For Mombors Only

..........................

Issued by the
SOCIALIST WCRKERS PARTY

yb1§ II, No, 1 October 10, 1939
CONTENTS
Page

{1} Ietter to Branches on Russian discussion. 1
(2) Motions adopted by Plenum of N.C. 2
(3) Resolution on the Soviet Union in the Present War.

(Minority Resolutien) by Shoohtman 3
(4) The U.S.SR. in War, by Trotaky poeBe
(5) The Defense of tho USSR and the Present

Imperialist War. by Johnson 23
(6) Shnll We Revise the Slogan of Unconditional Defonse.

by Goldman 29

Pricc: Ton Ccnts

tevessamecrsiatecsnvatuect s smemmE e




For Mombors Only

Issued by the
SOCIALIST WCRKERS PARTY

Vol. II, No, 1 October 10, 1939
CONTENTS
Page

(1) Ietter to Branches on Russian discussion. 1
(2) Motions adopted by Plenum of N.C,. 2
(3) Resolution on the Soviet Union in the Present War.

(Minority Resolutien) by Shoohtman 3
(4) The U.SeSaRe in War, by Trotaky 7
(5) The Defense of tho USSR and the Present

Imperialist War. by Johnson 23
(6) Shnll We Revise the Slogan of Unconditional Defcnse.

by Goldman 29

Pricc: Ton Ccnta

P R R PR R R LR L




October 5, 1939
T0 ALL LOCALS AND BRANCHES:

Dcar Comradcs,

PARTY DISCUSSION O THE RUSSIAN QUZSTION

The nlcnum of the Ne+Ce held in Now York on Scptember 30th and
October lst, as onc point on its agenda held an oxtendod discussion
on the Russian quostion in the light of the war and tho now develop=-
mcntse .

(1) Tho plenum dcecided to rcaifirm tho basio analysis of the
nature of the Sovict statc and the role of Stalinism and the polite
ical conclusions drawn from this analysis, including the unoondition=-
al dofonse of *the Soviet Union against imperialist attaclz, as laid
dovn in the provious decisions of our party convention and tho
nrozram of the Fourth Intocrnational,

(2) "“ho nlenum cndorscd the nolitioal oqnclusions of a necw doou=
mont by Comrado Wotdkyon "Tho U.S.S.R. in Var" and instructcd the
Political Cormmittec to publish it as an cvaluation and clucidation
of tho ncw cvents on the basis of owr fundamcntal position.

(3) TFinority points of viecw werc also prescnted to the plenum
in documcntary form.

(4) By unanimous aprcement a motion to organize a narty discus-
gsion on the qucstion vmas adopted, and the provisions for the rogula-
tion of tho discussion aro defincd in tho motion as follows:

"An cducational discussion shall bo organized in the party
by the P.Cs on the Russian qucstion in gonoral and its snceifio
rclation to the proscnt war. Tn this discusdion thoe official
nosition of the varty as determined by the nlenum will be
acfonded in the narty presse At thoe same time, an intcrnal
bulletin shall be »ublishod and mombership mcotings awnthorized
in which all voints of view will be given frec cxprossione
Aftor the discunsion has proccoded for a while, if it avpcars
that differences of such a fundamental character arc clearly
develoncd as to require a dceision by the party, and if the minor-
ity of the HN,Ces or a considcrable sccetion of thie sarty momber-
ship dcagircs a narty convention to scttle the question, it is
undorstood thet this will boe amrccd tos"

(5) An internal bullectin containing all documcnts now on hand’
is being mruvared and will bhe roady for distribution in a fow davs,
Comrades desiring to contribute to the discussion in subscquont
issues of the intornal bulletin arc invited %o scnd their articlos
or rcsolutions to the National Office.

Fraternally yours,

J«Fe Cannon
National Sceretary




-.2"
MOTIONS ON RUSSIAN QUESTION

Tho following motions worc cdonted by tho Plonum of tho
Notional Committoo, modting on Soptombor 30th and Octobor

1st, 1939:

(1)

(2)

UThet we roaffirm tho bosic anclysis of tho naturc of
the Sovict stato and tho rolo of Stalinism cnd tho
political conclusions drawn from this anclysis, inolud-
ing the unoonditional defeonso of tho Sovict Unlon cgninst
imperinlist attock, os loid down in tho provious dccis~
ions of our norty cohvontion and. in the nrogram of tho
Fourth Intornational."

"Tho plonum chdorsos the political eonolusions of tho
dooumont of Trotaky on "Tho U.S.S.R. in War" and instructs
the Politiccl Committoo to nublish this documont o on
cvaluntion and olucidation of the now ovents on tho bosils
of our fundomontal vositione™



LINORITY RESOLUTION: -3~
RESOLUTION ON THE SCVIEY UNICK IN THE PRESENY WAR

s 1t B ATD oA -l Bl W -

The'part&%?%us far fuiled to give a clearcut and unalibige ¢
uous answer to -tie questions raised by Stalint's invasion of
‘Poland. The result has beon & sarious weakening of tho
effectivensss ol ovr press, a discrientatlion of the Pnrty
menbersldp, and o correswonding reduction of our striking
powor ~gainst the Amcrican S4alinist machine and against
the social~derocratin and Iaperialist-petriotic forces. who
seck %o exploit the events for their own reactionary cnds
and wio can be counteracted most successfully only by an
unoquivecal revolutionary position on our part. This is all
the more urgent in view of the Egtonian events and the proge
pective oxtonsion bf Stalin's invasion to other Baltic and
to the Balkan eountrica, S :

The new questions raised cannct be and are not.answored Ly a
-more reiteration that "the Soviet Union 1s a worker's State
and that “"we stand for the unconditional defense of the

Soviet Unions" The idea that these doclarations provide ah
automatic reply %o the conorete questions posed by the conwe
cretc military and poli%ical actions taken by Stalin is absurd,
"and has been proved absurd in praotises Without reising at
this tinwe the problem of the class nature of the Sovict state,
1t is necessary %o give imumediate answers to the conoreto '
questions raised by the Hitler-Stalin ,Pact, the ensuing
eoriquest ‘of Poland and matters rolated theretos

Considered abstrectly, the Hitler-Stalin pact stands on the
samc level as the Franco-Soviet pect, and revolutionary Marx-
ists have only contempt for the Popular Frontists and natriots
of all stripes who endorsed the latter because it was nade
with demoeratic imporislists and condemn the former boeause

1% wae made with Mazi Imperialism. For our part, we rcjoct
and condemn both, without forsaking our basic position which
recognizes the admissibilits of temporary agreements hctweon
a Sovict state and a bourgeols state.

Considered conoretoly, however, the Hitler~Stalin Pac% has
meant tho following, which was, in general, only potontially
contained in the Pranco~Soviet Pact:

(1) Stalin save Hitlor the signal for opening un the

Second Imperialist World War == and linkod his
Tortuncs with those of the Nazi war machino;

(2) Stalin pave Hitler the signal for the brutal Nazi
invasion of Polandj
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Favsecion LSt linlst bueeocveratisn are now onsteod

coarmalin oF dinperialiist omnansion. ‘

Tho ; 3% Gonotnes tLe a10h ‘m*ous claims of tho Stuliniats
et tho Ded Arpy is "literating" the Ukrainian 1y TMilic Runsian
ant. Polisl. xomlo, Just es 1t denounced the cnrlior Stalinish
cledip wihnt the Polish mogs es vould he fishting Tor do noont ey
anc frecdon ascinsh fasm rosunnorting: tho 3’1.-1."1..:", climg ox

Polend and i%s regince hie ey ia Poland sious, Lo an iniinitcly
srortor and ecloapol oxitort tiein bho clvil war in Snhain, 2,1‘0

nitorly couatorsrovolutionars role plllf”‘d oy the o-“lm DUrCAUCYLCY »
Waile wo wor: rdt nid could not Lo for the Aciorse of Mpoor Llittlo

£Y any 1t v a2 : £ -
Polend” = $he imderin .L,Lui: Pecland of vmj serda == o rogosinined

Lo thie peatrilotion and v Initred ov T"‘J."‘.LC'I’ILS;R glovin Ly Uhe Polish
NS0 soacihing notentiolly prosronsive,  With the irovitablo
collanae 4 rii-ontg of thoe 3*0"""50“ Polish rilitcry lendeovning
cligue and Ltg povernmond, wrosc the nogoibilid 7 ol a vovolublone
ary /"oimzse oi 1PoJf.ruT:., 1f no% o Polish Octoher immediately, %hen

an Oetotor powched witer o Poligh "Februiry". In the clmos
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attending the collapsc of the Polish Imperial Arny, si gns of such
a Possiility already coiyld t¢ Giaccrned in parta of the country.
Ingtead of lielpin' in any way -=- sven to tue tiny oxtent to wilch
it wag done in Spain, wliere al least one Scoviaet rif® oul oS ten
it be counted o1, to firec at Praonco -- to matsrialize t7.499 D088 ih-
.Lllt" Lece, Lo pro: wote ar Indenendort class war arainst the Nazi
ir‘aaer, Stelin wined ounu tixds >083iLility completely in partner-
si:ip with that invader., Stalin an2 ibs Red Army thus pl ayeé a
fldtl*' courter~-revolutionary role in Polond.
Trhe Mittor realities of the recen’ evenkts, most particularly of
tle ever'ts in Pelaud, dictoto a re—izion of ow previous coencept of
tiie "uncorditional cefsnse of e Soviet Union". As underztood by
our moverment, tiis concept mcant not only tut w cail for the
de"‘enso ot 'he Sovict Unlonm coven if it is dreted by tic Stalinist
urcauveracr, but alse th.ai wo suppo. ’f the Ned Arine in a3ty . *ill“&ﬂru
swv'fle in w‘m ch it engages, thot ve are for its vi ct01“- vnuu all
circuistances, Le it a . so-cailed "dofemivc" or "a;rresaive" war,
To 2o tive to its rnvolx onary ingomationalist polc tive Fourth
Internaticnal rwust row call upon ‘cfr Polu‘* wirwers and pcasants
torize in revolutiorary o triggle and, withtheir own armed forces,
drive cvi tlw ozdrossors of tiic _)uo‘)lo -- Hitler in wme-hwlf ol tlhe

oaun..br“ anc the Stalin Dureaucracy in Lic otlier. Tae e a'mlics in
Imi l“'ﬂ sivaabvions cloovhero, Thic meas o strugg Lc,;. thhe revolution=
ar" ;m"‘r;b or,al_gs s carnolt and vl not Le for ho mctom' oif tle
Red Ariy wiich the Stalinist Burcaucracy hac compelled to act as an
assnt os i w:u-alxs:: mll ar: onn sor 0oy t:c peopla. Instead, tho
Fourtl: International w1l ce'l upon the workerz md pecasants of the
Soviet Unio;:‘, tiose n the Red Ariy included, to ‘.u;l*a tneir rovole

viicnary Lrotheors in Poland -- Just as we ca‘J. on tl:em ® help fiNht
for the e°tab.t..' shment o) an indepencent United Sovict Ukraine -- and
to overthrow the Sitalinist bureaucracy and its reacticnary officer
corns 2t home,

5 position -- thie ornly onc campalbible with the rov oluticnary
3 ol the internuticnel jroletariat as weail as of both tho
Polis™ and Sovict masses -- docs notnecessarily Tollow tlhe abandon-
sent of the sloman of Whe dcfc,zuu ¢l do Sovu*t Union. The collanae

of the I‘:’aaco-Sovlct Pact deons truted orce more tl.e fracility and
towporariness of alliances betueen tho Sovict Tnion and ca uwll""“
statca. Tt i3 q uite posaible - cven proTable = that the Titler-3tale
ir Pact will lasht an cvern siorser time. A'l of Sial in's hones and
ruses Lo tlw contire ry, netwithsi aem.u.v.ng a change ip #is character of

The war into dircct imperialist atiael unon tho Soviet Tnion By oone

or moic gtates isx nct at all (,)foluieu. Ass J.Lng ot hs DHourgeois
countor-re volrt,lv\n, wh LCh L4 oW o the order of b“; dar in tho

Soviet Union, has 1.0t triwiized, the dcefonze of the Sovict nlon,

(')

A ageinst the Red Army. In this strusgle, tho revolutionory..,
ctoes

# (insort in storrod spgoc): both opeingt tho Reichswelhy and ~
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even uncer the rule of the bhureaucracy, will again become an immed-
iatc and paramownt task. Tn other words, jugt 2§ wars of natlonal
liveraticn can chonge into imperidlist wars and vice versa, and
imperialist warg irnto revelutisnary wars, so we cannot execlude the
possibllity of the predent imperialist wer turning into a war of
intorvention in the Soviet Unlon., The Perty camnot adopt a position
Which may result l1r new events ¢atehing 1t unavarcs and 1t gt
therefere envisage the possibility of.a radiczl change in the decis-
ive nature of the present war and in the position occunicd by the
Soviet Union. B O

It is necessary to submit these questions immediately to the dis-
cugzion of the Party membership -- mmdof the International -~ in a
sober, orderly and reSponsible manner, There 1§ no otherway of
arriving at a firm end ¢lear revolutionary positbn, thus enabling
us to digcharge the enormous responsibilities faced today by the
Fourth Tntermational, .

September 28, 1939 ‘
s Max 3hachbiman




THE U.S.3.R. IN WAR
TRk

(N,B. Literal Translatlon)

£

The qumannSoviet»Pact‘uhd the Character of the U.S8.8.R.

