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CNOLICE

Conrrcdeg, 12 nonths hove elapsed sznce the appearance of the first
In ternci onel :nt crnkl Bulletin of the IV Tni'l, edited by the
lee,, since ithe montn.of Augugt, 1937, with tho 1ssvrpoe of !
tion & Press Service"] Dut you gsk; vlere ig the IV Int'l, ¢
interngtional leacership . §6111 exigt, vhat purpoue dees the T

"e w*l’warlf FELGC that tho absence of. bulleuiqs vire a seriorg
shortcoming which the interncl publicotions of our npflonnl cectioas,
ot bly Fronce, uclnmuu, ond Amertca, heve only pertly made up for,
Loreover, there is mo Azelr of antionecl ~nd intormeiionel nrobleus of

greoct irvortance for our »o'*cv rnd Tor onr world 0"{La*z“uvon' there
were num eTous discinilons ‘n ~ll. our uect“ons, ©nd there was no shori-
ege of docrments -- on the consrery, On the otler hend, AT the Tetie

o)

met :1wore difficulties -- rneterinl rbove all -~ “n its xor wna T it
often hcéd to occuny itegelf only with restions of nr. NO?V"”ﬂow,anoe,
end wes forced {0 neglect olhers, M08t of the % 'r1e 1::13t7 ng ite fleld
of cction to the conntries.of western. Europe the 1,S. has nevertlie-
less openly teken a POuwblon on all vitsl que~b1ors, hes intervened in
numerous »noliticel, organizetinial, UcCU cal and even nersonal mattors
by its criticignm rnu its cdvice, . : A '

The elimost pernenent absence of suff eient finenciel Fierns hes
unforiunctely prevented us for. t00- long fror rsgeoeint ng 01l thé come~
rades of our interactionel moverent im.this work rcnd iron serv: ng ag
the centrsllzlng point of QJscvss,QnJ't* uin our, world orgrnlz"uﬂon.
The generous finnrhcirl | suppor of our jueriean cection which han just

atituted itself ~o the “JOC3Llluu ox’iers Prrtyr ((AP) finelly »Her-
mit us at least in part, <o fill up this grn,

Trom now on there w1ll a))etr, al shorv invervrls, ~ ser:es of
international interual bulleu»n“ in the Frenoh lcngusge, end if soss+ble,
in Germen ond ﬁngl sb ol -~ ecch with r l*qxtcc nuka of »nges, hrv-
ing cs their *asl: (a) rehorus on nrobleus wnd discugeions chr’nging
u» in the Int'l cvrzng Zhe ﬂﬂS*“*enr‘ (bT reno":s on Mliticrl reitive
ity Cirecied by the “nterncitioneal lca(ershxp, {c) the giving of cll
useful infori-ion on the .ectivity of diyferent r*ec,J.orts), (d) Furpish-
ing for internriioncl dis cv'sion & series-of irmortont docwrents —-
theses, resolutvions etc,.~-~ on vlich our inu,rnculonol xovemont wwll
nezL heve to rqsume e resquu”ble POSLLion,, .

The I.f, invices all coriraces to SbUdV c«refull" those OillOJLHJ
to diccugs them in their fetionrl OIER nxzvowons, wo gh “he’r ohinion
on thew, to cormmniceats thHe roinlt o the I..: ey Lo uenc‘a thoﬁr critvicige

. uggescions pronrosgls, COPHU@T“)TO)Ou»lu‘ susleencery inforyi.-
tion, correc: ons eic, eie, ng woll g thelr coetivity redorts, ncilon-
al theses, ond drefis of :esolutions wnach vhe ceesons chell juage
useful to subnit for the 00n81ec*‘t.on ené 6901f10n oi the eavlre in-
ternetional orgenizetinn, x ' e

Sub jeet to 10d”€LCﬁt'Uﬂu’ vhece 'nncrncl bulloiing will oehl with
the followving cuestions «7)f071‘&p€l" in the DTLS?‘WndlCLUVL belov
and bgsed on tue es enb Cl Cocimenty: : .

e LQLLJND - “be npliu of the RS P vii 1 onp covenenty. the B-L Grouﬁ;.
Crupect.' Ve.,.‘ ' S
BEIGIUP’- Atu tude fourrds the POTM ‘the vot° for, Van Zeel nd
~trede~union cucn stion; G‘”CP“"‘ﬁn on our ~ttitude uomurds
viar,



UNITED STA ES - Balaneo sheet<ﬁ?"%ho entry"} the SWP,

Czcohoslovaukia- Situation of thec movement, proparation for the
ncw peorgy,

SPAIN « Activity of the B-L groupand thc I.S,.

ENGLAND # Situation in thc movement; tactics to follow,

GERIIANY - Crisis and split of the I.K.D.; sttitude of tho I.S.

GREECE =~ Situatidn in thc LCI and of thc United Org. of C.I.;
rcsolution of the I.S.

Latin-America - Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Dhilc, Uruguay CtCeees

CLNADA = "Thc Entry" ,

CHINA - Attitude on the war; rcport of activity, situation in the
orge

QRADE-UNION QUESTIONS = In Holland, Bolgium, Francc, Mcxico.

, The I.8, absolutely insists that the subscriptions of national
scctions-=-which have become morc and more rarc--bc turncd in regularly

cven iff the amount is rcduccd, We will have to cnvisage considerable

morc cxpensc in cascs of dclay. Without the help of all scctions,

the most clomentary guarentoc of stability and sccurity cannot be

assurcd. Thc subscriptions of our smcrican comradcs alonc arc not
sufficicnts Let thom serve as an example for all}

These bullotins arc strictly internal, and must not be consideorcd
a mcans of propaganda, Thc lcaderships of scctions arc cXpressly
rcquested to watch that they do not fall into thc hands of our
cncmics or oppoments. Only contributions bearing the mention for
publication" can bec madc public,

The Intcernational Seccrcatariast
for thc Fourth Inxtcrnational

FUND RAISING APPEALS

Leon SEDOFF FUND: Our departed cormrade Leon Scdoff lived and dicd as
a prolctarian, and it is to our organization that thc task rcmains o
covering the considerzble oxponscs rcesulting from his decath, namely,
the burial, tho autopsy, and the toxicologist!s lcgal inquiry,
mcdical treatment, hospital, juridieal proccdurc, ctc., Wc can facc
these cxpenscs only with the support of all comrades znd fricnds of
our intcrnational. That is why wc ask you to start = largc public
fund and transmit substantial funds immcdiagely to the I.S.

FUND FOR THE POI, FRENCH SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATION.#E: France
continucs to be¢ the pivot of the intcrnational gituation, The tasks
of our Prcnch party arc cnormous. To fulfill them with tho ncecssary
cfficacy our comrades ncced your hclp. Intcrnationalism asks morc than
finc wordse=--wacts and sacrificcs} -

FUNDS FOR THE BOLSHEVIK#LENINIST GROUP OF SPAIN must not tarry any
longcrs Splcndid c¢fforts have been made, But far morc 1s nccossary,
The possiblity cxists, despitc cnormous difficultics and pcrsccutions,
of carrying on illcgal work in Spain for the Socialist rcvoluvtion,

c Spenish comrades insistently demand our matcrial aid in cvery onc
of their letters. Fhe Fourth International will not fail in this
task,.
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THE LIFE OF_THE FQURTH INTZRNATIOWAL

BILGIUM- On e scrics:of fund mental queetions the PSR was opposcd to
the IS and the intcernationol movoiicnt, namoly. a) . policy to. Lo £ol=
lowed in Spain (attitude towards the POUW; DY Teodo-Unien- Poricy - -
(formation with the support of btioc PSR of e small dndopcndent.-trade
union contor); c) olccioral tactie and the struglc agairst Foscism
(support by &hc PSR- at th/it timc of thc ecandidatce Van Zcclurnd in
the Brusscls clections ageinst the ‘Roxist candidatg Degrellc)e  On
thesc threc questions, the IS had addrcssed in  dnd tinme 4n open
lotter to the PSR wkich was rcpooduced in the Belgian LUTTE OUVRIFRE,
organ of thc PSR. 1In so far wg ow means permit, we will renfieduce
it in the internal bulletin since the PSR has not’ yot drawn . do=
finitive balancc shoct of those crrers, cxeopt for the first onc.
Other differcnces with thoe Bclglan Party arosc on the quostion of
what toctics to follow in Holland (noutrality of thc PSR toward
froction work within the RSAP and towards the BeL. group), sand on our
attitudc towards the Brussole eonfcrence of the London Burcau (the
PSK cstimating that In vicw of tho Importencc agquircd by thc POUM
which 1s a momber of the Lonodn Burcau tho deeisYemn of-the Intornat?l
Conferonce of 1936 must be ruviscd), . We will rcturn to thesc

‘qucstions, o ; _ ‘ R o .

Today wo wish to acquaint the compadcs”of the. Internstionnl with a
discussion on the attitude of tho prolvtarist during the war which 1s
at prcscnt going on within the PSR, & wvery lnstryctive discussion
that was carricd op in a vory dnfortuantc fashion by Comradc Vors
The nuncrous documon¥ which we will ‘roppeduce ‘bolaw arc tho cssontial
onecse 1. The occasion -Tor tlho discussion was furnishcd by the
faXlowing cxtract from the vorbal hearings of the sub-cormission of
Inquiry on thc Moscpw Prials, which intorrogated Comradc Trotsky. at
Coyozcan in “pril',IQSV,éhan‘éxtrgct roproduccd 4n the first numbor
of tho "Only Road" (the "Casc of Leon Trotdky" ppe £89 and 290): .-

"STOLBERG: You erc & respensiblé rovolutionary figurc, " Russia and -
Franec alrcady havo‘ﬁfmilifary‘allgappo,f,SupﬁQSc'an"intqrnational
war brecks out.: Iam not intcrested inﬂwﬁatfydu,sny-about thc Russian
working class at this timc, F know that. What would you say to the
Froneh working ¢lass 4n rcforcnce to the dofonse of tho Sovict Union?
"Changc thc Fonch bourgecois govornment," would ‘you say?
«ROTSKY: This quostion is morc o loss answorcd in the thosis "The
War and The Fourtli Intornational," in this scnsc: In Fronce I.would
rcmoin in opposition to-the” Governacnt and ‘would develop systomatically
“this opposition. In Gormany I would do anything I could to sabotagc
the war machincry, They arc two difforcrit things. In Germnny end in
Jupan, I would apply militnry mcthods as fac as I am gblc %o fighy,
opposo, and injurc tho machincry,  tho military mochincry of Japan, to
disorganize it, both in Goraeny and Japdn,  In Francc, it is political
opposition ageinst tho bourgeoisic,' and tho prceparation of the pros
loterian rovolution. Both arg rovolutionary mcthods.. But in Geraany
and Japan I hove as my lmmodiatc oim the: d¥sorganizetion af the wholc
machinery. In France, I Have the adim of tho ‘prolctarian rcvolutiona®
S o Lethcr“nf;V%?i
2¢ On tho basis of thce cxcrpt'ﬁﬁﬁIiEﬁEﬁ”Iﬁ"Tho_QNLYvROAD",,Comradc
Vor, addrasséd. the following lottor to tho Bxct, Comms OF the PSR
of Belgiumi ' , : : ' .



