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BEFORE THE POI CONGRISS

Extract from lettér of Clart, Dccember 6, 1538

1. - QUESTIONS OF CONCENTRATION AND REORGANTZATION

For several months I have refused to consider that the loss
in numbers, influence and achivity of sur organization can be ate-
tributed solely to & conscling analvsis of th~ satuation. The
breakup of the Peopie's front pushed thousends of militents to
the left; the PCI didn't even touch them. Ths first reason that
occurs to one, failing to look for really serlious reasons s “he
policy of our party, is that our ovganization does not reslly
know how to direct 1te activity in accordance with the objects
sought, that’ it dissipates itseclf in the objectives of the moment
without concentrating 1ts efforts on few essencial polnts Thus
was posed the so~-called question of concentration. At that time,
the opposition of Boittl in the regicnal commlttee which caused
the loss of several weeks and tended to favor passivity. ohiiged
me to make a declaration to the Political Eureau on Lpril 2nd,
publlshod in the internal bulletin of the party in July, ir which
the following was said of the'cttitude onpposed to ours: "Every-
one mist see that this resistance to a piun, a system against
old habits, against inertia, once developed and cryatalliised into
& body of principles dnd rules would result in a difference on
organizational principles of the stme type as originally divided
the Bolsheviks .and Liensheviks.,..!"

Thus on the question of recorganization there were twvo ten-
dencles, one of status quo, contemplation and even confusion; the
other of desire for a resolute effort to bring the party out of-
the swamp despite petty vanities and old habits. These difforen-
ces soon wore concretized in the political and tactical domeing.
I have recalled here the questions of concentration and recrgani-
zation..,because the question of the PSOP is intimately bouid up
with 1t. The merit of the resolution on reorganization and of
the effort which it implied in the party and in the French coni-
mission was to break with a certain self-contentment, to barec the
essential mistakes of the French scction and to express the
desire of the rank and file for a sharp turn, and to consolidate
the party, oven in its present weakness. However, oncc the
question was posed shurply--however unfortunate the delay~=-wo
saw thon morc clehbrly the real resources of the party for ms%ing
this turn. It is a fact that the resources of the party appeared
cxtremely limited. You (the American comrades) were told that .
We nuubered 600, This total must be cut in half even on paper,

At the International. Conference we corrcctly linkoed up the
quostion of the PSOP with the question of our turn. Ve hagd
to overcomo the centrist obstacle, on the one hand,.with a strong
fraction (Cannon proposed fifty members) and on the other hand,
by an internal redressment. Unfortunately, great stretegles
often suffer from contact with reality. A policy 1a carried out
with 2 certain quantity of forces, a tactie supposes 4 certain
number of militants. If these rorcos are Inedequote, ths some
result must be sought by o diffsrent tactic. No uns will contost
(except on paper which is very tolerant) thet it is impossible -
for us to form a streng fraction in the PSOP and ot the same timec
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preserve enough forces for serious action outside. In these
conditions, the double task of destroying the centrist obstacle,
winning over its best elcments and of finding the elements for

a turn to activity, for recorganigation, could only be effectively
carried through unification with the PSOP.

2. THD QULSTION OF THE PSOP

Tho above arguments are so natural and imperative that on
October 12th, I learned that the CC unanimously (I was sick)
had decided to make proposals for "organic unity" to.the PSOP.
Very good. I sald to myself that all the comrades of the CC
had understood, with surprising spontaneity, the impasse in which
the POI found itself and the means of getting out of it. I 3iid
not see, morcover, whence objections could come to such an orient-
ation. From Naville? No, because he was the author of the propo=-
sition. Certainly not from Boitel, since you will recall that he
explained to the French commission, in agreement with us, that
if the party did not make a turn, we would be forced to this
turn inslde the PSOP. You will recall that he supported my pro-
posal of a strong fraction in the PSOP, when I complained of having
becn forced to make comrades go into tho PSOP despite thec Poli-
tical Burcau, despite the concoption of Naville, of an influence
to be oexercisod from the outside on certain left currents without
distracting the forces of the POI..s ' X

For us, who were from the beginning serious partisans of
organic unity, the question was very simply posed: since this
policy 1s imposod by the nccessity of destroying the centrist
obstacle, of rcorganizing and fortifying our cadres, it must be
done in an audacious and vigorous manner. It was necessary to
profit from the situation, to impose organic unity with the PSOP
and JSOP by & congress of unification. Ig duch z congress could
not be forced (which only a tactic scriously carried out and an
offensive could show) then unification would havé to take -
place by the entry en bloc, ncgotiatcd between the lcaderships
with the guarantces stipulated in our proposals.

All this secmeod obvious. That is why it appeared absurd
to Boltecl. We tried by every mecans to push the party and the
youth into this offensive for 'organic unity.' At the I.S. we
cven adopted a resolution saying to the POI and JSR: Since you
have taken this road, this tactic must be boldly applied. r Evi-
dently the intervention was regarded as ridiculous. Think of
it, the I.S. simply demcnded thet the lcadership of the POI and
JSR be logical and serious. No more than that. This was obe-
viously a ridiculous demand concorning which Boitel voiced
violent criticisms dirccted at international interventions in
general which com¢ to trouble the quict calm of the well-cndowed
national sections.

Our attempts torealize the policy of organic unity can be
defined by the following graph: C.C. of October 23; agrecment
on organic unity; lctter of Clart to the PSOP and circular to
the regional committces; agrcement beotween Naville, partisan of
organic unity ond Boltel, adversary of organic unity, on an am-
biguous motion from which Naville drcw thc conclusion of organic
unity and Boltel the oppositc policy; vain attempt by the I.S.
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to crcato é bloc of theo partisans of organic unity so that tho
JSR and POI could take that road. Naville in the end rofusode-
after having agreecd at the I.S. and in the Politicel Bureau,

In the youth the coursec was as follows: & confused but
pro-unity currcnt in thc JSOP expressed in the proposals
of Ladmiral for issuing "Revolution" in common; maneuvers by tho
loadership of the JSR whoso only rosult was to favor the right
wing of tho centrists against the loft wing...(the JSR lecadership)
did 1ts best to make the policy of organic unity fail.

This, In sum, is how the policy of orgunic unity was "realized."
It was combatted more in the POI and JSR than in the PSOP and
JSOP, Why then astonishment at the abscnce of results?...The
abourdity, you sece, was on our part, becausc we instituted that
they carry out a policy unanlmously agrccd uporn instead of sube
stituting for it continwel hoamitations (Naville) and met-culpas
{Boitcl). This was the first difforcnco of opinion,

The sccond was in the tnulysis ' of the PSOP as reluated to
the general situation. Boitel told us that differcntiation was
1rpossible In a party thaot was golng stecdily to the right and
would bceome 2 yollow puarty in the scrvice of Bonnet and Daladicr
with the CSACGE (tradc union committec against war). This por-
spective of the cvolution of the PSOP, the opposite of any ser-
ious ontlysis of contrism and 1ts signilicancc, collapsecd in
practice in about fiftcen days, “Juin 36" abandoned the slogean
of disarmament eight days after issuing 1t. The centrist lcaders
were oblised to criticize the CSAGG. Differcntiation impossible?
But therc 1s in the PSOP a 3olshevik-Leninist organ whlch soundly
criticizcd pacifism and the leadereghip and it aroused a ccrtain
rospansce. Therc 1s in the PSOP a discontent cxpressed not only
in theso about-faces at the top But also in cortain expressions
of ultra-lcltism...

The PSOP was alsa supposod to be repellcnt to the Communists.
But unrortunatoly 1t 1s in "Juiln 36" that wo read of Cormunist
workcrs and leaders joining, not in the Lutte Ourricrec.

The PSOP was supposed not to exist...but unfortunntcly at
Paris where thc PSOP lost many SFIO mcubers we ncverthcless saw
5,000 to 6,000 attonding the "Juln 36V party, wo saw the fnctory
meeting the dey after the strike (the genorel strike) with 500
militonts of good worlkoer composition. It was ot this mceting that
tpcg thnounced that two factory units of the CP hed Jolncd the
PSOPes s

It 1s nccossary to scc the PSOP as a whole and to understand
that it 1s @& forcc of 5,000 = 6,000 mcmbers whosec soclal compo=-
sition in thc ranks 1s better than thot of the POI, ospecially
in the Paris suburbs. This was our sccond differcnec: Wo sec
the PSOP as it 1s whilc Boltel sccs it as he would like it to bve
in order to lcuve our status quo undisturbcede..

A finel diffcronce: concerning the situation and perspectives,
Boitcl considered thut we verc complotely wrong in our porspec-
tives for Fronce and suddenly adopted the view of complcte defont
tnd the "cold" crushing of the working class. Hc went even furthers
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basing himself In advancc on this total defeat, he belicved that
the party had only to be an ultra-concentrated education group.
Boltcl cvon said that it was no longer a question of winning
rank and file workers but cedrecs, crecting this original theory

of rcady-made cadres in order to justify the departure of several
workers who were in the POI.

On top of thils camec the geoneral strike which showed the ne-
ccsslty of the party having the maximum contact with the rank
and fllc workers and the cadres and showed 2lso that we did not
have these contactse. The strike was a failure principally bo-
causc of tho defeatist and provocative tactics of Jouhaux and
Co. But this fallurc engendered in the working class a violent
disconteont with the Stalino-reformist lcadecrships which was cx=-
prcssed in part by disaffection in the CGT and CP and in part by
the scarch for -4 revolutionary leadership. It is neccessary to
bc on hand, or in eny casc to have the maximum points of support
to rcach thesc workers who want o revolutionary lcadcrship. To
the cxtent that the PSOP hac many morc mass contacts than we,
thecse workcrs will be attrocted by the PSOP rather than by us,
bceause in the prescnt stage thoy sec differences only in numbers,
tho agitatlonal.slogans being often the samc. In this situation
Boitcl rcaffirms as corrcct his prediction of the rightward tond-
cney of the PSOP-~although it is true hc is alonc in this, his
fricnds being curcful not to follow him in thesc discussions...

Tho majority leadership of the JSR and thc lcadership of
thc POI havc donc everything they could not to rcalizec the tac-
tic of organic unity which we wantcd to make them apply beforc
the congress. . '

The me jority leudership of the JSR even hurried its congress
on Dccember 3 in order to place us before a fait accompll without
scrious discussion. This congress of JSR showecd us that the total
effoctives of thce JGR amount to 72, counting thc mail votes, tho
total organization numbering 124 on papcr. Obviously without
scrious discussion they took a position against our turn. Such
successes arc dangerous far thosc who win them.

To make the turn we proposc it is nccessary to overcomc a
ccrtein conservatism , a certain fcar of a hand-to-hand strugglo
with centrism. Only a2 thoroyghl, sharp, and completc discussion
can dispel prcjudiccs and scntimental obstaclcs. That is vhy
Boitcl and his friends tcocnd to postponc of stifle discussion
wherever they can. T

Today therc is no timc to be lost. The PSOP and JSOP
proposc our cntry. Thcy refusc o congress on the grounds. of
the voguencas of our proposals. This is the rcsult of our lack
of initiativec and audacity. The respitc of Munich will not be of
long durction. Beforc the new conflict we must increasec and
fortify our cadrcs. That is why I think it is nccecssary now to
negotlatc the cntry cn bloc, failing cntry by a unification cong-
rcss, to assure oursclves an internal tendency organ, which already
cxlsts morcover, and besides a revicw which would be the organ
of the 4th Intcrnational in France. It is nccessary to draft a
platform dcclaration containing thc slogans of common action, ossur-
in; discipline in action, stressing our diffcrences, cond conscrv-
ing our entire fundamental program.
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Extract from “"THE TACTIC VIS A VIS TEL PSOP--WIERE ARE WE?"

by Naville (Dcce 13, 1938)

In thc month since the qucstion of the PSOP has boen sharply
poscd in thc party, positions huve chianged and events havc gonc
chcad., T was cortainly wrong ~ month ago to spcak of it as =
"littlc crisis." It i1s a scrious crisis. Through the discussion
on thc PSOP it is thc centrist nonscnse of Craipcau which has
sought to triumph in the party.

Gonradce Clart has taoken a lot of trouble ir the last four
woecks to make us belicve that he was ¢ partisan of organic unity
with thc PSOP on thc basis of & fusion congress and political
diffcrcecntiation.

Today he confcsses: (Here Naville quotcs the final para-
graph of Clart's lcttcr cbove, proposing nogotiations for e¢ntry
cn bloc without a fusion congress if necessary.) Clart has thus
pacscd definitively over to the position of Craipecau. What are
these arguments worth? -

&) It is falsc thot the PSOP is rcjceting our proposals
"on the prectext of their vegucncss." Our proposals were very pre-
clsc and broadly circulatecd by the Luttc Ouvricre of Nov. 18
(ncarly a month ago.) It 1s morcover materially false. Pivert
rejceted our proposals (1) becousc he does not want the BLs to
be o "fraction" within the single party (= party within o party)
and (2) becausc he wants to break our anttachment, cven indivi-
dually, to the 4th Intcrnational.

And what docs Pivert hidec behind these argumcnts?
Quitc simply, his opportunist policy. It must therefore be scid
that by his refusal, Pivert is trylng to clign the opportunists
up against thc revolutionary wing. But Craipeau and his fricnds,
instcad of saying this, mako themsclves the advocates of Pivort.

b) The situction in the PSOP shows thrt our policy
of unity is bearing ius first frults (thc increcasing number of
scctions declaring for unity with the POI, thc report of Pivert,
the movement in the ronks against the leadership, mecetings and
discussions in common botwoun the POI cnd PSOP ctc...) This
provcs we arc on the right road, on condition that we finish with
the centrism of Craoiposu, thet we cpply the deccisions of work and
liquidate the menace of split by thc pro-cntrists.,

c) Clzrt thinks it ncecssary to “negotiatc! an cntry
into thc PSOP bectusc the experiment of "impossible fusion" has
losted long cnough. Long criough? Threce or four wecks? Clart
takes his own impcticnce for the rcality. In fact our policy of
unity is beginring to be organized. Now it has o solid basis.

d) <Clurt rcpeats thut it is necessary to "draw up 2o
platform dceclarztion containing the slogans of common action
assuring disciplinc in action. " Vhot slogens of common action
can constitute a "platform?" Which oncs? Clart docsn't say
& word beezusc he is on the path of accommodation and any
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criticism of the PSOP clrcady uppears to him to be a erimc of
losc=entrism. He is ready for "diseiplinc in action"~~on the
strikc with 24 hours notice? on the rcdistribution of colonics
by thc trode unions? the trade union poliecy of Chanbellant?
CtCoonn

It is morc ond morc obvious thot following Craipcau centrism
1s c¢rupting in our ranks (scc also the dcclarations of comrade
Filictro, that it is impossiblc to group workers around a karxist
platform, that they arc chauvinists, that we arc considcrcd agents
of thc Gestapo, unlikc thc PSOPists, otcs..)

