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(Stenographorts rote: The following is o rough draft of a disoussion held
with Comrade Crux July 20, 1938, ) :

QUESTION: Vhet influcnoe oan'"prosperity", an eoonomlo rise of Ameriocan
oapitalism in the next period, have upon our aotivity as based on the trane
sitional program?

CRUXs It is very difficult to answer becousc it is an equation with many
unknown elements, magnitudes, The Mrst question ig if a eonjuotural improves
ment is probable in the near future, It is very diffioult to answer, espeo=
ially for a person who does not follow the oharts from day to day., As I sce
from the Mew York Times, the sncoimlists ave very unoertain about the quesw
tlone 1In last Sunday's issue of +he New York Times, the businecss index °
showed a very oonfusing tendenoy, During the last wook Lhere vas a less,

two weeks belfore a rise, and so on., If You consider the general picture we
gee that a new orisis has bogim showing an almost vertioal line of deelino
up wntil Jeuuary of this year, then the 1ine booomes hositating «e o zigezag
line, but with general deolining tendenoy, PRut the deoline during this yeor
is undoubtedly slower than the deeline during the nine months of the proocede
ing year,s If we oonsider the preoeding period beginning with the slump of )
1929, we gee thet tho orisis laistod almost 3% years before the upturn began,
with some smaller ups and dowms, lasting 4% years == it was Roosovelt "prog=-
perity", In this wey the last oydle was of 8 years, 3% years of orisis and
4 yoars of relative "prosperity", 8 years being eonsidercd as n normal time
for a ocapitalist oyole, Now the now orisis begen in August 1937, and in
nine months has remched the point whioh wms ronohed in “he procoding orisis
in z%~years. It is vory diffiuelt to make a prognosls new conoerning the
time, tho point of & new rise, If we oangider the now slump from tho point
of viow of its doepnoss, I repont, tho work of 2% yoars is comploted by “the
orisis, yot it has not reached tho lowest point of the precoding orisis,

If wo oonsidor the new orisis from tho point of viow ¢f timo == nire yoars,
or aovon, oight years, it would be too esrly for a now up=-movements That is
why I repeat that prognosis is diffioult, Is it neocgsary that the new orige
is should rgach the same point ~- the lowost point ‘w= as the proccding orise
is? It is prodable, but it is not absolutoly surc, What is oharactoristio
of the now oyole is that "prosperity™ did not receh the high point of pro=
ooding prosperity, but from that wo oannot make in an abstroob ImMIner 6 oonw
olusion about tho nadir, What oharaotorizos the Roogovolt prospority is the
fact that it was a movement mainly of tho light industries, not of the builde
ing trados, the hoavy industrios, This mnde this movenont develop in a wvery
limitod fashion, That is preoisoly the renson why the broakdoym oome so .
ontastrophionlly, becauso tho now oyolo did not havo a solid basis of heavy

' industries, ospooinlly of the building trudes industries whioh ard oharace

torizod by now invostments with a long term perspoctive and so on,

New we oan thoorotioally suppose that the now up=movoment vill
include morc than building industrios == the hoavy industrics in goneral -
in viow of the faot that despito oonsumption during the last poriod tho
machinery was not rencwed sufficiontly and now the demand for it will bo
groater than during the last conjunoturc, It is possible it can give a
groator,-a morc solid upemovement than the proocding, It is absolutely not
contradiotory to owr genoral annlysis of a siok, doolining oapitalism oouse
ing groater and groator misery, Thig thoorotical possibility is t6 & oortnin
dogreo supportod by tho military investment in publio relief works, It
significs from a large historical point of viow that the nation booomes
pooror In order to pormit bottor eonjusturos to~doy ond to~morrow, Wo oan
comparc such a conjucturc with s tromondous exponsce to the gonoral organism,
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Tt oan bo oonsidered ns pcasibly a nov- promar oonjunoture, but hen will
it begin? Will the dovmsmovement coniinue? Tt is possitle == probable,

In tha* gonge we will Lave ir the rnexi poriod not 13 or 14 millions, but

16 rillions of vnemploved, In tlis serge all we said about the transition-
el progran will be reinforocd in ovcey respeot, but “re are adopting a hy-
pothesis of a new upemovorent ir the pexl few nonths, i helf o yé&r”or“ .
8 year, Such & movement may be inevitable, ¢

To the first guestion, if sueh an up~movement can be morc fovore
able te tle general porspeetive before our rarty, I believe wo oan ansiror
with a categorieel yes, that it would bo morc -favorable for use There oane
not be any rcagon to belicve tnat Ameriorn oapitalisu oan of itsolf in the
next peried heoome a séund, Lenlthy oupitelism, that 1t oan absorl the 13
rilliors of wemploycd, Lut the quostion is, if wo formulate it in a very
simple and arithmetical form == if in the nexl year or two years tho ine
dustrics «bsorb 4 nillious of workers from the 13 millions unonploycd, that
will leove 9 million, ‘Would thet te favorable from the point of viow of the
rcvolutiORary novement? I belicve we oan auswor with o oatogorionl yeog.

Vie have o situntion in o country == a very rovolutionary situntion
in a very oeonscrvativo oocuntry ~= with 4 subjootivo haokimrdnoss on tho part
of the montnlity of tLo working olass. In such a situation, coonomio piocke
ups «=- shurp coonomic pickeups, ups-ard =doims == from & historionl poin# of

‘view have a scoondary charaotor but in tho immodinto sensc have a profound
offeet on tho lives of millions of workerse To-day thoy have o very gredt
importanco, Suoh shalo=ups arc of a very greut revolutionary imnortanoo,
Thoy shake off théir comscrvativonossg they foroe them to sock an account of
vhat is haproniig, whit is the perspective, And overy such shokoeup pushes
gomo siraium of the workors o *he rovolutionary road, More ooncrotely, néw
tho Arcrican workers aro in an Lnpasse = a blind alley. The big movoment,
CeIuOs, Las no imnedintc poerspootivo beeause it isg yot guided bty o revolue
tlonary paity; and the difficultios of the Cel.0, are very groat, Frem the
other side, the revolutionary vlaaonss aro too woak in order %o givo to tho
movemont o sharp turn to the politiewnl road, Tmagpine that during tho noxt
period four willions of workors ontoer the industrios, It vill not soften
the sceinl rntogonisa == on the oontrarys It will sharpon thems If tho
Jindustrics were eapable of ebsorbing tho 13 millionor 11 million of wncme-
ploycd, tlon it would sirnify for a long poriod-a softoring of tho olass
struggle, but it ean only alsord - purt, and tho majority till rornin wiom-
ployeds  Every unomployed person sccs shnt tho onplojed have works Ho will
look for wmork, and not [inding any will cator into tho wonploycd movenent,
I teliew: in this period our slogon of +l.c gliding soalo oan rocoive very
great popularitys that is, thut we wsk for work Tor everybody wader doocnt
oonditions ir o populer forms: ™io must find work for all, wdor dooont cone
ditions vith doocnt sularios”, Tho first period of a rigo_ee ooononic risc --
would bu wveory favorable, cspceially for ihisg slogane I boliévo alsc that
the othor very important slognn of defunso, workers?! nilitia, cto, would
also find fuvorable soil, o base, beonuso through ‘such a limitod and wioortnin
rise = coononmio risc = tho capitalists buoonc vory anxious to have inmcdinte
profits und they look with groat hosiilify on the undons vhich dd.sturs tho
possibility of now risc in profitse In suoch oconditions I toliove that Harmue
would be Luitated on o larse sealc,

, Tic question of the labor party bcforc the trade wiions. OFf coursc
the €,I1,0. through a new prosperity vould have a neiw possibility of d-volop-
rente  In that sonsc wo ean supposc that the inmprovemcut of the conjunoturc
vould postpono the question of the labor party. . Not that it v1ll losc its
wliolec propugandistio inportanec, but i+t will losc its aoutcencss, 'fo oon theon
preparo the progressive cloments to nooopt this idos and ho rceady vhon the
nov orisis approaches, vhich will not be long in oconing,
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I deliove that thls question of Hnguolsi: hos o tremendous impore
tanoe, and that o now progpority, a now upturn, would give us groator pos-
sibilitios, A now upturn will signifly that the definito orisis, tho dofinite
oonfliots aro postponod for some years in spite of the sharp oonflicts during
‘the rise itself, Ard we have the greatost interest in winning more time
beoause wo are woak and the workers are not prepared in the United sStates,
But even a new upturn will give us a very very short time = the dispropor-
tlon betwoen the mentality and the mothods of Américan workers in the sooial
oriais, this disproportion'is terrifig, However, I have the impression that
¥o nust give same oonorete cxamples of suocoss and not limit ourselves only
to giving good theoretical advice, If you tako the Hew Jersey situation, it
is a tromondous blow not only to soocial demuoracy but to the vorking olass,
Hague is jJust bogimiing, 'Wo also ‘are "Just boginning, but Hague is a thousand
tmcsmorQPOWPMocgooo040‘00000 ~

0f oourso the question of the LP oannot be oonsidored indspendent
from the gonoral developmont in the next poriods " If a new preapcrity oomos
for gomc time and postponos the qucstion of e LP, thon the question will
for somo timo beoomo morc or lcas acadomio, but wo will eontinue to preparc
tho pgarty in order not to lesc timo when the question again becomes aouto,
but suoh a treumcndous prosperity is not vory probablo now and if thc ecorie
onie situation romuing as now, thon tho party oan ohange in g short time,
The most important fuot we must wdorlinc is the total differcnoc in Aumerioes
in oonneetion vith a working olass from Europé, In Europo, let us say in
Gormany beforc Hitlor, in Ausiria, Franoo now, Greot Britain, tho quostion of
a paryy for the workors vms lookod upon 83 o nooossity, it was a ocommonplaco
for the venpuward of e working olass and for a largo stratum of the masscs
thomsolvea,

In the United States the situntion is nbsolutoly different, In
Fronco political agitation oonsists in tho attempts of the CP to win the
workors, of tho SP to win tho workors, nnd overy cor:ssious or semi-oonsoious
worker stands bofore u oholcc, Should ho cdhoro +o tho SP or tho CP or
Radieal SP? TFor the kadieal Sooinlist Party it is not such a prohlem, sincc
that 1s mostly for the foremon, but the workors have to choosme betwoon tho
SP and thc CPe In the United Stutos tho situntion is that tho working olaass
nouds a party - its omn rertys It is tho first step in politieal ocducation.
Wo onn say that this first stop was duo five or ton yoars ago, Yos, thoore
ctloally that is so, but insofar as tho workors vore more or less sAatisficd
by the trade union machinory, and cvon lived without this mokinory, tho
propaganda in favor of n working olanss party vms moro or loss theorotionl,
abstraot and scinoided wdth tho propaganda of cortain oontrist and eormunist
groups and so on, Now the situantion has okangod, It is an objoetive faot
in tho scnsc that tho new trdo wunions orcated by tho workers oame to an
impassc = a blind allcy - and the only wy for workors already organizod in
trado unions is to join thoir forces in ordor to influonce logislation, to
influcnoc the olass strugglos, The working class stands beforc an altornae
tivo, EBithcr the trude wnions will be dissolved or they will join for pola
itienl notion, That is the objootive situntion, not oronted by us, and in
this sonso tho agitation for o working olass party beoomoes now not an abe
stroot but o totally oonercto stop 4n Jrogress for tho workors organized
in the trade uniors in tho first ingtanec ond fer thoso not organized ot all,
In the scoond plaec it is an absolutely eonoroto task dotsrmined by coonarie
and gooinl oonditions, It would bo absurd for us to say that boonuso the
new party issuos from the politionl amalgruation of tho trodo unions it will
of nocossity be opportunistio, Wo will not invite the workers to mnke this
sarc step in the sanc wey as abroad. Of coursc 1f we had any real choioo
botwoon a reformist party or o rovolutionary party, wo would sey this is
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your addross (mocning tho rovolutionery rarty)s But a party is absolutoly
ncocssarys 1t is tho only road foi us in this sitvations To say todt wo
will fight azoinst opportuniem, ns of coursc wo i)l fipgkt to-day oand tow-
norrow, ospooially if the working olass poerty had teon organized, by brooke
ing o progressivo stcp whioh oun produwso oprortunisn, is o'very rccotionary
polioy, aud scoterianism is oftrn Fenetionary beenuso i opposcs tho nogw
cssary aotion ef the TJ‘OI'}d:nﬁ 010-830 seesencsesssoe ‘

I belive thet tlhe most fishting elements in the trzde unions
should boe cur youth, who should not oppose our movement to the
LY but go insido the LF, vven 4 very opportunist LP. Thoy must
bo insides That i thelr duty., That our young comrades separacte
the transitionul program from. tiw LP ¢ wpyderstandable becuuse the
transitlonnl nrogram is un international question, but for the
Unitod Stutes they are connected = both questions - and I bellevo
£hnt some of our youn;; gomredea cocept the fransitional program
without good underatanding of its mesning, for otheorwise the
formel sonaratlon of it would lose for thom all imnortancee.

4
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LABOR PARTY we PROGRESSIVE? REACTIONAKY?

idal Druper

The Minority in the present disoussion has tried ac far as possible
to oonter the debate around the basic issues. At the boeginning especially
the Iajority spokesmen were quite free with the accusation tlat we want to
have nothing to do with the LP movement at all, that we want to "stand aside”
from this movement and let the burenucrats have free reing in this vay a
geotarian straw men was orccted which it wms only too easy to knéck dowm, MWe
were accusod of being entirely negative, of being only "agairst", of having
ne posi‘tive line for the partys but more than half of the Minority Resolution
(Dulletin #%6) is devotod %6 o positive statoment of a line of action for the
porty =- whioh, to Le surc, the Mojority has the right to disagree with but
not to ignores "We wore accuscd of being completely abstraot and "thoorotical
in our approach, hawing nothing to say regarding conorete taotics in looal '
instanoesy but wo hevo denlt at length, especially in the New York disoussions,
with Fennsylvenin, Minnesota, the ALP, eto, But these are not the central
issues, :

The oentral icsue, for scientific sooialists deeking an attitude
toward the LP, is our estimate of tho afiect of the formation of a LP on
the development of the working 01888 wa le, vhcthor o LP ecould play a pro=-
gressive role, The Najority resolution as well as all its spokecsmen, says
yose Our position s that 1% ocannot, and that is the basio reason why we
ocnnot advoonte its formition when none exists,

We do not intend to ropont at longth here the arguments and anale
vels on this quostion put forvard in the Hinority resolution, whioh dovotes
o fairly largo scotién to it, Wo uskods Owr position has beon that a LP
oannot bo progressive in this period of capitnlist deolines this oonolusion
is based on-tho following onnlysiss what wos or is wrong with it? And if
& LP cannot be progressive undor oonditions of capitalist dooclino, how docs
it booome progressive wnder conditions of soute social orisis? -- This ques=
tion wus labeled by tho Mejority "juggling with doad quotations", nomoly,

- our past position, "abstruot thoorctics", eto, In its stead they put fore
wnrd tholr omn theories "proving" the progrossive charaecter of a LPe Thore
hos boon ne soarcity of such new=born-thoorics

ls Tho theory of the "mngs movoiiont™, =~ This is the thoory put
forwnrd by the lhjority Resolution itsolf, Aoocording to it, we opposod .
advocaoy of a LP. in the past because "In those disoussions wo saw only o
aspoots of tho question == a labor party whioh did not exisgt in roalityese
or a possiblo fully dovelopod labor parby somo time in tho future"dbut are
now oconfronted with an intcmedicte stege «- the oxistendc of o mass move=
nont toward a LP but no LP detunlly formod, This is tho changod oondition
which revorscs our position, == Now tho starting point of this thoory is
Just not true; we did not ignorc this consideration, Tho Clarityltcs roisod
this time and aguin in our disoussionss Shachtman in the N.I. (mar., 1936)
took it up as Browdor'!s motivetion of the ohonged lino of tho CPg Burnhom
in tho Appeal (1936); ote. - This "jugpling with quotationa® by tho Majority
is morcly a disingenuous attompt to prove that we were correct, are oorroot,
ond will be correcet, before, during and aftor,

But suppese we did not oonsider this case, what then? It would
geen an elementary proposition, that if we were opposed to the formation of
e LP on the ground.that such a party could play only a reactionary role,
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THE EXISTENCE OF & MASS MOVEMENT FOR SOMETHING WE DONYT VANT == DOESNOT
CHANGE CUR MIND ABOUT FOT WANTING IT. 0Does this iemn +he wmess moveoacnt is
on entiraly negative factor im our considerntionsy Far from it The oxis-
tence of this movenent ménns that seotions of 4lLo workors went to break
with ctpitalist politics, are groping for independeat poiitionl ~otions
Their still Laolkward neninlity louds thor: %o policve tnot a LD would roally
give politiocal indepondence, e do not egrce, we want to show tiwem that the
oontinuntion of their movement leads them to rovolutionary polities, to a
revolutionary program, This 4s too fur ahead of thon, they will not undere
stand vs, but oling to their LP 1llusions? It is hore that Crux's romarks
on vhe Transitional Program ars rclevent in the LP discussion:

"Wo havo repeatcd rany ‘times tiat the seientific ohuractor.of our
aotivity coasists in tho faot that wo adapt our progrem not %o politiocul
oonjuicturcs or thoe thourht or mood of the mngses as this mood is today,
but wo adept our program to tho objective situation as IT Ig rcpresented by
the ooonanio olnss strusturc of socioty, ¢ o This Program, ¢ 0annot be une
derstood by the workers as u wholc, It would be ver; good if the vonguard
would wnderstand it in the next period ard that thoy wopld then turn and
-8ny to the workerg, 'You must Save yours.lves from £ascismels o o . THO ICe
formists have a good smcll for vhat the audience wants - as Wormon Thomag =
he gives thoem that, But thot is not écrious revolubionary activity, - We
must have the courage to bé wnpopular, to .sey tyou are foolst, tyou arc
stupid!, tthey betray youts o o"(Bullctin #6, ppe 11, 12, 14)

o ‘The progrearive oharnoter of +he workers! desirc for indepondont
politioal actlon doos not irsurc tha’ thic LP form into which it is ohannele
izod roally realizcs this dosire, rathcr dsn distorts it. This 18 n ques-
tion whioh wo must decido on the besis of owr owm politieal ideas, not on
" tho basis of tho bookward mentality of the workers, And then bring these
political idtas into the backward mnss movement itself, demonstrating their
validity not merely through ex cathedra pronunoiamentos but by going through
the LI exporienoes of tho WOTrkors viih them, alvmys pushing them forvmrd,

2 The theory of the transitional progrem, -=- I refer not to ths
velidity of the transitional program itself, upon which we base our position,
but to the theory of the Majority that 1t is preoisely our ardalysis of the
Mdeatl: agony of capltalism" whioh males the LY. progressives This is already
dealt ‘with in tre Mnority Resolution, Let us sce how the ko jority resolu~
tion establishes the conueoction, The attempt in this dircotion is in *he
first parggroph, : ‘ )

/" Undeér the conditlona of socizl orisis, trnde wnion aotion slone
oannot solve "even the most pressing iurwdfate problems of the workors,"
'TMis iz absolutely correct --"the orisis,,..cancels out the gains of the
strike vietories..." The workers look Tor & wey oub; a scotion of them at
‘least turns toward politienl notion as the remedy, ~-Is politioal motion the
way out? Cortainly, but not just any kind of political ocotion, Notb capi-
talist politios, of cowrse; not reformist politios certainly; the wholo point
of the general thesis is that only rovolutionary politieal action ean solve
"even ‘the most ‘prossing immedicte probloms of The workurs". And our tosk
in this period 4s to harmer awny ot this idea, cowmterpose revolutionary
polities to the illusory soluvtions provosoed by others, demons*rate this
oonoretely through agitation for our transitional derands, exposc the inabe
11ity of the LP or LP movements to do anything for tho workers,

