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1
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO LABOR PARTY THESIS

Substituk for page 16 and page 17 up to the paragraph begin-
ning with CONSEQUINTLY the following;

The question of the attitude towerd an existing
labor party has never ‘been a question of prineiple for revo-
lutionary Marxists, No more should our attitude toward & gen~
uine mass movement for a labor party be so considered, In our
tactics we must @lways tuke our point of departure from the
conorete .political situation end the tendencics of its devel=-
opment, 1In gcneral it can be said thai so long as the revol=
utionary party has the support of only a small minority of
the working class anrd so long as the vast majority of the
workers support capitalist parties, a movement for independ-
ent political action on the part of the workers 1is progressive
in character and must be supported by revolutionary Marxists,
At the present time the movement for a labor party, at least
the tendencies towards indepermdent political action have as-
Sumed such proportions that for us to take a negative or a
neutrally expectant position with reference to such tenden-
cles would be absolutely ineorrcct and would threaten our
party with sectarizn isolation,

Consequontly, the Sovialist Workers Party gives
positive and unBmbiguoUus SUPPOTTes escrsos e os (include the
whole paragraph), After thut paragraph continue as follows:

It rust not be understood that we are connitting
ourseclves to the proposition that a Labor party is inevi-
table or even the most likely development, Eventes are move-
ing very rapidly and under thc pressure of the cconomic and
social oricis it may very well be that the masses will turn
from the New Deal ar from n third party directly to the
revolutionary party without passing through the stage of a
lebor partye. Should « third narty be organized by o combine
ation of lefte-wing Democrats and Republicans, LaFollette Pro=-
gressives, Stalinists and organized labar, the inability of
suoh a party to solve any rnjor problem confronting the Am=-
ericnan people would leave the road open for a speedy and
tremendous growth in the influcnce of our party., Until
events themselves decide the exact path which the American
workers will take our support of the labar rarty movement
must be comditioned by thut most probable developmemt and
must be of such a noture as to permit us to make n sudden
shift without oconfusing the advenced orkers,

Our agitntion for tho Labor party must at all
times be qualified by two conditions, One that we advance
our transitional demands as the program for the Labor party,.
This will distinguish us from the Social=Democrets, Love=
stoneitos etc, Not that we make it an absolute condition
for our support of n Labar party that it adopt our transe
itional demands but we must attempt to impress the work=-
ers with the ideca that a Labor party will be rnost effec=-
tive 1f it will struggle for those dcmandse Secondly, the
workers must olearly umterstand that in reality therec is no
solution to their problems outside of the rroletarian ree-
volution and that we create no 1llusions sbout the
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pPossibility of any Lator rerty solving any of the fundamental
Problems confronting ths working class,

" Preserving its own full organizational (Continue

Insert the phrase "if at a11" after the word "forme
ed" in the first line of the last paregraph beginning with
"When and how",
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nocm 1509
100 ifth Averue
Nevr York Cit?

June 27, 1938

Dear Ccmrade Crux
»

A% the last meeting of our ﬁo1i*ioal Comrittee I propose:
wnrndment to the draft f ses or. tre “Decth Amony of Ca
and the Tasks of the Fourtl I.v roational”,

To eliminate tho. followlng sentonees ( ia seotion on Ue3aleRa,
PIe 29 Aneriean ullébln). 'As once the tourgeoisie and lulals wore
not pernitied to enior the scviets, so now it is ncecssory to drive
the bureauverasy and *“he ner aristocracy ou’ or the sovicts, Tn +ke

soviets tacre Is roont onlv for rerresentatives ol the wrevkers, rank
» 1

and {ile lelkhozists, peasants and Ked Ly men.
The TeCe decided that 1 -mrite ov and ask: o1 an elabora i ol
the 4 ouzht expressed i the sbove sentencos and your opi:

the anendmenta
Bricfly stated, the remsons for the amondnent are:

1. The proposal "to drive tho burssucracy and the n“v'”risfoc~
racy out of the soviets” just "as once the hourgeoisic and iulaics
were not permitted o cuter the soviets" disregards the sharp social
conflicts going on within the burnavcrac" and aristeocracy - scctiouns
of which will go over to tie camp of the proletariat (as stated in
another section of the thoses); establishes an 31l-defircd Dasis
for dislranchisencnt of tens of nilliors = including the skilled vork-
Ers, It is in oontradic%io *e vl:e section of +the threses which states
that the "democratization the soviets is impossible without lognl=-
izatiocn of scviek partlcs. T“e worlkers end peasarts thensclvis Ly

their ovm frec vote will indicate wha® perties #l2- recorrize as
sevict partics,”

2+ In any case, erc do not appear to be any valid political
reasons to establish an a pr10r1 disfranchiscment of cutire social
~roupin~s of presen® day Russia: 1 socintye Disfrarchiseront should
be based or pelitical acts of "1010ﬁcb of' groups or individuals
gelust the new Scviet pover,

3¢ Sc far as T Imow the propesel in the theses is nowr wresented
1

T
Yor the first time in our internetional —ovemont, Thore 20 dis-
cussion of this questior ot our Plenum - which adopted ~prneral
line of the “lescss It would be rolitically wawise to rosh i.te a
decision on tLis @estion "rAtlout a thoreurh discussion ir our ran'-s.

This discussion gan tolke place subsequent to the irfternational eorne-
gresse In no respect would “his desract fro: the progran oi the
Pourti: Interaational,
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1 ard 2 arc direcicd against the
d 2 10 .

5
ea conlained i: the tio quoted seriemecs or Al theses, “Ahile
’ exist; and nolivatcs postpoiertnd

int 3 assuncs et dlieo
firal decisioi,

I hope that I have madé clear %lc csscics of myv disagrcenent
¢t the formulation in thc draft theses, As rlrecdr stated wo

vt your views on the problem.

fraternally,

Joseph Carter

t
>
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"11 I3 NLC?S& Y TO DRIVE Ti BULCAUCKACY AND TED 7 ARISTOCRACY 0T
OF THE oOVIRT j

(Concorning the Draft of the Transiﬁion I'rogrem of the Pourth International).

On the subject of the slosan wiich appears at the head of +his
article I have rcsceived sdHme cri+Lch1 remarks which arc of a general
interest aad therefore merit an answer not in a private letter but in
an article,

First of all let us cite tme objections,

The demand to drive the burcaueracy cnd the new aristoeracy
out of the Seviets disregards, in the words of my corres pondent, the ohurp
social confliets going on within the bureaucraoy and aristooracy ~~ scotions
of which will go over ‘o the camp of the prolefariat ac siated in another
scction of the same thosis (the draft yprogram),

The demand (4o drive out thc burenucracy o « o) establishes an
1noor“ect ("i1ll-defined™) basis Zor disfranchisement “of ters of millions
~~ includin; the skilled workcrs.

"he demand is in contradiction to that scction of the thesis
which states that tho "demooratizationsof the Soviets is impossible
without tho legalization of Soviet partiese The workers and peasants theme
s¢lves by their own froc vote will indiente what rortios they recognize
as Sov1et partics,'

"In any oase," continues the suthor of the lettor, "there do not
appecr to be any valid political reasons to establish an a priori dis-
franchi'sement of entire social groupings of present day Russian society,
Disfranclhisoment should be based -on polit LCul acts of violenco of groups
or individucls cgeinst the now Soviet powere™

Finally, the author of the lettor points out also that tho
slogan of "disfranchiscment" is advenoecd zor the first time, that therc
has bool n no discussion on this ques®ion, “that it would be bottor to dofer
the quostion for thoroughgoing consideration subscquent to the inter-
netional conforencc,

Such are the reasons and argumcniis of my corrospondent, lUrfore

Ttunately I can by no moans agrec with “theme Thor expross the formal,
jurldlcal, purely constitutional attitude on & question vhieoh :mst bc
approaclied from the revolulionary-political point ¢f views It is uot
ai all a question of whom the new Sovicts will doprive of power once

they are deoisively establisheds we con &lmlj lcavm the elaboration of
the new Soviet constitution to the futuree The gquestcion is how bto get
rid of ihio Soviet burcauer w0y whioh oppresscs and robs the worlkors and
peasants, leads the conguests of October to ruin, and is +ho chief obe
stacle on the road to the intermational revolution, e have long ago
come to tho conclusien that this eau bo atimined only by the violont
overthrow of tho bureaveracy, that is, Yy moans of a sew political rove
olution, '

.

Of coursc, in the ranks of ihe turcaueracy %herb arc sincerc
and revolutionary clements of the keiss types But thoy arc not numcrous
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and in any ease they do not determinc the political physiognomy of the
burcaucrasy whieh is a ocrniralized Theruidorian caste crowned by the Bone
apartist clique .of Staline, Vo may be surc that the morc docisive the dis-
contunt of the toilers beocomes the deeper will the differentiation within
the bureaucraey pcnetrate, But in order to achicve this we must theorotie-
cally comprchond, politically mobilizo and organizé the hatred of the
masscs against the burcaucracy as the ruling oaste. Real Soviets of workers
and poasants can come forth only in The course of thic uprising against the
bureaucracys Such Soviets will be bitterly pittod against the military -
polico apparatus of the bureaucracy. How then can we admit represcntatives
into the Soviets frow tlat cap against which the uprising itsclf is pro-
cceding?

Iy correspondent -- as stated already -- considers that tho
eritoria for the burcaucracy and aristoeracy arc incerrcet, "ill-dofined,"
sincc they lead to the a priori rcjcetion of tens of millions, Preciscly
in this lies the central crror of tho author of the lettor, It is not
a question of a constitutional "determination" whiok is applicd on tho
basis of fixed juridical qualifications, but of the roal self-dctormination
of the struggling camps. The Sovicts can arisc only In the coursc of o
deoisive struggle. Thoy will be croated by thosc layers of tho toilcrs
who arc drawn into the movemernte The significance of the Soviols consists
preeiscly in tho fnet that their composition is dotermined not by formal
criteria but by the dynamics of the class strugglo. Cortain layors of tho
Soviot "aristodracy™ will wacillate botwoon the camp of *he revolutionary
workcers and the camp of the burcoucracy. Whothor thoso loyers ontoer the .
Sovicts and-at what period will depond on the genoral devolopment of the
strugglc and on the attitude which difforent groups of the Sovict aristoc-
raey toke in this strugglc, Thosc cloments of the burcaucraoy and aris-
toeracy who in tho coursc of tho rovolution go over o the side of thé
rcbels will cortainly find a placc for thems-lves also in the Sovicts,

But this timo not as burcavernts and "aristocrats" but as participants
in the rebellion against the burcaucracye

The domand to drive out the burcaucracy can in no oasc be counteore
poscd to tho domand of the legalization of Sovict particvs, In reality
these slopans complomont cach othore. At proscnt the Sovicts arc a docorative
appendage to the burcaucracys Only the driving out of the buronuoracy
which is unthinkablo without a rovelutionary uprising onn rcgenerato the
strugglo of variocus tondeneics and portios within the Sovi:ts, "The workors
and peasants thomsclves by thoir ovm free vote will indicate what partics
arc Sovict partios" -- thc thosis says, But preeisoly becousc of this it
is first of all ncecssary to barisl the burcaucraey from the Sovicts.