It is nccessary to go furthcr and to posc in all its empli-
tudc thec qucstion of the position of comrcdc Craipcau. Vc¢ spokc
of 1t at length in thc international rcports. For the moment,
we confinc oursclves to stressing the attitude of the Fronch
minorlity ageinst the statutes of the Fourth.

Vhy did it votc against thom? The Polish comrcdes, for
oxample, gave & generzl political trgument that the Internationel
Conferenee rejeeted but which was scrious-—-i.c. that in gencral
onc cannot "proclaim" a dcfined intornational organization cx-
ccpt when the masscs rccognize it ae leading their struggles. .

The French minority gave an opporFunist and burocratic
arguments, It did not want thc Fourth "becausc the international
situation con still imposc upon us numcrous (sicl) organizational
turns, causing our notional organlzations to strugglo in reformist
or ccntrist partlcs." It odds thot es o result "the movement for
the Fourth Intornational can only pley o propagandist rolc."

This statcment 1s thc rcal platform of thou minority, in tho
qucstion of the intcrnational as wcll as the qucstlion of tho PSOP.
Crodpeau, cortainly in agrecment with this declaration of the
Froneh minority, docs not thercfore vant tho FPourth Intcrnational
beeruse the POI must entor the PSOP.

Let us go furthcr. Tho French minority votcd against the
program of thc Fourth with thc following decleration: "¢ arc
convinced that events will soon force thc Intcrnational to rc=-
cxemine the question and revisc its positions." "Soon" cgmc the
cvonts of Scptember. In that crisis our partios ected wrntirely
on thc basis of the program. Thc minority did not cven try tos
scparate the attitude of tho minority in fundamental politicol

-qucstions from its attitude toward tho PSOP. Thcy must be fought
togdther,

In i1ts scssion of Dceember 12 the ¢C deeld.d again by o strong

majority against "entry cn bloc" and for a policy of orgonic unity.
At the congress the party as & wholc will tako & position. We
arc certain it will do so on tho following prc-dcfincd buscs:

1. Clozr proposals for unity (scc the Luttc of November 18).

2¢ Active work to dcvelop the influence of our fricnds in
the PSOP (and not to make of thesc fricnds 2 PSOPist fraction in
our ranks.) ’

#advance 1ts slogans and saw its predictlons utterly routed.

The Congress of the POI must understand clearly thc nature of
the positions of the minority. It is a Question of centrist attaocks,
That is why 1t would be & grave error to try to (contin?eé)after age

' U torislc
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S« To dovclop unity of uction in action.

4s To broaden discussions on the program, opcnly criti-
cizing thc lcadership of thec PSOP.

5. Rcdressment of tho wholg party, beginning with its
lcadership, broader press cric¥lation, ctc,

On this road unity with'the PSOP will be o victory for the
prograom of the Fourth Intcrnational.



LETTLR FROL. CLART -8 Paris.

March 16, ¥939

Dcar fricnds:

Herc is some inform~tion regarding our situction herc. It
sliould bc considercd as confidwntial and should permit you to send
us your advlec as to what is nocessary for our oricntation.

l. Our comradcs have been well reocived in the PSOP. In
Pcris and in the Paris Reglon, we alroady occupy working posi-
tions; the sceretary of Mantes, wherc our comradce Craipcau has
orginlzed three adult scetions «nd is organizing a youth scction;
h¢ is scerctary of the sub=district. He odits a mimcographcd
pcpers At Malsons-Alfort, Filiatre 4s the scerctary of the scc-
tlon oand cdits a paper. Filiatrc 1s scerctary of the trade union
circle "Lutte de Classc," public sorvice branch. - Chenel, who is
& member of. the Central Committce of this circlc is assistant
scerctary of the Maisons-Alfort scetion. Comrade O.-is sceretary
of the JSOP at Montreuil, Ginottec is secrctary of thc JSOP in )
the 3rd scction, comrade Akoka is in chargc of the Clichystwhich
appears thrce times o month s oncc 8 a shop paper, Besldces, -
in thce 11th scetion at Lovallois, and at Colombes, we have fricnds
who arc responsible oithor for papecrs or for shop work. In the
provincos-~comrado Mecuris is soerctary of the Lille group; he.
publishcs 2 mimcographcd paper; at Lyons we control the fedora-
tion with tho politleal scerctary and the propoganda scerctary.

At Maorsellles, wherc our comrades got five workers in the Central

Tclographic Office to join thc PSOP, we arc ongaged in tradec union

and cducitional work. In thc Nantes fcderction, we have oontrol

of thc JSO0P. 8o much insofar as locul working posts arc concerncd.
, , : s#papor

2. ‘'Insofar as contral rcsponsibilitics go, wec have thc follows
ing dclegates to tho Fodercl, Congross, which 1s the political
dcliberative organism for the reglan (Scinc, Scinc ct Olsc, Soinc
et korne): Bailly, Craipcou, hAkoka, Fillatre, Scverin, Pradelcs,
Henryk, Rous. The last two warc coopted with consultotive votcs
as rcprcacntatives of the minority of JSRs and POIs who entcred.

We have been oceupled most with the organization of tradc
unlon ond shop work. Comradc Fous is 2 membor of the national
comilttcc in charge of shop work. Hc is 2180 & momber of the
rcclonal cormittes and of the press committec for thoe shops. Ho
writcs cvery sceond cditorial for thc labor pago-in Juin 36. Hc
1s in charge of the rescarch bullotin for thc shop papers issucd
by thce party. Hc has boen attached especially to the Citroen und
Gnomec vt Rhonc shop groups, Moreover, comrade Taillantou is in
charge of the building trades groups, comradc Labord of the youth
scetions in the shop groups and comrade Filiatre is o mnember of
thc rcglonal shop committcc. Our young comrades corc engaged in
the work of thec youth lcadership; the JSOP, numbcring about 450,
is unfortunately, duc to tho legging of the JSR, in the hands of
the Molinicrites, , o '

Insofar as 'the press is concerncd, wc collaboratc cvery
weck on Juin 36+ ‘Rous on Fronch quostions, Taillantou on ‘tradce
unions, Brun on intcrnationacl politlcs, Katcl on Russian quecstions,
Lobord ort the JSOP, . S e '
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S¢ Thc possibilitics of the PSOP arc prctty much those thot
we forcsaw.: We cven undercstimntcd them o bit.  The party has
coslly 7,000 members. In Paris we obscrve among the larger sce-
tions: 100 members ot the 15th scetion, 50 of them workers; in the
1€th, 80 mcmbers approximately, mostly workers; in the 11th, about
60 mcmbers with intcresting youths among them. But in the suburbs
and in the Scinc et Oisc scetions particularly, is thcrc an cxcol-
lcnt proletarian composition. Thc PSOP has 145 scetions in thc
Paris rcgion. Last night therc was & general mcmbership discus-
sion mccting on Franc-kasonry. Therc were about 1,000 in the
hall. It must bc borne in mind that ncither the Seinc ot Oisc
nor thc Scinc ¢t Morne groups attcnd mcotings in Paris which crc
hcld et night. In the mectings of thc Federal Council (thoro
have been two since wec cntcred) therc arc ebout 150 members who
come as dclegates of the scetlons; thore arc about two delogatces
per scetion, but they cither alternate or only onc gomes. What
is most noteworthy is the fact that practically cverything still
rcmelins to be donc in the ficld of organizing thc tradec union and
shop work. Thc PSOP doesn't cxploilt one-fourth of its possibili-
tics. Vi must not forget that by organizing thc 'JSOP at the oppor-
tunc moment, 30 Moliniecritecs in thrcc monghs plceed themsclves
2t thc head of about 400-~500 youth. :

Unfortunatcly, the comradces most capable for shop and trddc
union work, (Boitol,.Bardin) ar¢ among tho8c who have becn most
hostilc . to the entry beeausc theot would hampcr, it scems thoir
tradc union andg shop work. Scven wecks of work in the PSOP
have proven -the ¢xact oppositc. Our forcos and our precsent capo-
city arc very fcoeble, on the contrary, bcececause of the vory grcat
possibilitices. The Samc reason .goos - for thg-JSR. For, although
127 of us cntered, being half of the JSR-POI including Algeria
and Stragbourg, there were actually only 15 JSKs in our ranks.

4, At prescnt, we have Just ‘passcd the Tirst stagc of the
first poriod, so to spcake -Thot 1s, .the stagc of adaptation in
the period of-work. We have becen the victims of an altogether .
unfevorable conjuncturc of circumatanccs. ' Intcrnational cont-
rism, slarmed by our ontry as well as by divcers symptoms (lcttcr
of the o0ld man to Pivert, presencc of Mertel in Paris)literally
swoopcd down upon the PSOP. and threw panic into its lcadership.
The POUM leaders, arriving from Barcelona, in order to show that
they have learncd nothing, modc us the butt of their mancuvers
and Intrigucs, Conscquently we have had to dcfcr the publication
of our revicw for scveral days. Comradc Rous has edited a
pamphlet on Spain which ‘contains a factunl analysis rather than -
a thecorctical one, with the purpose in mind of placing the actual
mistakes of centrism before the cyes of the PSOP militants, who
&re very sympathotic to the POUM,

You will also roceive o draft program of action which hes
been submitted for discussion. hkmong othcr things, our comrado
Bailly was co-rcporter at the mocting on Franc-Mosonry mentioncd
¢bove and he is proparing & resolution for tho congrcss on the
incompatibility of belonging to the PSOP and the Masons. On
this subjoct, it was very noticcable that there is a strong eurrcnt
against Franc-Masonry in the PSOP. . The masons who are dovercd
up by Pivcrt have the nerve to defend Franc-liasonry offieclally.

It wus good that we werc the Co-reporters against 1t cnd that
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wc were offlclally designated in this matter., The contacts which
wc have had with the leadcrship, the extreme distrust which it

has shown towards us, the fact that thc left-wingcr Gucrin is the .
onc who has mancuvercd us most in order to prevent us from issu-
ing our roview, which wc wanted to do in collaboration with him,
all that indicates our oricntation to us. Stubborn and peorsevering
work in thc ranks; at the samc timc, through thc rcviow and the
pamphlets o paticnt and positive cxplanation of our points of
vicw. For the time belng, we arc oven avoiding the provocotions
of thc opponcnts who would likc us to adopt a sharp tone towargés
the lcadorship so as to prove that we arc-out to break the party.
During this pcriod, wc are not, naturally going to hide a singlec
onc of our positions, but we shall prcsent our diffecrences in o
cordial manncr and placc oursclves under the sign of the revolu-
tionary intcrcsts of the party. Collaborations on Juin 36 and

in ccrtain rcsponsiblo posts facilitates such an orTcntation.

5« It was oxpected that the POI, which has been reduced in
forccs since our dcparturc, hasn't done anything but publish
the papér and the magazine, rcgarding which it may bc said that
they wore publishcd by the American scction with the politiceal
collaboration of tho Spanish comradcs. For our part, we would
bc glad to soc thce POI dovelop and indircetly aid our action-by -
its cctivitics on tho outside. In regard to this, dcgpltc the
incvitablc rescntment éngendered by factional strugglce, :we do not
havo the slightcst differcnco with wise tactic outlincd by comradec
Martel, © tactic.which consists of giving thc POI and the JSR all
tho nccessary means to faclilitate their cxpericnce, even morc means
than wc have cover had. Unfortunately, thc POI and the JSR have
spcnt their time chewlng tho rag contemptuously about our cxper=
ic¢necse The most prceious and experienced counsels of our friend
Martel-=thcy characterlzcd as "cdntrism" behind the scenes. And
as for thc matcrial support which he gave them in all loyalty and
with rcally cxtraordinary tactfulness, they darcd to characterize
that ag corruption. Evcry honest militant who can sec thesc
facts dlvorced from thce faction strugglc, cannot help being
outragod by thc altogethor politically and morally criminal
attitudc of the POI and the JSR.

They divide the work among themselves., Navillc and Rigal
don't want to cnter unless they got an order from the Intcrnational
to covér theme At the same time they say to leoaders of the PSOP,
who rcpcat it to us, that they are going to entcr because they have
recclved the order and that thoy arc not being givcn any moncy.
Boltecl, on his sidc, who has falleon into dangcrs which I indicatcd
to him in thc polomics (Uculsm mixed with syndicalism) doesn't
do anything clso but exeort himsclf to pcrsuade whot is left of
the POI and JSR, not to cntcr. Bardin, who has a responsiblc
trade union job and who hasn't taken any active part in the
POI for more than a yecar has taken charge of the organigational
work of tho POI with the aim, hc says, of prcventing its ontry.
Whatever talk rcaches us from them is talk of hate and vengeanccs
It scems to bec the usual thing with families that fall out. In
any casc, wilthout a vigorous intcrvention, we stand to losc for
r;golztionary work somc fifty militants formed in thrce years of
cffort,
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For our part, we arc straining all our forccs to get our work
donc and to pcrsuadc them by cxpericnce. alonc. Wo appreciate
very wirmly not only the material, but cspeciclly the pelitical
tild which the Amcrican scetlon has rendered us, by sending comradc
Martel. We huve much to lcarn on questions of tactics, of orgo-
nization, of leadership. Ve have still to put to work the-prin-
ciplcs forged et tlic voery heart of the dirzct and living ecxper-
icnee of tho Populzr Prent ineSpain and in Frarnce. Conrade Mortel
contributed to this, during the two months he collaborated with us,
aside from his expericnce ag an old Bolshevik leadcr, the wholce
Gcecumulated experience of the American which showed itsclf
capable of capturing o party of the type of thc P80P, onc recully
not so good as the PSOP. But we here are much weaker in cadres
and in number, after the split.

