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POLITICAL RESCLUTION

L]

(Draft of the Political Committee)

The  Perspeotive of United States Imperialism

1. In’common with every - oller.zreat power, the course of
Unlted States imperielism is set directly toward the second world war ,
The entire life of the nation is being grooved into the war channel.
Every politleél, economic and social issue is‘being nore and more sube
ordinated .to. the ‘war nrenarations.

24 After six years, the New Deal, as a primarily internal
program of huge governmental expenditures and subsidies, liberal
demagogy ard social concessions to the farmers and workers, has ended
in definitive collapse, The intolerable economioc orisis continues,
The business cycle refuses to turn upward for more than fitful and
unsatisfying periods, The impossibility of.a solutionlon the New Deal
basis, and the fatuousness of any proposed solution on’the basis of
old-fashiorned, Chamber=-of-Commerce Renublicanism, have become aooarent.
Internal measures having failed and offering no hope, the United
'States bourgeoisie turns to external measures, to the war. It plans
to solve its problems thr;ugh acquiring a.gr;ater share in the world
market, in particular by gaining mopoboly dontrol over Iatin America
and a major nosition in the Far East, Indeed, it aims at nothing
short of world hegemony. 1In the present qtage of the war preparations,
Roosevelt has taken aggfe391ve 1eadership. ‘His New Deal has ended,

and will net be revived except occasionally in his holiday words or

In those of his agents, The New Deal has been transformed into the
War Deal.}_ N

3. Because of the needs both of the war and of tobbering
UsS. industry, the War Deal is also a deal of socilal reaction. The

months since Munleh and the November elestions have Witnéésed a T3
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growing reactionary wave. This has been marked ebove all by the sharp-
est and most brutal attack since 1929 on the unemployed and by the
sustained drive against the democratic rights of labor. In the period
ahead this attack and this drive will continue, and it is planned to
climax them by the imposition of totalitarian military dictatorship
on the day that war begins,

The_Struggle Against the War

4e The echaracter of the present period dictates unequivooal~

ly the main task of the party: The struggle against the war. Just
as the bourgeoisie subordinates every other question to preparation
for the war, so must the narty subordinate every question to the
struggle qgginst the war. What is required is not a temporary or
eplsodlo campaign, but a sustained deliberate and enduring policy.
The SeW.Pe must aim to be and to become known to the masses as: the
antl-war party.

Se In‘accordance with our analysis of the nature of eapital-
ist war as an integral vhase of capltalism, the struggle against the
war cannot be conoceived as a "spécial“ campaign, but must, rather,
infuse all of our activities: -trade union work no less than our pressj
youth and defense and unemployed work no less than our occasional “
rﬁanif‘es toes.,

6« We must recognize éhat our onponents within the labor
movement - the social-reformlsts, Stalinlsts, and the labor bureau-
cracy - are separated from us now not by mere ideologlcal divergences
“but by their having beocome part of the war machlne. They have jolned
the camp of the class enemy. Our attack against them must cqrrespond~
ingly'increase in sharnness and intransigence. We must reveal fhem
to the worhers in their full and true light.

7. Our press and platforms must be constantly ﬁsed to make

¢lear the character of the coming war. We must continue to support
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the popular referendum on war declaration, as a means for reinforcing

. anti-war sentiment anong the masses, for putting forward our own pro-
zram, and for exposing the anti-democratic nature of the war-makers,
Similarly, with the demand for "No Secret Diplomecy!" and with expo-
sures or the secret meneuvers of the State Department we must show the
war as a conspiraoy against the people, Owr unqualified opposition
to all imverialist armaments, to all varieties of "national Gefense",
mist be modified in no way whatever in the face of prejudices seeking
gsome patrlotic loophole.s With our slogan of "All War Funds to the
Unemployed", we sum up both our gnalyals of bourgeois armaments and
their relatlon to the reactionary driww against the masses.

8s The first aim of U.S, imnerialism in the war is monopoly
control over Iatin Amerieca, and ,the U.8, plans also to use Iatin Amere-
ica as a stirategic hase and a sounce of raw materials and personnsl
in the conduect of the war,e  Our struggle against the war cannot be
divorced from the firmest and widest support of the Ietin American
"masses in thelr own struggle against U.S, imperlalism. During the
past year, the Fourth International, which is the sole organization
sunporting on a world scale the anti~imperialist movements of the colw
onial and seml-colonial neoples, has made notable vrogress in a nuaber
of Iatin American countries. The S,W,P, must in the next year vastly
increase its conecentration unon Latin American work, and must link
this with vwhat has been almost entirely lacking in the past: politie
cal activity among the Iatin Amerigans resident within the United
States,

Demoeratie Rights

. During the past eight months there has taken place.a
growing attack upon the democratic rights of labor, an' attack required
by the hourzeolsie equally as part of $he war preparations and in or-

der to aid the suffering business cycle. The illegality of sit-downs
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has been made explicit by the courts. The courts, State Legislatures,

Congress and the police are engaged in a nation-wide drive to limit
or smésh the rights of picketing, boycotts, closed shop, strikes,
demonstrations, and through é'variety of other means strive to ham-
string labor organization, This attack will not diminish but on the
contrary will increase in intensity during the next poriod.

10. These deﬁoératic rights are indispensable to the very
existenoe of organized labor, both in the struggle against the war
and in tho fight for jobs and food, The end term of the present
serles of attacks, from the noint of view of the bourgeoisie, is the
total wiping out of labor's rights through a ﬁar-time military dicta«--
torship or through outright fascigm; 'We must understand and explain-
the present attacks in this génée.

11. The party must, consequently, bring to the forefront
during the comipg périod the question of the defense of the democratio
rights of labor. The struggle against war and reaction is intimatelyj
and acutely bound up with thls question. In the defense of democratic
rights, broad united fronts of action are both possible and desirable.
In localities where 1t is feasible, the party should take the inite
lative ig forming committees‘for the defense of the demoqratic rights

of labor. As the tactic for defending democratic rights, the party

(should advocate the widg use of militgnt methods of mass action -

strikes, demonstrations, mardhes, etcs = in place of the hopeless

confinement of tactics to parliamentary and lepalistic maneuverse.

The Fight for Jobs
12+ The eontinuance of the unparalleled economic crisis,
the persistence of the army of unemployed at & level of twelve or

more millions, and the drive of reaction against the unemployed,

"place the‘fight for jobs squarely and endurihgly in the front rank

of the problems of the working class and of the party. Short of the
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actual outbreak of war itself, which would temporarily absorb (under

a dictatorial repime) a considereble percentage of the unemployed in
either the war industries or the arry, there is not the slightest
prospect of & major eeonomiec an%urn, ULven the vast armament outlays
of the pre~var Roosevelt presram kave a cowparatively minor effect on
UdS, economy as a whele. Clroaic and < Aggering crisis for the masses
of the people has become the normal condition of T,S, capitalism,

15, The older program of "imrmediate demands" and restrained
and legalistic methods of fighting for them are no longer adequate to
rouse the rmsses to struggle or to make any headway ageinst the on-
slaught of social and economic reactimm. We must be bold, open and
resolute in advancing the broad and positive slogans of owr “"transi-

tional program":

& job and a decent living for every worker; the
opening of 1dle factories under workers! control; the 30 hour wdek
and $30»minimum weekly wage; $20,000,000,000 public works program;
expropriation of the Sixty Families; ete,
14, We must take care not to permit the transitional pro-

gram to become a mere literary exercise., It is not intended as a
finished document valid as a whole and just as it stands for all times
and ocoasionss In the first place, it must be 1lifted out of the pages
of our press and thrust into the midst of the unions and other mass
organizations, In the second place, it must be understood as a
method for linking the party with the actual struzgles of the masses.
The conception of the transition nrogram must be used to give depth
and extension to i1ssues which arise naturally out of the living ex-
periéence of the masses, The popular movenient for a referendwn on war
is a prominent example of such an issue. Another, extremely important
at present, is the drive for a 30 hour week begun by the electrical
workers and the plumberé and, in a somewhat different form, by the

auto worlkers, This 30 hour week novement is a concretization of the
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transition demAnd for a ”sliding scale of hours", and should receive

tbe full and active support of the narty,

“The Communist Party

15, The Communist Party must occupy a central place in the
propaganda and ‘general sctivities of ‘the narty 1n the comlng oeriod.
The “total of all other opponent organlzations - Social Deaocratlc
Federation, Soéialist" Partv Lovestoneites, etcs = does not add up to
a small fraction of the importance of tho Communlst Party. Insuffi-
cient attention to the Communist Party, almost’ equal attention to
other opponent groups, have becn one of the most sermous weaknessos in
the work of tho partv during. tha nast Jear. . The Communist Party is
| far and away the greatest obstacle, in this gountry to the building. of
the revolvtlonary movementa‘ S TR TR SR

16.' It 1s -negessary to d13pe1 certain illusions, shared -to*
ohe or another extont by our_ own membership, with respect to the
.CommuniSU barty. 1t is false that the Communist Party consists only
of bureaucrats and hOpeless nettv bourpeois. In its ranks .and.espec-
1a11y in 1us sympathizing clrcles it includea many genuinag. and . milie
tant worhers, as its influence in the trade unions proves. It is.
deceptive to considor that bhe C Pe 1s. characterized. through and.
through and in every respoct by an iron. monolithisme The framowark
of the oartj is wholly nonollthio., But in the hoanrt .of that rionolith-
ic frameworL there have grown in the preseont period profound conflicts
and naradoxes, snringing from the conflicting and paradoxical social
and nolltical situation of. 1nternationa1 Stalinism. These internal
conrliotsuare tha compelllng.gourcqa‘of gplits and defections from
the Stalinist movoment. It is even falsc to helleve that splita have
‘not takon placo in the Stalinist movement. Diheclallv in recent times,
af tor tae Third Moscow Trial, after Munich, after the fall of Barco-

lone, what might bo deseribed as slow and passive = but vory extcnaive-
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col*ts have occurred, - But these splits have led the dissident Stalin-
ists, with a few exceptions, only to comolete retirement from politi-
cal activity or to bourgeois politics.

