
ialism. We explained that by the séizures of the Finnish, Polish
and Baltic territories the Kremlin bureaucracy was not pursuing
-imperialist aims but was in ites own bureaucratic and reactionary
way seeking to safeguard the defenses of the Soviet Union. Wo
condemned the Stalinist bursmucracy for these land seizures pre-
cisely because the stratcgic advantages secured by the selzures
were. far outweighod by the discredit they brought upon the workers!
state in the eyes of hundreds of millions of workers and peasants
who considered them joint oporations of the Nazi and Red Armies.,

17. Stalin sought to avoid involvement inthis war, first
by an alliance with France and England against Germany, and then
by an allianco with Germany and Japan against France and England.
Neither mameuver succoeded in accomplishing 4ts aim of keeping the
Soviet Union out of the war. Stalin's diplomatic manouvers, and
all the deceitful propaganda and troacherous actions flowing from
them, served only to disorient the workers in capitallst countries,
to alienate them from the USSR, and to leave them unprepared for
Hitler's inevitable assault upon the USSR, Stalin's foreign and
domostiec policieos did not strongthen the USSR, but weakencd 1t im-

‘measurably.

18, Whilo Stalin was swearing undying friendship with
Hitler, whitowashing the Nazis' crimes, and camouflaging their
impcrialist aims, Trotsky issucd his prophctic warning: "Hitler's
war in the Wost is only a preparation for a gigantic move toward
tho East -- against the Sovict Unions® When that movo came on
Juno 22, 1941, the workcrs undcr Stalinist influonce wcre caught
canplotoly off guarde On the evo of tho attack, TASS, the offic-
a4l Stalinist news agoney, i1ssucd a statomont from Moscow, denounc-
ing roports of tho impending invasion as falsc rumors inspired by
the Anglo-Amorican war mongors. Thus, aftor shiclding Hitlor's
crimos from the start of the war, Staiin helped to hide from the
working class Hitler's preparations for assaulting tho USSR. While
the Trotskylsts warned the workers in advance of the inevitablo
attack of German imperialism, thc "all-scoing™ Stalin lod them

blindfold to the cdge of the abyss.




19, To Hitler's initial advantage of surprise was added
the damage to the Red Army wrought by Stalin's purges which had
Aezimated the general staff and officers' corps. The plans and
fortifications of Tukhachevsky and his staff had to be put to
use by new people. Surprise may have accounted for the first
ronth's German victories. But the German 7ictories of the next
rronths, when both sides were relatively equal in material and
manpower, and the Soviet troops superior in morale, can be ac-
counted for primarily by the inferior staff work of the Red Army
due to the purges., Hence the loss of the Ukraine, the Dnieper
basin, the German advance to the gates of Moscow and Leningrad
and the new German drive toward the Caucasus.

20. But the Kremlin bureaucracy is not the Sovliet Unlon,
any more than Murray, Green and Company are the CIO and the AFL.
The vast moral and material resources created by the nationallzed
property established by the October revolution poured into the
breachs The Red Army and war production were free from the fottcrs
which private property imposes upon "national defense" even in
wartime; no profiteers existed to limit war orders to monopoly
corporations. The "scorched carth" polioy could be applied by a
land without private proporty with a dotermination and planfulness
which are lmpossible to capitalist countries. The moving of indus-
trial plants from endangerod areas to plgcos deep in the interior,
the bullding of a secogg railroad across Siboria -- such gigantic
economic actions in wartime wore made possible only by the systom
of nationalizod proporty. Burcaucratic mismanagement could dis-
sipato much of tho suporior resources provided by tho nationalizced
proporty, but tho docisive supcriority of this proporty systom
was proved in war, as it had already provon itself in peaco by tho
incrcase in productivity,

2l. Above all, the system of nationalized property pro-
vided the basis for the unprecedented morale of the Soviet workers
and peasantse The Soviet massés have something to fight for,

