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NOTES ON PROTETARTAN MTLITAR ISM

by Matthew Roah -

%

. l. Today, as this is written, American conscription is a.
fact. The Burke-Wadsworth bill, in its essence, has been passed. This
* means that our struggle for proletarian control of the military machine
»-at once assumes & higher planes It means that basically the bacifists

and idyll-spswers have been completely vangquished by the imperialist.
-military. machine and have been left% without a programatic leg to stand
--oms . 1t means that the primary struggles for control of this mechine
“have beguns The fact is that we and we alone have now an answer %o
capitalist conscription. : ' a o

. .+ 2e¢ Lt must be realized that cur demand for workers control
-;of the conseript army differs .essentially from the other demands of the
transltional programs  This program was viewed by us as & medium of
.raising the general level of .the class struggle through almost purely =

agitatlonal meanse: We never deluded ourselves with the belief that
these demands, as suchﬁ were accomplishable under capitalism. Rather
they were intended as “bridge" propagande:. Agitation was both the end
~and the .means of %the  .transitional program,

L - On the other. hand we.must take full cognizance of the fact

that our present demands open up much fuller vistas. The Whole essence
-of the agltation is its recalizability. In rclation Lo the present pro-
gram, agitation is mercly a mean, accomplishment of "the program the goal.
Nor should it be said that this interpretation of the transitional de-
mands is vulgar; we are dealing here in vital aspects, not in subtle
nuances . . L

[

- ., 3« In the past our party agitation has suffered by our fail-
ure to centralize and concrctize what rosults have béen showne In the
present tactic -we must not permit the end product of the agitation %o
be a mere disporsion of loose ends. -Wo must see to it that whereover
our agitation mcets with success, tho forces set in motion be utilized.
Since our mcmbers in the vast majority of cascs will nok present reso-
lutions coneerning ftrade union control of conscription as members of
the party the only way to harness passages or local successos of our
resolutions will be through mome typc of trade union committoo either
on a rcgional or national scalc.

4. For instancec, with the pagsage of such rosolubions by
some labor body like the Minncapolis joint trade union councll, follow-
up resolutions of at lecast the following minimum should have bech acted
upon:?

A, Provision for a commitbco to educatc and agitate

among the union membérs of Minncapolis through the medium of %he joint
council's facilitics,

. Be Provision to have the delegates to tho Toamstors!
convontion raiso the question on the floop asg ropreschting the Minnca-
polis Tecamstors,

Ge Provision to have tho question raiscd at $the noxt
AFL convention by delogatos of the joint council.
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- D. Formation of a provisional rogional committcd to
contact and act togother with other tradec unions of the Northwoste

5« It is &lso nocossary to formulate our program in tho
standard legal form - that is, in a goneral form which might be pro=-
sontod before Congreoss. Such formulation sorves to give a national
aspoct fo the agitation, cnhances the intrinsie prestige of tho roso-
lution and placcs the struggle to a more clcarly defincd sphorocs

6+ In gonoral wo must socc to it that whorover such roésoluticns |

arc pasgcd, committcos arc sct up to contact and act in eclose coopera=-
tion with other organizations passing such rosolutions, This will
sorve %o cecntralizec and concrciizo the agitation, and should have in
mind the ocvontual aim of the formation of a national trade union com-
mittce for workers! control of conscription in opposition to thc oxigt-
ing statc military machinc control.

7« No onc minimizes tho need of careful cultivation of tho
ficld as a prelude to carrying out the more concrete features. It would
be an error to think that it is the work of a single day or even a
single monthe It may be a matter of years, Yet the fagt remains that
the formulatlon of the program into legislative form and its channeliza-
tion toward a center remains imperative. :

In the past our party despite its written and spoken declara~
tions of intention to utilize bourgeois institutions, especially the
parlianentary, has in fact shown an anarchistic tinge and shied clear
of these institutions of the capitalist orders The Communist party has
long since learned the use of petltions, legal forms and so on to aid

it in its agitation. We, on the other hand , have manifested a revolu-
tionary inferiority complex. '

8+ Many of the slogans of the Bolsheviks previous to October
were acted on by peasants in distant Siberia who had hardly heard the
name of Lenine. Thelr efforts were channelized  into village and region-
al soviets and even into peasant congresses where %the voice of Bolshe-
vism served as a clarifying reagent %o their struggle, Similarly, if
our slogans are valid and we beliéve they are, we are compelled %o esg~
tablish the centralizing agencies.,

