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DISCUSSION WITH LUND fugust 7, 1940

Question: 1. What should be the role of a draftable revolutionist
in the United States now?

(a) Should he try to avoid the draft?

(b) To what extent should the party try to conserve
i1ts cadres? ' C

(¢) Should the party concentrate most of 1ts
strength in the military or industrial sections
of the country? ‘

(d) Wnat are the alternative roles of a woman revo-
lutionist in this war?

Iund: If he is draftable, then let him be drafteds I don!t think he

should try to avold the draft ~ he must go with his generation
and participate in its 1life, Should the party try to conserve its
cadres by savihg them from the army? This means conserving them in a
very bad senses When the best part of the population io mobilized,
then our cadres must be among them. - o

Should the party concentrate most of its strength in the
military or industrial organizations? This depends upon the size of
the militarization and mobilization, If the greater part of the pop-
ulation is milltarized then the greater part of our party would also
‘be in the army,. : :

About the women - inasmuch as the women will replace men in
many branches of industry and social work, our comrades .will also play
the role of their generation. K K

., We_should understand that the life of this society, politics,
everything, will be based upon war, therefore' the revolutionary program
must also be based upon war, Ve cannot oppose the fact of the war with
wishful thinking; with pious pacifism. We must place ourselves upon -
the arena oreated by this societys The areng is terrible ~ it is war =
but inasmueh as we are weak and ineapable of taklng the fate of soclety
into our hands; inasmuch a8 the ruling class is strong enough to impose
upon us this war, we are obliged to accept this basis for our activity.

I read a short report of a discussion that Shachtman had with
& professor in Miehigan, and Shachtman formulated this idea: "Let us
have a program for peace, not war; for the masses, not for murder ,"
ete.s What does this mean? If we do not have. peace, we cannot have a
program for peace.: If we have war, we must have a program for war, and
the bourgeoisie cannot help organizing tho ware Nelther Roosevolt nor
- Willkie are free to deoide; they must prepare “the war, and when thay

have prepared it they will conduct® 1f. They will say they ocannot do

othorwise, beeause of the danger from Hitler, etce, of the danger from
Japan, etes There is only one way of avolding the war ~ that is the
overthrow of this soclety. However, as we are to0 weak for this task,
the war 1s inevitable. The quostion then, for us, is not the same as
in the bourgeois salon - "lot us write an article’ on peace, otoe",
whieh is suitable for publications like The Nation, Our péople must
consider 1t seriously; we must say: the war 1s inevitable, so lot us
have an organized workers' program for the war. The draft of the youth



—2-0
is a part of thc war and beccomcs part of our progranm.

It 1s questionable whothor the U.S. will send an oxpedition-
ary force at this timce I havoe the impression that they aroe not dis-
posed to send an army to Europe or anywhere else for a couple of years,
beccause you cannot crcatc such an army ovor-night in & country where
you do not have & military tradition, as for instance, in Germany,
where for centurles they have had a tradition of Prussian militarism.

Fa

"~ Now the capitalists wish to create this tremondous army of
millions, to create officers, to creatc a new military spirit, and they
have begun with full success to change the public opinion of the nation
toward militarism. At the time that Roosevelt made his éampaign speooch,
there was an outburst of public opinion for isolationism, but now all
this sontiment belongs to the past - to the childhood of the hation -
in spite of the fact that it took place only a fow months ago.

‘Now the national feeling is for a tromendous army, navy and
air force. This is the psychological atmosphore for the creation of
a military machine, and you will sce it bocome stronger and stronger
overy day and cvery weok. You will have military schools, ctc. and a
Prussianization of the U.S. will take place. Tho sons of the bourgeois
familles will bocome imbued with Prussian fcelings and ideals, and
thoir parents will be proud that their sons look 1like Prussian lieuten-
ants. To some oextont this will be also truc of the workorse.

That 1s why wo must try to separate tho workers from the
othors by a program of education, of workers schools, of workors offi-
cers, dovoted to the wolfaro of tho workor army, etc. Weo cannot cseape
from the militarization but inside the machine we can obsorve tho elass :
line. The American workers do not want to be conquored by Hitlor, and
to thosc who say "Iet us have & poace program", the workor will reply,
"But Hitler do6és not want & poacc program." Thorofore we say: Wo will
dofend tho Ue.S. with a workors' army, with workora! offTcors, with a
workors' governmont, ctece If wo arc not pacifists, who walt for a bet-
tor futuro, and If we aro active rovolutionists, our job is t6 penetrato
into tho whole military machins. Of coursc, out of this army, tomorrow
thoy might solect a corps to sénd to some battleficld, and no doubt
this corps will bo annihilated, but war is a risky business and we oan-
not invent any medicine against thosc risks,