Brusscls, Dcecmber 11, 1937
"To thc members of the EC"

- "I just camc into pooscsion of Wo, 1 of the Doe. issuc of tho

- "Only Roud" which 1is cdited by our IS, Monxist Action (Switz.),
Roevolutionary Communists (Aastria) snd the Comrmuinist Intcrnationalists
of Czcchoslovakia,

"In the "book roview scetion® a hcading unalyzing the work "Tho
Casc of L, Trotsky", a book which rcproduccs the worbal Lhearings in
Mcxico3 we rcad: (Therc follows a translation of thc pasazgc. Scco
above,

"For thqso rcsponsible for the rcvicw Including and zbove <11, the
IS of thc Yonter for the Forth Internationak, this opinion of L,T, in
casc of a war of Germany, cte., against Branco-Russia, cte, is an
intcrosting position,

"But ." 1if onc supports the Gorman text as do the readers of the
IS, how must wc undcrst-nd the opinion uttercd by L,T. at the countore
trial in Mcxico on the attibude that we must take in the casc wherce
Germany, cte. makes war on France and Russia, cte,?

enég}bcormany and in Japan, Comradc Trotsky is for the sabotage of
the/war machinc. That is, he is for rcvolutionapy defcatism, In
Franco, ctge, Totsky docs not say that wc must sabotage tho war machne
of French impcrialism, Ho would limit himsclf to a political oppoe
sifion to thoe government and preparc the proletarian rcvolution. In
other terms, in France we must not carry on defcatisn, but prcparc
the prolctarian rcevolution, Morec prcciscly, in Gormany and Japan, we
must- prcparce for the proleoatrian rcvolution by sabotaging the ;..
war machinc, by carrying on defeatism, by transforming this war into
, 2 civil war. On the contrary, in Francc we must 1imit oursclves to =
- systematic opposition to the government, The fact that Com. Trotsky
did not say that we must sabotagc the war-machine in Franceo permits
us to assumc that Com, L.¥. docs not capousc the opinion that we
must carry on dcfcatism in Francc, 1In Francc, in other words, thc
" POI must propore for the prolctarian rcvolution during thc wer by
pursuing another way than that of the Germans, Tt must do it by
another way. Which? If it ' must limit itsclf to systomatic opposi-
tion--this is toerribly vaguc--not by sabotaging the war-machine
therefore not by cerrying on defcoatism, what must the POI do® fhcro
arce two solutions which, concrotely rcduce themsclves to once The
POI will not sabotage the war-machine of Fponch impprialism, will not
carry on defeatism, in a word, will rcmain neutral so far as the
ware-machinc is concerncd, .and that mcans it will -facilithte the
victory of Frcndh_imporialism, or elsc, it will bc consistont and
Faill £ight for the triuwmph of its country, That is'callod‘yocoming-)gx
Agarcol of the Union Sacrcd¢ (Civil Pcaco) _

"And this igithc'ppsitidnﬂthaﬁ the I.8. finds intcrosing? "

"LeTe 2lso said in his rcply: "In France I will do onc thingz; in
Germany another." They arc two different things,he added ond
concluded: "Both arc rcevolutionary noethods." L,T, conccives of two
revélutionary tactics, There must, therefore, have been two fundee
mentally differont situations,




5
"This 1is understindable when it 1is a question of the Sine-
Japanesc war, Therec, in reality, there is on one sidc an imperial-
i1st war; and on the othor side, a war for national indopendence of
a semi=fcudal .and scrri~colonial country so ‘as to prevent the colonie
zatipn of the most advanced sections of the country, The tactics
of the rcvolutionaries in the two countries must be different,

"But what is the fundamental differcnec between’ imperialist
France and imperlalist Germany? ', In their structuro, both urc ime
perialist countries, -One belongs to the satisficd bloc, the othor
to the starved bdoc, The regime of one is' democratic, that of the
other fascist,. If we consider this. indisputable distinction between
fasclsm and bourgsols democracy sufficilent to adopt two different
tactles with respect to-them in case of war fop redistribution of
the world: rcvolutionary defecatism in the Faseist countries and
systematic opposition’ (17) to the government in the dernocratic
countriecd, systomatie,dpposition;withgut_thc usc of defeatism which
rust Ingvitably load to helping’ the war-mdchine of the¢se dmperialists,
then we join up with thd Stalinist policy and our organizations -
will incvitublj‘bdceﬁé'1ntbgpatcd In"L'Un¥on Sacrpéd. :
"Me will be’told: But ‘therc is/Russia, T111 now, thec.POI and
our Party have understood our thescs on wad in the scnse that the

proletariat of a country allied to Russia does .not slly - itsolf
with 1ts bourgcolsic, Not to 'ally onescIf to the bourgdoisie -

- 8lgnifics, In caso of wWar,"thc c¢ontinuantion of tho class struggle
and consequently the practice of ‘defeatisn, ~This 1is what the POI
has cxplaincd hundreds of tiimes, this is what we also have oxplained
thousands of times. =+ - - ' . o

"The exerpt produced by us from the review "The Only Rodd". and
which 1s presentcd to our rcaders’ in SwitzZepland, Austria and
Czechoslovakla, an exerpt found intcresting b the IeS., will
ideologically disarn our corradcs In thesc countr cs and, by rc-
bounding,our supporters in other-countrios, - '

“T consider this‘opinion‘as-totally falséjidangérbus and icading
our movement to. sink | Into L'Utifon’ Sacreé in tho bourzcois-
democratic countries. R D DS

"I intond to immodiately write' Cem, Trotsky to ask him if this
gXcerpt really rcpresonts his thoqght,f" o , : _ v

"I also intond to conderm thosé who find'this cxcerpt intcrosting,
and ask irmmediatoly for a gencral discussion in the Center for the
4th Int'l on this QUOstion.'i o ~ Revolutionary grcctihgsh

“G. Vor.ttocto..-"oouio. N

3e We leave aside a long polemic botween Cofty Cuaille and Com, Vors
The positions of Coms Canille arc rore syBtimatically laid down in
the articlc of w.ste to be roud further on; while tho accusations
brought against Com. Canillc by Come Ver, have . proven to be largely

bascd on an ecrror, 6f nisunderstanding.

Reply of Trotskﬁfio Ver, . S
. But hoerc 1is the first roply of Cors TrotB3Ky addrcsscd to Com,
»+% Van who had sent him the doocumentg whilc he was vacntioning

in the country: ' '
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Jan, 2, 1938
"Dcar Com, Van:

I havent't cven a copy of the "Case of L.T," horce' I cannot
thercfore analyze the text nor, above all, the context. But
the question is very clcar cven without thiateeat lcast for those
who do not deliberately want to get tangled wpe. The cormission,
as was its duty, manifcested a deep intorcst towards thc question
of my cttitude toward the USSR and cmEpeccially during war. "If
you don't want to support'the govits allicd to thc USSR, you arc
practically a dofcatists" Such was the meaning of the cormissioncrst
arguments,. particularly, if I do not deccive mysclf, Stolberg and
in part, thc lawycr finorty. It is casy to sce that thcy rceproducc
in this way the argunicntation of our ultra-lofts, only with the
oppositc mign (one can scc even in this that ultra-leftism is
bourgcois thought, only turncd upside down and carricd to an ex=-
treme)a I answcred in the scnsc that we develop our pdlicy not
thru governucnts, but thru the masses and while remaining in
irrcconcilablc opposition towa rds the bourgois govits allied to
the ‘USSR, such as France, in the practical application of our
general linc we'do all==all we possibly can, to protect the intore
csts of théd defénse of the USSR (or China, ctee.)e Then I had to
give in thils cennection, somec bricf examplecs, along thce line of
those which served me. in $ho discussion on the Chinesc question
(two ships, -etc)s In sum, thc question recduccs itself to knowing
whether we aro obliged to ‘defcnd thc USSR or another more "authentic”
Workers! Statc, in casc of war, without giving up recvolutionary
opposition == and if ycs, by what means.: This qucstion isg decalt
with in my articlc dirceceted against Croipcau, For the noment, I
- have nothing to add to it, ? - :

"It is possiblc that therc is some lack of predision in the
stcnographic report, It is not a wmatter herc cither of o pro=
grammatic text wecllethought out, or evon of an article, but of
a stcnogrphic report drawn up by the Commission. You know that
I did not cven have the chanco to revisc it mysclfs, Some mise
understandings, imprecisions may have crcpt in., Enenmids  can
rmake usc of them, but serious comrades nust grasp the qucstion
in its totality, I rcmgin completcly on thc basc of the thescs
of the 4th Int'l on war. There is a subjcet preciscly rclated
to this theme and which from its incception had arouscd the ope-
position of Ver, and Craipcau, It is on this that we must spcak
out: Has or has not thec c¢xpcericnce of the last years confirmed

our thcscs on this dceisive peoint?

. "I saw by chancc that the Amcrican Lovestoncitcs have also tried
to usc thc same isolatcd citation so as to present the natter os
if I had two opposing policics during war=<«one for thc dcmocratic
countrics, thc obher for the fascist countrics., Nothing is more
absurd, The war will not bec thc compctition of politiéal rcgincs.
It is a question of sharing thc world, of definitd¥cly subjugating
China and winning back the USSR for capitalism, Our policy during
the war must thercforc be adopted to the character of the war,
We arc against the onslavericnt of China as welre against the ro-
cstablishrment of capitalisn in the USSRe. We thereforc help the
USSR, likewisc China, during war by all the mcans at the disposal
of an opprcsscd and noneruling class which rorins in irrcconcilable
opposition towards its govit by preparing to overthrow it and sdze
power, This is how thc question is poscds Whocver poscs it othere=
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wlse sceks to evade answering dt or else, very simply, to tangle
it 21l up.

