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“"to resort to artificial met
- tactic of individual terror, More frequently resort is taken to

AGAIN AND ONCE MCRE AGAIN ON THE NAYURE OF THE U,S,.S,R. e

+Pgychoanalysls and Marxism

Certain comrades, or former comrades. such as Bruno R., having
forgotten the past discussions and decisions of the Fourth. Inn~ve

_ na tional, attempt to explain my personal estimate of the Sov.ei State
psychoanalytically, "Since Trotsky participated in the Russian ro-

volution, it is difficult for him to lay aside the idea of the work-
ers! state inasmuch as he would have to renounce his whole lifa's
cause," etc, I think that the old Freud, who was very perspicacious,
would have cuffed a little the ears of paychoanalysts of this ilk,
Naturally I would never risk taking such action myself. Nevertheless
I dare assure my critics that subjectivity and sentimentality are not
on my side but on theirs,.

: Moscow!s conduct, which has passed all bounds of abjectness and
¢yniclsm, calls forth an easy revolt within every proletarian revol-
utionary. Revolt engenders need for rejection. When the forces. for
immediate ‘action are absent, lmpatient revolutionarles are inclined
t ﬁods. T hus arises, for example, the
strong expressions, to insults, and to imprecation.  In the case which
concerns us certain comrades are manifestly inclined to seek compen=~
sation through "terminological" terror, However, even from this point
of view the mere fact of qualifying the bureaucracy as a class 1is
worthless, If the Bonapartist riffra§f~is a €6lsgs this means that it
is not an abortlion but a viable/child(bf history, If its marauding
parasitism is "exploltatlon" 1in the . sclentific sénse of the term,
this means that the bureaucracy possesses a historical fupure as the
ruling class indispensable to the given system of- economy. Here we
have the end to whlch impatient revolt leads when it cuts ltself

~loose from Marxist dilsciplinel

When an emotional mechanlc cousiders an automobile in which,
let us say, gangsters have escaped from police pursuit over a bad
road, and find the frame bent, the wheals out of 11neﬁ.and the motor
partially damaged, he might quite justifiably say: It is not an
automobile =~ devil knows what it i1s}" Such an estimate would lack
any technical and scientific value, but it would express the legiti-
mate revolt of the mechanic at the work of the gangBtors. Let us
suppose, however, that this mame mechanic must recondition the object

-which he named “devileknows=what~it-is.," 1In this case he will start

with the recognition thuat 1t is a damaged automobile before him, He
w11l determine what parts are still good and what are beyond repair

in order to decide how to begin work, The class~-conscious worker will
have a slmilar attitude toward the U.S,3,.R, .IHe has full right to say
that the gangters of the bureaucracy have transformed the workers!
scate Into Ydevil=knows-what~1t-is," But when he passes from this
exvlosion of revolt to the solutlon of the political problem, he 1is

- forced to recognize that it is n damaged workers! state before hinm,

in which the motor of economy is damaged, but which still continues
to run and which can be completely reconditioned with the replace~
mont of some parts, Of.course this 1s only an analogy., Nevertheless
it is worth reflecting over, ‘



- , "A Counter-Revolutionary Workers! State"

Some volces cry out: "If we continue to recognize the .U,S,S.R.
as a workerst! state, we wi1ll have to establish 8 new categoryi. .the
oounter-revolutionnry wsekers! stato," T his argument attempts to
shock our imagination by oppesing a good programatic norm to a miser-
able mean, even repuvgnant véality. But havea!t we observed from day
to day since 1923 nhow the Sovist State has played a more and more
counter-revolutionary role en the iniernational arena? Have we for-
gotten the experience of the Chineze revaiuUtion, of the 1926 general

.strike in England. and firally the very fresh experience of the Span~
- 4sh revolution? T 'here are two .rumpletely counter-revolutionary
workers! Internatiunals. Thase critics have apparently forgotten
this "category." The trade-unions of France, Great Britain, the
United 8tates, and other cdéu.rtries oupport completely the counter=-
revolutionary politics of the tr bourgeoislie  This does not rrevent
us from labeling them trade-vunilons; frem suppeiting thelr progressive
steps, and from defending them against the bourgecisie, Wny is it
impossible to empley the same method with the counter-revolutionary

" workers? state? In the lpst annlysis a workers' state is a trade-
tnion -which has conguered power, T he difference in attitude in these
two oases is explaingble by the simple fact that the trade~unions
have a long history and we haVG become. a"ﬂus*wned to conslder them as
realities and not sinply as "categorles” in our. program, But, as
regards the workers ‘- stake there 1s being evinced an inability to
learn to  approath it as a real hlstorioal fact Whlch has not subordi—
~nated itself to our: program. ' ;
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"Imperialism?"

Can the preqent expansion of the Kremlin be termed 1mperialism?
First of all we must estaXiish what sochal contient 1% 1included in
‘this term. History has known tHe ”amperlﬁlium of the Roman state
based on.slave labd» . the fmperialisw of Teulnl land ownership, the
{mperielism of commcrceial and industeral coupital, the imperiallsm of
the Czarlst monarchy, etc. Thne driving force Lehind the Mcscow bur-
eaucracy ls 1ndub1tcblv the tendency o expand ity power, its presi-
ige, lts revenues, Pals s the element or "imperialism® in the
wldest sense of the word whish was a propgerty 1n tne pash of all mon-
archies, oligarchfes, rvlirg castes, medicval estates and classes.
However, in contempovary literature, at lenst Marxzist 1ive ratare, Im~
periqlism is undérstond to mbah the EEe s aniai policy finance
capital which‘has a very sharply, defir e t’ecdpomlc 0o;|enxo T" empioy
Te Term “imperialism” for the ferelgn policy ef the XKremlin «~- with-
out elucldating exactiy whatl this signifies, teans siaply to 1ldentify
" the policy of the Bovaparuist bureaucraey with the policy of monopo-~
1istic capitalism on the wasis that hoth one and the other utilize
military force fcr expansisn, ~ Such an identification, capable of
sowing only confusion, is 'much.more proper to petty bourgeois demo~
" orats than to Mqrxists.~w~. .

gpptinuation of the Policylof Czarist Imperialism

The Xremlin barticipates in a new division of Poland, the Krem-
1in 1ayq hands upon the Bgltic states, the. Kremlin orients towards
tha Relkans, Pérsia, and Afghanistan; in other words, the Kremlin
con in“es the policy of Czarist imperialism, Do we not have the
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right in this case to label the policy of the Kremlin itself imperia-
list? This historical-geographical argwmient is no more convineing
than any of the others. T he proletarian revolution, whinn occurred
on the territory cl the C2avist empire, attemnted from the very be-
ginning to .conquer and for 2 time Congucred the Baltie countries:
attempted to penetrate Rumania and Persis ord ak one bime 16d its
armies up to Warsaw (1920°). T he lines of revolutionary expansion
were thc same as these :of €zariam, since revolution does net change
geographical conditions. Thar is precigsely why the Mensheviks at -

that time already spoke of Bolsheyik imperialism as borrocwod from
¢ traditions of Czarist Jiglomacy. Tre peluy bouwrgeois democracy

willingly resorts to this argumeat even now, Vie have no reason, I

repeat, for Imitating them in this.

) Ageccy of Imperialism?

However, aside from the maunncr in which to apprailse the expan-
sionist policy of the U.3 S.R, iIrtsclf, there remains the question of
the help which Moscow providsa the mperiullist policy of Berlin, Hore
first of all, it 1s nscessary to catatlish that under ccriain condi-~
tlons ~- up to a ccriain degree and in a cecvain form -~ the supvort
of this or that imperialism would be inevitable even for a completoly
healthy workers! stnte -- in virtue of the ilmnossibility of breaking
away from the chains of worlid imperialist relstions. T he Brest-
Litovsk pcace without the least doubt temporarily reinforced German
Imperiallsm against France and Enzland. Ag isolated worlers:' sigte
cannot fail to mancuver botween the hostils imporialist camps, Man-
euvering means temporarily supporting one of them ugainst the other.
To know exactly which ono of the two camps it 1s more advantageous or
less dangerous to support at = certain moment $8 not a fuestion of
principle but of practicsl calculation and forcsight. The inevitable
disadvantage which 1s engendcred as a consequence of this constraincd
suppobpt for one beurgeois statec against znothcer is more than covered
by the fact that the isolated workers! state is thus given the possi-~
bility of continuing its ¢xistence,

* 'But therec is mancuvering. At Brost-Litovsk the Sovict govern-
mont sacrificed the national irdcpendence of the Ukrainc in order to
salvage thce workcrs! state, Nobody could speak of trecason toward the
Ukrainc, sincc all the class-conscious workers undcerstood tho forced
character of this sncrifice, It is completely diffcront with Poland,
Tho Kremlin has never and a% no place represcnted the question as if
it had beon constrainecd to sacrifice Poiand, On the contrary, 1t
boasts cynlcally of its combination, which affrents, rightfully, the
most clomentary democra‘sic feelings of the ovprcsscd classces and
pcoplos throughout the world and thus weakcna extrumely the interna-
tional situation of thc 3oviect Union. The economic transformatlions

in_the occupled provinccs do not compensatc Tor this b7 cven a tonth
partl : : .

The entine forcign policy of the Kremlin in general is bascd -
upon a scoundrclly ombellishacnt of the "friendly" Impcrialism and
thus lcads to thc sacrilice of the fundamental intercsts of the
world workers! movement for sccondnry and unstoble advantages. After
five yocrs of duping the workers with slogans for the "dcefonsc of the
democracics" Moscow is now occupicd with covering up Hitler'!s policy



of pillage, This in itsclf still does not change the U,S;8,R, into
an imperialist statc., But Stalin and his Comintern are now indubit-
ably the most valuable agency of imperial ism,

If wo want to define thc forecign pollcy of tho Kremlin oxactly,
wo must say that it 1s the policy of the Bonapartist burcaucracy of
This do

a dogenorated workers! statc in imperial 1St cucIrclemont, -
finI%Ion Is ot as SROFE or a8 SOonorous 43 TImperiallst policy," but
in roturn 1t is morc precise, :

"The Lesser Evil®

- Tho occueation of Eastern Poland by thc Red Army i3 to be surc
a "lessor evil® in comparison to the ocoupation of thc same territory
by Nazi troops. But this losscr evil was obtainod because Hitler was
assured of achieving a greater ovil, Tf sombody scts, or helps to
8et a house on firo ‘and afterward saves five out of ten of the occu-

“pants of the housc in order to convert them into his own soml-slaves,
that 1s to bec surc 2 lesser evil than to have burncd the entire ten,
But 1t 1s dubious that this fircbug merits a modal for the rescue, If
nevertheless a medal werc glven to him he should bo shot Immediately
‘after as in the case of the hoero in one of Vietor Hugot!s novels,

"Armied Missionaries"

Robespiorre ‘once sald that pcople do not like missionaries with
bayonets, By thls he wished to say that it is impossiblc to Imposc
rcevolutionary ideas and Institutions on .othor peoples through military
vlolence, This corrcet thought does not signify of coursc the inad-
mlssibllity of milltary intervontion in othor countries in ordor to-
cooperatc in a revolution. But such an Intervention, as part of a
rovolut ionary Internatlonal policy, must be understood by the intcr-
‘national proletariat, uwust correspond to the desiros .of the tolling
masscs of the country on whoso: torritory tho revolutionary troops
“enter. The theory of soclalism in one country is not capablc, natur-
ally, of creating this activo international solldarity which alone
can prepare and justify armed intervention. The Krelin poses and rec-

solves the qucstion of military intorvention, 1ike all other qucstions
of its polley, absolutcly indpondently of the ldeas and foclings of
the intornational working class, Bocause of this, the latcst diplo-
matic "successes" of the Kremlin monstrously compromisc ‘tho U,S.8.R,
and introduce extrome confusion into the ranks of the world prolcot-

al"iat.