It is, morcovor, untruc that the slogan roprosonts somothing
now in the ronks of the Fourth Internationale Possibly the formulation
is now, but not the contunt, For a long time we held o the point of
viow of roforming tho Sovict regime, Wo hopod that by orgonizing the pros=-
surc of Tho advanced clements, the Left Opposition would be able with
the help of the progressive clomonts of tho buroaucracy itself to roform
the Soviet systems This stage could not be skippode But tho furthor coursc
of ovents at any ratc disprovod the porspeotive of a posocful transformtion
of tho party and the Soviets. From the position of rcform we passcd to tho
pesition of rovolution, that is of o violont overthrow of tho burcaucraoye
But how can tho burcaucracy bo ovorthrovm and simultanoously given o logal -
placc in the organs of the uprising? If we think through to thc vory ond the
revolutionary tasks which faoc the Soviet worioer ond poeo.sant thoe slogan
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which strnds at the head o +his article munt be r
as sclf=understood and urgont, Thot

tie ccegnized as corrcet,
is ~ty the
in my opirion, shovld sarciion this sl

international confercnce,
orail,

July 4, 1938 Crux
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June 7, 1938

DISCUSSION WITH CRUX Ol THE TRAMSITIOMAL PROGRAN

Orux: The significance of the program is the sizgnificance of the party,
The party is tho wvunguard o the elass. The party is formed by selection
from the most consoious, rost advanced, most dovoted clemeuts and the
party cen rlay an important ristorisal politictl role not in direect relae
tion to its numerieal s*rcneth, It can be a small rarty and play’a

rreat part, For exanplc, in the first Pussiar Rovoludion of 1506, the
Polshoeviks fraction had ot more than 10,000 wmenmbers, the Mensheviks
10,000 to 12,000 tiet is ths maxinuww. At that Fime they belonged to the
same party, so that the party as a whole had not nore than 20,000 to
22,000 workerse The purty guided the Soviets tlLroughout the whole country
thanks to correct policy and to cohesion. It can Le objected that +the
difference botween the Russians and +j.c fnericans, or any other old éapi=
talist country, was that the Russian proleteriat vms a totally fresh,
virgin proletariat without any trudition of trade unions, conservative
reformisme. It was u young fresh virgin working class which needed direo-
tion and looked for this dircetion and in spitc of tl.e fact that the party
as a whole had not more than 20,000 werkers this party guided 23,000,000
workers in the fight,

Now, what is the party? In vhat does the cohesion consist? This
cohcsion is a common understanding of the events, of tho tasks, and this
cormon understanding e that is the prosram of the party, Just as modern
workers more than the burbarian camiot work without tools so ir the party
the program is the instrument, Without +hc program cvery werler must ime
provisc his tool, find irprovised tools, and one contradicts another., One
ly whoen we have the vanguard organized upon the basis of common coneep-
tions then can we zot, - . /

One can say thet we didn't have a progrem until this day. Yet
wo acteds But this progrem vas formulated undor differont articles, dif=-
feront motiors, ete. In this scnse the draft pregram docsntt prosage a
new invention, it is not the vriting of one man, It is the sunmation of
collective work up until today, But such a swrmation is absolutely nco-
essary in order t¢ give to tho comrades an idea of +he situation, a come
mon understanding, Petty bourgecis ararchists, and intcllectuals arc
afraid to subseribe to giving a party ccmmon ideas, a corzion attitudc.
In oppesition they wish meral programse Bul for us this progrom is tho
result of comuon expericnce, T4 is not impos>d upon anybedy for whocver
jeins the porty does so voluntarily,

I beliove it is important in this conncetion to underline vwhat
we mean by froedom in contradicticn to necessity, It is very often a
potty bourgeois oonception that we should hove a froe individwlityve It
is only o fiction, an error, We are not free, We have no free will in
the sense of metaphysical philosephy, “hen I wish to drink a glass of
beer I act as a free mar but I don't invent the need for becey, That
comes from my bodye I am only the execcutor, But insefar as I understand
the needs of m1iy body and cen sa’isfy them conscieusly then I have the
sensation of freedom, freedom,through understanding the necessity, Here
the correct understarding of the necessity of my body is the only real
freedom given to anirals in any question ond man is an animal, The same
holds true for thc elass. The program for the class cannot fall from
heaven, We can arrive only at an understunding of +tho nooscsity.
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In one case it vms my bedy in the other it is the necessity of society.
The program is the articulation of th: nccessity, that we loarned to

understand, and since tho necessity is the same for all members of tae
class, wo can reach a cormon mdcrstanding of the tasks and tho undere
standing of this neccssity i's the prorram, ‘

We can go further and say that the discipline of our party must
be very sevcre because we arc a revolutiorary porty against a tremendous
bloc of cnemies conscious of their interests and now we are attacked not
only by the bourgecisie but by the Stalinists, the most venomous of tho
bourgeois agents, Absolute discipline is necessary but it must céme from
common understandings If it is imposed from without it is a yoke, If it
comes from wnderstanding it is on exprossion of personality, but othore
wise it is o yoko, Then discipline is on expression of uy free individu~
ality., It is not opposition between personal will and the party because I
cntered of my free will, The program too is on this basis and this pro-
gran cun be upen & sure politieal and moral basis only if we understand
it very well,

The draft program is not a complete program, We oan say thet
in this draft program there are things whioch arc lacking &nd there arc
things which by their naturc don't belong to the program. Things which
don't belong to the program arc the cormonts. This program contains ’
not only slogans but clso comments and polemics against the adversaries.
But it is not a complete program, A completc program should havo a
theorctical cxpression of the modorn capitalist socioty in its imperials
ist stogo, The reasons of the crisis, the growth of uncmployed, nnd sc
on and in this draft this analysis is briefly swmorized only in tho’
first chapter beocause wo have written about those things in articles,
books, and so on. We will write morc and botter, But for practical pure
poscs what is said hore is cnough because wo arc all of the samc opinion,.
The boginning of the program is not cempleto, Tho first chapter is only
o hint and not a complete cypression, Also the end of the program is
not complete becausc we don't speak herc about the social revolution,
about the seizure of power by insurrection, the transformotion of the
capitclist society into the dietatorskhip, the dietatorship into the
socinlist socicty., This btrings tie roader only to the doorstep, It is
a program for action from todny until the beginning of the socialist
rovolution, And from the practical point of ¥iew what is now the most
important is how can we guide the difforent strata of the proletariat in
the dircetion of tho social revolution. I havo hoard that now tho How
York comrados arc beginning to organize cireles with the purpose of not
only studying and criticizing the draft program but also etaborating the
ways and means in order te present the program to the . masses and I be-
lieve that it is the best method which our party can utilige,

The program is only the first approximation. It is too general
in the sensc in which it is presented to the internationsl conferenoce in
the next poriod. It expresses the general tendency of develomment in the
whole world, We have hore a short chapter devoted to the semie~colonial
and colonial countries. We have here a chapter devoted to the fascirct
countries, a chapter on the Soviet Union and so on, It is clear thiat the
general characteristics of the world situation arc cormon because they
are all under the pressure of the imperialist economy, but every country
has its peculiar conditions and real live pelitics must begin with these’
peculiar conditions in each cowmtry and even in each vart of the countrye
That is why a very serious approach te the program is the first; duiy of
every comrade in the Unitod States, -
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Thore are twe dangers in the elaboration of the program. The
First is Yo remin on geieral abstract lines and %o repeat the general
slogan without real coiuicetion with Shc trade unions in the locality,
That is the dir:etion of scetarian abetraction, The other danzer is thre
contrary, to adapt too umeh *o the local coditions, to +he specifio
concitions, to losc the genoinl rovolutionary lines I beliove that in
the United States tle sccoud danger is the wore imroediate, I ramorbor
it nest espeeially in the wsnttor of militerization, armed pickots, cto.
Some comrndes were afraid that it is not real for the workors, ehc,

71 the last fow days I road a French book wrivten by an I4rlian
worker about the risz of Fascism in Itelye The writer is opportunistio.
ile was a Seeinlisd, hut it

is mct his conelusions which ore intercst:
but tie fachs whick e wresentse o 'givos the picturc of the Ttalian
rroletariat in 1020~1921 cspeoially, It was a powerful orgenization,
Ther had 160 sooinlist rerlicmentary doputics, Thoy hed more than oice-
third of the ccmpwmitics i Hhoirp Lands, the most imporisnt scetions cf
Itnly wore in the hands of +ho socialists, the comtor of the power of

the workors, No. earitalist could hirc or firc without union consont and
this aprliocd to agricultural workors as well as industrial. Tt scamcd

to be 49 o the dictatorship of the proleteriat, but the romction of

the srall bourgcoisic, the demobilized ofiicers wns torrible ogeinst this
situation, Then thie avthor tolls howr they organized smnll bands under tho
guidanco of officers and s.nk thum in buses in overy dircotion, In oitics
of 10,000 in the honds of ito Socialists thirby orgrnized men come i %o
the fovm, burned up tho runioipality, burncd tho housvs, shot tho deedors,
inposed on thom the conditions of workdng for capitalists, then they

wont clseviiors and roponted tho same in hundreds and hundreds of towns,
one aftir the othcr, With Sorrible torror and tlhese systeratic acts thoy
totally dodtrored tho frade wnions cnd Shus beoame bosscs of Ttaly,

They were o tiny uinority, ) 3

The vorkoers doclarcd a poncrnl striko, The Tosoists sent thoir
buses and dostroyed ovory looanl strike and with & smoll organized ninore
ity vAped out “he work.orst organizationse Aftor this come cloetions aad
the workers under the turror clocted thc ssme nuwbor of deputicse Thoy
orotrsted in parliament vntil it wns dissolvod, That is tle difiercnce
botween fommnl and actual powor, All “he deputics woro sure that thoy
would hove power, yot this tromendous movement hith its spirit of saeri-
fico wns consiicd, orushed, abolishod bty somec 10,000 fascists welleorpnnize-

0]

od with o spirit of saerificc and good military leadere,

Tr the United Status it might bo difforont but the fundamentel
tesks arc the same, I read about tic tactics of Iaruc, It is a rchcarsal
of o Fascist overthrow, Ho roprosents small hosses who beoame infuriatod
beeause the erisis deovencd, Ec Las his gang whioch 1s absolutely uncon-
stitutionnl, This is vory very contogiouss With the deopening of tho
orisis it will sprocd nll over the oountry and Rooscvelt vho is o vory
very good demoorat rill sny, "Perhaps it is .o oanly solubion,"

It vns tho samo in Itelye They had o ninistor who invited the
sceialists, The Socinlishs rofusceds He admitbed the Pascisss, lo thought
he could balonee +hen egednst the Socialists, but thuy smoshed the minise
tor too, low I think the ¢xample of New Jorsoy is very importante Wo
should utilizc ovorything, but this cspeoiallyve I will proposc a spceial
scerios of articles on how tho Fasoists bucame vietorious, Wo oan hocomo
vietorious the same wny but wo wust havo a small armed body with tho”
support of the big body of workerse o ust hove tho best discipline,
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organizod workors, dcfonso com:ittees, sthervise we will be crushed and

I bolicve that our conrndos in the Unitud Statcs dontt roalize tho ime
potanco of this guedtion., A Tascist wrve car sprond in tro or threo

years and the best workorst leaders will be lvrched in tho worst Pose
siblc way like the Negrocs in +ho South, I belicve *hat tho torror in

the United States will be the most torrible of all, Thet is why e must
begin very nodostly that is with defonsc groups but it should te launched
immediately,

Questiont How do we go about launching the dofenso groups practically?

