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This is the sceond cdition of thc thosos and resolutions adopted by tho
first intcrnational Conforcnce for the 4th Internntionnl, I% becanc
neeessary booausce tho first edition issuod by tho Workors Party of Cone-
ada had beon oompletely sold out in Amories and many coarados have as
yet had no opportunity to road thor.

INTRODUCTION

On July 29, 30, and 31, 1936 tho first Intormatiomal Conforcnce for tho
Fourth Intomational wns held in Gonova on the initiativo of tho Inmternatiomal
Seerotarint of tho International Comiunist Loague (Bolshcvik-Loninists). Repreosant-
od there were tho organizations of tho following countrios: France by four delegntés
(2 for tho Intornationalist “orkors Party, 2 for the Revolutionary Socialist Youth,
affiliated with tho INP); Belgiun by four dolegates (2 for the Rovolutionary Soc-
ialist Action ond 2 for the Intcrnationalist Cormwunist Leaguo (Trotskyists) which
ore about to fuso into onc); Holland by ono from tho Revolutionary Socialist
Workers Party ~ RSAPs England by twe dologr.tos and two obscrvers; Switzorland by
onc dologate fror tho Zurich Morxist Action Gernony by two dolopntos fronm the
Intornationalist Comxmmnists of Gdrmany (IKD); Italy by ono dologatoes In nddition,
thero wore presont a ropresontative of tho Bolshuvik=Loninists 6f tho USSR, a
reprosontative of the Intermationnl Scerctariat of tho IOL(BeL), tho infornationil
Youth Sccrotary of the ICL(B=L) as woll as obsorvors from North Anorien, Invitod,’
but unnblo to ¢one for mterinl ‘roasons, woro: Tho BolshovikeLoninists of Austria,
Czochoslowakia, Rumanin, Groceo, Poland, Basol (Switzorland), anothor English group,
as woll 'as tho Loninist Young Guard of Holland (youth of tho RSAP) for spoecinl
roagonse, Tho rclatively briof timo for preparations, the particularly great 4iffi-
cultics arising out of thc distoncos and tho neod of lirniting the conferonce for
roasons of logality to a minimm of dologatos, did not permit the invitation ond
the roproscntation of othor organizations of tho 4th Intcrnationsl throughout the
worlds Tho BolshovikeLoninists of thé following countrios arc éspceinlly meahts
Bulgarin, Demmark, Spain, Lithuanie , Moxico, Chinn, Austinlia, South Africe,
Brazil, Argentine, Chile, Cuba, Poru, Bolivia, Porto Rico, Indo~Chinn, Coxmissionocd
by the conforonoo, the now Intcrnatiomal Soorotariat cddrossos to all thosc scotions
of tho Fourth International, to all its sympathizing organizntions, as woll as to
individual comrndes in countrics not listod, the oxprossion of our vmrn solidarity
in their cormon strugglc - the desirc that the work of this first conforonoco also
oxprossos thoir opinion and their will, and thot it will bec a uscful contribution
to thoir work ond devolopmont « tho rogucst that thoy pronounce thomsclves as soon
as possible on tho results of tho conforoncc and to draw still closor “hroir ivie
tornationnl contaot = in the hope that aftor a broader proparation, o first consti-
tuont congross of tho Fourth Intcrnational will soon mect for cor.ion worl,

It wos tho ain of this first conforineé o gothor togother thé international
forces of thc Fourth Intornational in a new, cohesive orgonization, to provido
thon with a s0lid idoological crmanent and to creste a now international center,
broador ond abler to work, It signifies cithor the dircet affilintion to tho
rovonont for tho Fourth Intormationnl of organizations which up to now worc not
formlly adhorents of tho ICL(B~L), or ar inportant step towards the wunifiecdtion
of thc forces of the Fourth International ir tho countrios whore, up to now, scv-
oral groups, scparated by tnetical differoncos, existods The International Cone
runist Loaguc (BeL) consos to cxist os such and is integrated into the now movenent,
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‘Below wo publish all the theses, rosolutions and appeals adopted by tho conro -
croc, os well as tho documonts preserted by the confercnoe for study &) Locd'r:

(9]
“cn is tho "Thesis on the low Revolubionary Upsurge and tho Tasks of tho I'tivs,
Lierrabionnl", tho oorforenee having considercd it as its main task +o drarr /o ..
groutest atfontion of the internationanl organization and of +ho vorid prolosariat '
vo tho revolutionnry situation in Spain, in Francc dnd in Belgium, whichk iz of
d2zisive importence for all of theme All the theses, resolutions and s“udics are
subnitted here to tho natioral organizations reprogonted at the confercrec or not,
to the conmrndes sympathizing with our movencent ond +o all the labor orgonizations
throughout the world for disoussion, for the purposc of taking a position snd of ocone
firming ‘thome ‘

Aocording to the "Rulos" ndoptod by the oonfnroﬁoe, published bélow, tho latter
noxed, in addition to a Goneral Council for the Fourth Infornational, a Burcau and
an Intornationnl Scerctariat for the Fourth Intornationnl,

The oonference designatod a commission +o olabornte.n draft progrom in three
nouths, following which an internntionnl discussion lasting for fowr wmonths will
take place, after which the firsé oongross of the 4th International will cdopt a
final editing of tlie progrom as the Toundaiion dooument of the Fourth International,

After the confercnoe for the 4th Internationnl, a short international pres
conforsnoe of the youth of various countrics took rjace on August 1, represonting
Franec, Belgium, Erglend and svitzorlend, attended by other delegates from the
noin conference, by a dclegation from the lattor, ard by the intermntional Youth
Sodretary of tho LOI(B=L)e Lftcr Loaring nationnl reports from France, Bolgium,
England, Switzérland and othor countrics, the assombly exprossed its agrcement with
all the thoses, rosolutions aud appoals of the adult oonforonoc and adopted the
theses on the youth published below whioh, 1like all the other docurients, is subwe
nitbed to the study and approvnl of tho intormationnl youth organizations for tho
4th Intornational and the new Youth Internationna 1.

The assombly charged o cormission with. the vrork of propﬁring v €hin throo nonths
the draft of a progrom for the now revolutionary Youth Intornationnl,

The youth assombly had only o provisional charactor and it vms wnaninously
deoided to coivene an international oonference for the new rovolutionary Yoéuth
International, whioh the youth orgarizations and groups of Holland, Polard,
Denmark, Austria, Czcchoslovalda, Chile, Spain and Greeoc, among others, will A
attond, For the transitional perlod, a Commission for the New Youth International,
composed of nine members (seven ith voting rights), who are the leadirg represen~
tatives ‘of the youth in five countries, as well as an emeoutive bureau ef Bur
members, were clcotoed, with their geat in tho same locality as the In‘ernational
Seorctariat for the Iourth International.

THE INTERIATIONAL SECRETARIAT
for the Fourth International,

¢ sco MB, on the front paso,



THi PO TOIVOLITTION Y UPSURE T A
T T/003 OF Thy POUDTH INTEUTATTONAL

l, 7The June stiriikes o»én a nev neriod in the internel
develo-mnent of France and Belgium, They will without doubt call
forth not only & further sharpening of the class struggle in Lhese
countries, but also, in due course, mass movements over considerable
part of Burone, includimg Great Britein, possibly even outside Turope,
Thus the Snanish Revolution ceases to be igoleted,

2¢ The June sivrikes have shown how much indignation and
readiness for struggle hsve accuwrilated, under the deesptively passive
exterior, in the nroletarian messcs of the towns and countryside
during the years of crigis and reaction, ‘They have diseloged the
sympatlyy of the broad messes of the urben pétty-bourgeois and of the
peasantry with the struggles of the workers, Finally, they have shown
the extreme instebility of the whole regime, the lack of self-confi-
dence of:the ruling clesses, their vecillations between Leon Blunm end
De Le Nocquee "hese three conditions: the reediness for struggle of
the whole of the proletariet, the accute dissatisfaction of the lower
streta oT the petty-bourgeoisie, the confusion in the cerp of finance
capital, provide the basic prereruisites for the proleterian revolu-
tion, .

'8e The militent offensive of the Masses has assuned, this
time also, the characteér of & senercl strike, Pertiael, trede-unionist
demends, 1rportent in thenselves, were, for the workers, the necessary
means by which, after the long poried of irmiobility, the broedest pos-
g8ible nasses could be eroused and untieé against the bourgeoisie end
its state, A general girike, opening & period of revolutionary struge-
gles, cannot but unite trede-unionist. end partial demands with the
general, though es yet unclearly formulated tasks of the whole class,
In this union lies the strength of the. general strike, the guarantee-
of unity between the advance-guard and the broad nasses of the class,

‘ 4s Our French section durins recent years hes-nlaced the
~general strilie in the centre of its propaganda, In distinction from
all other parties and groups speaking in the name of the working classg,
the French Dolshevik-Leninists appraised the situation in time as a
pre~revolutionary one, correctly understood the symhtonatic signifi-
cance of the strike outbursts ot Erest and “Youlon and desnite the cease~
less ettacks of the opportunists and sociel-patriots (5710, CP, CCL)
.and the opposition of the centrists (}Marfceau Pivert, stc,) prepared
by their agitetion for a general strike., On Tertile soil & hendful
of seed gives a big yield, Thus, under the conditions of social cris-
is and of the indignetion of the messes, a small organization, noor in
material resources, but armed with correct s8logens, hes exercised an
undoubted influence upon the course of revolutionary events, ''he
furious persecution of the Bolshevik-Leninists by the whole capital-
ist, social-democratic, Stalinist and trade unionisi press tosether
with the repressions of the police and’ judges of Leon blum, serve as

an external.confirmation of this_truth.

' 5. liot one of the official workers! organizations, either
.In France or in Belgiwm, desired the strucgle, he striles srose
against the wishes of the trade unions and of botlh Darties, Only
confronted with an accoiplished fact did the official Londers "TCOQLe
nize" the strike, in order all tho more reedily to strepaloadcy
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But go fer therc has only been the question of a comperatively “peace-
Tvl® movenent, under slogens of vertial demends, Cen it be doubtand
even for a moment that during the period of onen struggle for novier
the epnarriug of the Jecond ead “hiré Internationels vill be, as wen
the cease with perties of the "meeicn fiocciel Revolutionaries ond Mei-
sheviks in 1917, fully at the disposal of The bourzeoisie egningt the ’
proletcriat? e neceegsity for & new internationel, es a world baxiy
of.the nroletarien revolution is oNCE riore irrofutably proved by the
events in i'rence and Delgiua,

6, levertheless the direct and immediaste result of the i
great June strike-wave is the exceptionally rapid grovth of thé old
crgrnizetions, This fect is historicclly fullv understendsble. Thus . i
the lensheviks and Socicl-Revolntionaries grevy feverishly efter the i
February Revolution of 1917 which they, as social-patricts, had not |
wented during the war, and CGerian CJocial Merocrecy expendec rapidly
after the November Revolution of 1918 which tool plece ageinst its
will., DBefore exposing their bankruncy before the whole class the
oppertunist parties become for a short time the réfuge of the very
widest masses, <“he repid growth of the Socialist, and especially of
the "Cormwnist® Perty in I'rence is a sure symotom of a revolutionary
crisis in the country and prenares at the scme time the deeth crisis
of the »nerties of the Second ond '"hird Internationels,

No less significent is the unprecedentedly rapid growth of
the trades unions in France, ‘'hile epparently increasing the weight
and importence of the united reformist-Stnlinist trode union general
staff (Jouhaux, Racrriond, etc,) the influx of nillions of new workers
and employees in actuacl Tact undermines the very basis of the conser-
vative trede union enperctus,

7. Greot ness roverients nre the best tests of theories and
progremmes, The June strikes show how folse are the ultro-left, sec-
tarian theories that the trude unions have “outlived" their tire and
must be rénlaced by other orgmnizations or that it is necessary to
bulld now, "genuine" trade unions alongsice the o0ld conservetive ones,
In ectucl fact during o revolutionary epoch the struggle for econcmic
dencnds end for sociel legislation does not cease but, on the contrary
expands to an unheard-of extent, “he hundreds of thousdnds and mil-
lions of workers who heve swerned into the trade unions, destroy rcu-
tine, sheke loose the conservetive eppeoratus, éllow the revolution-
ary party to build its frections in the unions, to gein influence and
successfilly to struggle for the leading role in the trode union
movenient, A revolutionery narty which is incrpeble of carrying on
gystemoiic end Buccessful work in the trede union orgchizetions will
be yet rore imcepable of crenting its own trede unions, All such
attempts are doomed to Tellure,

8, Contrery to the cssertions of the lencders of the Second
and Third internatvionals, present day ceopitelisim is clrecdy inceneble
of either giving work tvo e¢ll vorkers or of raising the stcndard of
living of the workers. ¥Yinence cepitcl nasses the costs ol social
reform on to the shoulders of the workers themselves end of the petty-~
bourgeoisié by means of reising prices, open or concealed inflation,
toxes, cte, Uhe esrence of the nresent "Stotism", of stove intor-
ference =both in "democrotic® rnd Trocist countries -~ consists in
geving rotting cepitelism ct the nrice of lowerinz the living cnd
cultural strndords of the neowle, ITo other :iethca is pnssible upon
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the basis of private property, The programmes of the Peoplets I'ronts
of Trance and Spain and that of the Delzian Coalition are & deliber-
ate nirage and deception, the nremaration of a new disillusioning

of the working masses,

. 9, The complete hopelessnass of the position of the petty-
bourgeoisie under the conditions of rotting cgpitalism meens, desvite
the shameful theories of "social harmony’ of Leon Blum, Vandervelde,
Dimitrov, Cechen & Co,, that total reform$ in fevour of {the nroletar-
lat, unstable and deceitful in themselves, accelerate the ruin of the
srall nroprietors of the towms and countryside end push them into

the arms of ffascism, A gerious, profound and lasting union of the
proletariat with the netty-bourgeois masses as oprosed to parlieren-
tary combinations with the Radical exploiters of the vetity-bourscedsis-
ie, is possible only on the basis ot revolutionary progremme, i,e,
the seizure of power by the proletariat™ rd & revolution in nronerty
reletions in the interests of all the toilers, 'The "Peonlels l'ront,
as a coalition with the bourgecisie, is o brake on the revolution and
‘a safety va}ve for imperialism,

10, The first step to an ellicnce with the pevty-bourgeois-
ie is' the breaking up of the bloci: with the bourgeois-ladicals in
Frence and Spain, the block with the Catholics end Liberals in Del-

g iun, etec, It ig necessery to explain this truth, on the basis of
experience, to every Socialist and Communist worker., Such is the
central task oi the rorient, The struggle against reforiism end Gtale
inism is at the presént staze a struggle above all sgeinst s block