Insurrcction on Two Fronts

h But if thc question thus shapcs itself -~somc comrados say =~
1s i1t proper to spcak of thc defonsc of tho U.S.8.R. and the ococup~-
ied provinces? Is it not morc corrcct to call upon the workers and
Pcasants in both parts of formor Poland to arise against Hitler as
well as against Stalin¢ Naturally, this 1s very attractive. If rc=-
volution surges up simultaneously in Germany and in the U.S8,8.R,, in-
cluding the newly occupied brovinecs, this would rcsolve many qies-~
tions at one blow. ‘But our policy cannot be basecd upon only thoc ost
favorable, the most happy c¢aublnation of circumastances, Tho wuecstion
18 posocd thus: What to do if Hitler, before he is crushod by revolu~
tlon, attacks tho Ukraine bofore revolution has smashed Stalin? Will



the partisans of tho Fourth Intcrnationa) in this casc fight ragalinst
the troops of Hitler as they fought in Spain In the ranks of the Re-
publlcan troops agninst Franco? Wc arc complctely and whole-ncarg-
cdly for an iadcpcadent (of Hitlcr as well as of Stalin) Sovlied A
Ukraine, But what to do if, bcfore having obtrincd this independence,
Hitler attompts to seize the Ukraine which is under tho doniination oF
+ the Stallnist burcaucracy? The Fourth Intcrnational answcrs: Againsg
Hitlor we will dofend this Ukraine cunslaved by Stalin, :

"Unconditional Defonse of the U.S.8.R,"

What does "untonditlonal" defense of the U.S.S.R. moan? It
mcans that we do not lay any conuditions upon the burcaucracy, It
moans that Independently of tho motive and causes of ths war we dcfmd
tho social basis of the U,S,S.R., if it is monaced by danger on the
part of imperial ism,

Somo comrades sey: "And if thc Rod Army tomorrow invados India
‘and begins to put down a rcvolutlionary movement therc shall we in
this case support 1t?" Such a way of posing a qucstion is'not at all
“consistent, It 1s not clear above all why India 1is implicated, Is
1t not slmplc to aslk: If the Red Army menaccs workcrs! strikos or
poasant protests against the burcaucracy in the U,S.8.R, shall we
support 1t or not? UForcign policy i the continuation of the Internal,
WQ_hgyg_gggg;;4nxmuiuxi‘taﬁggﬁﬁg[t a.l the actlons of the Red Army
which 1s an Instrumcnc in the hanod of the Bonapartist burcaucracy,
We have promiscd to defcnd only thc U.S,S.R. as a workers! stato and
‘80lely thosc things within 1t which beclong to a workcrs! state;

An adrolt casuist cun say: If the Red Army 1indcpondcntly of
the charactcr of the "work" fulfilled by it, is beaten by the insur-
gent masscs In India, this will wcaken the U,S.S.R. To this we will
‘~answer: tho crushiug of a revolutionary movement in Indla, with the
cooperation of the Red Army, would signify an ircomparably grcater
danger to the sodial basis of the U.S.S.R, than an cplsodical defeant
of counter-revolutionary detachments of the Rod Army 1n Indla, In
evory casc the Fourth Intornational will know how to distingulsh
where and when the Red Army 1s acting solely as an instrument of tho
Bonagartist reactlon and wherc 1t dcfends the social basis of the
U‘SO ..RO ’

A trade-union lecd by reactionary fakers organlzes a strikc
agiinst thc admisgsion of Negro workers into a certaln branch of in-
dustry, Shall we support such a shameful strike? Of coursc not, But
let us imagine  that the bosscs, utilizing the given'striko, male an
attempt to crush the tradc~union and to make inmpossible in gencral
the organized sclf-defensc of thc workers, In this case we will do~-
fend the trade-union as a matter of course in spitc of 1its rcactionary
leadership, Why is not this same pollcy applicable to tho U,S.S.K,%

ThHo Fundamental Rulc

Tho Fourth International has established firaly that in all im-
perialist countries, indocndent of the fact as to whethor they are in
alliance with the U,S.S,R, or in a camp hostilc to it, the prolctar-
lan partics during the war must devclop the class struggle with the
purposc of sclzing powecr, At the same time the prolctariat of the
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imperialist countries rmust not losc sight of the intcrests of the
U.3.8.R,'s defensc (or of that of c¢olonial rcvolutions) and in casc

of real ncccssity must rcsort to the most declisive action, for in-
stancc, strikcs, acts of subotage, ctc, The groupings of thc powers
sincc the time the Fourth International formulatced this rulc have
changed radically,) But thc rule itsclf rctains all its velidity, If
England and Francec tomorrow menacc Leningred or Moscow, the British
and French workers should take the most decislve measurcs in ordor to
hinder thc scnding of soldicrs and military supplics, If Hitler finds
himsclf coustraincd by thc logic of the situation to send Stalin mil-
itary supplics, thc German workcers, on the contrary, would have no
rcason for recsorting in this concrotc casc to strikcs or sabokngce,
Nobody, I hopc, will proposc any othcr solution,

"Revision of Marxism?"

_Somc comrades cvidently werc surpriscd that I spoke in my art=-
1cle fTho U,8.8.R. in the War") of the system of "burcaucratic col-
lcetivisnm® as a thcoretictl possibility. They ¢iscovered In this
cven a completc recvision of Marxisme This is an apparcnt misundcer-
standing, The Marxist comprohension of historicsl nccessity has no-
thing In common with fatalism, Soclalism is not reallzablc "by lite
solf," but as & result of thc struggle of living forccs, classcs and
their partics, The prolctariat!s dccisive advantage in this struggle
rcaides in the fact that 1t rcprescnts historical progress, while the
bourgcolsic incurnates rcaction and dceline, Proclscly in this is
the sourcc of our conviction in victory. But we have full right to
ask oursclves: What character will socicty take If the forces of
rcaction conquer? :

Marxists have formulated an incalculeblc number of times the
‘alternative: Eilther scclallsn or roturn to _barbarism, Aftcr the
Ttalian "experlcnco® wc rcpcatecd thousands of tines: cithcr communism
or fascism, Thc rcal passage to soclalism cannot fall to a ppcar in-
comparably morc complicated, more hcterogcnous, nmorc contradictory
than was forcscen in the general historical scheme. Marx spokc about
the dictatorship of thc proletarlat and its futurc withering away but
said nothing about burcaucratic degencratlon of -the dictatorship. We
have obscrved and analyzecd for the first time in cxperlence such a
degeneration. Is thls revision of Marxism? ’

The march of c¢vents has succeeded in demonstrating that the de-
lay of thc socilalist revolution engenders the indubitable phenomcna
of barbarism -~ chronic uncmployment, paupcrization of thc petty
bourgcoisic, fasclsm, finally wars of cxtermlnation which do not opcn
up any new road, What social and polltical forms can thc new "bar-
barism" take, if we admit theorcticnlly that mankind should not be
ablo to clovate itsclf to socialism? We have the possihility of ex-
pressing ourselvcs on thils subject more concrctely than Marx, Fas-
cism on onc hand, degencration of the Sovict State on thc other out-
linc the social and political forms of a nco-barbarism, An alter-
nativc of this kind -~ socialism or totalltarlan scrvitude ~- has not
only thcorctical intcrest, but also cnormous importancc in agitatlon,
~ becausc in its light the neccaslty of soclalist revolution appecrs
most graphieally,



If woc are to speak of a rcvision of Marx, it is in ;Zality the
rcvision of .those comrades who predcct a ncw type of statc "non-
bourgecois" and "non-worker." Becausc the alternative dcveloped by me
leads them to draw their own thoughts up to their logical conclusioen
some of thcse critics, frightcned by the conclusions of their own
theory, accusc me,.,,of rcvising Marxism, I prefer to think that it
1s simply a friendly jest, '

7

The Right of Revolutionary Optimism

I cndeavored to demonstratc in my article "The U,S,S.R. in the
War" that the perspective of a non-worker and non-bourgeois soclicty
of cxploitation or "burcaucratic collectivism," 1s the perspective
of complcte defeat and decline of the international proletariat, the
perspective of thc most profoupd historical pessimlism, Are there any
genuline rcasons for such a porspective? It 1s not superflmnous to
inquire about this among our class enemies, . -

.. . In the weekly of the well-known newspaper Paris-Soir of August
31, 1939, an extromely instructive conversation T§ rcportcd between
the French ambassador -Coulondre and Hitler on August 25, at the time
.0f their last. interview, (The source of the information is undoubted-
ly Coulondre himself,) Hitler sputters, boasts the Pact which he con~-
cluded with Stalin ("a rcalistic pact") and "regrets" that German and
Frcench blood will be spilled, v B

"But, "Goulondre objocts, "Stalin displayed grecat double~dealing,
The roal victor (in case of war) will be Trotsky. Have you thought
. this overe" -

"I know," -~ Der Fuchrer rcsponds, "but why did France -and Bri-
tain give Poland complete frcedom of action?" etc,

” Those gentlemen liko to give a personal name to the spectre of
rovolution, But this of coursc 18 not the cssencc of this dramatic
conversation at the very moment when diplomatic reclations were rup-
tured, "War will inevitably provoke revolution;" the representative
of Imperialist democracy, himsclf chilled to thc marrow, frightcns

-his adversary. e

: "I know," Htler responds, as if 1t werc a quostioﬁ décided'long
ago. "I know," Astonishing dialoguel

. Both of them,; Coulondre and Hitler, reprcscnt the barbarism
which advances over Europe. At the same time neither of them doubt
that thcir barbarism will be conquered by socialist revolution., Such
1s now the awareness of the ruling classcs of ‘all thc capitalilst
countrics of the world. Thelr complete demoralization is one of the
most Important clements in the relatlon of class forces, Thc prolct-
arlat has a young and still wcak revolutionary leadership. But the
lcadership of thc bourgeoisic'rots on its feet, At tho very outset
of the war which they could not avert, these gentlemen arce convinccd
in advancc of thc collapse of their regime., This fact alone,must
be for us the source of invincible revolutionary optimlsm

L, Trotsky
Octobor 18, 1939



ON THE CHARACTER OF .THE WAR, AND THE PEKSPECTIVES OF THE
o FOURTH INTERNATIONALISTS

By Jamecs Burnham

(Notoe: Tho following document by Comrade Burnham was intro-
~ducod at tho mocting of the Political Committoo on

Soptombor 5, and sont to all membors of tho Nationnl Commit-

too as matorial for tho Plonum. At the Plenum of tho N.C,

Comrado Burnham withdrow this documonts It is publishod

in tho Internal Bulletin as part of the rccords of tho

party at tho roquest of Downtown Branch, Now York).
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SECTION I: THE NATURE OF THE WAR AS A WHOLE

1. The sccond World War, which has how begun, is, as a wholc,
imporialist and totalitarien In charactore It is a war among the
groat powers for tho ro-division of the world; and is, from the point
of viow of both sidos and of all participants in the conflict, dircct-
od against the intorcsts of tho massos, -

2+ In this war, "noutrality" is impossiblo for any nations Tho
naturc of tho war makes it cortain that within o comparatively short
timo all nations will bo compolled to lino up with onc sido or theo.
other: at tho veny lcast, coonomically; . and in the easc of most )
nations and of all of tho groat powers, wlth military mecians as woll,

Se . From tho imporislist, totalitarian charactod of £ho'war as
& whole, and tho involvemont of all notions in tho war, it follows
that from no point of view or in any rospecet con it bo rogarded as
boing fought for "tho dofonso of tho indopondonoo of small nations",
"tho rights of subjoot nationalitios", or for ahny othor progrossivo
purposcs. T he oconflict as a wholo is roactionary, and all socondary

or lsolated foaturos arc subordinatcd to its roactionary naturo.s.