"As for Courade Ver., Who unfortunatoly moves further and further
away from Marxism, it is exirenely charceteristic that he finds
it possible to support Sncevliiet in his tetally opportunist struggle,
henceforth in the open, rzninst the 4th Int'l and at the sone tine
direct against us his ultra-left intransizence., So as not to
deprive the NaS of governuintal nanna, Suceviist has a complctely
concllirtory, diploratic and equiveeal attitude towards his gov't
in peacc~tinc, Con ond believe for an instant thot in cesc. of
war, with Holland's participrtions, Sneevlict will be crpable of
a revolutionary attitudc? Orly a blinderan cculd believe it,
The duty of everyrcvolutionist in Hollend, os elscvhere, 1s to
denounce pitilessly the policy of Snocviiot which cen vuly corpro=
nise the 4th Int'l, Instgud of that, Vor, scts’himself up os
Sncevlict's guardian~anptl, He protects him sgainst froction |
work, that is, against Morxisn, aos he nlraady had protectéd thoe
poor ecntrists of the POUM against "nuclci-vork" on the part of
the 4th Int1l, The world appears to bc up sido=down in Ver,!s
head, On every occrssion, he only riakes new ristrkesd to cover
up the precceding oncs ob to turn attontion away from them. He
1s oscillating now betwecn Sneevliet and the Bordigists and his
oscillntions becone irorc and rore riecnacing, fortunately not for
the 4th. Int'l, but unfortwintely for Vorsy himself, "I hove alrendy
written in o prececding letter thot we st snve Ver, from hine
solf, %This task bgcau*suﬁoﬁﬁgbuﬁﬁin;thaﬁLCVcnuhmBut;Com. Ver,
con be savedneither by concossions nor by tondiderations, The
firnm bulwerk of wll tho,4th Int'l ‘sections, the Bolglan included,
st be opposed to him,” In onycnsc; the dceclsive guostion for
Veret!s future: is not his factious distortdon with rcgard to badly
1ntorpreted,';aolated;¢uutatinn,ﬂbut{his“gttitudé'towgrds:thc? .
POUM and 8necvliet, that is for Murxism or oppertinism, for the
4th Int'l or for the London-Burcnu, TR - xay
"This 18 all I ¢an pay for the rioment and I rcally belicve that
after 211 the polemics of thesc lost years, it complectcly suffik es,
. . . "My best greetings,
' . .. .. 7. Ly Trotsky"

.

4+ RESOLUTION OF THE CENTR.AL COMHITTEL OF PHE BELGIAN PSI,:

. v € PSR, nCoGINg Jant 22 nhd 2o, By OTTor. a
scarching examination of the cxtrdct appoaring in tho Monly Road®
and cbnsldered by the editorisl-bosrd as an intercsting position,

T as well as. docuhents subriitted for its- deliberations on this

question, considers: ‘ _
‘  "™hat 1t was on Efror'dh'the'pafi " of the "Only Road™ cditorinl
board to cxtr-ct thesc 10 lines from the voluminous book reproducing
the Vorbal. Jearings of the Corm, of Tiquiry on the Moscow trirls, -
and to publish this cxtrrct. without any other polifigei conuent, it
w - " breught - trouble into revolutionary ranks,, S
Consoguently: the CC of-%hé‘?SR»rQaffirmslits position on tho
necessity of the compleote pragtice of rofolutionary dofentisnies

to wish for and ceneur inthc defead of its impericlism and to wefit
by military rqverses so as, to transform this inporialist wir into

a civil ‘war with the taking of power as tho o joete=in dnperiniist

, countries "allica® to the USSR ns woll as in "enermy" imperinlist

w0, publish then with theé introductory:rgmhrk ﬁan“;ntar,sting.gouitiong

~
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countricsjin a word, to strugglc for the defent of nll inpcrinlisms
and thc victory of the world revolutions ‘

"It considers that only this policy can ‘éffectively defond the
econoriic basc of Rugsia and prevent the rcstoration of the emonomic
systcm of privatc propcecrty nand that this policy of defeatism cx=-
c¢ludcs in no respcet the strugglc of workers in all countrics to
strengthen the warestrength of the USSR, the progressive comp in
the Spanish civil war as well as coloninl and scmil=coloninsl countrics
fighting for their nntional indcpcndencc. (Resolutior prssod une
aninouslya ) : ;

The CeCe of the PeSeSR. ~sks Com. Trotsky to Plonso cxplain
what he cans by sabotage of the ware-machine in ‘eneriy" countrics
of the USSR, ns well as systcmatic polibfical opposition in countrics
n1lied to the USSR, ;

The CC. of the PSR at the samc time asks if hc docs not consider

that therce is a contradiction between aasbotage of the war-machine
and articlc 79 of our thcscs on war, ‘

5« In thc nmeanwhile, Come L.T. scnt the following letter to the
I.S. To the I.S., copy to nll scctions of the 4th .Int'ls

. ON THE CARICATURE OF DEFEATISM:

In ny QTETGr Lo Comie Von (&/1/3B7, I had admitted tho possibility
that in the stcnographic rcport (The Cnsc of L.T,) some unfortu-
nate cxprcssions night have slippcd in (ab the moment I did not
have the book at hand)e No man who thinks sancly and honcstly,
besddos, will start out to find the rcply to the fundrrcntol pro-
blems 8f our policy during war in a bricf, verbal reumark madc
during discussions which lasted onc weck. Howcver, I now scc wih
sibisfaction that ny reply to Stolberg 1s transeribed in the re-
port with sufficient cxactitudc and is ir. full accord with our
progrormatic thesess (war and the 4th Inttl) -

There is however no nced for e to rcturn to this qucstion,
Corle WeSte has written on this subject an article in Germnn ("Zu
den sufgabon des Prolctariats im Kricge, printed in tho How Inbtore
nationel for May, 1938)e I most warnly rccomiend this article to
the a2ttention of all comrades, &8s the article is not confincd to
any"intornal" polemie, it con and must, in ny opinion, be repro=’
duced in all our publicections. The cxcellernt article of Come Weste
show; ancw that new, very scerious Margist cadres have grown up
crioung, use This articlc has completely done away with any ncces=
sity of my personally polenizing cgainst Corie Vorets rccent
writings, wherce therc is nothing but scholasticism and casuistry,

On thc subjcct of Come WesBt.ts articlc, I allow nysclS to
nake oneparticular romark, W.st, draws an absolutcely correct
principled diffcrencc between revolutionary "dofeatisn® with
réspoct to onct's own imperinlist oov't and ncts of dircet nilitary
sabotnge in favor of amother country- (Workers! Statc, coloninl
country, ctCe)e Howcvor{ it would hardly bc¢ corrcet te includc
arong ccts of this typc ‘nass decscrtion"s Depertion of 2 rovo-
lutionary character can only bedence & mass onc under conditions
of an cnorrous influencc of the rcvolutionary party. Bubt such o
condition: in the amry and country in iteclf alrcady significs
the approach or the beginning of the rcvolutiones Under those
conditions, it would hardly be admissable to cut off thc rcvolu=
tionary vanguard from thc nass-arny of the lattor in the namc of
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an epiéodic military aid to a ﬂorker'é Btate or an oppressed country,
Ooncerning -*mass.desertion', one can s8ay in this case the same thing as
in-many others: it is e;ther‘imppasible or supérfluous and harmful, .

I hope that the German text of w. 8t,'s article has'Beeh éenf'%Biaii
sections and will be translated into the different languages.
‘Jan 26, 1938 Te - ‘

: gomments of W, St, and 1,S,
6..7 On the subject of Com, w, st.'s article, the following is a remark
he gives us; - : o

"The accompanying text of my article has undergone some slight ,
modifications in style, A note is added, with a reference of Lenin,
I discarded the slogan of "mass desertion", after the remark of Com, . T,
Indeed, If ‘we cannot re?roach those soldiers who, lacking all enthu-
siasm for the cause of "their". imperialism and rather sympathizing with
the cause of the non-imperialist "adversary", pass over to the other
side, it would be false to meke a slogan out of it for the reasons

‘given by Oom, Trotsky. - 35/3/38 ~ w.st. ) a )

a

7. The artiole of w,st, in question will be found in the next ‘pumber of
"IV Internationalﬁ‘review of the POI,and “New International" for May,

8. Oom, Ver, believes that the opinion expressed "by Oom, L,T, at
Ooyocan (The Oase of L,T,) and especially that expressed by Com, Camille
in his letters to the E,0, of the PBR (reproduced in the internal pub-
lications of the PBR) ere in contradiction to the line followed up till
‘now By our international movement on the war question, and believes
that he has found the "key to the enigma" in our theses .on mar ("War

& the 4th Int'l,), adopted in 1934 by the I,S. and published in pam-
Phlets in several languages), theses which, gccording to him, would
permit several interpretations. .We reproduce here the essential pas-
sages from the oriticism of Ver. and the amendments he proposes to
make to our theses, ) - : S

Second Ietter of Ver, - x
A fter having emphasized his'EEEﬁIETE“EEEE?H—ﬁTEﬁ'points 18, 19 and 20
of the theses (clapter "Defense of Democracy"), Ver. contimes:

"But there is & 'but', There is no preciseness to be found as far ase
the eventuality of the participation of the USSR in the war on the .side
of ‘democratic! ‘countries and on which, as the theses clearly indicate,
we will also find dictatorial and pérhaps openly fascist countries,

An abstraction is made of the eventual participation of the USSR in this
imperialist bloc, and this is a shortcoming, - : o

"It will be obiected: 'But the theses devote a maior chapter to this
question', Yes, we shall shortly see that preciseness is equally lack-
ing there, . The chapter #reating of a war between 'democratic! and fase:
cist countries, must contain o point saying that the participation of
the USSR in the camp of 'democracy? would change not in the slightest
the attitudemoward these 'deri.cracies®, This above all in time of war,
This would be a most valuable preciseness,

"Let us contime the gxamination., In the chapter "the USSR ard; {iipéria~
list groupings® we find in point 43 : L

'The'Interndtioaal.pfoletariat will not decline to, deferd the USSR even

JA 1

if the latter should find itself forced jinto a military alliance °

P A , v
| WOf revolwplﬂnngéS 7 g i ’ ' v
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-with some imperialists egainst others, But in this case, even more
than in any other, the internationcl proletarial must safeguard 1ts
complete politicgl Independenceé Ifrom Soviet diplomacy and thereby
alsd Irom Tthe burecaucracy ol the srd lnternational'  (our emphasls -
ver,) ' R

"Here also preeigeness is lacking, What dges tcomplete independence
from Soviet diplomacy' signify% -According to one's understanding,
interpretations will differ, The concrete aspects of the 'indepen-
dence' must be insisted upon, We will see theat thifh cgueness bew
comes apperent in the measure that we enalyze these, %ﬁégt. 44, fol-
lowing the pessage quoted, we reed: L h .