Is it posclble after the conelusion of the German~Sovict Pact to
conaider the U,8.8.R1. a vorkors! state? Tho naturc of thé Soviet
Stato has azailn and again arougoed dlgeussion in our midat,  Small
wonder; Wwe¢ have ‘b [ore us tho Tlrst experiment in tho workora!
state 1n history. Hevor beforc and nowhere elsc has this phenomen.
been availabls for analysise In tho guogtion of tn" gsoclal char-.
acter of tho U.8.8.R., mistakos comnonly flow, as we- haVo pfovious~
1y stated, from roeplacing the ‘historical ract by Lhu programuatic -
norm, -.Conerote fact departs from the norm, This doos not 31§n1fy,
houovor, tha + 1t hag overthrown thc norm; on tho contrary, it hasg
roaffirmod 1t, from the nogative sido. . fhc degencration of the.
firgt workdrst stato, ageortalned and c¢xplained by us, has only tho
iore graphically shown what tho workers! steto should be, what it
,¢ould and would bo under ccrialn hlstorical concitions, The contra-
~diction butwoen the conerstc feet and the norm constrains us not to
rejoct tlw norm bub, on the contrary, to fight for it by woans of
tho rovolutionary roasds Tho prozram of *bo approaching revolution
in tho U.B.8.2 is dctormingd on the ono hand by our appraisal of
tho UiS.S4R., as an objoctive historioal fact, and on tho othor hand,
by o norm of tho workora! stotes Wo do not sav. "Bverything is
lost, Wo must bogin all over againi® Wo ¢loarly indicato thoso olo-
monts of tho workers! stato vhich at the givon stapo can be sale
vamod nrosorvod and furtho¢ dovolopod i

Thosge who scok novadavs to provo that tho Sovict-Gorman poct changos
our appraisal of tho Soviot Btate takoe thoir stend, in ossonco, on
tho position of the Comintorn =« to pubt it moro corroot1V, on yosw
torday's position of tho Comintorn. According to this 10010, tho
historicnl rilssion of tho workors! stato is tho atruggle for im-~
norialist domocracy. . Thoe "botraval® of tho domocracics in favor of
fagclsn divasts tho Us8.SwR. of itg béing considoroed a vorkorg!
gtatcs In polnt of facth, the signing of tho troaty with Uitler sup-
plios only an oxtra gauzo with which to motsuro tho dosroo of de~- -
"oncratlon of tho Soviot burooucracy, and its contompt for tho in=-
fornational working clags, 1ncluding tho Comintorn, but 1t does not
vrovido any basis whabsoovo for a ro-ovaluntion of our sociologleal
anaralsﬂl of tho U.u.S R._' .. : . _

Aro_Tho Difforoncos PolmtiouT or Torminoloﬂic&l?

Lot us begln by nosing tho quostion'of tho nahuro of the Soviot
gteto not on the abstructuSOGfological plane but on tho nlane of
coneroto~volitical LasL LPu us concodo for tho momont that tho
buroaueracy is & now claus and thrt the presont romime in the
UeSeSeRe i8 o spocial swstor of olass oxplolitation., What now poli-
ticel conclusions follow for us from thoso dofinitions? Tho Fouwrth
Intornational long ago rocosnizod tho necossity of ovorthrowing tho
buroaucracs by mecans of a wrovolutionary uprlsinp of tho tollors,
Hothing clso is nroposod or can be prOposod by thosc who proclaim
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the burcaucracy to be an oxnloiting "elass." Tho goal to be attain-
od by tho ovorthrow of thoe burocaucracy is tho rocstablishment of

tho rule of tho Soviots, oxpellinn from thom the prosont bureau-
cracy. Nothing diffcrent can bo nronosed or is nroposcd by the
Loftist critics.# It is tho task of tho rogonoratod Sovicts %o
collaborato with tho world rovolution and tho building of a social-
ist socloty. The ovorthrow of the burcaucracy thorefore prosup-
posos tho preservation of stato proportv and of nlanned oconomy.
Horein is tho nub of tho whole problomn. '

Noedloss %o say, the distributlon of nproductivo forces among the
various branches of economy and gonerally fthe ontiro contont of the
plan will bo drastically chongod when thils plan is dotormined by
tho interosts not of the buroaucracy but of the hroducors them~
golvoss Butb inasmuch as tho question of ovorthrowing tho parasitic
oligarehy still romains linkod with that of prosorving tho national-
1z0d (stato) propérty, wo called the futwre révolution political.
Cortain of our critics (Clliga, Bruno, and othors) want, como what
may, to call tho fubure rovolution social. ILot us concode this
dofinition. Whot doos 1% altior in ossonce? To thoso, tasks of the
revolution wlich we have gntmoratod 1t adds nothing whatsoover.

Our critics as a rulo tuks tho fects os wo long ago cstablished
“thome Thoy add absolutoly nothing ossontial %0 the appraisal either
of tho position of the burcaucracy in Soviet soclety, the intor-
rolatlon betwoon tho bureaucracy and the toilors, or of tho role

of tho Kromlin on tho intornctional arcna. In all these sphores,
not only do thoy fail to elmllonse our analysls, but on tho con-

. trary thoy baso themsolves completoly upon 1t and oven rostrict
thomsolvos ontiroly to it. Tho solo accusation they bring against
us is that we- do not draw tho nocessary "conclusions." Upon analy-
gis 1t Purns out howovor that those oconclusions arg of a puroly
torminologlcal charactor. Our ceritles rofuse to call tho degoncr-
atod workors'! state -~ a workors! stato. Thoy domand that the |

. tetalitarian burocaucrasy bo called a ruling olass, The rovolution
againat thls burocaucracy they propose to consldor not political
but soclal. Woro we to make them thoso torminological concessions,
wo would nloco our crities in a very difficult position, inasmuch
as thoy themsolves would not know what to do wilth thoiy puroly vor-
bal viectory. - S :

Lot Us Chock Oursolvos Onco Again.

It would thoreforo ho & nlocc of monstrous nonsonse to splif with
gomrados who on the quowtion of tho soclologloal naturo of &the
UsS.8.R. MAVQ ap opinion diTToront rrom Ourd,. insorar a3 thoy soli-
aaFizo with us 1n rogaPd To Tho HOIITIcAl TAska, —But on tho othor
REnd, 1t Wonld bo BI1Indnoss on Our APt U 1@mdfe puroly thoorcti-
cal and ovon torminologloenl difforonces, bocausce in tho coursc of
furthor doyvolopmont thoy mey aeQuirc flosh and blood eand lcad to
diamotrically oppositc political conclusions, Just as a tidy houso-
wifo novor pormits an acowmmulatlon of cobwobs and garbagoe, just so
a rovolutionary partv cahnot tolorato lack of clarilty, confusion
and oquivocation. Our housc must bo kopt eloantd

e R e e

#%o rcoolloot that somo of thoso comrados who aro inelined to con-
sidor tho buroaucracy a now class, at the some tlme objJoctod stronu-
ously to tho oxclusion of tho burcaucracy from tho Soviots.
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Tot mo rocall for tho sske of Illustration, tho guostion of Therml-.
dor» For o lonz timc wo csserted thet Thormidor in the UeSeSRa
wes only being prepared but hed not yob been consumnted. Iator,
invosting tho analogy to Thoymidor with & moro prociso. and well~
doliboratod charadtor, we oamo o thv .conclusion that Thormider |
hed alroadr taken place long ugos This opén roctification of our
own mlstake did not’ introduce. the slightest consternntion in our
penks. Why? Bocauso tho ¢sscnge of tho procegses in tho Soviet.
Union was appraised idontlcally by all of us, as wo jointly studlod
dey by day the growth of rsaction. "Por us it was only a quostion
of rdndoring more prociso an historiecel anclogy, nothing morc. I
hono et sflll todey dospite tho abttomet of somo comrades “to un-
cover difforcncos on the quostlon of the NGofonso of tho UsSeS«ReY
—~7iti whlel wo shnll donl prosontly ~- wo shall succeéd by modns
of” simply vendoring our own idoas nore proclse to progorve umanimity
on tho -besis of “{ho program of. tho Fourth International.

Is 1t o Conuverous Growth or & Now Orpant

Our ‘eritics liove moro tign oheo arguof thot tho presont Soviod
burcaucracy boars very 1l¥%le rosemblince to elther tho bourgeols
or labor bureaucrscy in empltelist soclebys; that ko a fir sroater
dogroo’ than fageist burealioracy 1t reprcsents & mew &nC wuch more
poworful social formantions Thls 1s qulte corradt ond wo have
nover closed our ayus La 1%, But if wo considor tho'Sovict. '
puroaucraey a Yolnss', then wo are compellod to stato impodietely
that +:is olass doés not at cll rosemble any of thoso nronortied
olnssos known to us in tho past: our guin consequontly is nod
gronts Ve froguontly call the Sovlets: buroaucracy o cagte, undors
agoring thoroby its shutwin charactor, its arbitrery rulo, and

tho honzhtinoss of ‘the yruling stretum who consldor that “thelr
progenitovs issued from ths dlvine 1ipe of Brahme whereas tho .
popular masgos origineted from the grosser portions of his anatomy.
But even’ this definitlor does nof of course possess a strictly '

gelentific chhracters Its velntive supcriority lles in this, that
tho moko+shift chorgeber of tho torm is clear to evorvbody, since
1t would entor nobody!s mind to ldontify th@‘Moqcowuoiigarobybwith
the Hindu coste of Bpolwmins. The old sociologlcal terminology
a1d no% and ‘could not provare a nimo for a new soclal event which
15-in procesa of eveolubion {dogeneration) and whigh has not assumod
stablo forms. All of ‘us, howovor, contimue to cell ‘tho Soviet
buronucrasy & buroauertey, noi bolng unmlndful of its historigal
peculloritiesv In our opinlon tuls should suffice forthe time:
beings ’ ' ' ‘

Sciontifiorlly and politically ~- and not puroly torminolosicallyew
the quostion posos itsclf os follows: doos tho burcaucragy rob= .
rogsent o tomporary orovth on & socizl organism Or has this arowth
alroady bocomo transrorzed into on historically-indispensable
organ? " doglal excresceness can bo. the product of an Yo coidontal"”
(.04 tommorery nnd oxtraordinary)-onmoshing of historical ciroum-
atencess A socianl orzan {and such-is overy c¢lass, including an
oxplolting class) con take shape only as a rosult of.tho deeply
rootod inner needs of production itself. -If we do not answer

this question, then the e ntivre controversy will dogenorato into
storile toying with wordss . . . . |
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Eho Early Dogonoration of tho Burcauoracy. .

Tho” histerical justificotion for ovory ruling class consistod ih
this « thet tho systom of oxnloitotion it hoadod raiscd the dov-
olownniont of. the productivo forcos to o nov lovol. Boyond tho
ahpdow of a doubt, tho Soviot rogime gavo o mighty impulgo to
coonomy e But tho sowrco oi. this impulso was thoe natlonalization
of tho moans of production and tho plannod boglnnings, and by no
moans tho foeot that tho burcawerncy usurpod commond ovor tho
ogonomys On tho eontrary, burcaueratism as tho systom bocamo

tho ordt brako on the. tochnionl &nd culturel dovolonmont of tho
oopntrys This was voilod for o cortain timo by tho fact that '
Soviot ogonomy was ococupied for two dcoados vith transplanting _
anll baFimilating tho tochnology and organizetion of production. in
. advancod capitalist countrios. Tho poriod of borrowving and imite .
atlon still oould, for. bottor or for vorgo, bo agecomodatod to
burocuoratis antomatism, 1.0. tlie suffoention of all initiative
and all oroativo wrgo, But tho highor tho ogonomy roso, tho moro

- complox its roquiromonts booamo, all tho moro unboarablo boeamo =
tho obataslo of tho burccugrotic rogimo. Tho constantly sharpon-
ing ocontrodiction botwoon thom. loads to unintorvupted political
convitlalona, to systomrtie annihilition of tho nost outstanding
oradtive olomonts in cli sphoros of activity. Thusa boforo tho
buréauoracy could succood in oxudins from iteolf a “ruling class",
it ocomo into irroconsilablo contradictlon with tho domends of .
dovolopmont, Tho oxnlanation for.this is to bo found procisoly

of coonomy roouliar to itsclf and impossible without itsolf, but
is o poransitic prowth on o workors! stato, : o

Tho Oonditions for tho Omninotonge and Fall of tho, Bureaueraoy.,

Tho Soviot oliparchy possessos all tho vicoas of tho old ruling
classos but lacks thoir historiocl. mission., In tho buronverctic
dogonoration of tho Soviot Stato it. 4s not tho gonorcl laws of
modarn socloty from onpitaligm to soclalism whlgh find oxprossion,
baut a spuvelnl, oxcontional cnd bo;aparar{urofmotion of thoso lows
undor tho oonﬁitions of a backwerd rovo. tlonary country in a
ocanitnlist onvironmont. Tho socroeity in Sonsumors! goods and tho
wnlvorsal strugplo to obtnin thom gonorcto o’ pollicoman wio arrog-
etoa to himsolf tho funotion of distribution. Hosilo prosguro
fron without imposos on gho policoman the rolo of "dorbndor? of tho
oountry, ondows him with nntional authority, and pormits him
doubly to plundor tho country,

Both conditions for tho omnipotonoo of tho burcaucraocy ~ tho bock-
wardnoss of tho country and tho imsericlist onvironmont i boor, .
howewor, a tomnorarr ond transitiohal charastor ond must &ipanpoép
vith tho victory of itho world revolution, Evon bourgools ocoonome
ists Imvo onloulntod that with o plarnod esconomy L& would bo posgw
18l to . ' ralso tho notioncl incomo of Hhe Unitod Statos
ranidly to0 200 billion dollars c voar and tihs assure tho ontiro
population not only tho satisfnotion of its primory noods but
roal oomforts. On tho othor mapd, tho warld rovolution would do
avar with s$ho dangor fromuithout os tho supplomontary cauge of
buroauoratisation. Tho olimimntion of tho nood to expond an -
onormous sharo of tho national ineomo on armemonts would reiso
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cvon Lighor tho -living and culfwrcl levol of tho mossoss. ,In thoso
conditions the nood for o nolilcomen=-distributor would foll away by
itsolf. Adminilstration as a girantic cooporaotive would vory:
quickly supnlant state powor . Thoro vould be no room for a now
vulin~ elags or for o pow uXplOLth? ruglmn locuLod botweon oapr
ltalism and sociallsm. , S

And Wirt 3% tho Socilalist Rovolution Is Hob Accomglishod?"