R
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e THE STALINISTS AND A REVOEUTIONARY‘MASS PARTY
' A reoly to Comrade Ge N

by George Storen
(= 1 )

In many articles and documents Comrade T. has referred to the
tremendous problem and obstacles the CP presénted to our mevement.
Comrade GeMe, in his article "Party policy toward Stalinists", attempts
to pose the problem a little more sharply -and place.before thé party
the cryina necd for party acftion in . solving, the ‘question. We have read
egain and.again in our pawty. press that the contradictions of the CP
would rock it %o its foundations,: that the gigantic hammer blows of
history would breach its walls, fnat we would get a $sizablé section of
i%s ‘best elements from its convulsive. dea hAstruggle, etc., etc. Bukb
what has hanpened and why? : N ' : ’

Lo Gomrade G N. makes as. hlS flrst statement that he has felt’;

for a long time that our-policy toward the CP has boen defective and' .
noeds to be reconsidered and rovised, I ask - what policy% Have: we
recally had-a policy that manifested i1tsclf :in action? What were its

. rosults - if any? Theg sad truth of the matter is that we-Mave nover -
consistontly carriecd on-a policy toward the.Stalinists that.bore any

~frults Ve have succccded here and there to!split off isolated individ-
uwals, byt that-is not what is nceded. We have - done more than Comrade
GeNe 1is andv to admit, howovere Excopt for the “fow lcaflets and ed-
itorials! of whieh he speaksy wo ‘have devoted. reams of paper and col-
umng in our press-in atiacking and 6xposing the:CP line in the trade

- unions; nationally and internationally, In fagt, fur 8 long period of
time thc common, vulgar attibude and knowledge of ‘Trotskyilam to the
average worker - when he was awarc of it at all - wss morcly one of
anti-Stalinism« Thero worc and are many ‘rcasons for this but I do no%
think it nccgssary to examine them herce 'No, Comradc G.N. the roasgon
why we. falled to do anything with tho CP was .not because we weéro. lax
in paying attention to it but-beceause. we never had a consistent acti-~
vated policy toward it. . Tho,problom<thatuebnfront5'uS'now~is:n What.
ean wo do today? . - : c : s o

.~)

It was w1th.thls ﬁhought uppermost that I approachod the
artlole-‘Party polloy toward Stalinistd". . Sad o say, it did not .
attack the problem,. it. mcrely poscd it Or to quote Comradé GeN.,

"The purposc. of this article is not to- proscnt speceifiec proposalg for
action bubs.- 5o eall attention to the. problom and to suﬁgost a goneral
solution %o ite" - (pago ll) s _ .

, Comrado GaiN. is oorroct in calllng attcntlon to the problcm.
Ho is incorrcet in his 'general'! solution = for:what -is necdod is .spc-
cific proposals for aétion.. No one disdgreds “in building bridges to
the Stalinist workors. -No one has in tho pagt or would.or should in
the fu%uro. Thé - whole basis of our. 'past poliay, .if wo may ecall it a
policy, ‘has Bocn onc of Jgoncrall solubions with the assgrtion that wo
must reaghthe” Stallnlst woﬁkers. Tho quostlon that crlos up for an
answer is: How? ' ‘ :

i:
v
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If Comrade G.N. is serious, and I believe he is, it was man-
datory of him to present specific proposals, not general solubions. He
states that the problem confronting us is a practical prob}em.. Prac-
tical problems require praciical answerse. . If we are to build the
bridges of which Comrade G.N. speaks we must be ready with steel anad
conere 48 .

(=3 =)

With the approach of the war, the rise of the petty—bourgeois;
.oppositlon in our own ranks reflected the growing pressure upon the :
anti-war forces in the country. The effect of this pressure on the
American masses has managed, at this stage, to separate them into
three broad groupings: 1. the pro-war groups; 2. the pacifists (all
shades); 3. the revolutionary opponents of imperialist war,

Within each of these grecupings there is division and turmoil
and although’thesé differences are by no means basic within each of the
groupings taken separately, as the war hysteria is accelerated the lines
within these groups taken separately will become more and more sharply
drawns The effects of this upon the second grouping, the pacifists,
will be tremendous and their contradictions will force them *to explode
and finally resolve themselveg into the other two groupingss This
will leave the pro-war butchers and their .agents, and the revolutionists
face to face as the two main forces upon the scenee This is the gener-
al perspectivees The question, thereby, resolves itself around this sé-
cond grouping and in one section of this grouping stands the CP today.

