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ON _THE REVOLUTIONARY CALENDAR

Dear Friend:

In your letter of May 5th you draw my attention 10 a supposed
contradiction in the appreciation of the May Deys at Barcelona between
the letter of Lund (The Insurrection in Catalonia - A Few Preliminar
Remarke) dated May 12, 1937, and my article (The Verification of Ideas
end Individuals Through the Experience of the Spanish Revolution) dated
August 24, 1937. '

This supposed contradiction concerns the analogy with the July
days at Petirograd. You predict as well that the pro-POWMists are going
to be served by this "contradiction." I do not think so, because this
would be truly too imprudent. I have re-read the tuxt of the twq articles,
I do not find the least contradiction., On the contrary they complete
one another, . : . '

The Historical Anslogy

Each concrete event of history is determined by a multitude
of fundsmental and secondary fectors. The dialectic imparts a deeisive
importance to factors of ihe second, the third and ths tenth order in
8 given event. Thus one can say with assurance that the defsat of the
German working class was dsztermined not by the very low level of pro-
ductive forces, not’ by the insufficient development of class antagoniems,
but directly and evan exclusively by the bankruptey of the working class
party. Thus we know that the party occupice in the hierarchy of historie
factors the nth place, .

In the July days in Rusesia, if One eanalyzes them thoroughly, he
finde from top to bottom all the factors which determined the preceding
hietory of the countrys the level of production, the specific weight
of the working class, the rolc of ths peasants, the place of Petrograd
in thé netional life, the rols of the different partice - without epcak-
ing of the influence of the war and the enormous weight of the army,

It is than absolutely cvidsni that the July days ecould niver be repeated
anywhere, Of ahet use, then, is the analogy? Solely to clerify a new
event from a point of view that ws are the most interested in practically
for the present., In this way .I have often invoked ths July deys as an
example of a grave defeat which was, however, not decisive and which may
also bz considered as an incvitable etage on the road o victory., It
must be added, however, that thig victory was by no muans "aseyreq" Ly
the defeat, but that it wae solely possible under cirtuin supplemcntary
conditjons, ineluding a correct revolutionary policy.

"Yhat It Is Neecsssary to Underline"

Lund'e article, written uay 12,1937, on thz basig of cablad
informetion "not only incomplete, but in addition deliverately distorted,"
sayst "The analogy with the .cvents of July 1917 is too svident for it
to be insisted upon. #hat it ig necessery to underline are above all
the differences," Th, author is then far from being content with the
analogy. On the eontrary, he warns the reader ‘of its insufficiency for



D

analysis and prognosis. "%hst it is nocussury to underline," ho says,
"arc abdve all the diffzrences.” Th. enalogy with the July days was made
undcr conditions which abov: ell vre from the point of view of immediate
propegends. The uppurmost purposs was to0 sncourage the vanguished. "The
Ruseians cleo sufforad their defsat in July, end yst thoy were ebls to
ssizs powor," That le what the anslogy is reduccd to in this casc.

That is why Lund, who did not diroctly address the massss, but
the leuders, soid cesontielly in his lstters "You naturally use thu sxumple
of ths Russian July to encourag. th: workers, Thie 60 natural that it
ls not nsesssory to insist upon it. But don't forget that indepcndently
from this very generzl nnalogy which hes its importance for immsdiate
propuganda ths 8itustione arv cbeolutely diffcrent and thet our rnnslysis
cnd our prognoeis must b: bcsed not so much on the common traits ws upon
the diffeorencoe." Lund choracterizes the movement of Moy =6 "spontansous,
that is to szy, a6 having bursi out uncxpectedly for the l:edurs, includ-
ing thosc of the P, 0. U. i." (ageln ¢ cortein snalogy with the July
daye in Rusesiez.) But in the esme letter Lund celle the movemont of May
by its right nemet wn ineurrection., He ie for frow regarding thie in-
surrsction as "premature." Ho is disquivted by the news of an "armistice"
in Berceclona, whersas in Petrograd in July, 1917, the Bolsheviks thom-
sclves sought the =rmietice. : »

Here 1s whet Lund s2ys on thie question: "what does the srmis-
tice in Berczlonz of which ths telsgroms speek signifys the dofuat of the
- insurgents determined primerly by th. inconsi:tency of the leadsr ship
or the dircet cspituletion of ths leaders frightoned by the drive of
the messas? Ws are not yst awers of it, For the time being the struggle
secme t0 continus outsids of 3grcclona. Is o reeumption of the offensive
in Bercelons poseiblc?" In sum the qusostion for Lund 1s that of en in-
eurr zetional movement which, whatevur its point of deperture, ies dirscted
by the sntirc objective situation, by the cntirs précading history of
the rovolution towsrde the conqusst of powor. The solc quostion in this
situstion wue thet of the sttitude of the organizetions of the luft, the
P, O, U. ¥. end ths Anarchiets. Such wae tho "preliminary" cpprecistion
of Lund, given at the esms time zs the cvents.

My srtiels of August 23rd wss dirsctod primarily agoinst Com-
rade Vsor. ‘'hat constituted his fault, or rather one of his faults which
are voiry num:rous? Ho has bas:cd his approciation of the May Dnys upon
the pursly formal enalogy with the July dsys. In plac:z of studying ths
situation, such a6 it was przesnvid in ths month of wey, 1937, aftsr morc
then six ycars of revolutionary dovelopmant, Vor finde in tho sechomatic
celendar a master—key for opeoning all the enigmes of hietory and of poli-
ties, In other words, Vor commite preciscly ths fault -against which Lund
hae attempted to place us on guard when he wrotss "*hat it is nceussary
to underline are above all the differencee. ™

Ths Ceptur:s of Powsr Fas Posaible in May

At a distancc of some thousands of wmiles, without heving the
information which ons could find solely at the place of action, 2 pirson
wee etill able to aek in the month of ley whether ths conguest of power
was not meterielly poesiblc., But since then docwonte, reporte, innuwnsr-
sble articles heve appoared in the prese of nll the tendencics. All tho
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facte, all the data, all the teestimony leuds to the sume conclusion: the
conquest of power wae possibly, was assurevd, 88 much as the issue of tho
struggle can be in gencral assursed in advance. The most important evi-
donce comes from thu Anarchists. Since the May insurrection Solidarided
Obrera hes not csasad to repeat the sume plaintive melody: “We arc ac-
cused of having bcen the insetigators of ths May rebellion. But wo wore
completely opposed tc it. The proof? Our adversarics know it as well
as wetl if we hgd wished to taks power, we could have sccoumplished it in
Mey with certzinty. But we are againet dictatorship, stec., cte. "

Thz misfortunc ie prsciscly that the C. N. T. did not want,
powsr. Thz misfortunc is that the leadership of the P. O. U, ii. was pas-
siv:ly ndapting ite2lfy to the leadorenip of ths C. N. T. The misfortunc
(of 2 most modest size) is that Ver, Sneccvliet and Victor S:rge are pse-
sively cdapting thsmsslves to the attituds of the P, 0. U. . Worsc yet,

8l tho decisive moment whon we altempted to shake the fatul self-suffi-
ciency of ths P. 0, U. K. ("their own" building, "their own" radio ste-
tion, "their own" printing priss, Mtheir own® xzilitia) when we attempted
to mske comprohansible to the lsedsrs of the P, 0. U. M. that ths revolu-
tion has ite pitileee logic, which dous not tolerate half-mzasurse (that
is, morcovoar, precisely why the Stolinists havo superscded the Socialists
and the Anarchists), it is ot this critical moment that the Vers, tho
Sneevlicts, the Victor Scrges havs plsced their cudgels butween the spekes.

They heve found it well to support the leadership of the P. 0.
U. M. ageinst us, that is to support their hesitations, THGir inconsis-
ttncies, their opportuniss, ~Ths last svents have brought thoir pitiless
vsrification. Sineo the so-called "July Ieys," the P, O, U. M., far fros
being strsngthenzd, has beon virtually crushed. Tae.C, A. I., of which
the P. 0. U, ¥. was 2 shadow, iw now loeing ivs positions one aftcr the
other. %o do not know if the Spanish revolutisn can yet be eaved by a
new cruption frow below., But the C. ¥. T. ang the P. 0. U, ¥. have dons
just about evirything to aesure the victory of the Stalinisis, that is
of the counter-revolution., And Ver, Sne=vliet, Victor Scrge havs done
everything to support ths 2. 0. U, X. on that rozd to ruin.

The fbciaive Q:eticn

All our scctions havs followed with the grcatest attention the
developmant of the Bltustion in Spein, If one o128 over our intsrnstional
- Pré8s now, and all the internszl bulletine, hs cun stote with satisfction
that the groct wejority of the organization have: known how to apply the
Leninist wmathod to Spanish evente. V¢ have had corrcepondsnes of indis-
putable Marxist valus from Clart, From swoulin, from Braun. Our organiza-
tion hee in this woy pessed ite thocretic test in a questicn of historic
brosdth.,  And at cach stage Comradee Sncevliet and Vsr, with the aid of
Vietor Ser ge, have Opposed to our poeition, that ¢f the crushing w=ajority
of the Fourth Internatisnel, a cenirist attitudc which was as sharply
ageinet the I. 5. a8 it was uncleur in ite perepectives and in its slogans,

¥hen Coxrzde Snesvliect broke off svory norzal relation with
the International or ganizaticn, when he collabereted with our implaecabls
edver series againet us, he.constantly used as a pretext, the "bad regime,"
the incompetence" of the I, 8., stc. Comrade Ver did the same thing
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With 2 f:w individucl variztions which er. cherscteristic >f hir., On the
question of the "regine," we shull els> hove esveral words 1o cay to sur
cozrnde Snesvlizt in ordor to doionetrcte the burccucretiss. whicn stifled
the 1ife of the party =snd that ths good will of the chisf who liked neithor
prigrai, nor theses, nor discuesion econndt be a rule in the world porty

>F the social revolution. But today it is not a question of the "regice."
The qusstion is one of attitude toward the Spanish rovolutisn. The funla-
Zuntal divergeness are ravesled. Tho policy of the P, 0. U, i, was znd
rozains (as ouch &8 it reseins at all) the policy of Menshovig:. The
Fourth Intornational continuce and dsvelops th: Bolshevik tradition.

Qur ..etnods

The Fourth Int:rnationcl is no wore then et its biginning., It
hes & stupendous task of cducation 1> accozplish. It is neccessary to be
vetiznt, If one caste « glence beck sn our history during the lest ten
years, hs canndt reproceh us for lacking in patisncs end cndurance. Ex-
pulsions have bsun oxtreuely rare, One con count thor: on his fingers.

Qur orgenizestisn hes elwoys owployed the .:sthods of discussion, of p:r-
suesion, leaving to tizs und t5 ovente the verificatisn of the c>nflict-
ing points of visw, The nuzbor »f 6plite and reeignations werc the product
of vls.ente und groups wh», dus ite our boet will and pedegsgical putience,
heve theisclves ackmowledgd the incoipetibility of their "tondeney" with
th> Dolshevik organization, Those who havs separztied the.eclvee fro- us,
alleging the "bad rogime® of ths Fourth Internaticnal, havs fallen onc
eftor the other into nothing. &very one of th:es, Lendau, Vitte, R,
iolinicr, Oehler, WYeisbord, Ficld, and others have hed to verify by their
own lauentebls exporicnce thot it is not so wady to iupriviee e tendency
outside of the lins hist:irically dotsr.iined by Jevelopments during e dozen
ycers, e greet historie tradition, anc the unintsrrupted eollzetivs work
of warxist thought. :

oureds Snesvlict thought long egs of Bevering his party fro:
th: Internetional or ganizction. Oh, certainly hs has always s.ploye?d
the figure "four" to designate his position. bBut outside of the funda-
mentcl prineiples, thet is »f the Bolshovik-Lsninist Progra., Jutsids
of sur cslleetive wark on thet besls, the foriula of the Fourth Intor-
nztionzl beeomes a h:ollsw phrase, good for nothing, This eituation, =ore
end rore equivocel, has ulrcady lastud for elcost thre. yeers. Thet is
a little to> long for 2 "revolutionary celender." It is n-t neceesary
t2 soy that we do not want the ssparation of sur Dutch scetin, 411 t:
the eontrary, %hat we d> want ie that it onter sffoetivsly into> cur inter-
nztional frasewsrk, thet it ronlly participats in our eslluctive 1ife.
No intern:tisnel orgenizetion cen tolirate ons of its sucticne romain-
ing separsted by s weter-tight partition anc heering "zceussti-ne" of
graeter snd greeter shorpnees, of grecter and grecter injustifiability
froz Comrads Sncevlict agsinst our "rogize," ageinet cur " annsre," f-r
the sake of hiding in this woy his fundossntel ¢ifforences with the B:1-
shovik-Leniniste, 4an< neturally Ver never niesce sn ceessi-zn 1: supnori
¢ twisted p:ilicy, bs it tc ths right or t> the loft - « trifling zatior,

_ Fhat ws zust have with cur eister perty in Holland is - thorsugh
ciscussin. This is the only posaibility :f preventing a eplit in ths
cerk, burcaucratieelly prepared and burigucretically pacliasd. Owr Felgion .

—~—
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scetion *431 notwrally porticipats in thie discuseion which should form
the prapaeetion £3r the next internetionel Oonfsronce. idw Ehell know

how 5 awald ths er1it. Ve shell ct ths sa e ti¢ knsw'to 8top those who
nre propeghng ths 8-lit. We shell come out of the diseussi-n more metured
end more wMited. Grest ev.nts erc spprosehing., W¥e haven't tho right

to repeat the sams mistokss two or threo timsés. Tho orenieh revoluticn,
vhetover ite importancs, ie not more than a "rehcerssl® for ovonts weny
timeg grender. Tt is necsssery te drew all ths lesgons {roz this expor-~
isnes lived by the new generction, This cenndt b2 deno 1% Lppui ctie
interpretotions of such and such a quotation with whieh some ocdy #ill be
able't¢ d4ivert us from our rosd. Events hove epoksn. The Internstionel
Conforemes vwill know how te interprst thsir voice.

Crux

Oet:dep 28, 3957
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LETTER of TROISKY, DEG, 2, 1937

Deoember 2, 1937

Dear (omrade Sneevliets

I didntt answer your very bolated last lettcr coneerning Reiss
dircotly because we aroc separntod not only ty this trogie individunl question
but by all other important politiocal issucs, I could say by the whole oonocpe
tion of revolutionnry activity and politiocal solidarity,

This totally unhealthy gituntion has lasted years; as many yoars
a8 your group has adherod to our internationnl organization, Many younger

comrades better aocquainted with the politisal line and the organizationnl
methods of the Duteh scotion have insistod, boginning with 1934, upon the
neccssity of openly elarifying our profound thcoretiecl, political, and
praoctionl ‘differencos., Through letters and conversations I opposed these

~ proposals, Not that I was in agreonont with your politieel linc, =~ never =
but I feared that a premature oponing of a general discussion without a
preparatory period of cormon oxpericnoe oould only provoke an irroparable
splits I was gulded by the ides that your organization has a wery different
pre=history and a diffcront aducation from all the others, That is why I
recormended with insistense to our comrades to give your organization more
time for o reworientation, & roeeducation. Naturally we wore hoping not
only to "tcach" our Dutch €omrndes but also to learn from them,

I must say that the hopes I placed in this ocautious 'and pationt -
method proved to be faolses The Dutch party, or, better to say, its leadors,
intervened in our intcrnational life end in tho life of covery seetion with
vigor end sometimos with extrerioc brutality, Such vms their attitude at the
entering of our French sootion, then the Belgian, and later the /meriocon
seotion into the rcspestive Socialist partios, Such was their attitudo to=
ward the German oomrades. The Dutch party, or better to say, its lcuders
nover hesitated at supporting a small minority in e foreign scotion against *
the majority, It ncver hesitated at openly opposing the most importont de=
cisions of the whole Infermational organization and acting independently
as in the oasc of Spaine At the samc time you oconsidered the Dubch party as -
taboo to all the othor sections, Every oritiéal word concerning your gonornl,
or moro speoifiocally your trade union policy, was considered & orime, With
other work you asked a totally oxcoptional position for the Dutch socotion,

When I vmrote a lettor to our Internationnl Conference in vhioch I
expressed sore oritiodl oonsiderations upon your political line, you used -
this letter as a pretext for not participating in the Confercnoe, You dee
olared later that you don't rocognize the formmlly cleoted Intornational Sece
rotariats In all questions you act absolutoly indepondontly from the Interm
notional organization, In the Roiss quostion you ectod without the knowledgo
and partioipation of thc Russian oonrades and I beliove that this absolutely
inocomprechensible attitude ocontributed to the tragioc issues I writo you this
with full frankness becoausc I consider this letter as personal, I am raking
oy last attempt to save your conncetion with the Fourth Intcrnational and
at the samo time the future of the Dutoh party.