Cruxt It is vory simplce Do you have a pickot linc in a strike? Thon tho
strikc is ov.r we say we must defond our wnion by making this picket linc
pormanent, ‘

Question: Doos the party itsolf crcato tho dofomse group wvith its ovm
Tonbers?

Crux: The slogons of the party must be pleocd in quarters whero we have
sympathizers and worlers who will dofond us, But a party cannot croate
on indopendont defonso srgonization, The 4ask is to orccte such o body
in the trede unions, We muct have thcsc sroups of comrndeos with vory
good disciplinc, with ~ood cautious loadors not casily provoked bocause
such groups con bo provoled casily. The main task for tho noxt year would
bo to aveid eonflicts and hloody clashos, We iust reduce thom €0 a rine
imum vith a minority orjenization duriag strikes, during pcaccful tiiics,
In ordor to provent fascist mootings i4 is o question of the relationship
of forcos, Vo alonc arc no® stroug, but we proposc o united front,

IHitlor oxplains his success ir his book. The Social=Dcrocracy e
we.s oxtremoly poworful. To a mecting of the SocinlmDomoorncy he sont a
baad with Rudolf Bess, Pe says that at the ond of +he meeting his thirty
boys cvieted all the workers and thoy worc incapable of opposing thom,
Then ho knew he would be victorious, The werkers woere onle organizoed to
poy ducs, No proparation at all for other tasks. Now wo must do whot
HBitlor did cxoopt in roverse, Send forty to 50 men to dissolve tho rooke
Inge This has tromondeus importarec, The workers bocome stecled, fighte
ing clementse Thoy become trumpots. Tho petty=bourgooisic think thoeso
arc scrious pooplc, Such a succoss} This hes tromondous importance as
so much of the populace is blind, baclmnrd, oppressoed, they can be arouscd
only by sucocsse We cai only arouse the vonguard but this vanguard nust
then arousc tho othors, That is vhy I repeat it is a vory important quoste
ion. In Minnoapolis wherc we hawe vory skilled poworful comrades we oan
begin and show the ortire courtry. I belicve that éven thoso cnignntio
murders of Corcoran ard Brovm ean be usod for this, '

Crux: I beliove that it would be uscful to disouss o littlc this part of
the droaft which is rot sufficiently doveloped in our text., It is tho
gheral thooretical parte, In the last discussion I remark:d “hat tho thoore
ctical part of the program as a goneral analysis of socicty is not given
completoly in this draft bhut is replaced by some short hirts, On the other
sidc it'does not cortain the parts dealing with the rovolution, the diotoe
torship, and +thc comstruciion of socicty afbor the rovolutione Only the
transitory poriod is covorcd., We have ropeated moany times that the scion-
tific charactir of our activity consists in the fact +“hat wo adapt our
progran not to political econjuncturcs or the thought or meod ol thec mnsscs
as this mood is today, but we adapt our program to tho objective sitbuation
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as 1% is roprosonted by the ccononie” eliss structure of socinty, The mone
tality con be backwnrd; thon “he politicnl tesk of tho party L& vo bring
tho mentality into hormony witk thoe objretive frets, to muke the warkers
undorstand tho objeetiv. task. But 1 cmnot wdapt the progrom to Sro
backmrd nontality of thc workers, the ientality, “hc umood is a secondary
factor ~= the princ factor is tho objecetive situation, That 1s vhy e
have heard thesc oriticismBor these approciations that sore parts of tho

progran do not conform 4e tho situntion,

Bveryvhore I ask what skould wo do? Mrko our program it the
objoctive situntion or tho mentality of the workers? And I belicve that
this question rust be put bofore cv. ry comrade who s2ys thot this pro-
gran is not it for the Ancrican situation, This progrom is o scicntifio
prograxne It is bascd on an objeetive antlysis of tl.c objuctive situation.
It conmot be understood by the workers as a wholc, Tt 1ould bo very good
if the vonguard would wderstand it in the next pcriod and that they
would then turn and say to tho workers, "You must save yoursclves fron
foscisn,"

ihat do we understand by objcetive situntion? Here we nust angl-
vze the objeetive conditions for a social rovolutior. Theso conditions arc
givon'in the works of MarseEr, cls and ramin in their cssonec unchanged
todaye. First, Marx onc tine gMid that no'onc socicty leaves its plac.
wtil it totally cxhiousts its possibilitics, What docs -tLis signify? That
wo eannot clininate a socicty by sutjoetive will that wo canrot orgnnize
an insurroction like tho Blanquists. WMot ‘do "possibilitics™ signify?
That a "socioty cannot lenvo?® So long as socioty is capable of dovelope
ing thc productive forcos and make the nation richer it rommins strong,
stablo, That vas the condition with slave socicty, with feudal, and vith
capitalist socicty, Here we ocorc to a very interesting point which I
anclyzed proviously in my introduction to the Corrunist Manifesto, Marx
and Engels wnited for a revolution during their lifetinc, Bspeeially in
the yoors 1848-1850 did thoy expoct o social revolution, Why? They said
that the ecapitalist syster based on private profit had becore o brake upon
the develomriont of +he pro@uctive forcew, Was this corrcct? Yos and no,
It was oorrocet in the screc that if the workers had boon capablce of
novting tho neods of +he 19th ‘contury and scizing powor the develomront of
tho productive foreos would have boon norc rapid and tho nation riclicr,
But givon that the workors woro not capable, tho capitalis® systqgn ro-
meined with its orisi#, ctce Yot the gonoral lino ascended, The last wmr
(1914-1918) WoS o rosult of the fret that thoe world market beeare 00 nore
row for the dovelopmont of the productive forcos and oach nation tricd to'
repulso all the othors and to solzo tho world market fer its owm PUrpoOSOS .
Thoy.could not succued and now we sco that capitalist socicty onters into
o now stngce Many say it wms o rosult of the war, but the war wns o rosult
of the faect that tho socicty cxhausted its possibilitics, The war was only
an cxprossion of its inability to further cxpende We have after the vmr
the historic eorisis beconing dooper and deocper, Capitolist dovelopnient ove
crywhere wos prosperity and érisis but tho sumntion of +he eriscs and
prospority was au asecndancy, Beginning with tho war we sce the cyeles of
crisis and prosperity forning a declining line, It significs now that
this socioty exhaustoed totally its inner possibilitics and rnust bo replacoed
by a:now socioty or the old socioty will go into barbarisn Just as the
civilization of Grocecc and Rome beeause they had cxhausted their possibile
itics and no class could rcplace then,

That is the question now and ospcoially in tho United States,
The first requisite now for a now socicty is that the productive forcecs

(3
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mEt be suffisiently developed in order ts give birth to a'higher, Are
the produstive foroes sufficicntly developed for this? Yes, they woere
develcped sufficiently in the 19tk century ~s not as well as now but sufe
ficiently., Low espeoially in the United States it would be very easy for
some good statistician to prove that if the American preduetive foroes
were unleashed thnat even now “oday they could be dcubled or tripled, I
believe that our ocoemrades should make such stotistical survey,

]

The scoond condition -~ thers must be & new progrossive class
which is sufficiontly num™erous and economically influential in order te
inpose its will upou socioty., This class 4s the proletariat, It must be
the majority of the nation or muet have the possibility to lead the major-
ity. In England the working class is thc absolute mjority, In Russia it
RS a minority but it had the possibility to lead tho poor peasants, In
United Statcs it is ableéast half of tlie population but it has tho pcssibil~
ity to lead the farmers,

The third condition is the subjective faotor., This class musct
undorstand its position in socioty and have its own organizations. That
1s the condition which is now lacking from the historic point of view,
Socially it is not only possible but an absolute neocssity in the senso
that it is eithor soocialism or barbarisms That is the histerical altore
mtiv@.

Wo montioned in the disoussion that Mro Hague is not some stu-
rid old min who imagines some medieval systom oxists in his town. Ho is
an advance scout of the Amorioan capitalist class, '

Jack London wrote a book, Theo Iron HNeel., I rocormend it now, It
vas writton in 1907, At that time it seomed a terrible droam but now it
is ebsoluto reality, He gives the development of theo olass struggle in the
United Statos with tho oapitalist olass retaining power throuch terrible
repressions, It is the picture of the fascism, The ideology he givos ovon
cerresponds with Hitlor, It is vory intercsting,

In Newark the Mayor togins to imitate Hague and they are all
inspired by Haguc and by the hig bosses, It is absolutely oortain that
Rooscvelt will observe that now in the orisis ke can do nothing with dome
ocratic moans, He is not a fasoist as tho Stalinists claimed in 1932,

But his initiative will be paralyzed, What can he do? The workers arc dige
satisfied, Tho big bossos arc dissatisfied, Ho can only mancuvor until

the end of his torm and then say goodbyc, A third term for Roosovelt is
absolutely oxcluded, .

The imitation of th¢ Newnrk mayor has <remendous importanco. In
two or thrce yoars you oan have b powerful fasoist movement of Amorican
character, What is Haguo? He has nothing to do with Mussolini or Hitler,
but ho is on American faseist, Why is ho arouscd? Becausc the society can

no longer "bo run on domooratioc meons,

It would be of course impermissible to fall into a hystoria, Tho
danger of the working class being out~run by cvents is indisputable, but
Wo can combat this danger only by onergotic systematic dovelopmont of our
ovm activity under adequato revolutionary slogans and not by fantastic
efforts to spring over our ovm heads.