Of oourse tho party can mdko cortain oxcoptions of thosc mon
who aro necessary for a cortain job, but this concorns only individual
oxceptions, and horo wo aro discussing thc rulo. Fur thermoro, our
comrades should bo tho bost soldicrs and tho bost officcrs and at tho
same time tho best class militants, Thoy should provoko in the work-
ors & mistrust of tho old tradition, tho military plans of the bour-
 geols class and officors, and should insist upon tho nocossity of odu-
cating workers'! officors, who will be absolutoly loyal to tho prolotar-
iat., In this cpoch every great Question, national of international,
will be resolved with arms =~ not by peaceful means. It doesn't depend
upon my will or your will, but is caused by the contradictions of the
society which has put this problem before us, and from which we cannot
escapes That is why it is the duty of every worker and revolutionist
to learn how to manipulate arms skillfully.,

About the losses in the trade unions, if we have a large
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mobilization, then the unions will immediately lose the best elements
and only the oldér people will remain. These people are not as likely
to be persistents On the other hand, the younger generations for the
first time in history will feel themselves armed - by the State itselfl
It 1s absolutely correct that in the first period we will have an
explosion of chauvinistic patriotism, and that we will be isolated even
more than now, and that this period of activity will inevitably be
limited by repressions, but we must adapt ourselves to the situation.
That is why 1t would be doubly stupid to present a purely abstract
pacifist position today; the féeling the masses have is that it is

- necessary to defend themselves. We must say: “Roosevelt (or Willkie)
says it is necessary to defond the country; goodl only it must be our
country, not that of the 60 families and their Wall Street. The army
must be under our own command; we must have our own officers, who will
be loyal to us." In this way we can f£ind an approach to the masses
‘that will not push them away from us, and thus to prepare for the
seecond step - & more revolutionary one.

We must use the example of France to the very end. We must
say "I warn you, workers, that they (the bourgeoisie) will betray youl
Look at Petaln, who is a friend of Hitler. Shall we have .the same
thing happen in this 'country? We must create our own machine, under
workers' control." We must be careful not to identify ourselves with
the chauvinists, nor with the confuscd sentiments of self -preservation,
but we must understand their foelings and adapt ourselves to these
feelings critically, and prepare the masses for a botter understanding
of the situatlon, otherwise we will remain a sect, of whioh the paci-
fist variety is the most miserable. - '

We must also gsay that the war has a tendency toward totali-
tarian dictatorship. War dcvelops a centralization, and during war
the bourgeois class cannot allow the workers any now oonccssions.

The trade unions will thercforec become a kind of Red Cross for the
workers, a sort of philanthropic.ihnstitutions The bosses .themsclves
will be under control by the .Scate, cvonything will be sacrificed to
the:army and the trade union' influcnco will become Zero. And we must
say of this now: "If you don't place yourscives on & workers! mili-
tary basis, with workers' schools, workors' officers, otee and go %o
war on tho old’'stylo military basis, you will be doomed." And this,
in its own way, will prescrve the trade unions thomselvos.s

: Evon if tho U,S. send armies abroad, to Europe or Asia, and
the mortality rate will -be ‘expectodly high, wo cannot make exceptions
for our comrades, bccause on the othor hand wc cannot forsee the tompo
of rovolutionary development in Europe or Asia, and porhaps the Amey i-
can army will onter such a country during a revolutionary boginning.
In that ocasc cven:two or thrcec of our men can play a tromendous role
during such a poriods They might try to uso this American army against
such a rovolution, and in that casc’ oven one couragcous man can turn
tho ‘rogiment into anothor direcction. This cannot bo forcsecon - there
a{o too many unknowns; but that is why wo say we must all go with our
Cla8SSe

I do not belicve that a revolutionary can romain aside for
the first critlcal poriod - say, a ycar or so - and thon ocomo with his
stick and hat and say, "Now, comrados, wo will begin the rovolution]"
Excuso me for making a caricaturc of this. But if ho is in tho army
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and tolls tho others about the dangers in tho bourgeoils institutions
and advisos thom %o crcatc a workérs'! program for war, in spitc of all
the chauvinistic attacks upon him, and oven if they turn him away,
they will later say, "Remembor, he told us so6s" And thon ho bccomos
an authoritye This is rcpcated in cvery war, and not only in wars but
in strikos and trado union movemontse All they have to rcmombor is:
"This man warned us and we rojccted him.," Thon he bocomes their loador,
a hecroe.