"  'Remaining the devoted and determined defender of the workers
state in the struggle with imperialism, the internationel proletar-
iat will not however, become an ally of the imperialist allies of the
USSR. ., The proletariat of g capitalist country which finds itself in
en alliance with the USSR must retain fully and completely its irre- -
concilable hostility to the imperialist government of its oWn COUNLTIY,
In this sense Its polioy will not differ .irom that of the proletaria
.in a country fighting against the USSR,  But in the nature of practi-
cal action considerable differences mey arise depending on the con-
crete war situation. For instance, it would be absurd end oriminal.
in oase of war between theé USSR and Japan for the American proletar-

- 1at to sabotage the sending of American munition to the USSR. But the
proletariat of o country fighting agninst the USSR would be absolute-"
1y obliged to resort to actions of this sort - strikes, sabotage, etol

We remein 'the deternined 'and devoted' defenderg (very literary), and
we 8o rot become the ally of our bourgeoisie . because 1t is the fally!
of:Russia, Let us first note that if there is only one effective
Marxist defense of the USSR's sub-structure - the revolutionary Marx-
ist defense - one can mention 36 other ways. Some, to speek only of
tendencies within our "Center', think that the only defense, the real
defense, the_besp;deﬂagse;?isyibfplacéigl;,Qur~zevqlutionary enphasis
on the overthrow of our own bourgeoisies and that with all the arms
war will give us¢ Others that we nust sugpend this struggle against
the bourgeoisie of the camp in which is"Tound the USSR, so that the
camp opposed to that of the USSR gives up, Now return to the pare-
greph cited which one can interpret in these two ways, &s one wishes,
Both tendencies con claim for themselves this esscntial passege of
our thepis. : C : _

"Thus it seys thet we tmaintsin our implécable hostility to the im-
perialist govermment of our own country',s Does this hostility mean
that we must put the accent of ell our activity oh the ¢verthrow of
. our bourgeoisie or on the defeat of the advergery of couyntries oppos-
ed to the USSR? Camille will interpret it in his way, He'will main-
tain' an implecable hostility ?to the démocratic government! but will
not allow its wer strength to be hormed, Bettor, while mainfaining
thisthostility' he will defend it politically an& militarily.* :

* Ver, here alludes to the polemic with Camille, In my letters there
isn't the slightest passage permitting Ver, to meke such monstrous

- allegations, My thought has always been thot cxpressed in our war . .
thesis and in w. st.'s article, that is, exactly the opposite of

that attributed to me by Ver,, who is the one and only author of the
"interpretation” in question of our theses on war, As for the two
tendencies which confront one another on this question in the "Centery
that is, in the T,8.. that is equslly an invention. '
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"The part of the thesis dealing with practical actions is 8till more
subject to diverse interpretations, A lthough the excerpts given by us
deal wholly with the policy of proletarians in countries 'allied! +0 the
USSR in case of war, we quote t0 point out that in the nature of prachi-
cal actions considerable differenccs may arise depending -on the concrose
war situation, What .stirs up still more trouble is to take the casc of
a war between an imperinlist country.and the USSR, Who Will deny that
in the case of a war of Japan againet the USSR, the proletarians of the
imperialist countries have the dutvy of sabotaging with all their strengt
the war’ apparatus of Japan and struggling to increasc the strength
the war . apparatus of Japan and struggling to increase the strength
of the USSR. -A conerete example ‘of the attitudé to take in a country
'allied! in an imperialist war should have been given, That would have
avoided equivocal interprétations, - TR IS : ‘
"the exariple of the USSR - Japan, given above, ‘18 now fréquently cited,
It 18 worth nothing in the ldiscussion Faised -~ ‘after tnking a position
as ‘catezoric as :that of ‘the 'Only Road', and especially that of Camille,
We think all the exariples given 'and that will be given regarding the
correct attitude in Abbysinia, Snain and Ohina are no longer worth-while
in justifying the position we ehould take :in an imperialist country
allied to thc USSR ‘in-nn iriperimlist war, ' It's not & gqudstion of
Bp@¥in8.90WS“an@.ErusaeleﬁﬁpxquteiﬂéIn;ﬁpq;n}xttgiawargit;m war with
imperialist intervention. In China, & 'war of natioral independence,

"But you will say: you polerilze against points lendirg themselves to
more confusion, - You separate ‘them from the body of the theses, you don'
cite the following passage which is irreproachable, - Here it is in its
entirety, Even .this categoric passage allows two internretations:

145, Intransigeant ‘proletarian opposition to the imperinlist ally of the
USSR rust ‘develop, onthe Oone hand, on ‘the basis of intermational class
policy, on the other, on the basis of the ‘imperialist aims of ‘the given
governnent, the treacherous character of this "alliance", ite specula-
tion on capitalist overturn in the UB8R, ‘etc, The policy of a proleta-
rian party ‘in-an "allied" as well ae in an enenmy imperialist country
shiould therefore be directed towards the revolutionary overthrow of

the bourgeoisie and the seizure of power, - Only ‘in this way can a real
alliance with the the USSR be ¢r¥eated and ‘the first workers' state De
8aved Trom dieasler,™ . o oo o o e T T T

"At first ‘sight, this Bections deserves no ‘reproach,” It is clearly
stated that 'every revoluttonary!, in an 'allied' as well as anemy ‘
country should theérefore strive for the revolutionary overthrow of the
bourgeoisids and the Beigure of power,! - Until the publication of 'The
Only Road' extract, 'this ‘part of the theeis appeared. clear to us. It
is no longer so ‘because ‘the editors of 'The Only Road' will show to& -
morrow, and Oamille has already done so, that onec can e¥en fight for
the revolutionary overthrow of ‘his Gwn bourgeoisies by a .Bystematic
'political! opposition!, without harmfng the war-streéngth of countf
ries allied to the USSR.- As for us, we understand this point dealing
with the overthrow of the bourgeoisie/ and ‘the taking of power in -
countries 'allied! as well ‘as'cnemies! . to the USSR, and the overthrow
of this bourgeoisie by the undermining of its war-strength, by revo-
lutionary defeatisr and -the ‘trahsformation of the imperinlist war
into civil war, ‘Thus we Sec that even the most precise paragraph can
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be interpreted differently. Dangerous!

"In our criticism of the chapter 'The Defense of Democracy', we lcve -
dicated that our position in a war betwcen idemocratic! countrice and
fascist is defined by makinr an abstraction out of the participation

of the USSR in the bloc of 'democratic! countries, We consider this

a grave shortooming of the theses, ‘

"In the chapter 'The USSR and Imperialist Qombinations!, we find: !We
maintain our political indcpondencé from Soviet diplomacy and bourgeois
governnents,! 'We do not become the allies of our bourgcoisie because
it is allied to the USSR', 'We maintain our implacable hostility toward
the imperialist governrment and 'VWe rmust strive for the revolutirnary
overthrow of our bourgcoisie,' Wwhat is not found are the concrete
neans t0 carry out these affirmations which are categoric, but stripped
of preciseness -- revolutionary defeatism, and the transformation of
inperialist war into oivil war is absent, It is found only further

on, at the place where it is a question of an imperialist war in which
the USSR is not involved, Rather, let's sce:

"In the chapter 'Defeatism' in the Inperialist War' we find the fol-
lowing: 59, The, transformation of imperialist war into civil war is
that zeneral stratezic. task to which the whole work of a proletarian
party should be subordinated Quring war,'. . -

"Then point 60, 'The revolutionary struggle for peace which takes on
ever wider and bnlder forms is the surcst means of 'turning the imper-
ialist war into civil war,' '

"In the chapter irmediately following this on 'ijar, Fascism and the
Army of the Proletariat!, we find !'the whole revolutionary program of
strugzle agzainst war is revolutiomory defeatism and the transformation
of imperialist war into civil war,! '

"Thus, in the chapter on war between democratic and fascist countries,
and abstraction is made out of the eventuality of the USSR's partici-
pation in the democratic bloc, and in the chapter 1The USSR and Imper-
ialist Combinations", irreconcilable, implacable opposition and ‘re-
volutionary overthrow of one's own bourgeoisie! is only spoken of,
without encc stating that this opposition and this overthrow can be
done only through anplication of the whole programn of strugzle against
war (defcatism, transformation of the imperialist war into civil war),

"To put an end to all confusion, this serious shortcoming rust be
repaired, otherwise we will see comrades like Oanille drag down others
to positions which will fatally weaken ougﬁgplitical indenendence and
resistance, and that just when irperialist /s launched!

"Po our mind, we must make changés in the theses of our Center, Changes,
precisions if desired, which will take into accofint the most probable
hypothesis: an imperinlist war into which the USSR will be dragged.,
It's a matter of successively and clearly defining the attitude of
revolutionaries in differecnt countries and in the USSR,

"We will do so at the erd of this contribution, But from what al-
ready proceeds, we think thatworkcrs of countries allied to the USSR
can have only the position 1laid down by L,T. in his reply to Craipeau,
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the position of the C,P, in Lenin's time: - But just the same, does
Craipeau, for example, doubt the proleverian character of the Sovict
state in 1913841923, or at least, to make a concession to ultra=leftisn
this time, between 1918-1921? 1In this epoch, the Soviet state maneu-
vered on the international arema and sought for "temporary allies®,

At the seme time, precisely during this period was defeatisn rade a
duty for the workers of all:"enemy"_or'"temporary,allied" imperial-~
ist countries," .«

¥k ok ok ok ok *okokokk ok *ook ok kokox * oK K ok ok

After a few generalities and efter declaring that "For us the nature
of practical aotioqs brought about by the concrete war si%uation can

"ABSOLUTE CONTRADICTION_WITH DEFEATISM

"As it wrs presented to the readers of *'The Only Road',’the excerpt
cited as particularly interesting and the interpretation given to it
not only by Cemille but elso by those defénding it, -- all that is in
absolute 'contradiction with revolutionary defeatism ds donéeived of
by Lenin, , f

"In his article entitled tDefeatiom in“the'Imperialist Wart, July 26,
1915, Lenin wrote: YNow,. when we speek .of revolutionsry acts in war-
time against ocur own countryts govtt,.it is indubitable, incontestable
that it is not only a matter of wishing this gov't's defeat, but of
effeotively‘conourring in ite,' T D

H

"In the dame article ve Tind the following: 'Revolution in wartime is
civil war, Now the transformation of the war of a gov't into civil
wor is fedilitated by military reverses, by governmental defects;

On the other hand, 1t is impossible to gontribute to this transforma-
tion into 'civil war if one does 'not Push 1t towards JeTeot w e
Same blow,f  (Our emphasis, Ver,) N S B

"These two thoughts of the suthor of this revolutionary strotegy in
wartime, and we could cite others, are perfectly clear, We assume
that Lenin had not chonged his opinion after the ‘revolution on what
is the essonce of revolutionery defectiam itself,

"If therefore, as com, Trotskyxrecqlls,in his document egoinst Crai-
peau -- in 1918-1921 the Soviet stete mode *defeatism! a duty for
workers of all imperialist countries, tenemies! ortallies', this sig-
nifies that in Lenints time the non-degenercted tlorkers! State would
have demonded of revolutionary workers in imperinlist countries 'oll-
1ed' to the USSR, not only *to desire the defeat of their imperinlism,
but also, ~nd above all, to effectively conour in it, T

"And if by defeatism is understood to concur in the' defeat of onets
own imperinlism, to transform this governmental war into civil war,
the policy of sabotaging the war-machine in 'enemy! countries of the
USSR, ond systematic political opposition in 'allied? countries is
not supporting the destruction of wer-strength in those countries
'allied! to the USSR, . "he latter conception is in absolute contre-
diction with the very essence of defeatism, It is impossible to wecit
0. single day before beginning to undermine the war-strength of one's
own impericlism and to remain neutral, without turning one's bock on
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the policy of revolutionary defeatism defined by Lenin, .