The loadership mcans well but 1t is weak. In tho provinces
only do we have some good cadres. Just ‘bear in mind thot of the
most rceponsible comrades of the POI, that ls, of the Political
Burcau, I am the only onc who cntcred the P30P. This alone should
indlcnte to you your duty of intecrnational support, not only mate-
rially, but especially politically. When we' ask the Americin come-
radcs to send Martel back to us, possinly with Max, it is not, as
you may well imagine, becausc of our iiking for those comrades
c¢lonc. It is, bccausc, with the bricf time bofore us in France,
wc must supplement with International support thc weaknoss ot
our national cadrcs. The surest way is, of coursc, to create
nevi cadrcs.  But:to bogin with, thc old oncs must serves

Viith friendliest grcctings,
Clart '
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THE FRENCH QUESTION

(Spceeh of Jarics P, Connon at the Now York Mombership Mceting,
April, 1939)

Conrados: -

The action undcrtaken by our Party on the French question for

the past few months is the sccond sorious atteript at intcrnational
Intervention on our part. It is tho second tine in the ton yoars
ve have boon battling under the banncr of the Fourth Internat-
ional that ¢ have undortaken to give something as well as to ro-
ccive. The first sorious intorvention on our part in the inter-
national ficld, that is, in connoction with the organization of
the world congress, is less than a year old. You all know that
we cxpended great effort, timo of leading comrades, and matcrial
means in thc organization and successful carrying through of the
Ylorld Congrcss. It 1s not too rmuch to say that we contributed
very heavily to the succcess of that grecat histopic cvent. It

is not oven too rmuch to say that without us it would scarcely
have beon possible at the time it was victoriously carried through.

Now, I think cverybody rocognizscs that we have been ropaid a
hundredfold for all the offort and tirme and sacrifice that we
invested in the 'Jorld Congress. That is quite obvious. Thoe
forrmal launching of the Fourth International and the publication
of its program throughout thec world gave a great impetus to our.
work in thc United States as well as to the movercnt on an inter-
national scale. And it 1s not surprising now that wo should be
calked upon again, within less than a year, to take thc leading
part in an attompt to aid that scction of our international
roverent which is in the most acuto position. Our French scction
occupies the crucial placc on the front-linc battle ground of the
wholc world rioverment today. '

Our Party in many rospects has becn the most favored onc in the
wholc intcrnational movement. “Jo have had comparativcly good
condltions for the unintcrrupted development of our work. It

so happoned, w hether by accidcnt or not, that our Party carricd
over from tho past the richest inhoritance in thc shapc of oxpor-
icncod cadros. By this we wore able to maintain the continuity
of the rovorient and to bring over to the Fourth Intornational

the priccless oxperionce of the movement that had preccded 1it.
Then again, an iton of no srnall importance for which we descrve
no crcdit whatover - we live and work in the richest country in
the w orld. GMaterial moans at our disposal, thanks to the
richness of our country from which we got a few crumbs, cnablo

us to mako contributions which arc impossible for comrades functe
ioning in countrics whorc the crisis of capifalism boars down moro

hoavily upon the workcrs.

Now, tho dcvelopricnt of the whole Fronch situation to tho point

of thc most acutc crisis when it beccame obvious to all political
obscrvers that we were approaching the final showdown, put upon
our Party an oxtraordinary obligation. It placed before us a
rcal tost of our internationalism. And by and largc, I think

wc can say we tricd at lcast to live up to our obligations, and wo

arc still trying to do so. :
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Yo mado a general estinato of tlp French situation concorning
wvhich therc could be little disagrcomont among us. First, we

had to rocognizc the devcioprent of covents in Fpanco as crucial
for tho wholc of Furopoe for wernops years te como =~ to a ecortain
oxtent also for us iIn this couniry. “Jo vosognized that a showdown
vas near., The soecicl criais of Troach eapitalian was proven ine
goluble on thc presont existing tasis., Wo saw the structuro of
dermocratic capitalism erumbiing to pliccs bedorc the cyes of tho
wholc world., T/c saw that horrible farce of the Pcoples Frent,
vhlch had domoralized the rmsscs for so long, going down in tho
nost chamoful and nost disgraceful catastrephe - deceisive ovents
in which the forces of the prclotariat and the forces of tho
fascists would confront cach o6tner in the dccisive battle, cone
plicated by thce imnminont danger of war, wore imponding. Elther
wer or fasclsm, or wha* is pcrhaps morc likely, both of thom to=
gother ~ the Incscapablce problenm of fascism aupising in dircct
connsction with the war - was: tacre beforo us. ‘

I think wc all undcrstood that it was nccecssary for tho Fourth
Intcrnational and all of its soctions té rally around our Fronch
goctlon and give thon all possible assistance to put up a struggle,
cven though wo would be dofostod in this siruggle - and we can
never, guarantce viectory cilther in a rovolacion or in an incidental
undortaking on tho road to the revolubtion - oven though we should
‘bo defontod, wo would lcave bohind us a tradition of struggle in
Fpancc vhich would proparc the workers for tomorrow. &nd cvon

if tho workors of.Franco should be dcelsivoly defoated in tho ime
mediate ongagoment, wo do not scc the tomovrrow as so far away.

‘o know that capitalism has coric to such a point in its crisls,

in 1ts decath agony, that rictther war nor fascism nor both together
can do othor than further ajggravate .ac crisis and preparc for the
coridng incvitable cxplosion which will bring with it tho victory
of the prolctariat.. The doath agony of capitalism, whatcver

the inecldents along tho road, howevor thc course of its dcvolopriont
rnay bo deffrred tomporarily, lcads only to tho rcvolution and to
tho ultimato vietory of tho prolectariat. That is the goal we al-
viays have to kecep in mind and for which we always have to pro-
parc In nonients of dofecat as woll as in succcss,

Now, back in Novombor and Doccmber, our National Committoo begen
to take a ruch 1livelior interost that over beforc in tho Fronch
quostion., 'c all rocognized its crucial importanco. /¢ bogan
to rocognizc morc clcarly and morc docisivoly than boforc our
international duty, our obligation to tho Frcnch scction of tho
Fourth Intornational as that sector of our intornational novo-
rient that was in tho linc of firoc. '

“ic got cverything fron the Fourth Intemationals The Fourth Ihe
tornational suppliod us with our principlcs which arc tho breath
of 1ifc of our novoront, The Fourth Intcrnational is the in-
spiration vhich kocps the whools turning in tho Anorican Party.
Tho Fourth Intcrnational is thc staves which kocp tho barrcl to-
gethor, a nd we do not darc to forget it for onc rmoment. And

it was not too carly for us to bogin last Novomber and Decombor,
following thc World Congross, to think scriously of giving
somothing back for all tho rich gifts we have rocoived fron thoe
Fourth Intcrnational; to give not only cormionts and analysis,
but to givec also in practieal dcods and ‘actions; to try by our
intorvention, by our offorts, and by our sacrificos to influcnco
tho coursc of ovonts, not rorcly to talk about them and write
about thon,
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It 1s not sé much to our crodit that wo lct the Spanish Revolution
g0 by in thc capacity of obscrvers and comiontators -« rich and
valuablc as thosc ¢orments woroe. We would havo perhaps donc béttor
1f wo had triod to intcrvonc morc actively, aggressivoly, and
dircctly in tho Spanish ovonts. Among oursolves, we don't ncod
to concoal the fact that wo woro perhaps tho ono group in this
country that mado the loast offort at dircet intorvontion in Spain,
The Lovestoncites for a while had a ropresentative thore; the
Ochlerites had a couplo.  Evon "Weisbord pald a flooting visit to
Spain. Tho Amorican scetion of tho Fourth Intormational, the
strongost and nost adoquately oquipped onc, didn't do so.

It was high timc that wc .should try to mako a bebtor showing in
in tho way of dircct intervontion and dircet assistancc to tho
French comrades. And that was not mercly an altruistic docision
of our National Corriittco., It was not cven oxclusively an action
of solldarity with tho Nnternational movoriont. In the strictost
scnsc of the torm, 1t was thoe best kind of practical polities

on tho national ficlds Bccauso if wo havo a succoss in France,
if wo have a strugglo, or if only onc stop forward is radd in
Fronece by the holp of the Ancerican movement, wo shall bo tho
gainors a hundred tircs over. - o

and in connccection with this docision of our National Cormittce,
wec saw the most magnificont responsc of our Party cormrados that wo
have ever socnes Vo had a rovolation for thc first time of how
dcoply the rank and filc of our rniovoment is inspired by the sont-
iment .of intcrnationalisri; how far it is proparcd to go in the
form of sacrificos and offorts, far beyond tho normal capacity t6
afford, whon thorc 1s a difficult action in a crucilal situation.
That shows thc rovolut ionary spirit of our Party, no mattcr what
any pessinists or babblers say about it. It was bost cpitonized
by tho romark of Comrade Dunnc in Minnoapolis in conncetion with
tho ocxtradrdinary offorts mado by thc Minnoapolis corrados in the
Frceneh affair. He said, "That is only a snall tokon“pa?mont on
the groat dcbt that wo owe to the Fourth Intornational," :

Wic will never have any causc to rogret thosc offorts and sacrifices.
Inpulsive and genorous rcspénso in a critieal situation is always
and cverywherc the gonuinc mark of tho revolutionist, And cvoen

i€ our offorts in this irrecdiato situation worc not as succossful
in the irmodiatc scnsc as we hoped - and that unfortunatcly is the
casc =« nothing has boon wastod and nothing has beon lost. Tho

rich rcvsults will yct comc in spitc of ovorything. o

I think that wc worc .corrcet in our irpuliiveravolutionary roe-
sponsc to the Fronch crisis. But 1t appcars to mc aftor somc
oxpericnece at first hand on tho ground'in Franco, that our ana-
lysis of thc situation as of last November and Dccomber was not
froc fronm crvor, %c tondod to sco porhaps what wc wantod to sco
in tho Fronch gcnoral strike = the begifning of a now wave of
rovolut lonary strugglc of thc masses, which night bc comparcd to
tho cvents of Junc 1936. At a dfistance it was hard to know that
this was not thc caso, but it didn't take mo long on thc ground

to scc a-diffcront picturo, Tho general 8trike was o far ‘docpor.:
and - norc disastrous dcobaelc cven than we saw 1t from this country.
Fror1 all indications in thc wecks that followed the strike, it
could not be propcrly cnalyzcd as a boginning of a now advanco of .
tho..workers.  ‘Rathor it appoarod as a roar=-guard action that was
not only botrayod by the londors but alsp .novor wholo-hoartodly
ongoagod in by. thc massos. ‘ '
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The labor movemont of France is and has boon for sonmc time in a
very deep slump. VWell-informed tradc-unionists, who follow closo-
1y the trond of affairs in thoe labor moverient, gave me a nurber
of facts and figurcs to show that the tradc union moveriont, which
hod reached a total nemborship of approxinatcly 5,000,000 following
the days of Junc 1936, had rccecded back to no morc than 2,000,000
4t tho proscnt timec. The ncssos, discouragoed and disillusioncd
and derioralized by the betrayals ond defoats and doublc-~crossings,
have been leoaving the trade unions 1in grcat drovoes, This began
oven before the general strike. Tho great apathy of tho viorkcrs
is the truc pleturc of Francc today. e don't sco any class strugglc
actions. Wc sce roaction in full swing in the political 1lifc in
Franeo - thc parliomontary regime assuning morc and rorc a rolce
of Bonapartism by dccrcec without oven the control of parliaricnt,
all thosc signs ond synptoms that wore scon in Germany in tho
poriod when democratic capitalisr was eliding over to fascisn arc
to bec soon in F”anco with the single differcnce that the pacc 1s
cven nore acceleratcd thoro. Tho Pecoples Front has sorved its
purposc¢ to derioralize tho workers and lecavo then holplcss before
this onslaught of rcaction. The wrkors of Fponecc have litcerally
beon stifled by their organizations - by the Cormunist and Soc-
lalist Partlocs and the rofornist trade unions.

and then during the period that I was there wo could fcoel the
wcight of this pcessinisn and discouragemont in tho vory atnospherc
in the country. On thec top of that camc thc final catastrophec of
the Spanish dcfcat and tho fall of Rorcolona. More than a half
nillion rcefugecs viorc coring into F ance and into Paris, and the
wholo dtmosphere - I nust say bocaude we want to know the roal
sltuation as it 1s -« tho atmosphcre was onc of dofcat and discour-
agenent : '

Novi 1t appcarcd to mc thmt the majority of the }caders of our

Fpcench scction, the POI tonded to nisintorprot the situation and

its significance. Thoc fact thnt rcaction is on the offcnsive,

vhich 1s indubitablc, and that thc masses at tho moriont arc dis-
couraged, lcd somo comradcs to takc a defeoatist view ovon of tho
perspoctives, Thoy did not sce, as weo saw and as we undcrstand,
that all this swoop of rcaction, which is taking avay from tho
rmasscs all that thoy gaincd in the strikos of 1936, is only prcparing
the ground for now colossal oxplosions. o analyzcd the situation
in briof, that tho dceisivo battlos in France aro yct to corice
Othcrs - although I did not find anybody to frankly statc that,

1t could bc dcduced from thoir politics - tonded to taltc tho posi-
tion that the battlo in Fronecc is alroady lost. 4And naturally,

from this conflicting viow of tho siltuation, irrcconcilably opposing
codolusions ean’onky Bo drewn. : ‘

In spitc of the goncral rcaetion and tho goncral discouragerient

and apathy of the tradc wnion movencnt, wo have to rocognize in
F_aoncc that in -thc last joar therc has beon onc significant dovel-
ofricnt in thc camp of tHc politieally organizod workers. That iy

a split in thc Socialist Party in Fponco and the formation of a

ncw organization, thc PSOP. This was a split toward the loft

which was the rosult of a rovolutionary impulsc in thc ranks against
the Pcoples Front and all it significs,

Now thce PSOP, of goursc, began to tako shapc as a Contrist organ-
ization. But from out point of viow, that is, fron the point of
view of the Exccutive Cormittcc of tho Fourth I tornational and

fron the point of vicw of our National Committod also, such a
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phenoricnon = tho split of a roformist party and the formation of
a Contrlst organization « prosonts a two-sidcd picturc., It has a
duplicatc aspcet all the timo. Onc ean soc in it an obstaclo to
the dovelopriont of a rovolutionary organization. A now organiza-
tlon with anh ossentially radieal program but not a truc rcvolu-
tiomary dircction can oven bocormc an insurmountablc obstaclo,

But 1t 1s not only an obstaclc to onc who scos things from tho
point of viocw of Bolshovism, mad that 1s the only point of vicew
wobth anything in politics. It 1s not only an obstaclc but hn ope
portunity, for 1t rcprosonts to breaking looso of somo thousands
of workors fron their rofornist moorings undor conditions whorc
they beceome moro susedptiblo to rovolutionary influcncos. And if
it 1s possiblc for the rovolutionary party to undorstand tho sit-
urtion, and not to pomit it to cscapo from its grasp, it can boe
coric the opportunity for a stop forward, as was the casc twico

in the history of our S8mericon movoment.