They fight for their factories, their 1:3d, thelr collective econ-
omy, They fight to preserve tho remaining’ conquests of the Octo-
ber revolution against the imperialists who would reestablish
private property. After five months of terrible defeats, workers
from the factorles joined the heroic Red Army warriors at the
gates of Leningrad and Moscow ard helped recover Rostov in the
dark days of last winter, in an outburst of proletarian revolu-
tionary endeavor. There is nothing like this in the imperialist
countriess Those who deny that the Scviet Union is a workers'
state cannot explain the unprecedsnted morale of the Soviet worke
ers and peasantse But great sections of the workers throughout
the world have grasped the fact that, unlike the people of the, -
imperialist countries and colonles, the Soviet masses are fighting
for their own conquests achieved by the October revolution. Shviot
resistance has given the workers overywhere ronewed strength and
hope and has helped rostore cornfidence in their own capacitios

as a classs These exprossions of the strangled and dcsccrated
Russian revolution, fighting for its 1ife under troacherous lead-
ers and the most adverse condltians, indicate what miracles the
coming international revolution will achieve once it unfolds 1its
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rcal program and cxhiBits 1ts full power,.

20, The tromendous advantagos of the Sovlct Union arc
not, howover, sufficient in themsclves to assure victory against
tho powerful imporialist advorsarye. Tho fact romains that the
cconomy at the disposal of Hitler is groater in production than
that of tho Soviet Union, for despito Stalln's boasts the natlon-
allzed production, built on tho backward oconomy inheritcd from
041 4st Russla, could not 1in 1ts isolation outstrip thc imper-
1a1¥st world in officiency and technlque: What the Sovict Union
rogiircs to assure victory is the ggl%j}gg;_ggiggg% by which
Lonin and Trotsky saved tho young Soviet replblic from world
capitalist intervontion in 1918-1921, It roquires the revival
of tho Sovieots, the organs which mobilized tho masscs in all
sphoreos and made possible the victory in the Civil War, It re-
quires the rclease from tho jails and concentration camps of
the tens of thousands of pro=Soviet political prisoncrs, restor=-
ing thom to their rightful place in industry and the Rod Army.
Workors! domocracy in the trade unions! And, as part of tho
restoration of workers' democracy in the USSR, tho logalization
of all pro-Soviet political partics and their right to presont
their programs to tho masscs. These internal stops would guarantco
the maximum mobilization of the cnergios of tho masses for the
struggles ahoad, Instead, howevor, the Stalinist burcaucracy is
attempting to tighten tho hold of its totalitarian apparatus,
supprossing thoe Initiativo of thc masscs and striving to rostrict
their strugglecs within complctcly burcaucratic channclse

23, Stalin's foroign policy is an cxtcnslion of his reac-
tionary domostic policy. Just as ho stifles the revolutionary
spirit of the aroused masscs at homc, so ho foars to cvoke revo-
lutionary action of tho workors in capitalilst countries. Yesteorday
he leaned upon Hitlor; today Stalin rclies upon the aid and good-
will of Roosoveclt and Churchill. Instead of summoning thc workors,
above all, the German workors, to a joint strugglc against thelr
common cnomy, world imperialism, Stalin entrusts the defcnse of
tho USSR 4broad to the Anglo-Amcrican section of the imperialist
bourgeolslos But tho bourgecolsic arec deadly cnomies of the
working class, concerncd with alding Stalln only insofar as and
so long as such aid coincides with their own national aims and
class intorostse They fear a docisive victory of tho Rcd Army
over Hitleor far more than Hitler's triumph over the USSR.