You rmust finally understand that nobody in our Intcrnational noves
ment is inolined to furthor tolerate the ebsolutely abnormal situntion wnder
vhich the Duteh party covers itself with the banner of the Fourth Internae
tional and conduots a polioy which is flagrantly contradictory to all our



prinoiplos and decisions,

Tho NAS has definitely booomé & stonc on the necek of +he party and
this stono will drag you to tho bottome A party vhich doesn!t partiocipato
in tho real mass unions is not a revolutionary party, The NAS oxists only
thanks to the toleration and fingnoial support of the bourgcois government,
This finnneial support is dependent upon your politiocal attitudo, That is
the genuine reason why the party didntt, in spite of all our insistence,
elaboratc a political platform. That is also the reason why you as parlia-
montary doputy nover gave a genuino revolutionary speech vhich could serve
for propaganda in Holland as woll as abroand, Your activity has a diplomntio
and not a very rcvolutionnry oharaetere You are bound through your NAS posi-
tion by the hands and by the feot, And tho NAS ifsclf is not a bridge to the
m3ses but a wall separnting you from the rmsses,

Vhen we oriticizo false trade wnion politiocs in othor ocountries,
pooplo answer: "And yourDutoch organization?™ Whon we oritioize the lienshevik
and totally fatal policy of the P,0.Uels leadership, you intorvene in order
to glve them support against us and you do it under the banner of the Fourth
International, Do you believe that any sorious revolutionary organization
can tolorate indefinitoly sueh a situation? We are vory pationt, but wo oane
not saorifige the elementary interosts of our movoment

I pergsonally am rcady to do everything in order to help fo re~ine-
tograte the Duteh party into the ranks of the Fourth Intornationnl, From
Oonnonts lotter I lmow that he has the sane disposition, I doubt that anyone
on our side wishes or cven acoepts tho idea of a 8plit, But at the same tine
we will frcc oursclves from equivocation, In any ocase I say in my .awm
name, openlys If you don!t accept oormon rules for oollaboration and aotive
solidaritys if you renounoce partioipating normally like cvery other scotion
in the Intornational Confercnoej if you will eontinue with the totally ambie
guous attitude: in words with the Fourth International, in deeds against it,
thon it is better to undergo an open and honest split, You vAll thon remnin
wilth the NAS and we.with the Fourth International, e will create a scotion
in Holland and we will try to recalizo through an open fight what vwe werc w-
abloe to realize through patient collaboration and oonradoly disoussion,

I hesitatéd for a long timo before writing you this letter beoauso,
permit me to say it, I know your impulsiveness and your readincss to toke
the most important decisions under the influcnoé of personal impulsions,
It is possible also that this letter will provoke in you a roaction contrary
to tho intention with which it is written. It is possible that you will use
this frank warning in order to nocelerate the split, But I have no other
choioe, Tho denoucment, ¢speoinlly after tho Spanish expericnoo and the Roiss
ineident, oannot any longer bo postponed, The hour of the last deoision is at
hand, The future of our rolations deponds entirely upon your attitude to tho
ooming oonferenoe, That is why I moke this final appeal to your sonsgc of
rovolutionary responsibility, The day when I reocive & oable or a lotiter from
you announoing that your party will participate in the confercnoe on the some
grounds as overy other seotion will be a very good day not only for mo but
for the Fourth International and espooially for the Dubch party. If you
dcoido othorwise each of us will know what to do.

With}best oomradoly grootings,

- La Trotsky
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QPEN LETTER TO NIEUWE FAKKEL
To the Ecitors of DE NIEUWE FAKKEL and DE INTERNATIONALE;

(Copy: 1o all sections of the Fourth International
with request %o pubiish it.)

-

)

Dear Comrades:

You have more than once given me the honor of publishing my
articles. I do not doubt, therefore, that you will not refuge to
publish the followinz brief letter,

Frou the very beginning of the existence of your pnarty I have
CGispgreed with its leaders and, first of all, with comrade Sneev-
liet upon all basic questions., Actually the leadership of tie A,
S.A,P, has always been 'in irreconcilable opnosition with all the
otaer sectione of the Fourth Internationel and during the last two
ycars 'the differences have becoic increasingly aggravated.

In full agreemeat with the overwinelming majority of our in-
ternational orgenizetion I hrve considcered ond still consider the
politics of Sneevlict to be ruinous in thc sphere of the trede-
union movcment,

I beve considercd #nd still consider the RiS.AiP.ts 1nck of
8 Ievplutionnry nrogrem of nction ~nd *the remult~nt unprincipled
charsoter of ngitation to be completely impermissible,

, I heve coansidercd and still consider thet the attitude of the
lecadership of the RuS.A.P. toward the politics of the "Pcople's
Front" hns at o1l tiues rem~ined equivocal, i,c., covertly end at
tines openly opportunistic,

The policy of cournde Sneevlict on tiae question of the P.O.U.4
is in full contradiction with the alphabet of the cless struggle
and a2e caused an indubitnble injury to the Spanish rovolution and

the Fourti International, :

The policy of conradec Sncevlict on thc Russinn guestion wre
and s8till is false in cescnce ~nd disloyel in attitude toword the
Ruseian Bolshevik-Leninists, I have considered and still consider the par-
liamentary activity of Com. Sneevliet to be opporiunistic,

I anve considercd ~nd still consicder the completely unconmradely
ettitude of the lcadership of the R.S.A.P. toward all other sections
ond to the International Sccreteriat to be imperaissible,

I have considered nnd still consider that tle political cor-
Tectness in nll baric conflicte between comrade Sncevlict ~nd the
Intcrnationrl Scerctorint hrs been on the side of the ILS.

Dozens of times the Internationnl Scerctarist has vroposcd to
your Central Committce to open ¢ frenk discus~ion upon 1l Cisputcd
qucstionn, You have stubbornly refused to fulfill thie clemcatary
cuty in relation to your own party. Instcad of onening n discurnion
your Central Committce resomtcd to the cxpulnion of genuine partio-
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srns of tiho Fourth Internntion~l from your organizetion, This
leasurce .could signify nothing less thrn %ac preparation for a split
with tiac Fourth International end ~ shift into the comp of the '
"left" Social Democrrts united around thc London Bumcau,

Ly 1rst letter to courade Sncevlict, ¢nted December 3, 1937,
in which I nagked wnether your nmarty intunced to participatce in the
Intcrnationnl Confercnce, hrs beun unnaswercd. Horc imortont is
t1c fact that the orficinl inquiry of the Iantcrnationnl Scercte-
Tint has ~1so remained unanswerecd,

The ~resent letter, summing up the five year atteammt ot col-
1nbor-tion, coaredely criticism, mutunl clarification ~nd rrpp-
rochement, h1an as its aim to s~y fronkly what is., Ench onc ans to
benr responsibility for his political line. The members of your
prty ~ac of ~ll the sections of the Fourth Intceranstionnl will
judge, :

With revolutionnry grectings,

Coyoacan, D. F., Jan, 21, 1938 * LEON TROTSKY
***#*************************#*******m***********
The NIEUWE FAKKEL, weekly organ of the R.S.A,P. published this

apen letter in ita isque of Feb, 18, 1938, with the following
cormentary:

IHE ANETHEHA OF COYOACAN

Trat happened hod to heppen,  The above @ocument would indeed
~ppenr to be o golemm anethenn, Herc we arc expelled froam the
fritcrnal:brotherhood of the I.S8, for the Fourth Internatinonnl
whosce infallible head is conrnde Trotsky. We do not know if »n
council of thc popes of thia froternnal brothcrhood was held, be-
fore the hercctic wag Judged ancd condermed. These pcople »nnry
little attention to such formolities,

Sincc July 1938, therc have becn mrrked indicrtinns taat this
could be the only outcoma, It was then thot the leadership of the
R.8.A,P. left o conference which, following instructions rcceived
from Oslo, was forced to fail in its rc-l purpnscy wihiclk nover—
theless did not preovent this conference fron being considered the
founding conference for thac Fourth Intcrnational., Thin interpre-
tation is unconditionalhzecognizcd by thc "internntional nrgeni-
zation" of Trotsky., Outsice of this international orz-nizption,
no mortal con perceive thnt tac Fourth Iaternntional exiasts ex-
cept a8 an idea which must be born and developed, becruse tihe
Seconé rnd Third Internationals have beconme incffcotual Fuides
for the world proletariat in its forwerd narch to sncialisn,

L.D.T. spcaks of the perind of five years of cont~et in the
course of wiich he Ang not succeceded in mrking Sneevliet ~nc those
who think like him "authentic partisans of the Fourth Interaantionnl®
n8 hc'conceives it, In frct, before thc month of December, 19332,

there was no.dircet contect between the Duteh R.Sp- anc the
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group eround Trotsky., Thcrc wnn rgrecment on nany positions, Thisg
coulcd suffice for thce unking of contncts, The Tolc 0f Trotsky in
the proletarien Novement anc in the Russian revolution, his words
and Ais deeds, exerciced sufficicnt attractive force ta awaken the
cesirc for contncts, At tint moment, Trotsky ~nd his followers wem
s8t1ll occupied with curing the Third Internatinnnl, We in Hollmand
ned souic yorrs before tlrcady broken definitively with the Third
Internationgl,

After we renched, in the middle of 1933, an sgreenent on the
writing of o constituti-n for ncw revolutinnery parties and a ncrw
Irternetisnel, there resulted, from the personnl contrcts betwecen
Trotsky -n¢ Sneevlict in Copenhagen, the linking of thé R.S.p, .
vith the Trotskyist fornation., From this time on, wc sought for
pongible woays of carrying out by conmon ngreenent preparantory work
for tic Fourth Intdrnationnl, The normel orgenizational contncta
vita Trotsky's conter lasted only until thc foundntion of the RSAP
in 1935, After this fusinn, our party had abnnrmal relationg with
the Trotskyist center ane the London Bureaus In thc course of the
first year of existonce nf the R.8.A.P, »n severe idenlogicel strug-
gle contdidbuted to making the »nolitienl poritions of the unificd
prrty morc in accord with those of the Trotrkyist cenbter than with
thosc of the London Bureau, The very sbnnrmal conceptions waich
it decane evident exinsted in the Trotskyist center on thc subgect
of an Internatinnal center and its tasks, the equelly abnormal or-
gonizationol attitudcs in thig center, the "sharp tmrns' in the
comnin of tactic, the Policics nnd the organization of thig Trot-
skyist center and its Bubcivisions, brought to e head n situation
vhich lec the R,8.4.P. delegation to withdraw from the Internntionnl
coaference and consicder tic 2.8.A.P, no longer bound by the results
nof this confercnce, :

Jc shall not now cxamine the points we have numbered in the
indictment and which form tho c¢ssentianl part of the snsthemn, For
scveral weeks now a comaission set up by thc leacdership of the Paryy
hns been busy preparing the party's position on the question of
internntionrl relntions, Some of thesc points--Nos. 2,3,5,8,7 -
provoke notaing but questions, We arc nnt in " position to nngs
Judgnent vntil we hove solid and gonvincing documentetion shoring
tic correctness nf the accugations thus formuloted, 1In point 1,
it is 2 question of a rcal divergence of opinion; the s~nec for
point 4, We also, in regrrd to tlic Spanish civil war, nnvec Rcen
that domnge nan been Cono ta the Fofirth Internntional - but by the
I.8., an¢, to none him, by Trotsky.

Jot 2 hair in our heac drcams of denying the groat number of
Trotsky'c qualitics ag - revolutionery fighter, It is preciscly
bec-use we attribute such great immortance to thesc qualitics thnt
ve have always - for 8Cvernl years now - publighed Trytsky'n nrti-
cles for the Dutch workers, We hope to take the liberty nf doing
this again in the future. But thie apprecintion dnce not at 1l
~ffect what expericnce haa trught ue, namely, that it i absnlutely
wrong to declare that the Fourth Internatinnal can be constituted
by this "Only Way", whoge leadership is known only to L,D.T. ~nc
is cotermined by him, We anc other orgrnizatioans throughout the
world, which Tecognize the necessity for the Fourth International,
will determine in common in the framework of our ovm mAvenent the
woTk which must be donc for the Fourth International. There is
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finnrlly »ne zcentence ~° Trotskyts snaticns 7ith mich Ve nTe in
couplete agrecimont! "Evcryqno mart chaulcder the feepnoniivility far
ait ooliticnl line," 7 ~Bsune tie responsibility vhen vo ~ccept
th¢ necenanry soparatisng ~f ouw TG, fince ve crnnnt sec rithout
"ppreacngion o rerl waTrker'a P Ty cxproed to the "paliticnl ocducn—
tinn" of the Tratskyint center,

Tebru~ry 15, 1938 H. Sncevlict

K oK R o KK R K R R oK 3K o K R o K K

JOTE

e deeply regret mot being ~Hle to punlich, rnr lnock of “phace,
tac catire ncrics ~f polemicnl artiolos cf the "Ticuve Fakkel" ‘
ngelnst thc I.8,, rgrinct the Dutcl Bolehovik-Leainiate expellecd
rroin tic R.8.4.P,, againnt comrnde Trntrky, thc Fronch p~1ty, ctec,
«.ey articles wilch abrunc in cnarsencre, cnlumnics ~nd inoccuras—
cics, -nd exeel in lacking o1l secrinrus volitical arguacnt, Thc
titles zlone give o sufficicnt 1den nf their naturc:! "liuckraking
vita the I S,", "Defend your Doty with encrgy", "Be nrevarcd
agningt the enecnics of the verty". There is in ndditinh an ~rticle
o tac Internstionsl Conference ~nc on tant «f the Loncon Burcau;
then - hwending - "Far $he Fourth Internntional,"

*#*******************************#***************

EDITORIAL OF "DE EXIGT WEGH

Thio is the reply »f "De Enige Veg" (The Oaly Way), orgen

of tie Bolrhevik-Leninints, inreh 2, 1938, tc the ohnve
~rticlo by Sncevlict:

Tac R.S8.A,P, ~nd tho anen letter of Trataly,

The "Jicuwe Frihol publinshed nn Februnry 18t:h, Trotskyls ~nen
lotter t~ the leacership of the DL.S.ASP., fallawed by ~n n~rticle
in vhich it wen cnnaicdered to e ~ snleom ~nnthenn, By this letter
Trotky broke onenly with fthe molicy ~f the leonce saip ~f ti¢ R.S.
A.P.  Saecvliet nnv nroscents thingt ns if the fraternal brotheriood
of Trotakyiets h-g crpelled tiic hereotic, ~nd actunlly oven Cemancs
to know if » council of 'popes nd been Lold, warile coipletoly pos—
oing over in silence the Tact thint Trotsky, in his lotter of Decere
ter 3, 1937, nnd cxpreosly naked wacther tho le~deroiin of ti.c
nrty desired te particinate in the next Intcru~tinnnsl confercnce
of the Interaatinnsl crgonlzation for the Fourth Internstioncl, Thc
tter ang remnined witiout sanrvor, Fotrithotancing the fect tint
at tiic coufercnce Af July 3-4, 1836 for th¢ Fourth Internctionnal,
the 2.8.4.P, hnd braken with tho I.8., an attempt ane boen nde o
g6t the RAv8.4.P. t5 varticipate at the coafercnce,

Tc

Tac Z,8.4.P. cruld have perticipeted in tlc eonfer rée ~nd thacre
wnulc then zave been nn opein letter., Bub tac lenderchip of thoe
Party kacw merfeotly well that thin crafercace voulid anve mnGe A
tianroush rnnlysis ~7 thc Party'a palicy., Tant in vhy it i~ c-sicr
art to ~nsuer ~nd t~ onver up afterwards, with idle chatter r~b-ut
tii¢ eonf srevee.
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For the ath tice Snceviict cxprses tiio geaeris of the rclo—
tiras of the R.S.a4.P. vith Tratsky ~ac thc Trntgkyist center ~al e
rgnlg presente things ac if the Jiffercnces vhich 1eG t- the brerk
wUrcagrggnizational questiona.,  Thst »nersits hin t4 romnin TeZUC
nbout thc deep political diffcrences.

Here i a senteace from the 3rd pP~IrozTrphs "The »nle ~T Tratnky
in the proletarisn m~vemeont ~nd in the Eyssisn Fevealution, his nzcs
and hig deeds, exercisce sufficiont atirnctive force to awsken the
cerire for contact.f This is very siznificnnt. It clearly gmerges
that the gttempts to ceotedlich cont-cis with Trotslky werc not based
on the ¥Yesire to collrinrnte collectively in thc elgboratisn of a
Brlshevilk pragram.. It wns vory good publicity which woull give tle
Tuteh party a sufficiently nttr-ctive forcc. "Sufficicntly ~tton-
.ctive force" -~ there wards sloae reveoal that only diplenatic and
non~revelutionary lirrziect considernti~ur were decisive in the es—
tablisament of tiac contoct, the cansequences of which were not
ceven SrenneC.. ‘ '

Sncevliet hng not ezmnined tic 2ifferent points of the Cpen
Letter. He linite ninsclf tr ranouncing thnt o cmmrisninn ho
been created vhich is tn nrepare pesiticnn ~n the question of in-
teraational relavinng, Tais cormissi~n Gnes nnt h-ve AT i%n gonl
the egiablishing of cl-rity; 1ts nim in tn justify the position
aﬁopted 5y The lencersaip I tae Barty ~t tic swuier confecrence,
nltaough the Prrty coen wnt nave %hc rigat tn toke - pneition with-
~ut “eing infrrumed, Thio commingicn h~s net boen cornstituted to
cxaninc tic pnlicy »f thc lendersaip, but hner as its trsk te pro-
cuce uaterial destined better t- crvbet tac npnneition,  Tant is
ey it will submit to ~ sieroscopic cznminaticn the "nistakes" of
the I.8, ~ad forget to mnikc am rnnlysie of the oolicy nf thc Paryy,
Junt os the Party hns nluaye neglcctel tn wmrke rn ~anlysis of its
ovn policy. For thce imnment, the cxistonce of tais coumrission per—
its Sneevlict to affirm tant we crnnnt yo3 julge, r2cd to deliver
ninself of the pleasantry tihn~t this Opeon Lotter constitutes mn
enethens. ’ o

In treeting point 4, Snccvlict says: "We alnmo, in regar@ to
tac Spomnish Civil War, have scen tant damage has been Conc to e
Fourth Iaternationel - but by tae 1.8, nad, to nnoe ki, by Trotsky
To whick Fourth Internatinn~lE Certeinly drmage Las been fonc o
Sneevlict!s Crcam, which cnvisinng thc creatisn Af tac 4th Inter—
netisnal uader the stroke nf great cvents, fallowinz which the
4th Internnfiofial will f~ll like » mir-~cle from 3hc sky. Anc thc
"Listoric prrcess" will underiske the task of thc vanguard, vhich
therefore nbtrins the right t- nnke cnipraaiese vwith the Rolsuevik
prograz., Le has fargotten tic first condition, thnt great cvents
pust beeome "victorics". He has fargotten thst for thim n rovolu-
ti~nary policy is ncecsanry »nd has helicved, as simmly ns tant,
tant the POULL woull bring thc vietory. Ec hes trampled underfont
the great lesson ~f Lenin »f april 1917, ond hao supporte’ the po-
licy of the POUL, vithanut analysing it. -

The Trotgkyist cunter hrg unde this nnalysis, ra’ thiz snely-
sig has boen justified, The Cefeat nf tihe POUL hre demolisicd
Sncevliet's Creop, This,he c~nnot ~dnit, bec~usc Trotsky is rigat
vacn e 8-~ys of Snecvlict: "Sneevliet Lns uncderstodd nnthing of

e 1~ws of the revolutinnnry cpoch."
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RESOLUTION OF THE RSAP G THE FOURTH INTERJATIONAL AWD THE S=COND
INTERNATIOUAL CONFERANCZ OF HZ MOVEULNT FOR THE FOUKTH IN.IZRVATIONAL.