"As we have shown, our theses leave the door oven to another inter-
pretation of revolutionary defeatism in o country 'allied! to the
USSR during an imperialist war, - The excerpt published in tThe Only
Road! and its label 'an interesting position!.alreedy allow conclus~
-ions to be drawn thet we must not suonort the defeat of an imperial-
ist country allied. tq the USSR, The interpretations of Camille and
his defenders in the Brussels federation (PSR) are elready manifesta-

tions of the abandonment of Lenin's policye.

"It'is obvioualy‘not yet Netional Union (Lﬁunion'sao;ee). Ye exagger-
But once -the principle of coneurring in the defeat of one's own
‘bourgeoisie is dropped, the end cannot be ereseén§ ' '

"In his letter, Camille also tells us that we identify sabotage of
the war machiue with military défeatism,snd. systematic balitical op~

position to National Union.

"Sabotage of the war machine is one of the most radical manifestations
of this policy, Not to use it in-an tallied' country is to abandon

a part of revolutionary defeatism, It is already abandoning a means
leading to the'defeat of one's’'own bourgeoisie beeause it is tallied!
to the USSR, o o7

After a detailed exposition of what ~- according to Ver, -- revolu=-
tionery defeatism is and emphasizing that it must be carried on "o
the point of saboteging tle wer-mechine of one's own country', Conrade
Ver, proposes to the PSR the following draft:

MODIFICATIONS AND ADDITIONS FOR THE THIGES ON VAR (DRAFT)

The CC of the PSR pronoses to orgenizations adhering to the Center
for the 4th Int'l, the following modifications and sdditions to the
theses on war: : o

Chapter: The Dofense of Democracy -- after point 22
vaapver

With the hypothesis that the next world imperialist wer takes on the
form of a war of democracy against fascism and thet the UZOR is tall-
ied' to the tdemocratic! bloc, the politicel attitude to be taken by
revolutionaries in the democratic countries and telliest! of the USSR
remains that laid down in the chapter "The Defense of Democracy",

Qur policy does not undergo any fundamental change becouse the USSR
is the "ally" of the democratioc -countries, The revolutionary wmolicy
to follow in democratic countries "allied” to the USSR Femeins, as
in “enemy"countries, the policy of rovolutionory defestism, that is,
degiring and effectively concurring in the defeat of onets own im-
periolism and profiting by its military reversals to transférm this
wer into civil war, with the seizure of nower as the objcot.

Ch&%ter: "The USSR AND IINMPIRIALIST COMBINATIONS®, Ramove the lost
part ol pdint 44: " , , LBut in the nature of practicel sctions
ctce o oF

And replace this passege by the following: « In the noture of practi-
cal acts, there may arise differences brought about by the concrete
wor situation, In a wer of one or several imperialist couniries a-
gainet the USSR, all the workers of ‘meutral?® countries must use all



revolutipnary,means_to*sabotage the war-stréngth ‘'of the imperialist
countries and strengthen the wer-power of the USSR,
In o world imperialist war, and ons in which the USSR would be .drawn
into one of the camps, nll workerg .of ‘vallied" eountries must, para-
llel with their struggle cgainst their bourgeoisie to transform the
imperialist,war“inte~civil?wnr; fight for the strerdgthening ‘of the
USSR's wer~power as'well as the progressive carp in & civil war =and
in colonial ¢r semi~colonigl countries fighting for - ‘their notional

. independence, - S ' : B

The whole text of point 46 With ‘the dddition of thé underlined part:

45¢ o o. e _oThe policy of’ a proleterian party in en "allied” as
well as iq,anlenemya1mperialistgcountry'Bhduld=tgéfef0re strive for
the defeat of 1ﬁsaown;gov!$,rﬂ98ire:and'effectively-COncur in this
defeat, .profit by the'militaryhreversals.Of'itsAown-imperialism;to
transform this War into civil wer.with the aim of ‘the revolutionary
overthrow . (Ver, omits the word “revolutionary"):.of the bourgeoisie
" ond the geizure of nower, - Only in' this wey ven a reel alliance with

the UBSR be.created and the Tirst irrkers® Btate be soved from dis-
as_ter' . . Ces S ‘ K :

B/1/58 G, Ver.,

R
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9. We extract the following essential passages from a contribution

of Comrade Camille to the PSR's internal bulletin:

MUST WE MODIFY QUR THESES ON WAR

es..To justify, after the event, his unfortunate intervention,
he, (Ver) seeks for so~called geviations of T., Oamille etec, —
in the. war theses themselves. 8o as to avoid the dangerous inter-
pretations of which his overworked imagination is the sole author,
Ver, propbses modifications to the war theses, Tuﬁ & are several
things to remark about this: (1.)If enough bad/iglput into it,
the best text can be"interpreted" in the opposite sense. (2) The
worst imeginable intcrpretations by Ver, are not adequate to .
justify any podifications remaining within the framework of tHe
entirc theses, (3) Written several years ago, it is true that the
theses need some precisions as a result of the laset years' exper-
ience, and nced a clearer view of the host of problems of ‘the
approacaing world war, These precisions that the Qonference should
meke will have as their taski (a) To make the reIationship between
the defense of the USSR and that of colonial and semi-colonial
countries -~ and in civil wars, defense of democracy~- stand out
morc clearly. (b) To take account of the aggravated degeneration
of the USSR and ite consequences as regards the war; (c) To take
account of the People's Front experience; (d) To develop the
combined nature of the proletarian taskde during the war; (e) To
gxpiain in more debail the practical means of carrying out these

asks,

From this angle, the proposed modifications of Ver. are
completely insuffiecient.Besides, there is a series of erroes, if
not in the amendments, than in the reasons given: (a) In adding
the words "effectively concur®(in ite decfeat) which is not wrong -
Ver, understands military sabotage to be included here. lenin did
not believe that,**** We "effeftively concur" (in its defeat)
by our revolutionary activity and not by special military means
which directly benefit the advasary without the proletarian cause
being advanced, We no morc want to aggravate oconomic criscs or
increasc unemployment, because that would create discontent and nro-
soclel. disturbances. ¥ilitary sabotage which is not the immediate
by-product of g revolutlonary movement of the masses, would not
one whit advance the revolutionary cause of the opposing proleia-
Tians, The military measures of defcatism (traensformation of the
imperialist war into civil war) are, besides, of an entirely
different order than that of sabotage.

¥$¥¥During the war Lenin opposed Trotgky's false slogan "Neither,
victeryror defeat" by opposing to it thc slogan of defeat., But
Trotsky long ago reccognized his error. At any rate, it isn't Ver,
who can lean on Lenin against Trotsky. For if Ver, would even
read, (or even quote )a%enin, he would have had to state that in
"Against the Current" Lenin mocks at cariceturists of defentisr
along Ver.'s type. Lenin wrote: ".....and revolutionary actions
during war~time against oneb own government certainly and undoubt-

. edly signify not only desir i?% its defeat, but even effectively

concurring ih such a defeat. (for the "discerhing" readerd this -
does not at all memn that we must "bomb brideed", organize military
strikes doomed to failure d in general help revolutionaries
Tranglated from Germanj my
veelf, (ven g ridicu-
lous, militory sobotage os a mecns of revolutvionary defectisrl,




«17

It is Ver,, by voeunting ‘militery sabotoges es one of the
most radical manifcstations of thig policy" (revolutioncry defectisn)
who comes into contraciction with Leninisn,

since, however, he beli~ves thet to be. so esgentiel, why
doesn't he includc it in lhis amendment o +he wer thescs? Probably
because this “intransigeant'' wants the orgenization, in adopting his
enendment, to ¢ive sone sensc at least -to the form - at the price of
evasion . Pretending a desire to avoid all evasiveness, he ends up by
courting it, for the ‘emendrient allows twio interpretations: to concur
-in the defeat of the irnperislist cenp, nilitery saebotrge be ng either
included or excluded, - : ' R

dven in the carp of the imperialisme fighting egeinst
progressive causes, nilitary sabotage ig not a meens of revolutionery
defeatism, but oi the ilmediate nilicary defense of the “ophronent
(USSR, Chine, etc,) © o

o .This card-juggling - whose naster Ver. is - can no longer
be tolerated, ‘It consists in insultingly insinueting thaet to reject
militery sebotage as s means of revolutionary defeatisn neans ‘not
allowing any danage to the wer-strength of the dernocretic governmment
allied to the UiR..." (and every other affirmation of this type).
Nobody seid it, nobody meant it, Damefe done to the war-strength of
even the imperialists ellied to the USOR etc...in the course of syste-
matic political opposition to_the govermment end preparstion fof bhe.
revqu@jonJ we accent tiaisg; we want it; we concur in it, Brs never
exeept in a war ageinsi the U OR, etcs oo 18 this sabotage, es weli
es the final defeat, a final goal to be realized by 8ll meens, liore-
over, it is worthy of poosulist End anerchist minds to imegine it to
be possible to work, in en inter-imperielist conilict, faor defeat
other than by revolutionary means, that is, by mobilizing the masses,

Com, Ver, believes the example of the ‘nerican dockers
in a UR-Jepanese conflict “is valucless® because in this examdle
the U,S, is not & belligereut, 'lould the tasks of the proletariat
therefore be fundarientally differcnt for Ver. in time of war and in
peace -iime? Rather, I think this argument of Ver, is liyaluelessi,
(d) We were not for the defense of Abysginia or China etc. ...because
"imperielisn hinders or attempts %0 hinder: the developinent of e back-
ward country," (Keonoiioally speaking, the introduction of ceanitalism
in Abyssinia is even. “progressive"), but because its victory. is a
strengthening oflimperialiam.which,hiétorically'apd on the world
arepa is & reactionary force in relmtion to socialism for which
wor?@ economy has been ripc at 1¢est since 1914,  (e) The same inpre-
cision as regerds the USS:, vwhose. econony is “superior to deceying
cepitelist economy” only in its structure and not its quansitative or
qualitative level, Ve defiend the. economy of the II54R only Tor its
social base end its structure, end not for its naterial subctence,
(f) The formuletion of point 22 (addition) is extremely careless for
the aim it sets faor itself --fith the hypothesis that the next impe-~
rialist worl¢ war taies on the. form for democracy epainst fascign---v
" Wc haven't stopped ridienling this menher of vosing the ouegtion:
the "democracies® will stop being even bourgcois derocraciesg; they
will have dictatorships as allies; thec UiSR cannot be described as &
“democrecy’; imperielist war is not a co flict of political regines,
€UCae e

Vhile weiting for the P3R's Congress to decide this
question, it is important for cowredes to draw up their provisional
belance-sheet, followins ti discussion:
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FIRSY BLLANCE SKEET OF THE LISCUSSION. ON REVOLUTIONARY
DEFEALTSH

1) Ver. ettenpts o revise the Bolshevik conception of
revolutionary defeatism: ".ee8tbotage of the whole wer machine,