Democracy is only the rule of big bosses, We must well under=-
stand what Lundberg showed in his book, that 60 familics govern tho United
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States, But how? By de..ocratic weans v watil todar, They are a2 swmell min-
ority surrounded by ridclc clrsscs, po'br boirsiorsic, workers, They must
have the possibility of interestine the middle claseoe in this Saeiety,
They must hot be desporates The sore holds Srus £91 kre workers, At the
least for the higher strata. If theoy are opoesed they can broak‘the yevo~
lutionary possibilities of tic lowor strata and tiuis is “he Caly way of
working demooracy,

The democratic rogime is thn most aristocratic wor of ruling.
It i3 possible only to a rich nation, Every British democra® hos ¢ or
10 slaves working ir the colcnics. The antique CGreck soclety wmr o slave
democracys Thé same in a corvain sorse os» be scld tedoy of Briticsh democ-
racy, Holland, France, Bolgium, The Unitod S*ases love ae direct colonies
but they havo Letin Anerica and the whole world is a so-t of coleny fer
the United States, not to speak about appropriating the richcst c.nsirent
and developing without a feudal tradition, It is o historiealiy privileged
nation but the privileged capitalist nations differ from 4.c 1ost “pariah®
capitalist nations only from the point of view of delay, Itoly the poorost
of the great capitalist nations became tihe first fasciss, Germany becanme
the second because Germany hes no colonies or rich subsidiary countrices
and on this poor base exhausted all thc possibilitios and tho workers
oould not replace the bourgooisic, Now it is tho “urn of 4lc Urited Stabtes
cven before Great Britain or France, The duty of our party is to seizc
every Amcrioan worker and shake him ten times so ho will wnderstrnd what
the situation is in the Unitod States, That it is not a conjurctural orisis
‘but a social orisis. Our party eon plav a vory great rolee What is diffie
cult for a young party in a very thiock atmosphere of provious traditions,
hypocrisy, is %o lawach & revolutionary slogan, "It is fantastic," "ot
adequate in Amorica,” but it is possible thut this will change by the
time you launch the revolutionnry slogans of our program. Somebody will
laughs But revolutionary courage is uot only to be shot but to support the
laughter of stupid peoplc whko are in the majoritys But when onc of thon
is boaten by Inguots goang he will think it is good to have o defoensc comm
mittoe and his ironic attitude will chango,

Questions Isn{t the idcology of the workers o part of the objective frotors?

Crux: TFor us as a smell minority this whole thing is objective, including
the mood of the workors, But we must analyge and classify thosc cloments of
tiie objeetive situation which can bo changed by our paper and thosc whieh
cannot be changed, That is why we say that the program is adepted to the
fundanental steble clements of the objeotive situction and +he tosk is +o
adapt the nmentality of tho mnsses toft@oso objoctive factors. To adept tic
mortelity is a podagogical task, Wo must be pationt, cte. The crisis of
sccicty is given as the baso of our activity. The nentality is the polite
ical arcna of our activity. Ve must change ite Ve must give a sciontifio
cxplanation of socicty, and cloarly explain it 4o the mossos. That is the
difforeneo betwoon *arxism and roformism,

The relormis®ts have a good sm®ll for vhat the audionce wants e-
as Norman Thomns -- ho gives them that, Bub “hat is not scrious revolus
tionary activity. We must Lhave the courago to bo wmpopular, to say "vou
are fools, " "you arc sturid," "thoy betruy you," and cvery once in a while
with a roa ndal launch our ideas with passion, It is ncecssary to shake
the wworler from time to time, to explain, and then shrke him again -~
that oll oelorgs to the art of propoganda, But it must be scientifie, not
bent 1 the moods of the mosscs, We are tho most roalistio pooplo haocauso
we rockon with facts which cannot be chonged by the aloqguenoe of Hormon
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Thomas, If we win immediate succgss v swim with tho- curront »f the masses
and that current is the revolution,

Question: Sometimes I think *“hat owr ovm lenders dontt feol thesc problems,
kot atte , [

Crux: Possibly it is two things, One is +o understand, the othor fcel it
with musecles, fibers, It is dccossary now to bo penctratod by this undore
standing that wo must chanpe our polities. It is a gquestion not only for
the masses but for the party, It is a question not only for the party
but also for tke loaders, We had some discussicns, somc differcnces. It
is impossitlc to comc to tho position at the samc timc,. There arc alimys
frictionss Thoy arc inevitable and oven necessary. It vas the rcason for
this progrom, to provoke this discussion

Question: How much timc should wo allow fer this disocussion among the
Tcaders?t

Crux: It is vory diffioult ta say. It will dopend on many factors, Wo cane
not allow too groat deal of timo, We must now aocomplish this now oricntation,
It is o ncw and an old.. It is based on all past activity but now it opens

o now choptere In spite of crrors, frictions, and fights, now a now chapter
opens and we rust mobilize all our Zorces upon it in noro cnorgetio attitude,
Yhat is important, vion the program is dofinitcly cstablished, is to know

the slopans vory well and to mancuver thom 8killfully so that in cvory

pert of the country overyone uses tho saic slogans at the same tinme, 3,000
can make the improssion of 15,000 or 50,000,

Quostion: Comrades may agreco abstrectly te this program but do we have
expericncod comrades to onrry out slogans in the masscs? Thoy agrcc abe
stractly but what oan I do with tHe baclward workers in my union?

Crux: Our party is a party of tho Ancricen working classe You rmust ro=
mombor that a powerful prolotarian movauont not to speak of a powerful
prolctarian rovolution has not ocourred in the United Statos, In 1917 we
didn't have the possibility to win without 1905, ¥y generation was vory
youg, During 12 yoars wo had a vory good chenec to undorstand our defents
and corroct thom and to wine But oven then wo lost again o the now bLurcau~
oratse Thot is why we cannot sce whother our party will dircctly load the
Anerican working elass to victorye It is possiblo that tho Amorican workers,
who arc patriotiec, whosc standard of living is ‘oo high will have rcbellions,
strikcse On onc side Haguc, tho other Lowis, That oan last for a lowig poriod,
years and yoars, and during this timc our people will steel thonsclves, bo-
oonc moro surc of themsclves, and the workors will say, "They arc the only
poople capable of scoing the path M Only war producés smr herocss For tho
begianing wo have exoocllont cluments, vory good men, soriously cduccted, o
good staff, and not a small staff, In this rore general sense T ooam totally
optimistice Then I boliove that the change in the nmortality of the Amorican -
workers rill come at very speedy rhythm. What 1o do? Everybedy is disquicted,
looking for semcthivg now, It is very fovorable for rovolutionary propagandae

We must romomber not only the aristoerntic clcments but tlic poore
cst clomentss The eultiveted Aucriean workcrs have o plus and a uinus such
as English sports, It is very good but also a doviee to demoralize the
workcrs, All the revolutionnry cnergy was cxpended in sportse It 1ms oule
tivated by the British, the most intclligont of the capitalist nations.
Sports should be ir the hands of the trado unions as part of the rovolu-
tionary cducation. But you have & good paxt of tho youth and wonen whe aro
not rish cnough for thesc things, Wo must huvo tantaelas . to peactrato



cverywhore into the deoopest strata,

Question: I think the party has made great advanco sincc the last oonvene
tion,

Cruxt A very important turr has boon accoriplisheds Now it is neocssary
To give this weapon o concentrated astion, General dispersed cgitation
deosn!t ponetraté into the mirds of the wicducoted, Bub if you repeat

tho sanc slogans, adapting thom to %ho situntion, then rupetition thich
is the nothor of teaching vwill aot likovdisc in politics, Very oilton it
aappons rot only with the intelleetual bubt with o worker whot he beliovoes
that ovorybody tnderstands what o has learncds It is noceossary to repent
with insistonec, to repeat overy day and cveryvherecs Thot is the task of
the draft program =- to issuc a honogorous irprossion,

.
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"PCR LN EFFCCTIVE Sal7,Pe"

In his artiole "For a Revolutionary Sooialist Party" Glen Trime
ble attemps to prove on 12 pages of the Disoussion Bulletin No., 2 that
James Burnham has oharged his pesiticn on the Laboy party. The oclaim is
thet in 1936 Comrade Buriham was opposed to tlie entry of the Scoialist
Party into a Labor party, but that in 1938 he advooates such an entry for
the Socialist Workers Perty, ond not only an entry into a speocified Labor
party, but "inte any and all Labor or quasi-Labor parties which have a
mess following", Yet this claim is totally false because Comrade Burnham
clearly states in his 1938 article in the "New Intermational® that "The
liguidation of the revolutionary orpanization into this reformist movement
1s clearly excluded™, This position is identiocal with the 1936 article
in the "Socialist Appeal", It is evident ha® Comrade Trimble missed a
very significant point, nomely that the 1936 articlc did not tale a prine
cipal but a tactical position on the question of the Labor party and that
the article in the "Socialist Appeal™ was written at the timo of the en-
suing "prosperity", when any attempt to build a Labor party would undoubt-
edly put the controls over such a movement squareély inte the hand of re-
actionary burcaucrats and political adventurists, The Burnham artiole of
1935 is entirely devoild of any stiff formalistic approach to thc problem
- becauvse it clearly states that ",,,tactios such as "eritical support"” or
- even affiliation arc not excluded and sometimes neoessarye.,.", and in

. “both 1956 and 1938 articles it is statod that under certmin oirowisbtanoes

it is necessary "to go through this emperience" with the workers in order
to speed up the formation of their class consciousness, Thus so far as both
articles are oconcerned tio assortions of Glen Trimble do not hold water,
However the change in the tactical approach to the problem of the Lahor
perty took placc not within the 1938 article by James Burnham, but in the
PeCo majority resolution on the Iabor party, and it is against this reso-
lution the heavy artillery of the Trimble article should havo been diroctod,
And yet even in this casc tho accusation that the "Socialist VWorkcrs Party"
is entcring any,and all Lsbor and quasi-Labor parties would still be false,
So against what %he article by G. Trimblo roelly dirceted §

Sinply agninst the fact that tho majority rosolution of the P,C, refuses

to approach the quostion of our reletionship to the movement for tho forma-
tion of an independent working class party in a stiff ompirienl mamcr,

o one can preve that it ewer wes wilth us o principal quostion how we ro-
lated oursclves to the movement for the Labor party. The fact is that the
aspeots of the principal approach 4o this question arc ombodiod not in

tho archives of the old issucs of the party press, but in the ebjcetivo
rovolutionary situntion 4f such bocomes a fact, a realitye The majority
resolution of tho P.C, simply *ekes into accoumt 1) the gravity ol the
sooinl orisis, 2) the disparity botweon ¢his orisis and of tho political
developmont of tho Americen working class, 3) the accelerating spoad with
which tho decisive cluss battles arc coming, and in conformity with all
this the revolutionary duty of the S.W.P. to prevent the vietory of foscism
by wresting thc movement for an indopcndent working class party from the
domination of the opportunists and the burcsucrats, The movement for the
Lobor party is a proccss and no% o mouwdded and eoolcd off ontity. "If the
latter were the ease tho problem could be met also with rcedy made, mould-
ed and cooled off fermulrs, It is not enough to raisc the bownncr of tho
Fourth International to the height of an obscrvotion balloon and o give
signals from such heisht to the struggling workers who arc looking for tho
way oute The majority rosolution is flowing out of tho 1938 article of
Crurade Burnlinm bocausc this article recognizes tho progressive charanctor
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of the movement for an indépendent working class party so far as the vorke
¢rs arc coneornad in counterdist®tion to the ruactionary character of the
burcaucrats in this movemint, And T showed bove *+hat thoro is no gulf bo-
twoon the 1936 and 1938 articles cither, T4is preciscly herc that the
accusations of tho unprineipled mncuvcerism ard entircly unfounded, Core
rade Trimble socs only onc reason why the Article of 193C wms written,
that is tho woakncss of the Socialist Partye Transplanting this weakncss
to the S,W.P. Comrade Trirble insists that any departurc from the thon
position is.a rctrcat to the position of Gus Tyler, Porhaps Gus Tyler
will say: "I told you so}" Porhaps G, Trirble is afraid oxcot v of this,
£nd yet Gus Tylor will be totally vronge e will be totally wrong beesuso
it is precoiscly the burcauefats in the Labor partr vho cun always tell
Gus Tylers: "I told you so", tub whilc Gus Tylers and the bursaucrats
have their reooords wo huve our rocords too, Tho differenee is preeiscly in
theire and ours willingness to show thesc reoords to the masscs of worke
ers and ask thom to cxamine thom,