17.  The basis for influeneing the Communist Pérty, for re=-
cruleing ite members and svmpathizers end for hastening its dissolu~-
tlon as an obstacle to the growth of +the revolutionary movement is
present. What is required for success 1s a consclous, deliberate and
sustained polioy on our nart. We must root out all traces of a defea~
tist or passive attitude toward Stalinism, and orient boldly on the |

perspeetive of major and fruitful work in that arena.

The Struggle against Fasoilsm,

18, In the months since Munich and esoecially since the fall
of Barcelona, and with the failure of the' 19038 unturn in business to'
extend into 1939 = thns,signalizing the definitive collapse of the '
New Deal's polisles, the fascéist and semi~-fascist movements in this
country nave beén growing rapidly in numbers and boldness. The nation-
‘wide notorlety achieved by Hague thfouéh'hie nse of fascist and semi-
fasclst methods symboliges this development. The nation-wide series
of meetings and mobilizations by the Nazi Bund provided a kind of
dress rehsarsal for native movements.' The Si}verkShirts have been
espeoially active in small towns and villages. .It is reported that
" there are now more than 800 fascist and near-fascist organizations
in the United States. At the opresent ‘time the most successful and
advaneing of these is the,dougnlin'movement,-vhich, since Coughlin's
reappearance on the scene”éfter-two yoars of quiet; has talien on a
more and more openly fascist characgter. Though it is doubtful that
a movement led by a Catholie priestvoan be thé autﬁentic fascist
. movement in this country, Couphlin's'follovetstafe‘being prepared in

ldeology and methods for fusion. into the definitive fasoist movement
of the not too distant future s |
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19. It is absolutely lnadmissable to neglect or minimize the

. importance of the current growth of U,S. fascism, Fasoism in this
ocountry is capable of snreading like wlldfire, of strangling the labor
movement before it is aware what is happening. The great army of dise
1llusioned unemployed and the disinherited youth are.partioularly and;
immediately vulnerable. Europe has taught that in order to defeat
fasoigm the labor movement must never let fascism get a step in ade
vanée, that 1t must anticipate and prepare for the fasolst develop~
ments before they take place.

| " 20, It is the immedlate duty of the party to prenare educa«
”tional and propagenda material in 1ts preas and in oheap pamphleta
'dealing W1th the native fascist and near fasclst movenents This ma e
"terial should be ‘put in the most popular and simple form; directed
espeolally toward the youth and the unemnloyed and must aim at mass
circvlation to combat the fascist ideas directly on the ground where
they chiefly germinate, 4 .

| 21. The struggle -against fascism at home, hpwever, cannot

even now be oonfined to propaganda and agitation. It 1s necessary to
fight the fasoist movements- in action from thg very beginning. Our
slogan ﬁFor_Wbrkers Defense Guards against Fasoism“ cannot any longer
'be oconfined to agitation, but must be put into conorete effect. A
'beginning has been made in a few lodalitieé. But the party must pow
éﬁtempt in every section of the country where 1t haé branches to be-
gin the actual organization of at least skeloton defense wnits, whioh
will work ind?fétigably to broaden their base,‘espeoially through -
union supports Ideally these should be Baéed oh and built through
the unions, as in Minneavolis. But whore this 1s not possiblo, the
party must nevertholess lead the way and itself take the initlative
in forming, togother with sympathizers and non-party workers now roady

to participate,_in;tiating nuclel of the anﬁi-fasciat»defansé guard,
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functionlng as lndenendent, organlaed disciplined and active institue

tions.

The Iabor Party

22, During the nast year, the sentiment among the workers
for a Iabor Party has remained inert, held bacl by Roosevelt, the
labor bureaucrats and the Stalinists, Any extended general campaign
on our part around the labor party slogan would have been on the whole
academic, and our agitation on this 1ssue has been largely, and cor-
rectly, confined to specific. and local smtuatlons where 1t was rele~
vant, Nevertheless, the organized intervention of labor in politics
has continped and in some respects increased during this same year, |
The collapse of‘the New Deal and its transformation Into ‘the War Deall
the wave of social reaction, the ﬁore openly reactionary character of
the Roosevelt administration, the approach of the 1940 elections, are
all raising or beginning to raise once more 1n the minds of the work-
ers queétions about political actions So untenable is worn~out New
Dealism beconlng that even ‘Lewis and the Stalinists have in the recent
weelks been compelled to malke certain criticisms-of Roosevelts It is
hardly conceivable that the disillusionment of the workers with Roose-
velt\can in the main take the form of a swing back to Republicanism;
and in any pcase it would be dlsastrous if this were permitted to hap-
'Qen. The slovan for a labor party, properly developed in connection
:with’nhe other aSpects of our program, can play a significant role
in directing the disillusionment with Roosevelt and the dead YNew
Deal into the sole progfeésive diregction - toward 1ndenendent politi-
cal activity by.the working class._.We'muet be ready“to utilize every
concrekevsituation as it arises for,propaganda.and,action'in,this di-
,,?60t19n0 ) f : . . | .
| . 23« The slogan for the 1abor party, as we eoneeive it, 1s .
in no way incompatible with direct entry of the mrty, under its own
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name, in electlons. On tho contrery, experience has amoly proved the
great value of the party name and party candidates ﬁnpearing on the
ballot, with the wide opportunitics [or revolutionary education which
this opens up., In all lccalities where thls is practically feasitle,
and where 1t will not conflict with the dovelopment of genuine inde-
pendont worliing olass political action on a broeder scale, the party

must in the next perlod try to enter elections directly.

¥

The Prospeots for the Party | g

24, The defeats of tHe working olass on an international
seale, the lack of organized resistance to the appfbach of the war,
and the apparent passivity'Of the working;class in tﬁié a8 in other
countries,above all sirfce the fall of Barcolona,:have‘naf been with-
out adverse effect in some quarters of the radical laBbrimomaent.

In some cases this -talies the form of the entirély éffoﬁécus oginion
that owr perspoctive for the next nericd rust be one merely of console
1dating & tight and firm cadre &nd of exoluding the possibility of ‘ime
portant muwérical growth. ' . S

25, While the factors that have led to thié'feoliﬂg cannot
be denied, the inference drawn is by no means necesserily correct, and
other equally important national ‘and international conditions point
to a contrary conclusion. The war is approaching, but tho massoes, in
tho United States as in most other natlons, aro not in favor of the
war, and have not succumbed to a blatant war chauvinism. They are on
the whole against the war, howover Incompletely they understand the
imnlications of their oppositions As the only parsy which.fights the
war, there is overy objective foundation for the growth, cven the
rapid growth, of the party as the orzanlzotion concretely embodying
the anti-war sontimenits of the masses. Again, there is no revolution=-
ary oppositlon to the narty, hardly the nretense of any; and consequent.

ly every serious feelling or thought directcd against the present order
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of war and tyranny and starvation oan find genuine outlet oﬁly in the
ranks and astions of our party. Again, the masses want to fight fas-
cism and 1ts growth at home; and only our party has proposed or attem-
pted to carry out é serious fighﬁ against fasolam. Finally, the end
of the New Deal once again poses sharply before the workers the prob~
lems of political action; and here also our party alone gives an ‘
answer, ]

264 It is entirely possible that the coﬁing‘period will
be one of rapid growth for the partye It is certain that if we do
‘not have this as our perspective, if we decide in advance that growth
1s impossiblke, then stagnation is assured. But our problem and aim
~ 1is not to retreat, but to advance and to gaine The party has never
taken reorulting seriously; it has always allowed new members to
drop like ripe fruit into the ranks of the party, after sultable
and lengthy fertilizing by our ideas and theories., To assure the
success of the party in the next months we must radlcally alter thls
attitude: we must beoome orusaders and recrulting agents, not at
.all satisfied with a formally correct program, but rosdlved that this
program will become the program of masses of workers, Habit and
réutino dictate caution and reserve. The future of tho party and
the needs of the American revolution demand audacity and a bold of=-

fensive,

i #  #  # #
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AMENTMENT TO THE DECLARATICN OF PRINCIPLES
- Proposcd gy Horman Stern
For incorporation into the sootionwsWorkers Stato
1y The nbrogatioﬂ of workeré democraocy in tho Soviot Union and in
the Comintorn; the system of torror, rrame‘-up and murder instituted by Stal-
| inism throughout tbq international labor movemont, as a weapon in eliminating
erkcrs opposition, hds,evokod widesproad bittorness and reaofion, not mero=
ly with the praqtices of the corrupt Soviet burecauoracy, but agoinst the
very ooncept of thoe "dictatorship of the proletariat”, This resentment and
skopticiéﬁi, pxt‘ovela.nt among mdny advancaod workers, with thoe rocord of Stalin-
ism, axtonds to o rejeotion of the 4th International, on tho mistaken grounds
that advocaconf.tho Dictatorship of tﬁe Proletariat, neocssarily assoclates
our movemont'with Stalinism and iho‘ultimate violation of the froedom of i
othorAworki@g elass partioh, |
2, In tho fascist and bourgo?i; dcmocratic nationbialike, tho massos
of workers aré defrauded'and onslaved by a dictatorsh?p of finance capitale
In Gormany and Italy by Hitlor and Mussélini and a handful cf multi-millior
aires, In Ameriéa, France and England by the colossal monopoliésAof.t@e 60
ffamilies,izoo fdmilies,_otc. The diotatorship of the proletariat; 1,04 the
w&rkers stote, signifies the pdssage.of the cwnership and contr61 of the means
of production, the transfcrénoé of all the instruments of suppréssiqn and
‘force, the deliveranoce of thé institutions of seience énd bducntion, frem
f£e dictatorship of the tiny minority;'the bourgeoisie, to the overwhelming
imﬁjority of the people, the working clnss and poor farmers. A dictatorship
.;ﬁhich infringes cnly on thé)rights of theEoounten-revolutionary armed forcos
."of the enemles off fhé massos,; is in reality the mest denod%atic state kncwn
to history, Neither the anarchist, nor tho“$ocin1-damocratic pattern of
pe;cefully energing into socialism, withi?ggjforqible seizurc of'pcwor by
the workers ¢nd the oroa?ioﬁ‘of tho Dicatatorship of the Proletariat, hes
stood tho test of evénts, Whorever rgformiﬂm has held power -~ 1n’Géxmany,
Austrin, Belgium, Spain, England, otce, it demonstratod that withcut tho

destruotion of the bourgoois state, the proletariat can never rule, There
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is no substitute for tho Dictatorship of tho Proletarint,