W WA 0 kA

The disintogration of GQPiu&liSﬁ hos roochod OXsromo. 11m;ts, likc~
wlso tho d181ntoqrution of tho old ruling class. The furthor X
istonco of thia systom 1s impossiblo, " Tho productivo. forcos sust’
bo organizod in necordencs with o plane.  Bub who will accomplish -
this ask < the proletarict, or & now ruling class of “"comissars" -
politicians, edminstrotors and tochniclans? Historicdl oxnorlonco
boors wiltness, in tho opinion of cortnin rotionalizors that ono
cannot ontortaln hopo in $he prolotariat. Tho prolotariat proved
"fnocapablo" of averting %o lost imporiclist war clthough tho
netorial proroqivicitos gy o sociclist rovolution alrouav axistod
at that tinoe The sucvegdpn OL Fesgisn wftcr the wor Wero oneo.

gain the -eonsoquence of i "ineapooity" of the prolotarict to
luad conltalist-socisty ewd of the blind alley. Tho buroavcrots
ization of tno Soviot $tate was in its turn tho consoQuconce of tho
"ineavacity" ‘of fthe proléberiat itsolf to ropulato socioty through
tho-democratic mechauisms The Spenisihi rovolution was stranglod
by the Fascist and S*“li&iﬂt b ocuera clos beforo tho ver oyos of
the world proloteriat. FLonlly, last 1link in'this chain is. tho
now_ imporinlist-wer,- thu ganovurution of waick téok placo quito )
onohly, with comploto imgstonco on tho part of tho world prolotars .
lat. Iz tnis copcoption §8 adoptod, thot is, if it is acknowlodged
that the nroletaorist ddes sot hovo the forcos to accomplish tho
Soeclalist rovolutioa then tho wurgont btask of tho. atatification
of the wnroductivo. foraaa will obviously bo accompllshed by some-
hody olso. By wvhom? By 4 now buroauersa oy, which will roploce

tho docayod bourgeoisie &z ¢ now ruling class on a world soalo.

~That 15 hov tho Quostion 4s béginnins 5o bo posod by Hi:0s0 “1ofh—

1s¢8" who do not rost gontont with dobgtin; ovor LOTdS-

[ N L )

Bv thg V“"y erch,of ovaaks this quastion is nou posod very cone-
erotolys Tho sccond workd wer hog bogun. It ctbosts incontrovor -
ibly t0 tho foot thot socloty can ne longor live on thw baasis of
capitalism. Thoroby 1% subjccts tho nrolot;ript to a new and
porhaps-doecisive tost. If tlLis war provokod, as wo firmly bcliovo,
a nrolutar iap rovolutiop, 1% must anVltuOlV 1oau to the ovorthrow
of the buroauveracy ih the USSR and roponorction of Soviet donte-
rooy on-a for h;shor ooononie and owlbural bagls thoan in 1918. 1In
that ceac tho qistion og to whothor tho Stelinlst Burcoucraoy

was a "elass" or o avowth on tho workers! stcto will bo cubomat-
ically molvod, To overy singls porson it will boucomo. oloar thot.
in tho procoss oi tho- dovcloprunu of the world rovolution the.
Sovlot eroarcrucv vaa only an ;;gsodlo rolupso. )




.. . pEévo ineopnblo of holding it on
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If, however, 1t 1s cenceded thet tho proscht war will provoko not
rovolutlon but o doolinc of tho prolotordct, thon thore romains
atiothur cltornativo: the furthor decar of wonopols canitaliam, its
furthor fusion with tho stoto cnd the roplascmcat of domocracy
whoroovor 1t atill romained by a totalitaricn ros.mo. Thoe incbility
of ‘tho nroloteriat to tcko into Ats bhands the Inndership of socicty
oould aoctunlly load undor thoso conditlons %o tho growth of & now
oxploiting olass from tho Bonapartist fescis¥ burcousraocy. This
would bo, aceordins to cll indicotlons, o regime »f decline, sige
neliziny the eolipse of civilization. oo

An ‘oo lagous rosult might oocur in tho ovont thot tho nrolovariat
of’ edvineod otpltelist oountrios, having sonquorod powor, swould
4 eurrondor 1t, ao in tho USSR, to

-8, srivolopod burecucracy. Then we vould be compolled to ncknowledge
= thbt $Mo rooson for thoe buroauworatic rolopse 1l rootod not 'in the
baokrrardnoss of tho country end not in tho imporiclist environment
but in tho conpgonitel ineopaocity of tho proldtorint to booome a
"ruline oclass. Thon 1t would bo nocosscry in rotpospoct to ostoblish
thot -in 1te fundomontrl traits the proscnt USSR was the prooursor
of o now oxnloltine rosimo on an international sonle.
Wo avo dlverpgod very fop from the torminological esonMroversy ovor
tho nomonclaturo of thoe $ovict Stato. But lot our oritiocs not
proteats only by tokine #he neocessary historicel nerspoctive oan
ono provido himsclf with a corroct judgmont upon sucH a quostion asg
tho roplocosont of onc sooicl rogime by cnothor. Thoe historic ale
tornntivo, ocarrlod to the end, is as followss either the Stalin '
regimo is an -abhorront rolapse in tho nrocess of transforming boure
geols anocioty into o soclinlist soslety, or the - 8Btalin regime is
tho first stage Qf o new oxnloiting sooietye If the second proge
nosls provos %¢ be corroot, thon, of courso, thc burcaucraecy will
bocomo 2 now oxplolting oclass, ﬁowever onorous tho seoond perspeote
ive may be, if the world prolotarict should netunlly preve incanable
of'fulfilling the mission nplaced upon 1t by tho course of develope
ment, nothing else would remein except openly t0 recognizo that the
soctnlidt nrogram basod on tho.intorncl contrandictions of ac';p.‘y.mnsg
sceloty, ondod ca o Utopins It ts solfwevidont .ttt o new "minimam
progran vould be required = for the dofense of tho interests of the
slavea of tho totclitorian buvrecuoratic socieby: But are there
such lnoontrovertible or eveh impressive objective datn as would
agompel us boday to renouncé the prospsct of the socianlist revolution?

That 32 the whole question, )

Tho_Thoory of "Buroauor:stips Uollostivism's

e oe v &

Shortly aftor the cssumption of mowor by Hitlor, o Gorman "loftw
commmist"?, Hugo Urbahns, come to tho conclusion that in nlaco of
ocpitalism o now historilonl orc of "stato oonitolism' wos imnonding.
Tho first oxomplos of this rozimo ho nomed as Itcly, tho USSR, :
Gormonys ~Urbahns, hovovor, 4id not draw tho political oonolusions
of Ws thoory., Rooontly, an Itelinn "loft-comruniat?, Bruno R.,
who formorlky adhorod to tho Fowrth Intornctioncl, ccmp to tho
conolusion t}i'nﬁ “buroauoggtic 6ollo ctivim;" wgs about’ tga roplag%a o
oonitallism. (Bruno R. - In buroauecrrtisation du mondo. Poris

360 pn)e Tho ncw buroaucraocy is 4 olnss, 1ts rcintions to tho !
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tolilors is colloctivo ox xploitation, tho nrolotarians aro troansforme
od into the slavos of a totaliterian oxpioitorg. ,

Bruno R. brackcts togothor DlunhOﬂ O gL omy in thp USSR, ﬂnscism,
Notional Socinlism, and Roogevelt!s *New Deal. All those regimos
undoubtedly possess oommon éraiks, which in nhﬂ last anaiysis are
dosorminod by the sollccuirist tendeneios of cdorn oconouy. Ionin
ovon prior to the Ostoror Revolnigion fcﬁlﬂumtdd the main pcculiaru
itios of imporialisbt ceoibelilsm ag follows alg;ntic_ﬂonoont;a slon
of nroductive forsos, the hs;quuenth lA%lOn of wononoly co niuulism
with tho- atato, an organic tondoneyseward. neked dlutctorshlp og
roesult of this fusion, Tho traiis of contralization and CULlBCtiV“
jzation determine both ths politlcs of revoluilon and the nolifles
of countor-revoiutions; bu% this by no mearns signifiss -that it is -
nossiblo to oquato roveintion, Thafmiuorq’¢aqclqm, and American
Yorormisms  Bruno hos caug ght on to the fact that the uondoncieﬂ
of ¢olloctivization cssuno, as & ﬂovnl* of tho politleal proer”tion
of tho workinm class. the form of "hurcauerciic collectivism" The
phenomenon in itself is insontegiable. But where are Iiis limtus
and what is 1ts historiossl woighi? What wo aceopt as tho 6cform*ty
of a transitional period, the result of +the uneguol developiont of
multinle factors in the gecial uTuPOu59 is tikon by Bruno R, for

an indoncndont socinl formation in which tho buroauﬂwﬂcv is tho
ruling class. PRruno R, in any cose has the merit %o ssek o trans-
fer the question frow vav eharmed eirele of terminologilcal copy
bookr exercises {0 tne Liaue of major historical generallvEulons.
Thais makes it oll the eaflier o disclose his mistake.

Liko many ulbra-lofts, Brino R. Ldentifles in essence Siclinism
with Fagecism. On %the ono‘skdu tho Soviot burcaucracy hog adopntod
thoe UOL¢L1011 mec tanous of Fasclemy on the oJlnl gido uho Pagoist
burcaucreey, widch 8till co*£1nes itgeldf ©o part1\1 weasures of
gteto 1nuo“vonttun, te lcodins toutrd and will soon roach complotoe
gsgetificetion of soonoiys The Ldet vsgeviion is ubqo*auolv corrocts
But Bruno's csseriion that faselstk “anti-conisalisn’ is caﬁabtc of
arriving at uLL eﬁnwonpwa ton of tho bouwrgcosie is somyLoie Ly
orronoous. “Porginl'’ moasucos of stoto intervention and of
notionalizetion in reulity differ from vlannsa stnte economy Just
as roforms diffor from rovoluiion. Mussolinl cnd Hitlor are only
Yeoordinating® tho interests of the provorts-owners and e rule ting"
capltalist economy, aad, woreovar, rrimarily for wor puwrnoses. The
Xromlin olimarchyw 18 qomoth¢nﬂ olzo ocmain:. % hos tho onnortunity
of diroctine ecomomy ag 2 bodv on.y oying to tho fact that the.
worlking clinss of Ruasia & canu*ishca tac rroctogt ovor turn of
nroporty rolrtionus in historv, This difforonce must not bo lost

8 l&ﬂht of .

But even if wo grant that Stalianism and Fascism from opposite noles
will some day arrive ay one and the same tvpe of exploltivo socioty
fBurocacratic Colleckivism according te Eruno Rta tormihology

this still w11l nct lead humasnity out of %ic blind alley. The
crisis of thoe capibolist sysztem is pwodacsd not only by the recctw




- ionary role of private property bu* also by the no less reactlonary
role of the national staus. FEven if tho varios fasoist goveris
ments did suococeed in GhuaJ""Sh&ng a gyslsm of glernad economy a’h
- home %then, aside from Lhs, in MW Loib ran, inevivable Pevelublons
~ary movements of whs prcla%afid, vniorasect: by ary pian, Ghe

~atrugels between %tho toitaliterion states for worla domination
would be continued and evsn intensifisl, Mars would devowir The’
fruits of planned & SOnOLLY and dseteoy ths basss orf ci«iliﬂa*ion.

Bertrand Russell thinkg, 1t lg %rus, that some victorious shate
nay, as a résult of uthe wal, walfy chw entire world in a tokali~
tarlan vise. But ewven IZ such & ,vnauVealq should be realired;
which is highly douwbwiwl, nmilitawey “unifissiien’ would have ne
greater stability than tn» Versanilles ipsa<y. Natlonal upr Zsings

and, pacifications would cuminzie la a 2w worid war., whish weaid
be the grave of civiiization. Nob owr supjective wiihes bub ‘tna
objeetive reality epcaks Tor 1%, thait the only.wey oulb £ o humanity
1s the world socialist revciutlon. The alvernative to 1t 1s the

relapde into barbarisme L

Frolatariat and 1’0‘3 Ieadersh;g

et b 4

We shall very soon devofe & separate artisle Go the question of 4
the relation between the cliass amd i%s lecdership. We shall oonfine
oursalves here to Lhe mees lndizpengable Odly vulger ‘Hahxiand
who - take it that polibica 18 a mers and divect "refleshion" CL
‘economics, are ocapable of 'thinking that leadership reflischs the
class directly and simply. In reality leadership, having risen
above %hs oppressed class, inev*tably succuwby Lo the prossure of
the ruling clasa. The Jeadersh*p of the American trade-unions,

for Irstanco, "reflocus" not so mueh the proletariat, as ‘the
bourgeoxsie. The selection and education of a truly revolutionary
leadership, capable of withstanding the prossuro of the bourgeolsie,
is an ex traordinarily difficult task. The dilaloctics of the
historic nrocess expressed itsolf most brilliantly in tho fact that
the proletariat of tho mosi backward couniry, R'ussia under certain
‘historio oonditlons, has nut forward the oS & fars1nhted and
courageous ieadership. On the contrary, the 0r0¢enariat in the
country of the oldest capltalish culture, Groat Britain, hes even -
Vtoday the dullest and most servilo leadership.
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The crisls of capitalist soclety whiech assumed an open character

in July, 1914, from the very first days of the war engondorod a

sharp crisis in the prdetarian loadership. During the 25 years

that have olapsed since that timo, tho proletariat of the advanced
capitalist countries has not vot croatod a leadership that could

rige to the level of the tasks of our opochs The exporicncc of
Russia tostifies, however, that such a leadership oan be croated.
(This does not mean, of course, that it will be immune %o degeoner~
ation)s The question consoquently stands as follows: Will objective .
his%orical nccessity in the long run cut a path for itsclf in the
consclousness of the vanguard of the working class; that 1s, in the
nrocess of this war and those profound shooks which it must ongender
will a ponuine revolutionary loadorship be formed, capablc of leading
the prolotariat to the conquest of power 2 ,

Tho Fourth International has roplicd in the affirmative to this
quostion, not only through tho text of its program but also through
the very fact of its oxistence. All the various types of disillus~
ioned and friightoned yropresontatives of pscudo=Marxism procced

on _tho contrary from the assumption that the bankrupteoy of the
Toadership only "refloots" tho insapacity of tho prolotariat to
fulfill its revolutionary mission. Not all our oppononts exprdéss
this thought clearly, but all of thom ~ Ultra~Lofts, Contrists,
Anarchists, not to mention Stalinists and Social Domocrats ~ shift
tho responsibility for the defoats from thomselves to tho shoulders
of tho préleotariat., Nono of thom indilecate under .preclsely what
conditions tho proletariat will bo capable of accomplishing tho
soclalist ovorturn.