A The oonolusion the Mrjority drews is rather - to toll the worke
ors to form o labor partye Do wo tell them that the LP will be as poworless
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&8 trade union action to sclve their problems? It would be rathor diffie-
oult to corvirco the famous "rdwr workor" to go ahcad and form a LP if this
Wwere 80 =~ g8inco hc i8 not so mucl intorcsted in improving his mind along
psyohologicully progressive lines us getting whet ko vants, Does not then
tho Majority believe that the LP will bo as powerless as trade wnion action
to solve thcae problecias? Hore we oome to the third theory,

8e Tho theory of the "revolutionary labor party". == Agoording to
the Majority, 1t vould be false ond "wWtimatistio" to toll the workers in
advonoo that o LP oould not solve "treip rost prossing immediate probleus”,
True, o roformist LP oould not] But wo do not advoonte o reformist LPs wo
‘advooate a LT with the rivolutionzry transitional program (sco Shootmon -
Purnhon article in N,I,),

.~ Doos this moan that such on animal as a "revolutionary LP" may
oomo into existonoo in Ancrisa today? ‘The Mnjority spokosmon discgree on
this"point, Somo say: No, e know that os well as yous but wo tell tho
workers to fight for it in order %o sot thom ir motions Shachtman is more
oategoriouls A "rovolutionary LP" is Mot exolvded"s it has boon soon bow
fore, vide the Norwegian Laber Tarty vhich affilintod to tho C,I, after the
wor (and vhich was bouncod out beoause it oontinucd to carry out & rcformist
lino undor oover of the formal affilintion); the quostion of whethor the LP
ocon ‘be revolutionized will bo detormined only in the ocoursc of struggleo, we
cannot teoll the workers in udvanoe, oto, ' :

Now we too aro in favor of rqising-r¢volutionary domonds inside
tho LP movemont in order to set tho workers in motion that is not tho
point of divergencc, Tho point is proeisoly this: whother wo foster tho
i1lusion that the LP 3411 be nble eflectivoly to oarry out the rovolutionw
ary program vhish we proposo, , o

, We hawve the porspoetito’ thet the workers in the coming period will
be foroed 4o turn morc and morc townrd o rovolutionary program. If no LP
exists, thon the only dircotion they oon turn is towmrd us, ¥rovided we know
how to reech them effeotively with our megsage and organizdtion, But if
& LP exlsts, and if the revolutionists themselves’ say to the workers: "It
is not neecssary for you to organize for the revolution imder the banner of
the Fourth Intcrnational; your next step, now thot you are. for the revolu='
tlonary program, is. 6 fight o make the LI your revolutionary instrument",
THEN, ingtsad of the question’ boing poscd at that point em capitulation to
oapitalist politios or forward with us, the Bolsheviks, == third path is

"indioated through whioch the workers erc told to go, experimenting in making
the LP revolutionary, Betwsen 'the rovolutionizod workors. and the rovolue
tionary party, a halfewsy house is interposed, '

HNow,it may bte that the workers, or some workers, may hive to go
through those experiences, But our job is to attempt to shorton this pro-
0css &8 much es possible, to corvineo at least the vanguard now that tlLey
must oome direotly to the revelutionary party, and to utilize thelr exw
periences with thc LP now for this purpose, Our jpb is to fostor disilluse=
ionment with the LP 1doa now, instead of strengthening these illusions by
our own advoonoy, & 1a Shaohtman et al., Tt is preoiscly ths most advunood
workers, the vanguard, who will be disillusioned with tho LP idea most
Quiekly, and it is they who will tum ‘o the others and say "This party
ehowed us. the way soonest; it is & good party, " '

4s The theory of "As hgainst", =-This is one of tho new and oruder
theoretioal orop, It goes: "A labor party would be progrossive - AS AGAINST
the Demooratic and Republioan partiess If the LP werc direotod against tho
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rovolutionists, 1% woull b ronciionurys 8ut “tic is not “he case. I+ ig
in feet dir cled apelist the Ders ond reyubss  Thoerefor. 14 1s nroeregsive,™
This trheory hes littorly Locome Shachisnnts favoris .,

Pirst 1ot us say, if +hls .rpumcat wer. corrcet, then what hope
ens tc tie rrolestotions ol the .ajoritr Urat ticir LP position flows
rom, is Indissolull: coir wcted wAth, +th ir tredhsitional program? flis
approach would justify, and wns uscd fo Justify, advoonting a P ton yoars
a0,

14 2

"As agninst" arpuienis opon the door o practically cvorything,
The Keop surericuas Out of Whar Cormittoo is progrossive ar against the colloo-
tive sceuriy ~dvooctusy doco 1 not result fron tho progrossive scutimont
of workirs who ure opposed to the war proprniabions of tic governuent?  This
argumnt is falsc, boonuse this organization erystallizes those w:doubbedly
rroprussive scutimrnts into a futile, paoifisi, objuctively roaotioncry
charnely but Ul arguuont is no more worthihile .hen applicd %o the LT,
bhen mriecs rise 207, a 57 risc in wapes is an sdvonoc s againsgs mointone-
ance of bLo status quo, bub wo cdvoceto ro loss thon « 209 risc in WD.ECS
Eto., cto, T T

Is the LD dirceted apainet #ho vovolubionists or against the old
apitalist pirtices? They huven't oven heurd of tho SVWP, snys Shrchtmna, so
how con the wovement be dircotod ugninst us?  Shuohtrmn ndmits that wo worc
oorrecot in s.ying thn' the orginizetion of “he AL 1. Now York wms dir-ctod
ageinst the soeinlist movemrnt, to corral soeialistic workers “o vob: for
Rooscvelt wader a now, "labor" cmblem, but this is n thing of the post and
roeuliar to low York,

& labor party, as distinet fror a movoment for i%, cxists in only
two statas == How York ~nd 1d:ncsotn, 7hom arc ‘hes. dircoted agoinst?
Evon Shachtunn adixits $hoe point for the LeYe ALP ( 2d¢ the rooent clcetoral
coalition betwoen the ALP and the Republican party)e Is the Jdnncsoba FLP
dircoted cgeinst the capitalist partios? Our Miurosots com wdes, who orc
Tor the injority, cven now ocharactcrire +ho TLP as "the Mirnosotn scotion
of the Roosovelt rmehince", This is well knowm. (lell, cnyny, she FLP is
progressive ng sgaingt the Republican Partyd) C

There is no national LP at tic presont tine, Uador conditions
whore the socinl crisis 1All load to the rovolutionization: of the workors,
it is quito possible that tho losscr cvil for the bourgcoisic nnd bourscois”
labor londors will bd tho form.tion of the famous ™indopondons" labor party,
as a proventive measurc to keop the Léftimrd=roviig vorkers from goirg too
fare It is in *this seuse thet tue LP, if ~nd vhen Tormed, would bo dirceted
egainst ug cven if they rover hoord of “ho $Pe Jor thoy heve heard of the
rovolution, T

i

S¢ Tho theory of thiu "rolotionship of forccg", == This is gone
toinod in weitton form (aside from: the fuet thot it has boern vut fortmrd
in disoussior) in the "Proposcd .rndments to Lebor bFarty Thosis" (Bullce
tin +#6) by Geldran, supportcd by Shachtunn snd Burnham, The first amende
riort conslists of the inscrtion of the follovdug scnfenocs "In general it
car. be s~id that so long as tho rovolutionary party kas thic support of
only o sunll minority of +he worizing class and so long as the vist moajority
of tho workurs support copitnlist partics, a movement for indeporident pole
itical actiorn on tho part of the vorlors is progressive in character and
must be supportcd by revolubionary Lorxistse™ .
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Iovr, "o moverniont for ind:peident politiecl action" certainly ia
progrossive i our opiiion, as e Lowe explained, in the sozsc of the prom-
grossive subjeesivo dovelopert of the iworkors thenselves, cpart fron the
form this novonont tales, If this werc all the meaning of the amendment,
thex (1) it would herdly be vorth while maling it as an amendment, and (2)
1t srould not be conditioned by the "so long as" olauses, because it doss
net depend upon them, I gathior that Goldman's meaning is : the formation
of & LP would bo progressive s long as this relatfonship of forecs held
“truce  This is the only mewningful interpretation 1 oun see, ‘

If this is soriously preposcd by Goldiman, Shachtman et all as their
theorotioal motivation "in general® for the Majority rosition (and one must
naturally accept it as a seriously~intended proposal) thon all thc rest of
the Injority resolution, as well as 99% of the speechcs for it by the liajore
Ity must be {thrown out of the wirdow 88 irrelevant detail brought in to
confusc the piotures For the oondition "in general" that %oldian puts for=-
vard has existed since the foundation of capitelism in fmerioca, It certaine
ly existed five, ten years ago, The amendment categoriocally mnkes it the
deolsive eritorion judging the progreseiveness of ¢ LP, Vhat then has the
transitional program and the death agony of oapitalism zct to do with it all
(except to bokoken a ohange in sur favor in this reladiionship of forces)?
shet then has the oxistenoce of s mass movement for a LP got to do with it?
or almost anythirg clge except the Goldman=Shachtman amendment?

. The PC lajority arc six oharnoters in gearch of a theory, They
ere suffering now from an esbarras de richesse, You peys your moiiey and

g -~

you tales your chofce, - . N
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I3 THE LABCR PARTY MCVELEIT PRCORESSTIVE?
Albert Golduan

The arguments of Corrade Drapor and ell other opponcnts of
the resdlution in favor of supporting « labor party offur some of thre
best cxamples of a fallure to consider the lebor movemcnt as & living
doveloplng phoromenons  Thoy enunciate a series of prorositions,
such nat 1% is not the business of a revolutionary party to advoecate
the croctlon of a rcformist party; & lobor rarty will suppori cn im-
perialist war, cte., otcs, and thon procecd to draw the epparently log-
lcal conclusion thet it is incorroect to support a growing movement
for a labor party. Actual dovelopments within the labor movement,
their tendoneles and signifigance arc given minor considoration. Tho
omphisis is always placod on logilcal roasoning.

: Thrt some of theso arguments were made not so long ago by
thoss who now support the labor party resolution in nb vey minimlzes
their incorrectness at preaent. They woreo wrong vhen nede bLeforec and
are wrong now,. :

Would the formation by the trrde unions of their own B riy
coristitute o progrossive step at the prosant stage of labor's dovelop-
mont? That of course 1s the heart of the nroblem and our attitude
should be determined LY our answor tc that question. In considoring
that question wec need not consider whether the Tormation of & lobor
party 1s the most probuble course which the labor unions will follow,
Whether or not a labor party will actuelly come into cxistance 1is
immatorial in a disocussion on the quostion whethor or not the formation
of a labor party would constitute a prozrossive step.

The Amorican workers at ths prcsent moment support wo openly
capltalist parties; thoy do not conciove of thoso rarties as reprec-
~senting oxclusively cepitalist interosts; thelir political consclousness
1s so bacliword thot they accept without question the idea that a
capitalist party can also reprosent thoir intercsts. £ moveoment bcgins
which, by ond large, is clecrly in the diroction of separuating the
worklng class from the capitalist partics. It is Inmpaessible to inter-
prot recent developments in the labor movement in any othor way. It
1s truec thut Iaborl!s MNon-Partisan Leasue supports Domoecratic candidates;
1t 13 truc that the wholo movemont is not cleoar as to its aims; it
ls true that tho trade union burcaucraots place obstacles in tho VDY o
But it would be uttor blindness on our rart if we should fail to sec
that the general dircetion of the wholo movemont is towsrds indopcn-
Gent political action,

A vaguo and inchoute movement for indepondent politicol
action such as we arc confronted with demunds of rovolutionary Murxists
that thoy attompt to channelize it and to give 1t a definite objoctivo.
That objoctive must Le of a churacter which will appecy ag neecessiry
and feasible to the worksrs and which will clicit-""an active rogponse
from them. To proscnt cur party to.the workers as the instrument which
they should use tc expross their desire for independent politisal
actlon would be & futile gosturc. It would evoke no response from
them whatsoover. This stotoment is mude nct only on the basis of a
genoral knowlodge of tle presont state of consclousness of the working
class but on the strongth of the testimony of all our active trado
unlonists, without exception. \

\
\
"\
\
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Tho only orgenizational aim which 1s undorstandcble to tho
workers and which hos o roal chanco of setting thom into motion is tho
formation of o labor party. To tako advantage of the goneral tendsn=-
cy for indoperdent political action, to tiec ouredvos up with the labor
movoment instcad of standing aloof from its political life, it is
necossary to accont the idoa and support the movement for a lahor
party. Any othorcourse places us in a holpless position as fur as
influcneing the goneral riovement in a rovolutlonary dircction 1s con-
corned., :

Whoro tho vast majority of #ho workors support avowed capi-
talist partics it would be incorroct to. support a lcbor party movoment
only under cilrcumstances whorotthe wcrkors are obviously turning e~
wards the revolutionary perty. Iacking such n situation the movafient
for a labor porty 1s progrossive in charactor and support of i{ by
rovoluticnary Merxists is dicteted by thet circumstonco.,

To insist that our perty should be countorposod at the pres-
ent moment to the Ropublican or Democratic partiss is tantamount to
saying that it 1s amatter of indifforonce to us whother the workecrs
support a labor party or tho open cepitalist parties. To strengthen
the tendonecy for independent political action wo must accopt the nocos-
sity and advisebility of giving wholio=hoartod support to the labor
party movoment. ‘ .

SRR M

Went gives tho labor party movemont a progressive character?
Wt mokes anything progressive from tho point of view of rovolution-
ary Marxism? Any movemont which sots forces into motion against the
capltalist systom and wonkens th:t systom, which mnkes possible a
further advanco of the tolling masscs 1is progroscsive in character.

Why did we declaro that the struggle of the Ethioplans against
Italian imporialism was progressive in charactér? It will be remon-
bored that the sceterians pointed out how badly tho Ethiopian peoplo
woro treoated by Hallo Solassio and thet therofors it would make no
differonco whethor tho Italinn imporialists or tho Ethioplan landod
aristoeracy wons. Wo, on the othor hond; considerod the war of the
Ethioplans progrossivo because in tho 1£ght of tho gonoral strugglo .
agolnst capitalisn, the victory of the Ethioplan people would weakox
tho systom of imperialism and bring tho revolutionery movemont closbr
to its goal. . ‘ X .

Why do wo oharocterize tho strugglo of the Loyalist Govornment
against tho Spanish fascists as progrossive?  Here too segtarians
point to-the shooting of rovolutionary workors by tho foyalist
Govornmont to opposc our position., Our attitudo 1s, while pointing
out that tho mothods used by the Loyalist Governmont helped the
fascists, that a victory of tho Loyalist Govern::nt would afford theo
workers a groater opportunity to go forward.

Would tho formation of a labor party help tear tho workers
away from tho saplitallst parties, would it tcach them the simple .
losson of the neocossity for the working class to have its own political
party, would 1t -offord greator opportunities for us to make political
contucts with the workers? To answor in the affirmative, as wo rust,
1s to charactorlzo the labor party movoment as progrossive and
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making it incumbont upon us to supnert it.
. . .~ I
PWedhiest

Subtic distinctions cre m.do hotwoen the labor party movemont
as being progresslve and tho organization of.& labor party as Belng -
rotrogressivo, boetwecn the progressive noture of the labor party move-
mont as far gs the workcrs are concernod and its retrozgrossive nature -
as fer oy our party is conesrned. It is absolutely incorrect to sep-
ars te tho movement from its loglcal and irmedicte organizational.
objoctlvo. As I indicated before, were wo to present our party as

the immodiate geal for tho labor purty movemont, we would be unable

to cfifcct tho tendoney for independcnt politicai action in the slightest
dogrec. Should no section of the lubor movomont advoeate an orgarize~-
tional objoctivo which would sppetir’ plausible to the worlers th :
chingos are thot the movement for ipdepondent: palitical zcotion wousd

be seriously rctarded. , < :

To sap thnt tho ‘movement for a’ labor party is progressive
in charactor while the aetual organization of a labor party would
be a roeacticnury stop 1s equivalont to.saying that the struggle of
tho Ethloplans 1s progressive whilo their vistory would be reaction-
ary. An argument like thot may sowrid plausiblo to ‘schcolmen but nct
to workors. : o

Nor can we mrke 4 distinctlon betweon what 1s progressive
for cur perty and for tho vorkers, Such a distinction earricd to
1ts loglal conclusion would moan that we would be satlisfiled to sit
back and say that the prolctarien revciuticn is the only thing that
i1s progrosclve for us. Hvorything else may bo progrossive for the
workers but not for us. We would theh insist.upch the unconditional
surrcndor of the capitalist class and rotire to6. cur class rocms.
Wh*t 1s progroasive for the workers 1s progrossive for the revolution-
ary perty. - N

The argumont 1s stressed that a labor party, while progressive
in-the poriod of capitzllst ypswing, cannot bo progrossive in tho
period of capitalist declines, In ‘the formor perioed, so tho argument
gocs, & labor party could galn coriopsslons from the capltnlist class
but not so in the present porlod of deeline. Honcc o labor party would
not plaey o progrossivo role. ' But'evon a revoluticnary movemont 1is
unable, 1n e poricd of capltallst doclinc, to Fain as nuch for tie
werkers as in the period whon capltulism was making huge profits.

This is not to sey thnt a revolutioncry movemont cannct gain more for
tho workers than a roformist movements - It simply moans that in the
poriod of capitalist declinc thc working-class movoment rust fight
harder and will get loss thon in the periocd of capitalist upswing.
The critorion of the possible achieveronts of 'a labor party to deter-
mine 1ts progrossive character is an absolutely falso onos Tho me=
bllization cf the worlers as a c¢lass on the political arona, tho set-
ting thom into motion egalnst the enpltallist class, the strugglo for
cortain domands and not tholr achlevement ere the factors whieh
should detormlne our o ttitude with roferonce to supporting tho labor
party rovomont. ' ‘ :

To elinch the argumont agalnst supporting a labor party the
opponcents of the majority resolution point out that a labor party,
1f orgenlzoed, will be refornist in charactdr and will support any = -
Imporinlist ware. Would such an argumont have any offect upon us when



wo participate in the organizution of trede unions? Will not thoe bureau
crats of the trade unions be just as reformist, will thoy not support

an imperlalist war Just as onthusiastically as the burcaucrats of tho
labor party? Of course we know that thorc are difrfcrcnces betweon o
labor party and trado unions but tho argument cn the basis of tho

future activitiles of a lubor party con bo usod to apply with rofcrenco
to trade unlonss It is tho goneral offcet which the orgunizetion

of trade unions has upon the working cluss thut doterminos our sup-

port in orgunizing trade unions, Tho saio goneral rule applics in
dotornining our attitude to a lebor party.

Indirocctly and in splite of themaolvos the opponcnts of o
labor party orientation admit tho progrossive characctor of the labor
party movormont. For thoy contend thot thoy will .advoecato support of
indopendent cundidatos by tho trade vnions as cgainst supporting can-
- didatos of tho capitallist parties. On whot theory, we ask. Sinply
for tho purposc of toaching the workers through oxpcricnco? But wo
do not advocuto a war for tiet purposos. Wo bollove in toaching tho
workors through such vxperionces as aro in their goneral tondencios
progressives To support indopondent candidates without consideoring
the movemont for a labor porty progrossive croates a dangerous con-
tradictlon botweon our thoorics and cur acts.

But tho workaers rmst bo told the truth, tho whole truth and
nothing but the truth. Ycw, that is corrdct. But those cxporilonced
in the practicnl activities of tho lnbor moveomont also know that one
doos not go through tho whole gamut of Morxian theory on all occasions.
What to say and when to say it . are quostions involvod in the genecral
problenm of offoctlve propaganda. To show that it 1s necessary for
tho trade unions to create thelr own party and guard ageinst tho
11lusions that the problems of tho working class can, in tho long run,
bo solved without a rovolution led by a rovolutionary party, requircs
groat attontion and skill., But tho difficulty of that task docs
not absolve nus from supporting tho labor narty moveriont.