- with the bourgeoisie, Ior the honest unity of the workers, aseinst
dishonest unity with vhe exploltersy oOut with the bourseoisie from
the Peonle's Trontl Dovm with the capitelist ministers}

11, At present it is only possible ©o guess at the temmo
of the coming revolutionary develonmenis, Shanks %o exceptionel con-
ditlons (the defeat in the lar, the peasant problem, the Bolghevik
Party), the Nuessian Devolution corpleted its ascent - from the over-
throw of ebsolutisn to +the conquest of power by the proletariet -
in eight months, 7Dut even in this chort period it Imnev the ored
Ap ril demons*tration, the July defeast in Petrograd end the attemni:
of. Kornilov to carry out a counter-revolutionary couv in August,
The Spanish levolution hos lasted vith ebbg and flows for five vesrs
already. During this neriod thLe workers and poor weasants of {main
have disnlavec guch mesnificeny volitical instinet, heve develosed
80 nuch energy, devotion and heroism Thet state nKover vouléd have been
In their hands long ego if the leadershin had even to a emall excent
corresnonded to the politicel situation and the militart gualities of
the proletariet, 'The “rue seviors of Joenish cenitaelism were not and
renain not Zaroras, not Azana, not Gil lobles, but the Socislist, Con-
nunist and Ancrchist lesders of their organicetions,

2e¢ 'The seme now cpplies to Yrance and 3elgiume. If the
party of Leon Blum was really Socialist it might, basing itsel? upon .
the genercl strike, heve overthrovm the bourgeoisie in June, alrosy
without civil wer, with the ninimm of disturbonce end of sacrifices,
But the party of Blun is a bourgeols party, the younger brother of
rotten radicelisn, If, in its turn, the “Corrmnist® party hed eny-
thing in corrion withn Cormunism, it would from the very first éday of
the strike linve corrected its criminal r:istelte, broken off its fatel
block with the lindicals, called the workers %o theo creetion of fgetory

?
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cormmaittees ond soviets cnd thus cestoblished in the country e vegime of
dunl nower os %ile ghorternt cnd surest bridge to the cictatorship ol
the proleveriat, BDut in actucl fact the coporatus of the Cormannias
Parvy is merely one of thc tools of I'rench Inmerialisn, “he oy to
the fture fate of Jhein, Irance cnd Belgiun is the nroblem of revo-
lutionary lecdership,

13, he seme conclusion follows from the lessons of inter~
nationcl policy, from the ro-called “struggle ageinst weary in varticu-,
lar., 4Yhe social-patriots end the centrists, eusnecially the Freuch
ones, justify their kow-towing to the League of Netions by +the nesgiv~
ity of the messes, esveciclly by the unreadiness of the masses 16
apply a boycott to Itely during her robher etieck unon Abyssinia,

The seine ergurent.is uded by pecifisie ol the }Meaxton tyne in order to
hide their prosirations. In the light of the June events it becomes
especinlly clear that the nosses did not reect to the inlernational
provocations ol the irperialists simply heceuse thoy verc Geceived,
lulled to sleep, aeld back, paralysed cnd Ceiorclized by the leacder-
ships or their ovm orgenizations, If tihe Uoviet “rade Uniongs hed
given vinely exermle by boycotiing Itely, the rovenent would, like

a preiric fire, have inevitebly enbreced the whole oi Iurope, the
wiole world encC et once hecome nenacing to the inbericliste of &ll
countries, But the Soviet burescucracy forbede r~nd utifled 211 revol-
utionary initietive, replecing it by the prostration of the Corintern
before iferriot, Leon 5lun end +he League of Wations, “he »nroblem of
the inteinctionel policy of the nroleteriat, like thet of the in-
ternal oolicy, is a »roblem of yevolutiong;y leacershin,

14, Jvery real mass roverient freshens the otmosphere like
a storm, end at the seme tine destroys every kind of political fiction
and smbiguity, In the light of the June evenis the slogen of “unit-
ing" the two internationals, vhich are alresdy sufficiently united
in betraying the interests of the proletariat, end the homeopathic
recinies of the London Sureau (the 2% Internaiional) vhich vecillates’
between all possible courses of policy and alweys nicks out the worst,
apneer pitiable and contemntable, i

“he June events heve exnosed at the saile vine the corplete”
bankruntey of enerchisi and of so-celled “revolutionary syndicelismv,
lieither one nor the other, so far ac they actuelly exist uvon ihis
earth, forsay the evenis or helped o “renare thert, 'The propagenda
for a general strike, for factory comittees, for vorkers' contrél,
has béen exclusively carried on by a politicel organizacvion, i.e. a
Party, It could not be otherwise, whe mnacs orgenizetions of =he vork
ing clasc remein nowerless, uncecided and lost, if they ave nol in-
spired and led Torvmrd by a firnly welder together venguard, ‘he
necessity for e revolutionery »orty is shown ith new force,

15, "hus, all the tasks of the revolutionary struggle un-
failingly lead to one vask - the creetion of a new wreally revolution-
ary leadershin, cenable of dezling vwith the tesks and nossibilities
of our epoch, Direct participetion in the moveitent of the masses,
bold class slogens telken to their logical conclusion, an indenendent
banner, irreconcilebility towerds comnronises, nercilesshness toverds
traitors, here lies the rocad ot the Iourth Internctional, It is
both cmusing and absurd to discirss whether iv ig yet tine to “found:
it., An intérnetional i not “Tounded" like ~ coonerative, bLut crected
in struggle., The June days »rovide snd answer to tlie nedents vio
discusgs itg “tinmeliness?, “here ig no rocm Tor further discussion,



-7

l€s The bourgenisie seeks its revenge, A new social con-
flict whielk is being deliberrtely brepared in the generrl gtatfs of
big cepital will undoubtedly esscume Irom the very first the cherecier
of & lerge-scale provoecation or series of provocations directed et
the workers, At the sene tine tile “disgolved" fescist orgenizeations
are meking feverish preparations, ‘'"he collision of the two ceipg in
Frence, Delgium and pain i1s absolutely inevitable, “The more the
leaders of the People's Front “recouncile' the clsss antagonising end
dampen the revolutionery struggle, the nore exslosive snd convulsive
charecter will it assuie in the immediste future, the more gacrifices
it will ceuse, the more defenscless the srolevariet will find itself
ageingt fesecian,

17, The sections of ike Fourth International clearly end
distinctly see thig dangoers  They onenly viern the proleturiat 8f it,
They teszch the edvance-gunrd to orgenize itself and *+o DTENATre,

At the geme tiie they contermtuously reject the policy of washing
their hands of regpongibility; they identify their fate with the fate
of the sgtruggling :ieeges, hovever seveie nay be tho blows which fall
on then in the coning ronths and yeers, They participate in every

act of stuggle in order *o bring to it +the utnost possible clority

and organization, “hey tirelcessly dall for the creation of factory
eommittees and soviets, Yhey unite with the best workers brought to
~the top by the movenéni and hend in hand with them buile the new revo-
lutionary leadershin,

Jy their exarmple and criticism, they sneed the formetion
of & revolutionary wing in the old perties, draswing it closer in the
course of thc 'etruggle and inmvelling 1% clong the roed of the Tourth
Internationel,

Participetion in the living gtruggle, alweys in thoe front
line of fire, work in the trade unions, end the building up of the
party, all go on et tihe sane tlme, mutumlly supnlementing each other,
All tﬁe Tighting slogens - vorkers controll, workers nilitia, the
arming of the viorkers, s govermment ef vorkers end peasants, the soc~
iaelization of the means of oroduction - ere indissolubly bound up
with the creation of viorkers, peasants ~nd soldiers soviets,

-

18, The fact “hat, at the noment of mass stimgegle, the
French Dolshevik-Leninists %ound themselves at once the centre of _
the politicel ettention znd hetred of the clces enemiés is no accidemny;
on the contrery, it unmistaliably indicetes +he future, Bolshevisi,’
which appecrs to be sectarisnism to philistines of all descrirtions,
in actuel fact unites ideologicel irreconeilebility with the zrcet-
est sensitivenéss with regard to moverents of the masses, Ideolog=-
ical irreconcilability itself ic nothing else than the purcing of the
consciousness 6f the advenced workers iTom routine, inertia, irres-
olutendss, i.84., the éducation of the eévance~guard in the spirit of
the boldess déclsions, prenering i% to particinate in the relentless
mass struggle, '

19, Mot = single revolutionary grouping in world history
has yet experienced such terrible pressurc as the groujning of +he
Fourth International, The Corraurnist lienifests of lfarx and Ingele
spoke of the forces of the "Dope and thé T'sar... Irench Radicals and
German police' unitéd sgainst Cormwnigrie Irom this list only the
Tser is now missing, But the Stelinist bureaucracy is e for more
threetening and treacherous obsiecle on Lhe road of the world rcvol-
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ution than autocratic Vsar once was, The Comintern covers a »Holicw
0 gocial-patriotisem and lMenshivism with the authority of the (¢ .bver
Pewolution end the banner of Lenin, The world agency of GPU i« ai..
rendy, hand in hand with the police of "friendly" imperialist couti~
ir.es, carrving on systenetic work against the Fourth Invernaticn.l,
Ir. the event of the outbrealk of war the united forces of fmerielisn
end Stalinism will inflict unon the revolutionary internetionalisis
Lraeasurebly niore furious persecutions then those which the senerals
of the Hohenzollerns together vith the social-democratic buschers,
inflicted in their time upon Luxenherg, Liebknecht end their sunoort-
ers,

20s The sections of the Tourtlh Internstional are not fright-
ened either by the irmensity of the tesks, the furious hatired of their
enemies or even by their own smellness in numbers, Even now the strug-
gling nmasses, without yet being cdénscious of it, stend much nearer to
us than to their official leaders., Undcr the biows of coming events
in the workers' movement there will takc nlace an ever more rapid and
far-reaching regroupment, In France the Jocialist Perty will be
squeezed out of the ranks of the proletariet, In the Corrwunist Paxrty
& series of splits mey surely be cxpected, In the unions there will
be created 'a nowerful left movement susccptible to the slogans of
Bolshevisme, In another form identical »rocesses will tale plece in
other countrlees also drawn into the revolutionary orisis, ‘he organ~’
izetions of the revolutionary edvance-guard will ceesc to be isdlated,
The slogans of Bolshevisn will become the slogans of the nésses, The
coming epoch will be the epoch of the Fourth Internationel,
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“"he collision oi the two camps in Freance, Belgium and

Opain is absolutely ineviteble, 7The more the leaders of the Peonlets
Front "réconcile “ the class antagonisns and dampen the revolutionary
struggle, the more explosive end convulsive character will it assume
in the immediate future, the more sacrifices it will cause, and the

. more defenseless the proleteriat will find itself ageinst Tfascisam, "
{see ebove, paragreph 16,) The events have brought & confirmation

of this prediction even before the present theses could be published,

The July days deepen and sudplenient the lessons of the June
days in France with exceptional force, For the second time in five
yeers the coalition of the labor parties with the rédical bourgeoisie
has brought the revolution to the edge of %he abyss. Incapable of
solving a single one of the tasks posed by the revolution, since ell -
these tesgks boil down to one, narmely, the crushing of the bourgeoisie,
the People's Front renders the existence of the bourgéois regime im-
possible and thereby provokes the Fascist coup d'Tiat, By lulling
the workers and peasants with parliamentary illusions, by varalyzing
thelr will to struggle, the People's Front creates the favorsble cone
ditions for the victory of Fascism, The policy of coelition with the
bourgeoisie must be peid flor by the nroletariat with veers of new
torments and sacrifice, if not by decade¢s of Fascist terror.

The Peonle's Front %overnment reveals its total inadequeoy
precisely at the most critical rioment; one ninisterial crisis follow§
the other because the bourgeois RNadicals fear the armed workers rore \.
than they do the Fascists, The civil wer takes on e lingcring char-
ecter, VWhatever the immediate outcome of the civil war in Spain ney

\
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be, it strikes & derih blow et the People's Tront in France end other
countries, It must hencefort: become cleecT o every TFrench worker
that the bloc with the Nndicels eignifies the icgel preparation of

a nilitary coup U'Riet LY the Treanch Cencrel Sucff under cover of the
Minister of ilar Dalcdicr,

The aGiinistrative dissolution of the Fascish Lecgues wihile
the bourgcois stete apnaretus isg mdintained, is, as thce Spanish ex~
amdle showz, a lie and a decention, Only the armed workere can resist
Faccism, The conguest of power by the »roleteriat ie possitle only
on the road of éried insurrection againsi the state apnaretus of
the Lourgeoisie, “he siiashing of this epnaratus and 1ts replacenent
by worler, soldier and weasant councils ig the necegsary condition
for the fulfilment of tihoe sotiglist progrem., l/ithout the ceryying
out of these tesks, the proleteria’t and tle petty bourgeoisie have
no wey out or riisery and need or of being saved from the rew wer,
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1he Invernetionsl Buresu for Revolutionary Socialist Unity

{"London Dureau®) and the Fourth International

The re-armament of Germanv and the Itelien invasion of Lb~
yssinie rmark the end of the post-war epoch and the official begin-
ning of & new pre-wer epoch, With the gtrike movement in France aend
Belgium in June 1936 a new revolutionary wave cet in, All opnortun-
ist, social-netriotic and eentristepasifist narties end grouns are
now ceught "in & wedge between the anprosching war and She approaching
revolution, ‘“Le first result will be the erushing of the solinter-
grouns which sre federated in the so=0eolled London Bureau,

The events of the sast two yeers have fully establiched
the Jlarrian eveluation of  the parvies and thc groups of the London
Bureen os conserveiive-centriegt organizetions which arce utterly
incapable of resisting the vressure of reaction and clievvinisii,
The merc ciumeration of the fwets renoves every shedow of doubt on
this point,

The S.A.P., tle drivinm force of the London federetion,
incited e split in the Dutth R.S.4.P, for +she sole purnose of arag-
&ing this »Harty into a road of centrisng it entered into the Peownlels
Tront of the CGermen enigration, the most lifeless, miscroble end
deceptive of all the Peonle's Tronts; it undertook the hypocritical
defense of the tvelinist bureaucracy agrinst the BDolshevik-Leninists
and in réality wepod o etriggle exelusively ageinst the Fourth Inter-
national, :

‘he T,L.,P, nttemnted in the Itglo-Abyssinian conflict to
teke & correct princinled position, Ilowever, the pacifist-parlice-
mentory clique of liaxton & Co. which rcgerds the party merely ce o
hendy tool, forecd it by nmeans of o rude ana brutcl ultimetur beck
into pacifist'prostration and¢ at the same time the porty cdopted
specinl mensures against e "fretions", i.e, in effeot agninst the
revolutionary iierxicn wing. In connection with the problem of the
USSR the I.,L,P, fails t6 distinguish between the October Revelubion
and the Boneportist burcaucracy, keeps silent about the criies of the
bureaucracy and in particular herelds the servile corppilation of the
Webbs which 1s caleculcted solely to leed the woriers astray s to
the rocl wnys ond methods of the proletecrian revolution,
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The Spanish narty of "darxist Unity" put in the forefront
ef its platform the "denocratic~-socialist revolution” and thereby
abandoned utterly the theory of Marx cnd Lenin and the lessons of the
O.otobe? Revolution, both of vhich demonstrate that the proleterion
revolution cannot develop within the freriework of bouf'eoiS“dcmocracy,
that the "synthesis" of bourgeois democrcey and socinlism is nothing
else but Soeinl-Democracy, that is to say, the orgenized betroynl of
the historic 'interests of the proletariat, In full accord with its
own platform, the party of "Marxist Unity" found its place in the
Spa 1sh Peopie's Front as @ tcil to the kite of the left bourgeois -
parties, wiich include the present president of the Re ublic, Azann,
The subsequent criticism of the People's Front by the geaders of the
Porty does not in the least degree nitigote their crimes, for revo-
lutionn;y periies cre judged by the way in which they eact in nioments
of crisis and fot by whrt they say cbout themselves when once the .
cerisis %g past, During the frteful yerrs of thé Spanish Revolution
the porty of MourineNin showed itself absolutély incapable of passing
from petty-bourgeois talk to proletarian deeds, .