8¢ The Dictatcrship cof the Prclotariat is tho indisponsablo
transition stago betwoen cqpitalism‘and sccialism aftpr the conquost of power
by theworkors and farmors,, .Represcntatives of thp-woriers and poor farmers,
f¥om tholr politlcal parties, tradc unicns, councils and-othor 'mass organizas
,blons will bo domooratically chosen to asstmo the dufi?s of the organization
end rogulation of tho produstive system and govornment,

‘ %‘ The axpericnces cf almest two'docados of Stalinism in the
Soviot Unie¢n tenchos us that the dictatorship of the proietariat:is not
immune frem tho degencfating influcnoos that affeot trade unjons and tho moss-
os in gonoral under ocapitnlism, On tho ono hand the isolation of the Soviot
Union and o utopian program of socdalism in one country, and on the other, th e
usurpation of power by Stalin andijis. glique, unfolded the porversion cf tho
, workors diotator;hip in Russin, , '

Ss Tho vast pewors vested in those revolutionary mon and womon whom
the working massos doesignato and rocognizo a8 loadors nocossitates that extroe )
ordinary moasurcs by adoptod as procauticns against tho possiblo abuse of pdwa',
Theso preeautions will bo both eoonomic and political and will aim to insure

tho moximum domoceoracy of the masses and thelr moximum 1nvolvement‘in the in=-
stitutions of authority and administration, ,
84 The dicﬁatogship of tho prolotarint is not a dictatorship of
one party over the passes. It is tho stato powor of tho entire working olass
led by tho revolutionary party which is comprised of the most advanced, oxpers
ionoed and militant fightors, the vanguard,
- Te The Fourth Intornational and the SW,P, rocognizes as saored
and inviolate the freedem of othor working class partigs, groups and opposition
minoritios to the workars presi,thSSmbleégo and proportional participaticn in
tho governing bodics of tho workors state, No mattor hcw sharply the pregram
of one group may differ with anothor = the workors stato affords both tho

. 8omo 6pport§n1ty and privileges of oxpression, '

£ - ;‘ RN oo ‘ 'A.ip.
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8s¢ Tho precmulgation of genuine domocro.cy.in, tho ranks of tho working
class commencecs not aftor the rovolution but todaye Tho SWP in its ranks,
encouragos and provides for tho utmost froodom of discussion and controvorsios
prior to each corvention whoro docisions aro mado, At tho samo time it
imbues each moembor with o focling of tolerance and respect for tho bolicfs
of workers in othor organizations, whom wo aim to win to our program by our
aotions in tho olass=-strugglo and by suporior principles, ‘s

i
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FOR OR AGAINST ISOLATION
By Sydney Moraff

A study of the party's posititn on the question of "Isolation -
versus Collective Seourit}", should convince anyone who has given it even
casuai aytention that we have taken a wrong stand on this very ilmportant .
éﬂestion. | '

Our part&, having taken a correct position on the Ludlow Amendment,
instead >f ecarrying it out to its logical oonclusion, makes an about turn and
says to the workers: “we are against Isolation", It is indisputable that
eoonomically, Isolation is utterly impossible for any capitalist nation, It
does not follecw, therefore, that we the Soclallst Workers Party derive a
politicel conclusion from this facty If this were true, in equal justioe,
the Bclsheviks seigipg power 1n 1917 could have been opposed on the grounds
that Russia was an eoonomically backward country and‘that Soclalism could
not driumph In one country, The Bolshevik slogan, "Bread, Peace and land",
also oould have been opposed, as it was, on the basis that Russia could not,
by herself, isclate herself from the rest of the world,

Such an attitude, it is agreed, is sectarian to the nth degrees And
that is precisely what our party is doing todays In our agitation, we tell the
American workers that we are against Isolation, We point out the interdepend-
ence of all natiogs. And further on, we say that Imperialism has broken down
national barriers, The average worker is not ak all convinéed or conoerned with
the manner in whioh we present our programe The 'hew's, and why's and where=
fore's'! of Eocnomics concern him only in so far as we glve him a positive and
unequivocal answer to the key question: "Are you for or against America's

entering the next war?", \
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The S¢ W, Py in attqnpting.to show that the spokesmen for the
"Isolationist" point of view represent nothing more nor less than diff=-
erent section of the capitalist class, is again in error, It is as though
a Stalinist, in trying to convince us of his party's revolutionary position, pic
ed out a quotation from the bgily Worker, wherein they say: "Of course, we
believe in Socialism", We are not at all concerned with a supefficial examn-
ination of what this, that or the other oapi?alist gentry ;Ay, quite dema-
gogically, for home consumption, A oritiocal study’of their respective
positions would show that overwhelmingly, we might even say, almost unamimously,
the American capitalist class favors a Collective Seourity programs |

The:N.Y. Times, Herald Tribune, Syn; World Telegram favor & collect=-
ive seourity progrém for American capitalism, Superfioiali;, the Daily
News would seem to favor an 1solatioﬁist position, but a gloser study of
its editorials show the hypocéisy'in its positions It is against the Ludlow
Amendment and it is constantly ocalling for a heavy armament programe, It sees
Japan as America's potential enemy, At the orucial moment, we have not doubﬁ?
that it oo will say: "The only way wo can really beat the Japs is for ;
America to ally its navy with that of England", The "tsolationiam" of the
Hearst press 1s also a fraud, Hearst is anti=Russian and pro- German, The
" conduct of the Hearsg press in the Spanishe=American War is a good indication
‘ of his future policy,

From Landon to Roosevelt, Stimson to Huil, Dorothy Thompson to
Heywood Broun, the whele gamut nf American capitalist spokesmen favor Coll-
octive Seourity, It can be stated as a politi§a1 axioms ALL CAPITALIST |
NATIONS FAVOR A COLLECTIVE SECURITY PROGRAM, %he differences among them
lie only in which country the greatest advantage is to be gained, In the
totalitarian nation, the death pemalty awaiﬁe 0ll those who agltate for
Isolation. In the somcalled democratic nations, sultable meanurosare already

‘on the statute books now for those against Colleotive Seouritys
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And to oomplete the list wo will add those miasmic Parties:

Communist Party, .. Amorican labor Party, and Social ' Domooratic Federation,
The Soocinlist Party can bo dismissecd as not being worthy of discussion,

The way 1t acted at the time of, tho Munich crisis is'a good indiocction that
its position 1s nothing but Old Guardism, As for the most rabid "iaolatione
ist" of all, Father Coughlin, the Socialist Appeal has shown the fraud and

hypocriéy of his position, ’ : .

The ,American oapitalists, oonscious of tho faot that the American
people are Isolationist In sentiment, aro already oiling the propaganda
muohine, slowly ‘but surelx, in an attenpt to ‘make 1t oo!lective security
consolouse %o givo but two,examples, In the April 17th 1ssue of LIFE
thero ié an articloi "TWENTY-TWO YEARS AFTER «~AMERICA PONDERS ITS WORLD
WAR LESSONS," The ;ext,tWD:pagesvcontdin a picture of the Sendte Foreign
Rolations Committeeglietening to tho vicwpolnt of ax-Socretary of State
Stlmson, with the headlines "SH\TA‘I‘E BEGINS NEUTRALITY REVISION HEARINGS AS
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION DRIFTS AWAY FRCM ISCLATIONISM,' Tho whole artiole
is a subtle and apparantly Ampartial attempt to "prove" that ths American
people are beooming ocollective socurityites, .

' Jay Franklin writes in the N,Y,Post (May 5): .

"In his speoch.opening the World's Fair at &ew York City, Prosi-
dont Roosevelt touched lightly on a theme which is expected to commgnd more
:attentéon and.emphasis}frmﬁ,thé Now Donlers during the coming months, This
is the idea of nationni unity for,the Aneriocan poorple,

"In a world which is,rapidly rosolving itsoif into chosen peoples,
inspired by nationalistio cults and imporialiséic ambltions, tho Amorican
peopio connot afford to indulgo’ in sorious .domostic divisionsvof purposc
or oonfusion of counsol, The dangor of such a co@fse is high-1lightocd by
Herr Hitle;ls appeal £o-our isoidtiénists in 'his rodio unswgr'to Prosident

Roosevelt's peaco lotter,
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"This appeal seems to have beon a bad blunder, for it has identi-
fied a natural political 1ﬁstinot among mary Americans with tho purposos and
policlies of %he German Reichsﬂuohfcr, the man whosc mothods are uttorly con-
demned by oul public opiniosne
| "The solidarity with which tho snok~smon for the isolationist
point of vicw have declined to folilow the icad and have b icked up the
President suggosts thabt in 1939 - as in 1917 - tho Gormans havo Biled to
understand American politics, There is something mightily reassuring about
this closing of our ranks when alien diplomaoy sought to play ubon our
domestic 6isputes." |
If any further proof were neoassary that the so-called differenoes
among tho capitalists are but minor ones, the above quotation ought to dispel
. 1t, ’ ,
Our party's refusal to take n positive stand on thié question is
“based eololy on tho grounds that it might be aocused of being in the same
boat with the Pacifist and Liberals of difforent huea. *We all know thot
the PacifiSts-cf telay aro the war-mongers of tomorrcw, For our Party to
”continue en its present courso ﬁeans that our Party will éod%iﬁqé‘ifs.seotar—
ian approache Tho approach of the gecond imparialist war auﬁcmaticully
'roleghtes overy other'question to a scccndary position;l Mere and-m&rq cuk
Party will be compolled to give a positive and unoquiveeal answei‘;c-ﬁhe
quostién:’ FOR OR SGAINST ISOLATION?