Comrade Trimble trics to osecapc from the reality of thc movement
for the independent working olass party bty making o oaricaturc of it
vhen he Pofors to the inoidont in Torrancc, Calif, Come Trimblc who so
arply quoted Come Trotsky on the quostion of mancuvers, though this vms
& song from onother opera, would do well if he would romembor that Lonin
in hig "Leftism, infantilo dimsorder of Commiunism" says that we got to
take workers as they arc, as whet the capitalist systom maltos thom to boe
Faturally, if the workers in Torramoc, Calif, would hav. thc samc cduca~-
tion as Com., Trimble hasyporhaps they would not be so cmpirical in this
particular oasce But to sercen the social significenoc of the happenings
in Torrancc by ridioculing ityis not scrious, to say the lecast,

The minority rcsolution has the some appronoh to tho question
of the Labor party as CGler Primble’se The diffcronoc is that they dircoet
their arguments in the proper dircetion cid do not give any wny out, as
the rosolution in a way roocognizoes itsclf, that 4t states that in the
tradoe unions "wo froc great or cven overvholming labor party sontimont,”
These ere the advertages which it has over the Glen Trirble article whioh
gives its "altornatives™s revolutionary parliarmcntarism. This sort of a
panacoa is the worst what we could oxpset from those comrades whom e in
our timc had won ovor from the opportunist position of Gus Tylere I focl
surc that this kind of appronch is not o roproscntative onc. The problem
is much morc scrious, rocuiros a morc sorious approoh thon is in gone
cral shown in Glon Trimblot!s article and in the tonc of ite It iz nob
o personal questions It is cmough to ramcaber +he oprosition the tactios
of the united front ret with ~Athin th: ranls of tho partics of the
Third Interrationnl. The expsricice proved thie correctioss of this taotic,
Great strumgles arc ahaad of us, end in the scnse s3ill greator respone-
sibility then it wos the cace in 1921i. Let us put things ir thelr proper
proportions and thereby te betier able to perform the tesks which are
aliead of us. C

L, Kogan
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FOR A LABOR PARTY, BUT......

There can be no greater disservice done e good cause than to
present a poor arguzcnt for it. To ile exient thet it hes done so, the
Kational Committes Ksscluticn on th» Labor Party is resroncibtle for tho
bewilderment snd confte:on vhich hav: fallen ucon the Ferty, for the size
of thc ouposition to its propesal, =nd renerally for a’cempaign th: major
characterisclc of which is o practicolly complste abeence of eny cduca-
tional velue for the membeyship,

'Thus, snd in a distortsd sense, the opposition, though arriv-
ing at & false conclusisn, haa nonetheléss & progrseecive characvsr, for
it reflscte opposition not go musk to the idea of & Leber Party, es to
the argumcnte adducsd for i4. It ie necessary 1o state quite op2nly that
thoes srguments ar. born of fear and shoi through with opportuniem.

that, for instance, is ths wzaning of the phrese: "At the time
of our national convention we took insufficient mecounty of tie now develop-
ments in the labor movement, sepecialiy in thair political asrscte?’ Tt
moane by cleer implicetion Lnay we derive e politicul line not bty thes needs
" of the macses resulting rrow a given stapa in the develormsat of capitalist
socicty, but rathar do we draw thit line froz the "develouments in the
labor movem:nt!" Th.re can b. no more missrably tail-sndiat position for
the P¢rty which has alwuye proclaimsd itsclf to be the VAXGUARD of the
working claes. The mesece sre proverbieslly slow to reflect orgaenizaetionally
the necd of the hour. When the vanguard hee to weiv for new orgenizational
developments of the maesses Lsfors it can give ite own membership o poei-
tion, it thereby ceasces to be & vangusrd. :

Fundamoentally, no eudden and grave changes huve occurred in world
economy since ths convention. Zven if we wish to come down Lo ihs ar gu-
mont of the National Comnittee, no great new movemsnt for the Labor Party
hes coms fortn. Indcesd, soms who wars its most ardent supporters only
yesterday have grown very cool to the idsw.

If then on the basis ot an anclyeis of the sasme condiiions we
arrive firet at one conclusion (against the Labor Party) and then to its
very opposite, it is evidunt that ws wore wrong at least one of thoses
times. It is the slementary duty of the leadership to unesrth tho vary
roots of the error, cxplaining it pstiently to ths mombsrehip, eo that
the Party might learn from its mistakes.

ok MR Kok ok kKA Mok Ak AR

American capitalism hae tha peculiarity of being the last of
the major sections of world capitalism to errive on the sczne, und is
further distinguished by the fact that it found previously undreamcd-of -
cepacities of production latent in.its rosourcss and in the very fact of
being developsd late. ' :

This fact, coupled with America's vast sxpanee end the frontier
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on one Bide, end with tha fiverish intensity of industrial sxpansion on
the other, tended to dull and to obliterate tho clase roletionshipe and
antagonieme inhcerent in itself. The itreditional American philoegophy of
rugeed individualism is based exectly on the fuct that for long ywure, in-
decd, well into th: preesnt century, America wae ths claesic "land of op-
portunity,” where a worksr need not romain such, nnd therefors naed not
heve a worker's idcology. BEvery immigrant, end even more, eviry nativse
Amesrican was teught thet he could clicb from the workers' into the
capitalist clese, and c¢very echooluoy wae sure that with the propor
amount of diligencsz and induetry he stood a good chance of becoming
Presidsnt.

Indead the worker had only to look around and he would se2 any
nunber of "eelf-made" pereonc, who had come, or whose parente had come
to Awcrica ase poor immigrants., This wes particularly true in the field
of industrial capital. If it ise true that Morgen inhsritad s good part
of his financial holdinge, it is likswise true that Ford w s onca a2 bicycle
machanic and Knudecn (G. M.) waos an immigrant boy,

A®s a result of these conditions and of this idsology the Amcri-
can working claes orgenized itsclf - to ths extent that it orgenized it-
"8elf at all - into respectable craft unions of the AFL type, which sel-
dor came into hcad-on collision with the employers and which could e¢xist
on & class-colleborationist basis bascause Axsrican capitaliem found
enough in its resources to be abls to efford n eeriss of concessions
to thc workers, and zspscially to their upper strata,

It wae as the result of a mejor crisis in world economy and
elso &8s & result of its repercussions in Amcrics thet e new movement
dsveloped (the IWW), and that movement disd, ae insvitably it must, anong
other rcasons becuusc of the very temporary charscter of that crieis which
culminated in the world war, and bscause American cupitaliem, having won
the war cven before it intervensd, wee oble to expend eome mors and thue
10 recuperats,

This background, th: almost appalling enormity of meterial ond
tochnical resources of which American cepital diepoese, wee nsccescrily
reflected sven in thu conscious claese politicel movszent of th: prolasierict.
In 1t arc to be found the roous of Lovaetone's theory of exeeptionalisn,

In it the reeson for the statemsnt thet our own movemsont somstiuss meds
end somctimee implicd that it is not excluded thet american capitalisz
may yet find enough resources to postpons for a rather prolongsd time

a directly ravolutionary crisis,

We looked for such crises to occur primarily in Europe and in
Asia, '

The parspectivs of an even temporary stabilization of capitulisx
on Americen soil after the revages of ths first Depression wes false,
The tactic thet folilowed end flowed froz thut perspective, to build the
revolutionery party by slow zand eystematie work in the trsdo unions, on
the economic field, is thersfore not sufticicnt.

For, right on the hesle of th: firet ravaging dgpre asion, Ausriaca
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capital = cven shcad of the reet of th: world - is hit by s new onc, Or¢
devaetating then the first on. in scop- ané inteneity. Now technicesl
dovelopmonts are throwing ndded thoueands ¢f vorkars cut cl worig; ubs
mechine-load of the worker is incronsad witn Lhs eams Gisae-rue resulis.
Govornmentul "puzp-pricing" f=ile an the fpusp” talle aport. alrsady sore
zunicipalities are pengrupt or on tas verge of benkruptcy ene connot care
for thair unemployced, with reculient brexu riots (Clsveland).

and under thuec conoitiocne Heguelsz, belng herstofcre only «
cose of reoctionary locel bose-—politics, is +raneformed intdy = laboratery
experimont end forerumner ¢f Axerican Fascisz,

Undor thoe: conditions the trade unione ar: powerless st inetru-
sa:nte of aconomic preesurs in the hende df the werkere. Thez phenoucnal
cerly growth of the CIO; ite almoet wunchucked series of originsl sUCCGELCS
it at an end. Lowis himsclf etetod publiely thet the CIO wus irying to
organizs a8 meny unione a8 poesible "befors the next cepreseion hits the
labor movement," ;

The eonditions which obtsincd in the ege of the rise of ccrican
copitaliem provented the developmant end the growth of a large social-
democratic movement., That eama capitalis, telcscoping into sech other
tho various stages of its own declins and dacay, forces th: workers to
scck a politicel sslution to their cconomic probleus. Zven thig wes fore-
sgen by the lcading elsments of the CIO, who built LNPL es that instru-
mentality which at the opportunc tims would proclaim iteelf the political
organizaticn of labor, end which, under th: burcaucratie dominstion of
the CIO leaders would crystallize into a prop of capitalisu,

Secing the whols problew under tnls light, and in view of the
fact thet thc Acerican working elass 25 & olase will be forced by tho rapid
decey of capitalism to go through a Lebor Party period, it is abeolutsly
izperstivs that the rovolutisnists b on the ground floor of the new poli-
tical orgenization of labor, The couing of the workers on the political
arena in a pericd of rapid capitaiiel decline has an inherently revolu-
tionary character. The revolutioncry Marxiete iust b there and in es
prominent o poeiticn &s possible to prsvent as long ae possible the bureau-
eratic crystallizetion and oesificavion of the Lebor Party, to give ex-
pression to ths rcvelutionery espiretions of the mesees, and 10 become
the pclarizing foree for s nsw, widsr rcvolutionary vanguard. '

It is preciscly in this task thot the transitional progres will
serve the Marxists in grod stead. For, the transitionsl prograzm, repre-
senting the ircediste noede nd demands of the mesecs, and being thercfore
sasily acceptablas to large layers >f thez will fores since the very begin-
ning & politiesl differentiation within the ranks of the Lsbor Party, e
differentiation which will lead the mores advunecd workers to its full
revolutionary implications.

The Lebor Party, although not yet built, already hes in store
an internal crisie which springs noturelly froz the c-ntrsdiction bstween
the bursaucratic clees-collaborationist leacership on the one hend, and
ths revolutionary needs of the mssesze on the other,
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It ie to the extent that they will be present and that they will
have helped build the Purty thet ths Marxiets will benefit by the crisis,
It is to the extent thet the traneitisnel prograc will have found sn c¢cho
in the nasses through our work that the program will prove to be en explo=
sive force in the runke of the Lebor Party.