- In Trance the bloo with Doriot who has just founded the -
"french People's Party" now thet the Fasoist Leagues are dissolved; ~
and Marceau Pivert. againsft the Fourth International quickly nenifested
its reactionary character, ‘rhe mayor of Salnt~Denis, Doriot, under
whose protection the lateat conference of the London Buresu Look place,
very soon thereafter passed over with his organization into the oamp
of reaction, lerceau Piver:t functions today as the special agent of
Leon Blum in matters relating to the Left - Leon Blum who through the
bourgeois police confiscetes the only revolutionary paper in Frence
and countenances the prosecation of the followers of the Fourth In-
ternetional by bourgeois Judges,

It is unnecessery to make any speciel observation with re-
gard to the Swedish party which does not pass beyond the framework
of provincial pacifism, not to mention the Italian Meximalists the
groups im Polenéd, Rumania and Bulgaria, which do ndt possess tﬁe -
slightest qualitative or quantltative significance,

The Stockholm Youth Bureau affiliated to the London Bureau
carries on the politics of the S,A,P, i.,e, of equivocation and falsge-
hood which has an especially demorali&ing and perniéious effect on
the Hew generation of revolutionaries, 7The real character of the
Stockholm Bureau may be best indicated by the fact that, in order to
pursue ummolested its firiendly politios towards the worst opnortunist
and. patriotie groupings, it took upom itself to expéll from its own
ranks the representative of the Bogshevik-Leninists who was in the
minority in the Burezu and sought for himself only éhe right of free
criticiame Dy this ect the leeders of the London anéd Stockholm
Bureaus have showm even to the politically blind that there neither
1s nor can be a plece in these organizations for revolutionsries,

The internéational conferences of both these Bureaus repre-
sent half diplomatic, half parliementary institutions ané esgemblages
after the image of tﬁe Second International but on & mueh smeller
scale, which serve no other burpose than to furnigh right-centrist
orgenizetions a decorative internationsl cover, behind which they
nay pursue their national-opportunist nolitfes, The declarations
and the so-called decisions of the international conferences which
are in themselves thoroughly eclectic, exercise no influence on the
actual course of the affiliated national orgenizations,
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What the “International Morxion basis® and the “revolu-
tidnery homogcneity™ proncgeted by these conferences, really enmounts
to, 1s shown in the fect that no egreerient exists in this nidzet
Internétional on a single cuestion of prizeciple or of political ect-
uality, In the Italo-Abyssinian conflioct, for exemple, the I,L.P,
of lingland is an onuonent of genctions by the League of Hetions end
condemns any collaboration of the labor novement with the League of
Nations. The Itelian Maximelists, on the other hand, imrlore the
League of Nations, whosé driving force is Englend, to accertuate the
sanctions egseinst Italy. The ~panish gection of the Iondon Bureeu,
for its part, signs the bourzeois nrogran of the Spanish "Penole!s
Front", whioﬁ cells ior a foreign policy in'conformity with the prin-
ciples gnd metuode of the League of Natinns, The sane confuzion
preveils in the position of the London Burcau toward the treacherous
policy of the Ieople's Tront of the Stelinists, Vhile the last ses-~
sion of the Bureau greets the People's I'ront, while the Jpanish sec-
tion has nerticipated in the openish Peonle!s Front, and the Feman:.
and Italien sections particinete in the Peoplet!s Tront comedies
emong the Cemen and Italian emigration, the I,L,P,, and obviously
also the Socidlist Party of Sweden, reject the poliey of the People's
Front for thelr own countries (which they recognize internstionallyy)
The I.L,P, even goes 80 fer a8 to refuse candidetes of the.Labour
party its suvsort against bourgeois candidates, but the london Pur-
eau becomes enthusisstic over the Trench Peoplets Front which elects
bourgeois & la'llerriot to perlisment with the votes of Socialisgts
and Cormmunists,

It is enough to say thet rt the last congress of the N,A.P.
(Norwegian Labor Perty ) in llay 1935, the only mass orzanization af-
filistcd to the Loncéon Buresu, not & single voice of »rotest wes
raised ageinst breaking off reletions of this party with the London
Burecu., This eloquent fect vroves beyond controversy thet connection
with the London Burecu bears o purely noninel charccter which imposes
not the glightest oblisrtion or anyone, vhich does not monifest ite-
self in the inner life of the sections nnéd consequently connot pro~
mote the formetion even of a trace of a left wing,

' The partics of the Londdn Bureru have neither a distinctive
theory, nor o distinctive nolitic, They eke out en existence be-
tween the left wing of the Sécond Internctionel, and the “hird Inter-
national in its newest vhese, e nhagse which reprssents the fraternie
zotlon with theéir own boutgeoisie in the ostensible interest of the
workers' state, the defonse of the democrctic ffatiierlandy, the anti~
fascist péople’s front, etc, Thus they constitutec & new e ition, in
minicture, of the Two end a helf Internationnl. During the nast two
yeers the London Buréau éid not tale o clear revolutioncry nosition
on ¢ single question, hoé né fructifying influence on the labor move-
ment by eny of its cetivity, cnd not only did not cttract the hostile
attention of the Second ond Third Internrtionels, but on the con= _
trory opproxineted them in their baiting of the Tourth Internctionnl,
Today, when the two old Internctionals hrve drown So neor ecch other,
the existence of cn intermedictc Internctional becomes nure nonsense,

‘"he intecrests of the Fourth Internctional, iec. of the
proletoriecn revolution, exclude any compromise in nprinciple ond com-
pliance or tolcration for pertiecs, grouns cnd individual politicians
who constontly nisuse the novies of Meorx, Engels, Lenin, Luxeuburg
and Liebknecht for purposes whioch are in direct Gontrodiction to the
‘1ldecs and actions of thece teachers aond werriers,
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) As the gpeotre of the new war began to teke on flesh and
blood, the London Bureau under the -leadorship of the S,A,P, advensed
the meaningless ‘slogen of o "new Zirmerwrld" in place of the guession
of o Marxist prograrmie, @& bolshevik policy, end the selection of w4
revolutioncry codres, All those who tre frighteped by revoluticnayy
wifficulties, hasten to seize upon this apparently Leninist sicgon.
£ few months heve past and.even the initietors have forgotten +heir
own discovery, The task of building the new international on the
granite foundatiom of principle remeins in all its magnitude, Not-
S0 lightly shall we find our way through this historical situation,

The leaders of the most important drganizations of the
London Bureau are not, adolescents or novices, All have & long His-
tory of opportunism, pacifism and oentr:ist snifting behind then,
Nelther the war, nor the October Revolution, nor the destruction of
the Germen and Austrian proletariat, nor'the treacherous tura cf the
Coudntern, nor the epproach of a new war, has taught them, but
rather hes served to deror#lize them, There i8 not the siightest rega-
son to expect their revolutionary re-educeiion, The direct duty of
proletarien revolutionists is therefore the systematic and uncompro-
nising exposure of the hesitations, the equivocations and the hypooe=
risies of the London Bureeu as the nearest and most immediate ob= ’
stacle in the way of the further building of the Fourth Internetionel,
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DECT HT0), ON -
“he Corviission on Organizetion, ilancetes end tonflictsg,
heving reasc¢ “he esncal o7 i, liolinier »nd hesard the ¢eclaration by’
hin concexnzas his eéroulgion, end havinz heerd %he steteent of
Com, P, »renk for Lhe Minerity Group in “he P.B, 0¥ wle 20I on *“he
expuls o of I, Ioiin‘er end the internal egituetion o1 ke POT -
declercs: :

1. Wrat i1t =zndorces fully *le erxpnulsion oi 1., iolinier
from vne POT on the grounrs oi whe incompetibility of . Ioliner
anc¢ his neviocs wi’l r.embersgh P in eny section cf +he vourih
Internacionaly ) :

2, Thel eny woliticel oz orgenizsvionel collalore-
tion wi“k *, Toliny r in Aany Holiticel or litcrary activity he nay
undertake, is cousrlly inconetible with membership in - he POT or
eny otler ssction of “ile Iourth Internevional; - K

' Se Tlet “he Jlinority Group in itlle POI rwuset hence-
forth coniuet ditself and f11 i g digcugcions in a loval menner,
in reccordance it 1he Cec. sions ant ¢iocinline of the POI and
its leacing indtapces, and the digcisline oi the interane . ional
orgenizaiion,
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RESOLUTION QN TH= NTT-WAR CONGRISS OF THE LOIDON BU ZAU

The "World Congrcss wgainst Jar, Faccism ond Imperialism" snnouncecd
for October 1936 by the “Intcrnational Burcau for Revolution.ry Socizl=
ist Unity" (London Burcru) is, by its vory noture ns will w5 by the come
position of thc org-nizitions which hove indicrted their intuntion to
2ttend, doomed in ~dvancc to impotenee =nd to rn incbility to porform
the functions for which it a”s os*tonsibly bgen convokzd,

The "struggloc “gainst War" connot be conducted s somcthing scpar-
"tS nd cport from the clrss strugglc itsclf, from tho intronsigent stru-
zglc of the prolet-rint ngainst imperinlist ctpitalism, thet is, cgeninst
th~t socirl ordcr which inexor:bly cngendsrs imporic]ist war cnd opprose
sion, which is inconccivable without thesa twin scourges, ny attempt
to conduct n struggle Vrerinst marw by means of “spcci-l mcthods", sep=-
Itz from or 'nbLova" the cl.ss strugglc itsclf is, at best, r crucl
illusion “nd, s = rulc, ~ nalisious decegntion thrt freilitrtos the work
O the impsri-list wnr mongers.  In thls rospoet, ths confercnce c-lled
by thc London Burcau ern only bo o cenricertured rc-cdition of thc nurer-
cus fimsterd-m Congresscs' of the Stnlinists, =11 of which hova finnlly
cnded in the ¢cmp of b rely concerled socirl=-prtriotism,

This conclusion is rc-cnforced by the ex min-tion of the orgcnigzne-
tion 1l composition of the proposcd conferces, Its b-sis is officinlly
stted to b "dirset working cl-ss recsist-nes to w-r tnd the rofuszl of
unity with the e-pitrlist cl.ss or crpit-list governrnenisin eithor vweor
‘reprrotions or tha brosccution of w-rw, The promiscd ~ttecndnnce nt the
ongress of < numbsr of org-niz-~t 'ons, most of which -ro ~lrecndy ~Tfil-
i~ted to thz London Bur.-u, ~1lrsndy belics this bosis “nd oonverts it
into ~ hollow phr-se,

"Unity with the eapitnlicst ¢l ss or o-~pit-lict governments® is con-
lemn~ble for ~ prolst ri-n org-niz-tion not only in "w.r timc® but 2lso
in so-ccllcd Upe-cs Fime®, th~t is, in tho time betwoen vers vhiich is
1sed by the impoeri~lists to preprre for war, The mosst widely pr-octiscd

nd conscquently the most dongerous rnd diststcrous form of such ‘fun-
Lty" =t the present time is ths "Pcoptets Front" orgonized by v-rious )
2wrties of the IT -nd IITI Intern-tion-ls with tho bourgcoisie, in which
the 1-tter nocess rily “nd in fret, nirys ¢ domin:nt role, By depriving
she prolet ritt of its cliss independenes ~nd subjecting it to thc im-
erialist bourgcoisic or scetions of,it, the "workosps:! prrties” in the
;oplets Fronts focilit-tes the imporiclist work of orginizing the tno-
>ion" for the inpending wor ~nd constituto - dirccet obstrclc in ths rocad
>f the prolet~rimn struggle ngninst it. YSt, 'mong the “nnounced rd=-
icrents of the London Burcru Songr:ss ~r¢ to bs found such proponcnts of
she Pecople's Front -s tho It-li~n Soci~list P~rty, thc Sp'nish vorxnre!
°rty, the Socilist Workors Poriy of Goermony, .nd monstrous .s it mey
‘ecm, ~lso the French "Soeci-list Lofti, whosc lerdcr, Mirce-u pivert, is

le~ding officidl of the prtriotic Blum regims which is no so solicit~
usly "inmproving® the Iy of Fronch Imperirliem.