If the lcaders scok only to prescrve themsclves, that is what
thoy bceomo; proscrves - dricd proscrvese. If thoy ontor tho movement,
thoy give tho Impulsc to five, ten, twenty othorse It is morc impor-
tant to multlply our cadrcs than to prosorve thom, and they can be
multiplied by thce hundrods. Our cadrcs noccd ocducation and cxpcrichneo
in mass movements, and how can they get this outsido the lifc of the
masscs? No, it is not possiblo to jump out of your cpochs Morcover,
wvo would have to make arrangements with the Gonoral Staff, and I am
suro thoy would not agrco with tho idca of oscapcl

Question 2. How will tho backwardncss of tho U.S. working class
- advance or rotard tho growth of fasciam?

(a) What arc tho possibilitics of tho war timc dic-
tatorship bocoming a full flodged fascist dictas
torship? B

Lund: Tho backwordness of tho UeS. working class 1is only a rclative
. torme In many vory important rospocts it is tho most progros-
sivi working class of the world; tcehnically, and in 1ts standard of
liv nge ‘

Wo ean look forward now to a chango in the ococonomic situation
of tho U.Ss - a vory brusquo changc, and thon when the war comos, to
the miscéry which wlll follow. Evon now, under the program of militar-
ization, with millions upon billions thrown into tho war machinc, the
rapid lowering of the standard of living for tho working olass will
producc a very rapid change of mind in tho Amcrican workorse

Tho Amecrican workor 1s wory combative = as we have scon durs=
ing the strikes. They have had the most rebellious strikes in the
worlde. What the American worker misses is a spirit of géneralization,
or analysis, of his class position in society as a whole. This lack
of social thinking has its origin in their whole history - the Far West
with the perspectlve of unlimited possibilities for everyone to become
rich, etee Now all that is gone, but the mind remdins in the past,
Idealists think the human mentality is progressive, but in reality it
is the most conservative element of societye Your technique is pro-
gressive but the mentallity of the worker lags far behind. Their back=
wardness conslsts of thelr inabllity to generalize their problem; they
consider everything on a personal basis,

Now, the war will teach the American workers socigl thinking.
The economle crisis has already begun and in the C.I.O. we see the
first reaction of the workers - confused but important. They begin to
feel themselves as a class; they see 10 to 14 millions of unemployed,
etce Now the war will continue to teach them social thinking, and this



means revolutionary thinking.

About fascisms In all the countries where fascism became
victorious, we had before the growth of fascism and its vietory, a
wave of radicalism of the masses; of the workers and the poorer pea-=
sants and farmers, and of the petty bourgeois class. In Italy, after
the war and before 1922, we had a revolutionary wave of tremendous
dimensions; the state was paralyzed, the police did not exist, the
trade unions could do anything they wanted = but there was no party
capable of taking the power. As a reaction came fascism.

In Germany the same. We had a revolutionary situation in
1918; the bourgeois class did not even ask to participate in the power.
The Social Democrats paralyzed the revolution. Then the workers tried
again in 1922-23-24., This was the time of the bankruptey of the Com-
munist party - all of which we have gonhe into before. Then in 1929-30-
31 the German workers began again a new revolutionary wave. There was
a tremendous power in the communists and in the trade unions, but then
came the famous policy of Social Faseism, a policy invented to paralyze
the workilng class. Only after these thrce tromendous waves, did fas-
cism become & big movement. Thore are no exceptions to this rule =~
fascism comes only when the working elass shows complete incapacity
to take into its own hands the fate of society. -

In the U.S, you will have the same thing. Already there
are fascist elements, and they have of course the examples of Italy
end Germanye Thoy will therefore work in a more rapid tempo. But you,
also have the oxamples of other countries., The next historic waves
in the U.S« will be waves of radicalism of the masscsj not fascisme
Of course the war can hinder the radicalization for some time but then
it will givo to the radicalization a more tremendous tompo and swing.
The war cannot organically change dovelopments but only retard them
for somo time - and then give them a push. War, as’'we have said before,
is only the continuation of politics by other moans. In this sense,
I am sure you will have many possibilitics to win the power in the U.3.
before the fascists can become a dominant force.

We must not identify war dictatorship =~ the dictatorship of
the military machine, of the staff, of finance oapital - with fascist
dictatorship. For the latter there 1s first nccessary a feeling of
desporation of large masscs of the people. When the révolutionary
partics betray them, whon tho vanguard of workers shows its incapacity
to lead the poople to victory - then the farmers, the small business
men, the unemployoed, the soldicrs, ctc. become capable of suppor ting
a fasclst movement, but only then. ’

A military dictatorship is purcly a bureaucratic institution,
reinforoed by the military machine and bésed upon the disorientation
of the poople and their submission to ite After some time their feol-
ings can change, and’ they can bocome robellious against tle military
dictatorship.