There 1s no third choice,
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‘ IABOR PARTY RESOLUTION

by Emil Revyuk

Today the world is on the verze of a new world war in
which each of the capitaiict groupings of the world will ctvemnt
to destroy its rivals and guarcntee its own enjoyment of {Iw
spolls of imperialist economya The cepitalists have no ch. lcn
in the matter .of war, Ton years of derression have nroven that
capitalism §s & dying economy which can exist only by a prccoss
of ecannibalism,

: + In rreparation for the next war the capitalists in
every country in the world ere organizing the shock “roous of
fascism &nd carrying on a strugrle to destroy the oscnomic and
politleal organizatlons which are the woapons of ths worslking
olasse The destruction of those weanons which the working class
uses in the defense of lts class interests aro important to tho
oapitalists in two ways. The first object of this destruction
1s to immobilize the working class so that it 6dn carry on no
effoctive fight against war and against fascisme The second
obJect Ls to rationalize the national economy and to 38Ve o=
nough money through the lengthoning of working hours and the
reduction of wages and unemploymont benefits so that the
natlonal ogonomy can stand the tremendous drain of war prop=-
arations and actual conflicta

- - In the United States today the legal process of
weekening the warking elass through legislation limiting tho
right to orgdnize, to strike, to picket, to ongage in political
action, etcs, 18 alroady reaching a stago as opon as that which
it hes roachod in Franso under tho roegimc of Daladiors

" In such a period in the developmont of the class
strugglo, labor parties are startod by the trade union burdauw
oracy, not in opnosition to the threat of war and ‘fascism, not
to £ind a rovolutionary solution to tho dopression, but in order
to mrosorve spmo of tho priviloges of tho trado union official-
dom and the jobs and salarics of tho burcaueracy, and in ordor
to £ind a moro "radical" organizational form within tho limitations
of capitalism with which to maintain thoir hold upon that soction
of tho labor movomont which 1s no longor satisfiod with tho old-
lino partics. .

In analyzing tho rolo of tho labor party, the noint
of doparturc ocannot bo the wishful droams of roformists, but
rathor tho aetual chardctor of tho oxisting trade union movemént,
tho probablo structurc, tho rolation of foreocs in the "country,
and ovon sudh factors as the oloctoral lawj but abovo, all,
tho program .

Tho program of the labor party, which is dotorminod in
tho last andlysis by tho idcology ad goal of tho tfado unilon
burocaucrats, is a roformist and soclal~patriotic onoe Thy rocason
for thls 1s tho dosirc of tho burocaucracy to dofend whet they havo
alroady won undor capitalism and if posslblo to restoroc capit-
allsm to tho stago of dovolopmont at which it was ablo to gront
tho privllegod scetions of tho working class tho greatost cons-
cossionss In pursult of this ochimoriocal droam of rcturning to
o proevious stago of capitalist dovelopment tho labor party wilil
support a war in ordor to destroy the rivals of its own capigals
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ist class, or in ordor to protcet theilr inmporialist cxploitation of
tho coloni&l mrsscss  This has been the policy of the lobor ond
soclaledonoerotic partics in the war of 1914, thc policy of English
Lobor Party ih roletion to the British colonics and to the now con=
scription lawe Tho progron of the lobor party connot bo other than
rofornist beecauso 1ts cin ang %oal is to 1uprove the lot of tho
workingrnian undor caoit~lisrn, t cxcludes the osscnticl thought of
tho nocossity for ovorthrowing tho capitol ist syston, of tho fact
that not oven tho olorcntary cconomic demands of the nosscs can bo
won undor tho prosont aysten of soclcty in dccays It dorios tho
first vrinciples of prolotaricn oexporioncso, that the stoto is tho
Instrumont of tho ruling cless, and instocd basos 1tself ‘upon collab-
oration and "loyel .opposition" to tho oxploltorst statc, Although
in corposition 'the labor nerty is basod wpon the trodo unions, its
prograrn and policlos stomp it os third bourgoois party, -

} Tho dotornmining factor which prceents tho labor party
fron boeoning rovolutionory and fron roprosonting tho basio intorosts
of tho working olaas as a wholo, no matter how sconingly radical its
domandd or how discontonted tho rasscs becorwo, 18 its prograns Fur-
thornoro, this is in a scnso "guarantocd" by its orgenizational forsn.
Iobor partics arc all built upon tha offildation of tho oxisting trgdo
unionse Any porty not built upon this basis is not o lobor porty biit
on "innocont orgenization" of the politicnl group whioh sponsors it,
All activitios of tho labor party aro carriod on with the consont and
through tho chonnol of the trodo-union burcaueracys Tho labor party
cannot, at its lhecption, bo any nore nilitent or nrogressivo than
tho trado unlons, In cctunl foet 1t is clweys loss nilitont and loss
progrossivo than tho trado unions bocouse 1t rmst provide room for
tho nost consorvotive scotlon of the buroccucracy, and becauso in tho
unions thomsolves the ronk ond fi1lo, stnoo it 1s in the front lino of
tho ooononie strugglo, 1s ih.a bettor position to ignoro 1ts loadorship
and adopt o nilitent iino. Put in anothor way, union nombors can
tako part in an "outlaw" strike without broaking tho orgm izati onal
structuro of tho union, but cs labor party rierbors any indopondent
nctioh of tho rank and £ilo dostroys tho very basis of tho labor
nortye ‘ : . ’

s ' The actunl charactoristics of tho labor party in tho
Unltod Stotos at the noriont of its incoption (ond they rust bo onunie
eratod before ono can considor tho possibilitios of whothor o lrbor
party con bo rdo accontable to o Marxist) can best be considorod by
a gtudy of tho lpbor‘movenont fron wvhich 1t will dovolop and tho °
particular idoologios and groupings of tho Arorican working closse
Tho CIO is the only national union orgm izotion which 1s turning to-
ward sorc forn of somi=indopondont molitieal action, cnd though local
manifostations of loborparty scntiront my dovolop, it is a foregono
concliision that tho CIO can absorb thon when 1t scriously ontors tho
fiold. ' : : .

From an anﬂlysis.pf;thc CIO wo ocan &hen cssurws that tho
labor party will bo as burocauerctic in its control of pollcy and
activitios as tho CIO has boon in £11 of tho organizing contors it hns
Sot up, as Lowis hes boon in tro minorst unicne We con assurp that
1t wiid bo as rofornist and. lacking in niliteney as the CIO was in tho
"Little Stcol" striko, Particulerly in view of tho pocullar oloctoral
structuro in the United Stotos (national cloctions overy sceond
and fourth roor and no "by-oloctions" whon o cobinct is dofontod), and
tho inpossibility of oloeting oithor stotc or notionnl eandidctos
writhout the control of loenl patronage, wo can oxpégt tho labor porty
to mako dotls with tho old-lino capitaiist poartios,

-
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Every third party movement ha® made such dcals in the notional cloo-
tions in’ordor to got onough loccl pdtronage to cloet statc dnd loecal
officcrse Olson in Minncsota did it, Sinclatr in Californic, and the
INPL has dono it up to now, In this rcspoct tho labor party will be
no bottér thon any of the third partics whioh havo cxistod in this
countrye !

Anothor factor whioch would mako thc lcobor party no
differont from any third party would bo the ihclusion of membership
clubs as corstituont parts of the lobor party, In Minncsoto tho
Stalinists usecd the momborshiv clubs to build on artificinl mo jor ity
by which thcy could dominate tho labor partys Whon the labor party is
a foreo tho local Ropubliocan and Domocratic ward-hoclors will swarm
in with tholr -organizations in ordor to shorc the spoilse Whon the
control of tho union burocucracy is throatonod they will also orgon- .
1zc momborship clubs through thc uso of tho union funds at their dis-
posal and through thoir ocontrol of tho upion!s scnlority and uncmploy-
cd lists, Thoso dovicos have been used by union buroccuerats in the
past = notobly by the bullding trades unions in NYC to build a Tammany
machino = and thoro is no rcason to imegine that thoy will forget tho
succoss of thoso tacties whon they beoome leboritos,

‘ A 8t11l grecotor dongor from the membership clubs will
be tho cntry of non-working class clomonts which will undorminc cveon
tho olnss composition of tho lnbor party to tho point whorc 1t will
bo in overy ‘Bonsc a Popular Front rathor then a party basod on tho
trado unionse In any struggle betwoon tho mombership clubs and tho
- trade unions tht clubs will have tho advantago of boing morc dircctly
orgenizod os politiecnl bodios (thoroby moro voeal and influcntial) °
and of having a bottor structurc for the control of local patronago e

A bojle Morxist tonot is that tho working elass drows
1ts polltlonl coneclusions primirily from tho class struggle (that is
from tho struggle at tho point of produckion primarily) and that it
1s in this strugglo 'that tho workors como td o realization of tho
nocossity of rovolutionary political actions What would be the offw
oct of tho labor party on the strugglos along this front?' In England
tho LP has eonsistontly hampored cconomic strugglos in thce namo of
politlcal oxpodioncy; in Froneo todny the roformist partics aro
doing tho same  thing; in Gormony tho Sosial-Domocrats folled tho”
some policy; in Amorlen Hoon and MeLovy havo dono tho samo thing.
Lowis brokc the militaney of the 1littlo stool striko'in on attompt
to capitolize on his supnort of tho Domoerotic vortye Bridgcs on
tho Wost Const sabotngod o marinc strike in 1936 in order not to:
ombarrass Roodscvolt!s campaign for re=clocetions Tho labor party,
%gg by Lowis, Bridgos, cnd othors of thoir 11k, will do the samo

nge :

Hoving oonsideorod to somo oxtont tho naturc of the prog=-
ram ond activitlos of the labor porty lot us analyzc the arguments
for tho support’of such a party and for tho affilintion of the Marx-
1st party to ite Contrists, in order to oxplain the contradiction
botwoon their support of o iabor party and their general admission
that it is réformist and soclal=patriotic in its official 1doology
and activity, cttompt to drow o sharp linc between the burcaucrcoey and
tho rank and filos Thoe inabllity of the Marxists to cronto & sharp
cloavago botwoon tho burcoucrats and tho roank dnd £ile in tho trade
unions 18 a poor omon for thelr succoss in this task in tho lobor
partye No buroauornoy has ovor oxisted or will ovor oxist without
tho honost ldoological support of part of its rank and file, tho

@
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bribod support of anothor part, and the silont conscont of an ipe
activo part, Theso'olomenns will orist in thé labnr party ard g
as a mittor of faet, %o a much greater extent, Any justification of
the lobur party on the basis of the avgumens that 1ts contrel ®an
bo wrested from tho bureauveracy is utspian, In sre rovolutlonary
period, ard cven $0 souc extent befere, the rank and file gan be ’
broken away from the lahor party by a Marxist party: bul this break’
will be bampered if ihao Marxist perty has been o sponsor of the party
from whieh tho werksrs a»8 braaking. : L