The strugglc ~goinst Wor, propoerly undcrstood nd cxoeut od, prc-
‘upposcs ths uncompromising hostility or ths proleterint rnd its orgon=-
-zotions, nlways and cveryvhore, tow:rd its ovn ~nd CVery other imper-
21ist bourgelisic, Yot ‘noug the annougecd .dherents of the Lendon
arc u gongress orc to be found such notorious supportcers of the Icrgue
T Nrtions (i.c,, Impericlist) “s~netions®™ s the TItoli-n Soci” list Prr-
¥, which is prosumrbly to orgrnizc © comrion strugelc rghtnst wor with
pponcnts of thesc “scnctions®, such ~s the British IL® ol-ims to bce L
Te=roquisite for the proletari<n strugglo ~grinst vy is nos unity bo-
weon pro="snnctionists" - nd tnti-"sanctionists' but the rutihless scp=-
ration of thom, '
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The struggle cgrinst wer =nd its soci~l sourcc, enpit-lisnm, pro-
supposas dircct, nctive, unszquivoe~l suvmport to the opprcssed ccloai~l
bpooples in their struggles ana wars ~gninet imporiqlism. [ "nouvtrels
position is t-nt-mount to sunport of impori~lism., Yet, rmong tro
-ancuazcd odherents of the Lonaen Burcu Congrogs ~re to be found I"l1-rs
7ho ~dvoeritc lemavine in tho lurch  the cour-goous Zthionirn w-rriors -4~
~inst mhreuding It 1isn Fasclien on grounds of "neutrolityvy, - né Soevyh
prole Zionists who “ro oven it this moment locning upon RBritish Impor-
i~lism in its s-vngo e mr-ign ng~inst tho legitimote, oven if confuscd,
Strugglce of the "r-bi-a pc s ntry,

\Finrlly, cven if the conforcnee of the London Burcru werc to ~dopt
- form~lly corruct rcsolution on the question; of imperi~list w~r, which
15 unlikcly ecnough, this waohld not impreve m-ttors but only mrke thom
Jorsc, The correspondonce betwicon words ~nd dceds i@ a distinguishing
1~&k of r sucricus revolutisn-ry orgonizstion., TFor it, thc rescluticns
1t ~dopts ot its ~sscmblics . not mcre formrlitics, but the rocordod
risult of the cxpericnezs it hrs cecumulited in ~ction, cnd ~ guidce for
its rction in thd futurc. Tor the Centrists, r %rovolutionnry® thesis,
dopted on 2 ceroroni-l occnsinn, is momnt to serve rs o dcceptive dece- -
r~%ion, ~s - eovar for irrceoneil:blc divargences in their own r-nks, us
m'¢clok for their non-revolution'yy dcods in the pre-cccding pecriod, as
woll n2s in tho pirisd to comc, Al the 1ess rensnn 1s thore for tho gen-
ainc r.ovolutisnnry intorn-tiLn-lists to lend ny ~seistoncee te the cen-
trists 4n their work of ¢sluding the vingu~rd forces, '
The pl-nned confircnce, on the very faec of it, is thus - gross
‘r-ud, vbich cnn only prrolyze thc gonuine nroletericn strugglc ~ginst
A°r, F scism ~nd impcricliosn, Jors tnis Cmgross tu be comnoscd of mmss
dreanizatione’ of the working cl-ss, thon, regordless of its cstconsiblo
rogrom or lecdership, it might prove profitsoble for the revolutiontry
‘rgonizotions to -~ttoind 1t Tof thc purpssc of exposing tho, froud hefore
Y working=closs tribunc ~nd ceounterpising 1o 1t, the progr-m of rovolu-
Jion~ry strugegle. In the presunt cose, howuver,® ~ttondrce nt such - Con~-
7rcss could only scrv: tho purpssc of fr-tornizing with thoesc professisnsd
sonfusiomiste »f Cuntrism or of unm-skirs the mmss-loss 1u-.dcrs befors
Shemsclves, In citinor ¢nsc, tac mevencnt for the Fourth Intcrn~tionnl
~cfuscs t0 p-rticip~t: in this shem or to lend revolutionory ¢»oloring or
2ignity to it by conding - dolom tisn. It recommends idantic-l netion
o¢ 2ll the orgnniz~tisns nss ci-~icd with it,

The ¢onfercncc for the Fourth Intern-ti- ol tnkes cigniz-ncc of the
resolutinn of the 1nst congress of tho Revolution-ry S.cinlist Workcrst
>arty of H>lland with rog:ré to rossible citcndance -t eHNEresscs con=
roked by thce London Burc-u. The confuronce is not in = position to ~ss-
WC responsibility for thie deecisiosn of its Duteh sisicr porty, nor doas
it desire t5 45 so. Howover, shiuld the Centrl committes of the RSP,
ursu~nt t2 the dcecisin ~f its prriy congress, find it nccessry tc cend .
Y delcgnhtton to the Londeon RBursau Congross, the geneve Qonforonce for the
Mourth Intirn~ti-nnl ssumcs thrt trc Duteh dcleg-ti.n will c¢unduct it~
5elf therc in the spirit of thoe brescnt rescluti-n,
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THE FOURTH INTERATIONAL AND THZ SOVIRT UNIOW

Tha New Constifution:
a New Stage 1n the Degeneration of the Workere' State.

l. The decislion of the Seventh World Congress of the Comintern,

accordin% to which sociclism in the Sovict Union hae "finally ard irre-
vocably" triumphed- remardless of the low lavel of labor productivity
as compared with the advanced capitalist countries and indenendent of
the course of development of all the rost of the world:~ 1 a crude

and dannmerous lie. Tha roference to the fact that the Soviet Union
covers "one-sixth of the earth's surface" is all iLhe less doeisive in
this question by virtuec of the fact that only 845% of humenity has
gattled upon this area. It continues to be a Eﬁbh¥liﬁf?ﬁ*?ﬂi?“strugale
between two irreconcilable systems- socialism and copitalism, This
struggle has rot been decided and cannot be decided within the boun-
daries of the USSRs It will be possible to decldo the question "final-
ly and 1rrevocably" only on the world arcna,

s . The principal mass of tho means of production of the indusa
try of the Sovict Union has rrown tremendously and remalns in the hands
of the stato; in the ficld of agriculture- in the hands of the Kolke
hozes, which stand botwcen state and privatce property. But not cven
stato propeorty 1ls as yet socialist property, for the lattar has as its
premise the dying away of tho statc as the suradian of property, the-
mitigation of insquality and the eradual dissolutlion of tho property
concept even In the morals and customs of society. The real develop~
ment in the Soviet Union in the recent years has followed a directly
opposite road. Inequality srows, and, together with it, state coer-
cion., Given favorable domestic and international conditions, the
transition is possible from the present state property to sociallsmg;
glven unfavorable conditions, however, a reversiom to caplitalism 1s
also possiltle, ° B

3+ Every workers' stato, in the rirst perlod, will, in the

interecsts of ralsing the nproductive forces, retain the svstem of work-
wages, or as Marx puts it, " the bourgeois norms of dfstribution", The
question 1s, however, decided by the general dircction of the develop-
mente Wore the sdvanced countries to be drawn into the revolution, and
were. the soclal wealth to prow rapig&§ then inaquality would have to
diminlsh rapidly and the state woul é%e nothing more to "guard",
Glven the isolation and the backwardness of the Soviet land, the bour-
?eois norms of distribution took on a crudc and meretricious character

engrrmous differentiation of work-wages, bonuses, titles, orders and
moré of’th¢ same) and engendered retrofradc tendencies which impearil.
the very system of state proporty.

4. Low productivity, with high capital investments, with
tremendous military cxpenditurcs.and the enormous wastefulness of the
uncontrolled apraratusy signifies the confinuous salicnt lack of the
most important objects of personal consumption for the masres of the

populations The economic successes which are rich too modcst for a
slgnificant material ana culturel clevation of the wholn people, - are
already prcving adoquate for the emorgonce of a broad, nriveloscd
stratume The social antapgonlisms have not becn mitigated in the
course of tho second Fivo-Ycar Plan, but cnormously rccontuated. .
Incquallty is growing with ssven leapuo hoots, Thoe hymns of praise
to the "happy %I?e" are sung only by the sumaits, while tho lower
strata continue 1n enforced silenco, : ' S -
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5. Pleying uoon tne reniiold sociar ¢ nisig (thp nd
country, mental arnd physical 1ab€r., individ arme, kollkhrozces and
privatce tiny farme of the kolkhnzes merbers, Stakonev peoplie o d the
réec of Lhe working messas), the Soviat burcaucracr nags oni e A

Lol drdsvendencs from the toiiTre T LIke (0TS (arinucvicy 16 . iaintes
b cptusoniams T Lo intoroats of 4he stronacr, oi the heller provicad,
cr tne privelng.C, Like avery bureaucracy, it levies, tovezmds the ond,

& sigrilicant portion of the nationnl income for itsclf and thereby
bccomes the most privelcaed of nll the priveleged strata,

o=

6+ By 1ts conditions of parconal existenco, Sovi~t socicty ala
ready now prasents an gnormous hiorarchys:s from n Bezprizomny (vapgabond
children, a prostitutc, a clum prolotarian- to the ruline "ten thousand"
who 1lrad 'the life of westorn European magnetes of eapital. In contra-
dlction to the contentions of the Soeventh World Congress of the Comin-
tern, Soclalism has not yct triumphed; neither in the objective eco-
nomic conditlions of the USER ( the critcrion of ths produetivity of
labor) nor in thc consclousncss of the producing maseass (the criterion
of porsonal consumption), -

7o t remains a fact of decisive significance, howcver, that
all the social relationships of ths USSR, thc priveleges of the Sovict
aristocracy included, basc thomselves in the long run on stato and
kolkhoz propcrty, acquircd by tho oxpropriation of the bourgeoisie
whick, in distinction from capitalist property, oosns up the possibility
of the growth of industry and culture. The hlstoriecal gulf dug up by
the October Ravolution still continues to separate the Soviet state
plamned economy from capitelist"stato-ism", which signifioc stnto
intervention for the purposc of saving privnte proporty and which
"regulates" the obsolete aconomic system by puttine the brakes on the
development of the productive forces and by lowering the standard of
living of the pecople. The idontifiention of Sovict economy with the
Fascist (Italy, Germany), which occurs so frequently amongz tho liboral
economists, 1s a frult of ignorencc or of unscrupulousnoss. The victory
of the Bonapartist bureaucracy of thc USSR over the pgg%f%aiige VAl
guard 1s by no means cquivalent to the victory of tho/é intér-revolution
although the former blazes tho trail for the lattor. '

. 84 To assart( like thc¢ anarchists and all forts of ultra=-
loftists), that th¢ Sovict Union doscrves, on the part of the rcvolu-
 tionary proletariat, tho same attltude as do the imperinlist stetes, 1s
to assert that 1t 1s a mattor of Indifforence to the working class
whother the state Industry and the collective agriculture in the Sovict
Union 1s to be preserved and further doveloped, or cconomy 1s to be
flung back into the conditions of dccomposition and, by mcens of a civil
war, to Fasclst capitallsm. Such an attitude is worthy of the disap-
pointed idealistlc "friends" of tho Sovict Union, that is, of the dil-
letantes and political windbags of the liberal end cnarchist type, but
by no mcans of Marxzian rcvolutionists who never leave out of censidcrae
tion the baslc factor of history: the development of production,

9. As has hoen s2id, the social stratification of Sovict
society 1s drveloping mainly in the ficld of distribution and only
partially, above all in ngriculture, in the ficld of production., But
distribution is not separated by an imponctrable wall from procduction,
By deliberatly stimulating the appotite of individuals and groups and
cnhancing it to the point where it bccomes unbridled, thes bur~aucrazcy
dircetly discredits the idea of social property, The growth of cco=
nomic privileges engondors among the masses a justificd doubt gs to
whom, in the long run, the wholc system will actually serve. The
"bourgeols norms of distributlon™ WHIch have RIFFady Trr-oxtocded the

- »
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permissible limit, threaten ultimately to éxplode the social discipline
of planned econony and .consequently state and kolkhoz property with it,

10. The possible patihs of the bourgeois restoration appear with
special clearness in the question of the %amily. Not succeeding in the
tasks of the food supply and social education which is the result of
the insufficient material and cultural level of the country and algo
the result of the stifli of the independent activity of the nasses,
the bureaucracy has unde?%aken the restoration and idealization of the
petty-bourgeois family with its hut-in economy, the bagis of all forms
of sociel idiocy, But the family poses with sharpness the question

of the right of inheritance. The bureaucracy itself which is attempt-
ing to rely for pol#tical support on the conservative family, feels its
own dominetion incouplete, unfinished without the possibility of be-
queathing its waterial privileges to posterity., The question of ‘the
right of inheritance leads to the question of the further extension

o THE” boumds vf-private property. Such is one of the possible chan-
nels of the bourgeols restoration., In all the domain of social 1.fe
the bureaucracy strikes ot everything which is progressive in the
Soviet systen, Instead of the gusrdian of "Socimlist property", it
becomes its grave-digger.

' 11. The political significance of the neW constitution o7 the
USSR is in direct contradiction %o its official Interpretation, The
"Stalinist constitution" is no stcp forwerd"from socialism to tho
ocomiunist society", as the officol euthoritics brazenly assert, out
it is on the contrary & step backwards from the dictatorship of the
proleteriat to the bourgeois politicel regime., :

The developrment of the sociulist society should find, in .
the political field, its expression in the dying away of the state.
The degree of its dying away is the surcst measurc of the succesases
of ths socielist development. Thc beginning of the dying awey of the
state should be the complete liquidation of the bureaucracy lifting
itself ebove socicty., In actual fact; however, the .new constitution
raiscs exactly the opposite process of devclopment to o law. Nor can
it be otherwise., The growth of privileges requires a gendarme for
their supervision. . ' :

13, State coercion is not cttenuated, according to the new
constitution, but on the contrary it acquires an exceptisnally con-
centrated, open and cynical nature. The Soviets are deusryed. The
locel and central, thet is, the "nunicipal" end "parliaver-ary" ins-
titutions, built up on the besis of the plebiscitery sy:tc., have
nothing in common with the Soviets as the fighting orgerignéions of
the toiling massds.. Besides they heve been deprived ir sdvence of
all genuine eignificenoce. The new constitution officially «nd pub-
licly unites the power »nd the control over ell fields of ccononic
and "cultural. life in th: hends of the Stalinist "party", which is
independent both of the people and of its own members end which rep—-
Tescnts g politicgl machine of thc ruling ceste.

13. In passing, the constitution liquidate%. de jure the ruling
position of the proletariat in the stete, a position which, .de facto,
has long ago been liquideted, Henceforth, it is declared, the dic~
tatorship is "clessless" and "popular", which, from the Merxia.s stand-
point, is pure nonsense. The dictatorship of the "people" ove:r it-
self should have signified the dissolution of the state into siciety,
that ie, the death of the state, In reality, the new constitution

"
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net only t6 tho collapsc of its sinte Torm but also of its capitalist
foundr.tion, and consoqubntfj 111 also replace privete by statc pro=-
porty., The dcfeat of the Soiiot Union would not only signify the
collapsc of the Sovict Lurocaucracy but also the réplacement of tho
statec and colloctive proporty by capitalist chaos, The choico of the
political linc undor thosc conditions is incluetable,

The resolutc and intropid support of the USSR by the wrorld
proletarian vanguard in a imr doog not, howover, signify that the
preletariat should beoome tho ally of tho impericlist allics of the
USSRe "The prolctariat of a capitalist country which is allicd vdith the
USSR, fully and ontirely retains its inplacable hostility toimrd the
imporialist govormment of its own councry. " ( The Fourth Intcrnational
and War™, Thcscs of Tho International Socrotariat of tho Inturnational
Communist Leaguo, Bolshovik—Lcninists, point 44), The implacablc pro-
letarian opposition to tho imperialist ally of +hec USSR must dovclop on
the terrain of a elass policy at home, on the onc sido, and on the
other, of the imperialist aims of a given government, of the perfidious
character of its dlliance®, of its spceulations on a bourgcois stroke of
state in the USSR, cte, The policy of the proletarian party in an ime
perinlist country fnllicd! as well as foc, must consoquently aim ot the
rovolutionary overthrow of tlhic bourgooisic and tho scizurc of powor.,

It is orly on this road that o genuine alliance can be mado with the
US?R and the first workers! state be saved from going under,"(Itide, point
45).