Yes, the fceling against conseription in the U.S. could
possibly become a point of doparturc for such a rebelliousness. Here
is our opportunity to show the workers how the bourgeois class resolves
its problems,and we could say: "You see, thoy now want to impose upon
you & Prussian militarism, with its lack of rogard for workors!' lives."
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We could demand, possibly, the electlon of officers - and this can
become & very good slomane. "Officers elected by the Soldiers them-
selves. -

Question 3. What are the possibilities of building a self-sustaining
econpmy in the western hemisphere?

- . Not very good, especially during the war. During the war we
will have a deepening of self-sustaining misery throughout the whole
western hemisphere. The war is “only the beginning =~ the results will
remain for decades. Even Hitler, who now has Europe, and tomorrow will
have Great Britain, has only hungry people. He must have the colonies,
and that signifies the oceans - and that means a fight with the U.S.
for the dominions of Great Britain. This would be & long term conflict,
and after the German soldiers and sailors have been at war, they will
return home to a country of misery, of famine and pestilence.  These
are Hitler!s gains for the next years. '

: When the U.S. goes to war they will introduce & war ‘economys
-This means saeorificing everything for the army and war purposes = and
misery for the population, How can there be a self-sustaining economy
for the UeSe? In times of peace you have 10 million unemployed = and
this in a time of reclative prosperity; during crlses you have 13 to

14 million unemployeds Moreover you must export. 2To6 do this you must
importe What? Products that will ruin your farmers, who are even now
being supported artificially? No, there is no possibility. Instead,
it 1is necessary to organize a kind of fascism ~)an organized control
of the misery, because what is . fascism except the organization of mis-
ery for the people. Tho New Deal tried to do it in a better way but
did not sueceed, because at that period you remalined too rich for a
.fascist misery. Howover you will bccome poorer &and poorer, and as &
result the next New Deal will bo in fascist forme The only solution
carrics the name of Socialism. _

. The Pan American conferocnce is probably the last spectacular
form of convulsion of the Rooseltian Good Neighbor policye. The U.S.
cannot enter a world wer, or even make scrious preparation for it with-
out assuring first the full domination of the Latin. American countries.
‘Thoir real assurance is their American fleet and air-craft, so that
the iron fist shows beneath thé Good Ncighbor policy. We saw that
Argontine was a bit robellious, but that was their last convulsions of
indeopendence, Washington will not permit such a rebellious attitude.
The armics, of course, have a world purpose, but the immodiate stép is
first directed to South Amcrica to tcach them to obey. For the U.S.,
Latin America is like Austriga and “Czcchoslovakia was to Hitler - a
springboard to the larger things. ' s

As to whether the UlS. will take direct control over tho
Latin American countrics, Canéda, or let them remain under governors =
gauleciters - we will see boths We will have various combinations in
tho next period, and Weshington will name the torms.

Question 4. In your opinion wore there chough political diffcrences
. betweon the majority and minority to warrant a split?
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Lund: Here it 1s also necossary to consider the Question dislcctical-

ly, not mcchanicallyes What doos this terrible word "dialecetics"
mean? It mcans to consider things in their dovolopment, not in their
static situation. If wo take the political differcnces as thoy are,
we can say thoy wero not sufficient for a split, but if they doveloped
a tendency to turn away from the proleotariat in the direction of petty
bourgeols eirclos, then tho same diffcronces can have an absolutely
difforent value; a difforont woightj if they are eonnectod with a
differont social group. This is a very important point.

Ve have the fact that tho minority split away from us, in
spite of all the moasurcs taken by the majority not to split. This
significs that their inner social feccling was such that it is impos-
sible for them to go togother with uss It is a potty bourgeois tondon-
cy, not a prolctarian. If you wish & now conf irmation of this, we
have an cxcellent ocxample in the article of Dwight Macdonald.

First of all, whrt characterizes a prolctarian rcvolutionary?
No onc is obliged to participate in a rovolutionary party, but if he
docs participate, he considers tho party soriously. If wo darc to call
tho pcoplec for a rovolutionary change of socioty, wo carry a tremondous
responsibllity, which we must considor very soriously. And what is
our theory, but merely the tools of our action. Thosc tools arc our
Marxist thoory bccause up to today we havo not fourd botter tools. A
workor is not fantastic about tools =~ if thoy arc the best tools ho
can get ho is carcful with thom; he docs not abandon thom or domand
fantastic non-cxistent tools,: '