Propelled by the switch in the foreign policy of the Kremlin
and executed by the ordérs of the GPU, the Stalinists have accomplished
an about face once more. From theip ultra-patriotic, jingoistic polioy
of collective sccurity they have turned to a seemlhgly opposition %o
the war and the War Deal, . We have analyzed their position as pacifist
but we must realize the difference between a national pacifist group
and the CP with i%s ties to the Comintern and the Kremlins The CP doos
not stand on the pressures of its member ship but whips itg membership
to the RKremline The ordinary pacifist group must bend to its ownh mem-
berships. Not so the CP. Its historic basis and attractive powers stem
from Octobere This basis makes the CP an altogether different organi-
zation than any other in the labor movement.

How many times during the heyday of collective security have
our discussions with Stalinist rank and filers been met with the sincere
assortion that the CP is really revolutionary; that the popular front
or democratic front agitation was only a front to conceal and win over
the backward masses. Many times I was told, "You cannot convinee the
workers by a straightforward revolutionary program. You must get to
him by reforms, by roundabout methods. That is why we use the bactic
of the popular front %o rally all the orogressive forccs of the couhtry-
Then we takc thom to the party and teach them rovolutionary methods."

A Talse theory? Of course it is! The dual position coneept has always
only fooled and disoriontated the workors - not the bourgeoisies. But
that was tho psychological rationalization of the militant Stalinist
during £ fgu_ftlil ,ncriod.t Iho switoh to the Tifth poriod, to tho Sin-
gerg ranc and filer, was to him a logical Stop Tor Whok ; 1
the rovolutionary CP. ~“"Sce™, they'E?Eﬁéim,'”ﬁ%”%%ldhﬁouh:o?hoggftr223
policy has always boon rovolutionary.” We have alwavs beoen againgt
Imporialist War. You t0ld us we were jingoists and"natriotsbbut whon
the war broke out we turncd against 1%,  Look at our anti-war program}"
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' Thls, comrades, is thc Pernel of our Stallnlst Droblem.

I do not belicvo it ncceusary to sncnd any tlmﬁ on the petty
1ntellectuals and democrats who loft the CP when that opganization
changed; 1ts lipne. -Our opinion‘-about " thls sort of pcrson was crystal-
1lZ®d bv,our own factlon flght- '

AEER R

TN Gl T )

T fcol that I must take 1ssue w1th.some of the asg sorhlons of
Comrade GsNe. on the past: and vrescnt. analysis of our attitude toward

the CPers spceificall y and the othor SGml“SOGlalJSt and psoudo—radloal
nr@ups gcnsrally. . , o

This Comrado takos great pains: to. p01nt out that ‘Trom our
own rovolutlonary standpoint, all the:shadés -of bourgcois-democratic and
soclal-paciflc opinion have been propelled farthor from us, whilo the
Stalinists have boon brought a step closer. As the official prossuroc
of the patriots 1nton31flos with the proparation for war, wnless now
factars 1ntcrvene, thils process -will eontihue. to develop farther "
(page 11). Therefore, the logical conclusion'is drawn: "We must get
oloser to the Stalinlst workers who have been brought closer o use "
‘ (page 11) : : : : . .

This formulaﬁioh Brings up the. entire. problem of the relation-
ship of the CP to the. Comlntern and- the relatlonshlp of the Comlntern
to the Stalin-Hitler pact.::

. ”he Stallnists have . been broughb a. step closer -to us? How?
By supporting the Stalin-Hitler pact? They have dropped their violent
anti-fascist propaganda and have coricentrated on the "democraciess"

Their opposltlon today to the Roosevelt administration and the War Deal

has a deep pacifist coloration. - Is this a step closer? That is only

a superflclal me thod of anproachlng the entire problem. The CP has not
come closer to us in the revolnulonary senses 1t .has merely changed

. its alliess From the ”democrauLGQ it has switched to the fascistse
Its negative . propaganda againgt Roossevelt and -the War Deal cannot be

conSldored an approach.to a revolul lonary positions. - It 1s this that we

must take as our. starting points As for tne farther development of

the Stalinists -toward us, especially "from our own revolutionary stand-
point" the entire formulation is incorrects  Can we expect the CP to

develop along the revolutionary road in any senge of the term? To ask
this is to ask whether the Kremlin can develo? along the revolutionary

road, for both Comrade G.N. and I agree ‘that 'The CP's utter dependence

.upon the Kremlln’" foreign policy gives not only a spurious and hypo~
eritical but a transitory character %to its present anti-war line.