4, This war marks tho ond of bourgoois domocracy as a historieally
possible form of governmonts Undor the conditions of the way, the '
domocratic and fascist imporialisms loso thoir structural differcnces
and roach identity, in all osdontial rospocts, in tho totalitarian
wer dictatorshipss Whatover the outcome of tho war, it will ncver be
posslible for thom to roturn to a bourgeois domocratic form of govern-
mont, This conclusion holds for the Unitod States, as for the othor
nations. Tho only possible oxcoptions - whieh would prove in any easc
only tomporary - would bo onc or two of tho smallor and unimportant
natlons; and ovon such oxcoptiéns arc doubtful,

5. From tho charactor of tho war, it follows that the warring
powors aro ineapable of coneluding a just or ocvon a workablo poace e

6e A just and lasting poaco ean be coneluded only by the ovor-
throw of world imporislism as a wholo.

7. Tho task of tho massos, confronted with the war, is to stop
the war, This task can be accomplishod by the masscs only by tho
ovorthrow, within cach nation, of the war-makors: thnt is, of ’



Qe

their own rulcrs ond ondprissors,

8, Within thc ~dvonced nntions, this task must be corricd
out throuch the conque~t of Hovier by tlie working class in the
soci~1lis t rcvolution, ’

‘ 9., Thc colonia 1 pcoplcs ~nd tho subjcet notimalitics con

. crrry out this t-sk by the struggle for frcedom ond irdcependcnec
from "thcir "own" imperi~list oppr.zsors. This strugslc must be
firmly supportcd by the internntionhl vaking clwss, The strugpgle
for the frccdam of the colonicl peoplss ~rd subjeet mntbnolitics
con be ecrricd to succcss, hovrever, only if thce working chds moin-
tains in supdorting it o soeinlist noliey wholly indcpendent of
the nztive bour coisics ~n? bourgcois notionalimts, and only if
the warlng closs grins lendership in the atrusgle -nd succcoeds in
tronsforming it into the strucpgle,for the wrkers! rovolution,

- 10 The orspcctive of the atrussle of the mnsacs o.soinst
thc wer  1s summoed up in thot ofthe United Soeicnlist Stntca of
Europc, the Unito€ Sociclist Sttes of the Awricas, o froc Asic,
a free Africn, and the World Foderction of Socinlist ronublic s.

SECTION IT: THT NATURE OF TIE RUSSIAN »>TaTZ IN
THE LIGLET OF TIE AR, .

1s The signing of the Hitlur-Std in Pact brought to a defini-
tive ¢limnx the scrics of dcvclopments within the Sovict Union which
begon with the risc of Stalin ond cntored o stoge of rapid trangse
_-fmﬁﬁon during thc pnrat five yeors, :

2, Tntcrnnlly, the Sovict burcmcracy hog cnrriod"through a
pollitical counter-revolution, vhich roghired for its achicvenent on
,undoqlarcd but no lcss actual Civil YWorr, : A

, Se. Within thc Sovi:t Union, the prescnt Sovict state has dur-
ing the psst period gone over to £n impericslist or qunsi-imporialist
policy, in both »nolitical and ccononic rclationg, toward t£he minore-
ity notiono 1litics within thc Sovict bordours, -

4. During thc pnst pcriod, the Sovict thion hrs,. por tly through
the destructiom of the nationnlizcd forms of cconomy ~nd nartly
throywh thce mmnipulation of them, cssumed o~ definitoly oxploitotive
choracter in the cconamic renlm, The ruling strotm of the nopulation
. systemntically cxploitg the mooscs of the noonle for 1ta benefit,

. S5¢ It 1isimpossiblc to rcgard thoe Sovict Union as o "workers!
stato" in ony scnsc vha tever, ‘

6, Thc ruling stratum of the Sovict Union docs not constitute
o erystollized bourgcois clros in the traditbn-l scnsc, nor c~n it
bc prodicted vi th assurance whother its cvolution in the futurc -=-
cven 1f unchocked--will bo.tow rd asuch ervstollizoation,

- 7, The de faecto politierl and cconomic chorascter of the pre-
scnt Sovict stotd, md the mode undcer vhichi ts opprcssion ond ox=-
ploitation is carricd on, susgest the t om "burcaucratic stoto" og
its moest ndcquatce definition. Politicrl o~ cconomic sower and
privilcgc, 28 well as the statc appar-tus, orc tho propxcrty of tho
burcaucracy and its affiliatcs. - . .
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8+ This analysis 1s confirmod by an oxamination of tho oxtor-
nol policy of the prosont Soviot stotoe Thd armed and matorial intor-
vention of the Soviot stato oxtornally, from having beon rovolutlonary
in its first poriod and what might bo called passive or non=rcvolu-
tionary in its middle period, has now beccomo countor-rovolutionary
during tho latost poriod, ' )

®¢ Tho .prosont Sovict stato, as 1t functions both intornally
and oxtornally, is no longer.a bulwark, cven partially or indiroctly,
of what romains of tho socializod ceconomy, but 1s oxclusivoly a
bulwark of the power and priviloge of the buroaucracy, tho intorosts
of whigh aro now in comploto conflict with all progrossivo remains of
tho 'soclalizod oconomy.

10. In forcign roclations genorally, during the yoars sinco 1933,
the poliey of the proscnt Soviot stato, in scrving the aims of tho
buroccueracy, has bocomc wholly subordinatod to onc or anothor of the
groups of imporianlist powors =~ & dovolopmont culminating in the paot
with Hitlor.

SECTION III: THE QURSTION OF DEFENSE OF TIE SOVICT UNION

ls Tho poliey of unconditional dofonsc of tho Sovict Union was
prodicgtod upon the prolctarian characgor of the Soviot stato and tho
oconocption of four possiblo typos of war in which that stafoe might bo
involvod: (1) A war of defonso aganinst imperinlist intervention;
(2) a oivil wery (3) an oxtornal wer of liboration, in whieh tho
- Soviot forcos aldod tho t oilcors and opprosscd of somo nation or
nations agoinst thoir rulors and opprossors; (4) a so-callod "mixod
war", in which tho Soviot stote would bo compolled to join militory
. forcos with ono or anothor group of contonding impecriallst powers.
ALl gf thosc types of war ocourrod, and tho policy wes uphold for all

of thome )

2. Conditions aro now altogother changed. First: an oxternal
war of liboration is now oxcludod. Tho oxtornal military jintorvontion
of tho prosoent Sovict stato sould now bo, not rovolutioniry in charac-
tor - in support of tho tollors agninst thoir opprossors, but countor-
rovolutioniry - in support of onc or ariothor sot of rulors against
the masscss . In such casos, thoroforo, dofonso of the Sovict Unlon is
soclal-patriotism, and must be abandonod for a dofcatlist polioy.

3« In the ocso of intornal war, rovolutlonists aroc now committed
to support, not of tho precscnt Sovict stato, but of the rovolutionary
struﬁﬁlc of tho Russian workcrs and pcasants aganinst that stato, .and
of "th¢ strugglo for froodom of subjoot nationalitics from thot stato
(0ege, 08 in the coso of the struggle for a froo Soviot Ukraino).

Far from dcfending tho Soviot statc in such ecsos, wo eall upon tho
workors and pcasants of Russin to overthrow and to ro-cstablish their
own soclalist power; and wo oall on tho subjcect pooplecs, joining with
thoir brothers now under thc rulo of othor nations, to fight for thoir
froodom against both tho rulers of theso othor nations and the rulers
of tho Sovict statoe ‘ | '

4, Tho oaso of & "mixod war" is no longor abstract but consrotct
1t 1s tho presont war, Tho armod intorvontion of tho Sovict Union
in tho proscnt war 1s almost cortain, and its politieal and

L
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eoohomic intervention has already taken place. This intervention will
be wholly subordinated to ths gerneral imperialist character of the
conflict as a whole; and will. be in no senae s "defense" of the re~-
mains of the socislist economy but on the conbrary the sure means
toward the elimination of what pregrossive remains. there still ares
Under these circumstanses, defense of the Soviet Ualon would be social-
patriotism, ‘and a major barerier algc to revolitionary developments
among the peoples of {he other warring powsrs, Revolutionists must
call upon the Rucsianr workers and peasanis to join hands with the -
workers and peasants of all the powers, of Poland and Gerrnany and
France and England and the United Stutes. to stop the war.and cofiglude
a just peace by the overthrow of their own rulers and oppressorss

5. .The one remaining case is that of combined imperialist inter-
vention"mgainst an isoleted Russia, . To answer in advance what should
be thHe poliey of revotubionists in this instante 1s impossible, =ince
the problem is abstract: +the real war is nob occurring in this manner,
and an’indefinite varisty.of changed might wel) occur before any such
event took place, graunted that there is any likelihoed of it« If such
an event had taken place yestevday, or took place today, the present
Soviet state woulc. occupy & role comparable to that of the local rul-
ers .of a semi-colonist or “comprador’ nation, and, sincé the success

of the Imperialist interventionists woald stregthen world imperialism
and their defeat wezked Lt, material support of .the Soviet state weuld
‘be the mandatory poliey. : . SR Toen .

- SECTTON IV. THE ROLE OF -THE UNITED STATES

1, The United Stetes candot Yemsin neutral in the war. From .
the diplomatic and ecencmic standpojnt, it Is not neutral today; and
it will have to Interwvene with militery forces as well,

2s  The main imusdiate object of U.S. imperialism 1s complete
domination of Latln America, a'free entry into fhe For Dast, and pro-
tection of souroces of sueh eupplieg as rubbsr., Its larger object is
world ascendancy as the yssuli of the presen: war, , SR

- 3« These objects, while requiring military intervention in the
end, also dictate some delsy, unsil the warving powers have to some
extent exhausted themselves. Howsver, vhe imfluvence of the Rogsevelt
administration, over and above general economic and imperialist fac-
tors, works to speecd up the time of military entry.

4. From the point of view of the masses in the United States, as
in other nations, thes selution of ths war crisis and the establishméent
of a just and lasting nefice can be found oaly in the overthr»ow of U,.S.
imperialism and the achievement of workers! ruie and socialisms

5¢ In the struggle of ths masses of the U,S. against ine war,
the greatest impu!ilaunce attaches fc the strugmle for the fresdom and
independence of U.S, colonies and densndencies fespesially Pusrtu Rico),
and the struggle of cihe Tatin Amsrican pedp..ec againat Yankee imperial-
%sm. These aims must be piaced in the forefront of the fight against
he war. *

. 6« Similarly, the struggles of the Negroes of the United States
for emancipation benomes an invte gral part of the struggle agalnst the
wars.