24, 1In his Ordor of the Day lssued on May flrst, 1942
Stalin reprecsented the struggle of tho Soviet pcoplo as a purély
nationalist war for the maintenanco of national indopendonco and
the recovery of the conquerod territorye This 1s a falsification,
Tho presont war of the Soviet pooples 1s an integral part of tho
international struggle of the working class and tho oppressed
nations against world impcriallsm, of which Hitler is only the
most viclous roprescntative. 1In dofcrence to his Anglo-Amecrican
imperiallst allies, Stalin dopicts Hitler's aggressions, not as
an action undertaken on behalf of German and world Capiéalism '
but as a medioval reversion, M"Tho German Fascists™, he stateos
"are fcudalists and the Gorman army is an army of sorfs."” He {1es
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on both counts. The German Fascists are capitalist imperialists,
and their army is composed of conscripted workers and peasants.

o5, Stalin's falsehoods help undermine the defense of
the USSR. The Soviet Union cannot be effectively defended unless
_:%s real allies and its true enemies are known, recognized and
3:stinguished from one another, The Nazis must be overthrown
from within as well as combatted from without. - How can Hitler's
forces be disintegrated and won over? By arousing the German
workers and. peasants {nside the army and on the home front against
Nazlsm, by calling upon them to struggle in fraternity with thelr
Soviet comrades against the fascist enslavers for their own Soviet
Repubilce Only the truth, and not Stalinist lles, only a revolu-
tionary program and not a blind dependence upon Anglo=American
imperialism can inspire the German workers to overthrow Hitler
and, together with the Russian workers and soldiers, go forward
to create the Socialist United States of Europe.

26. Tho Stalinist bureaucracy will not and cannot carry
out this revolutionary program.  The overthrow of this thoroughly
degeneratcd gang has become more urgent than evers While fighting
in the vanguard against the fascists and doing everything possible
to strengthen the military front, the Fourth Internationalists in
tho USSR maintain their irreconcilable hostility to the Stalinist
huréaucracy, wage an uncoasing struggle against 1t, and aim at
its ‘overthrow by means of a political revolution. The Fourth
Internationalists throughout the world stand in full solidarity
with thelr Soviet comrades in this combined struggle.

27, The bolcaguered Sovict workors cannot hold out indcfin-
itely under attack unless the workers of other countries comeo- to
their rcsgue. Unloss tho revolution riscs and conquers in the
capltalist world, tho Soviet Union will inevitably be crushod, ,
cithor by the Nazi invaders, or by the presont imporialist "allics”
who romain irroconcilably hostilec to the first workers' state, or
by a combination of thc two. Lonin and Trotsky's program of
world rcvolution and international Socialism which gave birth to
tho Soviot poweor and safoguarded the young Soviet Republic against
the intcrvontionists on 21 fronts in its first four yecars, is tho
solo mecans of saving the USSR for tho Socialist futurce We Trot-
skylsts rcmain faithful to that program; we alone propagato its
ideas, and work toward its rcalization. That 1is why wo arc today
the best dcfenders of tho Soviet Union.

THE UPSURGE OF THE COLONIAL PEOPLES OF ASIA

28, The collapsc of the British and Fronch Empires in the
Far Bast and the continuing confliect of thc rival powors in the
Pacific havo destroyed thc myth of imperislist invincibility and
awakenod tho colonial peoplcs of Asia to- new hopes of natlional
frecodome A new notec. of natlonal sclf-confidonce is hecard in
China and India, thc decisive countries of the Far East, Whilo
the imperialist vulturcs claw at ocach othor, thelr proy seoks to
cscape from their clutchese The Chinese pcople are fighting
against Japan to avoid the fato of India under Great Britain,
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The Indian people are seeking their liberation from Great Britain.

Jonial peoples of Asla want? They seek
2 ba amcer Th P land and an end to the

national independence. Tho peasants want s
psury which grinds them into the dust. The workers ln the fac-

tories and on the docks, on the pilantations end in the oil

figlds, want living wagés ard tolerable working cp§d1§ions. They
want the right to organize thelr trade unilcns and uhelr‘political
partles. They want to have a say about thelr own destinv. They
want the right to live, to work, to better their 1lives, and pro-
vide a brighter future for their children. They want the elemen-

tary rights of every people, of every individual.