If we grant as truo that the oause of the dofeats is rootod in the
soclal qualities of tho prolotariat itsolf then tho position of
modern socloty will have to bo acknowlodged as hopeloss, Undor
conditions of decaylng capltalism the prolotariat grows neithor
numcrieally nor oculturally, Thoro aroc no grounds, thoreforo, for
hoping that 1t will sometimo riso to tho lovol of tho rovolutionary
tasks, Altogothor differently doos tho caso prosent itself to him
who has’clarifiod in his mind tho profound antagonism botweon the
organie, doop-going, lnsurmountable urge of tho toiling masses

to toar thomselves froo from tho bloody capiltalist chaos, and tho
consorvativo, patriotis, uttorly bourgools character of tho out-
lived labor loadorship, Tho choico is betwoen thoso two irrocons
cllablo concoptions., Which must we choose?

(Continued on Page 15)
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Totalitarian Dictatorship - A tonditlon of Acute Orisis And Nog

a_Stable Regime, ;

Tho October Rovolution was hot cn necident. T¢ was ferecast long
in advonce.  Evonts confirmed this foresnst. The degener@tion Goes
not refute the forecnst, bscause Marxists nover belicved that an
isolated workors! state in Russia could maintoin ibsolf indafinito-
1y. Truo onough, wo oxpected the wrecking of the Soviet dsate,
re.ther than its degeneration; to put it move correctly, wo did anot
rigidly diiforenticto between these two nussibilities.-

But thoy do not at 211l conitradict cach obther. ‘Degeneration must
inescapably end ot a cersain stape in downfall. s ..

A totelitarian rogimc, whetlier of Stalinist or Pascist tyne, by

1ts very csscnco can bo only o tomporary iLransitional rogimo. Nakod
dlotatorship in history has goncrally bsen tho product and the ,
gymptom of an especially severe socinl erisig, and not 2t 2ll of a
stablo regime. Sovorce arisis oconnot be o permanent condltion of -
soploby. A totelituriam stote is canablo of suppressing social
contraedictions during o esrtein period, but it is incanable of
porpgtuating ltsclf. The monstrous nurges in the USSR arc most
convineing tostimony of the fact thns Soviet soclety organically
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tonds toward ojlectlon of the buroaucrecy.

It 1s an cstonishing thing that Rruno R. 8008 proeciscly in tho _
Stalinist purgos proof of tho fect thot tho burcaucracy hos bocomo

& ruling class, for in his oninlon only o ruling claoss is canablo

of moasuros on s¢ Inrge a scale.¥ Ho forgots howover thot Czarism,
which was not & "olass", niso pormittod 1tsolf rathor largo-senlo
moasuros in purgos cnd mercovor prociscly in tho voriod wlén it was
noaring its doom. Symptomatic of his oncoming doath agony, by tho
gwocp and monstrous fraudulonce of his purge; Stolin testifics to
nothing 0lso -but-tho ineepaeity of the burcaucracy to transform ik
solf into a stable ruling class, o '

#) T8 "snough,” in the Wast sEetion of Wis ook, Which Gonsists of
fontastlc contradiotions, Bruno R. quite conscioualy and articulately
rofutes his own thoory of "burecucratic collsctivism' unfolded in the
first sectlon of the book and declaros that Staliniasm, Fascism, and
Nazlsm are transitory and parvcsitic formations, historical penclties
for tho impotonce of the proletariat, In other words, after hoving
gsubjoctod tho viows of tho Fourth International to the sharpeat

kinC of criticism, Bruno R. unexpectodly roturns to those vicws,

but only in ordor to launch & now sorlos of blind fumblings. Wo

80¢ no grounds for following in the foobtstons of a writer who has
obvicusly lost his balance, We arc intorcstod in those of his .
arguments by moans of wvhich he seseks %o substantiate his views that
che burccucracy 1s o closs, '




-l6-

Might wo not placc oursclves in a ludlcerous nosmblon ir wo affixod
t0 the Bonapartist oligirchy the nomonclaturce of o now ruling

.clngs just 2 fow wocws or oven & fow months nrior to its inglorious
downfall? Posln' ti:ls quostion clecarly ghould alone in owr oninlon
restroin tho comrados from terminolosicel oxporiomontetlon and overs
hosty genoralizetions.

The Orientatlon Towards World Revolution and the. Regeneration

Py ing A et ..——.—-.-'l...-» AP edl.g it IS

gi:'_j:'ne UeSs8.Re_

A gqurtor of & cuntury provoed too briof & spen for the rovolutlonory
po-aryine of the world prolotarian vanguard, end oo lonz o period
for prodorving the Sovict svstom intact in an isolatod backward
country. HMankind is now paying for this wilth & now imporinlist -
wars but the basic task of our opoeh hes not changod, for tho ainplo
roason that 1t Ins not boon solvod, A colosgal assot in tho lask
guartor of & contury and 2 pricoloss plodgo for thoe futuwro 1s
gonstitubod by the fuct thet onc of tho dctaohaonts of the world
proloterist was obhlo to domonstrete in action how the tosk must

bc dolvod, ‘ ' DR

The sccond imporiclisht war nopos the unsolvod tesk on & hidghor
hlstorleal stormo, IV tusbs anow not only tho stebility of tho
xisting rosimes but olso tho ability of thoe nrolotariat to ronlaco
thom. Tho rosulis of this tost will undoubtoldly have 2 docislvo
‘simnificeuce for our ajhmenisal of the modorn opoch as the opoeh of
proloferian rovolution, If contrary to all probabilitics tho
Octiobor Rovolution fuils dwrin: the courso of the prosond wer, or
irmodictoly thorveaftuor, to find its POthduLthﬂ in eny of tho
advencod covntrlos} Quu if, on %tho contrary, Hho prOlOtﬂ?l‘t ls
thrown bacl: avoryvhore and on oil fronts ~- thon wo ghould doubt-
lossly have to nosc the quozition of revising owr concoption of i&m
nrcsont onoch and ita drivin~ fércos. In thot ooso it would bo o
quostion not of alanping o copy«book labol on tho USSR or tho
Stnlinist aong buy of ro~cvcluuu1n~ tho world historioccl nurspoctivo
for the noxt docedea if no% conturlost Have wo ontored tho Opocb
of social rovolntion ond sociclist soclotvy, or on thu ocontrayy
tho opogh oi the doclining socicty of totoTitarLan burowucvacy?

Tho tmofold crror of schowmctists liko Imgo Urbahns ond Bruno R
consists, I rﬂt, in thot thov nrocleim this lattor rogimo os having
boon olro d* finally ;nsﬁallcd, acecondly, inthet they “doolerc it
o nrolonﬂod transatlonal stoto of Soclbt” bo twoen Ouﬂlu liari and
sociallsm. Yot it is cbsolutoly solf-ovidont thet if tho intoww
netional vrolotarint, os & roscit of tho oxporicnce of owr cntiro
opoch and the curvcnt new var nrovod inconeblo of beooming tho
nostor of socicoy, tiiag vould sirnify the foundering of a1l hono
for & socinlist rovolutior, for 1t is imvossible to oxpoct any
othor more fovorablo conditionu for it; in any casc no onc forsoocs
thom now, or is cblc to chhractorizo thom.
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Marxlsts do not have the slightost right (if disiliuvsionmont ond
fatlguo arc not consldored "rigshts") to draw tho ‘conclusion tint
tho prolotarict hos forfoitod its woevolutionary possibllitics and
must ronounce &£11 agpivotions o hogomony in on ore immedia soly
ahocd.  Twonty-fivo voars in the seolos of higtory, whon it is o
quecstion of profoundest chonges in ceonomic and cultural grstens,

wolzh losgs then an hour inm the 1ifc of man., What good is thoe
individual, wio bocouso of ompirical failuros in the coursc of oan -
hour or o day ronounccs & ol thnt he sot for himsclf on tho. basis
Of tho oxperionce and analysis of his ontire nrevious 1ifctimo? In
tho yoars of derkost Russian rcaction (1907 to 1917) we took.as our
starting point thoso rovolutionery possibilitios which werc rovealod
by the Russion prolotarist in 1905, In tho woors of world.roactiodn
wo must proccod from thoso possibilitics which the Rusgsian prolot=
ariat rovealod in 1917. The Fourth Intornsetional did not by accid~
ont call itsolf tho irorld porty of -tho -sosialist rcvoldtiche  Our Yond
ia not to be chongeds We dteor ouwr courso torerd the world -rovolute
lon & nd by virtuc of %this vory foet townrd the regenoration of the ysgp
Fovoign Policy is tho Gonginuntion of Domestic Policys  (os a worker's
. . S'b&tOo;- -
Whet do wo dofond in tho BBSR? WMot thet in which it rosomblcs tho. - .-
canitalist couvntrics bubt prociscly that in which ik diffors from .
thom, 1In Gormorny £lso we ndvocatc an uprilsing cgainst tho ruling
burcaucrdcy, but only in ordor immcdintely to ovor throw capitalist
proporty. In tho USSR tho ovorthrow of the burcoueracy is indis~
ponsable for the preservation of steto property. Only in this sonso
do wo stand for the dofonse of tho USSR, S o

Thoro is not on¢ amons us who doubts thet the Sovict worlors should .
dofond the stoto proporty, not only against the porasibism of  tho"
burcaucracy, but nlso apoinst tho tondoncics toward privato owncre
ship, for oxamplo, on the part of tho Kolkhoz eristooracy. But aftor. .
&ll, forcign nclicy 1s the continuation of nolicy &t homo. If in "
domestlc policy wo corrcletod dofonso of tho conqucsts of tho Octobor
Rovolution with irrcconcileblo strugnlo cpninst . the burcfucracy,

thon wo rust do tho same thing in foreismn policry ag woll, To be suro,
Bruno Rs proceoding from the fuoet that "burccucratic collcchiviem®
hos olresdy boon vietorious all alons tho linc assurcs us thet no

onc throatens state proporty, hocousc Hitlor (and Chamborloing) is

as muoh intorcstod, you sco, in prosorving it as Stalin. Sad to 8Oy,
Bruno Rl's cssurancoes cro frivolous. In ovont of victory itlor will
1n all probability bogin by demanding tho roburn to Gormen copitele
lsts of all the proporty oxnropriatod from thomy thon he will sceouro
a simller rostoration of property for tho English, tho Fronoch, and
tho Bolzxlana so as to reaeh an agroemont with thom at- the exponsc

of tho USSR; finelly, ho will meko Gormany tho contractor of tho

most importont stato ontorpriscs in tho USSR in tho intorcsis of tho
Gorman nilitery mechino. Right now Hitler is tho ally ond friond

of Stalln; bui should Iitlor, with tho cid of Stalin, comc out
victorious on tho Westurn Front, ho world on the morrow %urn his



arlg"

guns ngainst the USSR. Finally Chomborlain, t00, in similor cire
cumstancos would act no differently from Hibler.' = ~

Thovbeﬁggﬁg of %tho USSR and the Class Strugglo,

Mistokes on tho question of Dofense of ths USSY must froquently °
flow from an incorreci vadorssanding of “he wmetheds of “Gefense.
Dofonse of tho USSR d2ce nnt % alil mean raperochomont with tao
Keomiln buroaucracy, ikt ucceptance of its pelities. or s cop-
clliction with the politles of her allies, 1In this Quesiion, as
in all othors, vo romzin completely on the grourd of ths werld
class struggle. ‘ '

In tho tiny Fronch porindieal, Guc Falro, it was rocantly statod
that Inasmuch as tho "Trotskyiios™ T¥e Aofeatlesa in rolntion to
Francc and Englapd - thoy arvo thawefore dofoatishs ciso in -
rolation to tho TISKH., Ix othor wards: If you wanb to defend the
USSR you must stop boing defeabists in relation to her imperialist
allies. Quo Fuiro caliulotod that tho "domoorcsios" would bo tho
allies of tho UYSR. W4 those sages will say now we don't know.
But that 1s hardly imporsani, for fthoip vory mothod lg rotton. To
ronounce dofoatism in re.iction to that impericlish camps %o which
tho USSR adhoros fodey or mishi adhore Somorrow is to pushk the
workors of the onomy camp to the side of their goverrmmont; it

moans to ronounce defentlsa in genaral. Tho repunsiation of defentw
ism undor tho cornditiocns of imporialist wor which ls tantemouat to
tho rejectlon of the soelalist revelution - rejecwion of reyciution
in tho name of "dofsnge of ithe USSR" ~w» would sentence the USSR
to-fihal decomposition and doom.

‘"Defonse gf tho USSRY, cs intorpretod by the Comintern, liko yesw=
terdayls gstruggle agdinst.gasc sm” ls buseg on renunciation ?

independent class polities. The proietariat is tronsCormed -« for
variolls roasons in varving circumstonces, bub always and invariablyie
into an auxiliary forse of one bourgoois camp against another. In
controdistinetion to this, some of our comrades says Since we do”
not want to bocome tools of Stalin and his ollics wo therefore 1o
nounco tho dofonsc of btho U3SR. Buk by this °° - they only demon~
strato thot their undersianding of "defonse" coincides essentially
with tho undorstanding of tho opportunistas; thoy dc hot think in
torms of tho indopoudony poistios of the proletoriat. As a motter
of ract, wo dofond £ho USSR sa we Aefend tho colonies, as we solve
all our probloms, not by supnorting soms imperinlist govornments
‘against others, but by tho method of international cleas struggle
in the colonies as well as in the motropoliitan centers.