Time pressce. If our foracest of an impending pre-revolutionary
situztion in the U. 8. is corrset, it ie our task to speced the ineviteble
formation of a Lebor Party, the sooncr to provoke its demise.

F. M. Giordano
July 10, 1938.
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OUR PERGPECTIVES #ND TaT NIW LINE
I, TRANSITIONAL LEMANDS AND LA3CR PARTY.

The most eager opponents of the néw line have unfortunatoly chosen
to ignore the treansitional demands thesis, Yet it is only the lather that
can explain and in part justify the labor party thesis.,

The transitionnl demands thesis implies that America is in & pre=-
revolutionary situation: One raises transitional demnnds only at.such a
times To be sure, the thesis gives no serious analysis of American society
or the prospeots of Amcrican eapitalism; it even shics away from a clear
statement ®hat America is in a pra-rovolutiorary situstions, Bub this meoree
ly brands 4% as both inadequate and dishoroest: it commits the party to a
line whioch it peither evows nor justifies,

If a labor party erises in a period of rovolutionary crisis, it
will be unable bo play tradifienal reformist politioes. It will of nec-
essity be tae arenma within whieh the warious pcliticsl tendencies of the
labor novoment will compete amd struggle, Tho revolutionists, by press-
ing forward 4deir transitiom} demands -~ demande which corrcspond to the
requirements ®f the situation - will win over broader and broader gtrcta
of workers, 'until they arc roady for the seizure of power, Granting only
tho premise, the pre-rcvolutionary situation, the rest follows. After
the soigure of power, few porsoms will intercst thomselves in the Labor
Party thesis, The historian of the movement will be more apt to describo
errors ocontainod theroin as breachcs of rovolutionary etiquetto than as
violations of principle, The formort of rovolution is the great solvent
of formalism,

It 4s elsar that an'opposition in prineiplc to the Labor Party
linc must o based upon opposition to tho transitiomnl demands thosis:
oppositiop Wot to its dotails {workors! militie and shop councils are
wholly cégyoct alogans) but to $ts implicationg. That thosis is tho
root of the new linoe Its acceptance pavos the way for inmumersble ruine
ous policies, of which the Laber Party slogan is but one.

II, PROSPECTS OF AIFRICAN CAPTTALISH

The thesis on transitionnl demands stressos cortaln cconomic
facts os boing of great significhnooc, Certnin it is that American (and
world) capitalism is deelininge But onc canngt deduce from this fhat
nlone the impossibilify of stobilization for considerablo poriods of
timoe Sincc thoe World Wer revolutionists have boen prowving the inevitnbile
ity of British dsoay. The depruseion of 1929 appearcd to signify an ime
minont British collapsce Yet Britoin suffered o milder dopression than
any other industrial nmation, and hor rocovory wos 8o extensivo that in
1937 tho rato of profit rocchod 10% and production wos at an'alletimo highe '
Such a phonomonon suggests oambion in issuing death warrants, At all cvonts,
the light hoarted predictions of Amcrican dcoline showld wait upon a more
thorough-going annlysis of American capitalism than has yot been made by
any momber of the nationzl cormittec,

Mueh hos beer mnde of the repid rate of deolinc - an evont of a
purcly accidontal character, duc to suddon owrtailment of foderal oxpon=-
dituro, Tho rapidity of the doo6linc is cortainly ro morc significant
thon its slowing upe The indiees have for some Hime fluctusted vithin a
relativaly norrow wono, The Timne-businons Sxdok rooordn: a drovp-af. . thirey
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points during the last four months of 1937, But tihe first six months of
1938 have netted a further drop o® less than three points, Unfortunately
there was no roan for this fact in the thesis,

The nost important factor in determining the immediatc econorio
and political development of #he United States is federal spending,
4 healthy capitalism overcemes the dispnrity between comrodity produc-
tion and consuming power by new capital invesimeat, Durirng 193& to 19237
federal spending attempted, with partial sucoess, to substitute for capital
investments Government spending cannot solve the protlems of cepitalisia,
but, as the Iiew Deal and World War have shovm, it can tomporarily muintain
profits cnd cushion unemployment.,

Judging on the basis of the Inglish experience, ond the long contine
ued low interest rate on troasury bonds (ten yoar money is quoted at two
percent, twenty year moncy at two and a half) the Amcrican govermment re-
tains o borrowing power of fifty to scventy~five billious, During the past
yoor cbout a tillion and e half of that was consumed by the Hew Deal, ‘he
depression has forced next year's ostimanted deficit to four billion. But
ever at a much higher level of sponding, Amcriocan oapitalism has a number
of ycars of life akead of it, provided wnr doos not intervone,

In the past various economic groups have competed for a sharc of
the federal deficit speading. In the futuro these conteonders will tend
more &nd morc o narrow down to two groups: the war machine (and its allied
copitelists) and the working class, Hore we striko the root of American
roefornism.

For yoears we contended that declining capitnlism could grant the
workers ro oconcessions, We hove beenm proven wrong. Concessions can be
gronted so long os the bourgeoisi@ retaing either profits or borrowing
powore Tho unemployod worker, vwho six years ngo relied upon a handout at
the Selvotion Army soup kitchen, and who todey reecivos $6 wookly on
home relief - this worker is well amerc of thot facte It is preciscly bo=
onusc he is getting six dollars that he sces the possibility of twelvo.

It is not the deprossion that is driving the workers toward o labor porty;
it is federal largessce We aro witnessing tho dovelopnent of roformisn

in the Tnited Stotes not beeausce the situation is revolutionory or the
masscs taclamrde We orc wwitnessing such a devolopmont beeausc the matorial
basis of reformism has not yot ocen destroyeds 01d age pensions, slum
¢loarcenee, publio power projeccts = theso things are st?1l realizable undor
a doclining capitanlism, It is through the labor porty thet the worker
places his ordcr for thom,

ITI, THREE VIZWS AYD A THESIS

Granted tho promiscs, the labor party linc is not wrong in prine
ciplce But that does not moon that it flows inoxorsbly from the promiscs.
Droper ond other comrades vwill douwbtlose marshall the innumerable sachie
cal arguments agoinst ite I will morcly mention cortein significant divore-
geness among the propoucnts of the thosis.

The labor party +hesis, intorestingly cnough, is clmost devoid of
motivation. Onc cen cxeuse the absonce of a bluc~print, but not of an ine
dicated goals Vo arc to apitote for o lebor ne.rtye Witk vhoat counscguoncos?
Do wo hopo thercby 40 aid im the croation of a labor marty? Do we wish
to scparatc ranks from locdors? Do wn mervly wish %o provent the foymntion




of a third capltalist coalitior rarty? e camot alvmys ke responeibl 1y
for vvents, but we must talc responsibility for our purposes,

Comrede Me Kirncy has declared (before the “hsh. I'ts. braonch)
that he has ro intention of alding thc construction of a labor party.
Our agitation for it is designed to herd off such o developmenta He
expressed the fervent hope thet thoro would hovor bo a labor party
in Ancrica,

Comrade Carmon has declared +he’ we nced the labor party for o
ficld of operations We raisc the slogan because the mossoes ear Lo lod
to independont political cction oulr through a lebor party,

Comradc Crux is rolatively indifforcat to +ho suntimonts of tho
mnescs for such a partys .The objective situation oalls for it,

These throe individunls suprort tho same thesiss Doubtless other
leaders will have thoir own interpretationse It will be rocalled thet
sonc months ago the leadorship confosscd +o divergoenees in the Netional
Cormittec, It thus scoms likely that the absunoc of mosivetion in tho
thesis is tho rosult not of acoident but of designe Wo arc confronted with
an agrooment o agroc,

An important tacticnl aqustion: granting the transitioral demands
thesis, of vhot value is a labor rarty? If the gituction is ripo for
thom, the transitional d.mands con be reised in the tradoe unions and
shop committees, Why is i+ nocessary to dunand that tho unions affilinte
to Laborst Non=Partisan Leaguc before we oan enll for o workers! militia®
In arny casc we will find oursclves confronting the samo workers ond the
same burcaucracy. Since we arc to reeruit workors or tho basis of our
transitional demarnds and not on the basis of our labor party linec, the
latter would appeoar to involve a wholly unnccessary marnocvors

IVe PERSPECTIVES OF OUR MOVEILENT

The tronsitionnl domands thesis appoars +o have sohicved on une
oriticnl nccouptanc: by tho pariy mombership. This is quite undorstandablcs
it looks Bolshevik ond siolls of barricades. But somchow the optimistic
picturc which it paints has found no roflootion in the mood of the party,
For the izood of the party roflceets our real situation, not our cseapist
fantasiess Neither on r nationnl nor on internationel planc is thore
any cause for optimism concornirg the irmodiate futurc of our riovenientas
In France alonc is thore eny chonce of aveorting world war by raovolution.
And the Fronch situntion grows daily less favorablo, A rcolistie rcoricne
tation of our party must fake as its starting point the virtual corteinty
of wor vwithin a fow yoors,

Antiewnr agitation must be tho koynotec of our cetivity, And the
lobor porty movement, together with the unions, will provide the boest
ficld for our opecrations, This ncod not comiit us in any vy to advocacy
of & labor party, which irould incevitnbley be refornist - ranks as well
as lcadors = for years 4o coro, Hoppily, history is sparing us o dcboto
on whothor or not to work within the labor party groups: iiorcasing nume-
bers of our munbors arc finding themsclvos inside by roason of wnion afe
filintion,

Unfortunatoly tho Unitod States has on oxccllent chance of winning



e

the next war, But win or lose, the country will take a giant stride on
the road to revolution, The plunder of even a highly successful war must
inevitably be trivial when contrasted with the dissipation of natioual
resources involved. The materiel basis of reformism will be greatly
narrowed, if not destroyed. And the Stalinist will no longer be our
rivals for the support of militant workors: they will be genuine rivals
only of the fascists,

Our Amorican party, despite its numorous defects, has the tough~
ness necessary to survive an imperialis% ware And that is the most
promising sign for the future,

Victor Fox
July 15, 1938
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YINORITY RESOLUTION OF TLE LABCR IARTY -
IIal Draper

(Following is the elaborated draft of the ninecrity resolution which is
presented for the voteo in the party referendunm, )

1, The problem of the labor party is a problem of our strategy
and taotics in the period of capitalis® declire, and moro speeifically,
in the present period of +he deat} agony of international capitulism
and the ohronic social orisis of Americen capitalism, e wust sclve the
scries of questions that arise irith resard to (1) the objective signifi-
cence of labor parties in +his prriod; (2) the implem2nting of our Transi-
tional Program so as to male it o rcal force in the ‘upsurge of the Amorican
workers and in order to steer thcir development into révolutionary channels;
and (3) the working out of pesitive tactics in reaching and influencing
in our direction the scetions of the working: class which are breaking away
from their old-party ties and groping for independent class action,