. Anothor argumeni is thot the labor party is a treining
ground in politiocd thinking from which £ho werkers can bo readlly
brough® to the Marxist program and partye Wit Sruth is thoro in
thizv In Gormany prior to tho third 'Roich menbership shifie hoeweon
tho Socldl Domoerats, tho Communists, ond. tho Nazis tond to privg tho
contrarys Workors wﬁo had bocn brought up in tho réformia’ atmye
sphoro of tho SDP at momonts of erisis oithor rémainod "loyas' po
their lcaderihip, bocamo Nozls, or joinod tho CPs Nelthor thodw
nocoptanco of the CP 1ino or of the Na3i ldcology gave praof of &hoiw
willingnoss to ascopt the Marxist linc, Tho moro likoly dovolonucnt
aftor a tasto of roformism has boon shown by oxpericneco to bo oiypor
disgust with tho labor movoront (hnnoo-working—class olomonts 1in <ho
Nazia and tho oxistencoof tho "radical" Nazis) or olso an lnoblility
to distinguish a "loft faso" from a "loft 1ine" (honoo momborship-.in
the CP)s This will bo all tho moro truo if tho rovolutionary pariy
by ita advooaecy of tho labor party holps to miseduocate the lapor
movemont and ecan be pointed out by tho fasclets s part of the %00
of "laver fakors", In this couhtry tho fasolshs will prabably be
morc suctossful in rourulting from tho labor party than in Eurepoe

In Gormanz tho SDP mndo at loast some nrotensions to bolng o worizinge
olass party ahd ovor a long pecrlod of timo yad bullt up o “scngo of

‘olass solidarity in its mombors, »
, Aslde from tho quostion of "thd offoet of tho labar perty
upon tho ldoology and moralc of tho workors 1ts offcoct upon the rombor:
shlp and rooruiting of tho Marxist party is alsn important, WMaryxigt -
portios which mve "bored from #itain® pr Lliquidated into eentrist or’
roformist partles mve alwoyslost some of their members, Nopg impor {w
ant, tho Morxist party as a whole Ws always been effecteg in its po~
1itloal thinking by the 1doology of the wontri<taa. In tho esde of
ontrg into a rathor small organization which compete Prineipally en
ldoologlenl graunds this organizational loss moTr b mers thou ouf a0t
by tho galns from tho contrists. But ths Jasological losy cannot- be
offsets With tho complicating faotor of the finmneial and or gan e
zational rosourcos of a labor party backed by tie trade wnaion burmseau=
cracy tho organizational losscs and the inobllity o resruit of -the
Marxist porty will be much moro sorious, -

Anothor quoéstion ontors in to complicato tho mattor of
ldoological difforoncoss Wmt pesition corn the Marxist nérty iolko
on tho question of disciplince of the labor party? If it stands fop
o disolplinecd labor party it will be vnable to lold i%3 avn wornorship
let alone win ovor the mombers of tho ‘labor party., 1If it standg 2.~
goinst disciplinoe in tho labor parsy it is not for a party whigh/ﬁéll
anything but a f£loxibld tool in tho hrnés of RO baweducrteye  ango
“two poings aro obviouss A disciplined iabor porty membership wrty
sarry on certain activity whichk in sccord with Hho idehlogy of ihe
labor par®y will bo roformlist in charactor, Poopio carrying ny
such aotivity must ihovitably Justify it to themsolvos by adoptin
o roformisy ideologys On tho othor mnd an undisciplined leber paréy

c—.
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‘means onc in vhich the burcaucrccy is undliseiplined and can carry on

any sort of manouvres behind closcd dorrse To bo 2t all "oractical"

the Marxist must be for both o disciplined labor narty and his right
to broak that diselpline at any timec, .

In the formativo stages tho question of disciplino will
‘bo a soro point principelly whon the labor party is still wook ond -
mckes the rost flagrant deals with tho copitalist partics, Lator
the ldcolosgical differonecs and the noccssity of brecaking discipline
‘would tcoko oron more soverc forms - votos oha war approprictions,
support of wor, troatment of colonios, ctecs If tho Marxist broaks
the diseciplinc of tho labor party on thoso points they will bo
oren to the aeccusation of disloyalty to the working class levelled
at thom by the blircaucrcey; if thoy oboy disciplino thoy arc brenke
ing with Morxism, In ocithor casc tho problém of offoring a Morxist
linc to thc massos is an indurmountablo onoe :

Tho finnl argumont of tho contrists is that whore tho
trado unions go wo must follsw in ordor t6 sharo thoir oxpcricncos
and to have contact with their mombershipe Tho flaw in this con-
copt is thnt tho contrists forget that tho most important .of tho
oxporionccs and thosc which havo the charactor of class strugglos
to tho greatest dogrec arc thosc which take place on the oconomie
ficld - through tho trade unions and unomploycd organizations todayj
in thc workers?! councils tomorrow, Entry into a labor party and :
tdhorenco to its disciplinc would in thousands of instancos sacrifico
our frecodom of action and criticism in the oconomic organizations -
of tho workors for a Voicoc in the councils of tho labor party., Hord-
1y a worthwhile trodod Can tho labor party be eriticizod from tho
outsido and will the workers within tho labor party listen to thoeso
criticisms? Cortainlyl It was not neoossary for the Bolshoviks to
ondorsc tho Monshoviks and thc Social Revolutionarios or to ontor thosc
partios for their agitation and proposals for action to hve an offoct
upon tho mombors of thoso particse Nor has it boon suggostcd (ox-
copt by tho CP) that 1t 1s noocssary to joln the Domocrs tidé Party
(or the Ropublican) in ordor to propagandizc thoir mombers,

. Tho Marxist policy toward cithor the labor party or
ﬁoward any contrist grouping is bascd on tho considerotion that tho
arxists rust prosorve thoir froodom of action and agitation at :
oll costse Asido from this our line will take offoct on tho workers
- (cithor in or out of tho labor party) in'dircot proportion to its

corrcctnoss and to tho oxtoent to which wo ore in tho fighting organi~
zations of thc workors (tho trado unions and uncmployod organizotiong
today). ‘If we arc solidly ontrenched in thesc oconornice orgonizotiony
as militents and activists tho workers will rospoct our political
opinions. ‘

The quecstion of our approach to the labor narty has its
narrowver thctleal side also, Tho foct thnt tho Party connot ondorso
or affiliatc to a labor party does not mean that we cannot work with-
in ite But it docs moan that work thore is dircctod to tho intorcsts
of the Marxist party and not to. that of the. labor partye Tho in-
torosts’ of tho workors ond thosc of tho labor party aro diamotrically
opposods The Marxist party may mako unitod fronts with the lobor
party but 'tho basis on which wo approach it is that it 1s anothor

N refornlst, pro=-war party with a burcaucratic lchdorshipe.



wl4de

A point which must be considercd in tho ovaluation of
tho labor party is the dogroc to, which the genoral charactoristics
which moko support of the 1labor party inacceptablec to Marxists are
immutable and common (in thoir osscncc) to all labor partics or-
ianizod during the perlod of capitalist decays If the character-
isties which moke support inandmissable aro immutable and genoral to
all such partidés then tho formula which exprecsscs those generalization:
ds a prinedples That is what a principic is; the summrtién of gon-
-.ecralizations about strategy - a summiei on whlch holds truc in tho
face of natlonal poculiaritics or the particular moment when tho
phononcna ariscs, . oo

o Tho gonoral ‘charactoristies which aro always truc of a
labtor party during the period of capitalist dceay. arc = (1) a ro-
formist progranm, %2) control by a burcaueracy, (3) social~patriotism
in timc of ware Furthermorc, it is always impossible for tho Marx-
ists to eapturc the labor party and it is inadmissible for thom to
cndorsc or affiliatoto it, : » .

Ih sunmr tion?

' ' (1) No porsy oxoopt tho Marxist party cin Mve tho pro-
-gram whioch roprosonts tho néods of tho working class,

, , - (2) If thnt program is to tako root in tho masses and
in the party itsolf the Marxist Party rust precsorvé at all costs the
: groatest posasible froodom of aection and propagandae

(3) In order to proscrvo its froodom of action and
propaganda tho Marxist Party cannot ondorso or cnter into a none
Marxist. party but must rathor:prove to tho working c¢lass that such

-

a varty is of nccossity a party of botrayal,

(4) Marxists must work out tho tactics of dcaling with
- a reformist party; atactic whiéh will include such dovices as unitod
fronts and "poring from within",

_ (5) In tho progoss of bringing tho working class to
tho stago of revolution the influonce and prostige of all partios
cxcopt the Marxist onc must be Wostroyed or rmdc inoffoctunl,

: (6) Non-support of labor partios is a prineciplod
quostion on which the Marxist party can moke no compromisce
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THE REIATIONSHIP BETWEEREN FREE SPELCHE AND THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION

By Rogor B. Cross

Tho right of froo spcoch, & phrosc mouthod os it has
becn by gonorations of social roformors, political scholars, charle-
.tans, éhpap.golitigians, ond Bebblts, is today a brond, meaningloss
slogan, 8till capablo of invoking a hecarty rosponso, its oxaot
“limits aro convenicntly misty for thoso who wish to wiold public
ooinions Tho more stounch spokesmon of the Vostod Intorests right=
oously insist that an advoeato of Bolshovism should not be alloweod
to volco his opinions upon current affairs, for ho is advocating
tho ovorthrow of oxisting institutions, which is trgason. Lco
Tolstoy would probably maintain that no ono should resist an inveding
army boctusc that would be denying tho officers who issucd tho comriand
the right of froe spoochs Likewisc, ardent, enthusiastic Marxists,
in tholr zoal to be truo to thoir roligion will tcnd to confuso mili-
tant opposltion to'a cortain group with tho denial of froc spooch tp
that groups Tho dangoer of such an uncle&r oonsoption of o right, whic
1s o nocossary condition to any froc sQcloty, should be apparcnt to
anyone who uscs his head for somothing othor than a rcsting placo
- for tho roady modo opinions frooly manufasturod and distributod
by our ostoomod guardians of law ond ordor, or thoso just aos gonor=

- ously dissomlnatod by the trusted guirantors. 6f the purity of tho

Marxist-Loninist doctrinose. Without a cloar dofinition of froe
spcoch, 1t can bo offdotivoly supprossed whilo lip-sorvico is being
voolforously given it. Tho -lobol of 'Bolshovik! ir this country
and that of 'countor-rovolutionary! iri'Russia aro. constant reminders
of this lnsidious practices Theroforo, although o dofinition may

be toohnlcal, i1t is nowossary, both to maintain that right and alag
to insuro éffootivo action aghinst, smll wo say broadly, onomles qf
that righte o ' ' :