30. But the imperialist slav
to hold colonles or to scize thema They cannot afford to free

thelr colonial slavos, satisfy thelr demands or needs, or even
to mako any substantial concaissicns to them., They prefer to
suffer a temporary loss of thelr colonies rather than arm the
native pcpulation, hoping to recover tnelr lost possessions with
a new turn of cvents, »or else tc concludo a deal with tho new
possessors after the war. So tho Dutch calculated in Javay sO
tho British in Malaya, Burma and India, All tho imperiallsts

are trying, cach in its cwn way, to dam tho rising tide of colon-
ial rovolt or to sluice it into their own channels. England,
while holding down India, tries %o stir up revolt against Japan
in Koroa. Japan, whilo holding down Korca and occupied China,
sceks to provoko uprisings in Burma and India, Each sideo has
willing agonts amongst the nativo bourgeoisie, landlords and

princes,

31, But neithor the imporialists nor thoir native tools
will bo ablo to stem the flood of natlonal revolution which keeps
rising to higher levols as tho war unfolds. The loaders of the
native bourgecoisie, despito thoir inhereont tendency to compromisc
with tho imperialists, arc compcllod to take a more aggrossive
position in order to avoid iselatison from tho insurgent masscsSa
Thus the growlng resistance and indcpendence of the masses 1s man-
1fcsted in the Indian Congress rcjcction of Cripps' proposals and
in the ropoatod declarations from Chiwgting™ that thoro can bc
no reversion after the war to extra-territorial rights and privi-

legese ]

oholders are waging the war

32, The major portion of humanity lives in Asia, two-
fifths in China and India. Their struggle for national freedom
and social liberation is one of the most revolutionary factors
'in the present world situation, Their's is a genuine fight for
freedom, for democracy, for progress, We unconditionally de fend
the Chinese and Indian peoples in their fight for emancipation
against their imperialist ensiaverse Thelr revolutions can fi-
nally triumph only under %the leadership and through the revolution=-
ary program of the youthful rroletariat who will lead their
peasant allles toward a Sovieyv China and a Soviet India, keystones

in a Socialist United States of Asia.




- 14 =

THE UNITED STATES AT WAR

33« Long before its advent the Fourth Internationalists
warned the workers of the inescapable participation of the United
States in this war. As long ago as 1933 Trotsky wrote: ™The
superiority of the United States must find its expression in new
forms, the way to which can be opened only by ware American
capitalism 1s up against the same problems which pushed Germany
on tne path of war in 1914. The world is divided amongst the
great powers. It must be redivided. For Germany it was a ques-
tion of 'organizing Europe.!' The United States must organize
the world, . « History thus brings humanity face to face with
the volcanic eruptions of American imperialism,"

34+ This volcanic eruption, predicted in 1933, has now
begun. United States entry into the war was hastened by the
failure to overcome the crisis of American capitalism by the
"New Deal.™ Roosevelt's October 5, 1937 "collective security"
speech marks the open turn from the New Deal to the War Program,
The object of the War Program is to attain political mastery and
economic monopoly of the globe. Nothing less will satisfy the
aims and ambitions of American Big Business.

35. The outbreak of war betwoen Japan and the United
States came as a surprise to no informed person. The contest for
supremacy in the Pacific has beon brewing since these allied
rivals crossed swords in Siberia at the close of the first world
war. Presented with an ultimatum to get out of China, the Japan-
ese lmporialists refused to yield to threocats alonee Like the
Nazis they operate with the boldness and dosperation of thoseo
who have nothing to lose.

36+ Amorican capitalism faces thec gravest difficultiocs
in undertaking to crush 1ts rivals and conquor the world by
military means, The United States can achieve its imporialist
objecctivos only at the cost of millions of livos and hundreds of
billions of dollars and only aftcer an indcfinitely prolonged
strugglees Woro 1t to achieve such a victory it then would have
to shoulder all the tasks involved in Secretary of War Knox's
declaration that “the United States must police the world for the
next hundred years."