Irn opponcnts of the labor marty resolution point to tho
change in cur lino ond show thrit wo arguod differontly some tinc agol
Somo of tho proponents of tho majority resolution tond to argue that
a chungo 1n tho conditions of the labor movemont mado nocessary a
chaungo”in ocur pollicy. Thet is -truo only in the senso that tho geonoral
rmovoment for a labor party brought our attention to tho fact tint our
provious formletion was wronge It is not o question of showing that
WG Wworo ri%ht bofore and arc right nowse TFor mg poersonally it is a
quostion o roco§nizin and adnltting a wrong forrmulations. Not our
falluro to chemplon a labor party whon thore was ho mcvemont for it
vas wronge. But a wrong forrmlation which did nct pormit us unaribig=
uously to support a labor party movomont whon it assumed considorajle
dimenslons ¢onstituted our mistoko. '

To those whe arc sericusly ccncornod with the growth of
a revolutlonary party, any contradiction that ariscs botween ai ag=-
cepted polley and tho lliving moveriont, must immediatdy dictote o
change in policys If tho rocognition of o mistake will give our
oppononts groat satisfaction lot them mako tho riost of it. - Wo shall
procoed with our attempts to further the progress of the labor movo-
mente '
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WHTCH WAY:

TRANSTTIONAL DEMANDS ANT SOVIET POWER OR A LARGR PARTY /U A LABOR GOVERNLENT

by
Dovid Covwles

I. A MINOR TRAGEDY,

we stand or thec brirk of another werld wi.ry Unless. we are eble to
ond it with revolution e vill emerge irou it widor the most brutal reprosa
gion ti modorm world has 5001,

, ihe major trugody of the international workingeolasc is the completo
barkruniey of its lendership in the face of this orisis, Tuat wo should need,
in %ivos like theso, o recondiser ‘the Labor Party cucstion ingtead of using
the preoilous weeks and nonths +o disouss, to enulyze, to develop and to abe
gorv tue transitioral demands in our dally aotivitios and our daily propaganda
=~ this 18 only one of the minor tragodios, Lowever, we had botter donsider
the mntter oarofully lest what is minor today bcoomes major tomorrov,

IT. OUR MATIl TASK T& BLILDIQG A RYVOLUTIUKALY PARYY,

‘The oonditions whioh oanlled forth the present disoussions are ™tho
moturity of the otjcotive rcvolutionary conditions" and "tho Imaturity of
the prolétariat und its vargunrd." The egonomis pre=roquisites of revolution
are herey 'Fhat is leoking’ is the political prdrequisite - revolutionary
leadorskip, The universal bankruptoy of othor vorking=olass parties and
their proven impotonee in th3 world erisis leaves +o us solo rosponsibility
for rovolutionary leadcrsiiip,

To difcharge. this grave responsibility the disoussions pose two
questions: One, how oar wo strongthen our party to muke it the powerful vane
guard of the coming Amorican revolution? Two, how ocan we participete within
the clugs struggle so as 4o "bridge present demards (of all tho oppressed)
end the socidlist program of the rovolutiony™ '

‘Pirst and forcmost, thon, our task is to build tho rovolutionary
party -- our party, All elsc is subsidiary, But & rovolutionary party is
not built in a voouwm, I% develops and grows stroug by deily participation
in tho vorkers! struggles for their elemontary hwman rights, The primary
task in all our participation is not pedagogios (Wo do not sot oursoivos up-
for tonohers or roformurs,) We arc tho SOCIALIST Worlers Party amd 1ot &
SOCIAL Workers Party, lass movemonts of vrorkers will boar no rovolutionary
Prult wmlgses thore i3 o revoluticnary party to lead thom, Our only Justifi=-
cation for-independent cxistoneo is this: that wo only aro tuilding o rcvoe
lutionary party that is able and willing to lcad thc workors to ovorthrow

: oup%talism, scizo pover, ard build sooialigm. ' J E

IITs TRASSITIONAL PROGEAN IS ROLD TO'REVOLUTION SO I GETS UKIVERD/L ADPTIOVAL
we AUT NEW LABOR FARTY KESCLUTIOL CGAUSDS SHAKD DISACT SEILINT

The progrem for our partidipation ocisists of o parts. Purt onc
is tho transitional demands cmbodiod‘gg the draft thosis of the "Death Apony
of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth Intornationnl®, Its whole function
is this: To refloet today!s probloms ond todayts consoiousuces of wido laye
crs of tne workors and other opprossed groups, and to proposc solutions "ine
elterably Jeading to ono final eonolusion: the oonguest of power," .
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The slogans moct the fundw.ontal necds of tho mrsscs, Thoy appeal to their
senge of Juscicos. In the strugrlo for the dorands, our party will bo in the
loadorship. Oinoco the demands are inoompotible with capitalisn, our party
will aotually be leading the workors forwrrd to thno inovitablc conflict for
powors The second pert is thec Lobor Porty rosolution submitted by the Pol=
itioal Cormittoeo,

Thero has boon universal agroomont on tho transitional demands e
Ihis is because thoy are so obviously linked to rovolution. Howevor there has
boon sharp dismgroemont on tho Labor Peréy program, To grasp the occuso of
the disagruement, wo had botter analyzc 4%,

IV, NEW LABOR PARTY RESOLUTION MARKS DRASTIC CHANGT IN AVALYSIS A'D TACTICS

, Tho new position on the labor party, whioch the Political Committoo
would introducc marks o suddon break with our presont onc, TFor throu yoors
the labor perty movemont hes developed and sliown its ocolorss For throe vears
our position lLns beon wnohanged. The proposed new position marls o suddaen
and drastic chango both in ornelysis and tactics.

Hlow drustio the change is bootmog olonr If we comparc the Doolara~
tion of Prinoiples adoptod only January, 1938 with tho now position offored
by tho Politiecal Comittoe, Our presont <wnalysis is that "the labor party
rovoment 1s used by tho bwronuorats to bolster up and rofurbish capitnlist
politios, to provide a now conting to mnko gapitelist politios palatable to
the magsess"  The new analysis would have us believe, and tell to tho workers,

.that the seme labor party movement "reprcgented by the LN.P,L,., must be ochare
aotorized as a stage in tho development 6f the labor party movoment from come
rlete subservience 6 the political parties of big ocapital to an independent
perty of the workerg " :

Our prosent tactiocs presoribe MTor can the revolutionary party pro=
perly take tho ihiitdative in advocating the formation of Labor or FarmcrelLae
bor Partics." =~ although wé san participate in those already formod in order
©o win ovor militants to use The new position insists that "thc problem of
oreating a lator party is plaoed upon tho order of the day." It goos ‘even
further and proposes that "The Socielist Workers Party gives pogitive and
unambiguous support fo the labor party movement in genersl and to all .its
loonl manjifestations,"

» Briefly stated, until now wo have looked upon the labor party novos
ment as an instrument of the labor bureauerscy to ohain the workers %o oo.pi-
talist politics, The how position calls +ho glain progressive and leading

in tho gonoral direction of "an independent party of tho workers," Uutil nov,
we havc oongidered that suoh = party, even if it were formed, would ncocssur-
ily be reformisty that it was not our Job to build up roformist organizations;
that wo must build our revolutionary organization, In faoct, we oconsidercd
that & rovolutionary perty "must strive at all times to rcorult directly into
its own ranks." Thc new position, on the o%hor hand, gives sweeping approval
to tho labor party movument and promisos Munembipguous support™ to "all" its
-manifostations «= 1,6, to ndvocete the building of a Labor Party,

. This 48 o completo réund=aboutefaoos It is on a vory important quose
tion, The ohange would abolish a position that has boen ours foi yocarse
Changos suoh’'ns theso are not to bc made lightly, Nevertholess, chango is
not oxgludod, ’ o



Ve BUT IS THERE NEED FOR CHANGE? we WAJORTTY MUST PROVE TWIS FIRST.

. The Tolitlcal Comultico proposas the changos The buxden of proving
the need for the chunge is on their shoulderss It is for them to provc that
thie rrosont pogition is ocithor untrue in its anclysis or inedequate in solue
tion. 1t ic for them to prove that they lLave applied it oonsoientiously and
fouud it wenting, Haviig proved those, tliey rust next show that thore is
real likelihood that the mew position thoy proposc would make us a stronger
revolutlonary organization, 4nd wo have every right to expeot oomplote and
oogent proof o Justify the change, hore this is given, none but a dolt
would refusc to woloome tic ohanges But unless this is fortheoring, we can
only labol +hc new positior as oaprico and lightemindod vhimsy, if nothing
worsce For seicntifio soceialism id above ell soientific, It ic founded upon
the bed=rook orf fagt and it alimys omphasizes its foundations, To the extent
that we basc our polioy on hopes and dosptirs instoad of faots and proof, v
substitutc utopian socialism for solontifie socialism and opportunisn for
Lenind s, ‘

VI, EVASICH OF FRONF IS CCIFESSION OF FALSE POSITION,

dorc our prosont pogition inm noed of change, it would be only too
casy to houp ract upon fact und prove it conclusively, fnd those who wont
the ohangz iould be only too glad o do it Howover, they givo no proof to
support thom. They evadc all demands ‘for proofs The methods thoy usc are
old as polities and havo-aliwmys beon usod to disguise falso'politios with the
mask of truthe The methods can fool only the winitiated, Ve noed only ’
rocognize thom onoo and wo shall be armod agrinst thom alweys. Lot us, thon,
- oxamine two of the mos+t ocomion oned, ‘ :

ViI, OAY "}\J_EW LABOR PARTY -RESQLUTION -MARKS NO CHANGE" =~ TN ORDER :T0 EVADE
'~ DEMANDS FOR PRCOF,

The oasiest way to avoid preof is to say that thérc has beon no
changos T whioh oasc no proof is necosscry to justify ite And thosc who
say that thorc has been a ohango in position on the Labor Party simply do
not wnderstaud the now resolution, This was the zist of part of Comrande
Cannonts sn»ncceeh at a reeont membership mooting in Now York doaling with the
Lobor Partye, Woro are 4o bolicve him, wo might justly asks If thore is no
chango, vhy hove a new resolution on the labor party? And wo neod only oome
parc the now rosolution with our present position to sco that not only has
vhere beon a changoe proposed, but this chonge is a complute roundecbout=fuoc,

VIII, OALL IRESENT POSITION ON LASOR PARTY EAD NAKED em "ABSTRACT" ot0, e
' IN ORDFR TO EVADE DEMANDS FOR DROUF, ' ; ,
. Another way to slide out of proef that o chtnge is noedod is to eall
the presont position bad nomose 4An oxemple is given by the majority in their
rogolution,vicro they ohargo thot tho prosont position ropouts "obstruct fore
mulas or tho question cof the' labor party which,eehad bocome obsolotoe" 411 .
soicnoe, whothor of socinlism or of piysies, consists of formules abstractod -
from rorlity, formulas vhich grusp the basic conncetion in matorial rclations,
The lobor thoory of valuc is one of the most abstraot of abstractions nnd ono
of the mightiost abstractions in all oconomiocs, Yot no orec yould ropudiate
solenoe and no Marxis% would e®rdorm the labvor tf{oor:,r of valuo, ~No ruvolu-
tlonist worthy of the name is opposed to abstract formulase The only portine
ot oharge is that tho formula iz "obsoloto", If this is true, then chango
is inmporative,’ But that it i% truc romains to bo provon, and no gmount of
ropctition econ substitute for proof,



IXe ONLY TWO WAYS POSSIBLE 7@ PROVE THE PRESENT POSITIOL "OBSOLETE" == BUT
MAJORITY CAMNOT PROVE THE F1RST AND DARE NOT TRY TO TROVE THE SECOND,

“ho prosent labor party posi*tion con he proven "obsoletc" in one
of two ways. (ne way would be to say “hat the present formulation wus oorreot
vhen 1t wvas vritten tut that conditions have chungod, Changecd conditions
require a ncw formulation to meot them, But have oonditions changed in any
vey rot predioted by the prescnt position? Certainly not, And that is the
very reason wiy they nover go into a oonorete comparison between past and
prosent oconditions in the labor party rovement, Or the mejority must say that
oonditions have not changed fundemor.tally tul that the present analysis and
the tactios based on it for tho lasi thre¢ yoers huve been entirely wrongs
This thoy would not duro attempt to provo. If thoy could prove it, it would
show thnt three years of blundering with tho labor party movement iwero noge-
ossary Loforc they awoko to the fact that thoir position was wrong. fthis
would indicato a degroo of political Llindness that would complotoly incopaoe
itate them for loudership. Fortunatoly for tho party, they havo not tcon
yrong ror the past throe yoars, Unfortunutely for tho perty, they scem onxe
lous to ropout their formor corroctness by committing today the errors thev
avoided yesturday,

Xo UNASSATL/LLY CORRWCTNLST O THI PRESEMT LABCK PARTY TOSITION CONZTITUTES
STRENGIY OF 9HD MAJORITY

Tn the uncssoileble oorructiicss of the prosont position lies the
strongth of the minoritys, It points out with recal forec that the prosent
analysis is absolutely vindioated by oventse I+ insists that vhat is laoke
ing is not tho -osition but the full application of tlo positions Tho posi-
tion is notl wmong but the fuilure to earry it out fully is. And Comrndos
Drapcr, Capolis and othors propose conorctc measvro to romedy this,

XTI, ARGUMEITTS WOR THS NEW LAROL FARTY POSITION ARE ATTHER "ADVENTURISTTCM
OR FALJE,

Wore this morely o soicntific disoussion in rovolutionary polities,
there would be 10 ncod to writé further, Thoso who want & ohange have not
shovn tko prusont polioy wrongs Thoy have not osboblished the need for changos
At the same time, the prosont position has stood the tost of yoars of pore
soarl éxperincoo in the United States and decados of hisborical oxperionoo in
Buropce Yo would not cvon bother to glaneo at the reasons Ior a ncw labor
party position,

Wo cannot stop horc in the precont discussion. For majority spokos=
mon bodook their position with utbractive looking theorcetienl garments, Truc
the garmonts ar» of tinscls Thoy will attract the naive, the gullible, ond
those vho arc over on thu side of novolty and charge so long 4s it bo painioed
in rosy hues and given the impressive voico of hipgl suthority. ‘Howover, the
theory camnot stond the test of olosc scrubiny, And we botter sorutinisze
now, than regret later,

Wo ncod vmste no 4ime o the type cf theory which bases itscelf upon
tho fact thut there is a mess movement for o lobor porty. Comrede Crux
has aptly deseribed thesc spokesmon, "To begin with this mentelity as tho
fundamentel faot would signify not o seientifioc but o conjuotural, domngorio,
or adventuristio polioye" Nor nced we stop to comsider the argumonts of
thosc who would £ly in the faoc of the wholc history of the workinge~class by
saying that tho labor party is potentially revolutionary and use this ac &
rouson for advocating its formation, Suffice it +o soy that thesc do not hove
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the auvdaciiy to ambale thefr polisienl deowy in a siriod article, Tic fir.t
arcrment indientes shosy orportundisr, The sceoid irdic~ies ooupluto tanle
ruptoys and toth shed o rlivirs 18eght unosn o position whieh rogulros such
arguien*s *o cuppord i%,

the enly two crpvnor ts worth eersidoring arcs First, thet tho now
Y bor purty position 15 hasod on and flows rrom thi transi+ionnl dom.ndg,
seoond, that the formition of a labor party is progrossive ard objuetivuly
ncovssary, e socond arsumertrhas boon partly auswored by Comrudc Draper in
Brlletir 4€, bul the question auts doep irto “he marrow of rovoluilonary
tuotios and ruquirca more extondod annlysis, Politienlly spoenldag, A are
the symptors or eriterin of progressiviaem? That aets gp movemints arc Dr0e
gressive todoy?  That should le the relatlon rotimon a povoiviionary orornie
sehion and a workorg? movommt travelling in a progressive dircotiony /. mice
dlo olass mevemont 4ravolling in o progrossive dircetion? filosc aro poncral
quostlons posod by the labor party disgussion, Thoy will bo ppscd ev.r morc
slizrply as the gonfliet for powor npprenchos nonror, Far bottor Shet o
thresh thom out today while thore 1s time and frocdor, Howuver, this airpu-
nont onn betdor be trontod in the Now Intcrmctionnl than hero, It would tale
up oo mueh spaec in the presoat ertiele, Moroovor it is subsidiary +o vhat
1s the roe’ important guestion facing thoe mrtys ‘he relntion botweon Hhc
trensiviondl demands and the laboyr party.

XII, PRESSHT DISCUSSION MAY MARK A TUNNING PCINT IN OUR FARTY,

Tpon our ansver moyr woll depond the futurc of owr jarty ond the
fato of the Arorican revolutio-,

Untll now, the prrty Lo gono throvgh o prodcss of absorbing or
dostroring nll partics sompoting with us for thc support of classegonsoious
workors, Thit tosk hos been firdshod, There are no wore to nbsort or desireys
Wow altorrntives offor thamslovos, Edthor -ro destroy oursclves as 6 rovolue
tiennry party and absorb ourseclvos into another orpanization, Or wo forgd
choad, rooting our party in the living mowononts of workers and opprogsoed,
attrooting mildtants o ug by owr program, our disoipline, and our ruvolue
tiorary integrity,

The presont diseussion mny well bo the gtarting poi:t for two
tendenolos in our purty, each zroping for one of the alteraetivesy And the
transitional program the point of demarostion,

Bvorybody agrecs, at loast in words, vith the transitional Aeronds
as formulated In the Drafy Thesis, The question 131 What politlenl orgrniza-
tion ghall put the dements before the mnsses? The e.uswer to this question
may bto bringlng the tendencics into tlie open. '

Tho majority looks ito the lakor party to put ile transitional dom
rands Lofore tho workers, It advoontes "unanbiguous support" o the lLor
party moveront, The minorit;” looks only to our ovm party io put the trone
sitional denands beforc the worlers, It edvocates "wnnmbiguous support"
only to thc Looiulict Workers! Tarty..

Is the trensitional progrem simply a "trunsitionnl exouse” for liqe
uidation intu the labor parkty? Seme are alrcady voicing tho question, “ruc,
‘the majority coustantly minimizes our numbers, comstntly siresscs our icoe
lation and imrotenge, cnd cor.strntly palnts suoh glowirg jpioiuros of cur fube
ure iu the labor party whioh no solber, rosponaille politicirn would over droen
ofe Thegc :ight be oonsidered ac ideologienl properaior of tlic nembership
for the move or they may be simply glowing advortising for tha now labor part:
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position, Vhatover thoir roal meaning, they arousc suspicion and doubts,
The mirority position and program leaves no room for doubts or suspicions,
It reoognizes our immaturity and it would forge the transitional demands
into woapons with which to outgrow 1tj vdth whioh to get workers into our
party; with which to specd up our development end inereese our strength,

The importance of the present disoussion loums evon greater when
wo oxamino the two positions on the relation between trensitional demands
and the labor party, '

XIII, MAJORITY POSITION: es "NEW LABOR PARTY POSITION FLOWS FROM TRANSITIONAL
DEMANDS, "

Outstanding spokesmen for the few position have stated unequivooably
that to advocate a labor party by itself, divoroced fram the transitional de-
mends 1s sheor opportwnism. Thet 1s why they were against it before, Howe
over, today they advoeate the labor party because it flows direstly from the
transitional demandss Just as the demands push tho workers toward the soirzure
of' pewor, so will the labor party when advooated in oonjunetion with the trane
sitional demands, This is the posttlon &n its most favorablc light,

XTIV, MINORITY POSITION: = ™NEY LABOR PARTY POSITION IS ENTIRELY INCOMPATIBLE
WITH T TRANSI TIONAYL DEMANDS,.®

Tho answer of the spokesmen fer tho present position is that the
majority is right to this extunt: advocating a labor party apart from the
transitional demands is sheer opportunism, lowever, THE TRANSITIONAL DEMANDS
AFE NO REACON FOR ADVOCATING THE LABOR PARTY. Quite the oontrary. THE LABOR
PARTY IS IN DIRECT CONTRADICTION TO THE WHOLE SPIRIT AND DIRECTION OF THE
TRANSITIONAL. DEMANDS, For individuwal labor parties already exlst, They
do not have the transitional demonds for their progrom, 10 ADVOCATE THE LABOR

ULD BE TO ADVOCATE LABOR PARTIRS ENTIRELY DIVORCED FROM TRANSITIONAL
DEMWXNDS, By THEIR OWN ADMISSION , THIS IS SHEER OPPORTUMISM. Avmed with the
transitionol demands we ean funotion offectively within +he political movow
montg of tho workers «- but only if wo ksep the prosent position on the
labor party, Unless we do this, THE TRANSITIONAL PROGRAL WILL SERVE AS A
JUSTIFICATION /ND CLOAK FOR WHAT MAY WELL BECOME UWBRIDLED OPPURTNISM,

XV, DOLS THE LABOR PARTY FLOW PROH THE TRANSITIONAL DEMANDS? ee ORUK SAYS NO.