Wo aro not o governmont porty; wo aro the parity of irroconcilablo

opposition, not only in oagitalist countrios bubt also in %hg U.S.8.R.
tegks, among thom tho "dofonso of tho U,8.8.R. we r izo. not

gggough ¥ho modtum o béurgoogs 2OvCrNmonts 'and nét’oven  LARSUSh

the govornmont of tho UsS.8,R., but oxcluaivoly through tho cduca-

tion of tho massos through aglitction, through cxnlaininz to the

workors what thoy should dofond and what thoy should overthrow.

Such a "dofonso" ctnnot pgivo immodicto miraculous rosults. But wo




dc not even protond t0 be miracls workorss As things stand, wo arc
e rovolutionary minoritv., Our work must he divcotod go thne tho
workers on whom we hove influcnce shouid corvontly approisc C¢oks,
not pormit thomsclves to bo. eausht wavarcs, and proners 5o pon.
cral sonbtimont of thoir own cless for tho revolutionory soluliion of
the tasks confronting va,

The defense of $hoe U.S.S.R. coincidos For us with the rroncragion of
vorld rovolution, Only %thoso mcthods arc pormissiblo. whichr do ank
conflict with tho intcrosts of the rovolubtlon. The Gcfones 97 640
UsSeSeRe 18 rolotod to the world sociallst rovolubtion as & tacgionl
task is rclated to a stratogic ono.. A tactic is subordinctcd to

a stratogic goal and in no cosc can it bo in contradiction to 1i%.

Tho Quostion of Occupiod Territorios -

As thoso lincs arc written tho question of the fatd of tho torri-
torlos occupicd by tho Red Arwmy is still not cloar. Tho tele-
granhic dispatches aro conrtradlictory, sineo poth sideos lic a aroat
doal; but tho actusl roleflonships on tho seone aro still vndoubhod-
ly oxtremely indetormindfw. A cortein scchtion of tho occupicd
torritorics will doubtlogaly bocomo part of the U.S.S.R.  In what
form? Lot us for & pomoat concolvo that ir accordanco with tho
troaty with Hitlor, the Moscow govornmont.looves wuntouvchod tho
rights of privato property in the occupiod arcas and limits itsclf.
to “control" after tlc fagelst pattorns. Such & concossion would
have a docp-going arincipled character and could bocome Lho sharé-
ing point for a now chanter in the Soviot rogimc and conscquontly -
for o now ovaluntion on our part of tho naturc of tho Soviot stato.

Howovor, it i1s morc probablo thet in the torritorics selwdulod o
bocomo a part of tho U.3.8.R. tho Moscow governmont will carry
through tho oxpropriation of the largo land ovhors dnd stetilv tho
mocns of production. This varlant is most probablc, -no% bocouso

the burotucracy romeing truoe Lo the sociogllat program but bocouso

1t noithor dosiros ncy is oblo to sharc the nowor, and tho privi-
loges conhcetod with it, with tho old ruling elassos in tho occupled
torritory. Horo an analogy prosonts itsolf. Tho Tirst Bonaport
haltod tho rovoluti on by moans of & military dictatorship, How-
ovor, whon tho Fronch troops invadod Polend, Napolcon sigrod o
docroo: "Sorfdom is cbolishod." This moasurc was dictatod not by
Nopoloon's sympethics for tho poasants and not by demoerotic
principlos, but rathor by the fact that tho Bonapartist dictatopship
bascd itsclf not on foudel, but on bourgcols proporty relations,
“masmuch o8 Stalints Boncpartist dictatorship bascs itsolf not on
privoto, but on stato proporty, the invesion of Polend by the Rod
Aray shonld, in the nadwre of tho caso, rosult in the liguidation of
privato caritalist proporty, so ns to brirg in this. mannor tho ro-
2ime of the occupled torritorics into accord with the regime of %tho
Ur".S.R. :

.Thls moasurc, rovolutionary in charactor =-- "tho oXpropriation of
tho oxpropriators" -~ is in this caso rotlized in £ military-
burcaucratic fashion., Tho appoal to indepondent ccetivity on the
part of the massos in tho now torritorics ~- and without this
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appoal, oxtromoly cautious ns 4% mey bo, it is impossible to con~
stitvto o now rogimo ~= will on ﬁhL morrow undoubtodly bo suppros-
aod by ruthlcss nolice motsuvrcs in ordor to cssurc the propondor -
anco of tho burctucraey over the awalonod revolutionory meaoscs.
Miis is onov sido of tht mabttor. But thors is algo anobhor sido.
In ordor to moke posgiblo The occupaition of Polend by moena of ¢
military allicneo with Hitlor, the Kromlin for o lonz timo docoived
and continuos to dAocoive the mosscs in the UeS«3R. 2nd . in the
wholo world, and has thercby brourht cbout tho complete disory an13ﬂ~
tion of tho ranks of its owh Comintorn. Tho princry nolltical
oritorion for ws isg not tiw trensforaaticn cof nrono*tv relotlona

in this or cpnothur scoction of tho torritory, no motior hov.importu
ant thoso muy be by themsolves, hub rathey tho chengo in tho ™
consoiousncss and tho oreanization of tho wvorld nrolotaritb tho
yolsing of 1ts capocity for dovending old conquosis and "ocomnlishy
ing now onos. From .18 ono, and tho onlr doocisivo, standpoint

tho politlos of Hoscow, takon as o wholo, prosorve complioly tholr
roactlonary echarcotor and romain the cniof obstncle on the road

£o the world rovolution,

Our genoral annrvlshl of tho Kror:lin &nd the Comintorn doos not,
howover, EItcr the partiouler foct thot the statification of
pyoport* Th i occlinlecd torritorios is in 1tsclf o progrossive
measuros It is nocossory Lo rocogaize this oponly. Wore Hitlor

on tho norrow to throw his ernlos agninst the East in order %o
roeatoro "lew and order" in Bastorn Polond, tho adencod workers
would Gofond wurcinst Filtler thosc now forms of proporty Ostdhllshcd
by the Bonanartist Sovied burconeroncy.

ﬂt Do Not Chango Owr Coursol
Tho stotirleation of the mocns of nroduction is, a8 ve stutod
cbovo o progrosslivo noasurc. Dubt 1ts nroggosszcnoqs is rclotivo,
1ts spoocific woight doponds on the sumw~total of all tho othor
feotors, Thus, wo uust first and Toromost ostoblish thot tho
oxtonsion of thc torritory dominctod bv burocaucra tic autoeracy
cnd parasltism, clocled by "soclclist measurcs, con augmont the
nrostige of tho Kromling ongondor illusions concerning tho nossib-
111ty of renlocinz tlo Brolotarian rovolution br burc sauere tic A N
ouvers ané 8o on. This cvil by fer outwoishs tho nrogressive
contunt of Stelinist vrsforms in Poland. In ordor tlet nttionalizod
pronerty in the occuricd aroas, ¢s well as in the USSR, becomo a
boais for conuiroly prosrossive, thot L8 to sy socialist dovelopw
mont, 1t is nosocssayy to overtlrow the loscow burocueracy. Our
pronrcm roteins, conBOQuontlw, all its velidivy. The ovcnts did nok%
satoh us uwnowaro. It 1s nccosscry ouly to interprot thow corrcetly.
It is ncoessory to undoratend clogrir thet shirp contradictions arc
conte.inod in tho cheractor of tho USSR cna in hor intornntional -~
position. It 13 inmpossible to frec oncmolf from thuso contradict
logs with the holn of " tormlnologlenl sloightwofehand (“Workdrs Siate®
fot Workors Statc'.) Wo mmst tnke tho facts as thoy orc.




Wo must build our policy by taking as our starting noint tho
roal rclations and contradictions. : )

Wo do not ontrust -thoe Kromlin with any historical mission. Wo
worc and romain cgainst solzuros of now torritorios by tho Kromline
Wo oro for the indopondonce of Soviet Ukraino, ohd if tho Byolo
Russlons thomsolves wish « of Sovict Byclo Ruasia.. At tho samo
time in tho 'soctlons of Poland occuplod by tho Rod Arny, partisans
of tho Fourth Intornational must play tho most docisivo part in
oxpropriating the landlerds ond copliolists, in dividing the lend
arong tho poasants, in ereeting Soviots and Workors! Commititoos, .
otos Whilc so doing, they must prosorvo their po}ltioal indopond~
onco, thoy must fight during cloctlons to the Sovicts and fectory
comaittoos for tho completo indopondonco of tho lattor from tho
buroaucracy, and thoy nust conduct rovolubionary propaganda in tho
spirlt of distrust towcyds the Kromlin and its locol agoncioss

But lot uSvSﬁﬁpOSO‘thﬂt Elalor twns his wnapons'againstltho East
oand invedos torritorics egsiplod bg tho Rod Army. Undor thoso
gonddtions,,vavtisgns of ¥ Fourth Intornational, withoub changing
in anytwaghfﬁgir gttit ?g'gﬁward thn,Kro%l%giﬁligarchyﬁ will ad~

- vaneo -to ; forofront ¢§ %he nost uwrgon sk of {hg hour, tho .
nilitary rosistonco ago 3@t Hitlor. %ho workers wk?l'aay,’QWo s
canngt-oodo to Hitlor 4l ovoerthrowing of Staling that is our own
task" . During‘thn miliiey strugglo against Hitlor tho Yovolutlonw
ory yorkors willl strive &o ontor "into fhe closost possiblo com~ .-
radoly rolations with thg yenk and filo fishtors of tho Rod"Army.

Whilo arms in hend thoy $eal blows to Hitlor, tho BolshovikeIoniniats.
will oy the same tinc cokfluct rovolutionary propaganda agoinst Stalin
proparing his overthrov #% tho noxt and porlhaps very noar stago.

4

This kind of "dofonso of #ho USSR' will mtupally diffor, o a
doos from carth, from bho Officinl Gafondo Mhioh ia mew Bolpg onVoR

conduotod undor tho slogan: "For tho Fathorlandl Fop Stalin{" Out
dofonso of tho USSR is cdrricd on undor the slogan: "For Socialisgi

or tho wopld rgvolution! Agninst Stalini® In ordor thot thoso
gwo variotioa °§ "Dafenso of the USSRY do not beeowmo confusod in

tho conseciousnoss of thy wnasos it ig nocossary %o know cloarly and
proolscly how to formulato slogans which corrospond to the coneroto
slturtlon. Bub cbove oll 4% i3 nocossary %o osteblish cloarly just
whot wo arc dofconding, juat how wo arc dofeonding it, against whom
wo coro dofending 1te Cuy slogons will oroato confusion cmong tho
masgsos only if we oursolwss do not havo o clear concoption of our
tasks,.

Lonelusion:

W Invo no rocsons whatsegver ot the progont timo for chonging
ouwr principled nosition in rolotion 0 tho USSR, )
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War aoccolorates tho various polltical processes. It moy cgceler=
ate the process of the revolutionary regenoration of the USSR,
'But 1t may also accolorcte ths process of 1ks £inal degenernation.
For this »ocson it is indisponscble that we follow, painstakingly
and without projuwdioco thoso modifleatlons whioh war iIntroduces
into tho intorncl life of ths USSR so that we may zivae Qurselves
a timely @ccounting of thom., ‘ -

Our tosks in tho ocoupled torritorics romein basically ‘the same
&8 in the USSR itself; but inasrzmch os tzm'are posed by eévents

in an extromely sharp form, théy ehable u8 all thé bhetter to
elarify our gensrcl tasks in relation to tiw USSR, i
A - ‘

Wo mmst forrmulrte owr slogens in such o Wiy that the workersg

Bge clearly just what we are defending in tho U38R, (atoto property
and plonned economy), and against whon we ore condyoting a rukhw
kesa strugzle (ths parasitic bureauercoy and their -Comintorn},

Wo rmust not lose sisht for o single momant of the faot. that the
Quostlon of everthrowing'ths Sovict hwfeauoraoy is for us subordine
atc to the question of werfforving sto to “aroperty tn the wct g of
productlion of the USSR; slet the question. of preacrviig steto - -
preperty in the means ef production in the USSR. iﬁfsg&ﬁ;ﬁ&&n{‘;m fop
us to the question of tha world proletoricn revolution.

Troteky

&ﬁ.ntember 25 ¥ 1959,
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by JsR,- Johnson

1o The Use of the Term State

By state in this document is meant the government of a country,
bureaucracy, parlidment, army, prisons, police, etc.

2 2?9 bureaucratioc Regime '
QFQr the purposes of this dixrussion we accept:
(&) The bureaucracy as a caste and not a class,
(b) The bureaucratic regime as transitional.