37. The internal problems of Américan capitallsm present
equally great difficulties. The war 1s dislocating the national
economic structure, twisting it into grotesque militarized formse.
Already more than half of tip national income is devoured by the
war, and this proportion is bound to increase. Scarcity and
rationing of goods on the one hand and soaring prices on the
other are symptoms of the contractions of American consumption,
of the collspse of normal capitalist economy. Unlike the last
war, when American economy grew plump and powerful, American
economy is today becoming disorganized and distorted. Even the
strongest and richest of the capitalist nations is sliding into
the abyss of bankrupteye.
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38. As the war places stresses and strains on the economy
the forces of the market are no longer sufficient to assure the
working of the system. The government steps in more than ever
before as an arbiter, regulator and economic dictator. The gov-
ernment becomes the chief market, it becomes an important factor
in fixing of prices to avoid 1nriation, it assigns productive
capacity and raw material, it fixes wages and regulates conditions
The government in its expanded functlons operates, as

of worke. .
before, as a tool of Big Business, directed first of all against
the laﬁor movement, as well as against weaker sections of the

capitalist classe

~ 39. Capitalist apologists have ridiculed the Marxist
conténtion that capitalism must inevitably ruin the middle classes.
They asserted that under American capitalism, the middle classes
must bloom. Now the Marxist prediction is being realized at an
accelerated pace under the war economy. Entire segments of the
middle classes are being wiped out, not individually as 1n peace
time, but in wholesale lots. sma1i merchants, filling station
proprietors, small manufacturers, grocers, along with owners and
operators in innumerable other occupations, are econOmically‘anni-
hilated by a single decree from Washington.

40, The war economy enormously accelerates the concentra-
tion of capital. The govermment gives the handful of great cor-
porations over 80% of all war orders, guaranteeing them markets
and profits for the duration of the war. The government buys or
builds huge new plants for them, allots them priorities in raw
materials and transportation. 'In 1941, many corporations earmed
higher profits than in 1929, The war 1s not only being waged to
save the, markets and sources of raw materials of the American mon-
opolists throughout the world; the war itself is likewise an ex-
tremely profitable enterprise for theme The preparations for the
war revived their flagging, heavy industry; throughout the conflict
:?ay fi11l their treasuries and strengthen their competitive posi-

OoNs8e .

41l. The recent revelations concerning cartel arrangements
and patent agreements between the international monopolies and the
Nazls have exposed the sham contention of Big Business and its
political agents that they are waging this war to destroy fascism.,
Rockefellers' Standard 0il, Mellon's Aluminum Trust, DuPont's
arms and chemical trust, Morgan's General Electric and the other
monopolies did business with the Nazis before the war; they set
aside royalties and profits for them during the war. While demand-
ing that the workers sacrifice wages and hours for the war effort,
Big Business always places profits before patriotism,.

42, It would be foolish to expect that the goverment or
any Congressional Committee will make the punishment of the monop-
olists fit their crimes. They have been forced to divulge infor-
mation about the Nazi-Blg Business tie-ups because they were
hampering the prosecution of the war and imperiling the basic
interests of the entire capitalist class and because of the wrath-
ful pressure of the little business men who are being crushed out
of the war economye. The same men who head the monopolies infest
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the govermment and head the War Production Boards as dollar-a=-
yoar men. A few corporations caught red-handed are being let

off with light fines, High administration figures have intervened
openly to forestall anti-trust prosecutions of the big monopolies.
It is already generally understood that there will be no prosecu=-
tion of the big trusts during the ware. The government and 1ts
supporters bow before the monopolists whose interests they serve.