Burnham is an intcllcctual snob. He picks up onoc party,
abandons it, takes up anothers A worker cannot do this. If ho ontors
a rcvolutionary party, addrcssocs tho poople, calls them for agtion,
it is thc samc as a genoral during a war = he must know whoro ho is
lecading thom. What would you think of a general who said he thought
the guns worc bad - that it would bo better to wait for 10 yoars until
they had invented better guns, so cverybody had bottor go homo. Tha t
is the way Burnham rcasons. So ho abandoncd the partye But the unom-
ployocd romain, and the war rcmains. Thosc things cannot bo postponcd.
Theroforo it is only Burnham who hos postponed his action.,

Dwight Macdonald is not a snob, but a bit stupids. I Quote:
"Tho intcllectual, if he is to sorve amy usoful function in socioty,
must not doccive cither himsclf or others, must not accopt os good
coin what he knows is countorfoit, must not forget in a moment of
crisis what ho has’ lcarned over a poriod of yoars and docadcse" Good.
Absolutoly corrccts I quoto again: "Only if wo mect tho stormy and
torriblec ychrs ahcad with both scepticlsm and dcvotion - scepticism
towards all thooriocs, governmcnts and social systoms; devotion to tho
rcevolutionary fight of tho masscs - only then can we justify oursclves
os intellcctuals."

Hore is onc of tho ‘loaders of the so=called “Workers" Party,
who considers himsolf not o prolotarian but an "intcllectual". He
specaks of scepticism toward all thcorics.

Wie have preparcd oursclves for this crisis by studying, by
bullding a scicntific method, and our mothod is Marxism. Thon tho
crisis comcs and Mr. Macdonald says "be scoptical of all thoorics",
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and then talks about devotion to the revolution without replacing it
with any new theory. Unless it is this sceptical theory of his own.
How can we work without a theory? What is the fight.of the masses and
what 1s a revolutionary? The whole article is scandalous and & party
which can tolerate such & man as one of its leaders is not serious.

I quote again: '"What is the nature of the beast, then?
Trotsky insists it is no more nor less than the familiar phenomenon
of Bonapartism, in which a c¢lique maintains itself in power by play-
ing one class off against ahother, thus giving the State power a tem-
porary autonomous character. But these modern totalitarian regimes
are not temporary affairs; théy have already changed the underlying
economic and social structure, not only manipulating the old forms but
also destroylng their inner vitality. Is the Nazi bureauoracy a new
ruling class, then, and fascism a new form of society, comparable to
capitalism? That doesn't seem to be true either."

Here he creates a new theory, a new definition of fascism,
but he wishes, nevertheless, that we should be sceptical toward all
theoriess So also to the workers he would say that the instruments
and tools they work with are not important but they must have devotion
to their work! I think the workers would find a very sharp expression
for such a statement. ' :

It is very characteristic of the disappointed intellectual.
He sees the war, the terrible epoch ahead, with losses, with sacrifices,
and he is afraid. He begins to propagate scepticism and still he be-
lieves 1t 1s possible to unify scepticism with revolutionary devotion.
We can only develop a revolutionary devotion if we are sure it is ra-
tional and possible, and we eannot have such assurances without a work-
ing theory. He who propagates theoretical scepticism is a traitor.

We analyzed in fascism different elements.

l. The elements which fascism has in common with the o0ld

. Bonapartism, is that it used the antagonisms of classes in order to
give to the State power the greatest independence. But we have always
underlined that the o0ld Bonapartism was in a time of an ascending
bourgeols society, while fascism i1s a state power of the declining
bourgeols society.

2e¢ That fascism is an attempt of the bourgeois class to
.overcome - to overstep, the contradiction between the new technigque
and Erivate property without eliminating the private property. It is
the "planned economy" of fasecism. It is an attempt to save privato
property and &t the same time to chedk private property.

. B« To overstep the contradiction between the new, modern
technique of productive forces within the limited borders of the nation-
al states This new tochnique cannot be limited by the borders of the
0old national statc and fascism attempts to overcome this contradiction.
The result is the war, Wo have already analyzed all these clomentse

Dwight Macdonald will abandon tho party just as Burnham did,
but possibly beeause he 1s a little lazier, it will come later.

Burnham was considered "good stuff" at onc time? Yos, the
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prolctarlan party in our cpoch must make use of every intellcctual
who can contribute to the party. I spent many months on Diego Rivera,
to savc him for our movoment, but did not succceds But every Inter-
national has had an oxperience of this kinde The First International’
had troubles with the poct, Freiligrath, who was also very capricious.
The Second and Third Intornationals hed trouble with Maxim Gorki. The

Fourth International with Rivera. - In every case they separated from
US e ’ . . : ‘

Burnham was, of course, closer to the movement, but Cannon
hed his doubts about hime. He can write, and has some formal skill
in thinking, not deep, but adroit. He can acdept your ldea, develop
1t, write a fine article about it - and thon forget it. The author
can forget = but the worker cannote. However, so long as we can use

such pooplo, woll end goods Mussolini at one time was also "good
stuffl . o
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PARTY POLICY TOWZRDS STALINISTS
by Ge N

For gome time I have felt that ‘our party policy toward the
Comuunists, and especially toward the ranks of Stalinist workers, has
baen seriously defective and needs to be rcconsidered and reviscd as a
result of the political changes that havc taken place during the past
ycar. Iy views have met with such a mixed reccption of agrcemcnt and
disagreement whon I have discussed them with other comradcs that I have
drafted this brief statcment of the case with the aim of focusing at-
tention upon this neglected political problem.