(c) Sdviet economy as progressive and therefore to be defended
~agalinst Imperialism,

S5e Unconditional Defense against Imperialist Attack

The policy of the Fourth International calls for unconditional
defense of the U.S.S.R. against impewialist attacke By this, we mean
taking all nossible steps to ensure the victory of the Red Army 'in
the field (military sabotage, esplonage, etce); material sunplies’ to
the Soviet Government; and propaganda and agitation on its behalf,

This policy is seen in its most clearly defined form in a war
between a revolutionary State on the one side and one or morse imperial-
isms on the others The revolutionary workers in any country, imper-
ialist or colonial, without hesitation assist the Red Army even to a
military occupation of new territory, for every victory of the Red
Army is a victory of the revolution. This is demcnstrated to the
workers and neasants by the declarations of the revolutionary govern-
ment; more concretely, by the arming of the workers and peasaats by
the Red Army, and the close liaison between the commanding staff of
the Red Army and the revolutionary forces in the occupled country.
Such is a revolutionary policy in collaboration with an army such as
the Red Armv which marched into Georgia or into Poland under the

directlon of the government of Lenin and the revolutionary Communist
International. ’ ‘

. w e s ewe oo

If thoe revolutiomary state is allied to a capitalist state, the
collaboration of the revolutionary army and the revolutionary forces ~
of a capitalist country at once nresent certain tactical difficulties.,
For example, the revolutionaries in a state like Czechoslovakia, allied
to the USSR,would have had to insure the victory of the Red Army and
at the same time nrepare the political defeat of their own capitalist
masters, ineluding the undermining of army morale. The revolutionar-
les in an onposing German army had to work for the victory of the Red
Army even while the Red Army worked in close collaboration with the
Czechoslovakian capitalist army both perhaps dirccted by a canitalist
generalissimo. This complication would naturally nlace a heavy strain

on the initiative, coordination, and revolutionary clarity of the
international revolutionary movement, the Red Army commanders ineluded.
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Tactical compromises would be demanded. of the revolutionary ifovocc,
compromises which might lead "to the terimorary disordentatlon of L ho
revolutionary movement in the capitalist coungries involved. DBut
these tactiocal dangers would be subordinate to and could be cvercome
by the dominant strategic fact that the victory of the Red Army wes
the victory of the international proletariat, thoe sistory of the army -
of liberation. The Lenin State, the Lenin Red Army, the Communist
International under Lehin, were 81l agents of ‘the revolution, and
the victory of swch a:Red Army was the.vietory of the most powerful.
instrument of the revolution in the given circumstances. Through
its victory the road of the socialist revolution was opened wider, . .
éeSOltgtgoéﬁcident suscesses of any bourgeois aymy operating in alli-
ance wi 1T : o e T ' o

5« The circumstamces have changed

Today we have a fundamontally different situation. In Russia
rules a counter-revolutionary government, directing & counter-revolu-
tionary army. This army has been purged and repurged and created in
the image of the bureatcracy. The red of the Red dgs#y has heen
drained away by Stalin, ’

| The problems arising Ifrom this situation have been posed
sharply, first by the request of Mqgcow to be allowed to. 'guarantee"
the Baltic states as a condition of &n alliance with Britain and
France; secondly, by the war; and, thirdly, by the Hitler=3talin par-
titlon of Poland and the oceupation of Esthonia. It is no reply to
these wroblems to reiterate: collectiviged economy @8 workgars1 state =
unconditional defense of tho USSR apainst imnerialisms Also all argu-
ments as to why a change now and not before are irrelevant. To the
Stalinist mobile "The c%rcumst&nces have changed” some of us now
%§%€tgf:3%§?o§c1t8€%%eno¥h%1§%ﬁf§m§t%%i?%i?%Yes?%ﬁa%?%H%ednacegh%ﬁth--
Ienin's rapid change in April 1917, the 0ld Bolsheviks could only
repeat that the Party had made its decisions and now Lenin wanted to
change theme And it is particularly important to note that the revo-
lution had been in progress many weoks before Lenin finally changed
his mind. According to Comrade Trotsky he did so-on the last ztages
of the .journcy from Switzerland, between Finland and Petrogred.

Collecetive economy = workers! stato is an abstract formulai
and in a complicated 'situation abstract formulae oan mislead as wel
ana eclucidate. We have to judme the situation as a whole.

It has been, vointed out beiore that {rom October }917 to July
1910 The Sovie: Government was a- workers! state on the ba31s‘of a
capitalist cconomy. Yet no onc cver questioned 1ts unconditional do=-

fense.

e sunnorted the Mesrin. governnent asainst Francoe. Bub in an
imperialist war in which the Iesrin povernment rad allied :»tself wigh
Britain and srance and was collaborating with thelr armiles, wWC wou.t
have changed our nolicy from critical supnort of Nesrin to’revolution

arv defeatism. ’

In all ‘thesec changing ¢ircuusitanges we orilent our e%ves v
onc guiding. line, the mobilization of the inbternational nrolc arlag
for the nroletarian revolution a~ainst imperialism apnd the mobiliza-
tion of the celonial veonles Tar. the warg of n§t19nal 1ngopendog$ei,
For us the decisive question is the devolopment oi all ti.c possiblli-
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ties orf the world socialis? revclution. ALl other considerations arc
suhordinate.

6. How does the peneral claracter of the nrescnt
_..war affect our policy of wnconditional defcnse?

A policy is tested in its concrete annlication. e cannot
protend to have an answer for overy problem. The war will prosent us
with many which we cannot now foresee. But it is a poor defecnsc of
any nolicy to refuse to consider svecific cascés on the ground that a
polify cannot be expected to cover every caso, :

s

K ! j > * y 2
N Iot us test our present noliey in concrete circumstancos.

(Y The Soviet Ufion will shg;ﬁly havce an army of occupation
in Estonia. Tho Estonihgéarmy is pl@dged?@y treaty to fight with the
Rod Army in case of invadion by a foreign'power through Iatvia. If
Britain does feak into the Baltis and launches an attack on Gormany
and Russia, whkt must thc poliey of the revolutlonarv forcos Lr: Zg=
tonia be--inct yords, what 1s the poliey of the Fourth Imternational?
At orescnt it isWih verything possible for the victorv/o” the hed
Army, (b) all naterial gdd to tho_Sovigt Union, (¢) at the sa.c time
nrcpare for the victorvW 1c Estonilan bourfeoisie. The Zatonian

r tl
worliing class, on Lehall dsghe colloehfdized occonoyy of tio USSD, i
beilngs asked t0 sunnort wiin A T

1ts mlf 1 anga s 0ocumation add Ho
zive all aid to a ~overnment wiilch &g7a resu WOl The viotory will (2)
sovictize" fHstonia and malie the Hstonians as imnotent as the worlkors
and peasants of Russia, (b) meintein the arms of occupation, i.c., the
armed counter-revolution, or (e) hand Estecnia or part of it over to
imnerialism at any stage in the proccecdings that maw scom coavenicnte
In other words, we arec aslring them coner»etely to use_cvery efiort %o

install thomsolves in the priscn of {hu counter=rcevolutioir.

, Sinilar situations will prosont themselves | cyers borde
state of the USSR, and furthor afieid accordin toO Ho_¥optunos or
war, By our policy we arc committed %o wrging the revoluvionary ety
letariat, on the bhattleficld snd off it, to assist in the victory of

thc Red frny, lse., reduce itseli to tho condition of the Ruscian vro-
lotariat, as e Polish Ukrainians ars now roduced, and to soud material
aid to the Sovict Union, i.o., to scnd material that will pe usod indig-
crlnlnatoly‘by the USSR and Gérmany, for the pursuance of "a~crgssive
inperialist" aims and tho merciloss crushins of any proletarian revolu~
TL1ON e

. 42 0ith tho Jicd Arnuy of Leuin our poligy is rovolutionarw social-
ism, Wit: the Red Army of Stalin it is revolbtionary suicidc. itor
every cixtonsion of Stalin's nower, whether in the form of collectivizod
aconomy or simnle occunation, is a blow at the world rcevolutionu,

An alliancc may woll develop botween Japan, the Sovict Union,
Jormany, anc ltaly for the plunder of the British and Frcneh cmnires
and the domination of the Balkans, the Daltic states, and Chinae Vie
are asking the proletariat tc assist the TNed Army, which will) function
an an indistinsuishablce component of this bloec. WYe sive all nossible
scsistance o the Stalinist burocaucracy and the.Stalinist army"from
vindivostock to Lisbon, in ordﬂr to prcnahaStglln's gvcryh; y as 'goon
az possaible in thic next stage. Italian fagcists and Rritislh revolu=~
ticnarios sail up the Dardanclles side by side carryving waterial aid
o the Soviet burcaucraey, whe use it to ci:itend the counter-rcvolution-
arv rocime in Rumania and to help Germany on the wostorn fropt. A11
this to nroparc for tho next stage. And what is thiis next stame? TIn
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the "Case of Leon Trotsky", page 287, Trotsky ~ives us some
indieation, "Then, at a good moment, when victory is assured, I would
say, 'Now we must finish with the burcaucracy.!" So that in practice
the whole strategy of the world proletarian revolutlion, in a war
in which the Soviet Army is mercly one counter-rcvolutionary section
of a counter-revolutionary bloe, is subordinated to tiw necessity of
giving aid to the counter-revolutionary Stalinist bureaucracy and
working for the victory of the counter-revoluvtionary Red Army. How
does this square with Comrade Prothic-'sstatement in his most recent
document that "the question 'of the safekoceping of the state proverty
in the means of production in the USSR is subordinate for us to tho
guestion of the international vroletarian revolution"? How does it
square with this statoment in the same document{

"The most important political criterion for us is not the trans-
formationa of property in any respective territory, serious as thoy
may be by themselves, but the ehanges in the consciousness and the or-
sanization of the world proletariat, the raising (or lowerihg) of its
capacity for defending old conquests and attainlng néw onas. I'rom
this one decisive point of view the poliey of Mosoewg’ tdkcn in the
whole, completely preserves its reactionary charagter and rermains the
basic obstacle on the road to the internationg%?‘évolution.“

For us too tho¥'raWging (or'.lowering) of its capacity for
defonding old conquests and attaining new ones is decisive" for the
proletariat. For us too the defense of the collectiviecd cconomy is
a tactice The international proletarian revolution, sole possibililty
for Russials regeneration, is the basic tasks And until the rovolu-
tion is rogenerated in Russia, to work for the victory of the Red Army
in a war of the vresent tvpe means not to raise but to lower and ul-
timately to crush into the Aust the rcvolutionary consclousness and
organization of the nroletarlat. For us the main question is assisting
the passibilitics of revolutlonary developmente. With the victory of
the Red Army and the GFU you desiroy them.

There are two contradictory tendencies in the particination of
the Stalinist army and the Stalinist burcaucracy in this war. 1In one
sonse tho victory of the Red Army is progressive in that it defends
the collcetivized economys. But in another and very conerctc conse
its victory is a deadly wmenace to the proletarian rcvolution, And
the general character of this war, the nature of the Soviet government,
of the Soviect army, and the character of their participatlior in tho war,
impose upon the proletariat the nccessity of an unrenitting struggle
against the couhter-revolution in all its conercte forms, the Red Arnmy
includod.

The Red Army 1s a counter-revolutionary érmy. It las rcvolu-
tionary possibilities. But so has Hitler's army. G.FP.Us teachera and
Stalinist text~books are now the eduvcators of the Stalinist Army. The
men of October and the horoes of the Civil War today are only bones.
Ve cannot basc the strategy of the world proletariat on the ghosts of
the October rovolution. It 18 the Stalinist Army that gocs to war and
not the ecollectivized cconomys In this war the progrcssive asneet of
tho vietory of the Rod Army will be cntirely overshadowed by the rolc
it has alrcady begun to nlay and will nlay with incrcasingly devasta-
ting cffcct as the war develops.

"o must construct a policy whioh takes its point of departure
from the rcal relations and contradictions." 8o says Comracde Tnobsky.
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We agrcos But such a poliey can only be that in a war or the 1-ind o
facc, wo do not subordinate thc nrolotariat wherover the Rod Army
mects it, to a poliey ol sclf-dostruction. We call unon it to onposo
the ocountor-rovolution, the Rod Army included, and such a noliey do~-
mands the unity in revolutionary dofcatism of the intornational npo-
letariat, the Russian proleotariat ineluded.

This conelusion is in no way subjoct to tho tyne of imnecrialisnm,
"demoeratic" or fascist allicd to tho U.S,S.Re, and 1% is rcprottable
to have to snend time on such an intorprotation. We ean talc a hypo-
thetieal casc which will finally oxvnoso tho insolublo contradictions
of "noonditional dofonso of the USSR ageinst imnorialist attaock" in
a mired war of tho nresont kind, .

éu posc the Soviet Union allicd to Britain and a joint S ovict
and British cxpedition is ovcrating in tho East against Gorman and
Turkish trodps. A domocratic rovolution broaks out in India. Vo
supvort this wholchcartedly. Indian nrincca, British troops and
Stalin's Cossack divisions arc divorted to tho crughing of this rcvo-
lution. (Who %hinks that the Stalinist rogimo will not tako any noccs=
sary nart in sueh a oountor=rovolutionary vonturo docs not undorstand
the Stalinist regimo.,) Just so long as a docisive German forgo docs
not land in Indian tcrritory, wo continuo to sunvort the Indian revo-
lution. But do we ask Indjen sailors to carry matorial aid to the
Sovict Union for the unconditional dofenso of tho @golloctivizced ceon-
my, to strongthen tho Sovict Stete in its strupglc against imperial ism,
~whllo at the samo time they fight agoinat Stalin's countor-revolutionary
army In Indin? Rovolutionarics can rive materinl aid to o Hemrin
government earrying on a eamnalrmn amsainst o Franco despite Noprin's
versceution of rovolutionarics, Bub how ean wo ask revolutionarics
to give sunnort to a movormmont whose troops arc ocurrying on a military
cammalon apgainst tho rovolution to sunport the Red Armyv allicd with
I'raneo? Must the Indian revolutionarios carry material aid to help
Stelin against a Japancse atiéack and at the sanc time strussle asainst
5trlin'g cossacks orushing thoir roevolution? A lot of fime and
trouble would be saved by a spot-transaetion, by meroly handing over
the material aid to the Red Apmy in front of thome

Do we refrain from asking Indian sailors to carry notoerial aid
to the Sovict Union but ask the Americen proletariat and Amcriean
aailors to brook o strike in order to scnd the samo alild to Stalin?