17, The fears of the "ultra-Leftists" that +ho vietory of the
USSR may load to tho furthor consolidation of tho positions of thc Bone
apartist burcauercey,, ariso out of a falsc conecption of the intérnation=
" al rolotionships as well -as-tho intornal developmont of the USSR,
The imperialists of all tho camps will not rcconeile thomsclvos iith
the Soviet Union until private property in +ho moans of production hos
boon re-cstablished, Whatcvor the grouping of states may be at tho begine
ning of the war, the imporialists will, in the coursc of the wer, know
how to como %o an wderstanding and to a rogrouping among themsclvos
alwmys at the oxponsc of tho USSRe The USSR will be able to émerge from
& var without a dofcat ouly under onc condition, and that Ts, if it is
asglsvod by tho rovélution in tho Wost or in Tho Tost. Tut Tho Totors
notionnl rovolution, tTho only wny of saving tho USSR, will at the samo
time =signify the dentheblow for the Soviet burcaucrcoy,.

18e Is thc USSR a workors) state? The USSR is a state which
bases itsclf upon tie property relationships croatod by the proletarina
revolution and which is administerod by a lobor burcoucracy in the
intecrosts of now priviloged strata. The Sovict Union con be ealled a
workorst stato approximntcly the same sonse - dospito tho vast diffore
enoo in sealc = in whieck o trade union, led and botraved by oprortunists,
that is, by agonts of capital, cuar be called a workorst organizations Just
as rovolutiorists defond overy tredo wnion, oven the most thoroughly
roformist, from the class cnemy, combatting intransigontly tho trenche-
orous leaders at tho same timo, so tho partics of the Fourth Irtornate
ionnl defeond tho USSR against the blows of imperialism without for o
singlo moment giving up tho struggle ageinst tho roactionary Stalinist
apparatus, In war as in peace, they guard their full freedom of oritioism
of tho ruling Soviot custo and tho full freedom of struggle against
their agreoments vith the imperialists at the ciponsc of tho interosts
of the USSR and of tho international rovolution,
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THE YOUTH .ND T & FOURTH INTZRN.TION.L o
(Thescs 2d9pt2d by TRC PrG-CoMforcnos of She Youth, Jlugust lst, 1936)

Thz epach of the declinc sf c¢npitrlism con »ffar n:thing to the
grent miss of the pr:letoricn »auth but verrrnent uncmployment, hunger
*nd miscry, ond ‘s the finol cnd the destruction ~f nilli~ns > y-ung
proletorirn lives in - new imnori-~list m.ss muracr, Tithin the frome-
Work Of ¢ pit.lism there is n~ solveticn f£5r this g ncrovicng the prolc-
trri~n revolutin waich by o prliticr~l ~nd cernomic tronsf ormoti n af
sacicty, 1s ~lomc erpnble 2T lotting the youth s~tisfy its right t~ 1lifc
to the utmoast, is for it, thoref~re, not ¢ m tter »f . dict nt ~in, but
~n immcdicte issuc of 1lifc or decti,

The p~th ~f the pr-letayian roveluticn, the wy to socinlism is
hovover blocked by the op.ortunist and trerchorsus polizies »f theo
®ceond ~nd Third Intorn~tisnals, which lcad the prilctarict from dofoct
to dcfeat, and by thce lrck of rovolutionary loadcership with its roots in
the m-~sscs, This is the basic rerson why the tremondous rovolutionory
pissibilitics »f rceent .y rs heve remain.d unutilized, ~nd why the rcve
nluticnary cnergics of the masses have repeatedly burst forth -nly to
bc thwartcd, These demsrnlizing defeots h-ve furthermorc hnd this result,
thet teday scetions ~f the proletabien youth have bocome ~licn~ted from
their »wn class, lost frith in the rcvolution, -nd stond to one side or
even furnish m-toricl for the storm troops »f f-scism, the dendly :nomy
of the pralet rict, :

- The policivs of the SYI, the youth scetion »f tho Scewnd Inteorncti-on-
arc no loss ftel thon thosc »f tho Scecnd Intorncti ncl itsclf, Tho
SYI burcaucracy continu.s to proeclaim its froith in the Icague »f ( copi-
t°1ist) Nations, whosc | pitiful rolc hes now bemome m-nifcst to the
mist brckwnrd petty bolurgctisic, The SYT is nct ~shamed ~f c-lling up~n
‘his prostituted Lorguc »f N-ti~ns - rgonizs o potce which is impissible
in ~° e~pltnlist regime ~nd 5 ~dvoe~tc the deceitful slogrn ~f dis~rric=
cnt, =t thce moment when ro--rmarment procceds -t - fuverish poee in ~11
¢ohuntrics--including dhosc whurc the 2ad Intern-.tbon~l is ropresented in
the government.. The 3YI burc-uer:icy dernds the -bemdonrent »f the usc
°f force in the clnss strugglc (~nd cven of the elr ss strugpgle itsclf) t
he very moment, whon the bsurgeoisie cveryhurc is rele sing its frscist
terrcrist troops cpzinst the 1:-bor movenont., : _ :

4 mast pernici:us rolo 1s pl-ycd under thosc circuwnst "ncos by thc
so-cnlled "lcft" SYT le-Gors (Godufrsid, Chieiny, cte.) whs t~d:.y undcr
hc pressure X thne treriend sus mmss myvenent in the vestern Duronern ¢ oune=
rics ndcpt o rov.luti.nnry phr-s.lsgy, but in reniity complctaly support
the crunter-revolutisacry polieiocs o>f the ruformist prrtics »f thcir
countrics. In words, taose #lcft¥ SYTI le-dors -ro £-r the revalution,
armed insurrcetinn, the conversi n »f the impuriclist wrr ints civil war,
ote. but -t the srme time by their doily prlicics, thoey drive or esk ihe
young prolet-risms to give their ¢ mfidence t: the ministcr-socilissts,
who-- s with Vandervelde---procced with torr grs cgrinst striking work-:
crs, Or--ns with Luon Blum---use thc bourgcois prlicce rppor-tus farr the
prasecution >f proletaricn revolutionists, That the diffcrencces betwown
"right## ~nd “left" SYI lcnders berr no irrcecsneilnble ch-r-ctor but ~re
aerc skirmishoes botween spportunists »f diffcerent noti-nnl ¢Hlor, is in-
dic~ted ~lso in thc ridiculsus plan 2f GAfrdd nnd ¢H, (t~d ¥y moro »r
less ~bmndoncdy) wvhich wwld divide tac SYI int*""pilitic-l" -nd vcultur 1°
sectiomns ~nd tnus scttle the diffcrcences in - purcly burc-ucr:tic ~nd 6=
ministrotive m~nnocr. ¥For the:'pr.let-risn yruth it is nyt - qu.stimn of
"politicaly ar sicultur~l"™ work, but of ssciﬁl-petrtyml vergus goctirl rove
>lution, ~n issuc, which permits of n>» compromisc s-~lutisn. This hw=-
ever Godefrnid ~nd Choch:y ccondt n~dmit, bee-usc they refuse to brenk )

: ‘ ~imT met Tt anAd goeinl traltrs,eeRl -o1dp
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at all costs, with the social patriots and social traitors, Vanderveldr
and de Man, Blum and Selengro, The tasl of the young proleterien
revolutionists is to show the true role of the "left" leaders of

the SYI who employ revolutionary phrases but whe, in the last anelysis,
cover with their "revelutionary® authority the social patriotism of
the Dlums and the Vandervéldes, the counter-revolutionary nclicy of
the " Second Internstional, The Communist Youth Internetional (YCI),
whose opportunien has revealed & point vhere it permits even the
"leftists" of the SYI to cleim ILenin end Tuxemburg with inmpunity,
unquestionably erercises todey & most perniclous and demoralizing .
inflvuence on the new generation, The Stalinist bureaucracy has -
succeeded in corpletely throttling the revolutionary gpifit and en-

thusiasm whi ch animated the OYI in ite first years. The last world
oongreas of the OYI, which was held in connection With the 7t World
Cbn§neasaof‘ﬁhe"011. (August 193%) Taid upomr all sections the twsk
to "depoliticalide " themaelvem and to build broad mass organiza~
tiona standing above the pmrties and above the classes, The CYI,
in other words, received the charge to bring the proletarian youth
in the - countries allied with the Soviet Union (and those countries
whose foreign politios in one wey or another directed against Japan
or Germany) into friendly relations with the bourgeois youth of
these countries and so to guarantce the national unity in the com-
ing warx, In F rance where, at this time, on amccount of the ex-
traordinary sharpening of the class antagonisms all political devel-
opments assume the clearest form, the 0 YI has carried its shame-
lesgness to the point of holding out the hand of reconciliation

to the Fascist youth organizations and denouncing the civil war
as the worst of all evils, The Stalinidt betrayal reaches 1t9m.
climax' in the organization of the "world movement of the youth™ |
for peace, freedom and progress", Here the Stalinists ocombine with
nationalist and religious youth organizations for the purpose4of
holding parade —congresses "for Peace" (Brussels, Geneva) unden%@e
pr otection of reactionary clerice and bankrupt imerialist politi-
cians, such as Lord Oscil and others, The aim and the result of .
these Btalinist peace congresses are not the organization of peace
among the pe qples (which within the framework of capitalism is ¥
simply a reactionary utopia), but on the contrary the’organizat?onn‘
of the holy alliance between the classcs of the imperialist nations
whereby the imperialist war is made possible, T he Oommgnist Youth
International which came into being in the struggle against the )
socigl-imperialism (socialism in worg and imperinlism in deod)_ .
of the 2nd International during the last world war, today prepares -
to lead the new proletarian generation to the imperialist slaugh?gr,
In its own ranks the proletarian youth movement has_today no worse
enemy than 8taliniem, Of no particular practical importanc: is the
"International Bureau of Revolutionary Youth Organizations® thei- ,
youth section of the so-called London Bureau, this replica in mine- .
ieture of the 3 Mmternational (S&P, ILP, etc.), This ¥outh BxInjea:u
conceives ite task to be to act as a handy-man for Stalinlsm.ﬁin

8 joint "manifesto to the German worker youth" the German sections
of this Youth Bureau ( the Youth of the B8AP) certify, that the
B8talinists ( who truly did more for Hitler' s triumph than Hig%;r
himself) have correctly enlightened the German grplptarlat w v
regard to "the form, essence and task of Fasgigm « For thg res s
the youth sections of the London Bureau participate - so far as
their limited means permit - in the 8Stalinist class-peace cOn-
gresses for the preparation of the luperialist war.

L L
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The youth section of the Fourth International can only
be built:in the sharpest strmiggle agninet the above outlined tep.-
den®es and conceptions in the camp of the proleterisn voulh move..
ment, which, in the long run, can only doom the new generatton,
bound hand and foot, into the hands of intoernational capitalism
of Pascism and warx, Only through an intransigent revolutiocnary
polity which condemn& every concession to the concepts of sociale
imperialism and social-pacifism in the sharpest  manner, and woich
pursucs the aim of the prol etarian revolution with audacity ano de—
termination, will it succeed in rallying the masses of the proleinr-
ian youth again under the red banner of the social revolution,..
Only the organizations of the Fourth International, re-assembIing
the revolutionists around themselves, can and will follow this path
and only they will succeed in freeing the working class from the
swanp of opportumism, betrayal and defeat-strategy of the 2nd and
Zrd Internationals, o . . _

The degeneration of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals has rTe-
sulted in the exhaustion to a considerable extent of the political
energies of the older proletarian gencration, The building of the
F ourth Internati¢mal is indissolubly bound up with the political
awakening of the new proletarian strata and above all of the young
proletmrian generation, .. 0 S e - e eoe L ae T
It i1s therefore of tremendous importance, that the cadres of the
Fourth International within the proletarian youth movement should
nove steadily forward. 1In France and Holland there already ewmist
independent youth organizations which are for the Fourth Internatiom-
al, In Belgium the truly revolutionary wing, which groups itseclf
about the journal " Action Socicliste Revolutionnaire™ has been ex—
pelled from the Young 8 ocialist Guard at the initiative of Vander-
velde and Qo, and with the direct amsistance of Godfroid who therce
by proved that he preferred unity with the socialists of the holy _
union and is on the point of establishing itself as an independent
league, Within the 8pmnish Uni*ed Youth League ( the nerger of the
socialist and Stnlinist youth leagues), witlin the English Labor
- League of Y outh, the Polish organizution "Zvkunf#", the Young
Peoples Socinlist League (Yipeelo) of tke U,£,A., in Switzerland,
in Austria, in Canadn, and 'in a number cf other countries, factions,
groups and tendencies for the Fourth International exist, A1l
these elements of the proletarian youth movenens basing themeslves
on the Fourth International, will without ncglecting the snecial
conditions of their respective countrtes and their work, fird ways
and means to exchonge and share their experiences, to learn froa
each other, and uritedly to march forward to new victories. ior-
ward to the building of the Youtli sccticr of the Fourth Internation—
all’ :

-
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From the Party of ¥World Revolution to the Instrument of Imperialism
(4 Study)

———

1. The imperialist world war of 1914-1918 was the clearest indi-
cation that the capitalist mode of production had become ghackles on
the productive forces, ang that conditions had become ripe for the
victory of the proletarian revolution. Howaver, the Second Inter-
natlional, whoge bureaucracy had adapted 1itself to bourgeois soclety
during a long period of capitalist expansion, betrayed the interests
of the proletariat in the decigive moment of the outbreak of war
and occupied the position of defender of the fatherland, ls6., ©
the frontiers of the bourgedis national state, which -~ together
with the system of private broperty -- had become a brake on the
further development of productive forces.,

2¢ Only & vory small number of revolutionary Marxists drew
from the shameful Lreachery and miserable collapse of the Second
International the conclusion that a Third International was neccg-
sary., It 1s true, in most of the countries an ovposition formed
1te0lf against the chauvinist standpoint of the socigl-democratic
parties, but such oppoaition had in the boginning mainly a pacifist-
centrist character. At the international conferences of the oppon-
ents of imporialist slaughtcr at Zimmorwald (1915) and Kienthal
(1916) the gupporters of the building of a Third Intcrnational re-
mained in the minority and werc termed by all centrists and social-
imporialists as fanatics, utoplans and sectariang,

3. The victory of the Russian rcvolution in October, 1917 was
the vietory of the revolutionary principle of struggling against tho
onemy at home anc¢ of turning imperialistvwar into civil war, which
8inco 1914 had heen counterposed by the handful of revolutionary
Marxists and espceclally the leadership of the Russian Bolgheviks
agalnst the prirciplc of defending tho fatherliand. The Bolshcviks
-- aftor ovorcomlrg analogous tondencies in thelr own ranks -- broke
With the ambiguous centrist majority of Zlmmerwald- and set up tho
bannor of the Thirg International.