(page 11) Nol revolutlonary develonment.of the CP is ruled out com-

1etely R : . : : o !

Comrade G‘N. may DrOtGut that what he means is that the Stal-
1nlst rank and filer has dropped his democratic phraseology and has been
Eartly turned toward a revolutlonary position. He hag been brought a

step closer" to the revolutionary position by the turn ‘in the CP appar -
atus, Comrade GsN.? You claim this was-brought about by the spurious
revolutionary line of the CP. You say: Meanwhile, it cannot be denied
that the Stalinist campaign against Roosevelt'!s War Deal and their mas-
duerade as revolutionists has diminished our power of political
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attraction among the broad masses of workerse The radical worker can-
not easily distinguish between the counterfeit ,and the genuine oppon-
ents of capitalism and its war. This includes the Stalinist workers."
(page 11) Does all this mean that the Stalinists have come a step
closer to us or does it mean that the radical worker and the sincere
Stalinist worker believes the CP to be revolutionary? -Simple English
compels me to take the latter part of the question to be truee And
this belief is and has beern the groatest drawing card and attraction

of the CP in all countries, sincc the-October Revolution. We have said
that befores In cvery country in the world, as thoe workers movod lefb-
ward the OP became the center: France, China, Spain, oto. This move-
moent to the CP by the radical-minded worker is the result of October -
the workcrs believe that the CP is still the old Bolshovik Party.
Therein lics our task to the radical-minded worker and the Stalinist
workor ~ to convince him that the CP is not the Bolshevik Party, that
the CP 1s not revolutionary and that his place is with a revolutionary
party of the Fourth International. In this struggle history is with

US « :

Under the terrific blows of history in this period and tho
next, we can cxpect more violent and sudden zig-zags of the Kremlints
forcign policy than ever boforce Comrade G.N. agrces: “Tomorrow, in
conformance to a switch in Stalin's policy, tho CP may (?%) radically
shift its course again." (page 11) Not may, but must} Stalin, today,
is alrcady dickering with England through Sir Stafford Cripps and tho
UsSs on the question of Japans Changes in his poliey will come and
cach change will subject the CP memborship %o scverer blowse That ip
our stengthj thoroin lic our opportunitics; there is the koy to our
struggle with Stalinism! Undor the forco of those blows, tho CP of
this country, and of any other country whore it still cxists, will crum-
ble like duste The scemingly inpregnable fortross of the Comintern's
robot machincs will fly like chaff before the wind.

(=5 =)

Pormit mec, comrades, to digress a littlece I had intended %o
tako up the relationships of our movement with the non-Stalinist group+-
ings of wgich Comrade G.N. so blithely and totally places within the
War Deal "To-a groator or losscr deogroo from tho governmental contoress"
Unfortunately, I alrecady find that this article will occupy mers space
‘than T had originally intondod. Thoreforc, I will limit mysclf to ono
point on this important topice

" Comrado GeN. takcs great carc to draw a clecar distinetion
between "tho rascals that boss the CP" and "tho sincore workors within
and under the .influcnec of their organization.! (page 13) This is ab-
solu?c%y corrects Yect ho lightmindedly lumps thoﬁwérkcrs of the non~
Stalinlst groups into the “...ono, rigia, unchangeablo, roactionary
mass... that he crics out against in rolation to the GP. If "Wo must
stop treating the Stalinist movemont in practice (his ¢mphasis) as ono
rigid, unchangeablo, rcactionary mass?™® (pago 13); why, in hcavon's
namc, throw up our hands in despair and considor tho ngn~8talinist
groupings! workers and sympathizors lost forover and cver? No 'Comrado
G+N. Many workcrsg of those groups will also travel the revolu%ionar
road and comc to us. And it is of oxtromo importance.'that we bo nrog
parcd %o rcecive thoms : T
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The phrasc 'Conditions have changed' hos bocn slightly over-
worked during the 'past few years. To meet it in an article at this
time immedlately arouses a suspiclous attitude on the part of a great
many of our comrades. The mere statement is "loaded“. The comrades
remember that 1t was the chief battlecry of the petity-bourgeois oppodsi-~
tion and of the Stalinists when they attempted to answer our points.
Its use by Comrade G.N. does not allay any of this suspicion but on the
contriry brings i% %o the surface with the questionst! How? and Show me
where?®