On tho onc hand, tho PSOP con bocoric a now POUM on tho ordor of
tho Spanish party and thoreby can dostroy tho rcvolutionary pros-
pocts as surcly as did tho POUM in Spain. But if tho PSOP or
substantial parts of it, can bo fusod with tho Fronch soction of
tho Fourth I_tornational, and if out of it_con arlsc an cxpandcd
scction of our intcrnational movonont in Franco, it can bo the
ncans: of succcssfully lcading the rovolutidn, or in any casc of
conducting a strugglc that will proparc tho victory for tormorrow.

Now, as wo saw it, tho PSOP was ncarcst to us of all tondonciod

in thc labor movorient, in tho sonsc that they roprescnted a group-
ing of workers vho, for tho nost pawb, wero trying to find thon-
sclves in a rovolutionary movonont, And‘that indicatod to us what
wvas nocossarily tho noxt stop of our novonont = to nake a fusion
of our soction with the rovolutionary olcricnts of thd PSOP and
vith thosc olcrionts who want3d to be rovolutionary.

Hero bogoan the first of the difficultics &n Francoc. Tho diffi-
culty, I rwust say 4in ny firn opinion, was not in the general
sltuation, The difficulty was 'in oursclves - that tho lecadorship
of our Fronch scetion, unfortunately, vory unfortunately, was

not roady to carry oubt an activo, aggressivo policy in the faco

of this phonoricnon. Our F_onch scction is not only woalk in
nunbers, but still worsc, Yts lcadership 1s wcak in its understand-
ing of the cggressive noturc of Bolshovik politices., That is the
root of all tho ovil in Fpanco, ‘
Tho 'Fponch Party, ofter its omcrgenco from the Socialist Party of
Franco, was Irmecdiatoly hit by a paralyzing split in its ovn ranks.
It has rcmaincd preotty rmuch in isolation and has fallon into a
pollicy of scctarianism of the isccond dogroo. That is ny 'owm ‘tecr n-
iriology; I usc thgt term to distinguish fronm soctarianism in
principle, Thc F onch comradcs sottlcd acecounts with scctarianisn
in prineiplc in 1934 and rcjocted it in principlc. Sincc that
tire, I don't doubt, they have writton somc oxccllont theses and
articlcs about it. B,t in spitc of that, by cnd large tho Bronch
organization - ot lcast its lcadorship - rcnalned. scetarian in
thoir riontality, in thoir tondoncy té run away fron cornplicatoed
.81tuations, to find a noro pcacoful wninterruptcd routino actlivity,
whoroas tho naturc of Bolshovism 1s aggrcssive, always looking )
for soro now porspoctivo or possibility to onlarge its influonco
and cngrave its idoas on a widor circlo. ) o



Now, we have to meake allowances for that in France as in
othcr sections. The 1cadership in Frunce is without a broad poli-
tical ecxperience which 1s more or: less a rcflection of the general
weakness of the Europcan movement. The downfall of the Comintcrn
brought with it the most devastating consequonces. The whole
gcneration of leuders were corrupted by Stalinism or fell by the
waysidec. None of them came over or remaihed with the Fronch sce-
tion of the Comintern. None of the ¢xpericnces of thc old movc-
ment wore embodicd in the personnel of its leading cadrcs. The
POI has always been isolatced from the mass movement--cven from
scctions of 1t; and did not, under those conditions, develop an
cxperlencod staff of sufficient self-confidence and flexibility
to respond immedictely to new opportunities and to plunge into
new conflicts. '

Now, thesc weeknesscs, and abovo all the failure to under-
stand the aggressive, political methods of Bolshevism, peralyzcd
thc POI at the moment of its opportunity. Therc was no chanco
to lecad a revolution in Franée in the last poeriod, nor ecvon--
2s far as I could judge~--to load any significant actions of the
workcrs, But there was and is a real opportunity for the Fronch
scction of the Fourth International to connect itself with o much
larger body of workers 'in formont -and motion, to draw them into
the Fourth Intcrnational and expend the base of our movement in
prcparation for a new risc of the class strugglc that is to comc.

And not cven tho intervention of the Executive Committce of
the Fourth International, plus the intervention of our party
through a direct reprcsentative, was able to solve that problem
&t onc stroke.

The circumstanccs dictates a fusion of the POI and the PSOP--
that is politically absolutcly clear. Everybody agrced upon thaot.
Here was a Centrist organization breaking from Social- Domocracy
and proclaiming its desirc to make a revolution, an organigzation
with about 7,600 members even after it had sloughed off more thon
half of 1ts membcrship in tho Septembor crisis and the goneral
strilce~on the othor side--a scction of the Fourth International--
400 - 500 members, isolated from the masscs. o ’

As I say, everybody agrecd on that, The Executive Committcec
of the Fourth International, Comrade Trotsky, our National Con-
mittce and both factions of the POI-~the majority and the minority--
all agroed_on the necegssity of the fusion of the POI and PSOP.
But thoy agreod upon it in' a different way. At least, so they
all said. But many times whon I heard the majority of the POI
proclaiming its desire for fusion, I thought of thc story of the
profossiongl loafer who used to look for work and pray to God he
wouldn'f find 1it. Thoy werc for fusion with the calm assurance
thet 1t would never édome about,

The political problem existed in how under the given cir-
cumstances was it possible to realize tho slogan of fusion. And
hoyre - there wasn't agrecment. Fusion by a joint congress of the
two -organizations--that was the slogan and dcmand of the majority
of the POI. The only trouble with that slogon was that it was not
roalistice First of all, the relationshlp of forces between the
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two organizatiohs deprived .it of realism--about 7,000 members in
one organization and not more than 500 in the other. It wasn't
rcalistic for the smallcr organization to demand a joint congress.

Secondly, the PSOP had just a fewmonths previously held its
founding congress. The leaders of the PSOP had an easy answer
to the members of their own ranmk and file who wanted to come toge-
ther with our people. They sald: MWe Jjust had a congress a few
months ugo. We are going to have another one in May. We haven't
yot adopted our program. Let these Trotskyites come in--join
our party amd have the democratic rights of everybody elsc i@ The
slogan of the POI ereated no response in the ranks of the PSOP.

It rcacted, as a matter of fact, against us and not in our favor.
A#And that sccroed a norfoctly roasonable and rational answor,

‘ow fusion of the POI and the PSOP in the given circumstances
in France could be and can be realizcd only by é&ntry of our orga-
nization into the larger one. There is no other way. The morc
formalities and conditions that we put even for entry, the morc
we bulld fencés around ourselves. That coincldes cntirecly with
the wishes of the elements of the leadership who don't want us
in. The thing to do, very obviously in my opinion, which was also
the opinion of the Exccutive Committee of the Fourth Intcrna-
tional, was to enter the Centrist organization without ceremony
or conditions, and then create in that organization means to con-
duct "our work., . '

Shortly beforc I arrived in franco, the Lxecutive Committce
of the Fourth Intcrnational hceld a mecting and adopted such a re=-

commendati on-~recommending to the POI that it'should join the
PSOP, ' ‘ ‘ ,

It scomed to me, normally the recommendation of the Fourth
International should have sufficed. It is not pleasant to con-
template that the recommendation of our International Ixecutive
Commlttce does not carry a great weight in the affeirs of any
singlc section. I am sure our party would hesitatc ten times
over in rejecting a recommendation that camc with such authority.
But it scomed to have no bgaring in the poI. AL’ faction fight
gastfaging and the ranks were divided into majority and minority

actions. : :

1 arrived a day and & half bcfore the Congress was called.
It was held in an atmosphere orf sharp. factionalisn and antagonism--
with a split impending. I must say that I wasn't rcceived with
too much enthusiasm by the ma jority. Beforc I had a moment to
suy anything, they cxpcctod mé to be on the slde of thc¢ liqui-~-
dators and opportunists as they called the entrist faction. At
any ratg,.I didn't try to influcnce very much the decisions of
the congress. That would have becn impossible in such & short
time anyway. Togother with comrade LeSoil of Belgium who had
bcen sent by the Dxccutive Committec a8 reprcsentative to the
congress~-~he and I togcther tricd to use our influence to modc-
ratc the faction atmosphere, to climinate organigzational and
tcehnical disputes which might sharpen the atmosphere. In general
we worked for a policy of modcratione. .

We had o prettyclear impression of thc¢ results of the con-
gress the day beforc. The factions wore pretty well defined and
1t appcared on the facc of things that the opponents of entry
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would 'have about 604 dand the minority 40%. The minority claimed
that many delcgations were not quite correct and they intended
to.cortest & numbor gnd to dispute the majority of the congress,
Vie prevallcd upon them not to do that, not to press their con-
test to the point of split in the congress before the political
question would be discussed, and in goneral, as I sald, worked

to modcratc the atmosphere. The result of the congress in spitc
of thate-1in spitc .of the fact that tho minority-forewent its con-
test on delegates--ghowed a relationship of forces of 60% agninst
entry ond 40% in favor of it.

1 don't know , and I don't imow whether anybody knows, the
cxuct proportiorisy; But in agy cuse I know that was the minimum
strength of the minority--40%. 4nd without our knowledge, and
wlthout our intervention after the votes had been taken, thc
minority wallied out of the congrecss anyhow and announced its in-
tentlion to join .the PSOP. ‘

We decided to wait developments, and sinco it was manifcatly
imposelble to solve the problom at one strokc, to work towards
the solution of the problem in sections~-first with the mlnority
favoring entry into the PSOP, a nd sccondly, perhaps, with the youth.,
In any case, it was clearly going to be a drawne-out process and
could not be brought to a conclusion &t ono stroke., ‘

The intervening period gave me a good opportunity to mako
& closer study of the PSOP and this is suhstantially what I found
out about it. It was cstimated during that poriod that it was
9,000 or €,000 strong. It had orlginally about 20,000 members.
In the Scptember war cerlsis, the gecneral strike » and other events
1t had lost over half or 3/4 of its membership who had fallen out
or gonc back to thc Socianlist partye. VWe found out later, through
the investigations of our comradcs who Joined the PSOP, that it
ectually has no less than 7,000 mombers. In the city of Paris

1t has 145 branches and has organizations in 2ll the provinces of
Francc. '

The goneral composition of tho party 1s not so bad. About
half, porhaps, arc workers. Thc other half, I don't know what
they call them in Franco--white collar people and professorsg* Andg,
unfortunately, most of them arc not of theo revolutionary variety,
as with us, but more of the petty bourgecois type. There is a
Joke they tell around there--that the PSOP really means the Socl-
t¢list Party of Workers and Professors. For the most part, thesc
petty-bourgecols pedants exert a conservative Influonce in the
organization and play a role out of all proportion to their
rights. This 1is partly due to the peculiar tradition of the
French movement whieh does not dcvelop the profesgsional functionary.
And that is rcgarded by the Frenchmen as a wondcrful demoeratic
situation. They don't have a lot of burecsucrats taking up the
payments of the membership, sitting around and doing nothing cx-
cept gliving orders. The leaders of the party are peoplc who have
free time to give~-leaders in thelr spare time. This systeom 1s
the oppositc to.that of tho Bolshevik party which trains a pro=
fosslonel staff and glves it tho.leadorship of the movement.

That 1s the traditlon of Bolshevism. A*and so on = an awful log

I had argued with somec of the PSOP loaders on that quos-
tion. In that great party of 7,000 members they have, 1f I re-
nicmber corrcctly, one functionary--a technical man and not a pdlitical
leaders The leaders of the Socialist party in this country
before the war wore of the same type. They were prinarily
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generous professors, luwyers, preachers who had time to sparc.
The functionary of the party who guve his whole time was simply
the drudge who carried out the ordcrs. Thec real bosses who
reclly ran the party werc not giving their whole time to it,
We put a stop to this monkey-business when we formed the C. P. in
1919; 1t has no part in our tradition. I discussed this qucstion
with some of the lcadcrs of the PSOP.. Our party, wvhich ic
smaller than thcirs, has approximately 30 full-time functionaries
in the party and youth. It secmed: incomprchensiblec to them.
And yet one has to wonder how it is possible to concelve of
maling a revolution without a professional starlf,

The party has an enormous amount of agltationsl encrgy,
has. innumcrablc mcotings, publishes a weekly paper of. 20,000
circulation, has a movic department--in gencral it creates tho
irpression of o very active agitational party which is extremecly
suporficial in its thcory. Suchrs party, if 1t has a cadre of
bolsheviks and is equipped with a theoretical direction can
develops But if left to dcvelop bz itself, it can be smashcd
&t one blow. ’ \ : -

. The loadership has at least three definite currents, although
I don't think they cre organized into factions. They have a right
wing, close in its idcology to thc Socialist Party of France.
The grect block of the center, which is represented morc by Pivert,
has very much the idcology of thc London Bureau. The left wing,
vhich 1s not too strong, inclines very-much towurds cooperation
with thc Trotskyites, '1s very anxious to have th¢ Trotskyites
in the party, but is by no.means bolshevik. On.the whole, I
would say i1t 1s a much better purty than the Socialist Party of
the United Btates whon we.entercd-~much better in its composi-
tion, its zctivity, its freshness, and its leadership. It is a
far morc promising fiecld of revolutlonary dcvelopment. The:PSOP
is, of coursec, o centrist party in the real sense of the term.
But every centrist organigation is different. This is a centrist
organizntion vhich has only recently broken from the Social-
Democracy and 1s impolled by the violenco of the split on @
left-wing coursc. ‘United with a gonmuine left wing srovping 1t
can finish its development. Left,to itself, it can swing back
to its point of departurc.