The joint weetling of tie Political Burcau and the C.C. and the district
leaders, held at Amsterdem on the 12ih and 13th of warch 1938, after having
concluded the work of preparation for the Fourth International:

States that the party has never failed to give firet place in its propa-
£anda 10 the final bankruptcy of the Second end Third Internationals, nor has
it ceased showing the workers at the same tlme, the necessity for grouping
thaneelves on the bases of a new, a Fourth Intasrnational.

That this position is confirmed by acts such as the eigning of the Open
Letter of 1935, a documant which was tied up with the Decleration of Four in
193%; and thet our ideological life has always besn penstrated with the eon-
ceptions dev:loped in these document s;

Rejects the assertion thay ths party or a part of its leadership has
broken with this orientacion and with the principles of revolutionary Nerxism;

States thal this so-called Centar for iha Fourth Internationel has pur-
susd a policy tending to discredit the Fourth International sven before its
birth in the syss of honest revolutionaries,

a) by having undertiaken inadzicbible cxperiments with the scctions
end organizations formsd efter much hardehip, bty diesolving them and naving
them entsr the Second International, and by bringing about, through this
policy, a great numbsr of splite and the alisnation of csrtain of the copd-
vinced comradss,

b) by having created without serious preparation an organ which
reoprescents itsslf to b: not only the leadership of the Fourth International,
but also ths center which guards all Marxist truth, and claims the right to
interfere by force in the lifs of the different partics;

¢) by cresting a sumnit which strangles and suppresses the ideol-—
ogical life of the adheront goupe and orgenizes ths roprseentation of these
groups at its conferencec in such a Way as 10 r=movs all reval value from
thsss confirencos; .

d) by créating an atmospnoere winich can only lead to rebellion
againet the party, to ite weakening and 1o eplite, wheraver it finds itself
in the prescncs of oprosition expresred by responsitle declarations of a
party;

3) by hurling, where the RSAP is concerned, accusations against
the pr:eident of the Party, Snsevlioct, in tho same fashion as wes done a-
gainst well-known Spenish comradss, and againet ths honor of & revolutionist.*
Hierc the political pc emic bacomus purce slandsr, in the Stalinist etyle.
Accusetlons, which nocesesarily not only affect the preeidint, but the whole
leadsrship of ths party,and the entire party itself., Moreover it is s
question of accusations identical in content with those the Stalinists use
every day against Trotekyiem;

® On the 20th of January, 1938, Trotsky wrotec to his Secretary Vans
"As to Comrads Ver, who unfortunately ie going farther and farther from werxisa,
it is charactoristic that he finds it poesibls to support Snsevlict in mie
utterly oppertunist, and hainc:forin op:n slruggle ageinst tho Fourth Interne-
tional, and st the eam: time to dircct sgainst us his ultra-lcfiist intrenei-
geance, In order not to doprive the NAS of governmentel menna, Snesvliot hes,
during peacc-time, an asttitude altogsther coneiliatory, diplomatic, and ap=-
bWguous towsrds his gvernment, Can ons belisve for sn instent thet in case
- df a wer in which Holland is e pertieipant, fnosvliet will belcepabls of
having a revolutionary pttitude? Only a blind men could belisve thet,"
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f) by making ucc of certrin wethods wvhicl: briang i mind tae
i11-fnned methncs nf tic Bomintern r~nd vhich therefnre cen 1ave an-
thing in corann with the collcctive preparatisn for tic Fourth ¢
Intcrnational., :

Thc nmeeting ceclares that such mrrcs ond actinns/ ns wcll &8s
thac unlermining wark undcrtoken against the party by thc Interne-
ti-nal Sccretariat for the Fourt: Intcrnational - c-n oaly lecnC to

conscquences requiring vigorous ~ad cnergetic intervention;

~_ Tant confercncen with the intcrnationol Centel to which the
ASAP may be iavited con uave no interest if snecific conditiong
srec not provided, '

In orcer to collsborate ia tiac preparntinn for the Fourth In-
terantional with tac I.8. of the Fourth Internationnl which it con-
gicers onc of the forces founding its policy an- the nccesaity for

e Fourta Internatinnal, the mceting mekces the folloving conCiticns

1) The center sknll cdissociate itself fran tac Dutch section
nf the Bolsaevik-Leninists, nr ¢issolve it, »nd aske reparations to
the homasT of the presicdent of the party, oand (thus) to the loaler-
enip of tac party and to its acibers. '

2) Thac essurance by the center to respcet tlhe decisions of the
ciffercat porties and nnt to roquire respcct for the internaticonal
Ciscipline until the Cefinite foundation of the Fourth International
vhich itseclf, whll have to cotablish rulces on this point, ' '

3) Assurance by the I.S, for the Fourth Internetionel t:zat it
7ill uncertrke in comroon the preparations for thc Fourth Intcr—-
nationol nnd will extond it tn the grentest pngaible number of
groups vio Ceclare thacnsclves in egrecnent wita the funcomental
pringigles ~f the Decloratisn »f Four of 1933, anc the Open Lettex
nf 193b, ) : , ,

The nceting Cocicees t7 participate in the confercnce nf the
I.8. only insofar ns thesec concitions arc fulfilled.

It cnlls on oll crurades of the party to dissciminate witloud
weakening the idea of the Fourth Intcranationn, ané to struggle for
tc founcation of tac Fourth International, while the lendership
~»f thc »arty will continue to lnok for ancd to kecep up relations
with parties and "points of contact" vaick are re~Cy 7 take port
in this preparatory wrk and teo create on inforuntion ferwice de-
votéd to the:Fourth Intornaticnal in precess of foriation,

For the RSAP this alternative remecins velid:

oither the Fourth Internetishal or dissppoar-cnce intn barba=
risn! Arise for revolutionary marzisa! - Long live the internati an
proletorintl o

Tac sbove resolution will bo comrmnicnted to portics onc
groups outside nf tiic Second -~nc Third Intern~ticnals.
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We proceed now to the droblsms and tasks 0f the Bolshavili-Tan inist
in Holland Here ig their resolition, sublished in "be Inize e
Tebruary 18, 1938:

Tho Tasl cof the Bolsghevik-Ieninists and the forrth_Inde.mational

The %asl of a revolutionary v rty is to oive politic:l leader-
shi. to fthe 'rolet.rian grrugnle and to achisve tiis laadarsiiiy on
s bagis of its program. The first cowdition necessary to this end
is: %o analyne euch st e which tho class strugele passes throuch
ané %0 28% Hlish a soliey ang stritegy which will answar the 7 require-
mants of euch eriod. :

The Second Internaticnal was ifounded on this _Lrincinle. The
davelopnent of canitalism, which rendar "ed the massges susce tible to
the illusion of reformism, bhroushi about the degenerition of the
Seconad Intarﬂ*ulonal, the consecuence of which was to fling it into
the mire of chauvinism. :

Its %331 was talan ovw by tlie Third Intermaiional, adls %o laan
u)on the e erience of the Russian revolution which 3120ved tle
correcines %112 Bolshevil: DroNiPaMme

, The delav of vhe wotvld ravolution, tha continued isolation of
the Tirat wo~ka"3’ 8srie, w 3 the ¢auso of the thermidorizn evolution
in the U.%.3.R., and has 1lad 40 she de eneration of the Third Inter-
national, wiich hias bacome a tool in the nands of the Stalinist
bureaucracy. If the crumvling of the Gsrman Hrolat iriat without o
strugzle andé tha osasy victory of Hitlsr fascism mi~ht -ivs riss to
the idea Gthat the Proletariat w: s incanable of btrl"”lo latar cvants
in Austria, in Balgium, in #rance, in America, but abovu all in

S»ain hav: shown the world the casabilities of the -roletariat.

It has bscoie evidant that it is nottha stru:gle of tho Hrole-
turian masses wiich is lacking, but that there is 1“0P1nu a revolu-
tionary party to load the strugrnle of the prolstariat to vieto
The consblo‘s fictor of the Russian ravolution was tho Bolshovilk
Party, vhich knaew how %o follow 2 policy pormitting 1t “0 #ain the
leadership of the masses in thas rovolutions This is 5 lasson o
historic world imjortance.

the future of +thz orolet-riat d4:32n@s on thoe building of a
world Rariy of social revoluiion - a »arsty which c¢in undsritnd 1
laws of tno r>volution3;y‘ spoch, which can tnerovy undoersiand the
movauont of tho massas in she rﬁvolution and thus bacoma io“ motive
forca. All oshor Dariiocs ar: withous valuo wmé oill b crnsh,
hiatory and annlhiluubd Dy vho oour solsio - ft;- tiiay havs pgﬂformad
th 1r lackev's tasks. '

Char.ctor of a Acvolutionary. Pvrty

This tesk onght o be accomplishod in all countrics by tho
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rovolution ry wartics, which oxchance oxpirisness in the intarna-
tional organization. In this poriod of Hrodaration, this tosk must
by ono of idocology abovs all. Revolutionury dartiss are bora in tho
midst of inton3e idoological strifo, whilc basing thomsalves on the
gxarionce o who class struggle. In this strugels thoy build thoir
cadres; tho cadras of ths now partios must loarn tho lessons of the
victorias and dofoats of thy prolotiriat and base upon thom thoir
tactics and stratogy for ths futurs. It is only thug that thoy will
bs able to zain influoncs among thy masaos. It is not anough to
20int out the dogonoration of tho 3acond and Third Intornacionals
1% ig¢ nocessary to show thoorstically tha causcs that havo brought
it about.

’ 2N

$~Pha orginizational structurc of tho rovolutionary yarty is
domocratic cantralism. A contralizsd vanguard is nocoessary in ordor
to load tho struggle of tho massas to vic tory. And innar-parcy
damocracy is an obligatory condition without which tho party cammot
arriva at a corroct Marzist policy. Marzism is tho most advancod

. form of Drolitarian thought, and ¢ n rosulid only frem collceetive

~offort. In this way nucloi arc formod vhich ars ready to pass into
action 2t tho docisivo momonts bocauso thor omross the roal intor-
o8ts of th. »rolotariat, and thus thoy attract the massos.

Tho ReS.A.P.

In Hollnd tho R.%.A.7. has como out for %tho Pourth Intornation-
al. This has no intrinsic significancc if tho narty is unwilling to
declare itsolf for th: drogram of th: Towth Intornational and to
maks this sropram the guiding line for its ownm policy. Until tho
2arty is ready to work out collactively a prosram %o bucome tho
cuiding line for its activitios, it must fall into political oppor-
tunism, and is forcod %to scan thy horizon for contrist tundoncios
digdrosxd to Join it in forming 2 now ofition of tho London Burual.
Miz »narty will bo a brake on tho fourt: Injor-acional ag long as
it is unwilling %o worl tog:thor in tho collsetiv. thaorotical
labor o %h: intorvational oryanization of th:s ITornrth Intornational.

N
Tho cheractor of tho R.S.A.2. his nothing in comaon with tho ¥
character of a wavolutionary Larty. In its ranks it has navor .
carriod on an idcological strussle; tha strusgls aszainst the 0pN081- "
tions has always bz2on a strusglo for Dowar.

Tho R.%.A.P. has lost 21l its influosnce bacauss it boliovad it
possiblo to build a party without soriously taling into account t1ro
charactor and tasks of = ravolutionary Party. At rosont, aftor tho
dofoat in tho last ocluctions, it has siill made no Ifuncamnsnsal
analysis of its program, oui rathor has had rocourss o a Assiar 4
attoudt to gain mass influoncs. It hoped that tho dozonaration of
social domooracy and Stalinism would automatically push tha massos
in tho dirzetion of the R.S.4,P. It 2oasmot gcd that it can bacoms
shis magnetic forco only if it carrioss on tho serusgle for o Hrogram
in itg ranks.

Tho loudorship of tha party has bosn abla to »ursue its »Holicy
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only by completely isolating its memhers from all intern-itional con-
tact, by conzsxling all éiiferences on she most importing guestions,
and by puttin~ them on the order of the dey only after thesplit had

been accomplished.

A The only bage the partv still possesses is the N.A.S. The policy
Sh3 pariy carried out and is still carryinzg out in matters concerning
She N.A.S. L. never “eon Dut on the 2zrty agenda. Alsc the molicew
is carrisd out in the dark, in sucih & mannar that - Derspective is
triced nsither for tho Darty ner for the N.A.?. This policy is debtor-
mined only »v ths leadershi) without ths leadershin Inowins how %o
2ive it o base. Abovas all it will have ratal consaruencas for the
N.A.%., while the 221ty Forcets its most essantial fask - the con-
8iruction orf cadres. :

The Bolshevik-Teninist Opnosition

) - It is c¢uiis osherwise that the PL o.position develoned in the
ReSelA.Pe It put on tha order of the day discussion on: the Spanish
quastion and the Fourth Intern:tional, the tr ce unicn ~uastion, an?
the (uastion of committees. That was the only wav o nake the party
a living »4riy. The party leafersiip dié not fizht this opnosition
Jolitically, .né Since i% will not <o 80, it can only supyress all
0o3ition ortanizationally. tut this opposition will bve maintcined
in s2its of she sxpulsions slready carried out.

The Tagk of cho Bolshevil-Toninists

. 1t follows necessarily that now th: task of the SI. must be also
continued from outsids the Harty. It iz for this reason thaé the
Bl troup has been constituted. It is for this roason that the Dnige
dep is VLeing oublishoed.

Thy leadersuip of ths R.S.A.P. uses this to amphagizs that the
BL is a manifestation hostile ;0 the partv. o categorically raject
this accusavion; the snlit was accomplished bv the leadershis of the
Darty.
£ 7

The attitude of the jariy lacdersiiip has don
tlie idea of = revolutionary cortéy in Holland and
Fourth Intsrrational.

enormous harm Ho
3 idea of the

g
th

Instoead c¢f clearly and conciscely ouwpluining this idea, it has
fostored comiusion. Tho tasi of explaining what & rovolutionary Harty
must e in ordsr to accomdlish it3 task ags Vinzuard has fallod nes to
the Bl. I{ is shey o mudt lo:d she ideolo~ical struzgle vhieh is so
neca834ry, ané wio must dersand tha Marwsiss point o view on the most
Jressing »robvlams of our spoch. It will bo necassary 4o bnild in
Holland cadres capabla of Cz)r333ing the Rolshevik soint of view on
%the Spanish cuestion: abla, on this basis, 4o underseand how in a
rovolutionary situciion the magses can Ho datachad from the bourgoois
and reformist ideology, which ars rzlated; and lLnowin~ how to show
th: way the masses can settle thoir accounts with the reformist



organizations and opnosa to tham thoir ovn mags organizations -~
councils of workors and Jeasanivs. 4Wi3 280 muzas that we 3homd Yo
2hlo o sive ocorroet olivical amalysis of tha Poonlsr Zioni, an
wnalviis fhai will disnl 4hy illusion that e dariiss of tho
~s0pular froni can bo drivon %o a corrsct class wolicy by diplomatic
barszining (ths R.S.4.P. with regard to the P.O.U.H,{.

It is onl7 after having esstablished these nDogitions that the
danger of falling into an opportunist Dolicy on the war question can
be escaped; it is only then that the correct n08ition on the defenue
of the UsS¢3.R¢ in an impsrialist war can bs determined.

Ths essontial %asl: of the BL consists, then, in the formation
of cadres; and that can be accomnlished only in close relationshin
wislh the masses. This rol:ztionship with the masses can de obiained
only if we ars readv to unite our ovm fate with that of the.1asseg,
only if we are ready to oarticipate in thse strugeles of the masses.
The relationshi) with the maases can e ostadlished only in the
fictories and shops. But for that it is necessarv %o adopt a correct
policy “d th regard to the trade union movemenié. The refusal to work
in thess or~ nizations can lead oniky to a polioy of isolation. But
the trade union movement ouzhit %o be considerad abovs 21l as a trade
union movoment. It is necesaary to (enounc: its charicter of comnro-
miso and its liaison with the State. This task shonld be effected
on ths basis o f Bolshevik findamental s.

The task of the BL can chus do summarized as the following=
1) To work tojether for a program of action. 2) To hHuild cedros.
3) To establish relationships with the massas.

_ It 1s only thus that fertile work for the-lo-rth Intornational
and tha proleotarian strugcls can bs carried on.

Tk ok ok ok ok ok ook ok ok ok ok ok

JANUARY 23 RESOLJLION OT THE BOL3HEVIK~IZNINISZYS 0F HOI&L.AND

On Junuary 23, 1938, the BL comradas of Holland hold a confer-
ence at which tho first rasolution on the taslis of the BI was adoptade.
The I.3. asled, nowever, that this resolution 1ot be 2ublishaed on
account of a disajrsement that will be set forth latar. Hora are a
fow passagas from that roesolution; hae omittod 22rts asres moro or
loss with the resolution abvovae:

' ese This Darty (tho R.S.A.P.), arising from tho fusion of tho
Re3.P. and tho 0.%.P., included different tondoncics rosulting on
the one hand irom thoe wrk of the luft wing of ths social democratic
party and on the ovhor from tha o2position to tho trade union tsctie
of ths Third International and ths C.P. of Hollami.

The doevslopment of thz R.S.A.2. aftor che fusion was charactor-
izod by thoe risc of sovoral onpositions in tho narty wich found
their oxprsssion in (a) Molsnaar's opposition; (b) tho devariurc of
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Schmidt an® 35ien de Zesuw; (c) the BL onposition. The manner in
which ths R.S.A.P. dealt with “hose 0,,p03isions wes decisive for the
character of tha varty and shows the valus 1t will have in ihe class
struggle. A leaninist werty can only bo born through ideolovical
struagile. Now to dispose of oprogitions in a bureaucrstic way in
itself lzada to seotariamism, d the Darty will 10§35 all v-lne for
the class sirugzle. The :blenaar opposition ex ressed in the party
the poini oT view of tke London Burasau. Although the strusgle in the
Party agiinst the Molenaar opnosition was waged apparently on the
basis of the progrwm of the “ou=th Internutional and aeccinst the cen-
irist tendency in the varty, tho recant attitude, esnacially toward
the international center for the Yonrth International and toward the
Spanish revolution, demonstratad that the leadership of tho narty has
vha same certrist voint of view ag the Holeraar opposition. The
strucgle agsinst the onpogition was therasfors not a struggls for a
program but 2 struesls for vower. Nor is it by chince that tha »rin-
cipal defsnders of the point of viow of tho narty loadershi» at the
time oi {0 iolenaar ovposition - Schmidt und Stien de Zeouw - &
1ittl2 1asor foll into th: posiliion of the Seccond Interwational.

he avgance of program within the Re3.L.P. has leé %0 a policy
after the fusion of the party saseking exclusively to win an allogped

mass influonco sololy for whao Qurposo of strengthening tho nurliamen-
tary fraction.