Tho question ecomes to thiss' Docs the labor party flow logloally
from, and is 1t integrally related to, tho transitionsl demonds? If it doos,
the majority position is strongthened by the strength inherent in the transi-
tional demends, If it doos not, its already woak foundation {s eomplotoly
dostroy'ed.

) Presumably, the bost witnoss to prove that the new position on the
labor party DOES or DOES NOT £low from tho transitional demands is Comrade
Cm. g . . AR -

e In tho Scoona Bulletin, page 44, nho says "Tho labor Party proposal
13 not a part of tho program of transitionnl domands but is o spooisl motion,™
The words are definite sand wnoquivooal, All oan sce exoopt those who "would
not soo", And why is 1t "not o part of the programi" Booauso it is inoome
potiblo with tho transitional demands, And vhy 1s it a "spocinl motion?"
Booauso 1t is in hoadmon eontraditetion with the transitional domands,

XVI, NEW LABOR PARTY WATERS DOWN THE. TRANSITIONAL DEMANDS,

. Diose who acsept tho now labor Party position either do net wndere
B4, Notote Por Comrade Oruxts opinion on the eonneation

_—t AA o B AL A ... . »_ = a aa . -



stend the eurrcot socill crisis; or thry de not understand the rpplicnbilic
of tho wransitionsl domende; or if therdo wderstind +he aprliesbility, thoy
wre forced to witer chen «io'ﬁ ir. order to fiv tucir Lebor Party pastom, For,
if they are to got the Lebor larty to pubt forth the transitional demnuds,

they heve vo wmt.r thow dovme Mot cven the rost oxtreome op+imist b'lievos
that the Labor Purty wourld tale up {inhe trensitional demands fo: itis

nrogran,  The rajerity has throreforc wetered dovm the trunsitioral duxmnr‘s
to suit thelr position. But vhatl if the Labor Parly does noi eocept tho
mtered transitional demonds? The majority will water them down to hulf,
-nd vhat if it does no' accept 1alf? Then thic majority will wator thom o
a guartor, or to noching at all, Wo need oaly comparc the masterful stote-
ment of the transitional demards oo, and the casgtruted
forr they take in the mojority rcsolution oo sse thot tho Labor Purtv and ihe
“rensitional downnds do not mix well, .nd this caetrated version is caly
e first of many whterings that will ultimately drovm and bury the transi-
tional demandse Viincss oven now, Comrade Goldman's statement in Iulletin
nee 6 "ot thut ve meke it an absolute sondition for our support of :u Libor
Party that it adopt our trinsitional demands,..” ..lready the {ransitional
demands have be-on mtered dowm to zoro and thie Labor larty support emorges
vithout the cloak which so atlracted +he gullible, the trms itional demands,

lowever, there is no iced for quot:ng authorities, Tet us conparc
the esscnee of tho Lebor Party ard the tremsitional demends; the whole dirace
*ion of motion oi' the Labor Prrty cnd +the tronsitional demonds, Then wo ean
Judgo for oursclves whether or not the Lelor Party is at all compuntible vith
the trensifional domands,

XVII, TRANGITIONAL DIEMANDS LEAD TO SOVIETS A3 THE ORG,AN]'ZATIONAL
FORM OF THE STATEK FOWZR OF THE WORKTRS,

The essence of the trausitional demands is this: They
are demands which are incompatible wiith capitelism, They are
demands which put the workers and farmers into extr~parliamentary

struggles against capltalism and the govermment, They arc demands

transitional to the revolutlon and socialism through the instru-
mentality of Sovicts, Factory committees and workers' defense
groups within the trade union movement sare to form the basls of
organined dual power, Gigantic public works programs and work-
_ers! control are to unite both workers and unemployed in bonds

of economioc solidarlity whose demands can never be satisfled under
capitalism, Cormittees of prices are to extend this unity to
inolude the oppressed dirt farmers. and oppressed lower middle
olass, The crowning slogan for these transitional demands is

the sovliets, which bind all cppressed clements into locul units
oontering around the factory comittees., As the olass struggle
reaches an openly revolutionary =tage, these soviets will become
the basis for a moro general united front of all oppressed. The
soviets will become the competltors and opponenis first of local
authorities and then of the central govermaent.

he essence and direction of motion of the transitional
demands, then, lead "inalterably" to rcvolution., The hard=~hcaded
and recalistic application of the transitional demands to thc
prescnt pericd of social crisis both strengtheno our own party
for 1ts task of lcadership und preparcs the workers for the rev-
olutilonary tasks before thom, : :

XVIII., LABOR PARTY FULIFILLS ITSELF TN A LABOR GOVER!MENT -= AS
THE ORGANIZATIONAL FORM WHICH SUPPRESSES THE SOVIETS.



And what of the Labor Party? The essence of the Labor
Party 1s to accept the limits of capitalism and to work within
1ts clasc~politioul rel-tions only on the parliamentury arena,
But tho cdeoline of capitnlism foroes the workers to challenge
the controcting liuits, The workers muct deaolish them or strang-
le themsclves within therni, Durlng thesec struggles, the Lebor
Party may seek to remain neutrel iy order not to antagonize 1ts
working-class base, It ccnnot do so for long, The class=struggle
rospeots no tight-rope walkers, It oconfronts the Labor Party
with the same alternatives as evoryone clse: Either for, or
agninst, capitelism, For 1t to oppose capitsolism would be cone
trery to the very forces which dominate it, The Labor Party,
true to itself, accepts capitalism and [ights to save it -- no
matter ageinst whom the fight may lcad,

The faet 1s thot saving eapiiriism can only be at the
ocxrensce of the workers and unemployed, the dirt farmers and the
oppresscd middle class, For the way to scve capiinlism is to
incrcasc 1its prefits, which are 1% very life=blood, But under
- eapitalist deoline this oon be done in only two ways: 1) Within
the 1limits of the nationanl economy, by cutting the wages of
workers in private industry and roducing the wages end reliof
budgets of unemployed who dcpond upon govermient aid, This can
be doae only by making the workers fesl impotent in the fooe of
capltalist dccline so thut they would nocopt the deocoy hetped
upon thems 2) On an international soale, by supporting the ocap=
itallsts as they reach cut for forelgn morkets and new souroes of
profitu.

The type of strie power which crowns the Lebor Party is
a Labor Goverrment. Whether it does or does not boke state pow=
er, the rola of the Labor Party will be ¢sscntially the same,
All that will vary will be the degres, For as the internul crisis
bursts forth into civil war the Labor Party maintains a "benevo-
lont neutrality toewards the onpltalist class, But &s the revolu=
tlonary orlsis grows, it becomes the labor wing of the ocapitalist
class and thelr most effective woapon in crushing the revolution,
And as the oxternal crisis bursts forth into imperlalilst war,
tho Labor Party also drives the workevrs into the trenches in dce=
fense of "their" imperialist bandits. The ‘result of both erises
oan only mean fascism in the United States, ‘

XIX. LAROR PARTYY AND TRANSITIONAL DEMANDS ARE TINCOMP AT IBIE,

The fundementul oconflioct betwoen transitional demands
and the new Labor Farty position should now be obvious gven to
the most superficial observer, The whole dircesilon ‘of the Labor
Party rcaches completion when it suppresses Lhe workers as they
try to selze power during a period of crisis, The whole dirco=
tlon and law of motion of the transitional demands .is to prepare
the workers both .organizationally and psychologically for tho
conquest of power, What distinguished the Bolsheviks from the
Mensheviks was prooisely this basic point, The Bolsheviks took
the Soviets s their central slogan and orientated dally activ=-
1ty towards 1t. The Mensheviks gave' Soviets lip-servicc only, .
The two were incompatible in theory., The October Eevolution -
proved thom incompatible in practicc. - ’



XX. NEY LABCR PARTY POSITIOYW WOULD END.ANGER THE REVOLUTLONARY
UNITY O CUR PARTY IN IHE COMING STRUGGLE FOR POWER.

The pcriod of crisis will find the lLobor Party and the
rising Soviets in growing conflict, As the chasm between then
grows with the oonf'lict, 1t will necessarily reflect itself with-
in our own party, We wlll beoome a party divided against itself,
One leg will be in the Labor Party to which we are to give "unam=
blguous support." The other leg will be in the Soviets, giving
them equally "unambiguous support," The confliot between the
Sovlets and the Labor Party will divide the party into two sso-
tlons, As 1t widens, so will the seotions within the party
move further away from euch other, We will not be able to sit
astride both:soviets and Labor Party., The party will split, one
part going with the transitional demands and the soviets and the
other going with the Labor Party and the counter-revolution.
Either this, or we will be weakened to impotence and the workers!
rovolution will go down to defeat -~ shattered by the very Labor
Party which we ourselves advooeted and helped build,

XXI. FAILIRE OF THE REVOLUIION WILL BRING IN A TERRIBLE FASCISM.

Let no one minimize the cire effeots of unsuccessful
revolution, The whole tradition of American class struggles is
woven through with a violence that i1s unequalled anywhere in the
European countries, The failurs of revolution will let loosc a
wave of suppression that will make Hitlerism look 1like a pink tea
party. But the very same tradition of violence, when harnessed
to the transitionnl demands, will sweep us into power, The blunt,
foreeful, and violent traditions of the Ameriocan working=-class is
the truc basis of the coming revolution., Bind it to the futile,
disillusioning Labor Party and the working-olsss will turn to the
more active, morec aggressive, more outspoken, and morc geudlly
nttractive lectures of inoipient fasoisn,

XXII., MAJORITY SPOKESMEN CANNOT HONESTLY SHIRK THEIR SHARE OF
RESPCKSIBILITY FOR THE FAILURE OF THE REVOLUTION AND
THE H1SE OF FA3SCISM. '

Tliose who advooate the Labor Party cennot, if they are
honest with themselves and with others, avoid the responsibility
for the role thc Labor Party would havs in driving militant work-
érs from faith in labor polities generslly because Labor Party
Polltios can achleve nothing for them. Nor oan they shirk rcs-
ponsibility whon the Labor Party they advocate contributes to
the smashing of the coming Ameriocan revolution, Thet this will
he 1ts role is verified by all history. And it matters not at
all what the reason is for advocating the Labor Party,

Those who advcocate the Labor Party without transitional
demanda will bs responsiblo for its actionss

These who ndvocate the Labor Party with transitional
demands will be responsible for its actions,

- _Those whe advocate the Labor Party bscause the sooclal
orisis will bring "tumultuous" changes of suoch n nature that the
Labor Party will, so to spank, be swallowed up by the eaithquake
of olnss struggle, will also havc to bear responsibility,

*
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To say thet the Labor Party will have a =hort and tempestuous
exlstence as the reason for advoeating it now 1s to deccive one=-
self and others, Politlical parties do nct rise and disappear
when thelr cconomic or "progressive" tasks are¢ ended, They.
romain long alterward as weights upon the workers, drasging thom
down into the bog of confusion and reaction, The bhlows cof de-
clininpg capitallsm will cCestroy the failth of some in the Iabor
Party but it will also drive the party fsster te the right ags
a bulwark of reaction within the working-class, Comrade Shacht-
man may complain that if the Tabor Tarty were 8 little bit more
rudieal it would get more memberss But the essence of the Isbor
Party 1s that 1t functions within the limits of ocapitalism, It
caunot be radical when capltulism 3s duolining, It must beoome
increasingly reaotionary., We have seen this to develop, From
supporting Democrats, to supporting Republiocnns, to supporting =--,
" What canltelists party next? But it always supports capitalisu,
And 1% willl help orush the workers who challenge the system.

Those who advocete the Lebor Perty beoause they are in-
< toxiocatcd with the gibberish that starts off with "1t io not
excludzsd that.ee” will also becr thelr burden of responsibility
for tho Labor Party's role, Aud those who just follow the pro-
valling stremm, and vote with the majority no matter what, will
also be rcsponsible for the Labor Party action,

XXIIT. TRANSITIOHAL DEMKNDS ARE THE OWLY ROAD TO REVOLUTION.

-The transitional program leads to revolution, The Labor
Party leads to impotence and defeat, Hercin is tho basio contra-~
diction between transitional demands and the Jabor Party, Thero
can be no happy marriage betwoen trensitional demands and tho
Laber Purty just as, there ocan be none betwecn plus and minusg
black nnd white, Our party camnot fight for bLoth cqually. It
must cmphasize one and make the other subsidiary, The mojority
gubordinatca the tronsitional demands to the Labor Tarty, The
minority subordinatos the Labor Party into Just another arena for
the transitional demands., .

XXIV, ULUDIVIDED IQYALTY AND "UNAMBIGUOUS SUPPORT" T0 OUR OWil
PLRTY ARE THE ONLY. GUARANTEES OF KEVOLUTIONARY CONQUEST
OF POWER, '

There can be no-divided loyalties for a revolutionlst,
He oannot give "unombiguous support" to the Labor!s Non-Partilsan
Lcagué, on the one hand, and the Sooialist Workers! Party on the
other, Membership in tlie party means undivided, '"unambiguous
loyalty to our party alone. The transiticnal program is tho only
basis for this loyaltye. It is a program for building our party.
The New Iabor Party proposal of the majority wants to advcoate
the Labor Party, and to bulld it, It shifts our "unambiguous
support" from our own party to the Labor Party., That 1s the mean-
ing of the new position, )

Our duty is now plain before us, /e must repudiate the
majority position on the Labor Porty., First, there is no necd
for ohange, Second, the change 1s of a charaoter whioh arouses
doubts ns to the future of the partys Third, the ‘change would
put us -in motion to advocate a party and type of action which
1a oertaln to lead to defeat of tho workers., Fourth, the change
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would wealen, 1f not destroy, the basic revolutionary signifi=-
cance ol the transitional demands, Fifth, the ohange would give
"unambiguous support" to & party otker than our own and would
result in divided loyalty,

But. this 1s not enough, More remains to be done, We
must orlent oursélves thoroughly and oconoretely about the tran-
sitional demands, We must pound them out day after day, when-
ever the appropriate opportunity arisea, We must show the
workers in no uncertain terms that we know their problems; that
we know how to solve them; that we arc determined to do 1it;
that the transitional demands, which arc so obviously adequate
and just ocan only be fulfilled by the overthrow of ocapitalism
and the institution of sococialism; that we are unswerving in our
determination to take power and put through the solutions; that
wo alone are willing and abls to take power in the name of the
workers.

That is the whole perspective, It may sound unreal
to some of the spokesmen for the Labor Party, But that is simply
beocauee they neither understind the transitional demands nor the
depths of the ocurrent crisis, Both these wovonsiderations make
thls perspective the only revolutionary one, The tone in which
we put forth our demands ==~ the words and phrases whioh we use ==
these are tnotioal matters to be adjusted to the needs of the
situation, But tho demands must be put forth as long as the
social orisis in Amerioon life continues, And in pushing the
domands, the party will lead the masses to revolution,

The time to orient the party for power is now, Let us
begin, A



i
T.0 IDBASPTRAD KISCONCTITION! YIh0UT THF LABOR PARTY

Jaok Cope

»

In &1l the argurents agains{: thie resolution on the labor party two
erronoous ideas stand out: That we are abandoning our opgosition to reforme
isng that the question of whether or mo% thero will be a lator party in the
UsSs will be answered by the subjootive factor of the Socinlist Workers Parby
decision, C _ . L :

_ Both' Draper and Trimble givo exprossion to the first, Draper in

his article'and Trimblé in the branch ‘discussions To Trimble i% appoars ‘that
ve ore not awaré of what wo aro doinge 3o wmrned hc says that "o intand to
go into a reformist party." (my emphasis e J,C.) fnd this means, he continucs,
that wo must "sulmorge our ovn bamner.” we cannot bBuild both the Sosinlist.
Viorkers Party and tho Labor Party at +he same +imc, Iitler or -- wo will
cither devpie all our energiocs to building tho first or abandon that projoct
in ordor to tuim our attention te tho segod, .Drapon on tis part deolarocss

"But a Marxist worlers. ﬁp.-rbr.,gf.n.fzot teo alongt with the mmeses at tho:cost .

of tabling itz politiecal ;id’clm'_s‘. {ogain my gphngls = .JeCe) By

_ - In kis roview.of. "Ensblst Lottors to.Knwbsky" ;(New Irtornational,
June, 1936) Trotsky writoss Mingels .pivos o olassie definYEYom Whloh Biows =
tho differcaco botwoon a- wivifyding and o 1lifcless: gbstraskions: 'Ngrx roducos
the cormon qontont in things and.rolations to its momt wmiwdroal eoncoptunl: .

exprossions his abstractipn ‘_;':diasgquqr;tly,rpﬁrod,ucqsginf concopt form tho ; & .
content already lodgod in things thomsolves, Rodberbus, on the other hand,
creatos for Liusolf a moro ar -loss dmporfoct menpted cxprosgion . and measures
all things by his oconcopt, to vhich thoy mst be oquatcde? (P, 144) Ningebentha
of the orrors in luman thinking are ambraccd in 4his formula."

It is prooisoly tiis formula which cmbreoes the orrors of Draper and’
Trimblo, Ia their honds thoy hawo two bright skiny ontogoriés: on +Lié one hand,
reformlsn, bebtraynl of tho working class otces on tho othor, bMorxism, Fourth
Intornationnlism, loyoliy to the revolution, otee. Thoso eatogorics "morc or
loss impurfoct” montal oxprossion of the roal world aro for them mutually oxe
clusivo, But if we try to "roproduce in concept foru thc content alrcady
lodged in things thomsolvos" wo have an entirely difforont story,

First of all tho movement toward o labor parbty vhile roformist in
foim is essontinlly o movement awny frou the influonce of tho capitalist class
== is consoquéntly progressivo, o step tovnrd proletaridn politiecal class
consciousnoss, and for that roason should bo cnoournged, spoodod up and organ-
izode Sceondly, tho Socialist Torkers Party itsolf is not some abstract oquive
alent of porfeetion which has fallen from tho sky but only o moro advancod
oxprossicn of this scmo movement, To turn asido from this movement and rnot try
to stand at the front of it aud help it to eatoh up with tho vaipuard would bo
to abandon - for a timc nt least == our rolc of wauguard for thct of imiocont
bystander,

As for the second misconception, that a labor party oon he created
by o docision of the Socialist Workors Party, this wms oxprossod over and ovor
in tho argumonts agninst the labor porty rosolution. These comrados arguo thot
therc aro no signs of a lubor party boing built; that if ve "orcato" such o
party wo will be contributing to the roformist illusions of tho masses; that
wo must not "imposo or superinpose o labor party on tho mnssos" ota.