»
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7« In proraganda, the struggle against the war in the UdSe
demands first of all constant education as to the true eharactbr of
tho war and of the role of the United States with respect to it, and
as to the solution for 1it, '

8+ 1In particular, the revolutionists must direct their fire
against the "democratic myth" which will bé the main ldeologlcal
means.: for dragging the people into the war,

9« In acddition to propaganda and education, the party must
carry on a cohstant specific agltation exposing the concrete Steps
whereby the U.S., is led into the war, and must carry on sharp,.clean
campaligns against these oconcrete steps, :

10, The party must agitate against militarization in all its
aspects, and against all UsS. armament expenditures, In this conneo-
tlon, the slogan "All War Funds to the Unemployed" and related slogans,
togéﬁher with the defense of democratic rights as these are cumula-
tivoly invaded by the war machine, must be pressed. -

11. The party must sonduct a constant agltation against the
secret diplomaoy of the govérnment, demanding that the full truth
be made kriown to the people. '

12, The party must continue its domand that the power over way
and pcace be taken away from the President and Congress and nlaced
in the hands of the peonle, For the vresent, at loast, tho demand
for a people's roforendum on war rétains its validity, though the
slogan "Let the Pcople Voto on Warl" should be subordinated to .such
slogans .as "Take the war-making power away from Congress and fhe"
President]" .

13« In the noxt immediate pericd, a speecial campaign should be
doveloped in sonnoetion with the forthecoming special sossion,of Con=-
gresse This ocampaign should foature opposition to Roosovelts wan
step in domanding a 1ifting of tho embargo; the domand for all wap
funds to tho unemployod as a demand on the 8pocial session; and ,
agitation against the proliminary mobilization stops (restrictions of
democratic rights, posslbly registration) which will undoubtodly
come boefore the session. :
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| ' ' October 11, 1939
‘Dgar Comrade Crux, e o o

+wr.. 1 have written what I constder to be an objective analysis of
the moves of the 'Stalin regime for ‘publication. in either the APPRAL
or the Internal bulletin., I do not look at these events from an
hysteriocel" viewpoint, but nevertheless, I insist thet they confront
us with new, complex problems which eannot be solved by any formulas,.
I have made a careful study of Trotsky's article on The USSR and War
-and have openly stated my,support of it. Itkewlse, I still do not
belleve it contradicts that of .S, e S ’
When I referrsd-in.a previous letter -to the ‘impendinz serious
party crisls I did'nét‘mban‘primarily the Russian question. In my
oninlon, there ocan be no-sérious alfferences, or disagreements on
this issue, Certainly thbrd ban be no spllt on this quostion because

egg?y‘comrade (with an infinitesmal exqeption) absolutely adrees
tha we must defend ths natliohellzed économy from imperialist.attacka

L

- v What I referred to was the impending struggle around the ques-
tion of the internal Yegime and preparing the. .narty for W, YOS, .
comrade’ Crux, I am deqnly conoarned abouf ‘this and 80 ‘13 every other
comrades HNo ong.gan ‘fareges fke Outcome of this, That is what T
meant by using % word g&%ghster." - It 1s unfortunately true that
this issue is mixed up wWith the Russian questioh, and thus gzreat con-
fusion resultas, But this is the case, In the discussion that impends
on both these 1ssues it will be necessary for each one to clarify his
vlews and take his stand. I certainly shall not hesitate to do this.

ENT L.would like to conclude by saying that so far as the Russian
questlion is concerned, the imsus is not "Workers State on non=-Workers

State." Trotsky's arficle stetes thls olearly., The issue is the

relationshin between our defense of the economic basis of tho U.S.S«R.

énd our analysis of the aotivities of the Kremlin rulers.

.In this respect, I see no relationship whatsoever between the
bureaucratic milltary corQuests conducted by the Xremldh against Po-
land, Estonia, Idtvia, Lithuenia (and now Finland) and.the rovolution-
ary conquests engaged in by’ the vietorious workers! revolution. ' . -

: To cite an example of what I.meah, last week.I attended a meot-
ing run by a small' Indian workers elub in New York. -To these Indian
workers, the possibility of an invasion by Stalin of Afpghanistan and
Northern India was a reai possibility and menace. Everyone of them
would condemn sych a’'move and swore that the ‘Indian peonle would -take
up arms to resist ite In such-actions by the Stalin resime these work-
ors Instingtively saw a blow (a deadly blow)struck. at. the colonial
revolution. In my oplnion, ‘they-are torrect and this is what T have

&+

written for the APPEAL or the internal bulletin,., -

It 1s my belief that all issues will be olearly revealsd in the
actual discussion that is about to opeh in the partye. Certainly I
shall do my best tormade +ksi+4he case. '

Comradely yours,
C Sherman Stanley

P.S+ T might add that I haVe already received information that the
Indian Stallnlsts are already at work as "defeatists"~-thot is, stirr-
ing up Hindu-Moslem trouble,etcs I would not be suwrprised if they were
working already in close ooilaboration with the Nazi agents,



-14 - October 22, 1939

Dear Comrade Stanley: ]
It 1s with some delay that I answer your letter of October 1l,.

(1) You say tmat "there ean be no serious differences or dis-
agreements" on the Russian question. If this is so, why the terrible’
alarm in the party against the National Committee, i.e., its majority%
You should not substitute your own conceptions for that of the minor-
ity members of the National Commlttee who considered the question
serious and burning enough to provoke a discussion just at the threse
hold of the war,

“(2) I cannot agroo w&ﬁh;ydu thot Trotskylsdatement does not contra-
dict that of Comrade M«Ss The contradiestion conceerns two fundamental
points: IR : :
= (a) the class nature of the U.S.3.R.

(b) .the defense of the U.S.Se.Re
On the first question, Comrade M.S. plages a.qQuestion mark
which signifies that he denies the old decision and postpones making
a new decisione A revolutionary party cannot live betwoon two decile
sions, one annihllated, the other not presenteds 1In tho quostion of
the ‘defonsc ‘'of the U.S.S.Re Or tho néw odcuploed: territories against
Hitler's (or Great Britain's) attack, Comrade M3, proposcs a rovo-
lution against Stalin and Hitlere This abstract formula signifies

negating tho dofonsc in a concroto situntion.

_ (3) I agreoc with you complotely that only a soriocus discussion
can clarify the mattor, but I don't beliove that voting simultancously
for tho statoment of tho majority and that of Comrade Me3e could cone
tribute to the necessary clarification. . X

(4) You state in your lottor that’the maln issuo is not . the
Russian quostion but tho "intornal rogimee" I havo hoard this accusa~-
... tion ofton sinco almost tho vory bveginning of tho oxistoneco of our
- moyomont in the Unitod Statoss: Tho formulations varied a bit, tho
_groupinﬁs too, "but & numbor of comrados slways romainod in.opposition
.%o tho "rogimee" Thoy wore, for oxample, against tho ontrance into

tho Socialist Party (not o go furthor into -tho past)e. Howover it
immodiatoly ocecurrod that not tho ontrance was tho "main issuc" but
tho rogimos Now’ tho samo formula is ropsatod in connoetion with tho

i; Russlan quost;on.

. (5) I, for my part becliove that tho passago through the Soc-
lalist Party was a salutarx action for tho wholo dovolopmont of our
party and that the "rogimo" (or tho loadorship) which assurcd this
passago was ocorroct agalinst tho opposition which at that timo ropro=-
sontod tho tondoney of stagnation. ‘



(6) Now at tho beglnning of tho war a now sharp opposition
arlsos on tho Russion:quosbionts-xs cogedtmr-Mo-EorrectndEs of owr

o ~program olaboratod throuch innuherabie disputes, poicmice, and discus-

sions during at least ten years, Our decisions are of course not
eternale If somobedy in a leading.postition-has doubis and only doubts,
1t is his duty townrd the party to clarify himself by fresh studiea

or bi disoussions insido thu Jead.ng party bodies before throwing &
quostion into tho party -« not in the form of olabora’sod now docis—
lfons, but in tho form of dcadta, OFf cowrso from tho point of viow of
tho stotutos of tho party{ everybody, even o ‘mombor of tho Politional
Committee, has tho right tc do seo, %ut I*don't believe that thia

right was used in & sound manner which could contribute to tho amel-
foratlion of tho party régimve . S

-~ (7) Ofton in tho past I have hoard cocusations from comrados
against the Notlonnl Committoo as+a whoio == its lock of initiativo,
and 80 ons I am not the attorney of the National Ccmmittee and I am
sure that many things hove been ‘omittod “which 8hould have boen donce
But whonovor I ingistod wupon concrotizaticn of tho -accusations, I -
loarnod ofton that tho.disentisfoétion with “thoir own local ac@tvity,
with tholr own laek of .initintive, was transformed into on acousation
against tho Notlonal -Committee which was supposod to be Omnisciont,
- Oapdprosont, Omnibonovolonta : ' g

. {8) In tha:presamt oase of the Mo phewnd~OEmatttee ~rt8~rnocusod
oft ghoonsorvatisme" "1 beliovo thuit to dofond. tho .0ld. urogramtie
ddeision until it is mcnlacod by o now ono is the olomontary duty of
tho Nationnl Committoos I bolicvo thnt such Ysonsdérvotism® is dlow
tgtod by tho solf-prosorvation of tho perty itaolfe - - - .

. (9) .Thus in two ‘most imgorfaht 1sducs of +tho last noriod
comrgdos dissatisficd with tho "rogimo" havo had in my opinion o
falso politlonl attitudoe . Tho régime rmast bo .an instrumont for
oorroct poliecy and not for falso, Whon fho ineorrocinoss of thoir
pollgy bogoues eloar, thon 1ts probagonisis cro ofton tomptod ko say
that not this spgeial, dssuc is deoisivo but {ho gonoral roginoe
Duping the dovolopmont of tho Loft Oppieition and tho Founth Intorna-
tional wo opposod such substitusions hindmods of timos. Whon
Voroockon or Sncovliot or oven Molinfor woro booton.on all tholr
polnts of difforondc, thoy declarod that tho genuine trouble with
thoiFourth Internntional is not thils or thot decision but the bad
regliice

(10) T don't wish to mako tho slizhtost analogy botwoon tho
locdors of the prosont cppesition in our Ameriean party and thoe Vor-
coekons, Snoovllicts and so onj I know vory well that the lendors of
tho opposltlon arc highly qualifiod comrados and I hope sincorcly °
that wo will continue to work together in tho nost friondly mannore
But I connot holp boing disquicted by tho faet thot sore of thom
ropoat tho same orror at overy now stage of tho developfient of tho
perty with tho support of a group of personal adherontse I bq%gqyo
that in tho tho presont discussion this kind of procodurc rmusfbo -
enalyzod and scvoroly oqndormnoA. bv tho moporal opinion of .pho party
which fiow hes trcmondoﬁd‘tasks“tb“fhlfféf@ '

With bost comradely greetings,
' - Grux
PeSow In viow of tho fact that I spook in this letter about tho mojor=-
Uy and the minority of ilo Ngt;ppql,ﬂgpm;ttoqa ospocilally of thc coue
rados of tho MeSc resolution, I &M sondfhg o ‘copy of this lottor to
Comrades Caonnon and Shachimane Ce
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THE REFERENDUM AND DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM

We demand a referendum on the war question because we want
to paralyze or weaken the centralism of the imperialist states
But ocan we recognize the referendum as a normal method for deciding
1ssues in owr own party? It is not possible to answer this question
except in the negativeas

Whoever is in favor of a referendum recognizes by this that a
party declsion is simply an arithmetical total of looal decisions,
everyone of the locals beling lnevitably restricted by its own forces
and by its limited experiencee Whoever is in favor of a referendum
must be in favor of imperative mandates; that is, in favor of such
procedure that every local has the right to compel’its representative
at a party convention to vote in a definite mannere Whoever recog-
nizes imperative mandates automatically denies the significance of
conventions as the highest organ of the partye Instead of a’ conven-
tion it is sufficlent to introduce & counting of loocal wotese The
party as a centrallzed whole disappoarse By accepting a roferendum
the influonee of the most advanced locals and most oxporienced and
far-sighted comrades 6f the¢ eapital or industrial contors is substi-
tuted for tho influence of tho least experionced backward soctions,etc.