- 4+ At tho foundation congross of thc Third Intcrnational
(Mareh, 1919) only the represontatives of a fow and comparatively
woak partics ana Zroubs met silde by side with t he victorisus Bol-
shevik party. Karl Licbknecht and” Rosa Luxemburg, who would havo
deserved a place »f honnp at thils gathering, had beon murdercd by
the eo2ldicry ~f the German Soacial-Democra s N-skc.

The first ¢ogaress took a very definite stand againgt the ro-
actionary effrt t, recbuild the Secona Intornati-nal in its prc-war
form (eonforcnce in Berme ~f the 8~clal-demscratic and indepordent
partles »f February, 1919), and st-nq for gathering the vanguard in
a homogencous rev-olutisnary International., The manifestoes »f the
¢omgress pltilessly oxprsed the trcacherous vacificm Hf the American
Prcsident Wilson and the 11lusion >f a capitalist Leaguc >f Nations,
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which was supp~rted by thc Second International, Onc ~f the most
imprrtant rcsults achicved by the congross was the restoratim ~°
the Marxist teaching »n the State as an instrument ~f class rile
and the cxposurc »f parliamentarian demncracy as the dictatorsuip
of the bourgesisic ~ver the proletariat, Lenin's thosos ~n
"“Democracy and Dictat-rship" which were adoptod by the econgress,
~explain the Cﬂuntcr-rovalutiﬂnary“ bourgeais character »f the ah-
gtract slagans and principles >f "pure," formal demacracy ("laberty,"
“GQuality, etc.). It sh~wed by the examplo »f thc Russian exper-
lences the nccesslty »f the destructi-n ~f the brurgeols state apca-
ratus and the establishment »f the proletarian dictatorship sn tho
~frundation of the Soviets (workers' councils).

5. In 1919, also, the oxperionce of the Hungarian revolution
was mades -There, oving to the completo deterioration and confusion
of the bourgcolsio, power had fallen into the lap of the Communists
and Loft Social Democrats. .But fram the start tho Hungarian rovol-
ution had no real loadership. The Communist Party assimilatod it-
self int ke Social-Democratic Party and thoreby showed that 1t was
itself not a communist party. The Hungarlan revolution failed not
only in conscguonce of tho unfavorable intornational sltuation, but
also owing to thc comnlcte incapability of Bela Kun & Co.'s leader-
ship (in rcgard to the agrarian question, apart from the Quecstion
of party organization). Thoe Communist International, only Just
recontly formod, was not yot firm ¢nough in an organizational sense
to give a different direction tot he Hungarian rcvolution.

6. Tho disastrous rosults of the war led to a powerful awaken-
ing of proletarien class-conscloucness in the masses. Thoy began
to an over-increasing extont to sece clearly through the treachorous
role playecd by the soclal-democratic partics. Under precasure of
their partice' rank-and-fiic some of thc old rcformist and social-
pacifist loaders (of the German Indopondent Socinlist Party, tho
Italian Socialist Farty, the Fronch Socialist Party, the British
I.LsP,, otc.) sought affiliation to t ic Comintern, without howeverp
rovising their contrist positions. This danger of the introduction
of opportunist tcndencies into the ranks of the Comintcrn was
counteracted by thc Socond Congross (1920) which adopted the 21
points conditioning mombership of the Communist Intermational.
These conditions dcclared unqualificd struggle agninst the ambig-
uousncas, the hositating attitude and tho sterile soclal-pacifisam
of.tho‘ccntrlsts, and demanded o complote break with all paciiist
ldcas and 1llusions (guch as dlsarmament, Loaguc of Fations, inter-
national arbitration, ctec.). To the principle governing the
Second International of maintalning loosc contacts botwoen partlcs
natlonally independent (and acting directly in opposition to oach
othor), was counterposed the principle of the world party built o-n
the foundatim »f common thoory and practice, and the aim of rcal-
1zing a ¢ommon ircornatinsnal leadcrship ~n the principlcs of demn~
cratic centralism, '

7« Thoso centrist and (tovard the Soend International) concil-
latory p~liticlans, why hod been hindcrped by the Sccond Congross
from Joining thne Cominterm, tricd t» frm '3 two-and-a-naif Intcr-
national (boginning »f 1621), a g3 behwoen affair helf-vay from
open siclal-trecachcry and roevoluiien (ﬁhofAustva~Mmrxists, the
Gorman "Independents,” the Frénsh "Longuctists," the Iel.Py. ctce)e
The - twoy=and-a-half Intcrnati-nal pr-claimed afrosh -- a5 Karl
Liebknecht put 1t ~- "the unity »f firc and water," the unity in ono
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intcrnational of rcvolutionists and goclal traltors. But history
has no place for such a half-hoarted sclution. The tvio-and-a~half
International was cruched in the struggle betwecen the Second and
Third Internationals. 1Its revolutionary elements turned to the
Third International. Itg burcaucratic topes re-unitcd in 1923

(at tho Hamburg Congrees) with the Second Internationel.

8. Opportunist Contrism, which did not lead tho masses but
wanted to be led by them, found its complement in ultra-radicalism
which instead of #inning the mnasecs from within by co-opcration in
thoir organizations, thelr struggles and expericnces, put an ulti-
matum to them from outside. These ultra-lefts declared themsclves
agalnst participation in parliamentary olections, for leaving the
mags trade unions and the formation of "pure" revolutionary unions,
and for lsolated action of the vanguard. These tendencies led in
Germany to the formation of the K. A. P. (Communist Workers' Party)
in 1920. But even the official Communist Party of Germany had not
been able tor id itself of adventurous tendencies. Thig was shown,
above all, in the course of the March events (1921) when the party
Inatead of confining itself to defencive tactics againgt the pro-
vocative challenge of the Soclal-Democrats in the government, led
the 1solated vanguard to an armed offensive and suffered shipwreck.
But the greatest danger was that now a whole school of theorists
cstablished itself in the party who transformed the tactics of
March into a principle (Thalheimer, Fr8lich, Maslow, Koenen, etc.).
The Third Congress condemned ultra-left adventures and lgsued the
slogan: "To t masges," recognlzing that the first groat post-war
wave (1917-1920) was now flowing back, and that a breathing space
had occurred which it was neceasary to utilize by better and more
thorough preparatton for the coming struggles. The strategy and
tactics of the Communist Partios were draftod in resolutions which
are even today still exemplary. The Congress adopted "Guiding
Principles for the Organizational Development of the Communist
Partles, the Mothods and the Content of their York," which, in spite
of their being too mechanical, "too Russian " (Lenin, at the Fourth
Congross), give many valuable suggestions, particularly regarding
the connection betwecn logal and i{llegsl work, the necesslity of a
Quick switch-over from one to the other method of work, the organ-
1zation of the bress, the creatlon of factory cells, etc.

9. The Fourth Congress (1922) re-affirmed the lessons of the
Third Congress, dealt with them more thoroughly and concrétely.
The N, E. P. policy of the Soviet Unlon, following on "War' Communism"
which had had to be introduced under the pitiless pressure of cir-
cumstances, supplied the immensely important experience of nécessary
tactical retreats even after the winning of power, an expericnce
which most probably will have its validity not only for backward
Russie, but also for more advanced countries.,

The Fourth “orld Congress could look back on tremendous organ-
1zatlional results. 1In the course of three ycars, in all.continents
and in practically all countries, sections had becn created, and
apart from this the Red International of Trade Unions and the Young
Communist International had been built up., The Communist parties

in a number of countries werc at that time leading mighty revolu-
tionary mass actlons,

The defeat of the Italian proigtariat in 1922 was not a defeat

of the strategical and tactical methods of the Leninist Comintern,
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but of those sf Italian Maximalisn (Scrrati), apainst which the -
Comintern since the Second Worlé C-ngress had heen currying on a
continuous hard strmiggle, vithout hawevar being able to avert the
catastrophe.

10s One of thc greatest achicvements of the Comintern of those
years was the publicity given by it to the histsrical iapirtance of
national mrvemonts of libeoration in the c-lonicg and semi-galonial
torritorios, and thc supnort given t- the gtruggle »f cnslavid na-
tions agalnet inmpcrialist ~ppression, a task sMich the Second Inter-
nati~nal had alweys ncglocted and, by its attitude in the ¥orld War,
had absnlutcly betraycd. '

Lenin's "Guiding Principlcs on the Nati-nal and Colonial Ques-
tion" at the Second Congross wcre dirccted definitely against any -
attempt t» faston a communist labecl on revolutionary movomentsg »f
liboratisn which were not-in reality csmmunistic. A tomporary alli-
ance with the natlonal rovolutio-nary mwement was considorcd in
thcsc thescs as ncoossary, but it was porinted Hut thot the task of
the Cromunists was not t5 amalgamate with thesc nati-nalist particy,
but under all circumstancos unconditi-nally to> uphold the 1lndependent
character of the prolotarian movemont.,

~11le The year 1923 roprosonts a decisive turning point in the
hlstory ~f the Comintern. Puing > the development ~f ncv layers
of exploiting clcments in the S viet Union as a conscQuenco: of the
N.E.P, policy, and »wing t~ the géneral cxhaustion »f tho working
class after the tromendsus eff-rfs and the foervour ~f the ycars of
revolution and civil war, thc burcnucracy »~f thc party and state
apbaratus, which had méantimo beeome wvory strong, wes allowed to
ralgo itsclf at an cver-increasing ratc as an independont social
forece, as an arbiter Aver the clasgos. Howevcr, thc burcaucracy
c-uld only galn pslitical power by a strugglo agelnst the proletarlan
vanguard, against prolotarian democracy insidc the party and tbo -
Sovicts, This 18 thc omtont ~f the.struggle cohmmencing ‘in 1923
betwocn Stalinism and Trotskyism.’ Tho ‘ascont 2f the bureauc racy
coincides with the sovere illnces and forced political inactivity
>f Lenin who, however, -in his last writings (ospccially in the -
articlo"Bottcr Less, but Better" and in the s~-callod Testament) had
cloarly rocognized ard called €£-r a struggle against the dangor of
burcaucratizati-n and Stalin as 1%s maln represcntativo, :

.12, In Germany, in 1923, a rev~luti-nary crisis brokc out .
afresh. The conscquonces ~f the ar, which hrd n>t by any mcans
boen svercome, the ccmamic erisis intorrupted o>nl by slight boom-
lets, the occupati-n ~f the Ruhr tcrritory by the French army, the
organization and the collapse »F "passive rcsistonce™ »f the German
bsurgo-~isle againet this ~ccupatin, the limitlcss inflati»n of the
Gorman currcncy -- 2ll these causds led t- an cxtra~rdinary sharpen-
ing »f the clasa c-ntradicti-ns. Huge mass strikcs tnok placo.

The shop stewvards m~vement becamc a gathering print for the revolu-
ti-nary massos. The.w-rkors ‘rganlzod themsclvee in "Hundort-
schaften" (brdics »f 100) and ¢ mmonced to arm thomsclves. In a
numbor ~f mase tradc uni-ns the cosmmunists cven obtoined a majoritye.
Srcial-Demacracy was in confusim, the bourgerisic was split. The
mess8 movement rodched the critical p-oint when dccisivencess and
bpractical initiatlve ~f the highcst dcgree arc rcquired ~f the re-
volutlonary lecadorship t- push this m>wement furthcr ahead t- vie-
tory. But the lcadership -f tho C-mmunist. Party (Brondler, Thal- -
heimer, Walcher, Fr¥lich, ctc.) showed 1tsclf inca:able +f fulfille-
Ing 1ts hist-rical tasks and thercby proved thot it was -nly a
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social-denocratic leadership covered with a coat of conmunist
varnish. It stuclt to the united front with the soclal~denocracy,
vlthout being atle to grasp that the idea of the united front is
to "step back in order tnus to leap all the better,”" without belng
able to grasp that, from a certain time onvard, the fight for
vinning the nasses oan only be carried out by a direct struggle for
pover. The leadership of the Couintern, which already showed signs
of bureaucratic degenseration, proved alse incapable of leading the
C.P.G. on the ecorrect road. “Then at last the German bourgeoisie
gathered 1tas forces, proclaired a state of siege and proceeded to
takte the offensive, the C. P. G. capitulated without a struggle.
The conse~uence vas a severeidefeat of the German, and with it the
European, broletariat, giving thereby to Europear capitalism the
possibility of relativegy Btabilizing iteelf anew. .

13. The defeat of 1923 led to a serious internal crisis in
the C.P.G. which gave itself a new "left" leadership (R. Fischer-
Maslov). This leadership, however, did not recognize that the
October defeat hrd a decisive character, Instead of ordering a
retreat, 1t proceeded along the path of adventurisa and thereby in-

creased the extent of the defeat.

In Bulgaria, the Conintern section of that country (leadership:
Kolarov—Dimitrov’ also let slip in 1923 & highly favorable revolu-
tionary situatlion and endeavored to make pood by >utchist adventures
in Septermber 1923, thereby causing a fatag defeat of the Bulgarian
proletariate. '

After the CGerman defeat the Cocintern accepted a policy of ad-
venturlsn and transferred this course to the entire International,
the consecuence being a further defeat in Esthonia (rising in Rival,
Decenber, 1924,)

14. To the sarme extent as the German defeat wealktensd the pos-
itions of the international proletariat and of 1its vanguard, 1t
strengthened the tendencles of the Soviet bureaucracy to become an
independent force. This accounts for the fact that the Fifth World
Congress of the Comintern (1924) signifies ahove all the subduing
of the Comintern under the yoke of the Russian Bureaucracy. The
Comintern itself becane bureaucratized and was broucht into complete
dependence on the bureausratic center in Moscow.