43, The working people of this country. cannot entrust the
struggle against fascism at home or abroad to Big Business or any
of its political agents» The workers need a program and leader-
ship of their own to clear the field for a fight to the death
against fascisms As the first step in this direction, they should
demand the expropriation of the war industries, and their operation

under workers'! controll

44, Roosevelt!s war economic poliey strikes terrible blows
at the workers and their families. The steeply mounting cost of
living has already csused great suffering. Wage controls and
compulsory bond buying are designed. to cut the workers' living
standards. More consumers goods are to be rationed or withdrawn
entirely from the markete. Taxes, especiallq hidden taxes, will
slash more and more deeply into the workers' lncome. Working
hours will be increased, There will be no effective control over
speculators, who will inevitably take advantage of the price-fix-
ing provisions to flee¢e the people more mercilesslye.

: .45, The administration has imposed its policy in the name
of a fraudulent equality of sacrificce But whatever formal re-
strictions are placed upon them, the corporations will pile up
profits and hide them by depreciation reserves and other financial
devicos. The rich will buy what thoy want, 1f not on the open
markct, then on tho black markete The workers and their familioes,
howevor, will feel the pinch from all sidose. They will be ablo
to buy less and less with steadily diminishing earningse. Rooscvelt's
slogan of equality of sacrifice is a fraudes It is a cover for tho
program whoreby the rich make tho poor pay for their war,

A6, Big Business is using the war as a cover for an all=-
out offensive against organized labor, The National Assoclation
of Manufacturers and the United States Chamber of Commerce have
openly demanded that Congress reestablish the open shop by lawe
The anti=-labor drive instigated by Big Business, promoted by
the administration and Congress, and supported by the capitalist
press, 1s ‘'endangering the very existence of the trade unions. As
yet the trade unions have only been crippled, but the bosses will
not be satisfied until they are completely wiped oute The main
immediate task before the American workers today is to fight for
the independence of theilr trade unions, for the right to strike
gor the right of collective bargaining free of goverrnmental inter=

erence. '

47, In the face of the attack upon the trade unions, the
official leaders of tho AFL and CIO are retreating step by stepe
Under pressure from the administration, they have given up one
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position after another to the employers without a struggle. They
have sworn away the strike weapon, they have given up double time
»way, and they are ready to surrender much more =-- if the workers

vermit them to get away with 1t.

48. The worst offenders among the sell-out artists are
the Stalinistse Under the Stalinist theory of sociallsm in one
country, the revolutionary interests of the world working class
have long been subordinated to the state diplomacy of the Kremlin,
This criminal policy has led to a long series of working class
defeats on the international arena and has disoriented a great
section of the proletarian vanguarde For the sake of maintaining
the Kremlin's present alliance with Washington, the Stalinists
are now executing their greatest betrayal of the elementary in-
terests of American labore, They call upon the workers to sup-
port the war, unite with the bosses and sacrifice to the limit,
deluding them with the assertion that this will aid the Soviet
Union, defend democracy and crush fascisme Their arguments are
all false to the core, The stronger the American labor movement
is, the more independent and class-conscious 1t becomes, the bet=-
ter will it be able to defend the Soviet Union against present or
potontial enemies. Those who weaken the working class and its
organizations in any way directly undermine the defense of the
USSR. The weakening of tho labor movement opens® the door for the
entrance of domestic- fasclsms

49, The fight for. democracy begins at home in the fight
to preserve the exlstence.of independent and democratic trade
unionse The labor lieutenants of the capital ists are coupling
their program of capitulation to the bosses with a campaign to
stifle frec expression within the trade unlons. While they demand
support for the war for the sake of democracy, they try to stifle
democracy within the trade unions themselvess The Stalinists 1in
particular are acting as bloodhounds for the bossose Full democ-
racy 1s necessary for the effoctive functioning of the unions and
1s the best guarantee for tho proservation of democratic rights

within the country at largece.