' Just what objective conditions have changed? The US govern-
ment is preparing for war? That is an old story. The New:Deal became
the War Deal long ago. The war in Europe? That is more than a year
old, What Comrade G.N. means by "Objective conditions have changed,"
is the chanpge in the line of the CP - by no means a basic change in the
objective conditionst¢ . TTtTere T

Fundamentally, the CP has not changed one iotal The switch
in line does not mean a change in objective conditions: What has hap-
pened in the US 1ls that the War Deal has been accelerated and that the
CP and the Comintern have beccome the tail of Hitler with the Stalin-
Hitler pact as they were the tail of the “democracies" after the Franco-
Soviet pacti No, conditions have not changed, but have been speeded upl

There is another points Comrade G.N. states, "Our past policy
{(to the Stalinists = G.S.) has been one of uniform opposition. The most
elementary attempts at united front actions were considered out of the
gquestion.ss» beecause théy (the Stalinists - G.S.) were practically pol~
itical impossibilities," (page 11) Comrade G.N. has become bewildered.
Our past policy to the CP has not been one of uniform opposition. (T
am not sure just what G.N. means here by policy. If he means political
opposition he has already forgotten the faction fight and the Professor's
charachterization of the majority and Comrade T. as & left cover for
Stalin.) We are not merely anti-Stalinistse Comrade G.N. has adopted
the theory ad hominems Noither were united front attempts and appeals
on our part considered out of the question. We have made such appeals
before; the one that jumps immediately to mind is the appeal for the
united front to various organizations and especially to the CP in the
anti-fascist demonstration at Madison Square Gardene Our opposition to
the Stalinists has in’ the past and will in the future be based oh polit-
ical considerations ~ ag it is toward any non-revolutionary and counter-
revolutionary organization. We make no organizational or political
concessions of any sort to an cnemy in the ranks of the working class
or to the bourgeoisies. Appeals for the united front is one of our
basic policies and one which we always employ. We have never rcfused
to utilize certain non-party organizations in order to strongthon the
influence of our organization over the working class and to Gonsolidate
our movements That is the basis for the united front tactio,

In the case cited above at the Garden, it was the Stalinist
loadership that turned down the united front appeal by attoempting %o
Ignorc ite Despito this policy of the CP bosscs, many rank and rile
members . of the CP answered the call to picket the Gardene. In this in-
stance we were able t0 go over the heads of the CP lecaders and reach

the members of the CPe In this manner, we achicved a united front
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Yenom below" = not in the mechanical manner of the third period Stalin-
ist line, but in life. In the fubture we can expect many more such
united front aetions if we handle. the situstion correctly. Here is one
bridge to the sincere Stolinist militant rankz and £ilert Hero 13 one
me thod of stllklnp & bLOw un TG ¢r mdnllﬂ\1 e wust show in action
that lu is weo, anz . Not the UR; Who 8re @ligﬁii%L_ZT:U1ne rPVOLutlcnary
For COﬂGlL'Suory oraanizacional manduvecs can sever accomplisn this
qu for use Lk-1ls neccssary to act in 1life,; 4o utilize cach and evory
blow ‘life delivers to the solar plexus of thﬂ GP machine and tiiose blows
will come more frediuently and more scverely as the tempo of tho war do -
velons and the contradictions of the Kromlin burcaucreacy arc posed moro
and more sharnly. That is the roadl Appcasemcnt of an irrcconcilablo
cnemy - and that is what the CP is to us, will ncver @ccomplish tho aim
of* Comrade Geife = climination of tho greatost obstacle to buvilding a
mags rﬂvolutlonary Darty. '

: , No ObJOCtLVG condmtlons buve not. chan cd' the tempo has ine
creascd and the dialockical procoss will soon brlng about a dhango'

It is for that change that we must nroparc, and the oropar”tlon for
the change in tho- CP line as the Kromlin despora atoly trics to manouvor
betwoen tho impowrialists to gtall off attack is the grecatest weapon we
have in our strqulo &lthAthO SLdllDlSL m%chlne‘ «