Naturally we are in favor of an all sided examination and of
voting upon overy question by ocach party local; by each party colle
But at tho samo time overy dolegate shosen by a loecal must have the
right to waigh all tho arguments rolating to the question in thé
conventlon and to voto as his political judgment domands of hime
If ho votos in the conventlon against the majority which dologated
him, and if ho 1s not ablo to convinece his organization of his
corroctnoss aftor tho convontion, then the orgahization ocan subse=
quontly deprive him of its politioal confidonces Such cascs are
inovitables But thoy aro incomparably a lesser ovil than tho system
of roforondums or imporative mandetos which completely kill the
party as a wholose

. Leon Trotsky
Octobor 21, 1939
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October 28, 1959

Dear Comrade Crux:

I have recelved.your letter of October 22, copies of which were
also sent to comrades of the NoC, I wish to g{ve my reply to certbtain
of the points ralsed therein. Now that ths Pariy discussion 1s undar-
way and comrade Se and other leading comrsdées of the W.Ce minonlyiy
are preparing more extensive documents and articles than those that
have appeared to date, I think that thcse points vo which I 46 now
reply in this letter-will be more adequately anawered by -thom.

(1) I a1d not substitute my personal conceptions for those of
the NeCe minority membergse The first task I attempted to perform
was to obtain as accurate and objoctive a viewpolnt as possible as to
the differences in the NeCe I .wad convinced from reading the docu-
ments and speaking to various N.Ce members (of both viewpolnts, natur-
ally) that the differences on the Russian Question were neither "funda-
mental nor seriouse." I still am convinced of thise Tat théy may
becomo serlous in the future, particularly if the majority NeC. con-’
tinues %0 romain sllent on tﬂe question of Russial's role in the war,
is an undeniable posslbility. But today, in my opinion, the diffor-
ences arc very thin, or at least thinning downe. I believe this 1s
due to the retreat of the majorlty comrades from their original
nosition on the Polish invasion, AR

"

(2) Despite your statement to the ocontrary, I still can find no
fundamontal contradiction botween Trotskyls stetamnt&thnt of comrade
Se I think this willl be cloarly and definitively shown in the more
olaborate resolution and speech of S, which 1s now being propared.

The minorlty resolution of comrade S, makes no mention of tlic question
concorning tho class charactor of the U.S¢S.Re I, porsonally, am
fully prepared today to st1ll oall the U.S.S.R. & "degonorateé workers!
stato." But this, as you yowrsolf have statod, is not tho lssuoe

The lssuo is: how do we characterize and annlyze Russials participa-
tion in tho presont lmperialist wor? What do wo tell workers in
countrios now throatoned? .

Likowlso on the dofonse of the U.S.S+Re Evory lcoading minority
comrade - so far as I know ~ stonds roady to dofond tho Soviect Union
(including the oceupied torritoriecs) against imperinlist invasione
I must omplnslzo this point: i1f tho nature of tho prosent war changos
into an imporialist assault on the UsSeS.Re tho minority comrados
stond 100% for the dofensoc of the Soviet Union and its state property
agoinst Hitlor and Chamberlaine '

As I understand tho minority resolution, it is an attompt to
onalyzo, oxplain, clarify and offer a revolutionary porspcétive to
thoso workors involved by Russial!s intervontion in the war, Events,
unprecodented and unforocscen by us, have tokon placee Is it onough
to morely ropoat, 48 1f Dy roto, the old formulas? = Should we havo
glven tho shameful reply of Comrade Albort Goldman, who ondorsod tho
invasion? Wo of tho minority say no, and attompt to supdly
our answor to theo specific evontse

Rovolutionary policy - as I have loarned above cll from you -
consists in responding to cvents, offering an oanalysis, formulating a



prognosis and a conorete plan of actions I believe the focts prove
that our NeCe failed to respond to thc war crisisg could off'er no
explanation of the evontsy and certainly hhd no plan of action =
olithor for today or tomorrowe  To this very day they have not conw-
demnod tho invaslon of Polandd 1In tho prosent situation, tlnt is an
excmple of what 1s meant by tho accusation of "bureaucratic consor-
vatisme

(3) Tou speak ot somo length of past difforoncos among our Party
loadorshipe IHaving joinod the Fourth Intornational from within tho
Socinlist Party whon our movomont first jolnod it clmost™5 yoars ogo,
and hnving thus novor bocn a mombor of tho ColeAe or WePe, I canndt
spoak &bout such mattorse But I can scc no rolovance to tho proucnt
issuose Tho presont division doos not at all corrospond to tho divi-
sion on tho quostion of tho SePe onErz. Bupposo & comrado dic Opposo
Tho Ser, onE%y B yoars 6go = Tt connot automatiocally condemn his
opinion of todaye All that bolongs to histdry; I am conoornod with
tho profound probloms of today and tomorrows ©o

-~ (4) Comrndo Se 1s tho first to admit that his Plonum documdnt

1s not a fully-roundod, olaboratod positions This is undoniablos But,
as I hovo stated ot tho boglnning of this lottor, ho 1s now in procoss
of .olaborating and motivating more fully his original statomont, os

ho did at the momborship mocting oponing tho discussion in Now York

Tho minority comrcdos - as is woll known to you = do not consist
of "ultra-loft scetarians and crack-potse" Nor do thoy mnvo anything
In common with advonturcrs, opportunists or mon with porsonal axos to
grind, liko Molinior, Voroockon otoe. The wholo personnl rocord of
thosc comrndos - so for as I am concornod - orios out against thoip
boing lumpod togothor with such alion olomontse

Nor has the Russian question bocn raisod by thom as o sly way of
gotting at tho Intornal rogime guostion. Whothor wo liko it or not,
- the two aro intorlinkod and both aro highly worthy of discussion and
solutione Tho wholo mannor Tn Which tho NeCe "rospondod" to the ovonts
mako 1t inovitablo thnt the intornal situntion should bo brought to
tho light of daye In foot, tho majority comrades procipitatod tho
"rogimo" quostion by o?ggnizationnl attacks on tho minoritye

Tho dubty of tho NeCe =~ as you stato = is to dofond tho old posi-
tion until 1% 1s roplacod by u'how onge That 18 an olomontory dutye
But this duty consists not morely in "defending" tho old position,
but in supplylng answers and apalysos £lso to thoso who are chnllong-
ing tho old position, or who aro domending answiers to now cvontsSe
Isn't our program mo¥o than just & "trodition"? But this is whot the
majority NeCe comrados - who koop ropedting, "nothing is roally now",
"don't got norvous" - are trying to dos ‘

To sum up 1ln as simple a manncr &8 I posSsibly oan: tho ‘'whole pro-
sont crisls would not hove arison if tho NeCe hnd adoquatoly, floxibly
and collootively rcspondod to tho war ovonts and tho war orisise It
fallod to do so and thus arose tho Russian quostion and tho “rogimo"
quostions . . : S ' ;

Evonts will provo who is corroct in their answers and plans for
tho solution of thoso problomse Porhaps it will bo thnt tho boginnings
of the domocrotio rovelution in India which oan now bo discernod will
provce the tosting grounde I would ndt be surprisod if this worc tho cosoe
I, for my part, whilo not hositating to advanco my vicwpoint whioh co-
incides with thet of tho minority in this ocso, willl do whatovor I can
to prwent a rupture In tho Party and to find o commen solution for our

problomse Comradoly yours, gy wyon Stanloy



AGAINST THE SHACHTUAN RESOLUTION
By John Ge Wright

Comrade Shachtman &nd his co-thinkers voted at the plenum against
the reaffirmation of the party's fundamental position on the nature:
of the Soviet state and the role of Stalinism, But instead of raising
"at this time the problem of the class nature of the Soviet Union",
they Justify their vote and thelr resolution on the ound that the
party has "thus far falled to give a cleap and unambiguous answer"
to those "concrete questions raised by the Stalin-Hitlér Pact, the
ensulng conquest of Poland and matters related theretos"

If thls argument means anything at all, it means that immediate
and adequate answers to developments involv{ng the USSR can be given
as they arise without involving the problem of the class nature of
the Soviet Unione That is not the way in which Marxists glve answers
either to politiocal events in general, or to events in war-time in
particulare. Marxists have always prooeeded in thelr analysis of -any
event from thelr fundamental position on its class line. So that the
point of departure of the Shachtman resolution runs ocounter to our

nrincipled approach to Questions,

But let us for the moment grant Shachtman his starting point, '
The oentral point of his resolution, which he asks the party to adopt,
is & "condemnation" of Stalin's invasion of Poland as an "imperialist
acte" The offioial position of the party 1s to characterize Stalin's
acts as those of a tool of Hitlers Shachtman, to be sure, docs not
explailn just why he Tinds the lattor characterization inadequate, but
he inslsts on his own, namely: S : :

- "Tho Party condemns the Stalinist invesion and subjugation of
Poland as acts of imperialist policYeesGormon Fascism and Stalinist
bureaucratism are now engaged in a Joint campalgh of imporialist
oxpansions"

_ Is this a cloar and unambiguous answer? If any “answer" evey
raised, as Carlyls put it, "unpug%IsEéd thoughts in one's mind" the
forogoing answor surely doese But lot us approach it, so to speak,
on 1ts morits, ‘

Since whon have Marxists oonsidered "condemnation" of "imperialist
acts" ospoolally in conjunction with imperinlist wor as constituting
an adoquate, clecar, or unambiguous expression of Fhoir poslitlon?

Thoy novor havoe ‘ - : .