50. Against collaboration with tho bossosl For the indo-
pendonco of tho trade unjons from governmental interforence or
controll 'For the maintenance and extenslon of democracy in tho
trado unionsl No surrendor of tho right to strikel Against wago-
freezing} For a rising scalo of wagos to moet tho rising cost of
‘1iving} Smash the anti-labor and union busting offensive of tho
bosscs by the militant action of united 1labor! This 1is the kind
of program tho workors ncede : ‘ :

. 5le The bosscs! anti-labor campaign 1s being waged not
only in civilian 1ife but also in the army. "By lying storlos
about fabulous wages in the war industrics, blaming the workors
for the lag in war production, brass-hat lecturcs about labor's
"unwillingness to sacrifice,™ ctce the draftoos arc boing inclted
against ‘their fellow-workerse Unfortunately this vile campaign
is mooting with same success, particularly bocause the trado unions
nave failod to take up the cudgels on bechalf of tho neods of tho
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worker-soldierse The unlons must come forward for union wa%es

for draftees, thelr right to hold meetings and to elect thelr

oan officers, a moratorium on all debts owed by draftees, traln-
ing camps financed by the govermment but under control of the

trade unions, including special camps to train worker-offlcers.
7herefore we raise the slogan: For the democratic rights of the
men in the armed forces! For military training camps under control

of trade unions!

52, Labor with a white skin cannot be free so long as
1abor with a black skin is branded. The great contribution of the
Negro workers to the growth of unionism == in Ford's and other
auto plants, in the packing house plants, in the coal mines, in
steel, etc. == 1s but the beginning of what can be done if the
workers of all races firmly unites All workers must speak out:
igainst all forms of Jim Crowisml Equal rights for Negroes in

the armed forces and the war industriesl!

53, The righss of free speech, free press and free assem-
bly must be vigilantly guarded by the labor movement in war time.
The sentencing in Mifmeapolls, on the day war was declared, of
-8 members of the Soeialist Workers Party and of Local 544-CIO,
fipst victims of the Smith "Gag" Act, can be tho forerunner of
similar prosecutdons egainst other labor militants., The Minneapo-
1is convictions must be reversed in the appeal to the higher
courts and the defendants freed, if a dangerous precedent is not
to hover over the entire labor movement, Defend tho Bill of

Rights and free all c¢lass war prisonersl

54, The steps taken by Attorney General Biddle against
Coughlin's Social Justice and other native fascist publications
may lead unwary workers to believe that the Roosevelt administration
1s determined to clean out the fascists. Tho "democratic® govern-
ment of Italy, Germany and Austria that preceded Hitler, Mussolini
and Dolfuss, also took similar steps. But that did not prevent
the crushing of the labor movement by the Pascist gangs. No capil-
talist govermment can be deponded upon to destroy the Fasclistse
Only through the workers' own indepondent action, only by organi-
zing their own Defense Guards, can the workers smash the Fascist
gangs and get rid of the anti-labor, anti~Semitic vermin.

i}

55. The most elementary economic problems facing ‘tho
Yorkors today are Eolitical probloms. The questions of food, rent,
the price of clothing end other necossities, tho owning and
operating of automobiles are controlled directly by political
authoritics and agonts. Wages and hours of labor and working
conditions are routed through War Production and Labor Boards,
etce Wage-freozing is a major political threat. All these
issuesi affecting millions of workers, rcquires thoir united
strugglo by all the toilcrs, including the unorganizod and wvhite=
cellar workers, against the government of Big Business. Yob
organizod labor lacks the olemcntary instrument to carry on-such a
political struggle. While Congress 1s the sounding board for the
anti-labor drive, American labor has not a single representative
of 1ts own in Congrosse. What a mockery of democracy it 1s in
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which over twelve million organized workers and their familles
are without one elected voice in the government! It is time
tne workers ended company unionism on the political field and
procesded to organize an Independent Labor Party based upon the

trade unions.
PERSPECTIVES OF THE WAR

56, The war has hurled everybody and everything intaq the
crucible. The oldest empires are collapsing; long-established
states and governments are being overthrown; economic structures
are being shattered and reshaped; workers! parties and Interna-
tionals are being sunk without a trace. Everything is being sub-

mitted to the test of firee.