The vory question shows the incseanable confusion wvhich is thrown into
the working class by sueh recsoning as colleetivizced ceonomy & yorkorsg!
stato ®» unconditional dofenso agningt impericlism. With a bwoaucrac
Like tho Stalinist burcauveraer and an army like the Stalinist Red Army
nerticinating in an imverialist war by impcrialist metheds and with
iroerialist aimg, wo must follow Corrade LeT,'s advice to toke tho
situation "in the whole", We must rocognize thnt any assistance tho
wordd nroletariat, including the Lusslan, zives to the Red Lrmy and

re the burctucracy, is impoding and not assisting the world nrolctar-
en rovolution. The »nroletarint is being csked to nlaco iisclf in
cagn to a hroker who nernita of no rcdemntion,

"+ When woe ean defond the Sovict Union
ey - W e ¥ St e " B e @ s e B h - et g

In a struggle botween tho isolatod Sovict Stato and Laneric lian,
the counter-revolutionary character of tho Stalin stato and the Stalin
crmy arc ovoerwholmingly outweighed by its nrogressive character in
cof'cnsc of the colleetivizod ceonomys Should such a strussle develop
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in any stagc of tho imporialist war, then the rovolutionary intorna s
tional, viewing tho situation "taken in tho wholo®, would swmmon tho
workors to the defense of the collectivized economys In such a casc
we assist the possibilitios of development of tho world prolctarian
revolution, which in the last analysis is the only defcnse of tho
Sovict Union. : :

8. From tho above it follows that tho polioy of unconditional dcfense
of tho collootivized cconomy ageinst imperialist attack is no longer
tenables Circumstances havo alroady arison whish show that this policy
of dofonding tho collectivized economy:oan be & brake on the rovolus
tionary dovclopmont of the prolotariat, It must thorefore bc sub~
Jected to modification according to the prodominating character of any
war in which tho Soviet Union is ongaged, and tho nature of Sowvict
varticipation.In this prosont war at tho prosont stage we oall for a
policy of -dcfoatism against both camps of Imporialist partitioners,
Sovict Russia ineluded, ‘ A

Note: At the narty oonvention in July Comrado Johnson spoke as
follows: DNcgotiatlons wore going on botweon the Soviot Union and
Britain and Franece Stalin was demianding tho right to “guarantce"
tho Baltle countries against othorss The naturo of this "guarantoo"
raiscd quostions of gyoat importance for our ostimate of the Soviet
Union and our praoticgi polliey -in the coming war. Johnson asked tho
NeCe to ponsider a discussion on this important quostion. Comrado
~Carter spoke in a similar strain. Not only from the argumonts, therew-
fore, but also from the cyidonoco it is cloar that the Hitlor-Stalin
pact and tho var did not "stampedo" those opposing the party polioy,
and do not reprosont the pressurc of bourgeois publie opinion on -
ocrtain scetions of tho party, ote. ctes
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SHALL WE REVISE THE SLOGAN OF UNCONDITIONAL DEFENSE

bandh A RN 4 L 2 e R E YT 0 rw

By Albert Goldman

If Comrado Shachtman's vrosolution presonted beforo tho last plonum

hns any roal value, it is Qnly in so far as it proposcs a discussion

in tho party for tﬂo "poso of having tho party dotormine whothor

or not a rovision shpgld bo made In tho policy of uneonditional defonso
of tho Sovict Unioni -

It is porfoctly legitimato for any comrado or group of oomrados t6
attempt o rovision of that policy. Tho National Committoo howovor,
and the party itsolf dro under an obligation to domand a cioar prosche
tatlon of tho problem, to require of tho proponcnts of rovision a
cloar andjguccinet statomont of what thoy want to rovise and oxactly
what 1s tho giew policy and tho new formulation proposocd.

Otherwiso a discussion in theo party will inovitably dogonorate into a
futilo argumont on what moanings wo gave to tho slogan of unconditional
dofenso in tho past and what will bo tho moaning thot we shall possibly
or probably give to that slogan in thoe future. \

Tho resolution statos: "Tho bittor roalitios of tho rocont ovonts,
most varticularly of tho ovents in Poland, diotato a rovision of otr
provious ooncopt of tho 'unconditional defonsoc of €ho Sovioet Union.!
As undorstood by our movomont, thls concept moant not only that wo
call for tho defonso of the Sovict Union oven if 1t 1s dirccted by

the Stalinist burcaucracy, but also that we support tho Rod Army in
any military strugglo in which it ongagos, that we are for 1ta victory
undéﬁ all ciroumstances, bo it o so-callod 'defonsive! op taggrossivo!
war.

In a sonse this statomont is the koy statoment of the rosolution bo-
cause 1t constitutos the fundamental promiso upon which thé domand for
& rovision of our slogan of unconditional dofonso is based., It as~
sumos that tho slogan was usod to includo even o defonsc of tho Sovict
Union (or, as tho proponents of tho rosolution would mavo it, of the
Red Army) ovon if that army woro ongaged in orushing a rovolutionary
movomont ¢

It would undoubtodly bo intorosting to go through all of owr party
dooumonts’'and articlos of loading comrados, publishod within the last
fow yoars, in ordor to ascertain tho oxgot moaninﬁ givon to the
vhrase "unconditional defonso of tho Soviet Union" ovorytime it was
usods This of courac would be a task of quostlonablc valuoc because
aftor suoh an cxamination wo would still be arguing whethor tho slogan
was used 1ln ono scnso or anothor.

~Among tho many things that Marxism toaches is the prineiple that cvory
polioy and ovory slogan must bo Judged 1In the light of tho circum~
stanccs undor which it was proposed or usods It is as cortain as any-
thing can be that whon wo discussed and adopted tho poliovy ombodiod

in tho slogan of "Dofensec of tho Sovict Union" all of us thought in
torms of dofohding tho Sovict Union uneohditionally against any impore
lalist attack, No ono to my knowlodgo, prior to tho outbreak of the
war, raiscd the quostion: doos tho slogan mean dofonding the Rod Army
if 1% should be involved in any attonpt to ecrush a rovolution. Everye
one scomed to take it for granted that tho slogan was apnlicable only
i1n a situntion whoro tho Sovict Unioh was at wap against any imporialist



statec.

Onc important fact to boar out the above statoment is the activity of
o gcetion of tho Red Army, that i8 of the GePeUe, in the civil war in
Spaine Wo todk it for grantod thot Stalin sont cadros of thc rcd army
and tho G.P.U. to Spain for tho purposc of crushing the rovolutionory
movement? Did anyonc nroposc to defond the Stalinists at that timo?
Did anyonc nproposc to rovisc the slogan of unconditlonal dofcnso of
the Soviet Union ot that timo? Not to my knowledgo .

Whon Cmmadoirbuﬁyraisod the question of an indovondont Sovict Ukraino
it was acconted by the vast majority of tho narty cven though it -
would ncecssarily follow that if the Ukrainian workors and ncashnts
would tako up arms for the indobondonec of thoir Sovicks thoy would
hovo to fight Stalin's red army. Was thoro any objoction raiscd bee-
causo of that? '

I ropoats It was taken for grantod that tho slosan of dofonding tho
Sovict Union apnlicd only in-casec of a var by a canpitalist nation
asainst the Sovict Unione

But lct va, for the sake of avoiding an argumcnt, admit that in the
past,.in many casos, the uso of tho slogan was such as to justifiably
lecad to tho conclusion thot it includod & dofénsc of the rod army in
any attompt to crush a rcvolutionary movements What followa? Simply
the nccossity of a more caroful use of tho slogan or botter, tho usc
of such gonercto slopgans under diffcront circumstonces as to moke it
absolutely clear to tho workers oxoctlv what we moan by dofenso of the
Sovict Union.

Not tho dronning of a slogon which vrosonts owr fundemontal linc bud
sceing that the slogan be used in 2 monner which canno’: possibly be
migintorpreted should bo our aim if woe do not want to rovisc a funda-
mental policy. To mako cortain that the uso of tho slopan "uncondi-
tional defense of the Sovict Union" applics only in casc of a war
apgainst the Soviet Union by a canitolist nation the last plenum spccif-
leally attoched the phrase "armainst imnerialist attack" to the slogan.

But the nroponents of the Shachtman resolution were not satisf iod:
they wanted a revision of the slogan but they refused to indicate how
and in what manner. T hey simply roferred to the rosolution intimate-
ing that the resolution specifieca the nature of the revision. T defy
anybody to indicate where ih the resolution there is any definite
surgzestion for a substitutes

Shall we abandon the slogan of the defenso of the Soviet Union meaning
thereby its unconditional defense apgainst imperialist sttack? The
resolution itself says that this "does not necessarily follow."

Shall we rcvise the slogan? Yes, savs the resolution but does not
tell us how. It seems to me that responsible comrades introducing a
resolution at a nlenum nronosing 2 roevision of a fundamental slogan -
are under an oblipation to indicate inwhat way it should bo revised,
to formulate a substitute for tho old slogane

The motion nassed by the majority is clear and unambiguous. If there
was any question before as to whether or not the slogan of defende of
the Soviet Union apnlies only in cuse of an imperialist attook there



can be nho question now,

No one claims that any general slogan will servé as a solution for all
nossible problems under all possible situations. But a general slogan
should indicate a fundamental policy and our fundamental: polioy is

and should be "unconditional defense of the Soviet Union" when it is
at war against any imnerialist power.

Evoery gencral slogan needs explanation and. concretization. Certainly
the advocates of "conditional defense of the Soviet Union" will have %o
do a good deal of explaining without having the advantage of having

a slogan indicating a fundamontal policy.

Botwoen the' glogan "unconditlonal defense against imperialist attack",
which may po3sibly need explanation and the slogan of “eonditional
defonse" which will always require interprotation, tho varty should
unhesitatingly choose the former. .

Naturally tho whole concept of tho dofense of the Sovict Union is a
genoral political concept, indicating the political task of the prole=-
tariat in its attitude to the Soviet Union as a workers! stato. To
attemnt to roeduce the cohecept to a defense of the red army or its indie-
vidual units in every cuse of 1ts nartiecipation in any struggle is
absolutely futile, : ' ~

To find the proper slogans for the purpose of making clear to the
workers what it is that we aro dofending is ono thing; to drop the
gencral slogan for the purposc of rovising a fundamontal poliey 1is
quite another thing. _

Either to drop the slogan or to change it to "conditional dofonse”
would bc a arave political error especially at the prosent time whon
the liberal democrats aro shouting thelr heads off that the Soviet
Union is in the same catogory as Germany, that there is no difforence

“~ :

betwecn "rod" and "brown" fascism, .

When tho'question agitates the minds of many as to what our policy
will be if the British and Froneh imnerialists doclarc war on the
Sovict Union bcoause of the invasion of Poland our attitude should be
dofinite and without ambiguity. Wo may condomn the invasion itself

but wo gro for the defensoc of the Soviet Union against any imnorialists
at anv time. :

Immediately alfter asserting the nocessity for a revision of our prosont
slogan Comrade Shachtman, in his rosolution, advocotos a cortain nolicy
with refereonece to the attitude of the Polish workers and ncasanta
towards Hitlor and Stalin. ILeaving aside tho :quostion whether the par-
ticular policy he advocates, that is tho policy of an armncd struggle
both against Stalin and Hitler is correct under tho prosent situation,
it is cloar that he thinks thet such a polioy requires & rovision of
tho slogan of unconditional dofonses 1In fack the wording of the rcso-
lution indicatos that we should rcviso the slopgan of unconditional
defenso in order to bo able to work for a Sovict Poland.

Absurdl Tho odvocatos of unconditional defensc against imnorinlist
attack would have no difficulty whatsoqver in coming out.for an armed
strugglo against Stalin and Hitlor if that was what the situation
called for.
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In cvery concrotec oase it will always bo a qucstion to Lo determinod
by an anglysis of all tho circumstnncoes ns to what particulor nolicy
will bost furthor tho intorosts of tho wrolotarian rovolution overy-
whorcas All that tho majority motion save is thot wo cling to o polioy
of unconditional dofonsc of tho Sovict Union against imporialist
attacks Whothor thero 1s an imporinlist attock and what policy to
advocato whon there 1s no imporialist attook will always be o qQuestion
which can be solved only by an andlvsils of the ectual situntione

Tho sunport the rosolution receivos from those comrados who oro dofin-
itoly onnosod to our conooption of tho nature of the Soviot Union as

a workors'! stcto and some formulations in tho resolution itsolf aro
clear indicatlons that the resolution definitely tends towards a
ro=ovaluntion of our prcsont ooncention of tho Sovict Union. This of
cowrso 1s no argument against the resolutions Thero is nothing wrong
about ro-cvaluating any of owr prosont concoptions but it is neccssary
to %o awaro of tho fnet that the rosolution tonds in a cortain diroo-
tion, ,

Immodiatoly after tho HitloreStalin pact thd comrazdos opposcd to our
conceptlon of tho Soviect stoto nrowvosed to raiso thot quostion for o
discussion in tho party. Comrade Purnliom introduced a rcaolution to
that offoot but withdrow it ot t ho plenum and rocorded himsolf in
support of the Shmchtman rosolution. All of which ho and othor oome
radecs havo a perfoot right to do but all of which also indicatos that
tho minority rcsolution must bo rocoognizod by the party ns o first and
gorlous step in tho dircetion of shonging our position on tho quostion
of tho naturo of the Soviot Unilon,

Tho minority rcsolution carofully avoids tho raising of tho nroblem of
tho naturc of the Sovlet Unlons To say tho least thoro is something
poseuliar about a rosolution which deals with such o fundamontal point
as unconditional dofonso of the Soviot Unlon, stating apccifically
that 1t doos not want to raise the problem of the naturc of' the Soviet
statos Wo oro justifled in asking the following quostions: Is that
donc boecauso of a doslro to obtain the support of thoso comrades who
aro dofinitoly opposod to considoring the Soviot Union a workors!
astato? Is the coroful avoidonce of the nroblom duo to tho foct that
the propononés of tho rosolution want to chango the party!s nolley, on
tho question of the Soviet Union, ono atop at o timo.