That is to_say,...revolutionery defeatism; “not to sabotage the war-
machine, then not to carry on defcatismi- v,,.political epposition
to the gov't, snd prensre for the proleterien revolution,- In other
words,...not to cerry on Cefcatism, but to prcnare for tlie proletac
rian revolution" (cxe: rots fron Ver,Ts lotter To the 7C of the PR,
11/12/37); “sehotage of ke militery mechine ig one . of the rost ra-
dical manifestations of this nolicy;+ (Ver, 3/1/28). Yor Ver., ithere
is no cefeatism without nilitery scbotege, 'ore, ho identifies de-
featism with militery sabotege., -

But for Bolsheviks, revoluiionery defeatism consists in

continuing the class struggle in war, prepering for ph reyolution,
. y R S e - = : .,._011-4 GGy .
This social, politicel siruggle cscumes - e rillica y/only at its

culminsting points: araed insurrcetion, civil wver,

. (ilitary sebotege, on the contrery, is o reasure in
defcnse of »rogzressive causcs (colonial anad semi-colonial countries,

proletarien states, @emocreciis in a civil war ogeinst fescisn)
which, ot ell timcs)”is e task sct in the onnosing ccup,

2) On the besis.of hig Tolse concention, Ver, accusges
Te, “The only Load", the I.%, and Canille in particular of prevering
for the integrotion of the proletariat into Netional Union in
countries allied to the USHR, But sincc in all imperinlist coun-
tries = . - -~ (end,lct ve add,all srell cepitelist couniries gggi.
‘milated into an imperialist carmp), the proletariat must be egainst
national delense anc practiice revolutionary defeetism, does he be-
lieve that the slightest difference in the attituce of the Hroleta-
riat of these couniries iwust leed, in “le les? enalysis, %o Yetional
Umity? _ ' ' .

o Ver, forgets that reactionery (imperialist etc.,) and
progressive (UJSR, China ete,) strurgles are mixed in an internation-
-2l conflict and thet due to this the tesks of the proletariat are

combined and necessarily different to attain the selne goal: defest
of Imerlalisnm thru the victory of progressive causes and the prolet-
arian revolution, Thus, there is nothing to Ver.'s accusations,

_ 3) Starting out with e false conception of defeatism,
ignoring the complexity of proletarien tesks during the war, able to
give only badly digested generasli ties to the discussion, Ver, car-

~ries on a »ecessary discussion in a most dangerous fashion: false
interpretations, calumnies -~ deliberate or not, it matters little =
- the most monsﬁrous accusations imaginsble -- ﬁased on erroneous

conceptions, false interpretations, misunderstendings and abuses,
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Months efter, he had to admit his pertiasl nistakeness,
thet he hed exsgcereted, while throwing the blame for his own confus-
ion and his p»anicky mind on T, who should have been more explicit;
on ""The Only Road” which had given an insufficient commentary; on
Cenmille who hadn't expleined himself cleerly enough*, ell the while
repeating and deepening his errors, ’

: The CC of the PSR, ingtead of setting limits to Ver,'s
confusion, instead of condemning Ver,'s nethods of carrying on the
discussion, instead of decciding on the matter under question, passed
a joint vote with Ver, on gencralities aside from the question, kept
quiet on the dcbate thet had taken plece, passed over in silence Verls
method and confusion, but fell back, elong with Ver,, to a question
of secondary importance: the publication of e correct citation of
Trotsky, with an approving comment -~ although™too brief -- in “The
Only Road,™ An evasive vote: some (Ver,) condemn the meaning of the
. eitetion; others (LL, WD) the utility of its publication aItEough‘
they agree with the meaning, Thus, the CC prolongs thé confusion,
.sanctiong unhealthy methods of discussion, permits Ver, to utilizo
a strategic retreat which he will once again utilize to take the of-
fensive egainst our asrogrom snd against Leninist methods,

*Regarding this, Ver,t's explanations concerning his accusation that
Cemille would be for the political suprort of imperielist France al=
- lied to the USSR, cannot be eccented, Nothing, ebsolutely nothing
~could have allowed Ver, to suppose that ty "progressive camp” Conme
ille meant the reactionary cammn of France, The imprecigion admitted
by Camille, end which he was guilty of in his first letter to the EC
of the PSR is exclusively related to the term "political support®
(to mecan: revolutionary support), Ver, is play%ng hide-and-seek,

Camille
Merch 19, 1938
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ANSWERB TO QUESTIONS
' By Cfux ‘

l. Who can challenge Japan: Great Britain? the U. S.?
the Sovlet Union? But Great Britaln is not ready and she is greatly
concerned with the situation'}n Europe. She avolds every decisive
step 1In Europe in view of the situatlion in the Far East:and avoids
every‘decisive step in the Far East because of the situation in
Europe. . Her whole Empire is totally weakened by this inner contra-
diction in the situation. It 18 absolutely certain that if Japan
1s victorious, every European country will:be driven away from A
China. That is why Great Britain can't have a policy ‘of permanent
agreement wlth Japan. An ggreement with the U. 8. against Japan?
But that signiflies war. The United States 1s .a very powerful coun-
try, I must admit, but it ig very feeble against Japan because it
does not have a base on the Asiatic continent. The onl{ possibll-
¥ty for starting a war with Japan would be through a military alli-
ance wlth the Soviet Union. That is a question of the future.
The entlire fleet in the Pacific Ocean is only a preparation for
the future conflict. Today Washington can't challenge Japan.. . . .

The Soviet Union,,ﬁofé'than_aﬁy_othér country, is dependent

“.upon the situatlon in Europe. . If France concludes, a military agree-

ment with the Soviet’ Union agalinst Japan, and if it has the support
of Great Britain, only in that case could the Soviet Union permit .
1tself to challonge Japan. Then there would be thé question of the
internal situation. And now there is the new orientatlon of Brit-
1sh policy towards-an agreement with Italy and, through Italy, with
Germany, towards domination by the four European powers, excluding
the Soviet Union. The military danger from Gormany and Poland with
the support of Italy is very great, and I don't believe that in
this sltuatlion the Sovict Union will dare challenge Japan. On the
contrary, I belicve Japan began the new conflict in China with tho
tacit consent of the Soviet Union. That is, the Soviet Union said,
"If you will leave us alonc, you can do anything you wish in China.'
I belleve Moscow ig satisfied with the situation because it sig-
nifies the paralyzing of Japan's military forces against the

Soviet Union. All this i1s not mathematical but a cocfficient of
hypothetic elements. :

Direct mllitary intecrvention on the part of the U. S. or
the European powecrs 1s very improbable, if not totally cxcluded.
Therefore, the development in the Far East will depend upon the
military forces »f Japan and China and upon the intcrnal situation.
Wo must consider this development from a long time perepcctive.
It 1s absnlutely excluded that Japan should not only conquer but
also dominate China. Even the conquests »f Korea and Manchuria
weakened Japan from a military point »f view. Manchuria today 1is
not the Manchuria of the beginning of the century when it had a
population »f but 7,000,000, Now it has 30,000,000, and a pca~
santry that is accustomed to guerrilla wars. They can be armed
at any moment by the foe, Russia sr China. hina itself 1s a
country ~f 450 million populatin -- a ver{ dense population,
Thore 1s n» placc there for Japan t» migrate. We sce that Great
Britaln has some difficultics in India now. During the decline
°f capitalism such grandiosc c-nquests as that >f China arc im-
possible. It was possible t- conduer Ethi»pia, but not China.
When England is ab~ut t» lose India, Japan, which is n~t Great
Britain, cannot c¢-nquer China.
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It is necessary alss to take into c¢onsiderati-n the inter-
nal situation. of Japan -- a country pregnant with the snhcial re-
vrluti-n. World diplomats, who are n>t armed with Marxism, 4o
n~t know to> what dogrde Javan 1s now appr-oaching an 1ntcrnw1 X~
plosion. Take the agrarian situati-n: half »>f thc population
are peasants and have lcss than half a hectare *f s211l, o the
average. The soldier -- the same peasant and wirker -- and the
military caste have different attitudes. Then there is the old
© traditional milftarist and the new patty borurgeois olomentn wh»

~arc militarized fascists and wh- wish t- establish an "anti-
capitalist," anti-as~cialist regimec, and arc for thc conquest »f
the whohle planet., All these contradictions must explode. The
situation in the Far East will lead to0 a ‘great cxploslon- in Japan,
and the resistance of China will be mére successful. That is why
Wwe ¢an be surc that at the same time that Moscow pushcs Japan
against China, it helps China regist Japan. Until today China
has shown a. remarkable capacity of resistance to Japan, but from
the military point of view the Japanese are naturally stronger.

_ will Japan achieve 1ts 1mmed1ate objectives? That depends
‘upon whether Japan will limit ‘itself. If she wishes only to force
China 'to recognize the conquest of Manchuria and the domination

of the flve Northern Provinces by Japanese military agents -- it
is possible she will succeed. It 1d also possible that Great Bri-
tain 1s advising China to yield In order to gain a breathing spell.
One can say that politically Nanking 1g 51 per cent a tool in the
hands of London and that, though the latter 1s pleased with the
resistance of China, she fears‘that this resistance can be broken
by Japan and therefore advises Chind to give way. In this sense,
an armistice is possible. There are two parties not only in Japan
but in her military ruling caste, and the progiam of one of the.
parties, the younger officders, is to go 'to the limit. The mili-
tary budget of Japan, in times of peaceyis 50 per cent of the
total budget. That is one. ‘of the reasons for the inner conflict.

, . If we take the index of 1ndustria1 production for 1929,
the last prosperity year, to be 100, then Japan shows a tremendous
growth, from 100 for 1929 to 151 for 1936, For the. first months
of 1937 it 1g 157, a growth ¢f 75 per cent from 1929. This 1s due
almost entirely to military enterprises. Contrast the growing
military budget to the terrible cituation of the tolling masses,
iespecia11{ the peasantry. .If we'again take 1929 to be 100, we see
that for 1936 in the U. S. 1t 4s 88, and that it is now 9529799
per month. At the same time,. in- Germany 1t i1s 105-118, again be-
cause of the military industry, the milit“ry budget, rearmaments.
I can say nothing about Italy bocause Musgolini tells us nothing;
-~ it 18 a secret of the.state: statistics end with the year 1935.
In France for 1936, the: 1ndex was 7O, and now -- the beginning and
at the same time the end of prosperlty" -= T73-75.