1.’

As Marxists, we take as the starting point for the formula~
tion of our policies, an analysis of the objective situation within the
labor movement. Like all strategists, in order to lead our own forces,
to opcrate effectively against our opponents, and to attain our objcc-
tives, we require a clear, corrcct and comprehensive picture of the
nature and disposition of the forces confronting us and the direction
of their development. Here, it scaias to me, e have not yet given pro-
per weight to the effects of the war upon the various groupings in the
labor movenment.

The terrific iupact of the war has.offected all sections of Am-
erican labor, specding up their normal rate of development, bringing
diffcrences to the surface and creating divisions amongst them, and
sending them, or parts of then, spinning in ncw directions. Thc over-
vwholming tondency is toward a patriotic r2llying around the copitalist
government as the center of gravitation. The patriotic atmospherc
has driven almost all parts of the labor movement from the extreme
right to the left, from the official leadership of the A.F.L. and C.I.O.
to the mass of their mewbers, into some sort of support to the War
Deal. At the left tip of thoese defenders of the military policics of
American imperialisiz stand such semi-socialists and pseudo-~radical
groups o.s the Social-Democrats, Norman Thomasites, and Lovestoneites.

While the majority of our ueiabers stood firia, the pressure
of bourgeois-democratic public opinion also had its effccts within our
own party in the emergence of a petty-bourgeois opposition which aimed
to revisc our principles, methods, and progran in an anti-Marxist spi-
rit. This opposition novement represcnted a shift aray from revolu-
tionary Marxism toward social-democratic pacifisn covercd with ultra~
radical phreses. It was significant that this struggle began and re-
volved around the Russian question vhich is still tho touchstone dis-
tinguishing the true revolutionist from thc false.

The Comunist Party has constituted the one inportant counter-
wovenent to the patriotic current. It reacted to the war in o nnnner
not only contrary to iuperialist waor policy but also contrary to its
own recent past. For five years the C.P. was the ultra~patriotic ser-
vitor of Roosevelt and the New Deal. Now thcy have broken with Roose-
velt and taken what secus to be an anti-war and anti-inperialist posi-
tion. While other tendencies have becn lining up to one degree or
another behind the war-nmachine, the Stalinists have taken o half-turn
away from the imperialist war-makers and pretend to oppose theia, in
words, if not in deeds.
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“From our own revolutionary stcndpoint, 2ll the shades of
bourgeois-dciocratic and social-pacifist opinion have been propelled
farther from us, while the Stalinists have been brought a step closer.
As the official pressure of thc patriots intensifies with the prepar-
ation for the war, unless new factors intervene, this process will
continue to develop further.

Thesc changes of direction on the part of the various forces
operating within the labor movement dictate o broad rcorientation of

our tactics toward them in the next period.
2.

We must, first of all, revise our attitude toward the non—
B8talinist groupings of all kinds. Thesc are now revolving within the
orbit of the War Denl ot o greater or lesser distance from its govern-
mentel center and can be expescted to do 80 in increasing neasurc fron
novw on. Whercas formerly it wos both possible and necessary to seek
bases of rapproachenent and joint activity with these elements, the-
war is cutting away these possibilities. Our relations with such
groupings have already begun to turn into their opposite. Under war
conditions one cannot continue to collaborate with these direct or in-
direct agents of imperialisu as in the pre-wvar days.

By the same token we rmust change our tectics toward the
Btalinists. Our past policy has baen one of uniforn opposition, The
rnost elementary attenpts at united action were considered out of the
question, not becousc we vere opposed to then on principle, like the
exponerts of communo-fascism, but bécause they were practical political
iapossibilities.

. But how objective conditions have changed. We must get clos—
er to the Btalinist workers who have been brought closer to us., For-
tunately the changes in the objective situation open up new possibili-~
ties for us to do so.

3.