To put the quostion in this wny s to stond materianlism on its
hoad, Wo can no more "eroato" a lobor party than we could have Meronted"
tho CIOe For yours tho rovolutiorary movomont of tho U,S. ealled for tho
orgunization of tho wnorganizod into industrial unions, But nothing happon=
ode Not until tho 1929«34 deprcssion had brought tho Anoriecan workers foco
to faco with the nooessity of fulfilling this task was it accorplishod.
{nd conversoly, whon this did happon all tho botraynls of tho A.F, of T,
burcaucraoy, all tho obstaclos placod in thoir wmy by tho fukors and +tho
onployors could not stop this profound mess movoment which wont for boyopd
tho goal sot for it by its most faresightod leadors, (tho sitedown),

So it was with tho CIO, So it will be with tho labor party. Vo
cammot oroato it wo con only estublish its.probability and its charnctor and
oricnt our ovm activitles accordingly, Tho faot that millions of workors have
affiliated to Labors?! NonePartisan Longuo should bo indieativo onoigh of o
growing turn toward indepondont labor politics on tho part of tho Amoriean
working clasee But ovon if thié wore not yot visible thore would still bo
roason for such.an orientations, All thé pro-roquisites for suck a dovolopaont
aro prosont in abundanece., Tho doolino of Amorican Capitalisn has forced tho
vanguard of the Amorican working class into ocononio organization (tho CIO)
but no soonor are they organized than thesc workers find +hoir rccout gains °
and.mony of tholf former conditions boing wiped out by etill arothor deoline,
nore procipitous, nore profound, more disastcrous thon the first, History
has placed bofore this vworking class a sot of probléms that can only be
solved on tho political fiold of tho olass struggloe Is it 1ikoly that this
class, which has oomo 8o far in so short a timo, will rofuse to plok up tho
gountlot thrown down to it by the thoroughly rotten, docadont and corplotoly
bankrupt capitalist olass which still guides the destiny of tho Ancrican
rnssos? ' A R
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DRAFT RISOLUTION ON TEE LABOR F.RTY

1, The quostion of a Labor 'Party has been plaged before tho SWP by

_ .- tho intornationnl and nationnl lendership ns o corollnry of its transitional
dernnds irwolving a revision of Hio forner position of our tendency. In tho
past wo stated that wo would mot advosato or lay the foundetion for a labor
party, but would probably participate in ono 1f it wore formede It 18 now ;
proposod that we take tho indtintive in urging tho fornation of a labor party,
out of tho present "moveromt® for a laboy party, that wo "broak the rosige
tanoe" of the trade union burcauorats 4o the formation of a labor party, with
o view to "pushing it on tho road to indepondont politioal aoction", while nt’
the sane tine wo "do uot and will not tako any responsibility for this party,"

-

2, If the SilP is to oarry out i%s rovolutiohary tasks, it rust roe
Joot these proposals and take o clefnegut position agninst the building, aide
ing and advocaoy of the labor party, It must fight the 1abor party as o roforne
ist party, whiok cannot bo "indepmndent" of the hourgeoisic, and sountorpose
to 1t the building of the rovolutionary party 4nd internntional, Its trade
wion activitios, fraotion work inside the labor party, and general ‘politieal
line must bo oricntated tomard the destruotion of labor party influenoe ovor
tho mnssos dnd the bullding and strergthoning of the influenoe of revolufione

8. Not one of tho arguients advanced by tho pro=labor party olement
in tho SWP holds Wmtors not one of the orucial oritioclsms against this 1line
has boon oanswerod,

8e The labor paity is presontod to tho SFP memborship as a
transitionnl or partial denand, whioh roflcets the desiros of masses of worke
ers, and whieh ean mobilige thonm for indepondent political mation, cnd through
that for rovolutionary aotion, on condition that rovolutionists partieipate
in it.

The use of partinl derands by rcvolutionists is an intogral
port of the theory and practios of Bolshovisn, But not in all onsos whore the
mascs are following a certain slogan do the rovolutionists support it,
Exnnples are the Bolshevik position against revolutionary defensisn in Mareh
1917, against paeifism oven in woretine, against the Hilquit amondrient for
the oxpropriation of oapitalisn by oonstitutional anondnent, .against the
rooont anti-wnr Oongress at Woshington, Evidently there are partial demnnds
and partial domandse Tho revolutionista apply oritoria to ench such slogoni
Will it faollitate the indopendenee, the inltintive, the olass struggle will
of the proletariats Only then is it really progressive, and we support it,
Or will the fight for this slogan subordinate the workers to tho bourgeoisis,
lead them into olasseocollaborationf Then 1t is reaotionary, and no matter how
it mpy appoal to masses of workers at a given moment, it will eventually dig-
sappoint and demoralige thom, and disoredit those who have advoosted suoh a
8logan,

Morx in 1864 pointod out the value for the olass development of the
English proletariat of 20 yoors of struggle for the TenmHour Day and universsl
suffrago, Today sueh transitional nethods of striggle as the sitedovm strike,
workera® militia, workérs! oontrol of produotion, are partial slogans whioh
develop tho initiative, the leadershlp and the olass strugglo will of the
workers,

But tho Labot Party? It is fundamontally e reformish party = by its
program, its structure, its funetioning, its oomposition and its leadership,
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The slogan of "inlt to bulld a roformist party" ie o slogan of subordinctirg
the olass strusgle to class collavorution, tho proletarian leadorship to thet
of tho bourgooisics As such it is o roactiounry, not o progressive drmund,

: be The advoontes of tho new orientation try to justify their
position Ly the devoloping objootive eriamis and its revolutionary potontinlie-
ties, Dut this is procissly vhict mnkos the labtor party perspeotive utiorly
Lopclosse If tho objective sitletion today boro &y ressrblansce to tho pre<imr
opooh of rolative sooicl ‘rease, in whioh the Brdtish Lebor Party ond Corman
Sccial Demosraoy grew up, a. labor party orientation might bo no morc oxsusablo

-but at lonst understandoble, Lonin's arnlysis of the growth of tho British
Lobor Party ves in terms of tho suporeprofits of British imperielism; Trotsky's
ovm anclysis of tho German Soocirl=NDemocrrey in- the postewnr poriod wes thot its
growth ond stabillzetion pornllelod the relative stabilization of cdapitnlism
ard thot its doolino took plooe as the (relative) orisis beghn to sharpon exbor
1929, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

_ Now for the Lirst timo, in 1938, we arc taught that the srarp-
or tho orisis ti.e moro room for the dovelopment of reformdism in tho labor movee
mente Or what 1s it to food? Will oapitalism give more concessions or will it
toke amwny ooncessions already vrrested from it by the proletaricty

" If it is argued thot prooisoly besausc oapitalism eannot
glve écnocssiong, the labor porty beoores agrinst its vwill an antiecapitolist
foroo, wo ask, slnoo whon Marxists belicve tlat eapitalism éci bo fought withe
out aonsoiousncss in the political ficldt Trotsky has pointed out more than
onoo that the -hisfory of Muxism is strown with the efforté of opportunists °
to leavo overything to the "historio procoss", to the nutomntio, unwoonséious,
"implicitly rovolutionary" rosponse of the working olass to thc noods of tho

. olass struggle. :

. ¥lo answors Procisoly tho growing objestive orisis ocalls for
tho independent eonscious rovolutionary party leading tho proleotarict in ao-
tion3 preoclsely the labor party in whioh revolutionary elements may Ho one
tropped, will be helploss to fight oapitalism in the period of orisis, and will
only blook tlic road ol the prolotariat when objective oonditions put the quos=
_tion of powor on the ordor of the dby..

The ‘sgre argunent wng prosented four years ago for tho entry
into Soocial-Dcmoornoy. "Fasoigh 48 around the ocorner = wo must not find our=
selves isolatod whon it comos", The roformist parties in o periéd of cpproache
ing fogeism not only do mot afford & shelter for rovolutionists, but ovon throw
out oontrists = SAP in 1932, Pivert 1938, The saro wnprincipled arguncnts led
to tho same un=Morxist counclusions,

The rationalization which load Comrnde Trotsky into tho
&nd Intornntional romains in print « nover ropudintod, But 1life has torn that
anolysis to tettors, Worcvor. this line wms aoted on, it load to dilutlion,
despoir and oonfusion. Only philistines cen talk of mmorioal poins, That
our entry sucoocaded in doing waas to reinvigorato the deccdont 2nd Intcrintions
2l and provent the loftwnrd moving clements from joining us, I Is time to
learn as De Leon taught lonz cpgo thot ono onrnot rnko e battloship from o bont
oonstruated to be an oxoursion stermor or that né amount of pruning ond grafte-
ing will allow n 'sour apple trco to boar oranges.

. e The labor perty spokesmen in our ranks give o dlstortod’
ploturo 'of tho present as well as tho past of the Amorican labor moveront,
in ordor to sonvinee the wminformed that thore 1§ o brand=ncw situntlon vhich



=28~ .

roguiros brondenow "taotios", in reality, not now taetics at all but a brook
with Marxist principlo, ‘

Wo arc told:s " The LNFL ropréscits a profound doparture
fron tho old Gonpors schodél of labor politics", Ansvior: Gompers supported
firat one bourgoois party, thon anothery now tho LNFL supports only one; but
this is hardly .a profound difforconoc, :

' Wo arc tolds MIn tho 1936 prosidertinl clectionsese ewo havo
scon for tho first time a systeratio ond iroercasingly dotermined cffort to
organigo and mobilize the politiocal sbrongth of tho workers as o gingle unit",
Angviers Look up tho record. of the National Lobor Undorn Party of 1869, the
Labor Party of Illinols of 18733 the Indopondent Poity of 1876, tho Grecnbaok
Labor Porty of 1886, the Unitcd Labor Party of 1887, the Union Labor Party of
1887, the Pooplets Party of 1891, all tho wny dowm to tho LaFollotto rove=
nent of 1924 with the railrond brotherhoods and Socialist Party participating,
Tl.oge were mnss movenents, mobillzing hundreds of thousands of workers,
based on workerst organisations, with a reformist progran, giving olootoral
support to bourgoois oandidatos,. :

.- Not orly i1s tho labor porty nothing now in the Anerioan’
movenont, tut’ on the vory contrary, it hos a long and disgroooful rcoord of
bankruptey bohind it, and the ourront movemont, tho latest oné in o long
sorics, diffors in no irporbant rospcot from its prodooessors_.

_ Finally, oven if it woro truo that this 13 & néw phonomenon
in the fmoricsn Labér movomont, it would still be reformist, olass=collaborne
tionist to the .core, oand a blind alley for tho working olass,

de Tho argunont that to stay out of tho labor perty noeons sco=
tarian 1solation from the rasscs is nothing roFfc nor less thon tho Peoplots
Frontist argument agdinst revolutiorary actiorn, It proposos to appraoch the
mapsca fron the roar, as a taileend, The renl isolation of roevolubionists
fron tho massos resulta fron tho chaso aftor the opportunists and refornist
loadors whilo tuiming their baucks on tho roal intorests of tho IN98CH,

. -IY is timo to draw the losson of the bankruptoy of the POUM,
Thoy alsa, from foar of lgolation, took the opportunist road to the nasscst:
thoy also fought the Peoplets Front on paper, and collaboratod with it in
prootioos they also proforred to mmnouvor with the reformist and anareiist
looders instoad of leading tho mnsses 6f workers against thoso loaders, As o
rogult, when the orisis oanc to a head, they found themsclvos roally 1solatod
fron the rmssos, : ’

4, W& hove not yot stated the fundonontal reasons whj,; the loabor porty
is opportuniax, why it is a broak with Marxist priroiplos so for wo have o:ly
denonstrated that tho proponents of tho now 1ine hove not boon ablo to proscnt
o single sound Justifiedtion for their position, -

, We have to stato now that .tho labor party and tho famorslabor
are preoisely whot the Stalirists ocall thenm, the .merican oxpregsion of the
Pooplo!s Front, Seoond, that the labor party lino is in faot and in prineiplo,
the linc of liquidation of tho revolutionary porty and of Bolshovisn,

Although this labor porty is to be partly ot least of our hondie
work, wo verbally diséngage ourselvos of rcspongibility for it, Tho responsie
bility 4s inesvapablo,.Here too wo ramin rovolutionary in word and roformist
in deod, . :
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ne We havo doceribed the ifbor moveriont, prosent as well as its
Anoriorn predeocssors, as o rnss movenont, based en wvorker$ orponizations
usunlly givinug clectornl support to bohrsoois eandidntes on a olasseodlabor-
ationist prograri, But tho pooplels front is nothing clsc —= as our tendeney
hes pointed out, 4t 48 not a new polioy, but only o new name far +ho old
sooialedenoerntioc polioy of ¢oalition and eolloborrtion, The doolsive tliing
is the olnss eharnotor of the program, not the namo nor -the social corposim
tion of tho. organizations that supwort i+, History hns shewn us agein and
agnin labor organizations supporting a bourgeols progran, The working elass
did not take power wher MhoDonald or Blum booane preniers, irrespoctive of
tho "Labour Perty" or Sooinlist Party label, or working olass following,
In this country the ALP vill bc no> noro "indepondont" of the bourgooisie if
it noninates Hillman than 1f it supports Lorman, The Pooplets Front charnoter
of the poligics for whioh it is organigod, that is, the maintenancé of capit-
alisn throygh roforus, doterninos the charaoter of the labor party.

: - -~ Thero i3 no more plooe for revolutionists in a labor party
thon in any other form of poople!s front, that is to say, thiey ocnnnot usc a
sowrtaererovolutionary instrunont for'rcvolﬂtionury’yﬁrposea. We fight the
ocertrist confusion of "rovolutionnry peoplets front", or M"peoplets front
of aotion"; tho Stalinist grap of tho "damoorniio peoplets ery™, and the
refornist illusionism about the utiligation of the bourgoois stato for prow
letarian purposess So vith the labor party, 1%t 1s an apperatus built for
oortain’ purposos, the subordination of the proletarint to "bourgeois polities,
that is, for tho political purposcs of the Peoplofs Front, and it coannot be
utilized for advanoing the revolutionnry noveront,

- It wns no ooincidenoe, but politiocnl neoossity, that foroed
tho- Stalinists to support the labor party fron 1923 4o 1929, when thoir general
1ino wns opportunistioc, abandon the sloirn cduring the loftist “third period®,
ond take it up agnin since 1935, 08 an irseparcblo part of tho Peeple!s Front
line of the Seventh Congross,

- ~ be Tho labor party line means the+liquidation of the revolua
tionary party, ond thoreforo of all revolutionary porspootivo, irrespectivo
of the subjcotive wishes or intontions of thoso vho advoecate it,

The motivation for tho line as givon by the Plenun rosolue
tion is the followdngs "Before the orisis of 1929, and evon lntor, wnbil
the appoarance of the CIO0, vc oould have hoped that tho revolutionary, that
is, the Bolshavik party would dovelop in the US parallol to tho radienlizoe’
tion of tho working class and succeod cventually in boooring the hood of it,"
Those hopes &rc now givon up, The abandorment of this porspootive, ovon
Yoventunlly", is the renson explioitly given for tho now position on the
labor party. ' . . o

T Tho noxt sontenoe goes on t6 say, "Under those  oonditions,
(1404, hope for a rovolutionary party at the hond of tho rnsscd before 1929«
1935,5 it would hnvo been absurd o oocupy onesclf with abstroot propagandn
in favor of am unheralded "Labor Party", Thon thoy hnd hopo for n rovolubione
ary party ond oonsidered tho Labor Party Qquostion abstraok; todey, they rogard
the labor party movement as gonuine, and give up hope fer the revolutionary

po.r'by. o ) .
In exchange for a revolutionary party, they have talken up

tho porspeotivo of a loft wing in tho labor party, édrrying ouf 4 loyal
opposition to Lovestone, Thomns, the 0ld Guard SePeysind the CePs, prosonte
ing the tranaitional'pro%fan of tho Fowrth Internationnl ns "good trevolue

tionaryt.labor partyitoes", under the diseipline and within tho program of
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the labor party,

. This perspeotive is no less liquidationist If a tart, par-
tleularly the loadership, of the SWP, stuy§ out of tho labor partsr, and
maintaing a pross, oondusts a few meotings, and ocarrios on abstrdet Fourth
International propagandn, while the actual.perticipation of the foprmer SVP
members in €ho olass strurgle takes place under direotion of the peformist
lobor partys The. purty might oontinue to talk revolution but its aglion would
nedessarily bo reformizt, being limited to what the ALP hureauorats will’
cllows This-means the most thoroughgoing divoroc of theory from praatice,

.. The lino of thr so~oalled "indopendent"organizatisn vemaine
ing oubtslde of "the ALP would be detorrined by tho neods of tho ex=SWP @aucus
ingide the ALPs It would in reality therofore not be an indopondent o 28
tion, "but vould te politically subordinated to the ALP via the sooell ] Mofte-
wing"s It is thorefore corroot to spoak of this policy as-one of liguidation,

'Ss Tho KEQ rosolution implios, though it does not- state, that the
trangitional labor party (6r fMarmerlabor perty) in its Pight for trangitional
dorizds vill booome the road to a transitional ™workorst and farmers": governe
ment", This anti«larxist oonocpt of the twowolass govornment, liko the twoe
class party, ust be rejooted on vrineiplo, Hovever, this inpprtant guostion
1s a soparatc metter, and oan Lo dealt with bottor in e separate dorvmont.,

- OONCLUSIONS

‘ le Thé SV rust reaffirmm tho -first of the Eloven Prinoiples of tho
Loft Opposition, ™ho politionl and organizational indopendenco of tho rovolus
tiorary poarty at all %imes dnd undor all eonditions™, Wi thout thig, no prine
oiplod fight agninst tho labor party 18 possible, : . ‘

. --2¢ Tho SWP rmst fundardntally rovise its position on the labor party
in the Doolaxaiion of Prinelplos, whieh hos: medo.-pegsiblo.tho presont pro=
posals of tho WCe Theso proposnls ard, word for sori, "tho SWP givos positive
and wiaibizuous support fo the lalLor party novoment in goneral and %o all of

ts local manifestotionse™ It rmst rojoot or principlo tho advoonoy, tuilding
or support of tho labor party,

- 8¢ In tho uniona and othor mass organizatjons, the SVP.must fight
ogoinst affiliation. to thé labor rerty, as partioipation in bourgoois politios,
It rmst ocountorposc to it, the only indopendent purty of the working olass,
the revolutionary partye, If the wnion doce afiilinte, the mombers will of
ooursc not break fro:. tlie union, but stay vith tho vorkorsy cocopting thorodby
colloctive nombership in the LP, and pationtly explain to the workers on tho
basis of thoir roal exporiocnce how tke LP ddos not ard cdinot fight for their
interests but enly oan ond rust botrey thoms In this way, thoe fight cgeinst
the LP becoreg paxt of the rovolutiondry strugele ngainst burcawornoy and for
olass struggle lire and demoorncy in ‘the wnions, Unionists who find thirie -
gloves in thls woy inside the LP %ill right for suoh transitional slosaris cs
workerst control of produstion, workors? nilitia, cte, ( and or 1o conercte
troansitional slogens the proposals of the PC neod drostio rovigion, )

4, Butosido of the unions, open oxposurc and intronsigont critioiam
of tho LP by the SWP oombined with the work of fraotions inside the morbership
branches of tho LP, dircetod townrd exposing +tho "progressive” and "independe
ent" bluff ‘of the ALP, ond *towrird broaking it up and preventing it fron ine
fluonding the working olass, United front activites inoluding the electornl
field, oon be o useful weapoun to the work of oxposure ond.disintogrqtion,
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 AGAINSY THE ADVOCACY OR BUILDING OF THE LABOR PAR”‘Y‘
THE LABOR PARTY LINE IS THE LIQUIDATION OF THE IINE OF BUILDING
THE RF"CLUI‘ IONARY PARTY} TEE ONIY INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS .
PARTY 15 THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY} THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE
REVOLUT LONARY PARTY HUST BE SAFEGUARDED AT ALL TIMES AND UNDER
ALL CONDI'T'IONSI '

Sutmitted by Louisville Local,
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'OR INDEPENDENT L.ABOR POLITICAL ACTION: a Tronaltionnl Slogan

The eoconomio and seoial orisis whioh is ragirg with dowastating
oongoquonoc to olass relztionghips is ot last breaking the workers from
tho dowdnition of thc eapitalist politienl partics townrd indopendont po-
1itioal aotione This proocss oc: £ind its full roalization only in the
outry of tho unssos of workers ard farmors inte the ranks of the SWP whioh
can lead thom to power and to socialism. This goal oan be cttoinod, if
tho 5T and 1ts mombers beocomo ti.c londers of tho Lronk from the two party
systen and oro roady to share in the experionce of tho masscs pushing thon
- forward step by stop from one stage of dovolopment to tho next, O:dy by
suok: a brooess will wo bo nble to provont.the workers -from oxpoficiodng
perraient disoriontetion in the ranks of o pooplets.front porty, o lubor

é

party, or in a rutursi to o roviielised two party sistum,

At prosent tho two main strooms into vhioh this movemont has boen
ohaxrelizod are the rovenent towmrd a peoplets front party and that toverd
a labur party. Jnd it 18 our task row, no mattor vhat strotegy or tootio
wo oy adopt townrd thoso mnin ourrents to toll the mussos vAat theso pare
tics will Yo and vhat thoy will do.