_ It is much moro dlffleult to answer an articlc thai ono is 1n
agrcomont with partially, than an drticlo with which onc disagroos on-
tircly. lho basiec linc of Comrade G,We«'s articlc is: Ve must find now
roads %0 approach’ the miliktant, sincore CP rank and filecr. I apgrco
'wholohoaruodlv. Ho sa ys, Yo must be on the alert to scizc cvery ococa~-
sion in & locality, tho: brado unlonsi or on political lSoUGS, to build
bridgcs. toward the Stalinist workers' I agrece although' ther mixcd
-?hrqgoologv ig dloconco@thg, for-in whut TCSQhC$ docs he. usc tho phraso

political issucs" in conjunction with localitics and tradec unions?
My ODDOSlLlOﬂ turns on $£ho vaguc forﬂulatlons of thesc political issucse

To attompt to ©ffcet a curo without first disrnosing tho
discasc correctly is the mc$hodology of the Quack doctor and tho. modi=
cinc man who have an 'oxolanatLon', but that oxnlanatlon is worthlcss,
Wo cannot cxpcoet any measurc. of succoss In owr attomvis to break tho
CP machine unless a diagnosis is gorrcet. Comrade b.h:, to my cstima~-
tion, has.a corrcct porspeoctive coupled with an incorrcct dizznosis.
Thig Incorrcet diagnosis rbvoﬂlﬂ 1tsclf in overy attompt ho makou in
his article to ocxpound on tho "stop closcr" thoorv. Once and for all
we must make this point cleare Whon he says? "o must show thom (the
CP wilitants) that although we arc implacable cncmics of all Stalinism
stands for, we arc at the samo timo willing to supnort thom in cvory -
struggle agaoinst. tho L&pltﬂllstu and to hail cvory advonco they maLo
along tho rcvolutlonary roade¥ (pago 14) This formulation rovitalizos
thoe cntire question of the "stop closcn® thoorys - The fact reomaing that
the Stalinist cannot advance along tho rcevolutionary road and romain 4
membor of .tho CPI A workcr can progrcss by bceoning ClQSS conscioud,
by joining a working class orpﬂnlzat¢on, aftor f ollow1ng the bourgooxé
organizations but hc can only advancc along tho revolutionary road in a
rovolutionary” organlzﬂtlone IThe C«P. stands as o trap %o tho lef tward
moving vorkor, fog he OOLLuVPS Sho | UaPp to_be revolutionory,.ant Lo

ﬁ“ﬁj’cnnno ¢ ropont cnnnot udv°n oo along the rovol
Y utlonﬁrr roqd! It
ia our taglk to show tho workor “the ¢ovolutlonﬂrv roadi :

I{oqu B "
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The fundamental tactic we must use in this struggle with the
CP is the %tectic of the United Front. This policy will convince the
CPer in actlon of what we really aré, and where we are going, United
front apheﬂi Tor freedom of sneeoh, against attacks byghoadlums and
vigilante groups, against govarnmental attacks on the trade unions, for
the freedom of class war prisoners, etce Ih the trade unlons we must
defend the Stalinists from attacks by the government and the union bur-
eaucrats = but our defense mus@_point out that we are defending the
worker, not the Stalinist, that we hove nothing in common with his
porty or hig principles, that our defense is one of the centire working
closse This means that we do not give any political or organizational
support 4o the Stalinist machine in any way. The cry of "Fif £k column-
ists" roised agoinst the Stalinists by the bourgeoisie and cchoed by
the petty bourgeoisie and the labor fakers, also some workers, places
the CP under political attocks Our attitude to that must be one of
explaining %o the worker what this hwe and ery means, why it is raised,
the purposcs behind it. To defend the CP organizationally against such
ottoacks means to tie oursclf to the CP chariot and %o weaken ourself
in thé cycs of the Stalinist workers os woll as the cntire working
classe The Stalinists know thot they arc not fifth columnists. There
is no neced for us %o tell them thoy are not. We must point out to thenm,
their sympathizers, and the backward workers the meaning of such attacks
ond the rclationships of their orgonization to the government and the
Kremlin's foreign policye In this manner we can bogin to weakon their
tics to the C.P.

To be morc concrocte.

The parity must begin to conecntrote on the Stalinist line in
the party presse Perhaps a smell column on the front page can bc uscd
for thiss A spceinl scriecs of onc cont pamphlets and leaflots for CP -
mcctings can be drawn up and distributed ot their mceting consistentlye.
We must bo up %o the minute on all CP affairs and the contents of our
literaturc to the Stalinists must be on theo subjeccts that he is boing
agitated about by the CPe We must 2t all times counterposc our analysis
and our mothod %to that of the CP lince We can bc morc bold in our pre-
dictions as £0 CP policye That will bocomec the psyechological break for
the Staliniste I wo had utllized our prediction of the Stalin~Hitler
pact morc boldly and made sure that the Stalinists had received our 1lit
erature their sarcastic laughter at first would have turned to bitter
realization that perhaps the Trotskyists knew what they were talking
aboute

It would be folly for us %o draw up a blueprinte Experience
and constant studying and working on the problem as it develops will
show us the way. The main thing right now is to begin.