In the last war, tho social patriots on the side of the Allles
wore loud.in their condomnation of the Germon invasion of Belgium.
It was an act of imporianlist aggression ("oxpansiont"), thoy criode
And they called upon tho workers to conduct e struggle agninst the
Hohonzollern armye In roply to those who éalled upon theo workers
to "tako sidos" on tho invasfon of Belgium, Lonin wrote: "Tho Gorman
imporialists hnve shamclossly violated the neutrality of Bolgium, as
iz tho custom, always and ovorywhoro, of all belligerent statos who
1f nced arises trample underfoot all troatios and obligationse™ Ionin
did not ory: "Botrayal", instoad ho exposed thoso who Wwore yolping
in "oondomnation" of the invasion, and taught the workers what thoir
tagks worce - - ' ‘
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Unloss I am groatly mistokon, Lonin and his co-thinkors gonorally
westod littlo broath in condomning war-timo shifts of frontiers but
rathor contorod tho barb of their condomnation on tho imporiclist
tools of tho bourgooisio, ond socinl pntriotse Nor 1ls thls so airfi-
oult to undorstande A rovolutionist is not only Justifiod but obliged
‘to point out tho shomoful and criminal troochory of o :trado-union
burocauorat who solls out a union but ho would hardly apply tho same
torms ('shamoful and eriminal troachory") to tho othor partnor in tho
doal-== tho boss, .And this, not for psychologiccl but for politicdl
roasonse. Ior in ono oaso 1f-1s o quoation of o Judns to his class,

o boss's tool; whilo in tho othor, it 1s tho clnss onomy himsolf s
 Only the social patriots paint-up tho ruling cleoss ovon in " ¢condomna -
tion"; the rovolutionists oxplain tho roal naturo of ccts in an im=-
porialist war and pass on to tho vital issuose

That is why wo novor insistod thnt tho condommotlon of Hitlor's
onslought -on Poland providod tho indisponsablo and "clear and unambi-
guous" answor oithor to tho Pollsh workors or workors ovcrywhoro in
“§ho strugglo apninst tho prcsont ware On the contrary, wo know that
1t 18 ono of our importont tasks to oxposo tho hypooritical condomna=
tion of tho "domocratic" comp of ‘the imporinlist and tholr social-
-patriotic toolse

. "Whnt thon oan Shoohtmen possibly contributo to our clority b¥
domanding thot wo put to tho forofront our condomnation of Stalin's
4nvesion of Poland as an “"imporialist cot?" Ho has falled to think
things out to tho onde : ' L

Comrado Shaochtmnn, unloss ho has changod his position, would
subsoribe omphntically Lo tho charcetorizatlon of Stalin!s act as
o "shoamoful ond eriminal botrayale" Such o charactorization is oom-
prohonsiblo only if wo procood: from the tssumption thnt Stalin 1s
ceting horo o8 o tool (o shamoful and criminal rolo) in tho honds of
o clanss=onomy (HATIOF) cnd is thoroforo gullty of botraynl (of tho
strugglo agnlnst woar ond for tho world rovolution)s But Shochtman
doos not accopt this formulation which, whothor ono agrecos with 1t or
not, is novortholoss compotiblo with ocur fundamontal positione Tho
only implication of SHichtron's position: thorofero is that’ tho compls-
sion of "an imporinlist act" justifics such a condomnatione

This vosition is vory dangorous for our partye For how on tho
basis of Shachtmant?!s rosolution con he object to tho application of
tho vory sdimo torms to Stalin's partnor in this "jeint campaign of
imporinlist oxponsion?" Hns thon Hitlor, too, porhaps porpotratod
~an'net of "shamoful and eriminal botrayai?" 1y, indood, shouldn't

ho, t00, bo 86 aondomnod on tho bdsis of Shachtmant!s rcsolution?
Boforo Stalin, Hitlor had o roal imporialist for his partnor, Chombor-
1nin, in sti1l anothor "imporialist act", tho dlsmombormont of Czocho-
slovokine Yot I boliovo thot Shnchimon would most: cortainly objoot
to o condomnation of this act in torns-of: "Tho shamoful and oriminal
votrayal of Czochoslowvakia by Chamborlain.”

Tho Pooplo's Front lino is all too cloore But tho vory lino of
Shachtman's resolution makos it impossiblo to draw tho ¢lass lino
which alono rnkos cloar tho difforoncos botweon tho two oarips, and
thoroforo botwoon tho two aotionse As for Burnhan, ho asaurodly can
raiso no valid objoctionse Ho can rosort only to gvesion. Ho connot
possibly draw any lino of distinetlon botwoon tho various" imporinl-
iste: Stalin, tho Mimporinlist", Hitlor, the imporinlist, Chamborilain
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tho imporiclist. Ho hns clroady publiocly ohnractori,od tho Stalinist
Bonapartist rogime as o rogime of "oxploitors", thot is, of o now
classe Shachtran's resolution is accoptablo to hinm nrocisoly boravso
ThapITod in it 1s tho cheractorization of 8talin as o "now" imporinlist
oountorpart of Hitlore It 1s not for nothing that comrado Protsky
warns tho innovators that thoy would bo only ombarrassod if tho
"torninologienl" concossions thoy dormnd woro oonéodod to thorie

Thoy loovo tho doors ajar for an opportunist linoe -

But Shachtrmnt's resolution contains eoncossions to Burnhan not
only in "torminology" but also in political gonclusionse Wo aro
and romnin dofonsists in rolntion to tho Sovict Unions Shachtriants
rosolution stotes blandly that a rovision of our dofoneist position
1s nocossary; and. at tho samo time thot tho abandonmont of tho slognh
of dofenso of tho Soviot Union "doos not nocossarily follow" from ite

" "Whnt doos follow from his rosolution is that wo advisb tho workors™

in Poland to procood in ti® indontical way in tho torritorios hold
by Hitlor as in those occuplod by tho Rod Arrye In fucta Shachtran
onlls upon workors- ovorywhoro, "in sinilar cirgunstancos” :to strugglo
"both against tho Roichswolr and tho Rod Arriye" A falso position.

" If this moons anything, it moans thot our corrados in -Poland ~
'should among othor slogans ralso on tho one hand tho slogan of -
.'Dofoat tho Rolchswohrl" and on tho othor, "Dofoat tho Rod Army$"

To raise a slognan of tho defodt of a particular army 1s in it-
solf, to put 1t mildly, misloading, ospoeinlly at tho vory outsot of
tho wor, whon as yet thoro havo boon no opon rrinifostations of an
upsurgo on tho part of tho massose For oxanplo, tho Polish landlords
and capltallsts ero now olso for tho "defont of tho Roichswohr" to
say nothing of Mossrse Chamborlain and Daladior and thoir potontinl
alliose In gonoral, Morxists do not poso tho task of tho anti-wmr
strugglo in torms of tho dofoat of this or that arrys wo profor tho
dofeat of all warring inporinlist-govobnmonts, and that ronlly 1is
tho way in"whioh wo pose owr dofoatisre So far ns tho armics thore
solvos are concerned wo placo tho stross rathor on fratornizing
té?mtween the opposirg troops, espooinlly so in tho in stagos of

WOoXre '

Should we and our corrades in Poland onll for tho "Dofoat of tho
Rod Ariry?" That is not tho way comrado Trotsky posos tho quostion
ot alls Ho points out that tho sovictization of tho occupiod torri-
torlos 1s bolng carricd out in a nilitary-burcaucratic mannor, and
warns against 1llusions that tho world rovolution can bd succossfully
oxtondod by thoso nothodse Novorthodoss, dospitc itsolf, the Bona-
partist rogimo 1s compellod to porform a progrossivo waﬁ, and our
conrados should thoroforc bo in tho foro%on% EIpEng tho Rod Ar:ny
dotachnonts 4in oxpr'opriating tho landlords, notlionallzing tho oocononty,
sotting up Soviots, Workers? Cormittoos, issulng lonflotSese ond thus
in offdot gropo.ring for a rovolutionary oxplosion against tho Stalin
rogime, whioch rmst core into diroot oconflict with tho initiativo of
tho rassoged '

Furthornoro woro Hitlor (or any othor imporialist powor) to
attack thoso nowly occuplod arons, wo would dofond thori, and holp
tho Rod Arry dofond thone This not only dods not follow fror tho
Shachtrmn rosolution, but is oxocludod by ite
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: Horo wo hiavo unnistalmblo indications of tho divorgont linds GF
Shachtmants resolution and tho position of tho party.

It 1s falso to contond that this rosolution rioroly . "supploronts"
tho party's position, If i1t supplomonts anything, it supplorionts
Burnhan's positions It is a stdp in tho dirootlon of tho rovision of
our party position and rmust bo rojootod as suche o

# It 1s by no moons excluded that this sonfiict bo yooh tho buroau-
oraoy and the workors in thd oscuplcd torritory right vory soon
flaro up into an open struggice The slogain of "Dofont tho Rod Arpy,"
if 1%t had boén proviously advanacd worid thon play diroetly into
tho-hands of Stalin, Ths $oldiers synpathotlc to tho workors or
inclining towards them would find the use of this slogan by tho

buroaucraoy almost an inawriovninols oopstacio whon fncod with tho®
cholco botwoon tho insurgont workors and tho Bqnapagt;st flunkios,



COLIAD®E SHACHT 1iAN'S USE OF THE TERM "IMPERIALISN"

© Py Walter O'hourke

The smbiguity of the Shashtman document 1s classically 1llus=-
trated in its usg¢ of the term "{moerialistic", For MarxisteLenine
1sts, the use of this term to characterlze tle recent noves of the
Stalinist Red Army in the T altlc area, 1s, o sgy the least, puzx-
11ng. . .

Corrade Shactman employes the term in two dirferent senses 1n
his document; first, the noves of Stalin arc those of an "Magent of
imncrialism" and secondl:, those moves are acts of "imperid ist
policy" or "imperialist oxpansion," It is to tils latter use of the
term that we direct the present criticism, Shadtman sajys in his re-~
solution:

"The Party condermns the Stalinist finvasion and sube-

jugation of Poland as acts of imperhlist policyesss

Produced by the samc cauwsc, Gormen Fasclsm and Sta-

linist buremucr~tiam arc now cngeged in o joint cam=
paicn of imperielist oxpansion,

Althouch many of the bourgcoils columniste aro writing of the
new Russion "imperlalism", it is impcerative today in tho middlce of
the second imperialiast world war for us to uanderstand cxactly vhat
imocrialism s meont 2 nd 5ti111 doos mean to Narxligts,. An unscicne
tific, phrascmongering use of so impaetant o torm moy scrve the cnds
of theac columnists but such confusion cammot be ollowod to unter
our basic thcvory. :

Prior to tho appearcnce of fiporl:lism on the hlstoric seccrno,
Marx was coroiul to stresg, not the surfzec simllaritlos between tho
Roman Empric -nd thc colornizl policy of morchant and indu: tricl cap=
1talism, but rotiwr to point to tho basic differenccs which arosc
out of thc¢ charactor of the class astrygglce In the two soclciics
Calling attontion to tho foet thht in elassicol Rome botli the poor
proletarinst md the rich aristoeracy lived by tho lobor of a vast
slave population, ho stressced thet in modern timos the rich live on
the labor of the prolcinriat,

"So cxtonsive arc the differences botwoen the nmotericl,
the cconomie, conditlons of the clasa war in classieal
ond in modcrn times, thet the political inecidents born ¢
out of the strugglc in onc cpoch mnd the cthr con hove
no morg rescmblance to ono anothor than the Archblshop
of Contorbury has to the High Pricst Sammcl," (K. Marx,
Eizghtcentl, Brumnire of Louis Bonapartc, mrcfacc to
first Germon odition,)

Lenin considcred clarity on the nature of impeoricl ism of sufe
ficient importancu to dovote a2 Yook to Lz analysis, in thce nidst of
tho~first World War. Imporiclism, hislhcst stose of capltallsm 1o
the rosult. He also cliohnclzea tie diicrsnec not only betwecn clioca-
ical Romc and modcrn scclocty, but nlso between colonmiclam up to
about 1890-1900 and impcrinlim TACTCAltCTe

"Coloninl polltks arnd impericls m cxlstod cven beforc
the latest stage of capitalism and cvon befere caplto-
liame Rome founded on slavery, carried out « colonial

-
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policy and was impurlzlistie, But “gencral"

argumonts about Impcritlism; which ignorc, or
~put Into the backgrowd the fundamental diff=
eronce of soclalecconomic formations, incvit-
ably decgenerato into cmpty banilitics, or phra-
SCS such as the comparison of "greater Rome
and grooter Britain," Even the colonfal po-
licy ofmpitalism in 1ts provious stagcs 1s

 osschtially differ.ont from Eho colonial policy
of fin:nec eapltal.” (1)

Lonin ostablished that impcrialism was an incovitablc stago in
the dovelopment of capitalism end not mcroly o forelgn policy Prc=
- forred" by some of the lcaders of tho governmont " as maintaingd by
Kautsky. His concludon on tit basis of @ carcful, strictly cconomic
analysis of the cvolution of camnotitive industrial capitalTsm Into
moncpoly, fhancc capitalism was:

"Imporialism is capitalism in that stage of

dovolopmont in which the domination of ‘mon=

opolics and financc copitnl has token shapc;;
in which the oxport of capital has acquired

pronouncod lmportaonce; in which the division
of thc world by tho intomatbnal trusts has

bogun, and in which thec nartitbn of nll the

territory of the ecarth by the grecatcst cap-

1talist countrics has boon completed, " (2)

In his eonclusion Lonin agaln says, "We havo scen that by its ccono=
mlic cssonce imporialism 1s rnonopolist em itelism. This fact alonc
dcterm?nos the ploce of imporialism in history..." (TT(my cmphasgig-«
W.0'R,

Where doos Shactman's usc of "irperlolism" f£it into this picturc?
He donlcs any decairsc to altor our basle rno lysis of the Sovict atate
as a workcerts state; yot he deseribeos the Invasion of Poland as "acts
of impcrialigst policy." Mwrxiat-Leninists say that thce plicc of ine
peridl ism In history is dotornined by the singlc foet that its cconom
nic osscncc 1s :ionopolist capitalisn, Can Shadtiian's usc of "{nmper-
1alist" as 2 term of inprecation be palried off as no rcvision of basic
theory? Ve think not,

But, a supporter of the minority may protest, we only rican that
this is =n irporiclist poiley of the roverniient cnd not irperinlism
of thc Sovict cconoryy, To tHs we would rnor.ly enll attantion to
Lenints attoek on Kautsky for prceiscly the saric sort of 1iigtake,
Scparating it frou the cvolution of thc 2comomy (1.c, rionopoly capie
tclism), Koutsky considered t ‘Porlalisn to be the forcign policy prc-
forrcd by the rulera, -

"The importunt thing iz that Kautsky detachcs the
policy of imperialisn frai its ccononics, specks
of anncxzations ¢s being a poliey "proferrcd" by
Tinancc capital, and oppescs toit another bourg-
¢ols poliey which he cllezes to be possible on
- the zame badis of finance capital " (4)

S:Lhcc this orror lcads tc the conclvabn that the labor moverient should
try to echongs the coursc of the Breign policy of the statc rather than

PR
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its cconomy, Icinin congludes tiint, "Tho rosult is bourgcois reformism
instoad of rcvolution."(5) In order to say thot on imporialist poliey
cen cvolve on the basis of notlonnlized and planned cconomy, onc must
commit the same crror aos Keutsly and "dotaeh the policy of imporislism

from its cconomics.ee" o .

Thus onc of two revisions is involvod in the Shachtm~n uso of
-the torm "“imperinlist." First -- a2 rcvision of our &nnlysis of the
Sovict stotc; for only a monopolist, copltolist stote con follow an
imncrinlist poliey.~ Thorerfore if the Sovict stote is indoed conduct-
ing o campaign of imperialist oxponsion, then its cconomy must be in
csscnec, rmonovolist capitalism; or if the Sovict state is indeed o
dogonoratc workers! state thon it eannot be conducting a comnaign of
impericlist oxponsion. Sgcond -~ the Krutsky rovision of soparoting
the poliey of imnorialism from its cconomiese. Making usc of this
rovision, Shhchtmen might scy thrt olthough the notionnlizod ond |
planncd occonomy romeins In' tho Sovict Union, ncvertheless the govern-
mont is following an imporiclist “poliey." *

- VWhichever rovision is intended should bo presonted as such and
censidered by the memborship as such; by no mooans should it be allowed
to slip in by the back door. The party should he most vigilant for
attomnts and tondcncics to roducc torms which for Marxist-Iconinists
have ‘o procige, soiontific moaning to the status of "swoor-words'--
to vsc Ionin's phrascs Rolerring to Plokhanov, Lenin wrotos

sealnstead of analysing the fundamcntcl charno-
teristics and tcndenclos of imporialism gs a svs-
tom of tho cconomie rclations of modern highly ..
developed, maturo, and ovor-ripe conitalism, ho
started angling after bits of facts to ploosc thoe
. Purushkovichcs and the Milyukovs. Undor such

conditions the sciontific soncopt of imporialism
is rcducod to the lovel of a swoear-word addresscd v

"> to the. immodictc compotitors, rivals and onpononts
of tho two abovo-sicntloned Russicn imnoriclistses.(6)

We arc not going to builld a party whosc thoorcticcl cducction is
sound and able to stand up cgoinst the prossurcs in store for it, by
dragging. our thoorctiecl vocabulary through the miré of confusion
ovidont in the curront populer bourgeois eolumnists. Wo will only

- sucéocd thoroby in recducing scicntific torms to the status of denun-
clatory cpilthets -fto be hurled without thought at this or anmother act
of Stalinisme Thoro is an abundonce. of "swoor-words" without our mis-

~using our scicntific lanpuoge for such a purposo. No, if wo are to
cducato tho party corrcctly, wo must retain the scicntifio moaning of
torms. such as "imporinlist" and romombor thet it is only through such
clarity thot a sound thoory con be maintoinode
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SHACHTMAN DISCOVERS SOMETHING "NEW"

By John Ge Wright

In hils spooch ot the Now York momborship mooting on Sunday
Octobor 15th, comrado Shachtmin dwolt at longth on a singlo sontonco
in comrado Trotsky's documonte On tho ‘basils of this sontonce ho
oroctod an ontiro ocasoe In partiocular, ho saw in it a basis of agroo-
mont with Trotsky not only for himsclf but clsc for comrado Burhhanme
Ho statod 1n offoct that on tho basis of this statomént alone comrado
Burnham agrood to withdraw his own documont otce 0%ce

, Tho sontonco roads as follows: "WE WERE AND REMAIN AGAINST
SEIZURES OF NEW TERRITORIES BY THE LKREMLIN."

Whot doos this sontonco torn oub of contoxt roally moan?
Shoohtman is contont to rost his goso on Trotsky®s assortion tnt ho
is "agninste"  Shachtman is nlso "against", Honco both hc and Burn- .
‘ham oan agrooe Moroovor, this econstitutos"somothing now."

But Trotsky omphntionlly statos that this "agninst" constitutos
nothing nowe For tho sontonco roads "wo woro and romiin ngoinstel

. If tho reforonee horo is, as Shachtman claims, sololy to tho
Polish "soizuro" thon Trotsky's stotomont thot wo "woro dgninst® is
woll nigh inoxplicablo. Stnlin's fomous slogan has boon, "Wo d6 not
sook a foot of foroign soil, wo shan't gdeld an inch of our owne"

In point of "acizuro", tho {nvesion of Poland constitutos tho first
viclation of Stalin's woll-publicizod policye To my knowlodgo, it
wos novor forooast by Trotskye. But wo miss tho ontire point of
Trotsky?s statémont if wo limit 1% os Shachimrn does sololy to tho
Polish oplsodo, HE

Trotsky 1s morély rostating horo tho classioc Marxist position
on sclf-dotorminntione Wo woro and romain in favor of solf-dotérmin-
atlon for Soviot Ukraino, and all torritorios annoxod by Stcline Ono
cannot bo in favor of annoxntion and not bo opposod Yo solf-dotormina-
tione . T

‘In his polomie against the oppononts of tho slogan of sclf=
dotormination Lonin wroto in the fall of 1916 tho following:

~° “wm#t 1s annoxatlon? Wo havo poscd this quostion in own
thosls with comploto cloritye Tho Polish comrados did not onswor its -
thoy ovadod 1%, Uy omphntioally deelaring (1) thrt” tho¥ @ro agninst -
annoxAtions and (2) oxplalining why thoy are againste Thoso aro vory
important Yubstions, 1t goos without sayinge. But thoso aro difforont
quostionges.. e : : ' ‘ ) ‘

| . "Wy havo wo posod this quostion?" continuos Ionin, "Wo
oxplainod it whon wo posod ite Boeoauso o protost against annoxation -
1s nothling olso but thc rocognition of tho right of solf=dotorminntions!
Tho oonoopt of annoxatlion is commonly undorstood to involvo: (1) tho
concopt of foreco (morgor by foreo); (2) tho concopt of alion netionnl
opprossion (tho annoxation of foroigh? torritory otce) and--somotimos
(3) tho concept of tho violation of status quoe This is just what
wo pointod out in our theses and our STOEOMONLs woro not mct with
‘eriticisme o
"Tho quostion now arisos can tho soclal domocrots bo

opposod in gonoral to forco? Obviously, note Ergo we aro not opposod .
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to ahnoxations boecusce they arc shcor foroo but beoause of somothing
olsoe For tho very samd roason the sdeial domoerats’ eannot be for
stotus quoe No motter how you squirm you cannot cvado the conelusion
thot annoxation is 2. violation of solf-dotormination of 2 nation, ii
1s tho 6stablishmont OF SEtoto boundorios apgiinst tho will of tho Eggf
ulations To bo against annoxa¥lons si niffos Yo Bo for tho rIght o
. solX=dotorminntions”™ (Tho Bolanco SHoo¥ of the Discussion on Solf
S S oternlnntlion, nin) - ’

-+ 7 Is thit whnt comrado Trotsky roant? Thoro is no quostion ot
211 about ite For his vory noxt socntonco provides tho othar sido of
the ILoninist formmulation: R S : R
© . . "Wo woro and romnin agninst soizuros  (annoxations} =JGW)
of now torritorlos by tho Kromline Wo aro for tho indopondorec of
Sovict Ukraing, and if tho Byolo Russions thomscolvos wish - of Soviot
Byolo Russine" o o . R

_ _ Boeauso wo. arc fo' aolf-dotoﬁmination of Soviot Ukrainb wo
worc and romain against annoxationse Thot is all that ocomrado Trot-
sky's_fornulation.moans,.nnd that is a;l.that-gan bo road into 1ite

" But comrado Trotsky.doos not stop thoroe In connootion with
this quostlon of solf-dotormination (which incidontally corrado
Connon also ralsod in his oditorinl-in:tho Appoal on Poland, in
connoction with our position on tho Polish inwvasion), Trotsky also
raiso’s ‘tho quostlon of ouf attitudo to tho soviotizabion of tho-
occupied or annexed greas, Comrade Shachtman corefully aveided -

o glving un anEmor ko Als Gwn pesition on Ltk aspust of the eituwaitiou,

which is indissolubly I1lhkod up with tho ontire problom of our peei-
tion on tho Sovict Union. o Do ST

-+ Ho ¥ants Yo condomn. tho invasion of Poland by Stalin as an’
- "imporialist aote® This.is his "now" contribution to torminologye .
As Trotsky warncd, if our innovators woro grantod thoir . now tormine-
ology, tholr viotary would not only bo an ompty ono but also pfove
ombarrasging to théme If tho nnnexttion itsolf is imporinlist, -thon
tho molintononéo of 1t, to say nothing of its consoquonscs aro 11k0-
wiso "imporinliaste" So for that mattor is tho "annoxation" of tho old
ro%ions of Soviot Ukraino itsolfs If wo accopt Shachtmants “"contri-
bufion" wo odnmot avoid branding tho ‘maintonanco' of Soviot Ukraiino
and othor rcgions within tho Iramowork of tho Soviect Union ns an :
"aot of imperinlist oxpansion.™ How thon oan wo possibly bo défon-
sists not only in tho nowly ocouplod arocas but in tho old arcas of .
tho prosont Sovlot Union? "By his position Shachtman involvos himsolf
In hopoloss éontradictions, and at the sano tiro Opons wido tho

doors for 2 rovision of. our fundanontal positione
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FOR UNCONDITIONAL DEFENS: OF TEE SOVIET UNIO