The Perspective of the Labor Party Movement

2, The leadership of the LNPL movemoat is at present intent upon
continuing its present coursc of talling the old capitalist parties wm=
1e6s the 0ld policy of "rewarding friends and punishing enemies" in new,
organized, forme, It is not excluded thnt they will continue to remain
within tho bounds of this polioy. The morc probablé outoome, and the one
. upon whieh tho LNFL leaders themselves arc barking, is that a realigne
ment within the old party sot-up will lcad %o a coalition betwecn the
LNPL forces and a spliteoff Mleft wing" of the Demooratic Party (plus
even Republican elementis) == to form a characteristio third-party movement,
& bourgeois Democratio Front, The mass basis of such & party would still
be the trade unions affiliated +o the 'LWPL, bLestraddled by the goncralse
withouteanmarmy of the leftt Democrats, side by side with the LNPL loaders
as the left foce of tho thirdwparty lcadorship. The objootive driving force
of such a split would be preciscly the sharpening of the social crisis,
leading to differences in the ranks of the bourgeoisio on how %o deal with
it, the "left wing" soeoking tho shelter of the politioally consorvative
labor foroes, ) '

Se But if such o Democratic split fails to mature rapidly enough,
and if the movement for indepondent action among tho workers threatens
to go over thc heads of the LNPL leaders, en the wey to revolutionary
action, then the stimulus will be prescnt for the formation by +the LWPL
of their own independont party on a nntional scale, reluctantly pushed
ahond by pressurc from bolow to the formation of the tamous "indepcndent
labor party". It is out of such conditions “hat an "indepondent labor
party" would arise,

4. This is vhy it is suporficial and false to belicve that +the
significance of an indepondont labor party would appoar as a spur to the
dovclopmont of political cluss-consciousnoss on the vart of the workers,
Tho relationship is the othor woy round: an indepénd nt LNPL party vould
be tho distorted roflection of +he workors! advencing oeonsciousncss, not
its causo or stimmius, Hor is il truc thot it would in its furn stimulatoe
further adwance in politioal consciousnecss, Oa the contrary, its raison
dfotre would be to wbtilizo +he new form in ordor o stem the flood and
siphon it back into safc charnels, It is the old trick of misleadership:
running around in front of tho masscs in order to head thow otf,
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be It 15 important to distinguish the progrossive and reace
tionary olemonts in such dovolopments, On the ono hand, thorc is the fact
that a swing in scntiment by scetions of the working class awmy from the
old capitalist partios and toward indepondent political aotion manifosts
a progrossivc subjoctive dovolopment on their part, This wo hail =~ this
ropregonts o stago in tho dovelopmont ot the subjoctive preeconditions of
the revolution, But it is w fuot thut tho same progrossive subjectivo do-
velopmont is proscent whon a worker broaks with the Domocrotio Party ond
joins tho C,Ps becoausc ho looks upon it as a workingeclass party; similar
oxamplcs can bo givon, The fact that thorc is a progrossivo sontircent afoot
docs not insurc that it will not be corralod into o roeactionary ohanncl
(any morc than o sincoro hatred of fasolsm insurcs that it will not tako
the form of support of :mr aguinst Gormany)s Woe must distinguish sharply
botwoen (1) tho progrossive charnotor of tho politioal cetion scntiment
among the workers, and (2) the reactionary charnotor of tho labor-party
form into whioch it is orystallizod. Tho formor has on oxtromecly important
offoct upon our tactioal stcps, as wo shnll shows the lattor detcrminos
our basie stratoglonl approach,

Our Basic Strategieal Approach

6o The basioc question which must guide our policies is: Can a
labor party play a progressive role? This question cannot be ansiered ty
‘the meohanixal applioation of principles which apply any time, anywhere,
It is determined by our analysis of the present ecra of capitalist devel-
opment, --When oapitalism was expanding eoonomioally, the labor -party
oould rally large masscs of workers about tho struggle for immediate
demands, which the bourgeoisiec whis sble +o yield. In this post=war period
of deolining ocapitalism, however, this possibility no longer existss the
bourgeoisie must rather withdraw thean grant further oonocssions. Even tho
suoocssful strugzle for immediato demands requires revolutionary orien=-
tation, With the intensification of tho social crisis, whatever immediate
gains or victories are registered aro canocelled out by tho development of
the orisis itself, Where onoc o reformist political party acting within
the frame work of capitalism had an indopondent role %o play in orgeniz-
ing the working eclass for irmodiate concessions, today the only working
olass program which is actually indopondont of the capitalist class is
the revolutionary progrom, Today a labor party, like every othor polite
ioal formation, is confronted with the harsh alternatives == dofenso
of oapitalism or tho fight for socialism; the possibility of finding
footing in a middle grownd is no longor therc, '

. Te The old typo of program which, in a differont peried, pro=-
vidod this middle ground has now boon tnken ovor by tho most c¢nlightoned
sootion of tho bourgooisio itself == tho "left", Now Doal Domoorats.

It is proociscly booausc the reformist labor loaders huve no ossential
politioal indepondenco from this program that thorc is no objcotive basis
for thoir political indepsndenco from cupitalist polities in gonoral,
Under such oiroumstances, "soparating thc workors from 2ll ocapitalist
politios" is moro and morc oquivalont o == leading thom in a rovolutione
ary dircetions A labor party born under thesc auspiccs is marked fiom
birth: to tic the workers +o copltalist politios through now forms,
dividing this lnbor with tho loft vnrictios of bougoois politics (Rooso=
veltion demagogy, oto, )

8+ To say howevor that a labor party can do nothing to sdlve
cven the most immodiatcly prossing problums of the workers and thot it
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cannot scparate thom from cepitalist politics dons 1ot monn its role is
merely onc of futility, The vacuwr from vhich +he progressive significance
of a labor party hos flod is #illcd <Ath o reactionary coutouts The
cstabliskment of such o political mechirne vicans o positive obestocle on

tho road of tho devolopmient o7 tlwc worlers, o positive cnomy of tho revoe
lutionary movement, Its positively reactiorary chartct~r manifests itsclf
on all the ficlds vitel to the intorcsts o to worlidng class. With the
throat of a now wer overkanging, it cannot cv.n allow itsclf +he vorbal
donunciation of éapitalist var which the Socond irtcrantional boforo the
var could ufford, but must ap-oar opcnly as a social-patriotio rueruiting
machino and propagondist aong thio ior.ers, parcly oven deliboratoly
foundod Tor the preparation of tue .ntionnl wrion. To toach +the workers
nov to look upor such an orginization as tho cenbor and rollying point

for the political movement of the working olnass (i.ce o advocntc ite
formation of a labér party whore nonc cxists) means to msko it all tho hard-
or, in time of war, to break the workcrs awny fram thoir allcgianoco to it

9 At o tinme when the old two-party systenm is breaking up, it is
possiblo for a lnbor party to achicve an orgarizational, formnl indepon-
donco from the two 0ld machinos, But politically, it car only grovitate
within the orbit of third-party politiocs. Thn P.Ce Injority agroes that
if the LNPL forcos formed o porty in coalition with the loft Domoorats,
it would modn a third porty, Lub if the LIPL is foreed to form “hoir party
vithout these allios, whint brsie difforence would tlerc bo botweon tho
tiwo veriontst In program? svpport of eapitalism? mothods? mass Losis?

Why <rould onc be progressive and not thoe othor? It is truo thot signifia=
cant difforences would oxist == for oxample, o party formod by thce LNPL .
alonc would bo more sonsisive to working=olass prossurc (just as tho CeP.
is moro sonsitivo to this prossuro thau Rooscvalt)s ote, == but theec do
not dotermaine the guestion of its prozrcssive or reactionary charactor;
and in action they would dictate a differmt tactical aprroach, not a dif=
ferent estimate of its objective significance.

The Transitional Program and the Labor Party

10, "hat conclusion must e draw with regard to the labor party
from our estimatc of tlLe present socidl orisis ond our advocapy of a trans-
itional program? On the ncgative side, the prescnt orisis sharpens the oute
lines of the precedirg analysis, Where beforc the "abstractTanalysis of the
period of capitalist decline poirted to tlLé reactionary charascter of a
labor-party formntion, the present conerste circumstances reinforec the cone
clusion, Or -- is a labor party roactionary whor it is meroly a gucstion of
capitalist declinec, but bocomes "progrossive" whon this doeline takes ever
more intensified forms?

1le But it is the positive conclusions from the trarsitioral pro-
gram which point our road. Tho deeponing social erisis in the United Shates
dictatos 1o the revolutionary party the nced for a program for the masscs
that gocs bteyond the immediato demands claborased heretoforo, that pocs
ouvside the fromework of capitalisme Convulsive uphodvals in the couing
poriod hold forth the possibility for the rovolutionary party to advance
in bold strides forwmrd with great gains in influcnece and mombership «-
FROVIDED that wo lmow how to (1) mnke this program a living forco in the
direct mases action of the workers, and (2) on “he politicel field, on
thc basis of the expericnces of the struggple, guide the politicel lessous’
which the workers draw toward the nccossity of revolutionary orga:ization,
of revolubionary politics, :
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12, How vi1l our program tale hold in the vorlers? lass movoment?
-=The transitional prosram preparcs iie vay for putting the questior of
power on the agonda, Tho mnin line which the party must folleir in izple-
menting tho transitional pogram is to ﬁoﬁfij?Elﬁﬁikﬁfﬁ_}ﬁi.Qf???jifz_ﬂf

doponding orn their ovm oxtca-purliamentoe s srren- Uil and ornati

Sortninly noT To Tonob Thow. w0 Aopond ujea, OF i€ ic to a1 proscri liuse
ions in, thc ability of a laber party e ccrry cut dhis tronsitionel programe
What orcanizational forme must wo strive for To caryy ouw the transitional
grogram? Thdor Joction £ of he Mationnl Action thesis (Econoric Dumands)s
The organizations best fitted to ccpe witk the problems of vorkers control
at the point of production arc the skép-sormitices, Every cffors mst be ox-
ortod to organizo the shop-comriitecs, 1mich roy pecome organs ¢ff dunl power
in the factoryr and the rucleus of sovicts, as th. crisis takes on a rovolu-
tionary charactor in the ruturc.” - Undor Scction B {Tho Struggle Azainst
Fascism): tho orgonization of the Workers Defonso Guard, the Workors Militio.
~= In Scetion C (Strugslc Against War): tho nced for cxtros=parliancntory ore
ranizdtion, hore most irmedintoly counterposed o the porcpeotive of o labor
party, is most obvious, =-- Scéetion D (tho slogan pf o Torkers Govornmont )
noons for us, os the form for which wo strive, a workors? government basod
upon tho councils of workors ond farmors, Although tho workors may have to
pa ss threugh tho oxporienco of a lebor party government, wo must realize
tho danger of oursclvos riving this contont to tho slogau, in our owm agi=
totion, ~- Corofully She party must load tho workérs thiough the oxperioncos
of the shop-committecs, the Workors Dofonso Guard, oto., to the croation of
souncils of workers and rarmers, aiad toward the national consolidation of
thosc cxtro-parliamontary orgons or 5trugglc os tho crisis maturcs, That is
£ho ocoursc which wo must sct in motion among tho mnsscs to counteract the
pooplots-frontism and domocratic front of the Stalinists aad liborels. If
this is the main line we put bofore the masscs, our main linc in political
agitation is also to kocp before thoir cyes thoe noceossity for rovolufionary
orgenization, Wo oarmot point both townrd soviots and = roformist labor
party as tho moans of carrylng out our revolutionary transitional progrome.