This »oliecy, 2ot being basad on o Tolshevik drogram, inovitably
128 %o a 7iusco and a considerible diminution o7 the relative infliu-
oncs of tha darty. How fur thig srocolure Las alrocady ad-ancod
appoars clearly from the grave dofeny sufiforad by tho party at tho
time of the 1937 olsctions. This da:fsat 3honld have boon tho occasion
for a fundimontal analysis of ths narty. The summar confaoroncs which
w3 held at Esokborgen on the 3rd and 4%th of July, 1957, did cxactly
tha opposite. Whils it was clonr that ths party had not ovon bLoon
ablo to maintain its influsnes, tho cause was 0% sougiht in tho
2olicy of thoe party, but »othor this 2oliey was frsed of all rosponsi-
bility. Without an analysig of fundamontals, ths Party ¢ ame out for
a poliey of “committaos." That moans ths party wants to Yo only a
mass orsani~ation, which conmot Jrovant a now 4i3illusioneess

Thoe ovolution of sho Re3,4eP. i tht of a contriss narty. Tho
Principal rcason for this is digcovorably in tho 7Fiact that from its
croation, in both tha R.5.7. and ths 0.3.P., account has navoer boon
takon of thz Hrobloms and tasks of ravolutionarv rarty.

As far as ths R.3.P. is concernid, Ghs caus: for this zhotld bo
looked for in ho fact thst Gthe ReS.Pe wasg formad in ovwosition to
the trads union policy of thy Third Intornctional, and was nourishod
on tho illusion %hat a rovolutionary sarty could dovolop on thu basis
0f the NeA«Se without onzeging in a struselo for a Bolshovik Hrosranm
within its ranks, 3Bucaus. oithis, it conld not bocomo a factor
makine war on contrism in ths now narty - which slvuld have boon its
Principal task - but itsolf becamo tha prov of cuontrisam.

It was asainst this that the BL opposition dovolonod ir-thi party.
It sots for itaslf tho 2urpos: of loading tho strugglo in “h: pariy



for & Bolshovil: nrosram. Mt gira ~lo i imodessivle in a eomurist
' “L" withoud 4he form:sion of a f.ction. 7Thy @asasursy tallan Hy tho

ar agninss Ghis fuciion onm un or.niz %ional Lasis mark the bur-

\auoratlc clar:ctor 01 Ty 2iety.e  Those JuuquLgs do not obviuto tha
n3cos3ity oi thy opposition's carr ing on the strug-ls within tho
party. In this strurzle aszainss thg cwnurls* noliev %he oomosition

should work ouis its HTOTZIama

Ins »arty has shown itsslf incapabl s of taking o Bolshsvil mosi-
tion on %h. folloJing arodloms: (a) parey and wass action: (b) iho
Darty and tho % > union movamant; (c¢) the program of tho Tourth
Inisrn.tio n tho 3punich rovolution. In &d’ition, thare alrzudy
SULat oeloor som3 that the 1 Ado sklv of thy .arty is modifving its
D031i%ion conv3iniug tha &ttituﬂo a rovolntionary Jarty ouskt to tako
towards 4ha dolonse of tho U.:.).J., from which must ultimets1ly {lom
an incorrael wasition on tha dictatorship oi tho »rolautariat. Alr-:d d .y
ths la2dorshiy of ths 2arty has adotsd cnothor Hoasitién on sho tasks
cr ths Ybun' Loninist CGuaxrd without asking tho sardy's opinion.

Thus tho artm wWill no longar wo ablo o oarry on a fundamontal dis-
cussion of thaus 2robloms.  Ths party laadorshipn will tand to modify
Dositiong in :n cutomatic Faszhion. Thei w111 mzan that thosoe poui-
tions, a3 woll as thozo s5till to »a adoptod, camnot actually boe the
Spiritual prooarty of ths P26y, but will sorvo only a3 decorative
f.l.lnf‘;so

dhatevor tha sroclamations of tho 1o uornn:m, through thom thoe
oarty is deatinsd to sink into ths hybrid of %th:s Iondon Burcau. Tho
tasl of ths BL opposition is to tivs full information and to laad a
di~cussien in thoe party.

Th~t is why it sots ad its Durposae: (a) - fomution of a fac-
tion within Shu party; (b) tho Dublication 0¢ an or_an and initornal

bullztina; (¢) ths pudlic: +Lon 0f pamphlots; (d) the formation of
cadrcg. Th: msasuras wiich hava alrsady boon takon against tho mombars
ol tha f.ction »lacs this quostion bafors tho opposition: vhat attitudc
should thoso oxpalled take? Thoy oupht o Strurglo for thoir rozd-
mizgion into Lo party, which noverthalasy dous not »raciudce thoir
gzrouring thimselves” toguihsr outside tho party.

The BL ovogition 21 »0% want %0 bs 0x13113d from thao 2arty.
It omphasizas that ths initiative was tal o on by tha luadarshiy of tho
party. It wanted to ravitalizo tho 2it7e  Phs fomation of o BIL
onpogsitional fuction vas not for Ghe surposs of disrupting tho _thy;
rathor, it was rcndcroad nscoedsary by the bursaucratic ragimo vithin
the 2artye.

it

In the Russian Folshevik Party onlw oncoe was the formation of
factions forhiddsn - as a Gompor.ry moasurc in tha firs or th civil
war,. Only Staliziem made That orty a darty without foctionSe....

¥ ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
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I.5. CRITICISM OF THE DUTCH BL

Mhe Tel. addresss? thy followinz criticism so the intceh RL:

Jon writo, "It (tho onsiosition) wart:d o ravitalizo tho Hasty.
The formation of a BL opnrositional Ffaction wius not for thao TN 2060 0F
disrunting the party; rathor, it wae rondarcd nacossarye..” Ry
tromsforring to ths pust your srassint Horsdoctive, you ltr tho
wholo maining of wour aresony t.ocuvie. As a consacuanca, yoi oushi to
chenes vour name to tha "Bolshovik-ILoninist Croun,™ Shat is o say,
w0 cros ot voursalf us an indspamdunt growd which among otho things
lg crrryving on fretional work in tho ReS.1.D7. Th: redolution imoang
Ghi wvou went Go bot on two horsas -~ the Hrosant faction in tho
ReBehePe, and the futurc nowm party. By that nolicy vou will loso on
bothe AT loost you zra making your wrl vorw difficult bocrus s tho
comrades whom vou muldt 3till win arc not as lichtmindodly roudy 23 the
loadorsldy %o envigass tho ruin o4 tho ReS.A.Pe In to21lling thom that
the »rosint f-etional work sorvas only o found o now narty Tvomorrov,
tht is to uuy a hous: compatiny with “he Re3e4A.24, you nzodiossly
ropel vhom. The lcadorshis of tho JeS.A.Pe hazd noi yat givon doci-
3ivae aroof of its botrayal in th> oyas of tha momborship, ovon the
discontontad mambors. Yo wointod cut tho nocossity of the Mo rth
Intorantional not bocause of tha dursaucratization of the Communist
Intorantional (the praetics oi oxpulsiong had alrondy Hogun o numbor
of yiars Halor: 1953) but only after tho Cormon dofcat. It ssoms o
us that you ropoat with ragird o ths R.3.A4.Pe and thi naw Harty
Snoovliot's orror regarding the C.J. and tho Fonrth Intornational
(boeause it vas not his mairit dut = sroat srror that 1sd him to c¢all
for tho Fo.irth Intornitional as sarly as 1929): Tho strugglo of tho
oppositioncl fuetion for the roform of tho R.S.A.7. ousht to bo
carriod out to the finish, that iz to say until tho ond with roform
a8 tho wiatchword. It is altogathor avidont thot vou ought to load
this atruggle - as did in its time tho Luft Ovposition - from %ho ‘
outsido as woll. It is also cvidont th:t you should try to intorvond
in an incanondont way in thy class strusgls and to follow an indonon~
dont policve. C

I EEEE "

REPLY 0T THE DUUCH BL

- Tho Bolshovik-Loninist comradcs, thouzh sus»:nding tho publica-
tion of thoir rosolution, did not aceont tho criticism of th: I.S.
In thoir lottar of January 15, thory inform:d us that thoy had formed
a Bolshovik-Ioniniat group and thit tharoby the radroach of an
ambiguous and inofficacious policy collapsed. Horoe ara tho mrincinal
arzumehnts from thoir lottor: :

It is uscloss to spoak of tho roform of tho aarty, aincs tho
Symptoms indicats that thoro can bo no question of raform. 7ithout
doubt ws ought to dovotc all our attontion to -tho ReSehePe 2and
utilizc overy posaibility for influoncing tho momdbarshin of the norty.
Howovar, this work cannot bs. dono with the purpose of rendering tho
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D067 haalehy, but in ordor §0 1lav the founétion for a nw: narty by
wakin. awav Jrom Snsevliet the 2083101l ity of hig maintaining %he
fiction o kis Darty.  Tho "lizigon with -he N.i.S5. orovices him with
this 0s3ibility; for him to succeed in saleguarding the Hartv from
ruin, there i “one. '

; ,

Tour arzumants aginst our resolntion, and jrobably also noainst
our decision o form & ~roud, Seem waal: Lo ug. They ars moreover in
contradiction %“o.ths letters of L.D. Vour first reason ig that we
drive aviv s milivonts, hat is there in this? The militants whon
Ve gan influence are thoze who 2re not menetrited by the maentality orf
the Meho3. (Tt is necessary to understand this stats of mind o
reilize how disastrous iz +ths effect of the planless getivity of tha
parly in this domain.) Those who havs been affected by it will bs
rejeiled dy evarything we mizht advance und are.d; do im»ortance to
the class struysle. DThe amall numb3ar of . those who can be influencad
and who 2re 8til} in the party, on ths other ﬁénd, would not be driven
away by i%. - o N s ca

,
/

- We can influence ©ths mill ulmts only % 8avinz openly vhat is, and
by showing tham that the ReS.A.2. has bacone a danger by She coniusion
it sows, throigh which it doas nreat-hara to the 1dea of the varty in
Holiand anéd the Fourth International. o : ‘

) . You say also that tha 2arty militants would 1ot concede as rapid-
ly as the leudership ths ruin of the warty.  Here' it is naecsssary to
make & distinetion batwaoen 4he mehbers. ‘Thos: who aroc 1ndissoludbly
linked %o tha apparasus, or who enjoy littls advantuges through it,”
0™ who havis been connectod with tha Ned.5. for years, and imbued with
the t7rically sectarian stats of mind of the NeA.3., theso cannot hao
won, noi &0 thoiy havs any v.ilue whatsoevor. The othors have long
sinco ceasod having anv - conficoencs in %ho 2arty; thoy e bs saved -for
thoe idea of & rovolutionary »Harfy only if a now narspsciive i offerad
thom. Yo cun oyan this Porspactive Lor them only if wo havo She
courztg Yo ricognize thut Hhure sxiuyts but a shadow of tho Duteh nar-
ty, maintainsd only for rezsong of wrestigo in oerder to give a politi-
cal coverins o tha loadorshi) and to tho F.4.S. This leadorshin 1s
intorestsd in laving its gamo facilitated - which wo should do if WG
did not say-oronly that it ig kancoforth impossinle to give flosh to
$1is shadow. ‘ : ‘

A garly as Septomhor, Snacvlioet deelarad in por3onzl convarsation
that thoe "bost thing ths leadoership-could hons for wxe an on»mosition
th. ¢ had as its sxzelusive durnoso ¢hoe rogonor.iion/of +who 2arty; bhut

Such an oppogition would havs no futurs. Ho Lol suifieciont confid:nesn
that his buras ueratic maching mould ba abks ;o do avay with it.

In your opinion, our iirst task ouzntymow to bo thoe imposition of
3 eonZross on tha party loadorsiiin. A3 was said above, this domand is
Dropagatad by us, Howavor, wo unidsrsiand vary well that it is imhoy-
sibls to imposo it. As soon a3 we Dogz thig cusi3tion, wo aro cut off
without more ado.... '

Our azitztion in hs local sections, whothor carriad on 14 a
’ £

Group or-as an oppogition, is considared to ho tho ~roatoyt of
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orimes, Vhoever supports us is marked by the leadérship of the partys as
an opposition, we cannot influence themy ‘moreovor, they neéd a perspootive
for whioh they would be willing to fisht, The létter of LoD, is of such’
importance beocause it indioates complete rupture, Therc is no othcr way.
Our "Enige Weg" is ridiouled by Sncevlisét, but the effeot of this will be
trifling if we know how' to cut it short,

Trere is in our minds no othor way than to acdept all the conde
quenoces, and for that it is neoessary to act as a groups Thoe ReSe/leP,
bears so little resemblance to a rovolutionary party that one ocan hope for
suocoss only through' the most dpen and bitter strupgle for the development
of the opposition in the partye, Besides, tho militants would not unders
stand our not faking this step, Thoy have leet oonfidence in the party all-._
along the lines The groat danger that exists is their losing all confidence
in theé revolutionary idea, Numerous oomrades wait expcotantly on the sidew
lines, beoeuse they oamnot ‘easily admit that wo shall suocoed whoro no othor
tondoney has yet suooecdod, , '

The Betebaok of tho ReS.A.Pe has posulted in such disillusion that
1t 1s no longer poséiblo to rovive the will af tho mombors to fight for +the
roform of the party, for thoy soo only too well that it would ond in o now
‘sheok, and thus prove futile,

There remains now your argument that we arc committing the same
fault as Snoevliet who womtcd to oconstruot & party without having led to
6 finish the fight ngainst the Third Intornational, This oomparison cannot
bo mado, Bosidos, tho ReS.A.P, has alroady beon tested on the Spanish qucse
tion and hopolossly failed, This doos not mean that we do not want to lead
the opposition in the party to tho ond, We ghall continue it with all our
forocss The disagreemont is as to undor vhat form it should best be done?
One would Imagino that the present foundatimn of the group was the fryuit
of an ideolog%oul error, vwhich would load te sur oontinuing the path: withe
eut o progranm,

It is undorstood that the ReSeA.P, has left us’'a horitage vhioh
has the effcot of a brake, Wo do not underestimato this, All our attone
tions ought to bo dircotod towards not committing the samc orrers ns tho
loadorship of tho ReS.AP,

The elaboration of a program of agtion is equally prossings the
solution of this tagsk will show in vhat mensurc wo arc oapablc of fulfile
ling our mission, and alone will provent ug from falling into the same
orrors a8 Snoevliect,

Tho name "NeAeSe" and ReSelePs" oub us off from tho Dutoh proloe-
tariate Thoro is no other possibility of thc Fourth Intornationnlts worke
ing in Holland oxoept by doolaring openly that the ReSeA.Pe has booome an
obstoolo in the path, that its roform is an impossibility, ond that it is
neoossary to embark upon now paths, That alono will open for us the road
townrds the union mombors and the faotory werkors, but besides that this
1s also the way to form a real opposition in the heart of tho party.

Our deolgion to form a group was made without informing you or
asking your advioces Thercby it might be thought that wo wish to not in
tho samc monnor ns tho loadorship of tho ReSeAePs
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and -t the advice of the interrnational orgamizmation 1s nouvhing
to usi, This is not av all th. case, We were ohlizsl o et Lhug
oaly because (e publication of our paper forced uc to do so, but
beczuse the majority of ouf conyades were no longer in agreement
with an ambiguouc attitude. We realize toe well the necessity
of ¥emaining cleselv linked wish the internatienal work for us
not o be expected to obey drscipline, :

Ve understand very well that you could not immediately
advige thu formationm of o mew group, and tkat you hed to ingist
on our c.lling ourselves the Bolghewvik-Leninigt Oppositinn of
the R.S,A.P. esoeclally im view of the fact that many sections,
not being familiar with the Duich situation, might ré-roaclh you
gigh having acted Loo vigorously agsinst the leadership of Che
p 'A.P.

In our opiaron, thcre can be no further vieldirg lest
we logc every possibility of doing Segious work in Holland,
well-irformed before and during thc conforene., tho goctlons
could reprodck you ct most, in our opinion, with having actcd
too comsliantly, end the formation of 2 BL group in Holland
stiovld be welcomed, - '

Th. Political Bureau of the
Hollind- CBL - B
Py sp PEERS . ) .
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LITTZR OF TROTSKY, JANUARY 2}, 1935

Coyoacan, D, F,
January 21, 1938

To the International Secretariat,
Oopy to all SBections: -

Dear Comrades,

It is quite possible that my last letter was not suf—
ficiently explicit, since you have suggested the idea that I
retain some illusions on the attitude and on the plans of Com-
rade Bneevliet, No, unfortunately, after five yeurs of uninter—
rupted experience, I am not able to permit nyself the least.
illusion, The sole reproach that we can make againgt oursclves,
and I am not excluded in this, is the same as %hat in the case
of Nin::we have been too patient, too indulgent, too tolerant
towards the attitude of Qomrade Bneevliet, It is always diffi-
cult in cascs of this nature to ascertain the momont whon 1% -
iz necessary to pass to_open struggle, I believe that Ehis mo-
ment was dotermined by the intervention of Sneevliet on the
8panish question, His attitude in this question was an open
betrayal of the most elementary principles of revolutionary
Marxism and of all our deccisions, It is he and his kind who
have prompted on the part of thec P.0,U.M, added confidence in
their own confysion and added distrust -toward revolutionary Marx—

ism, We know the result.