(=7 =)

One word more. Objectlons that will arise from our enemles
will not deter us. WNeither will those rising from our “friends". 4 well
directed and executed plan of operations will reveal soon enough to all
who have eyes to see, that the Trotskyists have not become Stalinists.
To our sincere sympathizZers we must point out Just what we are doing and
explain to them our positione.

I end on the same note as Comrade GeN.: Despite the dangers
and daifficulties involved we must beﬂin our work on the Stallnlsts. Not
because the Stalinists are moving closer to us" but because "Fundamen-
tally, tho CP is the greatest hinderance to our task of building a mass
revolutionary party in the U.S. We q1m to destyroy thls obstacle and
eliminate it from the labor movements"
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The fundamental tactic we must use in this strugqle with the
CP is %the %tactic of the United Front, This policy will convince the
CPer in action of what we really aré, and where we are going United
front apnqu for freedom of sneeoh against atitacks byéhoadlums and
vipgilante groups, against qovernment”l otbacks on the trade unions, for
the freedom of class war prisoners, etce In the trade unions we must
defend the Stolinists from attacks by the government and the union bur-
eaucrots ~ but our defensé must point out that we are defending the
worker, not the Stalinist, that we hove nothing in common with his
porty or his principles, that our defense is one of the entirc working
closse This means thct we do no%t pgive any political or organlzstlon 1
support to the Stalinist machine in any waye The cry of "fifth: column-
15ts" railsed ageinst the Stolinists by the bourgeoisic and cchoed by
tho petty bourgeoisie and the labor fa kers, also some workers, places
the CP under political attecks Our cttitude to that must be one of
explaining to the worker what this hue and cry mecans, why it is roiscd,
the purposes behind ite. To defcnd the CP orgonizationally against such
ottacks means %o tie ourself to the CP choriot and to weaken ourself
in the cyes of the Stalinist workers cs well os the cntire working
classe The Stalinists know thot they are not fifth columnists. There
is no nced for us %o tell them they are not. Wo must point out to thenm,
their sympathlzers, and the backward workers the meaning of such attacks
ond the rclationships of their orgonization to the government and the
Kremlin's forecign policy. In this manncr we can begin to weakon their
tics to the C.Pe

Te be morc concrcte.

The pérty must begin to coneccontrote on the Stalinist line in
the party presse Perhaps a smell column on the front papge can bc used
for thise« A spcecial scrics of onc cont pamphlots and leafleots for CP -
mectings can be drawn up and distributod ot their mccting consistentlye
We must bo up to tho minute on all CP affairs and the contcnts ol our
litoraturo to tho Stalinists must be on tho subjects that he is being
agitated about by the CPs Wo must at all times counterposc our analysis
and our mecthod %o that of the CP linc. We can be morc bold in our prec-
dictions as to CP policy. That will bocome the psychological broak for
the Stalinistse If we had utilized our prediction of the Stolin-Hitlor
pact morc boldly and made sure that the Stalinists had received our 1lit
erature their sarcastic laughter at first would have turned %to bitter
realization that perhaps the Trotskyists knew what they were tallking
aboute

It would be folly for us to draw up 2 blueprint. Experience
and econstant studying and working on the problem as it develops will
show us the way. The main thing right now is to begine

(=7 =)

One word more. Objections that will arise from our enémies
will not deter use Neither will those rising from our "friends". 4 well
directed and executed plan of operations will reveal soon enough to all
who have eyes to see, that the Trotskyists have not become Stalinists,
To our sincere sympathizers we must point out just what we are doing and
explain to them our positiones

I end on the same note as Comrade GsN«: Despite the dangérs
and difficulties involved we must bean our work on the St&llnlStS' Not
because the Stalinigts are moving closer to us" but because Fundamen~
tally, the CP is the greatest hinderance to our task of building a mas
revolutionary party in the U.S. Ve alm to destroy this obstacle and
eliminate it from the labor movement."

Scptember 9, 1940
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