Agein wo must say that thore is nothing wrong in that mothodj noverthoe
loss tho party mombors should bo cloayr s to all tho implications of
the rosolution. :

Tho rosolution rofors to the Polish invesion by Stolin as an cct “of
imporialist poliey" and eonteonda thot "prodused by tho samo eouso,
Germon faselsm and Staliniat burodueratism cro now ongaged in a joint
campaign of imporinlist oxpansions

To uso words looscly helps solve no problema and con only orocto troe
rmondous confusione I eon 800 no sorious obﬂoction In using,in.a
Jouwrnalistie articlo, tho word "imporialist" in its widost connotetion
whon roforring to Stalin's nctionss Dut in o rosolution which attompts
to put tho narty on reeord on somo important problom the usc of torms,
vhich havo beon invested with a dofinito mocning to indicato gomo thing
cntiroly difforont, is to be soriously condomnoed. If Stalin is ongogod
in o compaign of imporialist oxpansion ean it not bo doduecd from thnt,
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that tho Soviet Union is now o capitelist-imporialist state? If tho
author of tho rosolution dogs not moon thot why usc thot torm?

It is significant thot no attompt 1s mndo in tho rosolution to disge
tinguish botwoon tho "imporinlism" of Stalin and thnt of Hitloy.

The thoory is that thoy hovo alroady ontorod into an cgrocment to
divide the world botwcon theme Asldo from tho fact that thore is by
no moans sufficlient ovidoneo to draw tho eonclusion thot Stelin hos
jolnod Hitler in an cetive military allionoco agninst Franco and Groat
Britoin (1t is oxcoodingly improbable thrt ho hns) an attompt should
ot least bo modoe to difforontiato botwoon Hitler's and Stalin?s’actions
if ono 8till bolioves that. the Soviot Union is o workors! stato.

Only they who sco no differoneo botwcen Gormany and tho Sovict Union
can spoak of a Joint imporialist vonture betwoen thom without corofully
distinguishing betwoon the two, Espooinlly ot this momont whon the
bourgeols domoorats. aro earryling on such a vigorous camnd ign to plae
"rod and brown faseism" in thoe same catogorys - Should the minorify
rogolution be adoptsd by thd party thero would bo groat rejolcing in
the oamp of thosc domocrots, ' -
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The ®esolution stotos almost in so miny words thot tho Hitlor-Sgalin
pact and tho subsoquent Polish invasion by the rod army should load the
party to chango its policys It must bo romomborod thnt quite o fow
comrados, for somo inoxplicable rocson, oamo to tho conclusion thmt
affor Stalin mado a paet with Hitlor .tho ‘naturo of the Soviot Union
thoreby was altercds T ho obvious conglusion from such reasonlhg was:
support of Stolin's allianco with tho "democratie imporinlists. It
was cloar that the oomrados who advoes tod o chango of our attitudo on
tho quostion of the maturc of tho Sovict Union booause Stalin deceided
to pnlay on tho side of Hitlor, impliocdly, favorod his tlo~up with tho
"domoeracics." It was pointod out that owr position on tho neturo of
tho Soviet state was based on argumonts doaling with its coonomie
structuro and not with Strlin's allinncos. - Al any rote the attompt
to convinoo the party membors that duc to Stolin's shift. of vosition
we should ehange owr attitude on tho oroblom of the Sovict shrte was
quieckly abahdonod. )

The minority rosolution ingists howevor that tho Hitler~Stalin naet
containg profound moaning othor then the simplo faect that Stolin
hns decided that he ean best sove his buroccueratio cligque by stoying
out of war and that ho ean bost stay out of wor by changing his
"frionds." Tho minority still wants tho party to change some poliey
(cxacetly how is not sbtatod) booauso of tho Hitlor-Stelin paet and for
the following reasons. Tho resolution sayss

M1) Stalin gave Hitlor tho signal for oponing up the Socond Innorinl-
ist World War -- and linked his fortuncs with thosc of tho Nazi wan
moehineg ™ » R
Tho first part of tho stctomont 1s obviously corrcct but whot of

1t? Is thorc anyone who will contond with cortainky thet Hitlor

would not havo gone to war if Stolin hed not made the noet with him?
Thot 1s cxactly whnt tho C.P. uscd to say and whnt Eho "domocrata" say
now. Iot us supposc that Stalin hid dosidoed *o romain neutral without
ontoring into any pact with Hitlor. Would thot not, cs for as Hitlor's
attocking Polond 1s. conoornod, leavo tho mattor just as it wng with
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tho poet, thnt 1s, would it not havo tokon tho rod army out of possiblo
oonsldoration by Hitlor? It would hovo moant thet Hitlor could obheal:
Polond without foar of cny intorvention by Stolin and thus tho mere
attitudo of noutrolity by Stelin without ony poet would have beon bho
signal for Hitlor to go chond. It is utterly cbsurd to ask us to
chango a fundemontal poliecy boecuse o cortoin action of Stalin coused
tho wer to broak out on Soptombor 3, 1939 instond of somo othor dato.

s
Stalin,'sa%s tho rosolution, linkod his fortunos with tho Nazi war
machinos Evon if true, would 1t bo eny difforont if ho had linked his
fortune with tho war machino of tho "domderatic impericlists"? Bus
the statomont is not truo by 2 long shot. At loast ot tho nrcsont
momont it 1s 8o uncertain cs to the actunl intontions of Stolin as %o
mako 1t impossiblo to somo to any dofinito conclusion. Stolin is in
all likolihood taking ono step at a time and will dotormino his futuro
courso on tho basis of futuro dovelopmontse Tho stotomont that Stdin
hra {inkoed his fortuno with tho Nazi wor machino is on a par with
tho statoment thit ho is now Jointly ongoged with Hitlor in an impor-
lalist advonturos I hovo no objoetion to cnybody sncoulnting. Ho may
turn out to bo rights But thero is o sorious objoctilon to having tho
party chonge o fundomontol po}icy on tho basis of mero anceul:tion.

"Stalin", soys the rosolution, "not only faoilitatod this imporiclist
invasion politically and militarily but jointly dividod the gpolls
wvith tho triumphont Nazis,"

I shall doal with tho quostion of our attitudo on the invasion
of Poland by tho rod army lotor one. Hore I simply csk: what difforonce
doos it moko if Stolin invades some country as o rosull of an agroo=
mont with Hitler or with tho "domooratio" imporinlists. Would thoro
bo any diffcrcneo if Stolin divided the apoils with tho "demoorotio
imporiclistas?

Evory attompt to baso a ohongo of nolicy on the Stolin-Hitlor pact
muat incvltably load to tho conelusion thot thoro is somo cssontial’
difforonce botwocn "domoerctio" imperinlism and faseist imporinlisme
And we have boon’and I hono thot tho party will romain cgeinst any
such distinotion.

L T TR
Tho inveaion of Polond by tho rod ermy hrs brought o groator omotional
shook to our ecomrcdos’ thon any single ovent in  tho past fiftoon voors
of Stolin's botraynlss, Somo comrados almost ecompletely loast their
oquilibrium and, instoad of considering the invesion as o link in tho
ohnin of tho Stolinist policy of botrayal, tondod to isolnto it and
cmphasizo 1% +to a point whorc clmost no distinction eould be medo
botwoon thom ond tho social notriots.

Porsonally, on tho basis of tho thoory thot Stelin, focrful of Hitler!s
brocipltous advenee into Poland, decidod to strongthon himsclf mild-
tarily by marching into Poland, I vms in fovor of approving tho
invasion but pointing out thot it is port of the gonorel polioy of
Svalin which ocn only bring eonfusion to the workcrs. When cvonts
ehowod that the invasion wos cetunlly the rosult of an agrocment bo-
treen Stalin and Hitlor I rocognized my orror but I still contend thot
L5 would be o sorious orror to kcop on shouting ageinst the invosion
v1thor thon omphesizing tho betraynl of Stalin in moking an agrcomont
with Hitlore Had Stelin mirchod into Polend not as o rosult of an
rgroement 1th Hitler but boocuse of a desiro to strongthon himsolf
allitarily ageinst Hitlor I still would support tho move ot tho samo
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time thot I would polnt out how Stnlin confuscs workers oven whon ho
docs tho right thing. I wos tho only onoc on the committoo advooating
sueh a point of vicw,

But the invasion of Poland is now & thing of the past and responsiblo
comrados do not quarrol on a difforcneo of interprototion of somo past
cvent unloss it is conncetod with an importont problom confronting us
in the prcscnt or which will probably confront us in the immodinte
futuro. A

Thero is no formulation that I know of thot oon possibly scttlo all

problems thot will arisc in the f utuwros Not ovon our formulation of
unconditional defonsc of the Soviot Union agoinst imporinlist attaock
oan solve all futurc probloms. Thore will always occur somo ovents

where oomrades differ in intorprotation of tholr naturo’'and thon &
general formula eannot automatically dceido the quostion.

There will be no quarrcl whore overyonc agrocs that the rod army 1is
invading & oountry to suppress a rovolutiohnary movement. Wo shall all
bo agninat thote Thero will bo no quarrcl, cxcopt with thoso who
plago tho Sovict Union in tho same cotegory as imperialist statos, if
tho Sovict Union is attacked by an imporialist powor. But thoro is '
always tho possibility of a differoneo of opinion as to the naturo of
o particular invasion or cttask and no ono has succocded and no ono
can succcod in formhlating o proposition whieh will avoid all diffor-
cnecs in the futurc.

With the occupation by Stalin of that soction of vwhrt was formerly
Poland and which was inhabited moihly by Ukranians, Jows and Whito
Russians, now problems havo ariscne Tho moro limi%od qucstion of our
attitudo to tho actunl invasion rococdes into the background. It is
highly intorcsting and significont that the minorilty. rosolution docs
not attempt to roisc the prosent actunl probloms confronting us with
rcforonee to tho occupicd torritory but conflincs itsclf to what tho
party position should be (or bettor should have beon) with roferenco
to the invosion and offors tho polioy of advoenting an armed struggle
by the Polish workors and poascnts ageinst Hitlor's army and the rod
armys

Is thoro an attompt to analyzo the charactor of the population with
rcferonce to tho difforcent natlonalitics under control of Hitler and
of Stalin? Nol 1Is thero an attompt to analyzo tho probable chinges
in proporty rolaotions in the territory occupicd by Stolin? Not 1n
the lecastl Is thorc any suggestion as to what our attitude should bo
in ctgo of an attack by Hitler aganinst Stalin in tho occupiod torri-
torics? Not at alll

The veory rcpotition of tho lament aboub Stelin's..invasion of Poland

- indieatos the lack of provortion and balance in the resolutions Tho

roaolution spcaks mainly about Polish workers and poasants fighting
against the Roichswohy and the rcd army cven though it is foirly ovi-
dent thit Stalin hns occupicd territory almost exclusively inhabited
by Bews, Ukroinians and Whitc Rusaions formerly undoy tho hocl of tho
Polish landlordse An air of unrocclity, of loosc thinking, of lack of
clarity pervados- the whole resolution.

Comrado Shochtman oven works himsolf up to a pniteh where the erime
of Stalin ocommitted in Poland dwarfs in its hoinousnoss Stolin's
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botrayal in Spoine He oven digs up o nossible October revolution in
Poland. Conaidor tho loek of proportionl In Swain the worlkory pro. .-
tically hnd powor in thoir honds =~ mony of tho factorics werc BRSO L
ovor by thom. Stalin oome, crushod the actual not the posaible rovo-
lution, murderod thouscnds of rovolutionists ond by brlnging on tho
defecat in Spoln doalt o torrific blow to tho whole rovolutionary
movonicnte Comporo that with the maximum demago thot Stelin did by
invading Poland, whoro, 1t sooms, ho is compollod to invado copitalucth
nroporty rclations, mnd onc gots an idea of tho fantastlo naturo of
an analyais which suggests thot Stolin's cetbions in Poland werc morce
dcurimontal to tho world prolotarict thon his ccetivitios in Spain,
This fontostic analysis 1s nocossary booausc ncithor Shechtmon nor
any ono olsc supporting tho rosolution ndvoeated o ehmngo in our
poliey beooauso of Stclin's trocchery in Spaine

Conolusiond

l. The minority rosolutlon cdvoottes revision of the slogon of
uneonditional defeonse but suggosts no formulotlon cs o gubstitute.
If anything 1t suggestos tho cdoption of tho slogon conditional
dof'cnac.

2« Thc motilon of the majority 1s absolubely clear ~-~ unconditional
dofenso of tho Soviect Union cgainst imoorialist attocke It thus
oxoluded sunport of tho rod army vhonever it should be ongaged in any
attempt to orush o rcvolutlonﬂrv movomente. It affords tho porty an
opportunity, on tho basis of 2 fundemental poliey, to dooildo 1ts posi-
tion in any futuro instonce whore the Soviet Unlon will bo involvod

in o military cction.

3. Under presont conditions, when tho "Gomoora ta" aro savagely attaock-
ing tho Soviet Unlon, claiming that thoro is no dlfforenoc betwoen it
and faseist Germany 1t would creato tromeondous confusion and be 2
gserious politiocal error to chongo our slogan of unoconditional defonsos
Ii any cxplanation is noecssary wo should oxnlain the policy of uncon-
ditional defense rather then thet of conditional defense.

4. Tho minority rcsolution in using vague GXpPOS“lOHS such as "impor-
w1list polioy" ond "joint imperinlist vonturo" muddics the wntors and
playa into tho honds of thoso who shout "rod and brown fascilsmy Without
e.nregsly saylng so it constitutecs o first and serious step in tho
direction of denying tho naturc of the Sovict Union as a workors?! stnto.

5 The minority rcsolution, in bosing its dosiro for a chongoe in par-
ty poliey on tho Hltlor—Stﬂlin pa ct by 1mnlic”tion, condondés an alli-
anee of the Sovict Union with tho domoorauic imperialists. At loast
as 2 leagscr ovil, The opponents of the minor ity resolution firmly
¢ling to the theory thot the neturc of the Sovict Union is determinod
by the property reldtions existing there 2nd not by the temporary
alliancea of Stolin, The Hitlor-Stalin past and tho invngion of
foland by the rcd army hhs not brought about any chongos of such o

3 ture as to justify any rovision in fundemontal polioy.
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