The Leondon Burcau 1s intercsted also in its course. 4nd
the London Bureau represents a variety of centrism which on the
surface may appoar to be identicdl with that of the PSOP but
which is far worse~--it 1s,in large part, the centrism of ex-
Communists slipping back into the direction of rcformism and of
old hardened burcaucruts incapable of responding .to rcvolutlonary
activity. I considcr that the PSOP 'has the prospect of becoming
another POUM without difficulty, and of sharing its fate. On
the other hand , fertilized by the doctrines of the Fourth Inter-
national and influenced by its cadres within, & large part of
the PSOP can be brought on the path of the Fourth Intornational
rnd can stand at the hcad of the French masses in the coming
rcvolutionary struggloese. .

And that, as far as I could judgc, and as far as any qua-
1ificd political representative of the Exocutive Commlttec of the
Fourth International could judge--that problem is the main and
crucial problem of the French scction of thc Fourth International.
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From & political point of view we are not only responsible
for the POI, Ve bear a cecertain responsibllity also for the PSOF.
It depends on the Fourth International in no small degrcc what
willl be its further dcvelopmente-which dircction it will tale.

I" found 1t péssiblc without difficulty, in fact, withcut any
solicitution on my part, to have numerous discussions with var-
lous leading figures of tho PSOP., Of course, at -the timec I wont
ve had groat hopcs that our French section would respond to the
political nceessitios of the moment. We hoped they would be
roudy to aet in a way determined by political necessity, and that
I would, perhaps, bé useful as a result of our experience in such
matters, in negotiating rclations with thc leaders of the contrist
mnovement. I found 1t quitc possible to huve the discussions and
thc negotlutions, but, alas, I dldn't have thc troops to represcent.
Consequently, it becamo necessary on my part-to cut it out
bceause we had nothing to proposes It is very hard to be a good
diplomat whon you haven't got an army.

Now, things didn't stand still. Our onemles, us well as
our fricnds, rcacted to the intervention of the Amcrican party
and of comrade Trotsky and of the¢ Executive Committec of the
Pourth Intcrnational. _Our- friends reactod not too enthusizsatically.
But our cnemics, the London Burcou, flew Into a panic. It
appeared’ to them as 2 concentrution of the Fourth International,
which in a Wway it was. Thore wus the letter of Trotsky to Piv=-
ert vhich was known to all of tlicm. Thero was a roprosentative
of the American party in Franco. Thore was the fact that 40%
of the ROI=--although they didn't lnow thc por ecnt~=had already
Jolned the organization. The London Bureau, vhich exlsts only
for the purposeo of saebotaging the Fourth International, staged a
big concontration in France at the some times I was invited to
& discussion at’lunch with a group of leading figurcs of the London
Burcau. I, of c¢oursc, tecoptod bocause it 18 more or less a ’
practicd of mine to talk to political opponents. But it is partly,
I think, an illustration of the sectarianism of our comrades in
France that they don't 1iko to get mixed up in any kind of compli-
cations. They had visions of a big betrayal. The truth of the
matter was they considered my politics 100% contrist to start
wi:h. Of coursc, nothing camc of ite It Was purcly o diplomatic
dinnor,

I also had somoc conversations with leadors of thc POUM,
all of whom converged in Paris after their escape from Barcelong,
and all of whom, as was oxprossed by comrade Rous, came to Puris
to demonstrate that they had not lvarned anything from their ex-
poriences in Spain. I must say 1t was one of tho most depressing
aftcernoons I ever had, the afternoon I tulkod with Andrade. He
is a form¢r member of the International Communist League, vas
considercd the Left Wing of the POUM. He went through that whole
tragle cxporience. And after we got through talking about
the Stalinists and inarchists and other matters, I asked him,
"How do you ovaluate now the actions of the POUL in 'signing tho
program of the¢ Peoples Front and enterlng the government of the
Peoples Front?" He said, "I think we did right." There was
nothing more to tall about. I felt that 1t was absolutcly uselcsas
“to tulk to thesc peoplee They huve not léarncd anything from
their coxporicnce. The whole bunch of the London Burcau is the
same. Therc 1s not among them onco revolutionury purty. The one
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scetion of that group thet hae some vitalitym-the PSOP~~they are
trying with night and main to drag into that terrible -swoamp.

And that presents to us and to the workers 'of France an € norTous
danger. '

.Thesc poople of the London Burecau speccelalize in the étruggle
against us. They devote thomsclves to weasel attacks in the
corncr. Theéy shy away from cvery kind of politicul discussioh.
They use every other kind of argument to prove you can't get
along with Trotskyites. "Look at the United Statos--they
went into the Soclalist Party, they broke it up, and so on."

They ereate un atmospherc where everybody is placcd on thelr
guard agoingt our comrcdes beforc thoy begin their work. They
arc planning for the month of April--right at thc prosent timo--
another big mecting of their so-called Internationdl Front agulnst
Were It scomed to me tragle’that ot the momont whohlthese pcople
wore trylag.to polson the atmosphcre of the PSOP and to set up
obstacles and barriers -to our penctration that the leaders

of' our movement complement their work, The London Burcaultes
work to prevent c further entry of our people .and to hamper the
work of those inside’s Our locding comrades did overything they
could to accommodate thomselvce t0° that policy. The. Interests

of tho Fourth. Internationzl suffered by it. -

In addition to thzt,. a ncw headache dcveloped. You know
somcthing about the history of the Molinier faction and the deei-
sion of the world congress ratifying the expulsion of M. as &n
undesirable charachter. This elique, having completely exhausted
the possibility of further mancuvers with our Frcnch Section,
hud finally joinoed the PSOP, They entrenched themsclves--about
50--in the youth organization of the PSOP, and in & short timc
guined control of it. They claimed they agreed with the Fourth
International on everything but, of course, thcir "methods."

They conducted intrigucs against us in the ranks. Now, in that
situvation as it developed, it becumc more and more clear, not
only to me, but to thce other mcembers of the Fourth Intcrnutionsal,
that we had to accelorate the actions of our French comradcs.
They wcre -stewing in their oun Jjulces and making no progrcss
whatsoover--standing on onc spot. . Iitbok part in innumcrable
neetings. I never had so muny discussions, with so many peoplc,
over and over again. And always I came out, like Omar Khayan,
the sauc door whereoin I wont. ' ’

All this timc the walls werc being built up against our pone-
tratlon In the PSOP. The "entrist" group headed by Rous was !
g-ining ground, establishing ndw contacts, having really salmost
an open.door before thom, espeeially until the London Burecultes
decveloped an active policy against us. It wus almost that in
a short timo they had a debate on Free Masonry, which is o form
of chloroforming the class antagonism of the proletariat and is
& big issuc 1In Frunccs They had a discussion in Paris with
ubout 1,000 members of the organizotion in attendance, «nd the
rcporter against Free Masonry was onc of our comradese According
to the reports I recceived, a majority of those in attcendance,
partlcularly of the workcrs prescnt, supported thc position of
our comnradcs. . . .
Comradcs Rous, " Crapecau and others werc taken into the staff
of the official paper and-allowéd to writc articles right away.

-




We were in the Socialist Party a year, andI think, we got only two
or three crticles in the monthly discussion bulletin. In the Fe-
derated Councll of Paris, which has delegates from every branch, a
number of our comradés were drawn in as delegatos right away. Rous
was drawn in as a consultative member and given the right to take
the floor, Discussions began about the forthcoming convontion.
Rous announced there that he was going to propose the.transitional
program of the 4th Intérmational, and Pivert mude a motion that he
bé drawn on to the program Commission. B efore I left there, Rous
had drawn up his statement and had submitted it for discussion in
mimeographed form throughout the organization. Comrade Crapecu,
organized in tho 'space of a month two or three new branches in the
neighborhood he worked -

y;
.

In general, I cite all these facts to show that the general
atmosphere of the PSOP wns\favgrableuto the intervention of our
comrades and the fbssibility‘o thelr working: Rous wrote & pame
phlet on the Spanish g¢ntastrophe which is sold through Party chane
nels, os well as by -our group. : :

A week or so before I left they came out with a monthly maga~
zine almost as large as the New International, pudlished by Rous,
full of Bolshevik articles. While they wore doing this, the POI wes
not able to rocord any progross whatsoeover. We began to press the
leading comrades at least for the entry gof the youth of the &th
International into the PSOP to chase awny thdse Molinler usurpers
and glve the youth o revolutionary diroction. And then, finhally,
we had to concludo that therc was absolutely no political way out
in the next poriod except a complete entry into the PSOP. We be~
gon to press for an entry both of the adult organiszation and of the
youth. The result of tho pressure was that a ma ority 6f the Exe~
cutive Committee of the youth pronounced itself in favor of the
e ntry but did not have & majority of the rank and file. A strong
minority of the POI took a position in favor of entry. But were
not able, at least in the immediato sltuation, to awing the whole
thing around, - ) .

I dont know how that will- impress .you ~ whethor that 1s due
to incompetonce on my part or whoghQr it was o task that could not
be solved at one stroke = I don't know. It is posgible that the
task might have been accomplished more succossfully and more clever-
ly bo somoone elso. My opinion is that the problem was so deeply
rooted in political differences that it was utopian to think that
i1t could be done with one stroke. When you recall our own expere
lence =~ how long it took us to transform the Workers Party from a
mafjority of opposition to any kind of maneuvers with the Socialist
Party to a position where tho party would be ready to enter the
Socialist Party whem the situation became ripe, that it involved

ot least a .s0liqd year of a vory shaprp and protracted faction fight
énd .oven o 8plit, that the fight was conducted by a strong group

of the p arty, Wﬁgp you recall this, you reclize that such trans-
formntions, such victorics over sectarianism, are not to bc solved
overnight. ‘ . , .

Thon I, of coursec,. had additional hendicaps. The fact that I
was a foreigner and had language difficulties, and that it was necce
- sary for mc to work with the groatest caution, that I could not af=-
ford to go to memborsdhip moetings, and that the fact that I nover
had any cooperation from tho.leadors - and I was compelled to.work
cntiro%y ;hrough the loaderstényou can see 4t wasn't cxactly an
cas y task,
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In my opinion, now cfter thinking of the thing from a dlstance
sincc my departurc, the solution of the problem 1n Frunce cannot
comc by top ncgotiations with the lcadership, All the diplomacy
end cleverness in the world will not solve the problem, which is
that of smashing scctaricnism, And that can only be done by an ap-
peal to the rank and file of the organization, And this became
more and morc the opinion of the cxccutive commlttec of the 4th
International. _

A short time before I left, we held another mecting of the
cxcecutive committoe of the 4th International. We had reprosenta-
tives ffom Poland, from Greecc, from France, from the U.3., from
Englond and Belgiume At this mecting, after prolongcd discussion,
the ontirc oxccutive committeo, thc B elgium the English, Polish,
Amcrican, «nd onc other, I can't recall at tho moment, cxcluding
the Fronch, voted to recommond dgoin to the POI to cnter the PSOP
ond cmphasizoed its rccommendation that tho youth join immediatoly
and without conditions., N

When that brought no results, when tho comrades wero not dis-
poscd to yleld to that third intervention of the exccutive commlt~
tce, 1t scemed to me that we had come to a stalemate and that 1t
w ould bc unprofitablc for me to work therc under thosc condltions
until our N ational Committec had given the mattor further cone
sldcration. It scomed nocessary for mec to return home for con-

s ultation with thc N.C. = not about an abandonment of thec struge-
glc, but about a ncw form and mcthod of conducting it. -

Wc havo had this matter up for discussion in the N.C.s We
have taken decisions to continuc our intcrvention to mpintain a
rcprcsontative In France and to continuc to assist in cvery way we
cgns That is the way the matter now stands. ' I think we can be
rcasonably optimistic that in the noxt fow months we will succcod
in solving thc problome. I am surc that the position of the commite
tce willlbe supportcd by Comrade Trotsky also. Our Committec voted
unanimously to cndorsc tho deceision of the Exccutive Committec of
the 4th International in rccommending ontry into the PSOP. -

The'general conclusion as I sec it 18 that tho problem of the
French scctlon remains for us a problem of tremcendous importance
that 1s not diminishc¢d by thc difficultics that we have encountcrcds
Wec have to rccognizec that our attempt to solvc the problem et one
stroke has not met with success « That is not our fault, and we
nced not be discouraged about it. It only mcans we must try a now
mcans of attack. Wo have to tackle the problem from a new anglo
and try to solve 1t by stages. .

In any casc, & continuous intervention in France 1s an abso=
lute neocessity for use It is necessary for us to maintaln a rop=
rcscentative in France, to iss ue an appeal to their ranks in a form
w hich will bc bost calculated to get a responsc from theme

Whatcver the result may be, we arc the gaincrs for thc cffort
wc have madc. We have not only helped alrecady - and that is tosti-
ficd to in moro ways than onc by the grouponfidthhiInternationalists
in the PSOP - but we have also lcarned somcthing from it., We have
the satisfaction that we have oncc agaln transformed our intcrna-
tionalism from words into decde That in 1tsclf 1s a great stcp
forvucrd for our partye. v ‘
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Junc 2, 1939

Dcar Comradc:

e have just gone through a stage with the congross of the PSOP
which could have boen fatal for us if we had lcarncd nothing from the
cxpcrisnce of the past which abpove all tavgnt us how to work. You
will find 1in 'Juin 36' the basis for an approclation (motions, votcs,
spcoches) on the w hole sufficiont to have a gencsal 1dca of our
position in the party. You will sco the extent of anti-Trotriryism
and the dimocnsions of thce attack on it by thc minority called
"Guerin-tfleitz-Rous"., On our position, proporiy spcaking. I pro-
sentcd the draft of a program (adapting the Fourth Intcrnational
program to thc Fronch situation) as well as a cowrtor-resort on
oricntation, Our idcas weorc adopted by weaker fedcrations 1ilo
Bouches du Rhone, the Gironde, the Nord, Morozco, However, nonc

of this’ could appear clecarly at thc congrcss bocausc the masonic-
centrist burcaucracy multipliocd statutory obstacles.