Only In Great Britain is bhere an indisputable growth, but
1t is not to be compared with the growth in Japan. Taking 1929
again as 100, in Great Britain the Index for 1936 is 116, and for
1937, 120~ 123. This is due to the Introduction of proteetionism,
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the abandonment of free trade. .But it is only a temporary growth
because the protected industries will develop to the level where
they cover the necessities of the market and it seems that this
point 1s now reached. If we compare this with t he Soviet Union
and agalin take the index of production for 1929 as 100, for the
year 1930 the index is almost 200, for 1935 almost 300, and for
this year about 400 and more. I do not have too much confidence
in these statistics and it 1s possible that if we introduce into
these figures the necesgsary correction of reality -- prices, pro-
ductivity, etc. -- we will come to the conclusion that these re-
gults are doubled by statistical manipulations; but, in any case,
the growth is incomparably greater than even in Japgn. It would
be interesting in this connection to glve figures concérnin ﬂ
France., Taking the index of production for 1929 to be 100 %1t was
about the same for 1913, the year before the war), then we find
““that for 1923 it wa8~145 (that was the time of German reparations,
‘With its very.lar%e payments). We must also not forget that the
French won very rich provinces in. the war. For 1924 the index was
124, whereas for 1936 it was only at the 1908 figure., In spite of
German reparations and the two rich industrial provinces, the in-
dustrial level of France 1s lower than before the war. This year
1t may.reach the pre-war level. : That this great victorious capi-
‘tallst power can't produce at a level it reached before the war is
- proof that the decline,of capitalism is not Just a phrase.

o« . It 18 of the greatest interest to the Soviet Union to in-
.volve Japan in a conflict with China, and in order to do this, it
" must help both Japan and China. Of course, Japan docsn't need an
"invitation" from the Soviet Union. You must also realize that
officlal Tokyo diplomacy has not the slightest confidence in any-
thing Moscow says, nor has Moscow in anything Tokyo says. But
. Japan felt sut the ground by taking possession of the Amur Islands
even before the invasion of China. ' Moscow protested, but com-
pletely retreated. That gave Japan the assurance that Moscow 1is
not willing or not preparsd to engage in a military conflict.
Litvinoff threatened Japan, but if you analyze his gpeech, you can
Bee that Moscow stated it would do nothing to oppose Japan. The
bombagtic phraseology was only for the MoScow papers =- a con-
cesslon to the patriotic sentiments of the Soviet workers. But in
actuality he sald, "If you will 1limit yourselves to these small
thefts and no more, we will be tolerant, and if. you direct your -
forces against China, naturally we will remain quiet."  °

: Thus 1t assured Japan that it did not mean to make a mili-
“tary alliance with China to oppose ‘hér.. .Japan also foresaw that
Russla would help China'in an underhandéd manner, by -sending plancs
or war materials -- but not an army. Japan ¢ongidered this situa-
tlon as a whole and found 1t possible to irivade China. It is.
funny, but in politics both adversaries speculate on the same
'thing: Japan belisves that, glven a long-term perspective, 1t will
become strong in China and that within three to five years it will
oprose Russia's intervention in China by military force. On the
other -hand, Russia thinks that Japan, by being involved in China,
‘has ‘glven ‘her a breathing spell, T o

.. T don't know if you are aware that we 'had a -blg-discussion
Here on the question of China. Eiffel attacked mc for an interview
on the Chinese-Japanese struggle, in which I spoke of the necessity
for revolutionists, without glving up their political independence,



w3 -

to participate in the fleht against Japan. Eiffel .opposed.this
conception. He sadd, "We muet be defeatists in China." To say
that in China, which 15 a semi-colonial country, we can be de-

featists 1s complcte political stupidity and even treachery.

It 18 like saying that we cannot participate in a strike
against Ford because it is led by Green. Can we give Green full
confidence? No, but we must take part in the strike as the bost
strikers. Of course, we must prépare for the overthrow of Chiang
Kal-ghek. If you can, replace him. Put if you can't .replace him,
you must participate in the fight ‘against Japan while politically
fighting against him. In Japan, we attack ‘the Japanese militar-
1sts for making war, but in €hina we attack Chiang not for making
war but for conducting the war phlégmatically, for not pursulng
with the necessary meons the confiscation o1 .Japanese industrics,
banks, railroads, etc. Otherwiso, -1t would be as though we were
accusing Green for beginning the -strike rather than for not. push-
ing the strike with sufficdent  mIlitancy. What 1s important for
us is the mobilization of the revolutioriary masses under our ban-
ner because they are the only historical factor that can assure
victory. But we place ourselves totally on the basls of the wap

.and participate in it actively, : . :

. 2. We can be%in with the affirmation that the future
military .conflict will, in-any-case; not ocdur between the "demo-
cratic" nations and the fascist ones. At present it may appear
that this 1s not 8o5: on one side we have Germany, Italy, Japan and
Poland. (It is absolutely incorrect t0 call Japan fascist, but
for the moment we can accept. this vulgdr Stalinist characteriza-
tisn). On the other ‘hand,: ttere are - ngland, France, the Soviet
Union =~ I do nst, know. whether ‘tho “lattor is a "democratis” coun-
try but, for the sakefbf‘sbmplificatfon;fWG?éan'adcept that char-
acterization, Alongside,th19~ppmb1ﬁaﬁ}dn, the U. 8. cooperates.

"But all thig is only an 5ptical 41lusion. Those capitalist
countries became fasclgt in which tho ¢ontradictions. were the
sharpost. Italy, Germany, Japen &re characterized by the absence
of raw materials and the lack of-8olonles. On the other side, we
have countries satiatcd with coloniés or with patural résources, --
countries like the Soviet :Union and-the United Statcs.  Histori-
cally 1t .is elear why Ttaly-dnd Aot Groat Britain hecame the first
Tasclgt state. ‘Germany, Italy and ‘Jepan arc looking for new
possessions. They want to blow up the status quo, whercas England
and France defgnd the legalized robberics. However, England and
France defend the gtatus quo only during pecacetime, Great Britaln,
like. France, will Yook for a better partltion once war breoaks out.
It will depend upon‘tho'relatidhshlp'of*forCés;’and‘npt,upbn the
"domocratic" form. For Italy the’ only lmportant cuestion 4s: will
she be victorious with Great Britaln ‘against. Germany, or with Ger-
reny against Great Britain? . - . c _

- Rlght now it ig very difficult to foresee the alignment of
tho powers in the next war., we don't have the "good old days" of
the German,,Austr9~Hungarian; Italian alliance and the Entento of
France and Czarist Russia, with the enlgmatic sympathy of Great
Britain. Before the war broke out, cverykbody . knew that 1t would
be a war betwoen these two.camps ~--the rest would hdve to choose
one axis or the other. Even the United Statés was obliged to.chose
one of the axes, 'An spitc of itg "disinterested neutrality." Even



24 o

89, Italy changed sldes. Now none of the diplomats knows what the
allgnment will be: that 18 not a paradosx, but a reality.

- An alliance of Hitler-Mussolini? They have nothing to
glve one another. If war comes between France and Germany, ltaly
can't go with Germany -- she is a small boot totally exposed to the
alr fleet and sea fleet. . And what help can Germany give her? But
why the present alliance? It is only a bluff -- a bluff against
Great Britain. Hitler's original plan, thé 9ld one, is t5 win the
friendship o»f Great Britain agaeinst France., But -Great Britain will
not go-with Hitlor against France. It acts as thé arbiter. Great
Britain- 18 a small igsland as exposed.t2 the air fleet as Italy.
That is the reason for the tremendous rearmament program.- Hitler
says 1o Great Britain: "You are accessiblo to my air fleet; Italy
1s your opponent in Africa; We can becomo reconciled if you will
be aralnst the Soviet Union and agsinst France." If Hitler. doesn't
- Bucceced, if Great Britaln, because of her contradictory interests
in tho Far East, in tho Meditorranean, does not go with Germany,
- s8he may turn her facc to Stalin. Therc 1s a possibility that the
internal situation in the Sovict Union on the onc hand, and the
lack of readiness on the part of France for a military alllance
with tho Sovict Unlion on the othor, may push Stalin into an alli-
ance wlth Hitler. That is a posslbility and nobody can foresee
today, at thls moment, what will be tho actual alignment of powers.
Thathreflects the terrible contradictions of this imperialist
epoch, : ’

It is possible that the war in tho Far East will be the .
real beginning of the world war. -Interventlon of the United States
is only possible in alliance with the Soviet Union. The war will
begin and will involve more and more new powers. It is probable

that the U. 8. and Great Britain will be in oppositc camps. But
the U. 8. and Great Britain can also be in the same millitary camp,
and yet Great Britain can be totally defeated by the U. S. To a
certain degree that was true in the last war. The United States
was in'the Entente, yct Italy omerged as a-defeatod country, France
and Great Britain also to a cortain oxtent emcrged as defeated
countrios, and only the United Statcs was the victor. Tho now
.war will end in the total disintegration of the British Empire.
The new war will signify that, even as the old signified the dis-
Intogration of the Austro- arian Empire. The U. S. will then
dominate a world of ruins, unless a now factor intervenss -- the
proletariat. -

3. Economically it is altogcther possible that the Russian
market can be conquered by the capitalist countrics. Productivity
in Rusala is lower than in the U. S. and the prices of commodities
are highor than in the advanced capitalist countries. That 1s why
capitallsm can conquer her market. By peaceful economic methods,
Just by the interventlon of cheap commoditics, it could abolish
the so-called socilallst economy. But the question is not only
economic, but pollitical and military as. well. It is not possible
to organize an invasion of the Sovict market. by capitalist merchan-
dise without a war, and hence the question is political, -

. If tho new war should end with the victory of the capital-
l1st countries, that is, without any proletarian revolution -~ then
it 1s not only possible but incvitable that the Russian market will
be conQuered. Then not only will the British Empire disintecgrate
as an empire, but the Soviet Unlon also would perish as a social
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system. As a backward country, it will ylcld to invasion by the
stronﬁer, morc dcveloped capitalist countries. I rcad in "lLe

Tomps" an articlc, "Realitics" which says: "Do you want war? Don't
you realize that' it will be a war without dcfeated. and without vie-
tors, but a prclude to the social revolution?" And onc hears in
all the spcechcs of Hitlor: "Do you think I am mad? I don't want
war for 1t can only be a war for the benefit of thc Bolsheviks.

We understand vicll onough that the next war will producc more
powerful rcvolutions than the last war." . ,

4., Thc drop in busincss' in the United States is not very
important, but the dccline on the stock exchange is symptomatically
much more important. There were two or three terrible declincs on
the stock exchange and they signify that the pcople who direct
world businces forcsee symptoms of o big crisis. Zigzags in busi-
ness and crises arc not antipodes. After this convulsion the bus-
incss linec can go up but it cannot bc a sure linc, only a hesitat-
ing linc, and them a now teorrible erisis, more terrible than the
crisis of '1929. All this has its conncction with thce armaments
programs, In Europe, in Japan and to a certain decgrec in the U. S.,
the now prosperity is based on the recarmament program. In the
U. S84, Roosevelt also has the possibility to attompt by Now Deal
mcthods to use the armamcnts program for conjunctural purposcs.