We know far better than Martin Dies how little ‘independence
the C.P. poseesses. All its major policies are determined by the for-
eign policy of the Krenlin and executed through machinery operated by
the G.P.U. agents under orders from Moscovw. The present swing of the
Stalinists away from Roosevelt mwas token on Moscow's. command as was )
-their previous turn toward Roosevelt. The C.P.'s utter dependence upon
the Krenlin's foreign policy gives not only a spurious and hypocritical
but 2o transitory character to its presént anti-var line. It will en—
dure only so long 2s Stanlin's relations with Hitler on the one hand and
‘Roosevelt on the other reaain unchonged. Tomorrow, in conformance to

a spitch in Stalin's policy, the C.P. nay radically shift its course
again. q ' : _ o

_ Mcenvrhile, it cannot be denied thot the Stnlinist campaign
against Roosevelt's War Deal and their nesquerade as revolutionists has
dininished our power of political attraction among the broad nasses of
workers. The radical-minded worker cannot ecsily distinguish betveen
the counterfeit and genuine opponents of capitalism and its war, This
includes the Stalinist workers. The Stalinist machine stands today
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between us and these workers as a.revolutionary rival,‘gs a competitive

leader in the struggle against impérialist war.

-The 6.P. constitutes the main obstacle to our growth, ta the
expansion of ‘our influence. But it ‘presents not only an obstacle, but
an.opportunity.. “In-my opinion, to date, we have seen only the obstacle
and failed to grasp the opportunity. '

S -"Almost a year has passed since the Stalinists adopted their
L new line and we - have yet to take advantage of thg political possibili-

ties of that change. When the Stalinists changed their line after the
signing of the Stalin-Hitler pact, we contented ourselves with purely
retrospective policies toward them. "We predicted the elliance and here
it is." We expected the pact and 1ts consequences- by themselves to
open the eyes of the Stalinist. workers, all at once and immediately, to
thefutxerly're&otionary'characterfof their party and to draw the best
of them closer to us. - We issued soine leaflets and wrote a few editor-
dale. along these lines without feeling the need. for a decisive change
in our own ‘tactics to cope with this new stoge in the political devel-
opment-of the American Stalinists. ‘Instead of working out o new. policy
adapted 4o the néw situation,. in esscntiales we continued the old line
~of shuniiing the Staliniet vworkers in fovor .of the non-Stalinist sle~
ments. - - - : AR :

Why have not the 8tnlinist workers .left the party in greater
numbers . than might Kave been expected? .One .important reason.is that the
- new,turn.vas o two-sided affair. It Va8 :not ‘simply o move toward Hitler

.on the ‘world arena but also a turn avay from Roosevelt herg.in the:
United .8tntes. ‘The firgt aSpect.offended:the1nevolutionnry¢feelings
of the workers while the ‘second aspect corresponded .to their latent
revolutionary aspirations. As a result, although the C.P. lost its
democratic following among“the,intellegtualqundnin the trade unions,
it. has thus far mancged to hold thpse vorker-militants vho..viewed the
.new policy-asvan'advance §owardsAafreqllyfrevqlutionary.pOSition;;lTheyj*
have- stnyed 7ith the party, despite their doubts, criticisms’, and reser-
vations primarily on this account. "

These workers are, of tourse, mistaken in their belief that
they can fight effectively agoinst capitalism-and its var under Stalin-
ist leadership. Our-'present tagk 'is to demonstrate this to them in .
practise., . o ' A o '

o We.faced a similar problom in felation to tha ‘Bocialist Party
) faw_years»agovjhen it made a nove toweord the left, Our neglect of the
,_St@linist~workers‘today-stands.1n 8triking contrast to our préoccupa~

- tion with the Socinlist rank-and-file yesterdey. - We are ‘no less scetar—

izn, sluggish, and uncnterprising ‘now in dealing with?this;problem o8
Ve were wide-aweke and :on our toes thon. : ‘ .

© .. - We must in" fairness reécognize that, in addition to inertin and
paseivity, another more nctive factor held us back from fruitful ~ction
in the person of the opposition:ﬁhose.pplicigs,were bermeated with wvul-
gar anti-Stalinism. Whatever their protestotions to the contrary, their
ideas prevented ony cffective efforts ot approaching and winning over
the Staliniged workers. The controversy over the nature of Stalinism
and its policies had~toﬂbe,foughttto'a finish on principled grounds nnd
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although we are implaceble enemies of all Staelinisn stands for, we

are at the same time willing to support them in every struggle against
the capitalists and to hail every cdvance they make nlong the revolu-
tionary road. Without concealing their crimes or abating our critic-
isu, we openly defend then when the government persecutes them as
"fifth-columnists". We act likewise in the unions when the labor
agents of the imperialists attack the Stalinist workers, etc.

The purpose of this article is not to présent specific pro-
posals for action but to call attention to the problem and to suggest
a genercl solution for it.

S.