15, The theory of "socialisn in a single country," brought
forward by Btalin, the head of the bureaueracy, in the autunn of
1924 4n fgaring contradiction to the entire theory and practioce of
Marxism-leninism, became for the newly formed social layers (bureau-
craoy, kulaks, "spets" (specialists), etc.) the ideological express-
lon of their nationally confined interests., MNot the intermational

proletariat, but the bureaucracy proclaimed itself as the bearer
'of soclalisn. The Comintern, created to be an instrument of world

revolution, became now the tool for the national interests of the
3oviet bureaucracy. This fundamental contradiction pressed its in-
print on the future policy of the Comintern, which from that point
became centrist -- zigzagging unprincipled adaptation to the reform-
ist bureaucracy and bourgeois democracy on the one hand, and putchist
adventurlan on the other, uniting all these traits in ita policy.

The mocial basis of this type of centrism -- the stable point in

& world movement ~- 18 the Soviet bureaucracy.

16, The two methods adopted by the Comintern for t he handling
of the masses -- on the one hand, unprincipled adaptation to existe
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ing circumsiances and the bourgeols-democratic and petty=-bourgeois
reformlst varties, on the other, the sudden, unprepered appeal to
the revolutionary insiincts of the masses -- have their root in the
soclal position of the Soviet bureaucracy (the Comintern bureau-
cracy being its oredient adnendix). Oving to its eatire social char-
acter, the Soviet burcaucracy inclines toward adaptation to the
privileged and exploliting sections of Soviet society (Kulaks, in-
tellectual strata, labor aristocraty). However, as soon as the
development has reached a eritical point, where these atrata have
become sc poverful socially-that they threaten to swash the bureau-
cracy's position of political orivilege, the latter saves itself
by an appeal to the masses. In reality, it only stirs the prole-
tarian masses (or more correctly merely small parts of these maises
by applying rigidly the whole force of state power (in particular,
the G.P.U.Y. On the intermational field, the Soviet -and Comintern
bureaucracy feel themeelves attracted by petty-bourgeois democracy.
But whenever, for national reasons or by the logic of events, the
Sovliet bureaucracy finds itself in opposition to vetty-bourgeois
democracy, it endeavors all of a sudden to drive the masses to re-
volutionary action. But as the Comintern 1is lacking the state
forcis reculred to carry through i1ts ultimatums the masses remain
passive, )

'Thls explains, on the one “and, the pseudo-successes of Stal-
inist policy in the Soviet Union (impressing the philistines of all
B8hadés, from the reactionary English Fabians, Webbs & Co., over
the Romaln Rollands, to the "London Bureau" of the SAP-ILP), and
on the other hand, the catastrophic fallures of the Comintern.

. 17. The adventurous course of the years 1924-25 hereby found
its opportunistic complement in bureaucratic combinations, directed
. entirely against the interests of the proletarian vanguard. The
formatlon of a Peasants' International (Krestintern), the flirting
With“the Croatian Peasants' Party of Raditch, the American Farmers'
Party of LaFollette, were examples of the endeavor by the Stalinist
bureaucracy to use,on an international scale, the Xulak tendencies
ag a counter~balance againat the proletarian vanguard. The union
With the Chinese Kuomintang, ignoring the class differerices, the
hope set om the Znglish trade uplon bureaucrats, all these props
of the adventurous course of 1924~-25 became the most essential ele-
‘ments of the openly opportunist course. of 1925-27. - ' )

18, Over the period of 1925 to 1927 the Chinese revolution
had its gigantic outbrsak, The first occurrences enabled the .
Chinese bourgeoisié and Aits party, the Kuomintang, to take the
leadership: The Cémintern declared ite complete solldarity with
the Kuomintang and 'its military leadership {Chiang Kai-shek). The
Chinege Gommuniet Party wds forced to renounce an independent. policy,
and to join and submit completely to the Kuomintoang. Thus, all
legaons of the Second Forld Gongress were disregarded. This entire~
1y Menshevist policy was justified with the formula of the 1905
revolution: "democratic dlctatorship of the proletariat and pea-
gants." “7ith Lenin this formula was the elementary expression of
the ldea of a union of struggle between the proletarlat and the
~boor peasants apainst the aristocrats and liberal bourgeoisie. It
was left to each concrete rewolutionary Bltuation to determine the
concrete form which thils dictatorship of the onpressed againsi the
oppressors should adopt. n, however, in the soring of 1917,
opnortunist tendencies within ‘the Bolshevist partx tried to hide
behind this old Bolshevist formula, Lenin in Lis “letters on -

-
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Tactics" (April, 1917) discarded it as having been rendered obso-
lete by 1living developments. However, in the hands of Stalinism,
Lenin's slogan, w-ich had been directed amainst the literal bour-
geolsie, served for the complete suppression of the prcletariat
under the liberal bourgeoisie,

Nevertheless, in spite of the o>portunist policy of the Stalin
bureaucracy, cravling on its belly before the wmilitary turcaucracy
and lacking confidence in the revolutionary power of the proletar-
lat, the Chinese proletarian masses and poor vecsants turned to
Communism, imbued with the desire to carry out in their country
the "Cctober Revolution," the sartition of the land, the erpropria-
tion of the exdroprlators, the destruction of the courgeois-militar-
lst state mechlne and its substitution by Soviets.

The uominteng bourgeoisie, allied by finance capital with the
Interects of the landlord and rich peagant class, owposed with all
its might the agrarian revolution. Thus the Chinese Communists,
tled by Stalinism to the Kuominteng, were hindered h»y this method
from placing themselves at the head of the agrarian revolution.

The peasants remained without revolutionary leadership and the
Chinese revolution was deprived of its strongest lever.

In spite of the submissive policy of Stalinism, the Chinese
bourgeoisie dAid not refrain from settling accounts with the poten-
tial danger which was created by the rising wave of Communism.

The militarist leadership of the Kuomintang made a counter-
revolutionary coup d'Etat, and Chiang Kal-shek ordered to be shot
thousande of Chinese proletariana, already deprived of power and
.arms by the Stalinist policy, at a time when in loscow he was still
‘halled as the hero of the revolution. After Chiang Kal-shek's
"treason" {not against the class interests of the Ghinese bour-
geolsle, but against Stalinist 1llusions), the Stalinist bureau-
¢racy supoorted the alliance with the "left" Kuomintang (Wang
Ching~wel) and gathered with him the same bitter experiences as
with Chiang Xai-shek. Only vhen the defeat wasg thoroughly com-
pleted,the bureaucracy appealed to the proletarian masses whose
vast majority had just been ¢ rushed to the ground. he result was
the Canton insurrection which -- although bearing a putchist char-
acter and condemned to complete isolation and thus to defeat -~
agaln showed unmistakabty in retrospective the class character of
the Chinese revolution and the posgibllity and necesesity of forming
Soviets and establishing the dlctatorship of the prolectariat, and
thireby underlined the criminal folly of the whole Stalinist
policy. A

19. In the other celonial and East-Asiatic countrles
(British India, Dutch East Indles, Indonesia, Jajan, Korea, etc.),
Staliniem supported during this pertod the building of "Peasants'
and Workers' parties" (of the Kuomintang type) in direct contrast
to Communist parties. This policy disorganized and demoralized
completely the proletarian vanguard in those countries and -- in
canjunction with the catastrophic defeat of thHe Chinese revolution
-~ 18 the main cause for the fact that in these countries no inde-
pendent proletarian party has been formed to tig day.

20, Parallel with the political alliance with the Kuomintang,
a political alliance was made with the English trade union bureau-
cracy, the so-called "Anglo-Russian Committee" for the purpose of
"preventing the war of intervention." TThereas the Leninist unlted
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front tactic hes the ain of winning the masses to Communlsm, the
Stalinist bureauc ‘ats here did not .come into coptact with the
Inglish masses 2t 511, The Anglo-Russlan Comnitiec confined itself
to purcly turcaucratic ecventgs conferences, banGuets, ete.). The
result was a strencthening of the authorlty of the reactionary
trade unlen bureaucracy and the direct degertion &y thz Third In-
ternational of the Minority "cvenent which at that timc was develop-
ing favorably within the trade unlons. This reactionary character
of the Anglo-Russian Committee wasg exposed clearly during the,
Znglish general strike of 1926 which was miserably betrzyed by the
trade union lenders (covered by the authority of Iloscow)., The
relations were broken off, not by the Russian, but by the English
bureaucracy, at a ~~ment when t-is was most favorable for the
latter.,

2l. In 1927, the fight of the bureaucracy aruinst the prole-
tarian vanguard in the Soviet Union had its sharpest clash. Due
to the catastronhic results of Stalinist policy, whiich confirmed
in all points the criticism of the Oppositisn, the burcaucracy -~
In direct alliance with the kula%s and the other petty-~bourgeois
sections -~ took the sharpest mcasures against the O nosition,
measures wilch were a denial of every prineciple of vroletarian degp—
cracy. Expulsions from the party, ejections from office, imprisdn-
ment, e xile; coportation, smuggling agents provocateurs into the
ranks of the Opposition, concocted evldence, executions, made the
road free for the Fonapartist dilctatorshi..of Stalin,

22, After having used the kulaks and the urban petty~bourgeols
stratae as a support in its flght apailnst the Opposition, the bureau-
cracy was faced by the danger of becoming crusied itself by these
strata. For reasons of gelf~preservation it was therefore compelled
to turn now against the kulaks. Also on the internatioral fileld,
a continuation of the openly opportunist course had become imposs~
ible owing to the attltude of the partners (termination of the
relations by the British trade union bureaucracy, counter-revolu-
tionary coup d'Etat of Chiang XKal-shek and Jang Ching-wel). As
far as the Cernan and French Social-Democracy was ccncerned, con-
tradictions existed which were mainly due to national and foreign
policy considerations. These were the causes which led to the
turn from bureaucratic adaptation to soclal-democratic, trade
union and national-democratic (Ruomintang) buresucracies, .on the
one hand, to bureaucratic ultimatism ang adventurism, on the
other hand (see also Thesis No., 16).

23. The 31xth World Congress (1928), called after an interval
of four years, had an ambiguous contradictory character. This Con-
gress was held during the period of transition from the ultra-right
to the ultra-left course ang served the purpose of preparing for
the exclusion of the right Wing which had no desire to depart from
the opportunist line adopted in 1925 to 1927 (Bucharin, Rykov,
Brandler, Thallheimer, 7alcher, Fr8lich, Kilboom, Lovestone, etc.).
The program adopted by the Congress 1s based, from beginning to
end, on eclecticism., It canonigzed the theory of socizlism in a
single country, thus castrating the Comintern. The program does |
not takte as a precvlse the present day world situation of capitalism
a8 an 1nterlocked whole, from which must be deduced the neceasity
of wotrlad revolution, btut it examines in a pedantlcally reactionary
manner the,possibility of each country "realizing socialism,™ thus
opening wide the door for future social-patriotic deterioration of
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the Comintern. For the colonies and seml-colonial countries --
with certain limitatlons, even for such courtries as Spain. Foritugal,
Poland, etc.) -- the program isaves tne slogan of "dewcerniier Suc-
tatorship of the workers and veasante, " tilling it with t+e ganc
anti-leninist content (fratercireiion cof the classes) whinn waz
caused the collapse of the Chilnese revelution. On the Guzsticen of
strategy and tactica, the program does not go beyond commonriies e
The real exyeriences galned by the Ootober victory and the tremen-
dous defeats of the proletariat in Gerwany, Hungary, China, eic.,
and the role and the importance of the revolutionary party and of
1ts leadershin, are not dewonstrated., )

24. In the subseruent period, the Stalinist bureaucracy oper-
ated malnly, but by no means exclusively, by the other method at
its disposal, i.e., that of commarding the masses with an ultimatum,
Wwithout any preparation. In the midst of the comparatively social
peace of the still existing boom period of 1924-1929, suddenly a
revolutionary upheaval" was ordered uniformly on the intermational
fleld (the so-callsd “Third Period™). Tue fatal policy of splitting
the trade uniohs (propagation of the Red. Trade Urnions as independent
organizations) was put into practice. Any pact vith the social-
democracy, even of a merely temporary or practical-technical nature,
,Was dlscarded. The theory of Social Fascism was established
(“Sociaeremocracy and Fascism are not antipodes, they are twing" --
Stalin) ana every difference between parllamentary democracy and
‘fascist dictatorship was denied, Whereas the "ultra-left escapades"
==~ a8 Lenin put it -- which occurred in the first post-war years,
were at any rate caused by honest revolutionary deslre,.the Stalin-
13t bureaucrats betrayed in scoundrel's fashlon the interests of the
proletarian masses. - -

. 25..The sevére economic crisis originating in America in 1929~
1930 shook to the core the exlisting position, first in Germany, to
‘which was suited the characterization given by Lenin to the Russian
capitalism of 1917 as being the "weakest link of the capitalist
chain," The policy of the German Sociai-Democratic Farty, adapting
itgelf to declining capitalism (slogan of the "lesser evil") and the
bureaucratic degeneration of the German Ccumunist Party hindered
g strengthening of the working class movement in the crisis. The
petty-bourgeoisis turned to dewagogic fasclsm which preached civil
war not agalnst t oppressin bourgeoisie, but against the prole-
tariat, and the aim of which 1s to continue and Intensify capital~
A8t exploitation by the Buppression of all democratic liberties.

"But even the ascent of this dangerous enemy of the proletariat
could have worked as & lever for the revolution, if only the Com-
punlst Party had understood how to bring into motion against it
all proletarian forces. But the Stalinist bureaucracy did not

even recognize the danger, to say nething of beins able tof ight
against 1t. The absoluteiy crazy estimation of the Socilal-

. Democracy as "Social Fascisn" led to the aprroach to real fascism

program of national and social liberation, support of the fascist
referendum against the social-democratic government of FErussia in

1631, etc.). This program of adapting oneself to nationalist agi-~
‘tation, and the bureaucratic~cowardly evasion of a military strug-
‘gle against the fasclst opponsent found its support in Soviet

Russian forelgn policy which was solely governed by day-to-day con-
siderations. This forelgn policy saw its task in keeping alive
German~-French antagonism, in order thus to exclude an intervention
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from the west. Basically, Soviet Russian forelgn policy is, of
courcse, abtsolutely justified in exploilting for its)own ends the
differences of intecrests existing between imverialist powers. Fut
1t 1z an unheard-of crime to sacrifice the interests of the prclc-
tarian revolution to day-to-day considerations of forelgn poliicy,

The crininal, ©lind policy of the German Communist Party (for
which the whole Comintern bears complete responsability) led to the
shameful defeat without struggle of the German nroletariat. The
miserable collapse of the Germen Communist Party (which was con-
firmed anew by the melancholy result of the Saar FPletiscite of
January, 1935¥ delivered the final proof that the Comintern had
transformed itself from a subjective factor of the world revolu-
tion into an objective obstacle to the world revolution. From
this fact resulted the absolute necessity of building the Fourth
International., ’ :

26. The policy of bureaucratic ultimatism fourd its comple-
ment in unirincipled combinations with bankrupt bourgeols politi-~
clans, pacifists and noveliste (Lord Marley, Barbusse, Romain
Rolland, Helnrich Mann, etc.) as well as in the "Peace Congresses"
organlzed by the Stalinists, the league arainst Imjerialism, the
Friends of the Soviet Unlon, etc., a policy which is the exact
opposite of the Leninist united front tactic for winring the prole-
tarlan nasses and which reflects the bureaucratic admiration of
"people in high positions," and the bureaucratic scorn of the re-
volutionary forces of thé masses.