Unfortunately, it was precisely at this-time that the
Moscow trials supcrvencd, the “internment, etc, ALl our sections
were absorbed over these new questions and the Dutch problem
continued- to drag on, The I.S. has done its duty. All that the
I.8. hag written. abeut .and against Gneevliet was and etill is .
abeolutcly correct, That is precisely the reason Wwhy Sncevliet
has never dared to rcepond with political arguments, utilizing
ingtcad, and that is his manner, abusive languagc absolutely in-
tolerable and not at all justified, Sneevliet does not take the
lenst intcrcst in Marxism, .in theories,-in a gencral orientation,
What j{ntercstsg him is the N.A.8,, & tiny bureaucratic machixme,
a-parliamentary post, Snecvliet utiliues the banner of the Fourth
Interpational -above all in order to protect his oppor*unisfic
work im Holland, 8ince the N,A.8, ‘depexfie financially entirely
uponthe ge vernmeént, Sneevliet has evaded all prezise politics,
that -ig.€o say, Marxist politics, in order not.to provoke the
thugdez"qf,tha government against the N,A,8, . ‘The R,S.A.P,
Bag not been and gtill .is nothing more.than-a political appendage
of :the N.A.8,, which itself is not viablé end which has falléen
in the last years from 25,000 to 13,000-members and very likely

still lower,

. . .On the Spanish question, on the question of the Pop~
ulax Front, not 46 .gpéak of ‘internal Dutch politics, Sneevliet
QQOUp188~gqusitiennﬁhat‘1s,not_iﬁ'gneray.supQrfor{éo.tpattof
the parties adhering to the London Buréai, Moreover, he has

never -concegled having:a -doutie .cormeetions .with the I.8. amd
with the London Bureau, *Practically, he broke connections with
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the I,8., 1t is my belief, & ycam ago O mMOTre, He has utllized
this time in order to prepare his organization for the defini-
t+ive mupture, He has always rofused “to engage in an honest disw
cussion of the differences, On the queetion of Reigse he behaved
- in an absélutely disloyal mannor toward the Russian section,
greatly contributing to the tragio - denouement,

The I.8, in my opinion has done all that 1% oould in
order to facilitate collaboration, and we canmodb reproach it
with not having succeeded in changing the nature of the leader=
ship of the R,8.4,P,, thoroughly opportunistic, syndicalist, and
anti-Marxist, That is the incontrovertible conclusion of a long
experience, If I proposcd that you write a letter once more to’
Sneevliet, inviting him to participate in the International Qone -
ference and demanding the participation of his party in the in-~
ternational discussion, this was not because I personally have
the slightest illusions but because I am under the impression
that the other sections, partioularly those of the New World,
have not sufficiently followed the involved development of this
problem and that someone might entertain the impression that it
could possibly be the incorrect fmothods® of the I,8. and not
organic opportunism on the part of the R,8.A.P, leadership which
has pushed Sneevliet into preparing a break from the Fourth In-
ternational and eventual adhesion to the London Bureau, (no one
has forgotten, I hope, that Sneevliet obstinately fought the
resolution of our last International Conference on the London
Bureau. This is not astonishing; he felt himself concerned over,
this resolution,) On December 2, 1937, I sent Sneevliet a perw
gonal letter where I made a final endeavor to extract his reply.
He has not responded to thils letter, Hence I send a copy of this
letter to all sections, : '

It is necessary that the Dutch question teke its place
4n “the international discussion preceding +the Conference. It is
a quostion in the first place of analysing the trade union €X-
perience of Sneevliet in order to excludé once for all the possi-
bility of analogous policies in other seations. We see that they.
toy here and there with the idea of "their own" trade unions.,
This policy signifies inevitable ruin. The’ Fourth International -
cannot- tolerate ‘such & poTioy in its ranks without inviting
‘déath, On this question as on others, the Dulch experience teaches
us what must not be done,

_ I am simultaneously sendiﬁg an open letter to the
press. of the .R,8,A,P, and I enclose a copy for you. ;

Leon Trotsky
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RESOLUTION OF THE I.S,

9¢ In enswer to the above resolutiéon of the RSAP, dated Iarch 13, 1938, the
IeSe has just adopted, on April 25, 1538, the following resolution on the
Duteh RSAP: '

The I.Se takes note of the resolution adopted by the leadership of
the RSAP on llrch 13, 1938, concerning the attitude of the latter toward the
IS, for the Fourth International, '

It states that the RSAP once riore denoumnces the bankruptcy of the
II and III Internationals and continues to proclaim the necessity of a IV
International and to base itself on the Declaration of Mour of Déoember,
1933, and the Open Letter for the IV International of July, 1935,

This position ought logically to imply an engagcment to participate
actively in the ideologi¢al, political and organizatiomel life of the novement
for the IV Internationmnl, and to share the responsibilities for building it,
Now the leadership of the RSAP has nevor entered into this engagenent,

It has constantly and bureauoratically refused to make the RSAP in
its entirety participate in the life of the movement for the IV International,
-It did not carry out any serious work in tho period when the Bureau for the
IVth International was located in Amsterdan, It did not wake any contribution
to the elaboration of the program of the IVth Internationl; it avoided all col-
lo boration in the leadership of the movoment for the IVth International. It
refused to accept the deeisions democratically arrived at by our movement, and
in fact was opposed to & discussion of them within its own party,

On the other hand, it followed, in Holland, Spain,sand internationally,
a policy diametrically opposed to the Bolshewik principles and deoisions of
the movemont for the IV International, and entered into open struggle against
the lattere In order to6 avoid its responsibilities, it then breke with our
movement, and, to hide the bankrupcy of its opportunist poliey, bureaucrati-
cally expelled from the ranks of tho RSAP tho comrcdes who struggled in the
puorty for o Bolshevik program and polioy,.

The present resolution is only an integral part of this policy, which
consists in conececling its opportunism from the Dutoh workers by revolutioncry
proelomctions Tor the IVth Internntionnl, and, at the samc time, in discrodite
< ing by its polioies the very idoc of the IVth International, -

1) The resolution, which violently attacks thé movement for +he IVth,
1s oomplotely silent about the London Bureaus Iven more, the-lecdership decides
to sond its rosolution to the partics of this Bureaw amd thus providcs woapons
to owr’'adversarios, Such o policy can only signify a return to the contrist

morass, despite all the pretty proclomations. .

. 2) The loadorship of tho RSAP attacks thé tactio of ontry into the
socinlist partios tho botter to conoonl the. eriminal ohorsctor of its poliey
in the prineciple question of trado-union wnity, The loadership of the RSAP
attocks tho policy of "split" of the IS the bottor to hide its policy of unity
-with the worst contrists and o attompt to make the IS shoulder the responsitile
ity for tho oxpulsion of tho Dutch Bolshovik-Loninists, for which it alono is
rosponsiblo, Sy o o B

.



3) The loadorship of the RSAP attnoks the IS in order to conceal
tho Pact that it rofused to occupy tho ’c:wo. soots in the Bureau whioch the
intornational conforonco of 1936 noccorded it. .

. 4) Tho internmal lifo of our movemont suffors from groat matorial dif-
fioultios; the loodors of the RSAP are not the least responsible for thise But
it is basod completoly on domocdratic contrdle®.iny othor affirmation ig a lie

and only sorves to conoeal the unwholosome regime of bureaucrotioc contralism
‘which provails in the RSAP, . : : ——t

o §) Tho I.Si mokos the following rosponse bo tho conditions posed by
‘tho leadorship of the RSAP for. joint proporation of the Intornntional Confore
oneo: .

a) The IS is dooply dosirous of doclaring its full solidarity
with tho oomwados of the Bolshevik-Loninist Group of Holland. It omphosizos
once more that if the IS nddroéses itsclf directly to tho mombors of tho RSAP
by moans of intermal bulletins, it is only booauso it has been forced to do so
by tho disloyal and anti-domocratio attitudo of tho leadors of tho RSAP. It is
also tho londorship of the RSAP which assumed the rosponsibility for tho ex-
pulsion of tho comrados who approvod tho politiecal linc of tho IS, The dissol~
wtion of tho Bolshovik~Loninists ons an oxtornal group doponds only on o deoisw
ion for rointogration on tho part of tho RSAP loaderships Tho liquidation of
froctions within the RSAP dopends on tho oxistenco within tho lattor of a

_healthy domooratio rogimo peFmitting all comrados to oxpross tholr opinions
boforo tho wholc partys '

) Tho IS has nevor mdo any calumnintory accusations agoinst
Snoovliot as on individunle It has ooousod and still ecouses the lattoer of
. dotermining his policies not in tho immodiato and historic intcerests of the
imbornational préolotariat but in order to proserve the NAS, of which ho is a
paid functionnry, as an indepondont organizotion, a goal which oon not bo
ronchod savo by a policy of conoession to tho, bourgoois stato. In doing this
tho I8 only livod up to tho basic duty of cvery rovolutionnrys to spcak tho
truth, Tho IS will bo oble to chango its cvaluation of Snoovliotts policios
only ta tho oxfont thot he complotoly-changes his oriontotion in tho trado
union question. : . .

.0) Tho loadorship of tho RSAP rofusos to rocognizo any intoruatione
al disciplino prior to tho foundation of the TVéh Intornationals Thoroby 1t
rovonls tho formnlistic character of its polioys Tho foundation of tho IVth
Tntornational will nover bo accomplished by a notaryts stamp, as in the founding
of an anonymous soclety. Its oxistcnoc as an orgonization is only tho rosult of
tho strugglo to claborato o sciontific ¥orxist-~Loninist progrom which tronslatos
tho profound ospirations and historic intorosts of tho working cliss. In tho
monguro that, tid BolshovikeLoninists hoto oldboratod this program, in the moasure
thet, with a polioy conforming %o this program, thoy strugglo tonaciously to
" yoot this program among the masses, they alroady constituto tho political ond
organizational nucleus of the IVEh Intornntionals they already arc the IVth
International in its first stage, the oxis arownd which will gather the workers
who undorstond the treason of tho reformist and Stalinist londers and the bank-
ruptoy of thoir centrist and anarchist satellites., ¥hoovor accopts the progrom
of tho IVth Intormational must also accopt its disciplino, Whouovor refusos its
disoiplino really declaros himsolf for another programe Tho 1oodoréhip of tho
RSAP ought to have the courage to say what its opinions really ares

d) Tho loadorship of the RSAP, which aooopts in prinoiplo the
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idea of tho IVth Intcrnationnl, desiros however that the sonforonce be orgon="
iz¢d on the basis of the Doclaration of Four ond of tho Open Lottor of August,
1935, Thoroby it scoms to indicate that it rofusos to discuss the Spanish
oxporionco and tho international oxporicnce of tho last threo yoars, Prociscly
becausc it bases itsclf on 1933 and 1935, the IS ocannot agrec that ‘tho oxtromoe
ly important expericncos accumulatod by thc vanguard in this period should not
bo tho subjoct of a discussione An Intornational Conforonco which doos not pro=-
nounco itsolf catogorically on these quostions would bo a mero- comedy, with
vhich tho IS would not associato itsclf for o singlc instatt, '

. ‘e) Tho IS takos nofc of tho dosiro oxprossod by tho loadorship
of the RSAP to participntc in tho proparation of a Conforenco of tho movoment
for the IVth Intermntional in conncetion with the IS, It roplios to the proe
positions of tho lattor with tho following conditionss

A) Porticipation of the RSAP loadorship in tho political discussion
through prcciso countorethoscs on oach of the points.of divergonoo; communico-
tion of its thosos to all tho sootions in suffioicnt time to permit o disous-
sions Active participation in tho mnterial proparation for the Conferongo.

B) Extraordiniry Congress of tha RSAP to discﬁ53~dcmocratica11y tho
thesos and countor-thosos in proparation  for tho Intornational Conforence.
Participation of dolegatos from tho ‘IS at tho Congross of the RSAP. '

. C) Roadmission of the comradcs cxpeilpd-for.political propaganda in
favor of tho positions of the IS; orgonization of a loynl discussion with tho

. D) Agrcémcnt by -thc RSAP loadorship toasubmit to-intornationnl discie
pline aftor tho.Conferenec, -the Conforonce boing ob}igod to scttlc:for good tho
Dutch quostions, S ' . : C '

. M:Tho prosont rosolution of tho IS phoﬁid thon be congidered as 4 now
Invitation to the RSAP to bo roprosomtod ot the Intornationnl Conforenoo, with

o willingness to assumo its rosponsibility there in collaboration with the
other organizations adhering to tho movoment for thoe IVth Intormational,

~ (This rosolution miy ond ought to bo published)

gtk cikok kKRR K
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TRCTSKY LETTER OF July 18, 1936

To the Uuntral Coumittee of the RSAP
Austerdam

Dear Courndes:

i rcﬁly h.urowiin to your leuvtsr of July llth, unlfortunately
“ith u on: day'e delay cuuszd 5y unfavorstl: circumeisnces.

: 1) You write that you are resdy $o send Lwo deolegatcs to the |
conference ("if tnc organi:aiional affsirs will b. conei.zrcd ue the firsi
point."} For wy part, naturally, I am not opposcd o deulin; with the
or;anicetional uiiuire at any oini, evén vhe first, il taat uppeurs
nicieiery, Howower, Lh: question can only be coecided by vhe confcrincs
1teell an2 i 65 not seec how thie meticr could bs deciaud in advance.

Slnc: 1 cannou conedder your letter ae an ultimstuz to & not y&t con-
vened confercnes; I concsive the wat.oor in 4his light, vhev you recsreve
we right Lo ineist al ihe contfercnee iiself uhai Lhe or anizational quce-

ions be azdvanc:d to the firss goinl, Deepifte tuz fact that eucn a i Jo L
czdure sucus o me@ quitc irragulsr and conflicts wiuh ay whols s¥zerisncs,
I would nou wake this maiter a disputed jussiion and, ae for mysclf, {
would atespt your propoeal, Unforiuneicly, I do not scc any concrate
proposals on your part. ‘het our internationcl organization revesls
great detocis, ie indieputatle; meny of thoeo defects, L hope, can be
remedi.d; sepceially if ths Dutch party honcoforih dous whet ig nocce«
sary in ihiz internstional oryanizational work. The moel importisni veax-
neeecs, houever, 1le in uhe very neture of our oryanizetion, eincs i.
is poreccuted by all sovernmente. we have no litorty of =movemont., A
pert of our leuding cowradss are¢ in the vosiiion of political swigration
(i, for cxemple, am awong vhea., ihie is somecthing ihut jusi cennot te
velikod aray. The Russien loaderehip ‘wae alxaye cistributed betwecn iwo
ond oftin 9nouph three centsre. The bulk of tho Central Comaitice wee
in luesia, ho emigrants, azong them Linin, were abrowd. Jespite thut
nowzvir, they played g ccrtuin role in the movement, and ofien ¢ noi en-
tir:ly bLod role., Bueauce of 4hs spatiul rcamovs, how.ver, there arose et
2ll timus difficuliics and friction, which oftun assum.d \nrcatcnlng torms,
“nles cun now be very well followsd wiih vhc eid of thc publisiazu corros-
pond-nc: carried on for deocadse, 4in surope, under normal conditicns,
thinge vors diffsront, Bul ihe 800d 0ld tiace sre now gone for Eur ope
o, We amuet edupt oureclvie to Lhe very spceific condiviones waich con-
stantly ,row woree for ue all. <thors ie no rocipe for Yhie svave of gf~
falre to be found anyvhere. If onc pute (rsey eworo by muiuel col laborec-
tion, he muet aleo tek. into the bargein Lhe negative eidss of in. cer-
tein orpanizaiional Cisperscl theti oxiete, The pre-confersnce in Berne
Y38 proroscd precliscly for the purpose of making the vwork ot Lh¢ conferonce
in Cencva ae profitabls snd exoolh ae poseibls, L waiicd a month eud a
hz1f for thie confercnes. Unforiunuloly, ii aid not iu«c vlece.  ilso,
neither o nor anyone olse have, to thie day, rec:ivia any orjunizelisnal
proposale. It ie alvays hurd Lo troat prozosals at @ conforsnee which
huve not boen brought 1o tas atizntion of the cenfersnce parlicijante
in sdvence. For you vill Burely und.retand thoet it is not only your purty
Lhat is intersetcd in considering oll tho laporiant jusstions beforenend,
bul aleo the other organizavions. Yel you moke the matter euvill harder
by the fact thsi in your laet letier you do not dsseribs by a singlc word
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“thei wnich you roeord as or anizaviona) ju.siions, weveriheless - gs
etotzd -« 1 would ks prepared, for my pirt, to devois half of ihe first
day 10 or,uni:aiional qucetione, ut lzaet in order Lo introduez Lhe cle-
cus€ion wnd to scqualnl Lhoss present with shat uvhe concrate propocsals
coneict of, Incn, if Iinul declsione src not Lasediately arrivad at,

a4 comaicsion eould oo forved to sr.scr: the sropocals which could when
o: brou nv to the latizr hulf of the closin; day of uhc conference for
discuseion and final d:cielon. in sny ces:c, all uhe8e ure only su ;. 8-
~wlone - noil binding = on my pari,

2) Tac moel im:oriant quustion, hoiuveor, ic ihe Fronch rovolu-
vion. i groutly ragret, Jiar comrades, thet 1 1ind nolhing sbouu {4 in
your lcu.sr, unforiunglaly, aleo, wuch 190 li.il: in yowr papor. “he
{240 of _urops, of Holland includ.d and thercby ulso of your party, ie
bain, d.cidad today noit in Holland bul in crencs. { racall tha. coout
¢ y:ar or-a y2ar snd a hall apo there wus un odiiorial comeont in ihe
"Nisuwe vaikkel” Lo an arvicle of a comrads of iLh: Zoleshcvik~-leninisis,
%1tk ecomeihin; of ths following conient (i do not havs the paper to hand)s
w6 do noi agrce "Lhat the freneh sliwuaiion 4s mory imporiani than ihe
_ Gercan or .nyjlish." Thic way of puviing vhe gueclion is abstract «nd

ihercfor: incorrcct.  IL 48 not a gusetion of the com_ariton of thc his-
torical iuwpor.anec of tnu varigue countrizse, bui of ths corrcet cvalua-
tlon of ihs reovolutionsry world corjuncture. . The fate of tho .Laui.al
sorxing cleoe for duced s 4 gome ie boln, decided todsy in Framcs. Our
“rench s.ction = dcspite all {le difficultive and wcaknesuce, nhich 1 knox
. very well - has bucome e hieloricel factor which for overshadows ell the
other ssctions. To rofuss to percalys this would bs, at least in my oyss,
a 8ymptom of opportunistic blindnces, .3 musy eupporl our fronch scclion
5ith =ll our forcos, mors Lhan our naiionul secltioneé gnd organizelions,
for if ve toks e groet et forvard in Franec in the coursc of the coming
~monthe, 1L will bo of imwcameuruble eignificencs in sll Lhe other coumiriee,
aléo, for e¢xample, for the impanding duvch <locLions, If ! wizhl irans-
lete my ithou, hte into the lsnguzge of comnurco, 1.0 Guldsn invosi.d now

in France would, in th: cozing period, yicld a greater intercet than 1,000
Gulden in Yollend, .tuetla or ungland. That ie why 1 esc wiih a ccriain
epprancnelon th: fgeu thut you ectually overlook the gusstion, end cven
mak: your participetion in ihe eonferones depzadoni, Lo g cervein degree,
upon gencrel "organisational® yusstions which wa shall yet eetile ond which
“e shall alwaye have Lo soiile ovér agoin in  the coursc of yeare to come.
.4 rogerdsd tnc. confirence in th. firel placo e ihe gavhoring of the in-
wornutional swufi for uhc purposw of mexing ihe bfrench quuslion uhe inter-
nationel queetion, and inet in Svary rcepeci,