THI. 7IOPLE'S TRONT PARTY

The pooplcts front party will be a olass collaborationist molange
of potty politioians, mmll shopkeepors, whitecollar workers, and workors
with a noneworking olass philogsophy and progran and will bo at tho very
best a oontinuntiopn on the loft of the presout doy Poosovelt politios, Its
irmodiato tugk will be to corral tho 1dlitanoy of +ho workers or tho coone
omio and pelitionl ficld cnd propare “hom to support tho cordng war, It
will provont thon from aticining their full olass oonsoiousncss and tic
thon to tho bourgools st-tc vitl more ties than tho two traditional bowrs
geolse partios oould over rustor in the rovolutioniry strugsles that will
doninate the ooming poried,

THT LLBOR PARTY

L labor party will dofinitoly broak thc mricra fren the tve
onpitalist partios and vAll roully give them the oxporienec of politiecal
irdopondonoe and will inercasc tho class oor.goiousncss of H.¢ ontirc worke
ing class but it will inovitably bo forecd to ocarry ouf a progroal not ©ssone
tlally difforont fronm that of tho pooplots front party, Made up 6f tho
brocd rngscs of the workors through thoir w.ious but led and rcprosontod by
the petty aristoorats of labor without any sosial wvision it will bo Lomu
with oontradiotions but unquestionably it will carry out an opportunist
polioy, a poliey of pomcoful parlismentarism vhiol vAll sdp the vitality
and militanoy of the movemont vhich brought it into heinge It will tie the
workers to reformist ideas and o the bourgoois siate tlh.rough those ideas
and will inevitally be one of tlic ehief instrumonis through which oeapitale
1sts will tie the workers to the military machine in the nexh war, Its
class aollaborationist aotivitcs on the coonomie field vwill have & dice
oouraging end disillusioning effcet or the growth and militanoy of the
struggles of the workers.

There is no question but that if our party worc to be eonfronted
by o peoplet!s front or a labor party it weuld have to mointain an in‘ran-
slgcant opposition te its philosophy and ao*ionges It would bo prepared to
hold its bamner high at the front of the most militant vorkers and to advanoce
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an independent revolutionnry program o ansior the Lmmediate problcms of the
workers movericnt in opuositior o the halfevmy, oprortunist, answors of the
rcformist party, We would bu prepared to expogo their cheap muohinations
and betraynls and point oul H.cir lcssons to the workers in the ranks of
this movement, and tlius bring the most militant and rovolutionary worlers

to our party,

[iowover, at presen’ we aro not faced with roformist partics whioh
must bo fought, but with a movament tovmrd class-oonsciousncss whioh is nowr
oxpregsed by the elemontal gropings of tho masses bowurd indepondent polit-
loal notion in tho form of a pooplets front perty and a labor rarty.

Towmrd this movemont we must take a stand vhieh will not isolato us” but vhioh
will make this groping for political zotion result in olnss consoiousncss
vt:lol is tho first prorequisite to owr socialist proprganda and to & sooiale
1st oconeeiousnoss, The grenter nwiter of workers is found not in the 3

of the.movement for the labor party but rather in the poople?s front tendenoy,
Against this latter movement we must maintain an intransigeant hoad=on op=
position, At present 1t expresses its reaotionary charnoter by its support
of Roosevelt and its opportu:ist support of politieian "friends of labor."
Ita effect as a whole will bo to dofinitely put a stop to the movement toward
olass bonsoiousness and political irdependence and provent it from bocoming

& step tovard sooialist oonsolousness and the growth of the SWp,

.~ The movement tovmrd a labor party is today definitely onc whieh
brooks no compromise vith onpitulist politioians, it strives to resist oxe
olusively on the trade union movement, ii tries to dovelop the oluss cone
soiousnocss of the workers, 1ts énd as exproessed in a labor party would be
wdeairable but at the presont time it s the movoment #m which we cuan win
the workers to oldss oonsciousness and directly to the SWP, and we must take
our stand with ite We must get into this stream and usc it to fipht against
the Eeople's front tendenoy, but at all {imes we olearly and oategorically
proint out to the workers in this movement tho dangers of a labor party to
thom N ) '

This means that while owr perty supports the mnsses in the labor
party tendenoy it doos not and cannot becomo tlie advocnte of and the spokose
men of a national labor porty against a national pooplots front perty.
Ingtead wo must adopt a floxible stratogy based on our support of the labor
party tondenoies and our opposition to thoir oconsumntion in » rozl labor
partys Around the slogan for Indopendent Lebor Politioenl Aotion and our
transitional demands wo gan play o significaftt role in the prosent develop=-
monts, .

In the unions ell over tho cowtry, wo advoonto our transitional
demands and agltate for the entry of tho workoers into the SWP. In wnions
wherc the workers are prosm:ted with the altorrativo of looal indopendent
labor party politioal aotion ns opposcd to participavion in a movemont that
will tio them 4o the liboral wings of the ropublican and domocrztioc party
we should, vhile pointing out our transitional demands ond the inadcquaoy
of a party which doos not support tham ask tham to affilinte with indopoile
dont labor polities, Onoec in suck a movomont we press for groater donoce
rooy, for our program of transitional demands, for the SWP and its priroie
plos and, as the movemont grows, tho soolalist oonsoiousness of the rmsscs
will bo cxpregsed in thoir entry into the SWP == the revolutionary party.
By this poliey and this polioy alonc the SWP will be able to turn the movee
mont frem -the two oapitulist partios into one which will earry the workers
to olass oonsciousness, to sooinlist oonsciousness, and te workors powor
in tho WORKERS AND FARUFRS GOVERNTENT , '

Dan Lecds we= Chiecago, Ill,
T

.. - we
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ANENDEERNT TO PROGVLL O AL STITICVAT, DEIANDS

The Sliding Soale off Wagoes, as proposed in +he Progran ¢f Trensi-
tional Demands would, if prt into efrect, be bub one more ohain tiading
tie workors to the fortunes of eapitalism, Who is to det rmine whea and
Fowr veges #.a11 bo acjusiod to most rrice ohanges? The bosses? The roverie-
mout? God forbid, Vet evea thic nost rilitat shop comzittees, with their
irdependent audit of books, would be no waieh for e disionest statistios
of tLo bosscs and the govermment, liorcover, the inovitable lag between a
vriee chorge and & wege adjustmest vould throw the adjustment all out of
rroportion even hefore its aduptions : '

Itese, Lowever, are but minor arguments ageinst the Sliding Soale
of vhpes, as ocompared to the confusion which suoh a sloran would create,
Lo we wonn tlat if prices go down workers are +o acoept a proportionate out
in thelr already wmeaner wares? This aspect of the question has cousod nume
crous wilons, vhere ltheyr are strong erowgi, to rejeot a sliding sonle of
weges, (uotably Lewis vs. the steel indvstry). Or do wo mean that wages
arc to s£lide in one direction only, ond then hold tight wien prices bogin
to slido in the opposito directior? This lotter interpretation is a rosy
one, but so fantastic ns to mke us appear ridiculous to o workers as’
well as to the bosses, It would wetually clionate tho petty bourgeoisie,
who suffer equally from the effects of price changos on thoir real wogos
and who are olready inelined to blamc organized labor for thoir predicament,

The fallaocy of the Sliding Sozle of Viages is that it does not go
to the root or the probleme In & period of doolining capitalism . (foir that
rmatter, in any period) it is.preatly to the workers! _;dv'an'{:agc o hold fosb
to their wmgo seale vhoen prdecs drops & risc in prioces, during +his final
period oI oapitelism, may be due to o tomporary boon in busincss, during
which time the sbrength and militeney of labor will olso inorease ond my
be ecunted on %o win sore cains for the worklng olasse Iorc oftton, howover,
o risc in pricos cowes obout through downluabion of tho ourrencye This wms
the ease in Fronoe, vhere all ( and more) 6f +the geing wrung from the cope
itelists dwring tho grect sit dowm strikos, hove bee cancellod by delaso-
ment of th. franc. Devalustion is not new. It hns oceurrcd ir all of +he
mejor crpitalist oowntrics of 4o world, nnd in shis lest desperate perioed,
is bound to tako plees aguin end ngain at ever more frequent intervels, '
":ile develuation sorvos in some degroe to bolsigr +the copitnlist framowork,
it is the seourge of the proletariat and petiy wourfieoisic ~like,

Our task is-to polint out 4iis fnotess to oxplain carclfully to the
workers and the potty bourgooisic bofove the ovont inkos rlaco ngain heroe,
what dewvaluction moans ond viwt i18 ruinous cffoots will e on thom; ond
to mito the two groups on the slogin of Mo Lovaluntion = Dovaluniion is
a Froud,” S -

Tovmrd th~ fappncr our approact. on this quesiion is ,sli’;;'z'tly more
difficvlt wnd co jlicatud, He sves groater prosnerisy for himsclf in dovale
untion and the conscquort rising priocus, Our proposals coutainod in tiwc
suetion of +h¢ Tronsitional bimesds - rolating e the farm problim will fnoile
iteto our oppreact by offexing o him othor ..oans of ineroosing Lls incomoe,
A% the sime tiuo we must omplain to kin thot his prosperity is slozelr tiod
to that of tho nation ns o whole snd thet develuation cruiot brirg chout
prosperity, . -



Coupled with the equestion of doveludtion is th .t of toxation,
waich wms not rone inko by thu, Resolution on Tronsitionn] Dumonds ~% 211,
The bourpecisic must eloosc békven grotdor Sexation aid doviluntion,
In the eoring crisis, as shewm by Franco, it imst do both, ‘As vot the full
weight of the taxaiion problun hos not Loonm folt in the United Stotes, for’
i1 the yoar 1938 texpo:rors ore still ocasting alorg o1 ithc profits of 1937,
1939 7411 wrk the boginning of roclly heavy taxatior such as hos been kiovm
abroad, ond it pocs wtlout . sayiag that ovory vffort will bo mado te plaocd
this burden on the "Little Follow » the potty bourgeeisic wnd the workers,
Tho Lo Follotte politicel orgorizrtion has already indientod a desirc +o
pleoc now and h'do.'viuif taxos on the lower inoomo groups, o rove whiel, offcers
us the corvortunity-te draw the petty bourgooisic ciny from thot quurter
torrd the working oloss, '

. Our task'is twdfolds Wo muet mko a drive for abolition of woxes -
on 16w’ inoome groupsi.d., do awny with all snles $nxes ,and nuisanco taxoes on
boor," tobnoto, ehoap adusorionts gto, and domrind “that sho -examption lovel of
inedoume Haxes bo raigod, not lo ; brade At the samo , timo wo mwust sock to placo
tho burdon of taxatior on tho rich, vhoro it bolongs, Wo must damnd ine
cercascd inoome texes in the higher brackots and cholition of tax oxcnpt
socuritios, Abovo all wo mst point to tho hugo . reserves lying idlo in tho
banks’ ang domand o "oapitel tox, This 18 a slogan vhioh w1l soem so logiocal
to the mssos that ¥H owrgooisfe ill ho ot a loss for arguments with .
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RESOLUTION on the DRAFT THESIS

"THE DEATH AGONY OF CAPITALISM
and the
TASIS OF THE FOURTH YiiTERNATIONAL"

Submitted by FeX. Forry
and Roger Oross,

Aftor a oorreot evaluation of the prosent day politioal, soeial and
cconomic eonditions of the world preosemted ii the first seotion of tho thesis
uder tho title, "The Objeotive Proreqiisitss for a Soolalist Revolution," and
in "The Proletariat and its Leadership," ingorroct conelusiéns wore dravm, make
ing the thesis gonerally inapplicable and <hus inaeceptable, for the following
reasonsi :

1) Revolutienarios and rovolutiénary partios have clways believed in
the nooessity of presenting, at all times, dorands fer and on behalf of the
working olass, but these demands, whether {mmediate or transttional, must vary
with existing eonditions, conditions determinoed by the objective oconditions of
soolety and the politien]l awmvenoss of tho werking elams, Immediate and transie-
tional demands of yesterday booome meaningless today, if tho conditions for
whioh those dermands worc oronted are ehanged, Imediate, or transitional dee
mndy must of nosessity bo of a taotical mature, and as taoticdl woapons must
be altered, renevied or cntiroly disenrded as conditions changec, As the words
immedinte or transitionsl thomsclves imply, such domrnds are varinbles, Thero=
fore, undor no eiroumstcnoos havo thoy any place in a prograrmntio dosument
of ‘o permanont or semiw=permdnont noturc, as the draft thosis now presented by
tho Fourth Imntornationnl is,

) 2) Any dooument of a rovolutionary party, prescnted to thé working
olass, Lo it of o porminont or samiepormanent (transitional) naturo, must stress
and put in tho forofront the rovelutionary program of tho partye It is incorroot
and to bo oondwmed vhor. any such’ thosis placcs tho rovolutionary program of
tho party in o scoondary position, as doos tho draft thosis horo the Progrogim
motlo doclaration wns displaced by the tromsitional domands put forward in a
formnl and programmtioc manncrs This formnl pefsontation of tho transitional
demands misloads the vorkors and orcates the bolicf that tho rovolutionary
progran is cbandened, ovon if only tomporarily, in favor of immédiato dormmnds,
It puts o disproportionato omphasis on the tronsitional demands, which are
mde to assume'a position of principled importance, and pormits, corrocetly
or inoorroctly, thc assumption that tho Fourth Intormational enphasizcs, at the
oost of its program, tho nood for domands to be roalized within the franowork
of capitalisn,

3) It is rot possible, with any hope of suocoss, to criticize tho
olnssiodl sooial demooraoy and its attitudo towards tho mindmum and rmoxinnm
progran, aud at the sui¢ timo to ombraco cortair points’ of tho maximm progran
of tho social demecracy, call thou trazsitional domands, and olain for such
attitude tho justification of thosc into whose bosor “ho godly spark tms do=
‘positods Tho transitionnl doronds oorroctly point out that the realizability
or wnronligability of sonc of tho dorwnds "aro in the given instanoc a quostion
of th¢ rolotionship of foroos, which ocan bc docided only by the struggleo."

If 80, then cortnin of the domands designated as transitional have no plaoc
among tho transitional deuonds, since thoy can be obtaired only after or during
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tho final struggle for power. Thc thosis prosecnts a plcture ofton not thought
through to thé end, whon it fudls to distinguish botwoon demonds of & tronsie
tional nnturc, syoh as workors! doferse groups, tnd tho domand for tho workors!
nilitia, the latter being o woapon of the proletariot at tho tino of tho final
strugglo, Tho sanc lock of olarity is déronstrated in vonnmootion with the ‘
dorand for workors! control of industry, vhioh nt ocitain tines is prosonted
puroly and simply in a refornist manney, For cxanple, the demand is preoscnted -
that "workors no loss thar onpitalists havo tho right to kdiow tho soorots of
tho faotory, of tho trust, of tho whole branch of industry," This derand is
dongorous beocouse the working olass has no intorost whatsoover in tho oporing
of the books and othor "partiocipation" in tho managomont, but desires to takd
over the ranngenont as a whole, Wit this taldng ovor of the managemont, iee.,
vorzerg! ocontrol of industry, is not #ransitional but o domnd of the final
phaso of the revolution, ' - o I A '

4) A dangorous ldok of olarity, or wi outright ovasion of presonting
tho rovolutionary'position, 'is exprossod in the ropodted use of tho phrase
"oriticdl support,® whioh, mooording to tho thesis, is to be givon to ocortain
parties, groups or novomonts undor givon gonditions, Tho samoc laok of olarity
is domorstrated in the usc’of the phrasc, Mlossor evil," in oomneotion with
tho ohanging of the slogan, "tho chiof onomy is 4in owr omu oowntry," to ™tho
dofeat of your own .govornmont is tho lossor ovil," add tho use of the same
phrasa in conneotion with "just and progrossive wars," : '

' 8) The drnft thesis as 1t is now proscutod, -showing an obwious: ate h
tompt to displaco by it the progranm of tho revolutionary party, will, rightly
or wongly, orcato in tho ninds of the workors the impression of a prineipled’
doparture fron the progrom, tcetios. and krotogy proviously reoormended by us,
In gonornl 1% 1s %o bo nssuncd that to 6ffootivoly earry out the work townrds
rodlization of thg transitional domnnds, tho orectioh of a new vehiole, that
is, o labor party, ¥l booaio nocodsary, not only on & natdonnl, but on an
international scalo. Tho oroation of ‘this vehiold by a rovolutionary party,
or tho partiocipation of such o party in tho oreation of tho labor party, TOPYOm
sonts o prineipled dopartwro fror tho progran of the.Fowrth Intornctional,

. 6) Tho draft thosis, in fuiling %o gtross tho rovolutionary program,
and falling to -gtross tho final rathor than tho immodiato or transitionnl
dorands, fails'to ‘proparo the working olass for an understanding of tho rovoe
lutionary gonle This ongonders o dofinitely roformist tondensy in the working
olnss ~nd thus tho draft thosis torids to beoore an obstaclo rothor than o
Aoapon of tho rovolutions Such a reformist ideology wus implanted 'in the worke
ing olass in Gerrmuy by the socicl damwornoy and the trado unioms, whioch
wore strossing irmodiato or transitionnl domands at the cost of rovolutionary
progron, ond thus they fuiled to proparé the working olass for the revolutions
ary offonslve, with tho offoot that sudh an offensivo oould naqt be roached,
ovon in the fooo of the fasoist dangor,

- 7) The drhft ‘bhcsis,r in its morc inportant aspeots, oontradiots the
fundomental position as oxprosscd by the Fourth Intornational in its orifiocisn
of the draft-thoals of tho Comintern and in other prograrmatio doouncnts,

. - -+ For those rcasohs it is roselvod that tho draft program should bo

- ro=odited with .the view to olininato nll oppearances of a prinoipled turn. fron
tho progrom of the' Fourth Intornotionsl and to oliminato any and all appoar=’
anoos of a progrirmntioc -displaoconort of ‘the goal of tho Fourth Intermationnl.

Chiengo, Il1,
- July 86, 1938
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ON THE SLOGAN FOR M. WORKTRG! GOVERNMENT"

The thesis on the application of the Transitional Program to the
United States proposes the slogan for "A Vorkers! Goverrment", Comrade
Cannon has proposed, as an amendment, the substitution of the slogen for
"A Workers' and Farmers! Gover:mmont", Comradé Cennon has offered no moti-
vation for, nor explanation of, his amendment, theugh, presumubly, the
burden of proof of the sultability of his amondmont ac against the slogan -
advocated by the National Conmittoo lies on his shoulders. Nevortheless,
sineo tho question has boen raised, olarifiocation is neocssary. ’

The formal ebjeotion vhich has been raiscd in discussion £o the
Cannon amendmont Is thrt i1 éommits us to advooacy of a "two olass state",
This formal objection is not, however, decoisive, and 4ndieutes s luck of
wndorstanding of both sloguns., The slogan for "4 Vorkets? Govern ment" isg
not identionl, in oIl rospoots, to the demand for "The Dictotorship of
the Proletariat"; it is also o transitiondl slogan, designed like the
othor transitional slogans to aid in bridging the gap botween the maturity
of tho objootive socinl oonditions for the proletepian revolution and tho

iminture politicnl lovel of +ho massos.