13, The party ranks must undorstand this preeiscly as our main lince
Tho groat gap botweon tho objoctive regiromonts of tho situation and thc sube
jeetive stape of dovolopmont of the workors roguiros that we ftake the. path-
of the tronsitional program in an offort to hurdle the coursc of rcformist
political dovolopment vhich the Amorienn working olass had to go through,
But the backmrdnoss of tho Americen workors imperativoly demonds that we
supplomont this strategy with a positive program of taoticul steps zrthin
the labor party movement. Just as on the oxtra-porliomonsary fiold, vo
launoh slogons vhich, sturting from the clementary nuods of the workoers,
arc designod to bring thom in strugglo outside the framcvork of cupitalismg
so insidc the labor party movemont, we rust conduct a struggle around do=
monds which, sterting from tho dosire for indepoendont politicol class action,
arc dosignod to teoch them through oxperionco that the labor party cannot
bring thom a stop formmrd, thot our position is corrcot, that tho wmy out
liocs in our dircction,

Toctics in tho Lobor Porty Movonont

14, Our labor party policy up to now is inadequatc for our present
noods for i{wo roasons: first, beoausc it was not linked with a program for
bringing tho massvs into motion on a linc clternntive tho that of the labor
porty movement, tho transitional program which wo havo now dovolopoed; sc-
condly, bocausc it nceessarily omphasizod tho nogative aspoct of blocking
the formation of o labor party without taking sufficiontly into aocount




and paying sorious attemtion-~to the mcoossity for tueticel wiilization of
tho progressive sontiment which has its distorted refloction in the lalor
party movement, through work insiae, althoug: cur Decleraion o° Fritcie
ples and provious rcsolutions alreadir skobeched the outtiincs of such o
possiblo futuro coursc, This 15 “he twrr which the party st molkc on

the labor party ques<iioi,

15, It must be undorstood +hict suck coucrete tastics carnot bo
improviscd; our considerations wiith regord e tao period of coaprialist do-
cline do not automaticclily dictate our iactics Jor spocific situations,
These cen'be doveloped” realistvicnlly only bw a concrelso kiowledge of +tho
situation, tho relationship of forccs, loccl differcneus, ote., and afior
full discussion, Our first stop in moking a tumn tovmrd coneretizing ouvr
tactics must be o survey of the national and local scenes, and it ie +ho
task of the party leadership to carciully lar out & positive taecticul
approach to oache The P,Ce Fajority solves thc problea in short ordor by
proseribing "comploto and unanbiguous support" in onch and overy instunce.
Tho scctarian is cqually cxpoditious with the view that we should have nothe
ing to do with this morass of roforisie The line of the part st be
noither of theso rulc-ofethumb ansicrs. ,

164 The importont cspect of the labor porty movoment for us is
tho fact that thore is noveront, Where will this movencnt lond to? Ahend
of it lics cither labor-party action cor revolutionary politiccl.  cetion,

Wo hovo stoted that our basic aprroach domands thot we sook to block whe

road toward the orystallization of +this s:ntimont in +the form of o labor
partye Doos this then moan turnirg it back in the dirceiion fror which

it is coming, toward tho capitalist partics? Obviously noti ot the sanc

tinme that we scek to blocl the rond townrd the lobor party, ve rust.push the
politically~aimkening workors forwnrd we which noans, along vhe alternativoe
road of rovolutionary action, In provortion as our offoris hove thoir c'feot,
it is this cowbined action which will cnable the advanco guard of tho workers
to come most quickly to the rovolutionary party. Blocking the reformist road
~- that is the sonsc of our sirategical epproach to the labor party quostiong
pushing the workors from hchind, forwmrd -- that is the place of our tactics,

17, ¥Wo can do neither cffoctivoly unloss wo arc in the labor party

novenecnt, The naturc of the movemont itsclf provides the ohannols. The

first is through tho trado wnions. In tho lost analysis our progror con

play a rolo In mnking tho Listory of the Ancrican worling olass only if our
roots arc docp in tho trado wnions, if wu arc +“ho bost union nilitants,

and under thosc conditions wo canviot beo isolated fras tac labor porty roves
nente Thé sccond is through sorious fraction work in tho labor party organe
igations, branchous, ote. If thc  labor party novement develops to ruech moro
cr-roaching' dincnsions than it has so far, it may yot be neccessary for us to
throw a large portion of owr foreccs into such ectivitys In cases whoere thore.
is oan cstablished labor perty and our party is not on +ac ballot, possiblo
tactics may includo such steps os rogistoring in the labor party prirarics,
The question of whother such tncties concrctoly permissible and to 1hot ox-
tent thoy should be driven arc not mottors that can bo sottled owbsido of o
specific oxamination of cosos,

18, How do we work inside the labor party movement in order %o
push the workers forward, ageinst their leadership, and over the keads of
their leadership to us? e (i.e. our -fractions in the +trade unions and in
the LP) reise slogans and demands adeptod to the particular stage of devela
opment of the workers with whoy we arc dealing, Whore the organization is
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endorsing capitalist rarty candidates , as in New York, Pemnsylvania, ekc.,
wo con say: "Your leaders :ave ostensibly orgrnized for iadependent pnlivie
cal wotion and in order to solve your prossing problems; it is our oriiion
that they and the labor party can and will do noither, You don't asrec Jrith
us? Then see for yoursclves, iry to get these things; wetll fight nlong -rith
youg*Demand that your leaders put up iadependent candidatesf" In specifio
situntions the fight for indepcndent cendicatcus can be an imporivant lever in
disillusioning the workers i:ith what thoy can oxpect from tho LP. But ornly
if in our own propaginde, ve utilize such expericnces in order to foster
such disillusiomment, to draw Ifrom the: our zencral conolusions and 1ossons
with regard to the lobor virty movewent) It is this which is preeiscls the
main emphasis in the press; for example, Furthermore, it is o matter of the
simple truth to statc that cvon if indeponcent labor candidates arc run,

tho problems of the workers will not be a step nearcr solution, Tho demands
which we put forward insido the LP os positive cuins for the workers are

the transitional dem:nds, here indopendont candidatos arc run, our attack
shifts to conter around the question of progrom, cspocially the tronsitionol
domonds, and thosc domands again which will bring the workers in collision
with the line of the party and its leadorslip, In the process of oxposing
the impotence and reoctionary nuture of the labor party.or labor party moves-
mont, wo must show that there is an alternative poth, whick only the rovolu-
tionary party is following.

19, Vlhero indepondent labor candidates are run, the tuetic of crite
ical support (with tho emphasis on the critical) may be mmployed in order to
avoid a hond-on collision vith the laboreparty sontiment of the vorkers whoro
it would be difficult to explein owr opposition in torms of the workers!
ovm oxporicnces, rathor thon in torms of our own rovolutionary theorys But
as in the proeeoding caso, the valuc o such tcotics depends completely
upon omploying tham in the contoxt of our goneral agitation urotnd thé LP
quostion, utilizing thosc tactics in order to oxposc tho LP in cotion,

'20e Tho quustion of affiliation to o lobor party is also o tactical
quostions It would bocomo pormissible only 'if it i§ no longor a question of
attompting to block the formntion of o labor party, but when wo are faced
with the fact of an cstablishod mass lubor party =- provided thut complete
orgarizationnl and programmntic indepondence of our ovm party can be maine
tained,

2l, Tho question of supporting affilintion of tradc wmions to labor
porty movemonts is also a tacticcl question, dopending on “he quostion: is
‘thore an ostablishod mass LP or is the quostion still opén as to whethor the
working class will takc this rocd or not? In Mirnoapolis, for cammple, whoro
the FLP is preeiscly such an cstcblished mass porty, our answor cernnot bo
tho same os in Now Jersoy, where +tho LNPL itscl? has not formod a LP boe
oausc of thc lack of mnss support and interost cmong the vorkorse Thoro wo
oan still help to dotermine by our own activitics whothei the workers rill
bo able to hurdle the LP stage or note In cach situnbion, local or notionnl,
wo must docides Arc we going to accopt as our starting point tho fact that
an ostoblished mass  party oxists and orient our first linc of athack to=
vord the quostion of program? There is no usc blocking the cntrence 4o tho
LP road when the workers have already passed by, In this onsc, the guestion
of advocating the formction of o LP booomos obsolotec, But +this is not the
casc at present on tho national socne nor in almost all loealitics.

224 Wo beliovo it important to bring to the attention of tho party
nemborship some dangers in tho present situatione Tho cffcots of social

* vithout giving up sur politiecal oonwiotiéng, but going through thoeso
oxpcrioncos with you, -
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erisis do not rumnin ocomplotely outside our ovm orgnanizetion, Thore is o
tromendous prossure upon 2 rar+y which insists unon maintairing inmbransi
goantly a rovolutionary lince A desperate attemp’ té escape from "iselation"
the desire to find now short-cuts to mass inflvence, o dissmtisfretion with
results attnined herstofore which cru lerd tc diserientetion os ell as o
o houlthy roaction ~- these renresent the stirting-noints, We raise this
quostion boocusc we believe that such “endencies h&ve heen moaifested in
now proportions in tic recction of soctioms of the party merlorship to the
P¢Co propesale Pescimism and defeétism uith regard ©to the fuiurc ol tho’
porty shading into liquidationism, growing ccnfucion in polikieal ideos,
openly opportunistic motivniions wrd rousouning in cprrocciing tir luuor
party quostion == thosc cro trords which it must be the tack of the party
leaders hvp, mojority ond mincrity, o corbute In this sunsc nlso, the
problem is the revolutiorary porty,

23s The road to the building o our party in {the immedinto period
lics ~long the line of the uu'uyvlu Tor the tronsitional progrom and <+
digging of our roots inbo the mass srgonizations of the workisg classe This
means :

Yaking overy member o membor of a trodo union or other mass ore
gouization, )
Organization of fraetion vork inside the LYPL and LP movencentse
Bringing frovmrd the trorsitional demands in the trado unions

a nd LP movements, and wndertoking o camprign to popularize thom
in our pross, vowvlﬂ“ pemphlots, cte.

Emphasis on tecching the workers the nooossity for reliancc on
their own oxtra-ne r’laﬂcwthrv strength and organization,

Building tovmrd “he organization of shop comittces and local
councils of workers cnd formers, iith o nstional perspoctive,
Organizetion of orposition movement inside the LP movoments around
slogars dosigned to bring the workoers into eollision iith their
loccodorshipe

A national oriontotion townrd throving our forces into buildirg +ho labor
party movenent can only divert us from this path, This is the positive
linc alowng vhich the pnrty oo be built,