5) 1t sc.me to you superfluous Lo have to udopt a poeitlion to-
vards ihz London Eursau gv the conforenec. Under no circuwsciancue can I
2xprces my sgreemuent with thie, The wored otstacle for ue, .hs moet palig-
nent encay, is Lhc London Surceu gnd ite oiiilieted orgenizetlionc. Your
cartoonist, shor I alweye admire, reccnlly dspicted the il end L.l anter-
nationals as L#o doge lot loosc upon th: §V Inisrnavionzl by imgorialies,
Unfortunavcly, he forgot Lo present the emell, mengy cur ¥ho scamp-:re
arsund our lcge, enarls =t ue, sneos =t our calves and sceks oy thic to
pravent ue frowm flnishing off {ho bi, doge. 7Thie is no subordinetc quce-
tlon. het the G.P-ilrisis 8iyniiy in a rovolutionery p=riod, ic shown
cgaln by laresau Pivert gnd iodsfroid in Frence ond in del,ium. he
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1L’iete ars not one whit hivicr Lhvn she o ils.e. ‘thie uhoy aave exply
demonstraled by ihcir svolution in ih. lus8l iwo yoare. .s the silualiorn
bccow:e more thrietening end sore filled with reejoneibilivy, tas morc
reéascuionary and - to ue - more inlinicel do all thews old, slick, incor-
rigiblas oy ortuniele e¢nd pacifiste buocome, Lnc doze not fi;ht for the
iV .ntorautionel ty fliriing »iith (hew in a clossd room, by eliencance
on ¢h: ., by parlor.viafta Lo then, cte. cie. - for zll this only ,ivze
ihar dn” sxaggorated opinidn of "unzir oan- izporiencc and incitce iz Lo
furthor invesions inuo our 2vin ranke; no, onc fi hie for Lhe IV snier-
neblonal only vy pitilecoly cxioeing thees little gonilimen end calling
the o by vin2ir right name. ' o '

4} Lot ue LuXd tae”ILP jusstion. | L roally cannol roprosch
mysclf with wny proclpitelonees on thie qusstion. For y.ars « [olloucd
~ the cvoluilon of thie periy, quite cslely and oojsctivelys aftur Schmidi's

nd Taiicrn'e visip to m., froo wileh I lesurned a greal deal, 4 srale &
‘ecrive "of ariiclcs ond lillsre of on enulrsly frisadly xind Lo Lac ILS
pzople, sought. 4o ontecr inio p.reonul contact wilh vhsx and counssllud
our :nglier frionde Lo join ihs ILP ip ord:r, frow within, to go Lhrough
bh> exporicnce.syrucratically ‘end 1o the wory ond. Sines the last vieid
of ‘comrud-e i.:ond s 1 formulaiod-my opbecrvatione -in this ecnes, Jhat
thers on't mueh o bs dons with the 1L, ths thrce of us worked oub a
dofinii. propowal for our Iriuieh comradcs (a canifosto to the purty,

¢d Llsetion of elgnaturse, ste. ). Comrade vehwidi went Lo -ni;lend and
Judgod 1hs plem to ba dpcorr.cv.: Nalurally, this wae nol wilhoui iis
influ.nec on uhe comredss, se eell ac on mo. I immodietely seid to oy~
©0lft Schrddt knowe the eitusvion in (he Lia bet.ur than 1 doj purhegs
‘hs 8206 ko the L@ euch aspecic ae cecaps me; wheruiore Lac deciclon should
purhz o€’ by poelzoned in order to ecs the sifcel of the latcst bl ovents
.(Lhc:wun%in,ﬁbybainlg,:3x¢u)"uL_Lhc coanin; parly confcrencs of the ILP.
Yo loce Lwo to throc months in o critical piriod is elvays e groat lose,
. 2ub il scem:d 10 me, aficr coarsde Ychmidi's intervontion, thul it ie
c'nccescery to po throuwgh tide new exvsrienes, 11, iU is now alroady
" behind us. 10 comtinus nov. wilh en Sffor. o rovive the illusion «hich
hze’ beon shatiorsd wo biik, would b nothing leus vhua 40 inflict e bad
scrvics on the cause. in timse of calm, one can liv: on illusions for a
lon;  ériod; in a period of crieis, if onc doue nov tugas into account

- the hurd fuvets, thal 'ié, iho uetuasl policy of Cunirism end peciiisn, end
conesyuently Lhelr dieds, buv coneid.re onc'e own wishue ond scntlimentie,
on: courie the dangor of becoming vh: shador of LAc Contricis and puci-
fisve and of compromleing snd doetroyin; onc's own orienicatvion. That
iz why 1 doom 14 ateolultly nceuscary for our comrud.s Lo broax opunly
vith the ILF and to iLranefcr to ths Labour: party where, ue is chown 26—
poeially b the =2xperiznes in Lhe Youlh, much more can b accomplished,

3) You coaplain in your leitzr 4not cany sarvicve huve curried
through Lactical turns withoui pgroceding internctionsl discuscion end
doeision, This complalni doue nol Lopdur correcl Vo me, ce:sclally o
‘Lho exlent that it rofore Lo ihe americen purty. ‘Whc Jlecussion there
‘a0 extandsd for wore than v year ond woreover il ves buesd upon <he pro-
vious tronch diecuosion und axpdrionec, Thez discueeion had en iniorna-
vs0nsl character. i1l scetions, withoui cxeeplion, Look a posiiion on
"4t, The Amerdcan frisndo know guiic woll Lhe eontimonts grovaelent in
“h2 various ecetions, Naturelly, Lho. could not car:ry through an inicr-
. nutlonal referendun, i Lhe lael moment Lhe lcedirship, coneidsrin, the



=33~

tiluulion &t vhe time se highly favorable, Look the ducléion ugon iveslf,
Lt would nol have beon worthy of uhic nems of ¢ ravoluvionary loadorship
i1 1y vid not heve the courag: {9 make indacondent dacisidne.  Thut tihis
l.2¢:rchin is hozsvor, permsalod niln a truly intcrnuuionalisu s,/ irit,

i. deuoneirsted by thc fuch thet Lwo of its regrusenuavives havs coumc in
orcer Lo rend.r an sccouniing and to uake full recponeibilivy for Licir
conduct vsfors the intsrneiional forus, I[hie seume to mc Lo be Lnoc
G_NUL:. intcernstioneliex,

6) Ws cennoi meks any cluiz to leading our naiional scclions
dirscbly from ¢ esnter, sven 4f Lhie center vere wmuch mors uniisd then it
is ut rreesnt, within the bounde of th: unitad progrom and the cogron
rolitical line, svory ssction wusi nfceecurily lay cluir to a ccriein
elbow roow in shieh wo uct. I ew & li.tle gurcrised Lnot L er olliged
Lo say Lhie to the Zuich friznds who, up 10 now, carrisd on their golicy
coecluizly indepzadunily cad in dany imgortent yuceilone in dirscu conlru-
diction wiih the firam ozinion oi th internstional orgenication., In ihic
resfecl, wo havuy ulweys thowed ih: ¢roetoet caulion e¢nd - if you usrmit -
Lhe {r:aicey forboarance, eepueially vowurde vhe Juvchn parity. ¢ shell,

I hop:, 2lso do this in uhc futuro, Bui we retain ithe ri ht 4o our oginion,
if not publicly (et wae th: caes wivh vhe "Nieuws. Fakkel™ wilh réference
1o Belgium and guite wrongly), then ai legel wilthin the vounds of the or-
cendzetion,  Unfortunui:ly - end thieg ic & roproach thuv 4 aust dirsct
primarily al wy dsur friond onsevlict = the _ulch leadcrehip 1s impreg-
natvd «ith the soiriv of tht greauvcet involerancs Lovards eny criticisa.
Tho policy of our yasricun or Jolglan fricnde, io eay nothing of ihc. Car-
@eneé, mzy be sherply oriiicised wnd rejoctod. du. if one attomgis %o
raigo Lh. trsde union policy of vha .uteh broihar party, even 1f only

in iatimste eireless, hs is rogulecd -ith uhe ¢rsutast eharpnosc, Pro-
cisely Lhis &:irdi, whlch is by no means ths spirit of rsciproecity, cvokad
dissuilsirciion amony; vory many comrudse, end vsiy .0od on2e, in all sec-
+dont, und this disealisfaction i¢ justifiucd! “ iu lics in the intsrcet

of the gensrul cuuee ve well as of wiac Julch leadurehip to dispcl this
long seccwnuluting diseatiefaciion by maene of & calr and fri:ndly oxposi-
‘lon 2t the conforcnes and 1o ctor zuking & "Laboo" oul of Lhau ieh ques-
tians. ‘nie uleo bilonge umon; the "organizetiongl” jucetiont Lhat you
sant 1o hev: deult with c8 the first coint,

L A T . T B TR S

1 must, unfortunately interrupt ihc laiier in order Lo caich
the uirsail {n tizme. You will gut the eccond hulf of Lhe lciicr toxorrow.
i heeven, howavar, o cay her: thel i have nol il rcaotoet dusirs or
_shadow of a dusir. to locsun contact wita you, Lo render vhe alrcedy difii-
cult poeition of ths Duich pgrty wors difficult or - perontactically - uo
dda my frisndshlp with .nscvliet; I need noi pseurs you of thet. 1 hav.
urgad a personal ictling togother seince my arrival In Norway. Ii I wers
not bound hand end fooi, I would hav: visiiud “olland two or thr ¢ timcs
vhis yser, for I pul ihe ¢roetost slorc by ;ureonel diccucsions, vezeelally
rilh oldur snd exporiuncod comrades, ln tnseg foleful timss., Il was a
hollday in our hous: vi8n I recsived 478 letber thet comrad.ss Schaidi end
"&uien do Z:euw wanted 10 tok€ a triP here. 1 imzediut®ly @xpresced uwy
Joy ovor ihie prospsct in a l€iter 1o Schuidi, Unf or tunately, nothing
. came ol it, dno:vlief oo promissd xzo o vieit, bui unforiunatcly did
. ROt keup his promies. I do nou want wo lovcl regroaecncs on this score,
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despite the fact thet comrade Sehmidt visitcd the ILP two, if noi thres
‘timesduring thie period. In the letter to Shachtman I only wanted to
emphasize that a subsequent personal me>ting could not replace the ofiicial
conference and that your non-participation in th: conference st » time like
this would inevitably be interpreted by the wnole public ac a political
rupturc with all our organizations. Fortunctely, your participation now
seame t0 me to be assured and thorewith we can calmly discuss the "official
and the personal matteors.

%1th fraternal grectings,

L. TROTSKY

_-----_.,--------__o----------_-----___-

TO THE GG OF THE HSAP JULY 16, 1936

7) I now coms to Spain. In one of the latest letters, comrade
Sneevliet in the nems of the OC of the party took up the defense of the
Maurin-Nin party againet my allegedly exagierated or too sharp atiacks.
This not only appears to me to be unjustified but elso incomprehénsible.
The struggle with Maurin does not dats from yesterday. Hie entire policy

during the revolution was nationalistic-provincial end petty bourgeois;

roactionary by {16 e¥tire emsencs. I recordsd this fact publicly mors

then once from the beginning of the ravolution on. Nin, too, with those
vacillations proper to him, acknowledgsd this. The program of ths "demo-
cratic-socialist" ravolution is a legitimate child of the Mauriniet spirit;
it corrseponds ¢s6cntially to tho program of a Blum and not of a Lenin.

As for Nin, during the whole rovolution hs provid to Ls a completely paseive
dillstante, who doss not in the slightost degree think of participeting
actually in the mass struggla, of winning the messes, of lzading them to
the revolution, ete. Hs contented himeeslf with hypercritical little articles
on Stalinists, on s8ocialists, stec. This is now a very cheap commodity!
During the szrice of general strikes in Barcclona he wrote ms loticrs

on all conceivabls questions butg did not wsniion by as.much ag a word the
goneral etrikes and his own role in them.. In the courss of thoss ysars

we oxchenged hundreds of letiers., I alwaye endeavorsd to reccive from him
not empty literary ohssrvations on ev.rything and nothing, but practical
indications for the rzvolutionary struggle. To my concrate qucetions,

he always replicd: "as to that i shall write in my noxt lotter." This
"next letter, howsver, nover arrived - for yearee Ths grsatzet.misfor-
tuns for the Spanish scetion Wad the fact thet a man with 8 name, 7ith

8 certain past and th: aurcolc of a mertyr of Ztaliniem, stood &t its hoad
end all the while leod it wrongly and paralyzed it. The splendid socialist
youth cams sponteneously to ths idsa of ths IV Intornational. To all our
urginge thet all attantion be dsvoicd to ths socialist youth, we rcesiv.d
only hollow evaeions. Nin was conc.rned with the "indspendenee" £ the
Spanish ssction, that is, with his own passivity, with his own patiy poli-
tical comfort; he didn't %ant his dilletants ceptiousncss to be disturbad
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by gr:zat svents. The socislist youth then passcd over almost completely
into th. Staliniet cemp. The lads who called thame:lves Bolshovik-
Leniniste and who permitted this, or b.tter y2t, who ceused this, had to
bo stigmatizod forevir 6 crizinals ageinet the rovolution. At the moment
when Nin's bankruptcy became clsar ev:n to hie own supporters, h: unitsd
with the naticnalist~Catalonian philistine Naurin, breaking off all rcla-
tione with us by the dselaration that "the IS understends nothing of
Spanish affairse." In rsality Nin understande nothing of revolutionary
policy or of Marxism.

The nsw perty soon found iteclf in the tor of Azana. But to
say sbout this fact: "It is only a emull, tumporary tocinicel al.:cioral
agrsemsnt," sceme to mo to by absolutcly inadmissible. The party undor-
signed the most missrablz of all Psoplc's Front progrezme of Azane aend eimul-
tancouely elso its duath scntence for years 1o come. For at avory attemrt
ot critieism of ths Puople's Front (and wsurin-iiin ars now making such
desperats attempts) they will alwaye rsceiv: the stsreotypad reply from
ths radical bourgsois, from the sociel democrats and the communistst
But didn't you yoursslvss takc part in thc crsation of the Psople's Front
and eign its program? And if thesc gontlemon then try to meks us.c of the
rotten subterfuges "it was only a tcchnical manosuvrc of our party" - they
will only male thszeslves ridiculous. Thesd p:ople have complet:sly parelyzsd
thousslveae, aven Lf they wer: now unsxpactedly to diepley e rsvolutionary '
will, which is not, howsvcr, tho cass. The swell crimss and botrayals -
which reanin almost unobesrved in normal times, find e aighty reparcussion
in the time of revolution. It ehould nsver ba forgotten that th: ravolu-
tion cruatss eepecicl acoustic conditions. All in all, I cannot under-
etand how it is that attenuating circuustancee ar. sought for the  Spanieh
betrayers, whilc at the eaze tizs our Belgian frionde, who ars fighting
with pre-coinent courags against the enormous‘machine and the Stalinists
end who hevo quits Substantizl-succeeses to ehow; are publicly disparaged
in ths "Nieuw Pakkcl."