27. In 1934, a new turn of the Comintern policy was enforced
by the inner-political situation of the Soviet Union as well as
the foreign-political situation, altered by the victory of fascism
in Germany. If so far the Leninist united front tactic in rela-
tion to Social-Democracy had been regarded as "counter-révolution-
ary," now every opportunity presenting itself anywhere was used to
- make an alliance not only with Social-Democracy, but also with its
masters, the liberal bourgeolsie,and this treacherous capitulation
before"bourgeois democracy recelved the pompous name of "Popular
Front.,

28. Stalin's declaration to the French Premier Laval (May,
1935) that "he understood and approved campletely the policy of
national defense of France" signalizes the Comintern's walk-over
into the camp of imperielism. Soviet diplomacy, which meantime
Jolns the League of Natlons, advocates "collective security" (i.e.,
the securlty of the imperialist robbers to continue to rob without
hindrance), international arbitration, and the like. Thereby, the
Comintern makes itself the prop for the oldest and most worn-out
11llusions with which imperialism deceives the masses and prepares
them for the mass slaughter, and this at a moment vhen Ttaly's
brutal assault on Abyssinila demonstrates ¢clearly the whole empti-
nesgs and shallowness of the lying phrases of collective security.

29+« The Seventh Torld Congress, assembling at last in the
autumn of 1935, signifles the break with the last remnants of Com-
-Intern traditions. '"Popular Front" and "National Defence," social
betrayal and social chauvinism are all that this Congrees -~ a
hollow stage performance of bureaucratic marionettes -- had to. .

offer to the world working clasas.

30« The Stalinist demand in all countries, in exchange for
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their willinmecss to defend the #atherland, only ore price, lee.,
that the foreign policy of the resncctive ¢runtry should rot be
directed arainst te Soviet Union. It needod only the Franco-
Sovlet military apreement in order to trunsform the French Stelin-
1sts Into the worst tyne of chauvinists, preaching natioral fratep-
nlzation of all clagses and of all political and religious deriomi-
natlons. The Tritieh Stalinists have no other aim but to get the
British bourgeoisie to become a slgnatory to the Franco-Scviet
-agreement. Already today, tYe American Comintern section endorses
a viar of the United States aralnst Javan "for the defense of the
Soviet Unlon." Although a war of the U.S.A. against Japan --
glven a correct pollcy on the vart of the proletarian party --
Wwould offer tremendous possinilities for the proletdarian world re-
volution, the Ame:-ican Stallniats are preaching already now the
renunciation of the revolutionary class strupgle and the support
of the American bourgeoisie, the mightiest and most dangerous im-
Perialist bourgeoisie of the world. In China, the Stalinists are
prépared to deliver the Chinese proletariat and voor peasants again
Into the hands of the counter-revolutlonary Chiang Kal-shek, if
. "the latter only declares himgelf willing to turn his bayonets
“against Japan, .

In the emall European countries, the Stalinists declare them-
selves already now defenders of Mnational independence." They for-
get completely that these countries are links in the imperialist
chain, and that they also carry on war with lmperialist aims. As
far as Czechoslovakla is concerned, a nation which ig particularly
near to the heart of the Stalinists, this is not a national state
at all, but only a conglomeration of nationalities, held together
by French imperialism. Poland, Rumania, Belgium, etc. are fhem—
selves oppressors of natlonal minorities. Holland, Belgium, Portu-
gal and others have colonies of thelr own which they exploit with a
brutality second to none of that of the great imnerialist powers.
The Austrian Stalinists declare that they are prepared to defend
the "independence of Austria -- of. thig artificial creation, in-
capable of Independent existence -- 1f only the Austrian bourgeoi-
gle (and Franco-Erglish capital) will allow the Stalinists a cer-
tain amount of legality for thelr patriotic loyal Pronaganda. The
German Stalinigts in emlgration have become invertcd socisle-
patriots, have transformed thewselves from nationalist chanplions
against the Vergallles Peace Treaty to defenders of the status quo
created by thls very same treaty. It follows from tle present
positlion of the German Stalinists that they will lmmediately trans-
form themselves into real soclal-patriots as soon as in Ge rmany
the fascist dictatorship should be substituted by another type of
bourgeois regime. . '

As against this enormous betrayal of the interests of the
proletariat, the organizations of the Fourth International adhere
to the Internationalist slogan of turning the imperialist war into
a ¢1vll wary not the defense of the reactionary national frontiers,
which already decades ago became s brake on any kind of progressive
development, but their abandonment; the creation of the United
Soviet Republics of Europe and of the whole world is our alm.

v 31, Due to the social-patriotic transformation of Stalinism,
for all practical purposes all the differences botween the Second
International,which-owes its artificially prolonged cxistence only
to the degeneration of the Comintern, and the Third Intcrnational
have disappeared., Thus, it 1s only logical if the problem of
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"organic unity" -~ tre amalgamation of the Second and Third Inter-
nationals -- 1s increasingly coming to the forefront. In those
countriee where reformism atill has the monopoly power over the
working-class movement (Britain, Scandinaviak the parties of the
Second Intcrnational onpose organic unity. In 3elpium, the recent
succesges of the Stallnists erd the faillure of the Labour Party
may probably have caused thc latter to becone more gympathstic to
the ldea of amalgamation. In France, however, the Communist Party,
which 1s now growing at the cxpense of the Social-Democracy, 1s
dolaying the matter, Nowhere, however, is there any principled,
lrreconcilable antagonism. ‘What matters only are Purely bureau-
cratic bargaining metbods. But no matter whether 'organic unity"
s reallzed or not, thd advanccd worker must have no doubt that
Stalinlsm and Soclal-Democracy are "not antipodes, but twing," that
they both are yellow agencies of rotting capitalism. :

32+ At prescnt, the Comintern is expericnecing a certain growth
which 18 not to be under-estimated, but as a soclal-treacherous and
soclal-chauvinist, not ag a rcvolutionary party. Faced with tro-
mendous politlcal tension, alrcady signalling everywhere the ap-
broach of the new world war, the masses rush to the left and find
there "the only door known to them, that of the Comintern. Thus, at
the last clections the French Communist Party could more than double
its votes (the number of deputles being increased seven-fold).
Above all, ths proletarian districts ---Parls and suburbs -~ voted
Communist. Also, thc Eelgizn Communist Party, always very weak,
could register in this year's elections a 8success walch is not un-
imvortant (ankincrease of moro than 100% of votes against 1932,
threefold increase of mandatos). Certaln successes can be reglg-
teroed by Stalinism also in Spain, in Switzerland, partly also in
Czechoslovakla, A growth of other sections (England, Holland, -
Scandinavia, America, etc.) 1s, if not certain, not at all improb-
ables, But while the magses hope that the Third Internatiocnal will
save them from the danger of a war, the Comintern ig preparing
1tself to become the main political instrument in the coming imper-
1alist war. Thus, the Comintorn takee the place of the worm-out
Second Intcernational in the service of bourgeols democracy and im-
perialism, but it carries within it tremendous contradictions.

33._  These recent successes of the Comintcrn arc confusing
above all thoe retty-bourgeois philistines who have united themcelveg
in the "International Bureau of Revelutionary Socialist Unity®"
(London Bureau), 1.e., thc 5.4.P, of Germany, the English I,L.P.,
the Socialist Farty of Swedsn, the Party of Marxist Unity in Spain
(Nin-Maurin), etc. Under thc impression of the catastrophic defoat
of the German working class wovement some of these centrist partics
were turning in the dircetion of the Fourth Intcrnational. Rut the
Stalinlst turn of the autumn of 1934 pulled along with it into tao
.swamp of Popular Front pollicy the hesitating Jalchers, lMaurins,
Nins, etc., and tle complets absorbtion of the London 3ureau by
Stalinism is now merely a Question of time.

34, A convincing example of the contradictions nov connected
with the prosent pgrowth of the Communist parties is the tremendous
strike movement and factory occupation during the last weeks in
Franco (drawine into it about two million wanual and clorical work-
crs), which startcd to the utter surprise of the French Communist
Party. But whilst this fresh mase movement lg comrcencing on tho
road of revolution, 1t finds cvurywhere obgtacles put in itg path
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by the fosszilized apvparatus of the Comintern., For instance, in-
stead of placinrg 1tsell at the head of the strike novenent and put-
ting forward revolutionary demands, the French Communist Farcy
worked right from the boglnning, togetner with the governmen: =-na
the bosses, in order to find a means of bringing the strike o 4n
end. It may, thereforc, be prophesied with certalnty: cither tha
fresh movement of the proletarian masscs in France wlll gvicep aside
the burcaucratic avvaratus of the Stalinist traitors and cireats a
ncv leadership -- then the nroletarian revolution will be victor-
ious -~ or the treachcrous bureaucrats will become masters of the

situation -- then Fascism will triumphe.

35. The contracdiction between the militant masses who are push-
ing to the left and thc new treache rous part played by the Commun-~
1st partics is presenting to the organizatione of the Fourth Inter-
national great tasks and possibilities. Some of tiosc organiza-
tlons have, in the immediate rast, joined tne socialist partics and
have won over the best elocments there to revolutionary Marxism. In
countries with tremecndously acceleratod inner-political devclop-
ments (France, Belgium), this proved to be a short stage. In other
countrios (Poland, Enzlend) this experlence 1ls nst yct completed.

In others azain (America) they are still at the beginning., But no
matter whether the sections of the Fourth International are vorking
Independently or within the Sccialist Parties, they must direct
thelr attention to the fact that at present the Third International
1s attracting the workers from the Second International. Therefore,
the most essential struggle acainst soclal-imperialism ~- Socialism
or Communism in words, and imperialism in practice -- 1s the strug-
gle against the Comintern, agoinst the Stalinist burcaucracy. The
most impartant task 1s to make clear to the workers the present day
character of the Comintern as an agency of imperialism, to make it
clear to them that a change-over from the Second to the Third Inter-~
national means jumping from the pan into the fire.

36+ The roads and methods of this work will bé manifold and
various, dependent on the whole development and the pecullarities of
each country. It is »f decisive importance to utilize every possi-
- billity in faorcing the reactionary Stalinist bureaucracy into open
antagonism to its social supporters, the revolutionary working
class., It is important everyvihers to vwatch developments with open
eyes, to collect material, to follaw carefully all contradictory
tendencles, in order t5 be able t5 act in time and effectively.,

37. Of the theory and practice »f the first four vwo>rld con=
gresses there 1s not a breath left in the Comintern of the present.
But the strategical and tactical teachings »f the Comintern »f lenin
and Trotsky, the Leninist re-affirmation -f thesretical Karxism,
are n2t forgotten. ' These teachings and experlences have been de-~
fended since 1923 by the Bolshevik-Leninist Opprsition against bur-
.eaucratlc degeneration. They are the foundati~n of the p-litical
and the theoretical work »f the Opposition, which from the start
fought against the the-ry ~f sacialism in a single cauntry as the
source ~f goclal-patriotic degeneration. The Leninist atrategical
teachlngs and experiences, applied to the new events and phenomena,
and the pitlless criticism ~f Stalinist mistakes and crimes durlng
1923-t5 1936 have been used by the Oppositi-n to educate new Bol-~
shevik cadres in the whnhle world., With-ut a thorough study »f the
programmatic d-ocuments and writings »f the Bolshevik-Leninist Oppo-
sition during this peri-d, no proletarian revolutinary -- who wants
t> deserve the name -~ can be qualified for a leading part in the
ranks »f the proletarian vanguard,
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38. By elevating t> the place ~f s-le guiding line <f ite pol-
lcy the strategical aim ~f the proletarisn world revoluti-n, ad»pted
by the Third Internatimal »f Lenin and Troteky, but betraved iy tie
Stallnist bureaucracy, the Fourth Intermatiomal arms itnel® wit: the
teachlings and experience »f almost = century of revolutionary s-rug-
gles botween proletariat and bourgesisie, and re-affirms thereby
the 1deas and the life vi~rk of the great pioneers of the proletar-
l1at, Marx, Engels, Liebknecht, Luxemburg and Lenin.

RULE S

— - — —— —

GOVERNING THE DIREGTING INTEZRNATIONAL ORGANS

. 1. The highest instance »f the yrganizationg assoclated on a

world scale in the movement for the Fourth International shall be

the Internatisnal Conference, which shall adopt the d-cumenis that
~set forth tne prsiti-n ~f the movement "n all important political

Questionss :

2+ Between international conferences, the international direc-
tion »f the m-ovement shall be confided to a General Council, com-
posed ~f.members belonging to various countries and organizationg
~f. the Fourth Internati-nal, elected by the iInternational confer-
ence. : '

A national sectlon shall have the right t> propose the recall
of 1ts member or members from the General Council, which shall be
gccorded by a vote >f two-thirds of the membership of the General

ouncil, . '

The General Council shall meet at least snce a year, to review
the work »f the Bureau for the Fourth International and the Inter-
natioral Secrctariat., = . . ,

The General Council shall have the right to regulate conflicts
in the Bureau and the Secretariat which prevent the regular function-
Ing of the latter.

3. The dally work of maintaining and extending the relations
among the organizations of the Fourth International and of execut-
ing the declsions and carrying out the political line of *+he Fourth
International shall he assured by an inteimacional Secretariat for
the Fourth Interna®.onal, conncsed of five menhers, iocated at the
geat of the Secrciariat and slected by the International Confcerence.
Three candidates shall e elec4ed ai the same time, with consulta-
tive votes, which uhzli tecome desisive votes upon the replacement
of a regular member Ly a candidahe.

Tho I.8. shall publich a regular International Bulletin in at
least the French ard Gorman languages in the name of the I.S. for
the Fourth International. : :

The I.S. shall meet at least once a week to decide on the con~
duct of its daily work, ’ '

4. The Bursau for the Fourth International shall be composed of
the resident members of the 1.8, niue six other representatives,
With eQueal vote, electcd by the intsrraliornal confercnce.

The Burcau shall meet once every two months to review the past
work of the I.S. and to outline the political and organizational
course to be followed in the currcent work of the T.Se