This was, moroover, but a lcssor cvil, beccausc 1t was not in our
intecrcst this time to show our strength too muach. From thc pic-
turc you will bo able to get from the figuros given in Juin 36,

it follows that our influence in the broad scnso covers onc~third
of the PSQP and that thc PSOP roproscnts 4,500 to 5,000 mombors,

0f coursc, take in duc account tho fact that the summarics of
spocches énd in goueral, the congress reoport was writton by anti-
Trotskyist pcns.

During thc congress and in tho preparatory period, Comrddc Guorin,
without at all abandoning his oscillations, maintained toward us a
quitec honest attitude of solidarity. Of courso, hc is not a Trotsky-
1st. Hec littlc undcrstands Bolshevik methods. He 1s against tho
Fourth Intornational, decming it artificially constitutod by jyour

own will, but it must bo said botwoon us, that his attitudo toward

us was on all counts honcst, particularly when hz dcnounccd on the
basis of personal conversctions with Collinot the famous Marzist
Cofitor as a conter diroctcd against tho Fourbh Intcrnational.

Guerln cxprosscd shock at the violonce of cortain cxpressions in
Trotsky's last letter in reply to Pivyort. Of coursc, Pivert's ro=-
ply did not in itsolf meorit any other rosponso, and Buorin himsolf
had to agreceo.that this letter, half-insolont, half suspicious, in
tho stylc of a Froc-mason Philistinc, was a kind of provocation.
Hovover, 1t is a fact that Pivert's popularity is groeat in tho party.
The uncducated member of the PSOP bollicvoes Pivert on his word., In
this sonsc, thc criticisms of Guorin have some justificatioans, altho!
purcly fo¥mal. Sincc the PSOP doclarcs itsclf -unablc to publish

this correspondencc, which would have been preferable for circulation
purposcs, w2 will publish it iIn tho ncext issuc of Voic de Lenirnce.

In the summits of thc Party, Pilvert 1s the prisoncor of thc masonic-
burcaucratic clique. But at thc basc, thero is truc conlrism; spon-
toanoocus, honest, hesitant. Plvort ropresents both curronts at the
samc time and unfortunatcly, the working class basc sces itsclf in
him. You scc his mtthodl He 1s very proud of Trotsky's first
lotter. He shows it, with satisfaction, to all his frionds and in-
croascs theroby his personal popularity. Tpon his free mason fricnds
gradually bond him to suspicion. They deplet Trotslky as a sort of
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demiurge or dovil' capable of tho-worst manouvors. They pose condi-
tions, Thesc mothods of colonizations, thoy say in an indignant
tonc, must stop.” Honce the reply which oxpross¢é in part cvorything
that-1is roactiohary in tho antiTrotskyism of Gorkin, Brockway, and
the frooc masons. In.part, elso, tloro 1s fright, a sort of panic

in tho face of tho so-callod "groat Trotskyist manouvor" which ex-
ists honcstly in the ranks of the PSOP, -

The wholc art of anti-Trotakyiém consists ‘in utilizing thosc doubbs
and confusions, those panics and fears in bohalf of rcactionary
clomonts., Lot us not forget that oloments 1like Zollor worc at first
in the SFIO anti«Trotskylst and faught us fiorcoly in collusion with
the real burcaucrats. . Tho same phcnomenon exists in.bho PSOP. On
this subjoct, our fricnd Cannon, who.is 'truly an oxcellent tactician,
contributod in giving us an oriontation which we considor good and
and which we aro continuing, ovon aftor.this congross, vith somo
varictions. . We want to bo the .buildors on tho political and organ-
izational torrain of this party whigh has ncithor program nor organ-
izational mothods,

The oriontatlian of tho POI toward the contrists consists thrco=~
quavters in saying thoro is nothing morc to boc done in thc PSOP,
which 18 rotton, and that as a rosult,  one must bec contont with win-
ning a fow elomonts and working among tho youth. ' Wo roject such an.
oriontation as ridiculous and dangorous scctoyianisne For oxamplo, -
tho POI ontored in the 17th (district) declaring that it was not n
gncatién of onti, but of fusion and proposing tho issuancc of WJuin
36! d the 'Lutte! in common and in any caso the unitod front
with the threoo or four comrados who romained outsido. Those caric-
aturcs discredit us doeply and providc thc basis for all the contrist
bosh about our methods, In JSOP in tho l4th, Max, an ontrist cx- TSR,
declarcd that the party wos completcly rotton and that tloro was
nothing to do but to mako vidlont criticisms with a viow to spceding
up tho noccossary clarification and soparation. "As you soco, the
squoozed lomons arc not all on onc sido.: '

Wo aro going to undortakc, cspoclally in the coming months, tho task
of clarification and information on tho. Fourth Iptornational in

order to win a maximum  numbor of militants to our total program and
adhosion (in the form of unifigation) to the Fourth Intornational.

To speak schomatieally, it 1s possible to say that wo aan win 1,000
gorlous militants. But this.is abaolutoly impossiblc with tho

mothods ond orientation of tho POI. It is possiblo only on condle
tion that we be rcally sorious and disciplined militants of the PSOP,
building soctlons and rocruiting for tio party. I am also oon=;
vinced that cortain mothods arc not opportunc, at loast at tho presont
stagc. It 13 a faect that wo pecrmit oursolveos too often to bo drawm.
by our impationcc and that, in Franco in particular; we¢ havce shown _
oursclves incapablo of bullding an organization, not knowing how to -
work patiortly and ovon slowly, if nccossary, -not knowing how to

be tolorant towards workers ond militants who do not sharc tho wholo
of our point of viow. Expcricncc shows that the party, cven if it
rosts on a Bolshovik prognam, must know how to assimilato, attract,

or pormit tho cocxistonco of cortain clemontary worker curronts who
do not loarn cxcopt by cxpcrioncc. I was roally.frightonod by the
nunber of workors whom wo poermittod to fall into the hands of the
masonlc=contrist cliquo, in lamgc part through ogr incapacity and

our mistakos., . o ‘ ‘

‘.
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At the PSOP congress, I could citc not onc, but ten, fiftcen dcle-
gatcs at random who worc former lcading comradcs of tho CP in tho
Pyrcnocs Oricntalos, in Dordognc, Mosclle, Finistorc, or honest
bullding or metallurgical workors at Clermont~Fecrrnad, Marscillo,
Lyons. Wc had been rmancuvered in the Seine by being told to be
carcful - that 1t was a-loss advanced province, that It was for the
frcc-masons. On the conbrary, thoe province showod itsclf to bo
composcd of small feoderations but on th- vholo worker and psasant,
It 1s an cxeccllont way of lcarnipgg bolshcvisia to win thosc militants
to our idcas by positlve action. The anti~Trotskylsts know that
our fraction, with 1ts prudcnce, its way of making concossions in
mothods, 1s fundamcntally the most dangorous for their influcncoc.
That is why they try to make amalgoms, oither with the POI or with
the liolinlorists. It must be anticipatced that ih ordor to continuc
the oxporiment, wo may be obligod, dospito political solidarity to
appear distinct from cortain clemonts who also placc thomsclves under
tho banncr of Trotskyism, in casc thc POT docs not accopt our or-
lontation or if tho Molinicrists, scizing upon the cxclusion of
NMolinicr, stapo somec provoeations.

In concluding, I would likc to ask you to give us your opinion not
only on thc quostion of oricntation but dl so on a question infitmately
linked to 1it: thc tactic of tho Fourth Intcrnational in favoring thc
succossful outcome of this orilontation. At proscent, tho centrists,
the POUM, the ILP, ctece have gotton around the PSOP to make it ad-
herc to o Marxist«dcntor. An intcrnational conforence will takc
place in Scptomber for the dofinitivc croation of this now London
Burcau.” Thoro cxlsts in thc PSOP a confusod and irrcsolute currcnt
in favor of the invitation of tho Fourth Intornational to cxaminc

the possibility of unification in an intornational conforoncc. At
tho loft, this currcnt is rcoprescnted by Guorin-Weitz and is cven
making of thc invitation of the Bourth Intornational to the intor-
national conforconcc a sort of ultimatum. Of courso, decniing it in-
opportunc to have a practical docision made too soon on the qucstion
of the Fourth Intcrnational, we have supported thoe Woitz=-Guorin :
proposals for discussion and invitation to thc Fourth Intcrnational.
But to thot it is nccessary to roply by a policy both cntircly

supplc and offonsive, in the domain of information, facts, criticisms,
program on tho part of tho Fourth Intornational.

This- policy must bc bascd not on criticlsm of tho old dobris, but on
the dosirc of thc PSOP militants {o crecate a now intcrnational.

The Fopbth International, in its' lcadership, has unfortunatcly not
cxlstod for secveral months, The PSOP should have boen litorally
surroundced by solicitations, been tho objoct of a campaign of sole-
idarity and political ocxplanations whosc tomc should havc bcon
appropriatc to its composition and 1ts lovecl. Thorc is nonc of this.,
Tho Fourth I, tornational doos not move, whilc the contrists hastén
to conquer the PSOP. On the protoxt that the PSOP did net accept
the proposal of unity with the POI, thoy have beon lot drop. This
is not a policy. Thc Brockways, Gorkins, Lyvestonos and othors aro
morc substantial. Whilo fhey move, intriguc, attack, thc Exccutivo
Cormittoc of tho Fourth Intcrnational disappcars,” Naville docs not
oven want to comc to mcetIngs and will not attond, hc says, a moct-
ing which wec had finally agrced upon to put an ond to this intolcr-
ablc statc of affairs. ‘

Our fricnd Fauchol has arrived, and truly 1t would bo absurd to ask
him to scttlc in a fow days a situation so compromiscd, thc more
sincc ho finds tho POI in a statc of extraordinary docmoralization.
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It 1s absolutoly nccossary, if wo don't want tho Fourth Intcrnate
ional to miss a favorablc situation once moro, to makc an absolutcly
radical tum. It is necossary to declarc for the support of tho
PSOP, for an.intcrnational conforonce with tho POUM, the PSOP, and
tho Fourth Intcrnational. It is nccossary to tako the initiative
of counter-pPoposals. It is nccessary to accept a futurc invitat-
ion. At tho samo timo, of coursc, thoro must bo omphasized tho
dangors which tho anti-Trotskyist curronts aro croating for tho
PSOP, But thoso dangors must bo for us a further roason to put an
cnd to a policy which wo anlono, truly, arc tho oncs to undorstand.
If the POI docs not give 4n, it is nccossary to dcsolidarizo pub-
licly from it, - - ‘ _ ,

In thc POUM nftor tho collapso therc has boen a loft wing oriont-
ing toward us. Unfortunatoly faili 5. to havo assimilatod tho scct-
arian orrors of the past, our groupn?Muni):is,in proccss of lwmaving
this loft wing drain away in a Moliniorist diroction. It will not
bec possible to win in tho POUM any rorc than In tho PSOP anything
good In thom without broaking radically and in a much morc cnore

g tlc manncr than wo havo with tho soctarian, formalistic, litorary,

artificial mcthods of tho past.

Such aro the fow considorations I submit to you, I know that thoy
rofloct in the proscnt actuality tho advico you have ofton given

us. But 1t 1s a quostion now of knowing if thc cadres of tho Fourth
‘Intornational arc going to bo contont to condomn scetarianism in -
words without discmbarrassing thomsclvos of the survivals of lcaguos,
circles, and scets., o -

With fraternal grcotings,
CLLART



THE PSOP TURN

by Joc 'Gpoon and Carl Hanloy

“hen wo first' found oursolves in disagrocmont with tho International
Scerotariat on the Fronch quostion, wo naturally proparcd to bring
other comrados to our way of thinking. Wo worec surpriscd and
troubled to find that this would not bo our problom. Instoad, our
job t111 now undonc, turncd out to be that of finding channcls for
discussion. Mcans of communication which, from our thoorctical
understanding of party domocracy, we had supposod opecn, proved to
bo shut tight. And for us, thc quostion of innor party democracy
loomed beside the Fronch question as a paramount issuc. We will
therofore take up some space relating to our offorts to bring the
Frcneh question to light, hoping that this may causc comrados to
scrutinizc more closcly tho party's domocratic machincry.

Shachtman's account of the Munich disillusionmont and thc Novembor
30th gencral striko, his doscription of France as the most vital
scctor in ,the world rovolutionary front, fircd our onthusiasm.
Morcover, we had rocontly worked in the POI and knew Shachtman's
vords to bc truc. His mention of a possiblc fusion bopwoon the POI
and thc centrist PSOP disturbed us. - .
48 timc passcd, cortain dovolopmonts causcd our unoasincss to growe.
Ncws rcached us from Froénch comrades of o split in the POI, but
within our party which had just turncd. cyos toward Franco, doad
silloncec reigneds. It was as if France had nover oxistced.

Wc dcceidcd that the timo had comc for open discussion on F ancce,

and proposcd to our branch that 1t rccommond publication of an intcr-
nal bullctin - which was our idca of what a party discussion should
bec. "

Sincc our branch E.C. consists of rclatively old and rcsponsiblo
comradcs, wo will horc deseribe thcir roactions to this proposal.
(1) "The 8P is just bocoming a mass party, and this 1s no time for
inncr-party controversics." (2) "Publish no bullctin, but confinc
thc discusédon to a Now York mombership mocting," (35 - and this
after cndless argument - "Rocommond to the Political Committce that
it takc"what steps it sces fit to inform the rank and filc on
Francc.

This last proposal was submittcd to our branch mombership, and whon
we opposcd it in favor of a frank dcclaration for an intcrnal bull-
otin, an E.C. mombor callod onc of us a "suspicious charactcr." The
E.C.'s motlon was passcd by a morgin of onc. Moanwhilc, othor
branches in diffcront parts of thc country, as woll as somc YPSL
units, bogan sonding in roquosts for an intcrnal discussion on
Franco, '

The discussion which the P.C. "saw fit" to pormit was a mombership
mcoting in April at which Comradc Cannon gave an cxtonded roport -
other speockers being limited to five minutos. For the party outsido
New York City, France rcmaincd a burning quostion-mark, untouchod
by the fow bricf and uninfomative items which tho Appcal began
publishing two months aftcr the split.

at thils momborship mocting, Comradc Cannon criticizoed as scetaricn
the majority of the POI which rofuscd to onter tho PSOP, and ap-



provoé tho aotion of»tho minority which disrogardod tho domocrat-
loally fomeod .doclsion of tho POX and split awaye = =~ :
R A SR Y £ _ \

Thot mooting thrcc months ago -complotod. tho:intornal discussion

so wldoly domandod by tho SWP rank ond filos If any conclusion is

to bo drawn from all of this, it is that a vory important foaturo

of SYP party lifo hns boon pormittod, if not forcod, to doeay.