I should like to anticipate certain objections to these
views. There is one that will undoubtedly issue in full force from
our enenies. They will howl that this neans that the Trotskyites arec
surrendering to the Stalinists, are adapting themselves to Stalinisn,
and will eventually dissolve into it. This kind of prediction was
nade vhen we entered the Socialist Party, and vwe are still doing busi-
ness at the same stand with the sane stock-in-trade while our erst-
while ultra-radical critics have gone into bankruptcy.

. Btalinism, let us repeat for their benefit, remains our main
enemy in the labor movement. Nothing can alter our irreconcilable
opposition to Stalinism and its endless crimes. Our new tactic will
be, not a method of adaptation, but another form of struggle agninst
Stalinism. In the language of military manoever, we rwust devise
flanking and encircling movements in addition to frontal attacks
againet Stalinism. In order to find cpproaches to the potentially
revolutionary workers, we must couple our principled political critic-
ism with a flexible tactical policy toward the Stclinists.

Others will say there is nothing worth winning in the Stal-
‘inist ranks. This is not true. There are hundreds, if not thousands,
of self-sacrificing, militant proletarians in the C.P. Otherwise, how
shall we account for their influence in the C¢.I.0.%7 We heard a sini-
lar line of argument vhen we turned our attention upon the Socialist
Party. We did not heed it then and consequently won over hundreds of
good comrades. To be sure, not all of these turned out to be conplete-
ly assimilable, as the recent struggle proved, but we grew and disin-
tegrated our opponents by the move.

It will also be argued that our motives will be misunderstood
and we shall thereby lose all influence over the non-8talinist and
anti-Stalinist workers. This may be true in some cases. But we have
to base our policies upon main tendencies of development and not upon
exceptional instances. We must explain our full position to our anti—
Stalinist sympathizers among the workers and take care to distinguish
ourselves, as clearly as possible, from the Stalinists. But our main
effort must be addressed toward the Stalinized workers vho' are moving
ae a mass in our direction.

Despite the dangers and difficulties involved, we must make
this turn toward the Stalinists which is called for by the present sit-
uation. We have already lost too much time, and, in my opinion, the
gegrientation indicated ought to be effected with the least possible

e ay- ) - '



MEMORANDUM O DISCUSSION OF PARTY PERSPECTIVES:
OHIO-MICHIGAN REGIONAL COMMITTEE

The United States may enter into active war hostilities
shortly after the National electlons, or 1lts entrance into the war
may be delayed for a year, or two years, while the U.S. rulers build
a huge fighting machine and prepare themselves more adequately for war .
In either case, the period of legality for the party is rapidly coming
to a close and we will have to adapt ourselves to work under dictator-
ial or semi-dictatorial conditions.

All persnectives based on suvper expansion of the party pro-
paranda or reoruiltment are unrealistic and if executed would result
only in diverting energies from essential work and disorienting our
member shin.,

While pushing our propaganda and party campaigns to the ut-
most consistent with our strength, our party must attempt in this
perlod to steel the whole membership for the onerous days ahead.
Every vparty member must be trained to act as a leader in whatever
situation he finds himself and to be equipped to carry out the party
program with little or no direct guidance or instruction from the
Natlonal Office.

The branches should redirect their activity along these
lines and draw all sympathizers, and friends of the party as close
as possible to the party. .The theoretical and practical education
of our membership must be broadened and deepened by an intensive and
better organized and directed party educatlion program and planned
theoretical studies in our party press,

The vnarty should plan in the coming weeks an intensive agi-
tation campaign on the program of trade union control of military
traininge A specific feature of the camnaign should be a carefully
organized agitaetion and passage of resolutions in several of the im-
portant unions where we have sufficient influence to carry the thing
throughe.

The party should also Drepare to take full advantage of com-
g Grand Jury Investigations into "Subversive Activities" (Already
begun in several cities). Party members will be called to testify
before these committees and the party will thus be afforded an un-
equalled opportunity to present our narty viewpoilnte. (Naturallv, each
party comrade will be instructed to act in accordance with the speci-
fic circumstances determining his position).

Discussion on Stalinists:  Proposal (Stovens dlssenting)
that party conduct intenslve propaganda directed at the CP, through
united front proposals on Civil Liberties cases, joint action against
specific laws, war moves etce. The party would thms be enabled to
get the greatest possible results both in recruiting some of the
worthwhile militants from the CP and aiding in the destruction of that
corrupt organization upon the inevitable change in the CP linee ~ =~

Discussion of Appeal: Criticism of paper, and absence of con-
centrated egitation around clearly discernible simple party program,.
Proposal that NC assignh formally several other comrades to do part time
work on paper and constitute a staff, which would better organize field
and editorial writing for the Appeal.