"Tho right of froe spocoh should not bo eonsoived of in
tho abstrocte It 1s basod on and should be applied to actual cire
curistancose Thisd must bo undorstood -beforo wo try to dcmarcate its
limitse Broadly, the right of froe spooch is tho right to say what
onc wantsto sy, Immodiately, the vory naturd of tho social organisr
imposcs a rostraint upon this unlimitod righte Othor individuals
rigihts arc protoctod by cotions 6f slander against tho porpotrators
of malicious untruths about thoms "I, is unnceossary to olaborate
upon tno wisdom of thls limitatiohs Tho important thing is to distin-
guish tho right to oxprcss onol's idoas from tho active participation
of an insurrcctionary naturo against the grioup in powors Tho ifte
dividual and socloty rmust be protcctod against, and must resist the
forcoful acts of criminals, of hirmful scbotage, of military attack-
of this therc can bc no questione But supprossing thesc acts is an
ontiroly difforcent thing from denying thesc pooplec tho right to frooe
ly oxpross thoir opinions. If & fasclst leader urges his geng of
tmgs to dostroy a pfskot-linc, and we dofond oursclvos by booting
him up, we aro not donying his right to speak, bub we arc donying
him the right to destroy our picket llnec, Thosc ard %o difforent
thingse Wo must koop this distinction clecar = that talking is diff=
eront than acting; thot although we may fizhi, and opposo, and cvon
provent cortain astions, we should not, bocausc of 1ts oxtremo import-
aneo as onc.of the guarantors of a froo sozicty, ovor dony any person
or any group the right to uttor and %o publish thoir boliofse

Just, as was pointod out abovc, 1t is noocossary, for the
woll boing of soc{ety as o whole, to qualify tho right of frco spooe!
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it 1s similnrli nodossary to restrict cchlons harmful to socioty
which may boe lndiroctly rosultant from the oxcreise of tho right

of froo spcoche It cannot bc denled that thore is a fairly oloso
rolatlon botwoen words and action. It rmay rcasonzbly bo urgod that
in provonting an cction, ono is offcativciy proventing tho right of
froc spoochs This too, cannot ho donicd, but the important point 1s
that 1t is an action which is boing proveiated, and only incideat:lly,
as o by product of the proaibited action, froc spoocch 4lsoe Porhaps
this distlnetion 1s arbitrary, and mosaphysically untonobloe It may
be truo that tho rolationship betweon tolking ond acting is so ciloso
and so eomplox, that it 1s impossible to draw & eloar 1lino of do-
marcatlons But, as wos pointed out boforo, and as will bo dlscussed
moro fully in a momont, tho disastrous consoquoncos of not drawin

o distinetion aro far groator thnn tho inconvenionéo and (possibly

tho contradiction of actling on such o distinction,

FREE SPEECH AS A VEIL (F BOURGEOIS CLASS INTERESTS

In tho scvontoonth,and oightoonth conturics, tho right
of froo spocch, along with tho princip%ée of solf-holp booomo popu=
lar and attained tho status of innlionablo rights as tho rosult of tho
oxigontlos of a dovoloping socioty of individunl production for ox-
changoe Tho dovolopmont and frocdom of tho individual was at thot
timo roquisito for industrial and culturnl advansoe Today the 1indus-
trinl and soclal situntlon hos changed, but not tho prineiples, laws
and customs of -tho sovontoonth and clglitoonth conturdéss Tho.highly
ooriplox toechnoecratic stoto of tho 'industrial arts! 1s,dopondont for
offeotivo operation not'upon onc individual nor o group of indlvidunls
but upon tho spocilalizod and trainod,work of millions of workors in
thousands of inter-relatod industrics.’ Democracy in practico hns.
boon domocraecy for tho monoyod classcss Thnt the slogans of !liborty,
fratornity and oquality! have boon used by the bourgooisio moroly as
ouphonics for tho moro prosaic pursult of mointainipg tholr clnas
position 1s familiar to all of us, and domonstratos, as Marx:put it,
that thoy arc intercstod in Infontry, Cavalry, ond Artillory and know
no¥ carc nothing for tho common 1doais of tho Fronch Rovolution. And
80; as tholr position bocomes morc insocuro, tho 'kopt olasscs! in=
oroasingly limit tho domoeratio rights of tho kooping clags, idcluding
tho right of froo spoochs Tho consummation of this proccss i1sy of
oourso, tho complote donicl of 4ll democratic rights, via a totalitar-
ian stotos Stoted quito simply, bourgeois free spooch is a sham, a
docoy, designed to lull pooplo into a false sense of socurity, and it
will be donled the momont 1t bocomos a throat t6 the continuod: oxist-
onoce of tho bourgecoisioca T : g o '

FREE SPEECH AND THE SOCIALIST IDEAL -

Soolalism contorplates that type of socioty in which all
mombors of humanity will bo froo to rcalizo thoir ,capaoitics and. to
onjoy tho fruits of ecivilization, that is, to livo lifo ag thoy sco
fit - or as Trotsky statos iy, sccialism has as 1ts ond, "tho libora-
tion of mankind", An individunlis frocdom is to bo lifitod only
whon nocossary for thno woll-bolhg of other individunlse In othor
words, we gilve up only those rights requisite for tho emooth functione
ing of a complex sociciye [t 1y always tQ be kopt in nind that tho
moximum frocdom for the dndividurl is the gonl of Socinlism. This
froodom would not% oxist without thd right of tho individual to ox=
press whatovor thoughts ho dosirose. Froc spooch ‘is.,onc of tho ul-
timoto objootives of o rovolutionary who dosires the roalization of
tho Soclalist Idoal,
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Inas:much &s this ideal hasnit been realized, what is
tho rolntionshlp between free speech and the working class rodey?
Liko tho bourgeois right of fiee. speech, I SuppaSe, the +ight of
froo spocch is algo & veil of the lnterests of  the working el853.
Their basic interes+t is to ebtain 2 decent livifhg which can be
securod only by revising the esonowmic apparatugs Before even the
first step can be taken ioward the achievement of the socialist
goal, thc incubus of ecaprtalism must be removed, The medns sel-
ecteé must bo crecked by fact and depend on whethey or net they 2id
in the attainnent of the geal, The Important questicn new arises
as to whether, by grantirg freedom of speech to eVerybod{, including
1ts strongest enemtég , & revolutionary party will be able to gffecte
ively advance, or whether, in order Lo conquer power 1t may not he
a better taetlec to deny cevtain opposifig groups the righh of free
speech. This 1s a question of tactics. Which wmethod will betier
aid us in the fight to liberate humamitys If it conld be esteblishod
that the only way that socialism could successfully be brought about

~would be by denying opponents tho right to spedk, then a revolution~-

ary party would mmve to follow that policye Howcver it would only

"be a last rcsort, for the consequences of such & policy would far

morc likely prove to be o boomerangs. .

SHOULD THE FASCISTS BE ALLOWED FREE SPEECH?

Tho curront articles in the prces of tho Sociallst

Workers Party have unamblguously plodged that party to nost violent
astioh in smashing tho faseists and in denying thom the right to
spoake A morc thoughtful loadecrship would simply agltatc to smash’
the faselsts, and loavo the quostion of tholr right to spcax «loase
Tho argurionts usod arc: that the avowod objoot of tho fascistc is
to smdsh all domoeratic rightse They wolld deny u8 the righs o
spoak, put us in concontration camps, and shoot us, Conscrucrntly,
why should thoy bo allowed froo spocch? Wa should smash thou,

v Wt is the logical conclusion of this arguncnt? Bo-
causo thé bourgoolslo arc our class cnemics, and should be fought
bittorly, wo should also dony tho Domocratic Party and the Republi-
can Party the right of froc spocoche If we don't do th's, wo nro
falling into tho samo fatal blundor of tho. Comrmnist Pariy, ~&cihst
which the Soeclalist Workers Party has continually poleitcizold, tnat
of scparating tho good capltalists against the bad capitalists,

. Is tho donial of frce spcooh to the fosclsts an assct
as & neans by which the Proletarict may conquor power? . In the [irst
placo, as hns alrcady boon pointed out, thorc sccns to be o confusion
of deontifying militant action against'fascikt orgenizations with :
donying ther the right of Irco spooches It is important that thosc
two things not be confusode Protccting onols sélf cgainst foscisst
violonec 1s not denying thom the right to spock, it 1S meorely ncot-
ing thelr forecful action by cetions oqually forcefule Likowisc
through our prcss, our dcnonstrations, our militant leadership of
the workers, ond tho ospousal of tholr cause, our pickcting, otc.,
we can offcctivoly corbat tho fascistse Tha% 1s to say that in tho
last analysis, the issuo of Socinlism veorsus capitalism (or fascism
if you liko) will be docidod by whether or not the confidcnce of tho
pcoplo has boon gained, and whethor thore has béen o corrcet aprlica-
tion of a corroot program. In the sccond placo, thoro is an cbvious
Inconsistonecy in demanding democratic rights under capitalisn walio
at tho samo time favoring tho doninl of thosc sanoe domocratic rights
to other groupse It tonds to dostroy whatovor hope workors hovoe of
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inecroasing and making morc meaningful those rights, In addition

it providos a vory strong justification for tho donial of what
domocrctic rights socioty stlll allows the working class, ouncoinlly
whon it is woll known that the group in powor profeors the faveists
to tho rcvolutionariose. Thirdly, it is not a very offcctive nocann

of roorulting mombors to fight with a rovolutionary party Iov n
socloty of £ho froc whoen that party alroady blatantly denics cthors
that frocdome Furthor, the prospcctive mombers rcad thoe DrGTE
llston to the radlo, attond einomas, all zontrolled by tho clmas

to which a rovolutionary party is cpposods 1Is it roasonable co
cxpoct that the bourgcolsle won't capitolize upon this inconsistoncy
of such a party, pointing out tho suporlority of Democracy ovor the
totalitarlanism of Socialisn and Corraunisn? This policy only
succoods in making the rcvolutionary propagoende that ruch more
diffiocult to put over, '