Whon wo wore in Franco, tho POI was publishing o vory vital intornal

bullotin cach monthi .But within tho SWP, ‘discussion, as can be

sogntfrom tho first Intornal Bullotin this yoar, has rcachod: a low
point, - . : ' ". : ' ‘

& % #

" Boforo turning to tho Pronch controvorsy, it would bo woll to oxe
amino a fow less~ known facts about tho portios involvod.  Tho
Fodoration of tho Soino, an advancod group within the SFIO (Fronch
SP) split from tho Blum part¥ last yoar undor tho loadorshlp of
Marccau Pivert, calling itsolf tho Parti Sociallsto Ouvrior ot Pay-
san. Tho Fodoration had boon outatanding not only for its progross~
ive charactor, but also for its.ago, traditions, and scparato bure
caucracye. Thoso apparontly contradiotory foatures - progrossivo
character and strong burcnucracy - 'woro 1llustrated by tho adhoronco
of tho Fedoration to tho Iondon Byroau whilo still within thoe SFIO.

During tho 1936 sitedowns, which TnotSkw'ﬁrootod with an articloc
cntitlod "The French Revolution Has Begun", the Fodoration showod
fow signs of tho rovolutionary charactor now being road into it.

If lofitward motion in contrist groups is charactoristic of pro-
rovolutionary situations, vhy didn't wo hoar about tho Scino in:
19363 ‘Tho answor bocomos apparent. whon you considor why wo did
hoar about ‘it in 1938, - In that yoar thc Solno-split from Blum

over thd Popular Front and colldctive socurity. Tho-.objoctive
situation wasn't half.as hot as in 1936, but tho dotall causing tho
split -~ Popular‘Frontism « was important and spoctacular. That's
tho most that can bo said for thc birth of tho PSOPs Unfortunatoly,
much morc is being 8nid for it. o :

The immodiato roason for tho brook was intorosting. The Sgnato roe
fusod to grant Procmicr Blum tho powor to rulc by doerco - the samo
power Daladior latdr usod to broak tho striko, Blum, paralyzoed

and onragod at tho Sonato's insults, novorthcless frovnod:on any
attompts by tho working class to -help him out. Bgpt thon, Pivort -
stagod an anti-Sonato domonstration, - This hugo dog, licking ond - -
mauling Blum at tho time ho most wantod to léok rospo ctableo, ncodod
o kick despito its good intontioris, - Blum and Pivort split ovor tho
anti-Scnato demonstration. . c ' ‘

If tho broak had comc on tho ercst of o wavoe of militancy, with .
tho rank and filo forcing tho hand of tho loadorship -~ if tho issuoc
at stake had bornc somc rosomblanco to a rcvolutionary or oven a
transitional domand = thon tho PSOP might bo corrgetly viowed as

an cruption of tho rovolutionary clomonts in soarch of Marzist
lcadership; but tho inconscquontial naturoc of the Blum-Plvort
argumont, togothor with tho fact that tho split opeumrod during a -
1ull in tho cyclo of working class militanecy,.indicatos tho true
nature of tho broak: o tochnical disputo among SFIO burcaucrats.
This fact is:fully borno out by Pivortts.,subscoquent attompts to
rcturn to tho konnol = an attompt which failod only bocauso Blum
wouldn't hoar of it. Wo bolshoviks anllowod oursclvos somc wishful
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thinking bccausc Popular Frontism sccmed to bo an issuoc. 7That
was o misealculation.s 'Whon onc burcaucrat bites anothor burcaucrat,
that isn't rovolutionary nows, cvon though profound issucs may
be flung around in t he mclooc,

A bricf but docisive delincation of the PSOP 1s furnished by thrco
stages 1n 1ts history as an indopcndent party.. Whon tho stink

of the SFIO bocamc too strong for thc noscs of thse loft social
democrats, thoey split away from Blum dnder the loadsrship of that
inveterate contrist, Marcoau Pivert (who later triod to got his
waywerd flock back into the fold). During the Czcchoslovakian
crisis, the PSOP turncd dovm the POI's proposal for a united

front against impcrinlist war, stompeding instcad toward a con-
fuscd herd of pacifist organizations (CSAGG) which supportod Dala-
dicr and@ thc Munich Pact. During thc gonoral strikc two months
1go, thc PSOP rcfuscd unitcd front action with tho POI on a minimum
programe. , .

By a2 happy accidont - tho SPUSA's position on collcetive sccurity-
the PSOP bcocomes avallable for closa inspecction by thosc who arc
fomillar with the American scenc. If you're too far away to soc
and undcrstand the Fronch animal, you have but to look at the
Sociallat Porty of the U.S. . With its rcactionary hond, its Clarity
wing raking rcvolutlonary noisos, and its rcar cnd turncd agninst
collective sccurity, it furnishes a porfoct .domecstic breed of tho
PSOP. . The likonoss is almost comploto. /

"But thc SPUS. is dwindling and degoncrating, whilc tho PSOP is
cvolving to ths left." Wo can hear that chorfis of protosts in
advanccs. But to statc that tho PSOP 13 moving in a loftward dir-
cction is mercly to doscribc the approach of the rcvolutionary
crisls in Francc. Tho samc loft forment can be found in Blum!s
party, and probably within tho F,cnch CP 1tsclf. Why singlo out
thoe PSOP as thc whitc hopo of tht rcvolution? Would its hopolossly
contrist lcadors cooperatc any rmorc with the bolshovilks than would
Blum 1n 2 rcvolutionary crisis? Obviously not; the crisis would
only deostroy what illusory differcnceos still romain betwoon Blum
and Pilvert. ' :

But w¢ nood not look into the futurc to sco Pivert!s inovitable

Jump back into bed with Blum and Faurc. In his Jamuary lccturc,
Comradc Shachtrman 1llustratod the approach of critical dags by

stating that "cven" the SFIO has it s anti-war faction, the Faurc
group, and dovoted considcrablo irony to the pro-Daladicr form

this anti-war sontiment assumcs. * But Comradc Shachtrnan theroby
illustrated the imaginaryneature of the line dividing the PSOP from the
SFIO0. TIc would doscribs the approach of the crisis similarly -

by pointing out that "cven" the PSOP took an anti-war, pro~Daladicr
poslition.

To hail thc left cvolution of a contrist party is mercly to rcjolec
at onc of the dcfinitive charactoristics of an approaching rovolu=-
tilonary situation,  lhon Comradoe Shachtman sgys, "tho contrist
party 1s moving rapldly to thc left; thecrceforc lot's fusc with it,"
that has a smooth sound. Translatced into Marxist language, 1t
noans: "o rovolutlonary crisis is npproaching; thcrcforc, lot's
fusc with tho contrist party." And that sounds terriblc.



= The Stalinists -

In his talk last January, Conrade Shachtman made reference to
the dissatlsfaction of the Stalinist workers in France. This
subject alone desgrves an contire thesis. Here i1s what Fred
Zeller, JSR leader, said of the Stalinist workers in 1935:
""orkers, especially petty bourgeois without any Marxist edu-
cation who became radicalized under the pressure of the crisis,
will still belleve it (the CP) to be the revolutionary party
It was until 1926 and vill take longer to realize that Stalin
hasg lcarned nothing and forgotten everything of the great
teachings of Lenin, ’

"7e sec the truth of this when, in the joint meetings vh ich we
have had with CP militants or in private conversations, we show
them the meaning of Stalinist degeneration. Not rarely, these
corirades reply: !'That 1s not true. ¥We have not changed. ‘ic
arc still the same. We have remained faithful to Lenin. Ve
are still revolutionary defeatists. ‘e are also for a workers'
and peasants'! government,!" v '

These words are almost the exact duplicate of conversations

the writer had held with Stalinist workers (seamen) up to the
tine of the Czech crisis. In later conversations, if these
workers have been sullen and taciturn, it was only to conceal

the anxious beatings of their own hearts. To Zeller's account,
the writer wishes to add only this: that the Stalinist workers

he has met and talked to, both in France and on French vessels

in New York, have filled him not only with sadness but with

hope, for they are the most class conscious, the most courageous,
the riost admirable people he has ever oncountercd.

The w orkers now lcaving the French CP by the thousands rust
not be confused with the petty bourgcois and backward proletar-
lan accretions that grace the CP as d result of its chauvinisn
in the past three years, (The last-mentioned elements were
delighted with Humanite during the Czech crisis). The workers
now abandoning the CP are the most revolutionary workers in
Francce Their present desertion is not the sudden thing it ap~-
pcars to be. Disgust with the CP line has been growing among:
them for a long period; they hung on to it becausc they lacked
the ‘theoretical training to discern the flaws in popular front-
ism, and because the CP with its October traditions, seecmed to
them the party that would make the French revolttion. These
workcrs are literally ready to mount the barricades tomorrow.
Tho illusions which caused them to pay reluctant homage to the
CP started oxploding during the Munich crisis. ©Not through

the rcading of theorcetical documents, but through their own
cxporience, it became clear to them that the popular front and
collective security werc nothing but a mask for rank jingolsm -
not, as they had supposod, a clever sleight of hand to scare
Hitler. And now these people arc abandoning thelr last reform-
ist illusion. They arc bitter and ready to fight.

These are the people who in 1936 paised the red flag, embroid-
ered with hammer and sickle, to the high stcel rafters of the
French factories and told cach other, half-jokingly, half-ser-
iously, that the revolution had come. These are the people
who, during the hcight of the 1937 "pause" (a period when thelr
leadership broke all records for class collaboration) wrote

on the walls and streets of Paris "Les soviets partoutil" Talk
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of Pivert and the PSOPI

The mistake .of calling their desertion "demoralization" (Shacht-
man in his recent talk) has d certain irony., The Stalinist
vworker w ho has soen L'Humarite join Doriot!s Liberte in sun-
moning the French masses to their death, who has beon revolted
by this spoctacle of foul wa r-mongoring, and who has torn up
hls CP card, did not thoreby commif an act of donroralization,
This was a gosture of high revolutionary consciousness. But
tomorrow, that red-hot revolutionary fefvor may turn to cold
white ashs Thercin lies thc irony of calling a Stalinist
worker demoralized. If nothing is dono = quickly « hs will
fulfill that prediction. '

During this earthquake in the French CP - far more important
than tho left ferment in the o0ld Soinc Fodoration - where was

the POI? It was putting out a woekly, sometimes bi-weckly paper
and nogotiating with the PSOP and Anarchist leaders for "permancnt"
united fronts, Even the Algerian workers - dynamite 1in the

hands of a revolutionary party during a war crisis ~ wore for-
gotten whilo we followed, ‘as through a microscope, the moods of
the PSOP bureaucracy., Lot it be related to their ctornal credit
that a few iron-hearted JSR's. distributed anti-war leaflets

at the Garoc de 1'Bst whilo. troops: wore entraining for the Maginot
linc. (They woero immediately arrosted of course), Yet this

act of inspiring courago was also an aet of adventurism. Where
were our united fronts? The Stalinist workers would have

flocked to thams Answver ~ we werc too busy with the PSOP.

Yot tho cerosion within the CP continues and will continue. Those
vorkers who wero not sufficiently disgusted with Humanite's do-
fonse of Czochoslovakia will soon becoomo disgusted with the fdoc=-
fonso" of Algoria and Tunis, or w 1th a future "orderly" onc-
day strike - factory occupations strictly forbidden, They will
look for a party that shows itsolf to be rcvolutionary in action -
in unitod fronts. Will the POI be there for them? Or Wil i

bo in the PSOP, debating with the reactionary lecadership in*
internal bulletins and in its indopendont press - with the
Jouncsses proveonted from distributing handbills, this’ timo, by
party disciplinc® ‘

~The Neco Decstoure

The Noo Destour, Algorian Notionalist Party, is a rallying point
for tons of thousands:of Algerian workcrs in France, and carrios
consldorable influonco in Algeria., It staged the hostile dom~
onstrations which badgered Daladicr during his warlikc tour of
African colonics a fow months agos Thls party has maintained
fratornal rclations with the POI. Ta Thu Tau, imprisoned Fourth
Internationalist lendor of Indo-China, 1s ofton mentioned by
Algorian vorkoers in thc same broath with Messall, their ovm ime
prisonecd leader. At a Paris meeting which the writor attended,
a thousgnd Algerilans cheered Rousset, POI, as much as they 4id
speakers in tholr ovm tonguel Loss warm reccoptions woerc accord-
od to the spokosmen of thc Gauche Revolutionnaire - naturally,
Sincc thoy had loss to offer., :But unfortunatecly, actions of-
unity falled to follow Roussot's words of unity. Again, tho

POI was too busy with the PSOP, ‘
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-tho POI-

Estimatcs of the POI memboership (boforo the split) ranged from
400 to 700. 1In addition, Frcd Zecllor in his pamphlot, The Road

for Rovolutionary VWorkers speaks of 2,000 JSR!'s (Fronch YPSLS).
"hothcr thoy stIET oxigt or what has becomc of them romains une
clears, At tho timo this writer workod in Paris, the JSR!s

wore vory much in ovidonces Thoso 2,000 cannot conccivably
have becen lost to tho rovolutionary movomont since Zoller wrote
the pamphlets It 1is rcasonablc to supposo that they aroc still
Bolsheviks, waiting on the sidolincs bocause of the inactivity
of tho POI, and that thoy would go into action again tho momont
the party revivod,

At tho time tho POI split, it had boon conducting months of
ncgotiations with the PSOP party tops for ."organic unity on a
ninimam.program" a nd for a "permancnt(sic) unitod front." The
differcnce betwoen "organic unity" and simplo ontry is in reality
nogligiblc, and thoso who remaincd outside tho PSQP-aftor tho
split had bocn advocatos of the former policy. Actually, tho
cntrist group violatod not the basie policx of tho POI, but its
disciplincs Standing apart from both the "organic unity" faction
and. tho ontrists worc a group of largoly prolotarian oloments
wvhe advocated indopendent action and united fronts. Thoso have
lately bocn contomptuously designated as "the trade unionists",

In our opinion, they arc the Marxists of tho POI.
O . '

Now vhat 1s thls Fronch controveorsy vhich, through tho siloneo
of tho P.C., has acquircd such a mysterious and almost sinistor
charactor? Is 1t the o0ld prineiplod question, the foud botreon
tho liquidationists and the "soctarians" which soparatos us from
the splintor groups? Efforts have beoon made by various comrados
to place tho controversy on this plane, "Tho Fronch Oohlorites"
1s an oxpression rcecently come into fashion in cortain circles,
In.our opinion, this mothod of argument 1s rogrottablc, Cannot
thcso comrados concoive of a situation in vhich the policy of
cntry might bc open fo quostion? Camnot they imaginc that an
opponont of cntry might not be an Oechlorito or Fioldtte, but an
honost S"Per? - '

No, the roal crux of tho mattor lics precisoly in tho quostion
whother France 1939, 1s oithor thoe time or tho place for our
old SPUSA manocuvcr, -

The sotting for our ontry into tho SP of the USA was favorablc,

In passing, we registor our disagrcomont with somc of tho internal
mothods uscd to convince thoe WP, and lator with the policy of
splitting avay over a comparativoly trivial issuc, whon a major
onc (Spain) romainod untouchod,

But in spitc of thesc dcfocets, the mancuver wont wolle. In a vast
sctting of backward workcrs, on whom tho capitalist crisis had
yet to imprint its lesson, and with thom our work as a party was
a todious and long dravn oub prospcet, horc was a rolatively
small ccentrist group with a loft formont. A chancc to mako ocasy
mon2y politicallyy and wo should and did take it.