57. The imperialist rulers of both camps are fighting
tenaciously to maintain the existing system which has brought

about the prevailll slaughter, misery, chaos and hopelessness,
The rival monopolié% cliques want to reconstruct the world for
their selfish onds. They have not the slightest concern for the
welfare of their own peoples or the oppressed in other lands.
Each strives o0 conquer tho world or-a larger share of it for
thelr own enrichment and power, Both imperialist blocs have the
same predatory aims, although they employ different terms and "
slogans to justify their role in the war, Hitler's "New Order

is simply German capitalism's reedition of the old capitalist
anarchy and oppression. Tho Anglo-American combine has no more
radiant prospect to offer than a new and more monstrous Versailles
treaty that can only lay the groundwork for a Third World War,

58, Imperialism holds out the perspectives of interminable
war, deépening reaction, impoverishment and misery for the masses
at home, enslavement for the conquered and colonial péoples. The
capitaliet system has become so decadent, so bankrupt, so retrogres~
sive that i1t can no longer give the most meagre reforms or improve-
mentse This malignant tumor must be removed before 1t completely
ravages and destroys humanity. -

THE REVOLUTIONARY OUTLOOK

59. Only the direct intervention of the masses themselves
can accomplish this imperative taske. Reactionary to its core,
the imperialist war, despite itself, is uprooting the old order
and speeding up the processes of revolutionary renewals. The
Second World War, preceded by a protracted period of reaction 1s
today prepari the conditions for a new rsvolutionary wave. The
coming revolution will be far more profound than the pre-war
polltlcal reaction and as universal as the present war, The im-
perialist world war will inevitably turn into its own opposite:
the proletaqian world revolution. :

60. At present workers the world over are on the defensive
before international imperialisme But this is only a passing phase
of the ware Just as the earth turns on its axis, so does our
socliety rotate around the class-struggle between capital and labor,.




There are alternating periods of light and darkness for the
workers in the course of this struggle. The present encircling
darkness will not endure. Already the first rays of revolution
in the East herald the approach of a new dawne

e the heralds of that new day. We

summon it; we await it; we prevare ourselves and the working
class for it. Before the outbvesk of the Qusslan Revolution of
1917 there were the dark days of 1914 ani the even darker dsys

of 1915-16, We must do today what Liebtknacht and Luxemburg, what
Lenin and Trotsky did then. We alondo propagate their ideas and

carry on their traditions of struggle against imperialist war and
for international soclialism.

61, We Trotskylsts ar

62, We Trotskyists base our program, our perspectives, our
strategy upon the optimistic revolutionary perspective. We have
far more confidence in the power of the workars to create a new
society than the capitalists themsolves have in their ability to
maintain their outlived system. We are surs that out of the pre=
sent inferno will emergo liberating moverents of the masses on

the model of the Russian Revolution of 1917, The workers and the
colonial peoples will rise up against imperiaiism; conquer politi-
cal power; make a Socialist peaco; reorganize industry and the

war-torn economies on a rational basis. The coming revolution

will.usher in the Socialist socicty of peace, security, human
solidarity and unlimited progress. :

63. We American Trotskyists have every reason to place
confidence in the power and prospects of the American working
class.’ The workers who built bthe strongsst and most militant
union movement in the capitsliist worla during the past decade,
in unremitting struggle againsi the bosses and their agents, are’
only at the beginning of thei» creative caresr. They will build
even %reater economic and political organizatiors, They will
move forward to the estarlicshment of a Werlers and Farmers Govern-
ment as the keystone of the Socialist United States of Nerth and
South America. They will conquer the power and the means for
these achievements through the program and under the guidance of
our Trotskyist Party, the banner~bearer of international socialisme

S