We would acoept the slogan for "A Workors! Govermmont™ in order
to give it our own content, We undorstund that the only genuinc workers!
govermmont ozn bo the dictitorship of the proletariat - the sovict state,
We lmow that tho struggle for a gonuine "workérs! government", however oone
ooived, oan, 1f resolutoly pursued to the ond, oventuate only in tho struge
gle for.tho soviot rovolution, ' :

. Our idens in this rospect arc nob, however, shared by the mnsses.
In tho Pirst stages, what the masses widerstind by "a workors! governmont
will not’at ell coincide with what we whderstend, Thoy think, and will .
for somo time +hink, in parlismontary torms, "A.workers! govornment® will
moan & "labor govermment™ cleated to officc in the oxisting parliamontary
sotups 'Their subjcotive aim will be tho same as ourss a govornmont admine
igtered by and in the intorosts of lnbor and +ho masses gonerally, But
they will translate this aim differently into songrote tormse Only in the
aotunl strugglo for n lnbor povernment , and perhips through the aotunl
experionee of s 'parliomontery "labor ‘govermmont™ in offico, will tho massos
lecrn that the achievomont of o penuino "workers! government" must mean
the accomplishment of tho sovict revolubion, ‘ ;

It is in this wny that the slogan for "A Workers! Govomnont"
can aot as a bridgo betweon parliamenturism and the rovolution, Through
this slogan the rovplutionists ocn participate in the Eroscnt struggles,
nlongsidc the mnssos, and oan ut the same time guidc t struggle townrd
its future requised ohannols. By h o

. This, then, ig in bricl the justifiention for the National Come
mittuots advoonoy of tho trrngitional slogon for ™4 Workers! Governmont,

Since the slogon for "A Workers! Government™ is itsclf oapablo
of a rcformist interprotation, it is evident that thore ig no differcnoe
in prinoiplo between it and the slogan for "A Workers! and Farmors! Governe-
nont"s The same type of annlysis ean apply to tho laticre e con wndera
stand the latter slogan, in historioal perspootive, as actunlly mcenin
tho dictatorship of tho proletariat e 1.0,., tho allianoc of prelctaria
and poasantry with tho leadorship of tho proletnriat through the domoorntio
sovicts,

4
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spperently Cemrcdo Coimon prefors the more cxtendod slopon (though
here, sinocc he has sritton nothing on the subjoet, onc must spcoulatr) bom

ause it cupresses openly e nin of bringing about tho allianoc between
proletariat =nd peasaitry, and because it can serve ng an agltational weoa-
por in seouring the support of the "peasontry™,

Yo objeotion in prineiple oan be unde to this preference by
anyone who adeepts the general oonception of the transitionsl programn,
Indoed, it 13 ar should be olear that the extended slocgan is sorvset for
some nations, The ervor is ir beliéving it to be universally applicatle,
The spooifio error row in quostion is in believing 1t sorrest for the
United Stutes, ' ' o ' .

The crror results f{ron the atfempt toc draw too detailed an anal=-
ogy bolween lussia, Spain, Chind and even such nations as Franoe, on the
one side, and such a nation as the United States cn the other,

‘ The problem of tie Russian Revolution was the problem of "the pep=
santry", The issue depended entirely on vhether the mass' of the peasantry
could be dravn to the side of the workets against both landlords and bour-
geoisgie, : '

. It is easy to see wny this problem was cruoials (1) Agrioulture
aceowited for an overwhelming percentage of the output of the'national
economy; (2) The overwhelming péreentage of the population was in agricule
ture; (3) Of this cgrioultural pépulation, & still moye overwhelming perm
cenbage (all but one or two percent) oousisted of small pesgonts,

Yot one-of those gonditions holds for tho United Stutess The
differences are so great as to onango tho whole oharacter of the eéntral
problen of the revelutior ir this comntry, (1) Agriculture acoounts for
only a minor poroentage of the output of the natioral economy; (2) Only.

o minor perocntage (about one-guarter)¢of the population is in agrioulture,
(3) The division of -the agiicgituralfpoﬁulatiqn.fs not in the least oompars
able to that of the agrioulturn]l population in Russis, or any similar na-
tlons 1In the first place, in tho United Statos, o substantinl peroentage

of the agrioultiral population (arcund fifteen poroent) oonsists of 'farm
laborcts = cug., agricultural proletarinns, *Of the faim "operators"”, dround
one=quarter dre shoree-oroppers, and anothér quartor are tenants of other.
verictiess in othe® words, only abcut o Half of .the -U,S, forms are ownors.
operated, But, further, among the owner-operatoed farms, we do not at all
find the average plot of 3, 5 or 10.ncros that hold. for. Rugsia, or for most
European nations today, On the oontrary, the avorhipe farm is of saveral
hundred acress’ Morcover, a substential (not in?ihféesimdl, as in Russin

or Spnin) péreentege of the ovmer-operaiors are large-sonle agrioultubnlists,
enploying labor, renting part of thoir land to tenants and shore~oroppors, -
eto. - . ":" o . sl -~ ° . . O )

Even so skctg§ an nocount should indicate hew thin is the annlory
between the "poasant problem" in, say, tho Russion levolution with tho
"farm problem" in the Unitod States, =~ e R ' :
v It ig clearly impermissiblc to employ the word "former® in thé
United States in<the snuic mgpher'that“ﬁﬁ‘hd%e'employed“thc word "peasant" .. .
in Russia or Spain. "Peasant" in Russia meant moro or less cveryone in
agrioulture ‘exocpt tho landlordss and this moent ‘moye or less overyone on
the land, which in turn meint tho overvholming majority in the nation,
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Further, the differentiation i. status, the class stratifications, emong,
tho great mass of the poasantry was on the whole rot grecat, But in tho
United Statecs the word “"former" 4s so loosc and vegue as to be useless for
the purposes of Marxism, Yho is meant by 1t? 1f it means everyonc on the
land, then it applies to a wvast range of social categoties, from agricule
turel proleterict 4o farmereoapitzlists, and each of the major eategories
is of oonsiderable size,

% our attitude tovard the membors of these various ontegeries
is and must be entirely different; and their role vith rcfereonce to +he
revolution will be sharply differont, Agrioulturel laborers we rust ape
procoh «s proletariang, not at all as "Pagumors™ in any sense. We urgo thom
to orpanize in unions, and to fight for the sarce ¥ind of demands as other
proletariuns, ‘

: Tho tonant=fermers, espeoinlly the shar®=orgppers, rcvert more
and more to a somi-prolotarian status, not merely in their relations to lande
lords, but in their work on WPA and other govermment projects during soveral
nonths of tho year, These, of course, wo strive by &ll means to win to the
side of the workers, We must support demands oppliccble to their oonditions:
suspension of rent and share paymentsy suspension of debtss prohibition of
eviotions; oto,

With roference to the ovmer«operators, there are also demands
that-we support, but these demands are formulated exclusively with rcspeot
to the lowor stratum of tho ommer«oporntors, to the poor owmerefarmors
ridden with mortguges aud tox debte and without ndequate machinery and fere
tilizor (conditiona~app1ying to about half of the ownoreoporators)., Wo '
demond for them n morntorium on mortgage payments nnd on taxes, free loang
or subsidiés for machinery and fertilizer, pricn oommittess, freight row
batos, oto, : - ' : :

But +the upper .stratum of the " ovmor=oporntors, oomprising pcrhaps
arownd o quartor of nll form oporators, arc potontinlly and aotunlly for’
tho most part onemies and not allios of tho workors and thoir revolution,
ag woll as of the other groups in the farm population, And it is this
stratum which is above all moant whon people in the United States speak of
"farmerg"s All of tho sots of damands whioh wo adveeato for tho other
groups = highor wngos for the farm proletoriat, susponsion of rent paye
ments and dobts, ovon tho domands for the lowor stratun of owncreopciutors,
arc-in roality diroofed nzninst tho upper stratum of ovmorwoperators,

>

agoinst the "farmors" in the full Aroriosn somso of the vord,

- Our adm in “agrioultural polioy" must bos first of all to win
- the agrioultural labororsy soocond, to win the support of sharceéroppers
and tonantss; lostly, so far as possible 4o win allicnec from the lower
stratum of ownormoporntors, - We onn ot most expeet to ncutralize part of
the uppor stratum of owmcreoperators; the remainder will be firmly - as
experionoo alroady olcarly shows - on the other side of the barrioades, -

Along with the scts of demands, some of them trensitional demends,
whiock further this oomplex aim, we acoept also the more general demsnd for
& "governmont" whioh will advanoe the intercsts of agrioultural laborers,
share=croppers, poor farmers, And this is precisely a "workérs! government",
not & "workers! and farmers! government", 'The latter slogan, in the United
Ttates, turns the faym problem upside down, dnd suggests a perspeotive jushk
the reverse of what our eonorete revolutionary perspective must be, Tt '
places the emphasis upon the stratum of the agrioultural population whieh
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i3 not morely our onayy ard +he wicmy of the rovolution, but “he.cnomy also
in the most dircot s well as tle Jongereterm secnge of “houé sections of
tho agrioultnral population wiiich it 1aush bo our nim +o wine We must bow
vare of tho cutomatic trmnsfer of the soluticn to & problem correet in one
ration to anoticr nation viore tho ovnditions vhiok mude the soluiion core
root are not at all +o bo fowmd,

To aocept the slomn for "4 Workers! and Farmers! Goverrment" for
tho United States would be to introduce o sorious tnoticel disoriontrtion =
not indood irto our irmcdintc day-by=iey vork, vherc tho whole problem is now
somewhot chstroct ~ but into owr goneral orientation for the Amerienn rovoe
lution, That is why wo umust rojoot its Tho transitionsl slogan for "A
Viorkers! Government" is neoossary, ocorrect and adequito,

James Purnhan:
August 11, 1938



(STENOGRAPHERS YOTES The following is r. roucl. draft of a conversation
with Crux held July 29, 1938, uncorrected by participants,)

QUESTLON: Which ie morc preferable or #e “wo slogans: "Workers!
overnmont" cr "Workers! and Farmeps! Government

CKUX: I belleve 1t 1s a very important error to have accented the
?ormulationa "Workers! Goverrment," t.stead of "Wopkerg! and Farmors!
Goverament,” and I believe the “asils of this error is c¥s holf-geo=-
tarian misunderstanding, One can -opposge the slo§an of “Workers!
Government" with the sarpabsuments used against "Workers! and Farmers!
Government," for you ¢°n say trat Greon ir conJunction with icwig--
thet is not cur goverament. Ve can say tlit Green plus Iewis rlug
Iol'ollotte, &8 u reprosentative of the petty bourgeois end pcasant ==
thet is not our goverament. In thut scnse we can eondemn the slogan

of "Workors! Govornment" as not sufflelcntly cloars So good, we con
condenn 1t as well as "Workers! ané Farmors? Govornment., If' we aco=
cont tho slogan-of "Workors! Govermment" then £11 of oun other slogans,
our whole stratogy and tactics, will sive a conerote mcéning to the
slogane This slogen will boccome vory popular und clear. Y ou workers
must tike the powore Thon vo g§ilvo this program which oxeluded the
power cf Greon and Lowis, oxelude from oup point of view as a powor
which we could accept = é support, but then we have deprived oursclves
of the possibility of seying to the poop formers, "It will =lso bo

your goverimont." The farmors play « very importont role in the
Unitod Statese In Engiond, this 1s not o very important question
bocauso the workors are the cverwholming mejority. In the United
Strtos thoe questlon of "Worlurs! apd Furmenrat Governmont" is vory
Importunt, Why dogirvo cwrsclves of the poseiblllty in the rural
districts to say, "This government would bo yourse"? That 1a our drivo
on the basis of progross, what scun you object, frrmerst Wit are your
propositions, oto.?

QUESTION: Don't you think *+le misundorstanding or mistake arisen
0130 from & misunderstonding of tho transition program itself] The
1doa back cof limiting the slogan is thrt farmers don't havo the same
intercst as workors, thrt they will cone into conflict,

CRUX: Of courso the workers and pvoasants, the workers in general,

¢ poasants In generul, don't hove the samo intorests, The farnmers
arc not a class, but a scrics of layors, of social strota bogilnaing
with semieproletarian clements ruid onding with exploitors blg farmcrs,
ote. The slogan "Workors! and Farmeops? Governmont™ docsnft include
for us the whole peastntry. The conbant fop agitation doesn't includo
the whole pcasantry o farmors. Ve 3lgnify thoet by our glozen we
will introduce a political delimttation In fevor of the poor fariars
cgainst the rich farmors, The bourgcois domeerats oz well ns tho
faselsts arc intorested in reproscenting the farmors as o uait oadg
through the higher strotum of tho farmors which is totally beurgocis
to hold in hand the lower stratum, Contrariwise, we arc in%crosted
in introducing o wedge, and to omit hore tho higher stratum and %o
tttract ta us the lowor., Whon wo say "Worlkers! end Ferrcrs! Govornment
in our propogande, wo wdd overy time tint we necan tre oxploited farnora,
not oxploiters, not tho farmers whe have agricultural worksrs -- thoyr
are not our allios, In this scnsec wo can sty that the riorc gueccess-
ful we are, thro moroc closoly would be the allianee botwoon tho workers
and the lowor strate of tho farmovs.
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It is very possible on asoume quertions, we will mave the sup-
port even of the middle farmers, We can even say that with some of
the hizher clascses we cun hve a suecess, but with the redicalization
of cur measures, espesclally during tho seizure of power they will
be repulsede But durinz th» radicelization of owr activity when we
are before tlre selgure of the power and espcelally after soizure of
the nower, the middle elemonts of fermsrc can also be rejectod for
& certain time, becauss tho fluctuation of the furmers is tremendous =--
towards the workers, many times ageinst, and only through this fluc-
tuntion can we definitely win tho explolted majority of the peasants
for alliances with them for bullding up soclalist soclety. In this
senso wo should understand this slozan in a dynamioc porspective and
net as-an agreement with a definite olnss for an indefinite time.

The important thing is that we ouwrselves understand and
meko the othors undorstind thet the farmors, the oxploited farmers,
cannot be saved from uttor ruin, degradetion, domoralization, excopt
by a VYorkers! and Farmors! Governmont, and th ¢t this 1s nothing hut
tho dletatorship of ths prolctarict, that this 13 the only possible
Torm of a Workers! and Farmers! Govornment. By and by we must give
this understanding to the agricultural workers and to the semleprole-
tarian farmors, that their own government cannot be conducted by
Ia Follette and other bourgcols, only by rovolutionary -workors,

The farmers thomselves arc absolutely incanable of ereating
thoir own governments This fact is checked by all of history from
the middle cges downe Evory time thoy ere lod by ths burghers, the
radical hurghors, Whern the peasants bogan & movement, it was a local
movomentes Only the burchors gave nationnl character to the Roforma-
tion, but all the poasants remained as loeal socts. Tho same was
truc politically of the pesants! government == the feudal systom wes
venqulshed 1n Frence only undor the guldance of the Jacobina, and tho
Jaeobins wore potty bourgoois of wurban eitles. Tho same in Russia.,
Victory was assured only by the workers, The same in Gorminye. Hitlor
wlth petty intelloctuals sucooecded in winning the support of tho
peasnntsy The poasants themselves were roady to follow tho guldancoe
of fascists or communists, awaktod for salvation, and Hitler was moro
succossful, but Hltlerls movement bezan as & movement of the towns.
Naturally 1t finishod vndor the inspirstion of the financo capital,

Wo must thoroughly understand oursclvos that the poasants
and foarmors who cconorienlly roprescit'a swurvivel of the nroductive
system of the middlo cges can hive no guiding role in politics. They
can decide only throush the citles; botter, they can be gulded only
by the workerss But it io noecessary to posc this slogan beforc the
peasants themsclves, We say you must not chocse as your alliancoe
the bourgoois, Lut the workors who aro your brotherse And this govern-
ment would be your govornmont of worlkers ond poor farmers, not of all
farmers, but poor farmoras,.

QUESTION: The quostion come up of whobher it wouldn't bo propcyr under
givon ¢ircumstances in tho United Statos to uss tho term "netionali-
zation" rathor than axnropriation," nationalizc tion coupled on to

tho 1doa cf bhoing without componsations Tho torr "notionalization®

1s & common onc and has beon exaggoratcd by workors! movomonts. For \
oxamplo, the minors put on their program “hationalization of the minos.'
The roilroad workers put on their program "nationalization of the
railrendse" Would it be better to onlist tho iy support for "Hation=-
alization without Componsation?



CRUX: The slozan "Syprour:- .tion" in the program does not exclude
compensations In this sense, we often opncse expronriation to con=
fiscation. Confiscation cxeluces compensation, but exprouriation

can includc comensations Iow much compensatlon is another question,
For example in the agitation we can e asked, what will you do now
trancform the owners und hearers of power into tramps? Wo, we wili
clve them decent compensation necessary for tlar life insofar &g they
are unable to work, that 1s, the 0l1 gencration. It is not neceusary
to imitate thoe Russlens, They suffored intervention from mary, nany

capitalist nations; it deprivsed them of the possibility ot g@%ing
cempensations We are a rich people in the United States and when wo
come into nower we will glve compensation tc the elder generation,

In this-sense 1* would not be favorabls to procluim confiseation with-
out any compensation. It is botter to use expropriation than corn-
fiscation, beeause expropriation can Le equel to conflseatlon, but

can includc also some compendations We showld show that we are not

a revongeful people, In thé United Statds it is very important to
show that it 1s a question of matericl posslbilities, but we will

net personclly destroy tho capltaliast class. Exproporhtion and
nationellzation =--'I belicve wWo can use Loth, Expropriation is very
important bocauso 1% signifies an apt of revolutionary will, They
arc the owners of means which should belong to tho community. It

1s nccossary to expropriate thoms Nutionulization crn siznify as in
England, the mines, in Frenco the militery Industrles, a voluntary
agreement botwoecn the cwners and govornment. The owiers beeamo par-
ticipants in the nationalized proporty and many of thom, in France,
for example, bocamo richsr than before, for thoy woro sgved from
bankrupteoys That %5 why we con uso, I beliove, the alternatives

in our agltation, the words expropriiticon and nationalization, but
underlino the word cxpropriction. We can suy to the miner, yon wish
nationalizotion., Yos, It Is our slopmne It is only the question of
conditions. - If tho netionel property is too burdencd with debts
agninst tho former owners, your conditlons can become worsoc than now.
To bese th whole proccedinss upon a free asgreémont betweon the ewnors
end the statc signiifes ruin of tho workors., Now Jou must orgnnize
your own govornment in the statc and expropriante them. Good. We will
not condomn thom to paupbrisme Wo will zive them somcthing for lifc,

ctc.




FOR TER "VCHKIRS AUD FARTLRS GOVERNKENTY,

It is difficuli to grasp the polnt of view of those who
conslder the issuo e "principled" ones Quito correctly Comrace Bwrnhar
points cut that the slogan for a "Workers Governmcnt" is a transition-
a1l sloxin not at all identical with the "Dictotorship of the Prolo-
trrizt®s Tho slogon for the "Workers Fovernment" certainly I nds
itself to rcfcermist interpretetion, but because 1t can be made to
apreal to workers In the process of becoming class conscious and
becauso we con 111 it wilth our contont (not necessarily 211 2t once)
we would adopt somo such slogan as an oducational bridge across which
the leftward moving masses can be led towards the ultimatc goal of
sovict power cnd proloterian dictutorships No objection that is
ralsed agalnst the slogan "Workers and Permors Government" cunhot
similarly be raiscd agoinst tho idoa or a "Workers Govornment". 1Is
the cbjoction that we arc calling for a two class government? Butb
in actual practico the "Woriers Govornmert" coan be quite similarly
interprctede What Workers Governmont is it to bo? The govornment of
the trado unlon bureaucrcts, of the Greens, Wolls, Lowisses, Dubin-
skys? That would surcly bo u Workers Government---and a two class
governments. Tor all those Tigures are the agents of the capitalists
In the ranks of the workcrs and it is our task to make this clear to
tho working classe It is strango that somo comrades now find a
principled difforcnec inveolved in the cholco between those slogans,
pertlculerly sinco tho slogan has boen used for a numbor of yoars
by cur French section without any of theso comrados raising the slight-
cst objcectlons Or is tho 1ssuo principled only for the Unitod Statos?