A
.

:



Entwy vas the best motlod for many rcasons. In erucial periods,
the wa 11 scparating the rank and file of politiecal partics dis-
solves in cxecitement and militaney; but at tho time of our cntry
that wall still cxistoed, and it vas ncccssary to surmount it. Ve
could do that, sincc the SP was sufficicntly small for our mombors
to makc themsclves folt, and since e verc concerncd at the timc
only with the SP - justifiably so. Morcovcr, since both the SP
and the TP verc partics week In factory clemonts (fraternization
within factorics is both impertaont and casy when partics have
prolctarian composition) vc solved the problem of froatcrnization
by cntry.

“/hen Shachtman, last danuary, spoke of scnding to Francc a corrade
(Cannon) cxpericnecd in the cntry mancuver, he made it appecar that
this tactic was something to be transplanted from the U.S. onto
Fronch soils dctually, none of the conditions favorablo to the
Arnicrican tactic oxistced In Franco,

Both thc' PSOP and the POI arc largely prolctarian pertios (we
have comrados in such important cntcrpriscs as the Reynault Auto,
the Gnomec Alrcraft, the Paris subway, the Marscilles docks, thc
Lillec motallurgical wobks) and the POI has bocn an important
Factor in thc moleccular prccess of rcvolutionizing not only PSOP
workors, but mjilitant Stalinists and Socialists as woll., The
running war crisis has brokon down party walls = thc PSOP in-~
cludcd - to the point vhore Stalinist workers, for cxamplc, phy=-
sically defonded POI militants against Stalinist lcaders in fact-
orics. This solidarity, if i1t wcrc only oxploitcd, could be
vorth ten cntites, ' '

But by far thc most important diffcrcncc betveen the French and
Aricriean scttings 1s the condition of the Bronch prolotoriat.
Instoad of being the only hopeful political group in a barrcn
lond of backward vorkers, as was the SPUSA, the PSOP was but onc
political cxprecssion of a wa ve of mass militancy, of dospair

and scarching for lcadcrship such as France has scldom scon. Tho
Munich crisis had unmasked tho imporialist war; Stalinists, Soce
lalists, colonilals - ll were on the move, Algerian longshorcmen
at Marscilles struck in the tccth of war mobilization; dcmon-
strations and riots incrcascd in North Africa and Syria (they
haven't ceased yet); CP workers loft thoir party in drovcs; ncw
CGT cloctions opcncd trap-doors bencath Stalinist burcaucrats.

4 featurc of this rcsurgence of militaney was the Noveombor 30th
general strikcs In calling it a protest against the Daladicr
fascism, thc CP attomptod unsuccessfully to hido from thco workers
the truc naturc of their own strikc. The Stalinists, within the
imediate memory of the French workers, had handed over to Dala-
dicr this very dictatorship; and worcover, it was a dictatorship
vhich, as Daladicr madc perfcetly clcar, would prcparc France -
for the very war which thc Stalinists had becn shricking for.
French vorkers know this, and their strikc was an anti-Stolinist
strike, as cvon so confuscd a journalist as Raymond Grahanm Swing
could point out.

It failed, not hocausc the government made it a military crime,
byt beeause thy CGT criminally sabotaged it. The most advance
viorkers, forcsccing bloody rout &f they carricd on the struggle
that their lcaders had wrecked in advance, dccided to beat a
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retroat, and this was on act not of dermoralization but of recv-
olutionary intcllégonccs The less advancod worliers carricd
througlh their strike - also o rcvolutionary act, but onc showe
ing inoxperioncecs Even so, the reeol strugglc against tho stato
flashod hero and there 1ikc lightning, Around Lillo, mincrs
fought thc gardo mobilec and sang tho Intornationalo. Un tho
rcd suburbs of Paris, tho govormmont found it noccssary to
orcet barricadcs and machinc-gun cmplacomonts. 1In Havre, sailors
openly deflod court-martial to striko on their ships.

Comradc Shachtman, doscribing this situation last January, viowed
- the Freonch revolution os a roal possibility for 1939, 1o agrood
vith hims Mass disillusionment with the Stalinists and tho
popular front, strikes that sabotaged tho war machinc and chale
lcnged the bourgeols state, opon dofiancec of the military - such
a conflagration could not but mcan that thec vorkcrs worc rcady
for rcvolt. 4 -

“ng this any timc for the rovolutionary party to bury itsclf in
a "contrist party with o loft formont"? Nonsonsocd All Francc
was 4in 1cft formontl o

"icX1," ropliod onc .conradc discussing this point, "wo couldn't
cnter cvory party in Franco, could we?". That romark indicatos
the dcgreo to vhich ontry has bocomo an obsossion with many of
our membors. Is ontry the only tagtic of which tho Fourth In-
tornational 1s capablc? Vhat has bocomo of the United Front?
Not oncc havo we hcard that tactic soriously mentioncd in con-
noction with France., : = - ' :

"But tho POI hasn!t got tho numbers for such a thing," somo

have protestcd. That objcetion is mochanical. Tho strcngth of
a rovolutlonary party rcsidos not in its nunbers, but in the
massos 1t can.sot in motion. (And don't forget about tho 2,000
JSR's, you number fiondsy) Vith its prosont mombership, an ado-
quatc organizatlonal machine and a rogular press, tho POI could
tap support morc widosprcad, rclativelcy spcaking, than tho
German CP in 1932, c

Let us cnumcratc somc of the ossontial foaturcs of tho tactic
thaet would accomplish this - the Unltcd Front,

It 1s, by its very naturc, a thing of the rank and filc. Loadors
play an important rolc in 4it, but thcir most important funsotion
is to romovc thamsclves as obstructions. Somctimes spontancous
unitod fronts occur dospitc opposition from tops - as in isolatcd
instancos botween the Gorman Socinlists and Communists in 1932,
This is inmportant to romombor.

Tho unitod front is the countor-attack of politically divorsi-
fiod mnsgos: against capitalist roaction. Exoccpt in sovicts, it
is a tcmporary thing, on a ninimum program,

In pcpiods of incroasing crisis, tho program of tho Unitod Front
rubs centrist loadors the wrong imy. Thoy go into it ngainst
thoir 7111, as a rcsult of mass prossurc. It is thoeroforo tho
duty of tho rovolutionary party, initiating united fronts, to
make its offorts known to tho rank and filc of othor partios, and
to prosont thom with 2 program which answors noods which thoy
focle This at tho samo timo that nogotiations proccod with
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party tops.

The unitcd front is a tosting ground whorc contrist partiocs ule-
timatcly fail, and where tho recvolutionary party comes to the fore.
This 1s cq ually truc vhero tho coentrist lcaders rcfusc to join
and unmask thomsoclves in that vay

In action, the unitdtd front 1s an onormous magnet, attracting to
it workers vho had not jolnod at tho outsct., A rclatively small
group, .cmorging as lcadors in such actions, may find thomsolves
tho head of .an offensive Immeasurably groateor than anything they
could sct in motion by other means., '

Thoe unitcd front docs not tic the hands of the rovolutienary
party. If ccntrist lcaders succossfully provent their organiza-
tions from joining, the bolshovik party proccds to indcpendont
action, sctting tho oxamplc for thoso workors whosc lcadors
backed out. : , -

"Al1l this may bo true," samc comradcs have repliod to us. "But
tho POI has attompted unitcd fronts, and failod." Yes, the POI
did makc somc attompts. But they wore corifined to negotiations
with PSOP burcaucrats - virtually "unitod fronts from abovo,"

The most disastrous of thosc attompts accurrod immecdiatoly beforo
the November goncral strike, when tho PSOP loadorship, having
finally conscnted to joint action, backod out at tho last minuto,
Tho action was complotely burcageratic, But had the POI prop=-
agandized tho PSOP rank and fllc, this could not have happencd.
4s 1t was, the matter lay centircly in tho hands of functionariocs
who could.not be oxpecteod to act differcently,

The attituflo of the POI toward gonuinc united fronts was 1lluste-
rated by tho following quotations from the Lutte. "We arc happy
to accomplish such unitecd fronts, as for oxamplc tho onc which
occurrod this very weck in the 15th soction of ~tho PSOP, Butss.
such actions, being local, occasional, and isolated, arc cntircly
insufficiont."es."wo think that tho problcm of the unitcd front
betwoon the PSOP and the PQI has boen oxcceded by the objoctive
situation; wo elaim that tho success of roal workers! unitod
front has bocome subordinatc to tho unification, on a Marxist
basc, of vanguard organizations., Nevortholoss, wo arc naturally
rcady to makc such common action as is possiblc with thc comrados
of the PSOP,.,"

For them the unitod front 1is "insufficiont"! Not only was the POI
dissatisfiod with thosc "lowal, isolatod" beginnings, but it
abandoncd the job of cultivating thom becausc thoy failed to

vin nods of approval from thec contrist tops. Tho POI wantcd por-
mancnt "committoos of tho unitod front", but "rogross" that tho
contral committoo of tho PSOP "fails to undorstand, as wo do,

this ncecssity." If the POI "rogrottod" that, 1t is duc for a
roal shock in a short vhilo, whon thc contral committoc of tho
PSOP will"fail to understand" tho nocossity for soviots.

Of coursc, the POI's failurc to propagandizc tho PSOP rank and
filec had anothcr réason as woll., Propaganda moans organlzation,
functionarios, loaflots, a pross - and all that moans moncy. Tho
POI had nonc. Wc mado a good start by collocting a fund, but
somcthing went wpong. Y '
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No, thc unitcd front has not yct becen tricd in France, evon
though it 1s paténtly thc answer to the currcnt problonm. A
wcll=planncd unitcd front tactic, jodning tho PSOP to thc POI
last November, would have taught tho PSOP workors - in action -
vhat our Fronch "ontrist'" comradcs arc slowly = porhnps vainly
- trying to tocach thom by writing columns in Julg '36 and dc-
bating with Pivert.

But when comparsd to still another possibility, united action
with thc PSOP palcs in significanccs The Algorian workers are
scarchlng for lcadcrship! Thoy have not oven tho romnants of
patriotlism that still confusc the Fronch workors outsidc the
POI. Theirs has been an- opprcssion by foroign impcrialisn,
Their function as cannon fodder in tho coming war has long

bsen elcar to thom. Thoy have shown thomsolves capablc of pil-
itant organizcd action against the French bourgeoisic. In dis-
tinction to thc PSQP, thoy arc rcady not only for unitcd striko
nction, but for united anti-war action on a Marxist basis. They
have actually askod the POI for it.

We can conjocture the possibilities of such a united front, in-
volving an important scction of Islamic nations, would open in
Africa. In Franco, thc spectacls of Algerian workers, with the
POI at the head, waging a struggle against imperialist war, would
scnd the disillusioncd Stalinists, Socialist, and PSOP workors
thundoring to our ranks. Horc is thc unitod front in all 1its
sizc and powery -

How puny besidc this prospect is thc tactic of tho Ioternational
Sseretariat « entry into the PSOP!

% %

Conradc Cannon's roport to the Noiwr York mombership vas no hearte-
cning thing. Perhaps most doprossing was his cvaluation of
French vorkingclass militancy. Comrade Cannon wont to France,
wherc his contacts worc admittodly fow and painful, and vhore
language formed a scrious obstaclc; and thore doccided that we
had all becon wrong about the Fronch prolctariat: the November
strikes morkod, not a surge of militancy, but a falling off. 1Is
it possiblc that Comrade Cannon's confidoncc in the Bronch pro-
lotariat was sourod by the failure of his particmlar mission?
His cstimato seemod to be dcfinitely ox post facto.

But that cstimato may soon turn out to bc accurate, ironically
enoughe Porhaps it is accuratc already. Thc time for action was
last fall and winter. The iron docsn't sbay red hot whilc tho
blacksmith 1s discovering that a hammer, not a scrovdriver, is
the propor tool. Therc may yot be time in Frances. But we have

- alrcady mado a sorious crror.

The (March 7th) issuc of thc Luttc carrics an account of a "united
front" meeting at vhich spoke rcproscntatives of the POI, tho

PSOP and tho Noo Deostours, The POI speakor spont his tirmc beg-
ging thc PSOP for "organic unity on a minimum program" - o glor-
ificd form of contry; the PSOPor dovoted his speesH to refusing.
The Nco Dostour speakor asked for rovolutionary leadership. Noe-
body listensd to him.
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Thero, in a nutsholl, you have the Fronch mistake.

TLKE THE POI OUT OF THE PSOP! FOR AN INDEPENDENT BOLSHEVIK PARTY
IN FRANCE: A PARTY THAT WILL STRENGTHEN ITSELF AND THE FRENCH
PROLETARIAT BY ME.NS OF THAT FIRE TEMPERED WEAPON OF THE REVOw
LUTION.;RY VANGUARD, THE UNITED FRONT!

Joo @Groon, Carl Hanley