What will bé - tho offoect of this rathor dubious assot
in tho conquost - of power, if power 1s conquerod? Will it aid or
hindor tho possibilitios of attaining the Socinlist goal? .First
of all, tho mombors of tho rovolutionary party ond the workérs who
follow tho lcadorship of this party will imbibo an idcology, a sot
attltudo of a doliberato, unmorciful smashing of all oppononts = which
night aid in tho scizuro of powor, but which will moko oasy the &upp-
rossion of democracy (and froc spooch) within the Workor?’s Statoe
Mo¥o important, howover, is tho danger that tho ricans nay backfiro
and bocorio an ond in themsclvos (insofar as thoy aro tho dircet
antithosis of liboratod soclcty for whiéh Socialian stonds, and |
arc no longér moving in that diroction)sas hapoonod in Soviot Russia,
For oxamplo, tho concopt of a singlo party dictatorship boeoming in
a relativoly short tire the dictatorship of onc man, can scarccly be
overlookods” Ind®dhylng the fascists or bourgcoisioc tho right of
froc spooch, tho doterminction of who is a foseist and who 18.2 bour-
gooisic is icftvin tho hands of tho party or person in powere 'Fas-
cist! (or !bourgooisio!) &an too oasily bo changod to 'fnscist rind-
od! or !fascist-idoology's Honco it is vory vpossiblo that any porson
who disagroos with the party linc may find hinsclf denlod tho right
to spoak boeausc ho hns a fascist out-look! on thingse It is so
casy for domocrocy to bo supprossod anyway that a revolutionary
party cannot Afford to leavoe such a goldon opoortunity for tho Stalins
of tho futurces Wo rmst prosorvo and chorish wvhat fow guarantoos wo
havo agoinst the nenace of a burocaueratic dlctatorshipe Onc guaran-
too is that of tho right of ovory person, rcgerdless of his persu-
asion to cxpross frecly his opinionss

WILL A REVOLUPIONARY PARTY BE LESS EFFECTIVE IF FASCISTS ARE ALLOVED
THE RIGHT OF FREE SFEECH? :

The way to fight fascisn is through an intolligent,
rovolutionary prograrie Tho most o party can gain through tho donicl
of froc spcocech to the foscists is a éortoin nilitency which can be
Just as oasily gaincd by othor ricanse. The fascists can bo cxposcd
idoologically, their mootlngs ocan bo picketod (tho right to nickot
is not contraéictory to the right of froc spocehe When onc pickots
o nocting thoso two rights aro really corollariese If onc porson
hos a right to say what ho wishod, thon anothor norson has an
oqual right to objoet to what tho first person says, or oven to tcll
othor pooplo not to listone Thoro is no conflict asflong as tho
socohd person doos not physically provent the first person from snooke
ing)e Workors?! dofonsoc guards ean be usod for defcnso ageinst tho
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fasclstse Our slogans and langungo wopldn!t logo any of their
vigours . In short, & succossful rcvolution dopends upon the riilitont
lecdorship of o revolutionary pordy knowines wvhon o revolutionary
orisis ariscs, and whon to strilice - '

Again, the rcader should bo warnod nét to confuso
nilitory cetion or insurraction withatho donial of fréo spocch to
the opponcntse If thorc’is o rovoluticnory situc.tion, opnosing
forcos arc sharnly drcvne The fight at this monent is o ‘deternine
which of the two opposing grouns shill control thoe rachingry of
tho statos It 1s an arrsed strugzlos Tho oppoding groups arc not..
fighting the right of the othor perty to speak, but they aro opposing
tho diroot astions of thc othor, o

In conclusion, the dangers of.donying.thojfascists
tho right to spoak oxcéed Dy far ahy possible bonofit attained in
pursuing such a policy, We aro fighting for the froodon of tho
workorae To proscrve that froodor vo muzt gtop any possibility
of that froodom boing tokeon away from thorie -Wo rust novoyr forgot
tho intricato interrclétionship betwoon froc sncoch and Mtho
liboration of rankind"e Onc is so intogral o part of tho®othor
that donying onc is tantanount to a nogation of the dthore By °
donying tho right of froo spoosh to tho fasoists at this stoago,
whoro thoro isn't ovon -tho dxocusq of o rovolutionary situction,
tho Socialist Workors Party is indicating to o2 nild dogroo whot
its possiblo tacticsd toward oll of “its opponcnts will Bo after
tho solzurc of powore The chanco is too groat, ospccially whon
.nothing 18 geined by following this nolicye ' '

1t 1s 2ll too casy for lazy and dogriatic ninds to
oscapo the problom by sayilng thot tho right of froo. spooch 13 a
bourgools right, and lotting it go ot thate To call tho or'iticizon
of thls polley o Bourgooils Ilibvoral of tie olghtconth contury varioty
is also no answors Tho problon is far morc significant than that,
and dosorves tho attentlon of ovory sorious revolutionary,

.
‘.
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COMRADE CROSS INVENTS A PROBLEM

By Felix Horrow'

I have carefully rend and re-rend Conrade Cross? article,
"The relationship between frec speoch and the nroletarian revolubion."
I regret that i1t is not a fruitful contribution to analyzing the new
problems oonoretely raised by the slogan of Workers Defense Guardss
That slogan does ralse important new nroblens. Comrade Cross has,
however, sinply invented & non-existent provlen; he has done so, as
I shall show, in order to nronagate an historical inte-rprotation of
the Thernidorian reaction in Soviet Russia which is allen to the
Trotskylst exnlanation of the dcogeneration of the Workers State in
Russios The free speech "problem" inventéd by him serves meroly as o
springboard for a false historical thoory, Corradc Cross is within
his rights in raising any and all questionsa during the nre=convention
disoussions. But the main body of his article is an argwiont azainst
a straw pon, for 1% 1s not true that tho party "denles froe sneech to
fascista"; while tho real logicdal riotivation.of his article, === tho
enunclation of an anti-Trotskylst oxplonation of the dogonoration of
the proletarian dioctatorship in Russin ~w-=ig sixaply asscrted without
a wagrd of arguient or proof, . .

: Comrado Cross writes: "The ourront artiocles in tho pross
of the S,WsPe have unambilguously plodged thot party to nost violent
action in smnshing tho fascists and in donying the:n tho right to speak,
A nore thoughtful leadership would sinpl: ‘aglteto to'srnsh the fascists,
and leave the question of thoir right to speak alonceTho argunonts usod
aro: that the avowed cbJeet of tho frseists i1s to smmsh oll denooratic
rightse Tley would dony us tho right to snoak, put us in oconcontra-
tion gg&ps and shoot use Consequontly, why should thoy bo allowed free
snoech? ’

Where did Corwrade Cross find the Socinlist Appoal say~
ing thnt fasclsts should not be allowed to spoak? He citos no isguos
and poagos of tho Apnenl == and with good renson, for ho could f£ind no
such cltationse Yot ho blandly roports the Apnoalts arguuonts for
this nonwoxistcnt position:

‘ A vory fruitful discussion e¢an bo had on the extronoly
dolicnto problons connocted with calling ‘upon the workeérs to fight
agoinst the fascists: when to sponk purcly in defensivo torns, and °
whon to go over to toris indieating an offonsive against tho fascista,e
For the nomant, it is clear, politiccl roalitics == tho spoody growth’
of the foscists, our own'wooknoss == dictote dofonsive torrise A '
warning rmust also be given to tho narty ngninst a too=tochniecl con-
coption of the fornntion of Workors Dofcnsc Guards: wunloss the Guards
are meroly tho first ronks, oorrying with thon non-party and non=-guard
olomonts in thoir actions, wo shall find oursclvos dofenting tho roal’
purposo for nobilizing tho guords: gotting tho rasscs to nmove with use
Wo rmst also convinece tho party romborship -- and above all tho youthw=-
thot tho guard is o practical, foidsiblo and nrcssing toslke Thesc and
othor problens descrve discussiod, But not this invontion of Corrado
Cross, S

It hos long boon cloarly thought out, in tho Bolshovik
novoniont, whoro we stond on the quéstion of . froo spooch,e ~First of all
"froo spcoch" bolongs to tho catogory of "eivil llbortios". Lot thoso
who will, ongage in this activity==wo coertainly don't donounco tho
oxistongco of tho Amorican Clvil Libortios Union -~ but the tosk of tho
“ovolutionist and of tho working class and ita allios 1s tho fight for
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tho domoeratie rights of tho worlking classe

Fron tho ooncopt of #ivil libortlos", tho Amorioan
Civil Libortios Union logically arrivcs at tho point of offorin§ 1ts
sorvicos to faselsts who in 1sdlatod instancos run afoul of o "prow=
grossive" mayor or poliso chicfe What do wo gay about such actions
of tho ACLU? We say: for ovory Pascist norsocutod by tho stato, ton
thousand workors are porscoutcde Wo aro roady to toll tho ACLﬁ of
rioro cascs of workoral rights being violated, thah tho ACLU can possi-
bly handloe Tho ACLU knows this as well as we. But -the ACLU is so
anxious to prove 1ts rospcotabllity, so fawningly worrigd about tho
good oplnion of bosscs and their stoogoes, that the ACLU takes good
rionoy and lawyors that night bo used %o holp porsosutled workors, and
divorts 1t to tho uso of the fascistas, -

»

; : - This oconoroto eriticism’ of tho ACLU docs not involvo
a donlal of frooc spoosh to tho fasslists. Moroover. is it our busin-
08s to tell tho capitalist stato what to do about %ho fasclsts, to
ploase givo thom froo spéoeh? Not at all, Wo glvo advico -only to tho
workors, and wo 0all upon thon to filght fascisne Tho only point at
whilch we will sufpross tho froo spooch of tho fascists 1s only in tho
broad sonSc that, in carrying out:tho scizuro of stato powor, wec shall
undoubtodly have to srmsh tho fascist orgenizations' gnd suppross tho
fasclat ocodros, ’ ‘ :

Ard” horo wo ooro to tho roal intont of Cross! artidlo._

_Ho 1s worripd about tho oxtont %o which W70 shnll suppross, tho countors
- rovolutionarios 1n tho courso of §4rFying 6ut tho nstudl Soizurs of

stato powor, And.hd is vorriod®about this, botnuso ho bolloves that
tho dogonoration of tho Russian. Rovolution flowod fron such supprosge
lons, and that out rovolution will also dogoncrate if it ongagos in
such supprecssionss Ho writos that fror our attitudo in fighting the
fasolats - : : :

"tho ﬁombors‘of tho rovolutionary party and the workors who follow
tho loadorship of this party will inbibve an 1dbology, a sot
attitudo of o doli%orato unmorgiful srnshing of all oppononts,
whioh right a1d in tho soizuro of powor, but which will rmko oasy
tho suppréssion of domocraéy (and froc spocch) within the Worl-
ors Statos More inportant, howovor, 1is-tho dongor that tho
rmoans rny bagkfiro 4nd bocoro an énd in thorsolvoses 03 happone
cd in Soviot Russia, For oxariplo, tho concont of a singlo pvarty
‘dictatorship bosoning in a rolativoly short’ tiric tho dictatore
ship of ono man, can seargoly bo ovorlookod," -

* - Thls falso thoory 1s statdéd just liko that, without
arguicnt, ag if. it woro an obvious truthe But tho Fourth Intore
nationalist;movoh nt has producod an cnorrious 1itoraturolflow1ng

fron an ocntiroly difforont thosis: thnt tho degonoration of the Viorkors
Stato in Russin flowod primarily from tho iselation of tho revolution, -
tho failuro to sprcad 1% to tho rest . of 'Europo, oxacorbated by tho
prinltivg ooononie tochnology of Russing .