8) In the latest numbar of "Batalla" theru is an appaal of the
saurin-Nin party to our South Ausricen ssctione, which rcepressnts an atteupt
to group ths latter around the so-cslled "Party of iarxian Unity" on a
pursly national basis. Likc every scetion of the
Spanish "¥arxian"

- to epli é., ete. Thers you have the littls

cur who snaps at our calves. Liust we not sasy openly to our South A..ri-
can orgenizations, which etill have in their ranke SiPist parliszonterians,
ste., whet the differonce is between us and the London Burceu and why Nin
broeke with us in Europs and wants to appsar in South Amsriea as the
pletistic unifier of all the rovolutionery forecee? This contezptibls
hypoeriey, which always chareetorizes Centrisz, nmust be pitilcesly un-
covared. This alons would suffice to provs the ABSOLUTZ NECESSITY of our
‘thsscs on the London Bursau. _

9) Ths qusstion of quastions st present is the Poople's Front,
The Left Centrists seck to presont this question ee a tactiecl or cven
a8 e technical menosuvre, so as to be able to practice their 1litils busi-
nces in the ehedow of the Peopls's Front. In ruality, the Peopls's Front
ie the MAIN QUESTION OF PROLETARIAN OL4SS STRATEGY for this epoch, It
olso offers tho bost eritsrion for the differesnce betwsen Bolshevis: and
denshcvisw, For it ie often forgotten that the greatest hiatorical cxampls
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of the People's Front is the Februrry 1917 rovelution. From February

to Uctobsr, the Minehsviks end the Socisl novolutioniets, who reprasent

& vory good parcllzl to the "eor.zunists" end thc socicl dovocrets, wore

in th. cloeest allisnee ond in = psorzancnt ccalition vith the bourgscis
perty of ths Csdets, toguth.r with whot th:y forassd a seriss of c-eliticn
Lov.arnzente, Under the sign of this People's Front stood the whole mass

of the people, including th: workers', pcasants' snd soldi:rs' councils,

To be sure the Bolsu.wits merticipsted in the councils. But they did not
maxe the slipghtest conceseion vo the-Peopls's Front. Their derand was

to break thie People's Front, to rend the allisnce with the Cudsts and

1o croate a gonuine worksrs' and peesents' goverament. All the Pooplu's
Fronts in Europe are only a pala copy and often a caricsture oi tue Rucseian
Peopla's Front of 1917, which could after all lay claim to a much greater
justification for ite existence, for it was still a guestion of the strug.le
against Czarisz end the remnants of feudalisrw. If saelow and iubois now
coquette with the People's Front, with all thzir ultra-Leftist "iniransi-
gence," then they only prov: ther sby that they have not undcrstood the

raal stratcgic antagenisw batwsen Bolsheviem snd~enmhevisn. Thiy de-
manded of us that_ws up ths slogan "The Puopls's Front in Power,"

that is, to demend the powsr for Ths coalltion of the workure end the
capi ul;ets._ﬂét'ggﬁwaaggﬂg;ggyxngfmgdqwmﬁxgyqouauwouxwdcmanﬂvﬁ“?ut“th@

Gurgbiele out of the Piopls's Front!" Hommsd in sowswhat with ressrva-
tions, thuss thoughtse arc sleo to be found in an article of mogslow's in
the theorcticsl journal of the Duteh party. For my part I can only rc-
grst this, for thie fact mak.s the moct painful impriesion on gll of us.
Do we havs diffsrinces of opinion on this question, whors it ie a matter
of choicy bstween Bolshsviem snd donehievien? Yes or no? 1 hop: not!
Then whence this inexplicable tol rancs for Maslow's thoroughly oppor-
tunistic concsptions? The position of our Frunch s:ction in ¢1l th: im-
portant qusstions is incomparably mors corrvei and Merxian, svon though
thzrs ie no sparing of criticier of th: Fronch ssetion in our own ranks; ab
you mey .6ce¢ from the brochure of HNicolls Breun. Yzt I muet say tlhat ths
text of the French OC "Ou va le gouvernement Blum?" i6 an oxcsllent picce
of work, which is worth being transleted into all the lenguagss of the
IV Intcrnetionsl. A4s for mc p.reonally, i leernsd a good dsal from this
brochure. Yet our French comradsze arc go poor (for which they thomeelves
boar the blame in lerge measurc) that they worc unable to publish the
brochure in printed, but only in mincographed form,

10) Pormit mec now to pase over to the Dutch party. I do not
riad Dutech. I only halfway decichor the titlce, & few ssntences, and if
the matusr appears important to me othor comradss com: to ry eid. I can
thersfor: lay no claim at all to compotenee in the Dutch question, Iisver-
theless, I follmas much as poseibls, by means of the Buropsen prces, the
life of Holland, am in correspondance with my friend Snsevlict (insofur
as he replics to my letvers, which is not the rule unfortunataly), ste.
¥het I say about ths Dutch party caen thoereforc only b incompletc and
fragumentaryt

@) The. great wemkmowe-0f e Dutch party ssems fto me to be the lack
of & progrew of action. For morc than year ws hdvs had en sxchange
of opinione with Snzevliet on thie ecore, Insofur ac I may peruit oyeslf
8 judgment, the agitation of the party scome to me to rest far too zush
upon persopal improvizations, upon impressions of the day or wecsk, end
thercfore bears a dispersed, oxtonsive and not & concentrated charccter.
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A rcforzist party cen casily reeconcilc iteslf to such a situation; but in
no wey g rovolutionery party lik: th: RSAP, for it cen fight succoesfully
cgainet and finclly triusph oveor ths largc pertise only by mssus of the
clarity and concsntretegngﬁsmoi.thawalggggg it has c¢claboraisd for the
whol: preesnt spoch.” Scveral uonths cgo the Dutch party Tormdo-tom-
ﬁié§I3n“t5’5I35£rato ths prograz of action. The coz.ission laid out, so
at lsast it appsarcd to e, ton oxtaneivs and too eoxmprehsneive e plen,
For zy part I propossd to s.pareic the plen into two parts: first to work
out o brief but conclusive progrs. of action for Hollend and then to cla-
Lorate the lerge progra- in connoction mith other scctione es th: prograz
of th: IV Internetionel. Coxrsde @nsovlist - if . rozaecbor righitly - wes
alss 3f this opinion, Unfortunstely it doss not sppeer thet ihis coz-
viesisn hes yst produced a einglo draft. Av eny ratc, i hsve rscoived
none, cé was promissd me. It is highly rogrsttable that among othur things
2leo for the iupending el.ctions, ws havs not arsed oursclves in good
:nough tiis with e sherp progras of aetion.

k) On th® trads unicn questicn too I cannot shars tho policy of our
Dutch brother perty. The reesons thirsfors I have oftun set forth in writ-
ing and vepucially verbzlly, The NAS-p>licy continucs to be carricd out
°nly on the basis of the law of insrtia. Therc is no> dispsr strotegic
=otivaticn for it. The developzsnt in Hollend, just es is nou the ooss
in Fronesz, will have 1o striks out :zither m the rsvelutionery or the
Faseiet road, In siither ccee I ese no placo for ths NAS.  Uhen ths groeat
striks weve will bagin in d:1lend, ahich ehould bs regardsd as highly
prob:ble if not ceriain, the roforzist trade unions will grow ishtily,
abeorb frosh clezente int: thsir ronke, end in such ¢ pcri~d the NAS will
eppsar 1o the rpsecs z2e an incozprshoneible splintsr crganization., In
e nsuqusnes, the assss will wled boesss unrcesptive ©95 the esrrect slogons
of thc ROAP and the leadorship of tinc WAS. But if 211 the =.ob.re 2f the
RSiP .nd the bset NAS slezonts wors inside th. rofornist trade unims,
then during the izpsaoing upsurge they esuld bécoss the sxis of erystalliza-
tion of the Left wing =nd luter on the daeieive fores in the labor oove-
zont. 1 —uet eay quits openlys the systeaatie, sclicitously crranged cgi-
tetion ineide the raforist treds unions scs.s to =c the only scens ndt
only - f preesrving the “BAY 48 & genuincly indspondent party (for by it-
self this hasn't eny hietoriezl veluc), bui sles of cerrying it to vie-
tory, thet is, t> power, )

T e teke « muchvleeg pr-bable alternetive, nazcly, thot the
duvalepacnt in Holland, without pgeseing through o revolutiinary upsurge,
g728 dircetly, in the e.zing perizd, int>s tho ronetisnery silitery-burcau-
cratic ~nd thsn int> the Faseiet phuss, we novertheless coic 15 the ea.o
conclusion: The NAS policy must boeseo cn ~betacls 15 ths prrty. Th: first
ag8ault of the ruecuvion his alruedy bosn dirsetod ot the NAS cnd cost it
h:1f ite zmombership. The eecond asssult will cost it its life. The
6x csllent worksrs united w.thin it will then have to eduk the road into
the reforaiet trads unions in o disperecd =onnar, everyons for hizself,
or alse¢ ruein pessive end indifferent. The trsds union conndt l:icd tha
illegal existcnec that the porty cen. But by -zeane >f this blow the party
will be terribly hit, for en illegel rovolutionaory porty cust asve & logal
or scri-lagel =ass ccvsr. If the bulk of the =umbership ~f the RSAP is
active in the roforxist trcds unions, then thsse iuse orgenizations signify
cle> for the party » hiding place, .5 covor end ot ths came tizs an arena.
The cohorenece of the pres:nt NAS worksrs is thorsby preserved. A4All other
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pcinte vill be c:nditi:ned by ths: éaurse of developmsent and by the poliey
~f ths ;orty. :

¢) In the Youth qusstisn, the policy =f ths party d:ose not ecex t:
=& b2 bs sufficlently cleor, I knw that at ths hesd of the Dutch Youth
%c hevs very go>d end very proaieing clsuents. They must, howevir, find
their ficld of setivity 8> ae nit t> porsiet and t~ wither owsy in ths
abstreet-suctarian existance >f "would-bs know-it-sll." This ficld ~f
vork cen be found only in the trads uni:ne and s:ong the ref:riist y.uth.
If we continuc t~ loss tins, the Dutch youth will fall vietic t: Stalinis:,
u8 18 th: ense in Spain and t2 o substantial dsgree sle> in England. In
Belgiuz, dospitc thoe tordinees and despitc the mueh tos irressluts veeille-
ting poliey, certoin euccesscs wer:s moverthclees achicvod ageinst Godofroid
ezong the youth, In Azsrice, the sscizliet youth, which certeinly does
not reprossnt a strong orgenization, has, thenks to the correct p:licy
:f cur ansricen eo-thinkors, reccived o good anti-Stalinist inceuletion
end now finde itseclf on ths right roed., [t wculd roally b: disestrous if
our Dutch Youth scetion were not +:- undsrstand thet it muet icusdiately
devote all ite forecs t9 work within the ref:ruist youth!

I know, dear courzdes, thet with Lany of these observatioms
I cozme int> eherp esnflict with tho views >f cortein lsading eirclcs of
the RSAP, Nor do I ley the sljhtest clsiz, not only not for =myeslf (thit
would be altogether cut >f the qusstizn) but alsed not for the impending
internatisnel econféerence, to the right t5 alter, in o trics, the posi-
tion of tho RSAP on the decisive questisna.# The cther scctions can only
be of pssistenes thorcin, by ucens of rsepcneible oriticis:, This letter
hos no sther iz, Whet we now need is an open discuesion on thess ques-
tions with the Dutch friends in order t3 procote zutuel underetanding.
Far exetplo, I put no eonerete propossls to the cunforence o the Dutch
trade union qusstions end would edviss against edopting cny binding de~
cision, Owr goneral line in the trede union quseti»sn MUST be put clearly.,
I sought to d> this in o few lines in the draft on the Frencs-Bslgien
situetion. P:rhaeps, t:>, independint trads union thesss will bec subzitted.
Lt ell cvsnte it would be falee to meks en orgenizational ultiretum to
ths Dutch perty cuv »f this questi:n., As unenizously and unsz.bigususly
a8 possible we stete Sur opinivn on the trade union question in gencral
#nd fiz this opinimn in writing, W discuse openly with the Dutch comredse
o8 to their perspectives. But we respect the specinl situetinsn in Hollend
end lsuve t> ths Dutch courades the working out >f the necsesary zethods
in the trede union questi:n. THIS IS THE FORMaL PROPOSAL THAT IT PUT TO
THL CONFERENCE.

11) In concluei>n I sh>uld still likc to say whet ic nccessary
°n =y lettsr to Shachtien: how end why did I write thie letter? Ths initée-
tivec for the conforence came frox Bsrne on 4pril 11, The esrrsspondence
dsveloped in the course of ipril and ths convocetisn was plonned for the
mwonth of June. Thus, nobody cen telk of eny ";recipitetisn" whotssever,
Ths fisherzan's strike, I bslisvs, did nst begin in 4pril nor even in Moy,
In ony caee, svery country now has its strikes and its caes zoivements
end if we were to walt with the intsrnati-nel confercnee until esuplete
caln prsvalle in every eountry, we shculd never be able t> hsld a cunference.
The financial and peresnsl difficultice sxist cverywhere aleso. Aall the
lerger sactions wore agreed on the necessity of convoking the e>nfsroncc.
Only the Dutch sectisn gav: cvasive enswers. In thet connoeti-n it did

#is in 211 of our sections, the necessary change can only nature
from within.
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not raefir 65 much t> the fishsrzen's etrike a8 it did to the - in itse -
2yes = wrong pcliey of the Aasricen section, to the dsficienciss >f the
IS, to ths woaknssees of the French scetion, cte.; ete. Just at the tice
“hon wo wore taking part with the greatest ardor in the work of projar-
ing ths conference, of elsborating tho th2sss, stc., there appesrod in
the "Nicuw Fakkel" o deplorable noto on the Bslgian scetisn; elsz, the
report on the perescutions of the French section ves written in such ¢
nenner w8 1o glve the appearance of wenting to deprecate the icportance
>f the French ssotion. I reccived a lsttor in which comrade Sneevliot,
in the nese of the Dutch Centrusl Oomzittooe, censurcd me for ny article
agoinst Maurin-Nin,

Although the Dutch CC did not give a definite answor t> the quce-
tion of ite partieipation in the confurence, it proposed to us to take part
"in a fow nmonthe" in a conferencs planned by the London Bursau. Every-
one who thinks pcliticelly will heve to udxit thet thess facts give euffi-
cisnt cause for concern. The whole entorprise hung in mid-air for wocks
and we wero unabls 10 send the Acsrican friends the promieed telegra:
cnnduncing the datc. Finally they caze to Burope of their own initlia-
tive without ewslting the telegraz. Thie facet croated = fores mezjeure,

65 tc speck, fsr the organizers of the conference. after all we cuuld

not let the averican ocauredes return homs sapty-hendsd. Right efter com-
rede Zrik's errival here I prouptly sont Bnosvliet a telegraz. Four cors
than 48 hours wo received no roply t> it. 8c I eent & sccond, still more
urgent telegram. This wae finally snewored with thc promise of 2 esauunicae-
tion by meil. I cosounicated oy disquioetude and uy arprehension to cou-
radc Erik in a wost moderetc and reserved zenncr and asked him to plead
¢zphatically beforé the Dutch cearcdee for their perticiration in the
conferenca, -

Cozrede frik had to leave us before the ;lanned pre-conforence
could be held. After his dererture, e 1.tter from cozrede Sha. orrived
from Amsterdem, the contents of which boiled down to the fact that cven
nov, ofter the errival of the Anericans, the Dutch comrades wers still
unable to dvoide in favor of sarticization in ths eonforence, thet they
proposed e personal maeting #ith =6 for the sscond helf of dugust, cond
thet they zake their partieciretion in soms eventual confercnce in the
sutuzn more cor less dependont upon the results of this conversation.
Naturzlly, it would have been more advantagecus to wait for ths rsport
of ecrxrede Erik on his conversetions. And that was ny first thought.
Byt thon I eaid to zyself: if comrade Erik gets the san.e answer as Sha.
then, after the rocelpt of his ra;ort, thoers will no longer be & pos-
sibility of saving the ceuse of the confersnee. I Hi.D t2> say thot to
myself, - ' .

In the light of the present eituction es:ecially in Frence and
coneidering the arrival of the .cericans, I cennyt of course explain to
2yself the attitude of the Dutch courades on the grounds of laock of funds
or of thc fisherzen's strike, but on much deeper political groundst any
leading Dutich comredes belisvs they cen be of sorvice tc the IV Inter-
nztional by esntact with the London Bureau, thet i1, by collaborztion
with the latter and not by necns of unreuitting struggle against it,

For & groat nuzber of comrades, cwever, the contect with the London
Burceu signifies nothing but tho bresk with the IV Internatisnel. I con-
sldered it absolutely nsccssary to bring to the ettention of ths Dutch
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cxrnredes this docp-g2ing diffsr.necs -of Siinion bsforu they odopt their
finel deocisi.n.,

Th: ssnss of .y lattsr maet If, des,its the oxjorience .lruady
aequir.d, you lay storc by 6itting down ot -ne teble with the S(P-1LP,
ste., thin you should at leaset taks a sect ut one tabls with us buforc
that, in order to confir with us on this - for us - 60 isportent nd
dceisive question, Lot ue hips thet after 2ll we can coze 40 © ¢ i
decisizn. But if y.u co:c nelther to the pro-conference nor o th: con-
ferones itveslf, znd further develop your connéetisne with the Lsndon Burcou,
then we cannst svaluste the ctnssquéness of such = proeccdure in any other
ney thin =8 ths inovitebl. brsck with us. T

In this criticel situstion I doo-od it nces6sary to ¢x ross
Ty >rinion, quite spenly end without ecornmont, on the noseible con-
esqu:uncze <f the non-partigipation of the Dutch fricnde in thu conforance.
-Thie I ¢id in the letter to Sha. end i ales sent a cony of the lsttar t-
Sne vliet. and I scid to uysslfs 4f the Dubch comrsces have finally come
> th: dscieion t: esek an sntirsly diffsrent road to the new Interne-
tisnel than ours, thsn my lottor will n- Iongsr hurt., But if their wey
°of cetitn ie to be explaincd only by ths fuct that they ¢o not ascribe
eufficient i-sortance 1o the thing (which + ale> slroedy gres;cd n6 =
disqui:ting sympton) then my lsttor will eall their sttontion to the foet
thet FOR _US ths wmatter is of DECISIVE izporteance,

The Duteh comredas will than sursly utter rmeny e etreng word
about the lottsr, but their ;oeitione will not be deteriined by the qucs -
ticn of stiquetts but by ths deop sessnce of the erscted situnti-n, In
e2ditisn I seid to myself: Erik ie fortunately still in 4Austerda.. He
®ill surely do cverything to neutrslize the negative psychslogicul con-
guquencss of my intsrventisn, . But his intsrventisn will havs all tihe more
:o€itive results the zory clearly, orenly ond bruskly the whal: gituation
is disclusad, o ’

For ry lstter, ther:fore, I and I alons beer the res:oneibility.
2. quits rsady 1o tske any censurs for it, ‘regardless of whou it coucs
2%, 2nd lat it fall on gy shouldars, To "ineult" snyons: wos, obvisusly,
2t 2y intention. It was not = questisn of =oral charges, but >f apTro-
hsnelons arising »ut of the sxistones of. two contrary lines. If sn Min-
sult" con be rend out of ny lstter, I s pre arsd to withdrow en P 5 o£=1-00
sicn thut zey give any cause fir it and to sxcuse mysslf, for it is rzally
nt o questisn of stiquetts but of the Fronch revoluticn and th: IV Inter-
naticnal,
These ar: oy “Xzlenagtions, deer comrsdes. I grectly rogret

vhet I cannot mast with you in Gunsve, for I e: certsin thet - rereincl
discussi>n woruld elizinete every chedow of discsrd betw:zsn us. But sven
with>ut ©y presoncs the eonforencs will surcly :limingte the esecusulatsd
alsundsretendings and erzets better eonditions for the furthor c.llabsra-
ticon,

In this sririt 1 cxztend you y hand in all fricndshi; enc wieh
you the best of euccess., - .o

Yours,
L. T'

i
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THE RSAP AND THE SPANLSH REVCLUTICN
(wo Quotations From "Nieuwe ‘FaliteI")

~ "The POUL" seems cppeble of developing the motive force ‘that a revelubionary
party must develop in Spain at the present time. . The ncermel governmental au-
thorities still existed., The task of the workers was to set up almgside of
them their own govermment. Bubt it wes necesscry to go furthore It-vms necessary
£6 oarry tirough the proleterian revolution ezainst the. socialist &nd Stalinist
porties, Here the POULL has fulfilled the semo task as the Bolshevils in 1917...
Thereby the legend whioh has it that the POUL was o partisan of the Popular Fronb
is completely destroyedss.” {h.F.", Oct., 16, 1936, i.e.; when “the entrance of
Fin inbo the government vas Jmowna) ' E ' o

"For our part, we did not in the -least adopt’a reproving attitude towards

the entry of the POU.I into the Catalan goverment, .considering that the ochances”

of o direct contoet with the CHI-FAI would be more fovorable if representatives
of ‘hese orgomizations could in the government cccupy one and thé sime position
with those of the POUIL" : ' ' '
(1,50, Jone 1, 1937.)