Cormrrde Burnham ralses tho issue as to tho corPfectness of
tho slogan not olsowhsrc, but only in the United States. Ho objects
to any attofintoto apply the slogan "Workcrs and Farmors Govornmont!
universallye PBut nobody, so far as I @a aware, has attomptod to
apply it unlversally. It would not at &1l apply, for oxample, in
Engloand. But 14 does apply in tho United Statos.

The capltalist class coverywhero today looks upon tho farmors
s an anchor of safoty which helps to stabllize capitalist socicty.
Without this bufrlor group (as an lmportont pert of the middle class,
although as will be pointed out, the farmors do not form 2 single
class) tho small minority of copitalists would be face to frco with
the prolctarict in all its mighty strongth. The New Doal has had
as onc of 1ts major aims tho cconomic prservation of the formors '
precis ely for this rosson. Had ccoromic laws in their “purity" boen
permittecd to gcvern, wlthout government intervention through subsidies
the samec procoss of disintegration of agricultural ceonomy would havo
procccded 1in the Unitod Statos as in England, to the point where
the farmers would have become a nogliglble factor, numorically and
economically. In England capitalism not cnly robbed agriculturc of
2ll 1ts wealth, but carricd the procoss of ruin to such completion
thot today the farmers form, fomilies and 2ll, only some seven percent
of the populitions Thus in England it would be gquite unnoccssary
to crgue the point, in o transition program, of whothor to cgll for
a workors govornment or a workcrs and farmers govornnont. But in ¢ne
United States, as earlier in France, the caplialists hove learncd
from history, and, while continulng thoir wploitation of the farmors
as intenslvely as over, they utilizo their government o reintain
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the rarmers ts frrmers, even if ut a low economic status,.

The ocaplitalist govermmant rretends at all times to speak
for the "farmers". Roosevelt resisters as u furmor to sive added
point te this pretense. And indeed the bourgeols ‘governmsnt doec
speak fur the exploiting zroup among the farmers, thut group which
"farms the farmers." The ruling class doen everything in its power
to muintadn alleglanco among the farmers to tho Jresent systom. - 4
systomatio propaganda, well subsldized, ls constantly noured cut to
drive & wedge between the farmers and tre workers., In particulur,
the hotred of the farmers 1s directed agalinst the orzanized workers
in the trade unions. This is accomplished by making it appear that
these unlons are selfish instruments which force so much out of the
bosres that these sans bosses, now as purchasers of agricultural
products, cannot afford to pey .the furmers vetter prices. Thus the
bosses constantly dangle an alliance befiore the farmers agninst the
working class with the i1llusion thet the farmers will goet more of
the national- -income 1r thoy heln the monopolists to beat down wages.,

~ But the farmors are not a single classe They form a collec=
tlon of all the clasgoa, In'his enalysis ot this point Comrade
Burnhem bolsters up his'reasoning in nn amazing manner, appurently
reducing a real issus to one of torminology only. For he tolls us
that the term: "formera" apnlies here in Amerlca to "owner-oporators",
ney to "the upper strotum of the ownore=operctors™ above all., Thus
it would apnear that when we advocato tho "Workers and Farmers A
Government” we are advocating a joint government of the proletariat
and thoe upper gtratum of -the owner=oporators on the farms. We are
told that the word ?ﬁarmér“z;a:so;lOosdf&hd9Vague &s to bo uscless
for the purposes of Marxiom. It is perfectly true that the term
farmers includes ownereoperators, toenants, share-croppers, farm
workorg, and voarlous combinutions of thoso eleéments. It is the func-
tion of Marxism td ontér .such a complex soeial reelm so as to drive
a wndge botwoon. the. oxploitors und the exploited.* "This 1s done by
means of a program for tho -exploitod layoers, a program (does Burnham
toach us anythlng hero?) ¥hich sets tho exploitoed against the exploit-
erse. Our vrogram and cur propazande arc en attempt to.focus the light
on the roalities that exist,~not.an-acqoptance‘Qf bourgeols looscness
and vaguoness. The cuapitalists would Jike nothing botter than to
have the torm "farmers" apply only to the upper stratum of exploit-
ing owner-operators.  Put even thoy cannot do this. In their consus
they always divide tho farmors among ownors, ronters or tenonts ‘
sharocropnors, farm loborors.  Ture those who work on tho farm for
wagoes are inciuded with tho wage oarners, but thoy arc also workors
of the land eor farmers. Tho most cursory oxdaminh tion.of the 1liter-
afuro will show the usc of the werd "farmors" to includo the large
oxplolted majority of those who work in the fleldse. Thus Lonin in
his work on Amorican agriculture that 1s by no mcans outdated except
In 1ts statlstics, says: 'Bvon .on this basls wo find that more than
ono third of all farmors are directly exploited by tho groat londowners
and capitalists~==", Comrudo Burnham 1s willing to £11l tho tornm
"Workers Governmont" with our content; that is, he fs willing to in=-
terpret whnt ho means by laying down meanings and a program. Will
he not allow us to do likewiso with the "arrers®® Must ws edd in
front of this torm the word "oxploltod", or will he rllow us to Show
this in tho actions we pro-osec cnd the' directives wo ;ive to the
fermorse And surely we code to the bourgooiste that half million °
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of explolting capiltalist farmers, tc whom we offer no srogram but

rather against whom we direci part of the activities of the resl farmers
from cur point of view.

But make no mistake, the question is by no means terminolog-
lcul alope. For what is involved 1s the weight of influenece of the
"furmers" in the fight ageinst capitelism. One of the points made by
Comrado Purnham is that "Only & minor porcentage (etout one-quarter)
of the population is in agriculturce." One-quarter of the population
o minor percentage? As Burnham uses ths word here, I gct the impres-
sion that ho means more than the nurmerieal connotation tlone,. he
means to minimize the importance of tho farmers and their contribution
to the nrolctarian revolution. But in this minor perccentage cre in-
cluded hoth white and nerro sharecrovpers who live as nearly like
European peasants as any sestion in Amorica. Also a large scotion of
poor farmers hopelessly in debt to the bankers. Even bourgeois writors
refer to the modksage as the bridge to tenancy, and this in turn as
tho bridge to wage-earning on the farm. Furnham does not deny the
nood for winning over thesec forcos to the side of the workecrs, The
program ho offors for this purposc 1s nert of the transition progrem
adepted to this purposcs But he does not wish to sum this program
up in political terms.

To woigh the importance of the exploited farmors (including
the "independent farmors® cxploited in the capitalist morket by

monopoly capitalism) the quostion should be posed in this form: Can

the worklng class win the victory in the Unlted States without the
support of the farmers? We know that the formers connot unite and

form a strong political party of their own. They can follow only,
follow one or the other of the two mijor contonders for poven, If

the farmers sido with tho cepitalists--thoy con thon storve the clty
proletoriat-=the working class would be doomed to defeat. On the

othor hand, in a revolutionary sltuation, the farmers cculd doliver

a mortel blow to tho capitalist rinancial structure and to capitnlist
oconony . (Throwing off of debts, food agreements directly with the
working class, participation in the soviots). Cormrade Burnham is wil-
ling to strive to prove to the workers the nccd for our leadcrship.

How shall we prove to the farmers that the Workers Governmont is in
reality tholr governmont,the government of LIl tho exploited as well?
Shall we not sum up our program for tho farmers politlcally by calling,
in the trandfion program for the Workors and Farmers Govermont? Comradc
Burnhan is, I am sure, heartily in favor of soviets of cxploited

farmors in tho country. How shall such soviets arise and how ghall
they bo linked with the workers soviets? Is not this linkage %o

be actively attompted and striven for? And how can this be done execept
by pointing out the road for the farmers to follow to the working class®
The call for a Workers and Farmors Governmont is rioro than symbolic of
the fact that wo would adopt thoe entire program of the cxploited farmers
and that wo would ecarry thic program out in life. It is the slogan
around vwhich we carry on all our propaganda to achievo the alllance bo-
twocn vorkers and farrors, it is part of the transition program to
involve the farmors in strugglo against capitalism, to toach thom throug
experionco in this struggle who is fricnd and who foc, to countoract

the propaganda of tho capitclist class among the farmers, to recduce

to 2 nminlmum tho oscillations back and forth of these necessary bhut
uncortain allies. In our opinion the motivetion glven for the use of
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"Werkers Government" is actuslly ons which uids the bourgeoisie to

maintain thelr grip on the idology of the farmers, to win the farmers

auway frcom the workers. The value of any slogan lies in 1ts correct
ﬁumming up of & progren or & necessary trend of action. The term
Vorlers Government" alcpe 4qes nct sum up our nrogram cf cenmentin

thie alliance Wet™ zon tﬁ:fﬁ%ﬁgﬁgcfg town and country% 1t 1gnores thgg
need for this alllances In that sense it can ectually be hormful,

and cbjectively of ald to the capitalists. It is necessary to encour-
uge actively the Lullding of soviets at the proper time and to oreate
8 link betwoon the soviets of city and farme. This 1s accomplished by
calling for a Workers ard Farmers Government. To say that this is

not Marxism is to ignore the whole nature of slogans and the method

of applying them in complex ("vague") socially contradictory &ltuations.

'Jack Weber
| August 19, 1938
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SUPFIEMENLITARY LABOR‘PARTY STATEMENT

by
Glen Trimble

Some' confusion has arisen in the minds of some comradces
due to the faoct that my "Statement on the Labor Party" included
in Intcrnal Bulletin Wo, 2 carried no dete line or explanatory
note, That statement was written before the plenum of the lation-
al Committee and submitted to 1t, Writing in late March or early
April 1t was of course impossible to deal with the material issu-
ing from the Plenum or written subsequently, The only material
I had was Comrade Burnham's artiocle in the New Internestional and
it was only to it that I could directly reply.

However 1t does not seem necessary to ohange my state~
ment or my position in the light of subsequent documents, The
tendencles which I saw as implicit in Comrade Burnham's article
are explicit in the later PC majority resolution on the ILabor
Party, In the latter the earlier sttempts at reconciliation with
our traditional position are abandoned, We are told that "the
problem of CREATING a labor party 1s placed upon the order of the
day"; that the "SWP gives positive and unambiguous support to
the labor party movement in gencrzl and TO ALL ITS TOCAL MANIFES=
TATIONS" (a position, in. its all inclusiveness and rigldity never
before, to my knowledge, held by ANY working class party, reforme-
1st or revolutionary); that we are to share "ereation" without
sharing "ANY responsibility"; the majority, finally, has "suffi-
olent %though unexplained) assurance” to "predict that the resis=-
tance of the bureaucracy" to independent labor politics "will be
broken," These amazing statements mark the high tide of propon-
ent optimism, » _ h

o The August Burnham=-Shachtman article indicates a ger=-
tain ebb, Confident prediction 4is replaced with an estimate of
the labor party as "less 1ikely" than other varients, The break
with past position is VERBALLY softendd by skirting the question
of creation and omitting the committment to All local manifesta=
tlons, yet the essential question, and division, remains the same
ag 1t was in 1936, No onc proposed then or proposes now a differ-
enoe on the questlon of recognizing nnd working with an existing
labor party with substantial mass base, The taotics of these
relations have always included and still inelude entry under cer-
tain eiroumstances, The attempt to pose the g uestion as one

for or against entry is absurd, The dividing line and the central
issue 1s the question of ADVOCACY, PARTICIPATION IN CREATION AND
BUILDING, It is these things that impel responsibility, recgard-
less of verbal denlal, and that pose the questions of mixing the .
banners -and of joining the toboggan s1ide consequent on diminish-
ing cholces between progress and reaction, To divert the issue
into o sham battle over entry, as does Comrade Kogan, is to fail
to begin to understand the problem before us.

I do not now want to take further spnce, The arguments
of the supporters of the present party position have been presen-
ted very ably by Comrade Draper and will be supplemented by oth-
er comrades, It is the proponents of the change who suffer from
lack of effective and serious argument, I hope that the leading
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comrades who hold that position will avail themselves of thoir
opportunity and respowlbility to tne membership,

) I, of course, suprort completely the substitute pro-
posed by Comrade Draper and propose to votc end work for its ac-
ceptancc by the party membership,
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ARTICLE

. Submitted by - - . -
Le Kogan August 16, 1938

-~ The maln distingulshing featurc in thoge developments’
within the Amerloan working class during the last few years which
first led to the formatlon of the CIO, and thén to the organiza-
tion of the LNPL = 1s the fnot thct these developments took plaoce
wilthout the actlive Interventlon of a revolutionhary. Marxist party,
On the oontrary, these developments tool plece decpite the Stale
inist party, and now ‘they are .oacuring. in the bdckground of the
first rumblings of the revolt of the. CI0 unions against the
Stalinist polioy of rule or ruin, To this must be added the
whole policy of the Foster=Browder party durihg the ‘period of .
the great crisls of 1929-1934: the smashing of the movement of
the unemployed, the-"third period" polioy in the trade unions
whioh resulted in the smashing of the progressive movemént in .
them, then the about faoe turmn and the crawlinhg before the "soclal-
fascists" of yesterday, To the historlcally determinef politloal
backwardness of the American working cless was added the havoo=-
wreaking dlsorientation of .the Staldinist rty and the retarding
influence of-the‘defeats;ofxthe:wdrldsprogitariét.1 It 1s evident
that under thege cirowmstanpes the grip 6f the: labor bureaucrats
on the political develomment: of the Amerloan: workers ocould only
be strengthoned, - - S A A S

."l . .~.:‘ . ‘- ' . . ',_' . ¢ L
- Thus any evaluatlon of “the movement for.the-formation
of an independent politieal party of the American’workers and of
the role which the 8WP should play in this movement must issue
not only from principles upon which a reévolutionary Marxist or-
ganization operates  in general, biut 'glso such an-evaluation must
be based on an understanding of the speeific fedtures, politlcal
and soolal, under which the Amerigan workers are beginning to . =
counterpose themsclves to the rest of the ocapitalist soclesy,
l.e, are becooming class oconscious, And here it 1s neéessary to
repeat again that thesc first steps are bolng made without a par=
ty of rovolutionary Marxism which could effectively interveno
into thesc processes from outside in order to give it the revolu=.
tilonary cxpression of g revolt agauinst the oapitallst stato,
Such an outside interference would have to be brsed first of all
on at least a rolative mass “influence in the trude unlons, This
is not the case with us, Yet our Marxilen analysls of the socilal
crisis under which such a reformist party develops permlt us
1) to recoognize the progressive clinracter of the desire sof tho
American workers. to have their own independont party, 2) to advo-
catec the formation of such a party, 3) gives us a rc¢asonable
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degrec of assurance that our imtcrvention from vithin will have
a strong crystalliziug ini'luencc,

The differcuce between the majority of the P.C., and
Come Draper!s minerisy resolution is thet the latter relatos 4te
self to thc Labor Party a s a develoment tlong straight lines,
whereas the first recognizes it as a procesc which will undergo
changcs that will more or less deeply reflect the socinl crisis
which 1tself predicatcd the movement for the formotion of the
lober party, The minority resolution asks: "Where will this
movement lead to?" And it onswers: "Mihead of 1t lies either la-
bor party cetion, or revolutionary politiecsl setion.” This nar-
rowly and at the samc time abstructly posed dilemma lcads_the
minority resolution to the conclusion that "our basic approach
domands that we seck to block tlie road toward the crvstalliza-
tlon of this sentiment in the form of a labor party." The ques=-
tion is only how could we block this sentiment? The minority
resolutlon recognizes and hails the "progressive subjective devel~
opment" embodied in 4 break from the 0ld capitalist parties. By
that it recognizes the historionlly determined, though also unhap-
pily delayed formation of the political class consoiousness of the
Amerioan working classe. Being a revolutionary Marxist Com, Hal
Draper should understand thet a political sentiment emanating
from politieal backwardness oannot be blocked by anything, espeo=-
1ally if this sontiment has a progressive character, A party of
revolutionary Marxism 1s not aoting according to its own free
will, however revolutlonary this will may be, On the other hand
a gorreetly understood necessity to act in such a manner as to
be able to intervene in a process aoctively in order to crystal-
lize ‘a rovolutionary sentiment in 1t, gives a party of revolution-
ary Marxism the necessary assurance and the unity of its will to
aot o : ' - :

The mlnority resolution states that the disparity be=-
tween the objective-agtuation and the backwardness of the Ameri-
can working class "requires that we take the path of the transi-
tional progrem in an effort to hurdle the aourse of the reformist
olitiocal development which the Amerlcan workers had to go through,"
underlined in the original, L.Ks) Yet 4in the Discussion Bulletin
No, 2 the minority statement asserts that the minority regrets
that it "can glve no magic formulas to .., S6ekers of the philos-
opher's stone.," The P.C, majority position assigns to the transi-
tional demands a much more modest role so far as the work within
the movement for the labor party is concerned, The transitional
demonds make it poszible for us not to take any responsibility
for the Labor party because "the labor party can preserve progress-
ive significance only during a comparatively short transitional
pcriod”, and thus the transitional demands serve as a test as to
the character of the movement for the oreation of the labor party
and as to the effectiveness of our work within it,

This different approach to the question how to apply
the transitlional domands, from within or from without, also flows
from the different approach to the problem of the labor party.
The minority resolution states that: “The vaouum from whioch the
progressive slgnificance of a labor party has fled is filled with
2 reactionary content, The establishment of such a political
machine means a positive obstacle on the road of the development
of the workers, a positive enemy of the revolutionary movement,"
In other words the labor party is taken ss an entity which will



arrive on schedule sccording to the Lime Loble of historye. In
centracichiinetion to Yhis {ie mujorisy resolution refuscs Lo cou=
sildcr the labor periy cs au cstublisncd politie-l machine before
such « muchire has beer built, It takes the movemens for the
labor party ce . lev.r in ¢érder to intervene in thet procuss where
the buckward smvjective forces of the /meriocsn rovolubion orc CoN=
frontcd both with the cepibalist stabe and vwith the cgents of

that state In the forw of the lubor vureauocrcey and the 3talinist
disruntors und war mougers, The siajority resolution statos:

"Whsn and how the labor party will be formed, whiat scope ané massg
bage 1% will apquire in the periud ahead, gnd through what stages
and splits 1t will pass, the futhre will diccldasc.®

The minorlty resolutior makes an effort to oscope a
secturian approach to the probler of the 1labor party, First 1t
separates itsclf from the sectarians vho express "thu view that
we shobld Liave nothing to do with thils morass of reformism,"

This 1s entirely corrcet, I pevsonally witnessed how such seo-
tarianc bseume so panicky ot the prospect of working {rom within
In thie labor party thut thoey lost their ab1lity to understand
oertaln common fostures in the teootios of boring froa within and
of the taotics of tho united front, Vet in the USPA bDeocouse of
the backwardness of the &ucricun workers +hLe supplementary fea-
tures of these Ywo tuctics acquire a special Importance, Second,
the minority rcsolution states thet in instances whore it would
be hard to avoid a acud=on collicion with the labor party sentie
ment, o oritical suprort nay bo given tc an independent labor
party cendidate, However, the scotarien attitnde 1s unmistakably
present here becruge 1t i ‘hascd cwong obhur things on an attempt
to locolin ¢, elassify and dissvet u moveuent which can be undor=
stood only cn a national scsle,

. The concludirg proposals containcd in the minority ros-
cluticn arc splendid so far as fhe SWP is concerned, No onc can
cpposc binen as ‘such. Yeb we aro confrented nob only with the
t310ing up of the SWP organizetionally in order bettor to confront
the new sitwatlon as 1t develons bLefore qur eyes, but we also
arc confronted with o problem ol how to make it a macs party of
the .mcricon vorking elass ot the time of the socisl crisis of

2. .
acricon cnpltalien . .
the Ancricon capitalian, .
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