What 1s involvod horo aro tho vory foundations of our
movoniont: thoso who deduec tho dogonoration of tho Russian Rovolu~
tion from tho Bolshovilk nethodology =-=and that is tho tendeney of
Corirado Crogs ~w'invariably ond bycbogoning opnononts of tho prolot=
arian royvolution. Comrado Cross is within his rights in scying angye
thing ho ploascs during the coursc of the pro=gonvcntion dilscussion,
But if ho dcsirecs to attack tht fundarontal riothodology of tho rovo-
nont, let him do so, and d4 with recasoncd arguiaont based on an in-
dleated foniliarity with tho literaturc of our novoniont, and not ag a
bywtho-by apropos of an articlc about a’non~cxlatent nroblor reised
by tho slogen of Workors Defenso Guards,
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THE CRISIS OF OUR SEMI~-WEEKLY PAPER

L) : by
o Sherman Stanley

.

At the time of writing this-report 1t is impossible to state
what has been the reaction of our party and its branches to our warn-
ing signal that the Appeal is in eerious danger, '

However, the purpose of this article is to explain as simply and
olearly as poSsible the reason and explanation for this crucial fin-
ancial situation that has ocaused the absolute drainage of our reserve
fund of approximately $3200 in little Tess than 4 months time. We
wlsh to make 1t entirely clear thet the Appeal erisis cannot be basi-

- cally solved by .such measures &s large donations or fund raising a-

lones The only real - that 1s, revolutionary solution - lies in ex-
pansion of its c¥rculation, adéing to its aubseription lists and the
development of a system of prompt bill paymentse All of this 1s con-
tingent upon a sharp rise in party morale and agltational activity,.

. I R T ST DRTY .

- What Has Happened:

- Around the middle of February, 1939, wé had oompleted our $3000
drive and had gotten off %o a flylng starte The branches and ranks
were highly enthusiastie over our suscess, Cafeful instructions about
the new paper and 1ts upkeep had been sent oute Literature agents
had replied steting that they would be able to meet our needs. Not
& single branch ocut 1its bundle order, which meant that 1t was propared
to do double the work e&ch wee n order to dispose of tho semi-weeke
ly bundles. d

It must be olearly. understood.thet expenses had more than doubled
over the weekly Appeals el

(1) Printing costs were automatically doublod.
(2) Engraving was more than doubled sipeg. bho moroe popular
ﬁ£§§%l demanded more cuts and pictures,
(3) ng likewise more than doubled due to certain
postal-rogulations whish make & seml-weokly more than
© twice that of a weokly,
(4) Equipment, postage and miscollanocous chargos more than
. doubled bocause of our greator necdse
’ (58) Certain promotional undertakings worc launched (nows=
: boy aprons, posters for hoadquartors and nowsstands,
groater frco circulation, otcs)s We had not donc thesc
things beforo, : .
(6) But abovo all, tho oxponso of wagoes (tho busincss and’
' editorial staff) camc closc to bc%ng tripled oach wcoke
Tho full 2~a~woek staff was oquivalecn 0 6 full-timo
workers, plus ono ‘assistant, (% wook).

During the first wceks of tho 2~a=wook paper, tho wookly doficit
ran far above $100 duc to tho fadt that thero Iad as yot been no ap-
prceiable inercaso in the incomcs This had boen oxpootod and had
beon allowed for in our planninge The obvious roason why wo had
raised tho $3000 roservo fund was to holp balanoc the budget in tho
first difficult wookas ' o
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However, wo had countod upon the following factors whioh we
thought would tend to decroasc theo wpekly doficit to & small amount
(say $80 per weok) and bring income and outgo closer togothor,

First, a cut in exponditures which would como with stabilization
end systomatization of our papére After the first month this did
tako placo to a certain oxtonts. - :

Secondly, = and far more lmportant - wo wore counting upon a

50% or moro lnorease in incomees Bundlo ordeor and subscription inecomo
cach month account for about 70 to 80% of the rogular, total income,
Thoso two items form tho lifo=blqod of our papore Lot there be no -
mistako about thatl . Vo had . countéd unon'= to put 1t most 8imply =
‘getting a lot more subs on our 1ists and solling a lot moro papecrs.
This vmas abholutcly ossontial for tho suecoss of our great undortak-
"~ inge Tho failuro of this to maturc in roality is tho basic causo of
-onr_prosont orisise "7 o . - R .

During tho poriod of our subscription drive (which was a roason-
gblo suceoss) thoro was a woloome and hoalthy lhoroase in subse In
Maroh, whon wo got 405 subs (an all timo roocordd) our doficlt wont
down considerablye. Howovor, sinco thon, tho subsoription rccord has’
bocon disastrous, It has dropoed to a wookly avorago of less than 40}
This 13 below our avorago for the wookly- Appoals In an.cffort to bol-
‘stor this up and pulleout’ af tho .slump wo Eﬁvo organizéd a onc=month
campalgh for ronowal subi. - Wo must frankly stato that the rosulta so
far havo boon nogligiblo, ' Horc lios our first sérious diffioulty.

‘ Saoondlg,:as nogards bundlo ordor paymonts, wo must admit a
somploto fallure along thoss 1inos, Tho avorago monthly .totals aro

. baroly above those of tho wookly papor. And yot wo aro circulating
twico tho numbor of papors oach month§ Tho riso in bundlo .ordor in-
comc hasd been so small that 1t has had no practiocal offoect upon tho .
doficite Horo is tho ossonco of our problom: gotting paymonts in full
“on orddrs’ Takon by tho Dranchoss  THOro ¥s today an outstanding dobt

of moro than $800, ° .
WHAT WE_HAVE DONE;

. Faelng tho faot that our rosorve funhd was rapidly boing drainod,
tho Appoal took drastioc cconomy moasuros, Tho businoss and oditoria
stafl” was.out from tho oquivalent of 6% fulletimo workors to 3 = a vers
~itable WPA slashl. Wo woro able to roducc printing costs slightly and -
all promotional aotivity involving oash outlays woro tomporarily
droppods Exponscs woro roducod by ovor $60,00 por wooke But wo cine
not E?saiblx-rodhco thom any furthor without abandoning tho Z-a-wook
_papor ory dollar - no, ovory ocont = wo row spond 18 an unavoldablo

nooossitye Vo havo out to the vory marrow .of tho bono}

r But tht solc offoot of this hasiBoon-only to lowor the doficit

-and slow up tho rato of approaohing bankruptoy. Tho problom of raise
ing tho ‘incomo still rapmains and domonds  ranid solutione It i3 a
scissors problom, in'which wo must mako both blados approash onc an=
othor, " ’ . '

L4

CONCLUSTONS :

Two conslusions arc unavoidables

(1) Undor tho bost oiroumstancos wo oan oxpost a wookly
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dofizit of at least $50.00. This assumos no chango in proscnt costs,
It is Uhercforc nccessary to ralsc $3000 per yoar for the publication
of our 2~a~wock napors

(2) This minimum weokly deficit of $50,00 wlll, howoveor, bo
much .orger unless wo inercasce our presconk wockly rovchuc by 30 _to_ 40%
cach weck of the years This can only be donc by ineréasing tho numbor
of subs we got and by inéreasing bundlc order rovenuc, All othor
Aupcal incomc itoms (ads, donations, bound volumec salos, otce) arc

B i i r-a

praceleally negligible, '

Hence, in the fullest scnsc of the word, the fate of tho 2-a-wock
Anpoal rosts cntircly upon tho cfforts of tho loeal units and tho ranls
ard~filo comrados. We in tho officc eannot got subs or scll Aoncals

in tho strootss Wo have owr hands full writing, publishing, mazililng,
and managing.

To summarizc = tho following tasks must bo immediatoly placcd
boefore our Party and thoir practical solution organized: .
(1) Raising of a $3000 Doficlency Fund cach yoar,
()  Organizing of tho party to raiso subscription incomo,

(3) A systom that will periit prompt payment of branch
debts on bundlec ordcrs,.

(4) An inercasc in solos through (a) mass strcot salosg
(b) organization of morc and bottor professional
sales brigades; (3) inercaso TH nowsstand circulation.

Horo, in bricf, 1s tho problem of tho Appoal.

% * 3% 4 4

o
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PeSe Wo ncglostecd to mention tho sharp and alarming drop in bundle
order circulotion that began after onc month of the scml~wockly papor,
Dotroit opcnecd the way by cutting its bundlo frém 250 to 50 per issuo,
Aftor that, in short order, come éuts from Sk, Paul, Clovecland,"
Tolodo6, Ockland, Scn Dicgo, Donver, Washington'D«C,, East Chicago,
Flint, Rochester, Allcntown, Roadinj ctee, otce Thore wero scveoral
bundle ordor canccllations, besidos. As a result our total bundlo
ordor circulation has dropped by over a thousand por issuo below that
of tho wcekly Appoal at its bogtl This 1s a dircct rofloction of our
currcnt crisis,