LETTER OF TES DURPAU POR THE IV INTTRWATIONAL 0 THE REVOLUTIOFARY
SOCIAT.IST PARTY OF BELGIUM , ' ~
(this letter was printed in the Lutte ‘Ouvriers)

Dear: Comrndess - : . _ o
The PSR hos just oondueted on experiment which sholld teaeh not mnly its
ovm militents a lesson but those of the whole International, Breaking with the
polioy of the Tolshevik~Leninista en o basie question, the PSR appealed to the -
worlrers of Brussels to vote for the copitelist ond Cotholic jeader won Zeeland,
President of the Belgian Cabinet, as agoinst the Rexist leader Degrelle, a fascist
ond Catholie in tie manner of Delfuss cnd Salezar. ’ h S
~ In its press, before the Jpril 1l oléotion, the PSR ‘presented the ar uments ..
of ‘the adversaries and pitisons of this disgroceful tactic. But lover, uring
the olection and afbor it, tho floor was given only to the supporters ‘of those
voting for feeland. This position could not but lead to profouad répercussions,
not only im tho ranks of our Belgien goction, but also troughout: the entire ine
tornntionsl workers! voasuard. That is why the Dureaun for the IV Internationpl,
which could not proviously moke youw roverse your decisions, deems it necessnrv’
to write you this lotber todoye T . o .
1,-Let us excmine the arguments of the majority of the PSR in the- light ‘of "

o

the results of tho balloting. In your appeel of April 17 {in "Ia Lutte Ouvriers")
you write: '

"o still regret thoet, as o yosult of the palitiosl shifts of thé PCB bnd. -

the Cewunist Party, the workers of the copital wore pbliged to vote for

von Zooland,, Zut from the wmoment whon ‘the POB and the CP started the olee-

torol battle thoere was 1o othor tootic o follow,- given the weakaesses ¢f°

our young perty, than $het decided by our national conferance of laroh 21:

%o vobo for ven Zocland in order to defomt Degrelle.' s R

Tn othor words: sines Yomdorveldo ond Rolocoi copitwlote to van Zoclande.e.
o will do tho stinc. ’ - ' L

Thore is nothing surprising in tho foot that the POB ond-the TP seizod tho
pprortunity to form o bloa of workors? znd occpitelist votos, Tho POB is in tho
govornmert, under tho loadersiip of Leopold TIT ond Von Zoolonde. To respond .te
Von Goolendls oppoal cost it nothinge Tn Germony, this w5 onllod "eho fockic of
tho lessor ovil." The eomnmwhists cnswered it by wrongly rofusing any wnitod front
with the "social foscists"; nnd later-thoy- Justifiod their ‘comploto capitulntion
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te Hitlor by hiding bohind tho zigazcgs of thé Socicl Domcorcoy, which they dow
nouncod cvery doy s more dangerous thon fosoism, In both onses thoy woro wrong.
Todey tho Stolinists throw thomsclvos into tho cimas of oapitclist democrucy
with the somo zost with whioh thoy proviously donovnocd it., Ticy supportod Von
Zoolend despite tho insults whioh tho lottor herlod ot thom, Thoy desirc the
formation of & "Pelgian popwlar frome," Bolgian "acubrelity, " otGsess For all
theso rocsons, Ven Zdoland roalizod tho scorod union of tho ohlef frootions of the
potty bourgooisio, of big oapitnl, of the chuvron cnd tho working ¢lass, Dogrollo
was boaten not only boccuse he woit tho hatrod of the vorkers, bub clse beocuse
there woro lincd up agninst his propagonds ipportent scotions of lorge industrial
oapitelism (ospooinlly thoso valoh strnd bohind ko Liboral Porty), of tho Froncos
philo genoral steff, cnd of the church, o ’ ' . K
The belloting, which govo 280,000 wobss %o the spolcsmen of “ho throney tho
altor end the banks aszcinst 69,000 for Dugrello, Godts proxy, definitely showod
thot the working rosses (ot loost in nrussels), cnd brond loyors of tho potty.
bourgooisic, still conccived of dofonding Hhoir brood snd liborty through tho
mirages of parlicmentary damooraoy, Undor _thoso_ponditions , bhe ;‘._vﬁx‘_g.i‘ tho, rovioe
lutioncry porty ws, and still is, ovIdSEEly, o Imburvoro in ston o oy 55 B0
clority tho pragran of tho prolotorint, and »ob fo ndd 4o tho ocoufusion ond "catie
fosoist" swindlio, '
Tho majority roplics thet Rox is the Iumbor Onc cnowy ond Von Zeclend only
Teobor Two enemy. Brvon if wo cooept this nowonecloture, it docs a0t o ell follow
that it is ncoossary to support oncuy suwber Bro agninst onomy Humbor gno, That
would mcon only theb TRomy. Gbir Oac ohu b boaton with “oons ond tootics obhor
then thosoe to bo wsed agoinst Fusbor Two. ' ,
Ls cgainst Rox, the PSR rcoommended the organizatien of workers! militixs ond:

o

on offonsive for tho socltalist progrome. -ow .oon 01Q poss fron tiis position to
that of  supporting Van %golend? To cnswor that this is the -sentiment of the -
brocdost massos onn only falsify the question, THo working mosscs ore intoxioated
with tho spirit of tho "populer fromt", which is ifi roality .only the roincornvbion
of olassic roformism in o poriod of gigontio socicl.coavulsidns ond the cpproash
of the imperialist wore ’ S : :

How the populer front is the subordinctlon of the -intorosts of the prolo-
toriat to thoso of tho bqurgeoisic, looking tewexrd o prolorngation, o survivel, of
no domooratic parlicmontary r.gime. Ven Zoolend ond tho POB, like Dluw: ondosthe
nndiccls, profit frou: this spirit vhlck domdnctos the worling closs by kooping tho
fasoisy orgenizations: rospootiul, whilo suzzling the working olass ond roinforeing
tho vhole cpporatus-of stoto restroint {(army, policc, restriction of Libersy of
pross, of -assoeiction, cto.) Blum ond Van Zeolond do not break awey from this ime
plaeable logie cny wmoro then Bruning cnd Dollfuss broko cwey from it. o ghallte
otorize thoir oriemtotion os Boncpnrtist. I dhis ohrreoberization is eorrcoty
aething ean justify support to Mo Tonrpartist stote tgeinst the cdvencing wing of
fogoism, ' o

2.~ Tou thon oite Leain in support of your "oompromi.se.” Dub thero arc oom-
premisos ond compromises, Lonin and Bolshcviam spoecls of olass compromisc, ond not
of copitulotion. In overy compromiso, it is a quostion of o borgoin. Give and
%eko. . 4nd, to be accurnto, of o borgain in wiich it is possiblo for onc or tho
othur party to gain or te hope to zaing -othervise it isatt worth while o speck of
cemproilsc, E » _ '

T4 is cloar thct the Bolshovik-Luninists are roady, wador cortcin conditions,
to moke oompromiscs adventogsous to tho prolctariat. ngels and Inrx donoustreted
this ncecssity o the Blopquists. Lonin remindod tho EBolghovil: Porty of it on vare .
ious o¢casions, In gonoral, oompromiscs for us arc in tho scwo ootrgory o8 blocs
ond coclitions with tic eentrist end vreformist working class onrronts, or wiEh eore
tain §r2up?.ngs of tha potty ‘oourg?o:n.sio. . . '

But wiore is thore o conpromise in vobing for Van Zcolendt There ls nong,
only on cttrootion toward tho dominent socinlepatriotio currcnt. ‘
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3e~Wo think that, prooiscly beocuse of the capitulotion of tho POB and the
Stalinists, tho PSR wms duty bound to prescnt o candidato agninst Dogrollo, -
Running o oondidato beoomos in this ocso o quostion of program, It is fully oyl
dont that this moons swimming agoinst the ourrent, But to swin agoinst the evi~
ront mosng olso to propare the way Lor the renaisscnce. It is not only in Belw
gium thet tho struggle ageinst the sacred union demsnds enormous secrifices from
the vangunrde In Fronce znd Spain, our seotions are pleoced in prooisely tho same
situation, ~ .

Tais struggle ageinst tho current is all the more indisponscble beonuse the
aotion agoinst the Bolshovik-Leninists rosts upen wnexampled calumnics. Thoso
vilo liars cnd troitors to the proletariat who ottaok us as "frionds of Hditler”
arc themselves the friends of Von Zeolond, Leopold, the general stuff, etec. The
struggle ogoinst the caliumies roquires parrying in full view of the msses,

Thore 48 no quostion here of porsonal quarrols, ket of tho 8lees strugilo,
"Protekyism is tho cnoryd? That is thic rollying ery of sorld reaction, whioch
mites Stelin with ocapitolism, We hurl our defy ot it. Capitulation did nob
save the lives of Zinoviev cnd Piatakov, Porsccution of our partisans will nod
amcliorste by onc ioba the pitiful situction of tho POTR! leadership, which scoks
greoc from tho oconeiliators by doclariang thot "if it discovers Trotskyitas it .
will drive thom from its romks," ™It is clomentory to 2dd that your vote for Van
Zeoland will not in tho loast provoent the ‘Stalinist pogromists from redoubling
their porscoutions, calwmios ond provoccitions oagrinst you,. o

4,- Cortcin of you point out thot the forces of tho PSR were insufficiont
to oonduwet the struggle in Erussels fruitfylly. We clso belicve that o change
of ottitude is obviously ncoessary, thet our foroes must be strained for cn one
lergod propogendn among the msses, clthough wo do not underscstimcto the diffie
oultics vhich will be cnoountered clong this path, The PSR pescs for itgclf pro-
pogonde tosks omong the mngscs. These tasls connot be well corried out if the
orgenization continues to live on onolosed’ existonce, witheut o dcf%nite plon
of work, inclined to woigh the possibilitics of the ‘vorious tendencios vhich grae
vitote townrd our poriphery imstoad of constituting itself o living current, oom-
bative ond irith attractive povor, which con bocome o subjective foctor in the
ovolution of ‘the prolotorint.” Bub these renl weclmosses of your Brussels federa~
tion ore no exouse for your zrove misbelo, , . .

Buf, on the othor hond, the 8russcls federnbion would hewve hud on exocllent
opportunity to rcinforcé itself oomsiderchbly. Tk, too, is why e reg?ct’chat
the Brusscls federntion, spokesmon for the indopendent ticket- volminrily re-
nounced wtilizing tho mjority, vhich it had coquired through o chcrpndum throughe
out the porty, to present this tioket, and ghus tale cdventego of ™n prraordinary
oppordurity to cmorgo fro: its isolation. Supported by the resul?s pf the referene
dun, it oould hove begun the proparatery propagandauwork,Vcollcctlng;dfo gcocssaryﬁﬂo
signotures, vhioh would have permitted it to oome intO-personalroontacu wath.maqy;
morkers cnd to oxplain to them our. slogons cnd our progroine. Bus on %he.contrary,
tho Brusscls federntion ronounced cll cctivity, thus proventing the natlongl con-
foronce.of the PSR from prenovncing itself on the basisAbf.cxpor%enqo a?qulrod ?n
the proparctory work. It does not suffice to bo qorre?t, if by 1nd?oii}on ond ine
notivity onc cncourcges those vho hovo yovercd, Vhat is imporkont in the cleotions
is not so mmwch the vote itsclf cs the work of preparation ond proPagandaLlcading
up to it, To utilize the erroneouvs dcoisionlon_thc voge itsclf 2s a pretext for

oing ony work is +to founder in electoralism onesclf. _ ‘ .
¥ d5.-gi§£%his lottor we imnt nbove all to ploce you on gunrd ugoinst the e?fors
whieh ocn weigh hoavily on the fubure of the party, Aotually‘thc errors oceomzittod
ocn be corrccted., Dut persistenco on tho prosont poatn wculdhlnevitdglz lgad ﬁo
groye GORSCQUOICCS, TOUr Orrors IMY retoin on 0pisod;c character. Hubt the po}i-
ticnl srgucents roisod by the majorivy,mey lead the party towerd o fotel politi=-
ool position,” If tomorrow o "populer Tront" is also orcated in Bolgium, vibioch in
it onrly stoges will cortoinly be on cldvorsery of Ven Zeclond and~§paa%, w@ab.
wowld be the cttitude ef the pertisans of "compremiscmonpitulstions™? 'Aftei o
sorics of escillations, the Dritish ILP, the SAP, -wound up by sinking 1n§o the
#. Kneoling bafora Blum will not mave iarceau Pivert from dishonorable ruin.
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popular frent, Tho POTI: lies alsa ir the orbit ef this polioy of ruin ond
tronsen. This danger would throcten the PSR Af tho ship is net rosolutely -
turnod sbout., That is what ovory BolshovikwLeninist must havo censtontly im
mindl = - : . -
 Ba= To clorify this quostiwn complotoly, it is nocessary to explain thot the
oscillotions of tho PSR on the Spanmish question helpod ta loy the ground for yowss
inst docisions., Your paper, despito numereus intornotienal disoussions,.covered
up ond in o oortain measure defended the worst nmistales of the PCUM. In this
mottor roticenco avails little., The Lutte Ouvriere of Belsium tried to rehabdlie
tato tho oriminnl taotics of Nin-Gorlin, 1t presented the mest ambiguovs plirdses
ond spoeches of the POUM locdars as thoso of the "IV Intormational tendexcy's.
And ot tho samo time tho oditorial stoff refused te publish tho reselutions ‘of
tho Intornational Burocu en tho Spanish quostians " Any politicol approntice wild
wderstond thot an orroneaus atiéitude tovmrd the movenment of the worlking masses
of Spain has lod you into an error rogerding the movonont of tho mmsscs in Babgium
 Tem Your false ewvnluntion of the Brussels. ¢lection yms mado en tho scmo day.
that your notiopal cenference, by a vory slight mmjority, dccided upon tho orche
tion of o now, trade, union conter,  This xnjerity explained tho veto for. Vo Lo
land by tHO IOnerovelwtionory situntions At tho samo timo it justifiod the. tbad
wiion split by the rovolwtionsry sitwntion (strikos dooidod in the stroots cnd .
frotorics, cto.) At béttem, thesc are two.aspoots of tho scino attitudes .Trade.
wion wltra-leftism s only the rovorse sido of so-oclled cloctoral ocoxmpromiga.
Fortwintoly it ig only in cortoin losclitios of Borinoge thot your slogen Loxr the
orontion of now trode wnions is boing folluweds This faot shows at tho scgub ‘time
thot your loecl porspective hos enrricd you awmy {in tho trode wion guestisn e
in tho oleootoral gquostion) from tho natiomnl tnd -intornational intorosts ¢f ewr
movorent, : L
Wo lmow that it is tho refermist loaders who cxpel our best cemrcdos from .
the wniéns, vho provoko thom, chbos... But the unrions gothor togéthor the mnss, of
workers, ond the nppocl fer the orcctivn ef a now union oontxr, ceven if onc bopw
tisos it as witarien, ccmnot bo undorst o@l save as on cocopicnco of split, cvem
58 o proveection to split., Intermational oxperionco, in Gormoay, Franco., obe
has clroady sottlod this quostion, The orgonizatien of soporato unions loods fom.
tally 46 the orystallizatien of sootorian burcauercoics, oleetorcl olicntcles, tnd
brocks tho wnitod front of the proloterict. The struggle for wnity within the
wited wnions involvos tho strugglo cgoinst soctorian burcoucracics, oagainst eleve
toral elionteles, for the waited front of the workors. ' Co
It is a strugglo which denrnds storificos. DBut, os we have alrcedy writbom,
it merges into tho struggle ngeinst the beurgeols state cpparatus, cnd it is alee
ready on approntiocship for illegnl cotion cgoinst tho wmr cnd tho sacred unlon .
The PSR must threw off this tootic mndor pain ef dolivering o fotel blow to Lom
self. In this cose too0, cortain of your loadors hevo yiolded to o loocl ourroat#
on overy eccasion, instodd. of atriving to oriont it, docs not porait eno Lo booemo
a redl preolotorian guido, - : ‘ ; ) : »
¥o vAll not teuch hero on tho ergonizational questiens now wdor discussien
in your partys. The tusk of tho Inbornationnl Burcau is to nid the PSR to surmewst
the prosent orisis. Wo tlercfere confime ourselwes to polnting out seme of the
measures irmmedintoly necessary, o 4 : o :
&) It is accossary to cstoblish i open tribumg.. on the prebleoms undor dise
cussion, net only in %l indernal bullotTn but in ho Lutto Owvricro cnd in Rove=
lution. The press must be odited colloctively. Wo ask thet you publish this
TCHTOr in tho "UW0." nt the same time thoet you open the discussion dribune te cll
tho mombers of tho party. : ; ’ ) _ -
b) Whon the disoussion is sufficiontly wnder wmy, it will bo nccossary te
prepero o corgress of tho party, vhioro ¢ho real mejority of tho porty i.0., of
tho aotivo members, will bo ohle to geb oclecre ) : _
¢) The trado walon work :must be follomod doy by day, and corrceted em tho
bosis of oxporieonco. : T s Lo
the detrimsnt of the general. inters:st of .the proletarist. But to £&llo¥ the
current : ' , ' '
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In gonerzl it is zat by abstroet discussions but tliraugh oxperionce in strugrlo
thot difforeices cre susethod out, T party ccimoet bar before lecal situne
tions,

d) Fvery rosignntion must bo condomned os c desertion, Colluctive oxe
pericence perrits orrers to be cerructed, cad thc read o sueccss lies through
colluctive cxperiucice,

o) It is uccossary ta rovigo the trade wion tootics and to rerigo tho
ostimnte of POUdst policy in Spain; thnt is tho road tewmrd corrcotiont

THE BUREAU FOR THE IV INTEANATIONAL