' bj'David’Gowles

- The boyrders’ of the Soviet Utiton ineclude ‘approximately one-
sixth of the world's area which has been conquered for collectivized
-aoonomy by mneang of the overthrow of the capitalist olass and thelir
system of ‘exploitation. This conguest is the:objestifidation &f the
socialist  revolution in its fundamental, ige.‘eooqqmig ‘aspecte It
: has“ﬁ41sed.the,atruggIQS'ofqthe-WOrkers qum-oap;tali'é to soclglist
‘levelss So long as this collectiyiZdd economy remains preponderantly
. intact, the Soclalist Workers :Party characterizes it for what 1t, 4n
fundamentals, is: a workers! state and all revolutionlsts render it
uncondltional defense against all its enemies,

o Those who oppose .the slogan of unconditional defense of the
Seviet Union against imperialist attack because of their justified
révulslon against the Stalinist dictatorship show’ themselves, in fact,
the ideologloal vietims of this very dictatorship.. For .the Stalin
dictatorship continuously sprefds the 1lie that 4t representsy symbo-
lizes, and sums up the fundamentnl character of the Soviet Union.
Those who deny the worl:ing-slass character of the -Soviet Union at the
present- time do: so bepawnse they accept this lie as truth., In repud-
lating the dictatorship, they alsoc repudiate the charaoterization of
the Soviet Union as a workere! state in the fundamental, l.e., economic
sen:ei,.Thay also repudilate unconditional defense of this workers!.
state. '

. Although springing from high moral motives in their political
conclusions they fall viotim to Stalinist falsifieation, -~

. To oppose the slogan of unconditional defenss of the Soyiet
Unlbn' is to show onesplf part of the demoralized ahd econfused flight
from larxism to natlonalism which is taking place under the impact
- of the powerful capitalist war propaganda., - This flight from Marxism
-1s gummed up in the question, "If the Soviet Unlon invades Poland,
etcs, how oan we favor unconditional defense of the Soviet Union?!

What does this question meant -That the territory named "Seviet

Union" has invaded another teriitory named: "Poland"? If so, the ques-
tlon 'is, absurd and medningless., Iands do not battle among themselves

t

nor invédde eaoh others.

Does it meah then that the masses in the Soviet Union have
united in agreement to invade the territory of Poland and subjugate -
the poople? If so, the implied answer of "Yes" 1s false to the core,
To say "Yes" is to shéw oneself completely the dupe of the ldeology
of nationalism by méans of which the Stalin dletatorship tries to hide
its oppressive rule.

The only reference such a question can have is to the Stalin’
dictatorship and its Red Armye The Red Army, on orders from Stalin,
invaded Poland and subjugated the Polish people to the Stalin diota-
torship.

This, and similar sounter-revolutionary acts, justify uncondi-
tlonal opposition to the Stalin dictatorshipe But why should this



~20-
action warrant our th¥owing overboard the unconditional defense of
the Soviet Union?, ' .
To repudiate the slogen-of unconditional defense of the Soviet
Union because Stalin's Red Army.subjugated tho.Polish masses is to
condemn and penalizé ‘the colleciivized eccnomy for the criminal acis
of the dictetorship. To do so is to identify the fundamenia: naturé
of the Stalin dictatorshlipfor low motives in such an identification,
the fact romains that this political conclusion ia but the “iefs':
medal Jf Stalinist falsification and Stalinist counter-revolution,
( A with the fundamontal noturc of the Sovict Union. Whotovor tho high }
Rovolutionists have never determined their attitude towards
the Soviet Union by the aotions of the Stalin digtatorship. We have
always distinguished betwecn the fundamental character of the Soviet
Union as a -workers' state and thoe character of the Stalin rogimo.
-We have always oonsidered the Stalin dlctatorship fundamentally
~ opposéd to the best interests of the Soviet Union as a workers?
-stato. Our opposition to the Stalinist dlictatorship’'is incidental
to our desire to maintain and .extend .the ins of the collectivized
.-oconomy. From thence risse-our slogan “Ug%ONDITIONAL DEFENSE (F THE
*SOVIET UNIONW," S ‘ 0 .
... Tho taotics of whconditional defense is the only question
really worth discussinge The membership of the party which lends any
ey at all to the oppoments of the present position does so because
the applicatlion of ouwr prosent position to the Polish invasion.was.
- 8low and inepte What is appropriate, then, is to give a more preciso
definition and content to the slogan of unconditional defensoe and not
to dostroy the slogan, : ,

It is inocorrect to say that tho stand on unconditional defenso
of- tho Soviet Union incapacitates us from teking a true international-
ist position, Comrade Trotsky, who strongly supports the slogah of
unconditlional defonse, was also able to oome out against Stalin's

invasion of Poland.

IHE CONTENT AND TACTICS OF UNCONDITIONAL DEFENSE

Tho orientation and general formulation from which this speci-
fic position proceeded are gs follows: . :

Tho fundamental stratogy of unoonditional dofénse of the Soviet
Union is the spread of revolufion to othor countriess. Any tactic
that would put a brake upon tho sproad of the revolution is a ‘blow
at the dofonse of tho Soviet Union as a workers! state.

: Our oppositlon to the Stalin dictatorship is based upon the
fact that it is the hangman of .the world revolution and the .sapper of
the foundations of the workers' state.. Ag all timos we ocarry on the
strugglo agalnat it, .The spocifiec taotios of struggle differ with
circumstances. . : )

l. During poace'time,-ouf»attaok'upon the Stalin dictatorship
i1s a dircet ohe which ombraces every mothod of struggle condueive to -
1ts overthrow, - ‘ .

. .2, During war time, our attack npon the Stalln dictatorshlp is
cither direct or oblique, &oponding,upon the ocharaster of tho war,
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In ease of invaslon of foroign territorios by the Red Army wo
dotormino our tactles in each spocific case by our indepondent judg- -
ment as to whcther such invasion 1s, in roality, in the intcrests of ‘
tho Soviet Unlon as a workors' stato, since wo boliove that tho de-

fonse of tho Soviet Union as a workers! stoto ecoincidos with the .
oxtonslon of the soclal conquests within tho Soviot Unidn and tho
extension of the social rovolution throughout the world. Whero we

detormino that invasion serves primarily the aggrandizement of the .
Stalin dictatorship our poléoy is defoatliam in the invading Red Army ;
a8 tho best defense of the “ovict Union as a workers! stato. Our ‘ .

attack upon the Stalin dictatorship is a dircot one. -

Whoro capltalist property rolations in any invaded torritory
have boen déstroyed and socialist proporty rolations subatituted in
tholr plaesé, wo dofend it agaihst any imporialist attack. Wo are .
dofonsists. "But wo do not, thoroby, lessén our attack upon tho Stalin
dictatorship. We only chango the form of attack, from & direcet ono to
an obliquo one, by raising the slogan of national self-doterminastions

3 ~ In oaso of invasion of tho Soviet Union by imporialist foroes,

wo aro dofonsists, carrying into action our slogan of uticonditional
dofenso of tho Sovict Union rogardless of the troachorios of tho

Stalin dictatorshipe. But we do not at any time support the diestator-
~ships Our diroct attacdk 1s now changod into an oblique attaock by our
raising slogans which alono eén onsuroc vietory against the oxternal
~foe and tho nativo oppressorsi Domooratization of tho army, workers!- ¢
_ ocontrol of industry, mass participation in the processcs of govornmont,
otes ' y ' . :

Tho argumont against unconditional dofenso is somotimos mado by
comrades in the name of tho world socialist rovolution. This is not
tho first timo that grand phrasos aro used to cover base retroats,
In 1919, Karl Kautsky and Otto Bauor, o namo only two outstanding
.rovislonists, attackod tho conqumsts of the October Revolution in the
name of "world povolution." , ' |

Tho answor that Lonin gave to tho Kautskys of that day is equal- -
ly applicable to the Kautskys of today: Anyono who takes tho world
rovolution as something more concroto than a journalistic phrasc must

advoeato unconditional defonso of tho Soviet Union. The world rovo- .
lution does not spring full born like Athena from tho brow of Zous.'
It is tho rosult of a glant guorilla warfaro over tho world canvass. -

Conerotoly, the world revolution means the oxtonsion from one roglon
whoro tho rovolution has succecdod to othor rogions whoro it has not
yet taken places Tho oxtonsion of the rovolution to othor roglons
can not take plase unloss there is a baso from which to opecrato and
oxtond tho soclal rovolution. Tho struggle to oroatc this baso and
its actual oreation is the groat contribution of tho Bolshevik party
of Lonin. Tho failure to extond this base marks tho ovorlasting shamo
of tho traltors of the Séocond ard Third Intornatidnal and has loft
tho Sovict Union a great, but isolatod, outpost of tho world rovolution. .
whoso backwardness and isolation aro tho groatest pillars of Stalin's
dietatorships Tho failure uneonditionally to dofond &nd oxtend this

baso would mark tho death of the Fourth International.

ITHREE SLOGANS =~ ONE DEFENSE, ONE HAIF~AND-HAIF, ONE DEFEAT

.. Thore are fhroo,:not'twoAslogans boing proposod on tho Russian

"quostiones N
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Mirst is the sloman of uneonditional dcfonso of this outpost

of the world rovolution against imperialist attack and internnl die-
tatorship.

Scecond, is tho Shachtman slogan of conditional dofcnsdés This
has as 1ts other faco conditiochal defeat of tho Soviet Union. As
such it is a blow at tho slogan of unconditional dofonsc and it is
a groat lecap forward to a third position that is still lurking in
the shndows -- the posivion of "revolutionars" dcfoatism. Tho
Shnehtman position is the tactical bridge,

Tho position of "rovolutionary" dofcatism in tho Sovict Union
would indoed bo a revolutionary ono if thosc who advoeato it ecould
nrovo that tho Sovict Unlon's colloetivizod oconomy has béon dostroy-
cd and tho Soviect Union has ccasod being a workors! statc. But this
thoy eannot do. Or if thoy can prove that the Sovict Union ig funda-
montally the roflcetion of the Stalih dictotorship, This,too, they
ecan only statec but they cannot provo. Falling such proof, wc ean
only say that their "rovolutiorary defoatism" in words is &imply a
feney phrasc for countor-rovolutionary dofoatism in action.

Shdchtman's bridge to this position is basod on roal or assumod
lgnorances. On the question of the charactor of tho Sovict Union, thoe
spokesmon of this position assume a poso of ignorance. Yot the
wholo question of ddfense or dofeat hingos on our charnctorization
of the Sovict Unione If their ignoraneo is rcal, then it disqualifics
thom frem any rosnonsiblo judgmont. If thoir ighoranco is assumed,
thon wo have ovory right to question tho honcsty and sincérity of
porsons who must hide the truth to justify thoeir vosition.

The whole strongth of tho Shachtman resolution is bascd on
tho strongth of the ignoranco of tho momborship: ignorance that
ono group which supporta 1t 1s using it as a tactical bridge to a
position which they catl "rovolutionary", but which wo eall countor-
rovolutionary, dofcatism in the Sovict Unilon; lgnoranco that anothor
group is sinply using this grave politlcal quostion as an idoologlcal
smolccsceroon for an organizational attack that will cnsure thom tho
orgoanizational vietory which they failod to got in the national
convention, Whon this ignoranco is dissipatod, tho momborship will
recalizo fully the Monshevism of the first group, tho unprincipled
charactor of tho sccond group, and will re-affirm the revolutionary
internationalism of our parcy by supporting the presont position:
UNCONDITIOHAL DEFENSE (F THE SCVIZT UNION.