In Buropc "prosperity" is complotcly ticd to the rearmament
program. .Aftcr the blg slump in New York two or three wocks ago,
the London press sald, rcforring to the reaction of business in
the U. 8.: "We can't undorstand it why are they so nervous?" Ton
" days later therc was a slump in London. This proves shat it is not
*an-accident but that thero is an organic recason for.the slump, and

“that reason ls abtsolutely clecar. With the growth in population

and tochnlique you ncvertheless have the same level of buying power
of tho masses -- contradictions sharpor tham before the war. Re-
armamncnt programs crcate only a fictitious prosperity. These pro-
grams will be comploted in Germany, France, and Greoat Britain in
the ncxt two or throe yecars == thoy ean't continue them any longer.
It 18 not the ordinary budget but an oxtraordinary financial effort.
In ono year the stock chhangos-bocomo noervous, and they ask, like
a young innocent girl, "What's thc reason?" 8he pretends that she
does not know whnt has happencd, but she knows very well what has
happcnod.

The approach of the new crisis will create an 1mpossible
situation for the Comintern and a good situation for us. All the
contradictions will become sharper -=- the Pcoples Fronts will
crash and therc-will bc only rcalitios, 'and we arc a party of
rcalitics. Only we can givo a.rcal appralsal to the workers of
what 1s happoning. Only we nmust explain the situation to the .
workling masses -- not only soclologically but as 1t is lived and
folt by them. That is what woe lack. Wo can give a good cxplana-
tlon as Marxists, but not in torms that the masses 1live and focl.
But we will learn.

5. I reccived today a very intoresting statistical table
concerning the conflicts and strikes in France in 1936-1937. The
cyear 1936 I will cite by months, beglnning with January, Quoting
- the flgures in round numbors. ' In January 9,000 workcrs werc in-
© . volved in the strlikes, then 12,000, 13,000, 14,000 and in Junec
1,830,000, Thcen follows 180,000, 160,000, 135,000, 66,000,
55,000, 43,000, Thosc are the official figurce, which do not
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include-figures fof agriculture and' probadly diminish the number of
workers on strike. Tho trade unions gave highcer figures.: But the
-general tendency ls clcar.. Blum promulgated his social legisla-
tion, which is based on the two.million on strike. In the sccond
half of the yoar 1936, we had sit-down strikes: in June wo had
9,000 plants occupicd by workers, including practically all the
lnportant industrics. Then we had 600 plants occupied, later 200,
otc., diminishing overy month until 3n Decomber there werc but

- 79 plants occupied by workers. .

o Blum accomplished the job: he calmed the workers by giv-
ing thom some rcforms, which could have becon given them by any
government undor such conditions... But with Blum it was accom-
plished by compromisc and betrayal. -Inthe first month of 1937

- Wo soc that only 9,000 workors wcre on strike, in February 11,000,
. in March almost 13,000. This shows a growth, not an important onc
but poseibly 1t indicates a now tendeney. We don't have figurcs
for the last months. But what we havo signifios a turbulent sit-
uation soclally and psychologically -~ an infallible’ symptom of a
pre-revolutionary situatlion: Morcover, there 1s the growth of
the Soclalist -Party from 100,000 to 200,000; the C. P. from
40,000 to 300,000, and the Communist Youth from 15/20,000 to
100,000, The paper "Populaire" inoreascd -its circulation from
100,000 to 300,000; "L'Humanite" from 150,000 to 400,000, -

After hixa ecffort in social logislation, Blum.proclaimed
a "pauso." He was vory tired from his offort and his nced for a
rest 1s very cloarly cxplalned by tho growth of the strikes. Ho
ugod that ‘"pause™ in order.to.stop tho leglslativé machino, This
"pause" continucs until today. At the ‘samc timo we have the of-
ficial devaluation, unofficial inflation and a tcrrible rise in
tho cogt of living. All that was gnined by the victorious strikos
and by social loglislation 1g wiped out by the rise in the cost of
1iving. The standard of living is.thus lower than before Blum --
wages ‘having gono up 25 per cant wherecas costs of commodities .
rose 35 per cent. A now explosion is absolutely inovitable.

, The tremendous machinoe of the 8. P., tho C., P. and trade
unions 1s powerful cnough to stop the movement of the .masscs and
ecrcate a pausc, but it can't annihilate the logic of the situation
and the activity of the masses., Thus we wlll have in France a
very turbulent poriod, cspocially if-the inflation continues, and
this 18 almost assured. That is why I.evaluated the .situation
two years ago as a pre-revolutionary situation. Onc cannot forc-
tell preclisely, but the gonoral direction is absolutely .clear. I
think that cven a dofeat in Spaln can have a revolutionary offcct
in Francc becaugoe the workers .will say: M"We will not suffer
- another defeat." - Howcver, the questidon of a rovolutionary party
remains open. We have an organization that is capable of giving
correcct slogans and knows how to cstimato events, but it is not a
mass organization. '

... -6¢ Tt is vory difficult to scc what is going on.bochind
.tho gcenes now, ‘but we can assume that Gormany can't have tho

© same lntorosts as. Italy in Spaln. Gormany's grcatest intercst is
~to galn the fricndship of Great Britain; that is the fundameontal
line of Hitler -- oven if it has to be at tho cost of .Italy:  The
intereats of Italy and Gormany are absolutely not idontical. Italy
understands that it can't have Spain as its bdoty bocause Great



Britain will ncver permit 1t: That is why both camps came to the
conclusisn thot they must cither bogin a war or cone to a c ompro-
mise. It is very intercsting that two days ag~ there was a cable
in the prces about the coming sessi~n ~f the Cortcs in Valencia.
‘There are n-w in Valencia more and more parllamentary deputiocs
from thc Right. Naucra, for cxamplc, was in Francc all during

the clvil war and now he'is returning t» be a parliamentary deputy.
And Plrtetc, to-. I belicve they were sent by Fronce and Britaln
in order t» preparc a reconciliatiosn. The war will be stopped

in order t2 give the Spanish per~ple the possibility of "sclf-
determination" -- gome fake clections will boe held as a protext
f~r an armistice. Franc» has accopted this proposition and if the
armistice 1is realized, it would be difficult to begin the war. It
would be an armistice not only for the evacuation of Italian and
German troops, but in order to stop the war with fictitious elec-
tions.

T. Italy can't enter into a war with Russia. Italy is a
sea animal, Russia a land animal. Germany is not ready; if she
were ready, she would have attacked during the weeks of the behead~
ing of the Red Army. The shooting of the generals created uncer-
talnty and uncertainty is not an element that makes for strength.
Germany will be ready in two or three years.

, 8. I had a very interesting correspondence with Andres
Nin -- I will publish it. On every Cuestion the P.O.U.M. utilized
the conceptions of the Bolshevik-Leninists for opportunist purpos-
es. This 1s the first time I hear that they claim that it did no
good calling for soviets as the workers didn't bulld them. As to
the question of soviets -- hers 1s its history: In 1931, at the
be%lnning of the revolution, I wrote that I belicved that it would
not be advisable to begin with the slogan for soviets. During
grandlose strikes, as In Russia in 1905, strike committees arc
bullt, but the workers didn't understand at that time that it was
the beginning of soviets. At present the word, goviet, signifies
the Soviet Government. The worker who'ls involved in a strike
cannot understand what connection that has with a soviet. The
Sociallists and Anarchists ‘would oppose it as the dictatorship of
the proletariat. My opinion, thereforc, was that it was necessary
to create mass organizations but not to give them the name of
soviets. Instead to name them juntas, a traditional Sp-nish namne,
and not so concrete as sovict. But instead therc was superim-
posed an artificial organizatlion, not representative of tle wide
nasses, with delegates from the old organizations: Anarchists, 3
members; Soclalists, 3; and delegates from the C.P. and the P.0.U.
M. And they suporimposed the same relationship in every town.

Revolution is a very dynamic process arnd the political
sense of the masses develops to the left and thc bourgeois classes
to the right. During one month the situation changes rapidly.

The revolution in its development swéeps away the old organiza-
tilons, tho old conservative partiecs and the trade unions. The new
leadership in every plant, in every factory, 1s younger, more ac-
tive, more courageous. The 0ld organization becomes the groatest
brake upon the revolution. It was absolutcly nccessary to build
Juntas -- or we can call them soviets; we know what we mean —--
that's the only way to give the revolution a unified expression.

As to the necessity of unification, our fight with the
P.0.U.M, was not over unification -- but over the cuestion, will
the policy unify the bourgeoisic or the new creative elements
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from the proletariat? It is not e question of a mathematical unji- _
fication--it is & class question, not an edministrative one. How
can they say that the workers didn't build sovietsg? They builtb
committees everyvhere and these comiittees took over industry,
- It was only a question .of unifying these cormitiees, of developing
- them, and there would jave been the Soviet of Barcelona,

October 1, 1937 S . CRUX
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THE CZRCLOSLOVAITAN, Ui nIoN

($1¢nog.'s note: 'this is & very rough draft of discussions held
with Crux, end uncorrected by the participents,)

June 2, 1938,

WIESTION: What would be the tactics of the Bolshevik-Leninists in
Czechoslovairia in face of the eggression from Iascist Germany?
Where do. these tactics diifer from those pursued,for exermple, in
-Spain ané China? ' L ' ’ .

CRUX: VYhy is the' qguestion especially put' for Czechoslovekia? 1le can
ask the same ebout France or-any other country. I believe that
Czecholsovekie 1s a small equniry and in the case of wer her exis-
tence would be d¢irectly threetened, But the difference between
Czechoslovakia and France lies in the, fact that I'rance has colonies,
It is an imperialist couniry, Czechoslovekia has no colonies. But
this difference is only a:parent. Czechoslovakia is en imperielist
country in every respect, J[t:.is a highly developed couniry with
finance capital in a leading nogition in a very concentreted indus-
try, the very importent war infugtry... This is why Czechoslovekia
is a developed capitglist couniry, but not only that.,

' - In Czechoslovekia we now heve a population of about
15,000,000, It is not & big country. Yor Iuropcan conditions it is
a mediun country. -Qf this.- 15,000,000 .population there are only
6,000,000 Czechs. The official stete statistics record the Czechs
and Slovaks .together (they are different nations), This reckoning
ther together is done only to give a fealge irmpregsion, The Tlovaks
nuribering ebout 3,500,000 feel like oppressed people and fight for
‘autonomy, Then the Germans, .the. SGudeten Gernans, number3,500,000,
and ‘the Hungariang almost 1,000,000, . 700,000 to 800,000 are Ruthe-
niang (really part of ilussia). 'Then.ihere are Polish people and
Jews, but in small numbers, - You goe that they have 6,000,000
Czeelis and 9,000,000 of different minorities who are onoressed by
“he Gyechs -- severely oppregsed.,  In a netional and etononhic di-

- rection the Czechs have different privileses and during the last
crisis the pressure on the minorities, became terrible,

You see that if they cdon't have externel colonies they
heve internal colonies end the relation erithmetically between the
. Cpéchs and the internel colonies is  eoproximately the sene ag with
-Trance and here:colonies, the sene six to nine, . Now the talinists
-wish to force these- 15,000,000 neonle to.-defend democracy but they
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do not speak of the fact that the'Czfch democracy is one of the shabiw:’
est in this epoch when ell derocracies have doubtful status., These
national minorities under the netional onpression of Czech denocracy
should no more defend demoéracy tian the Algerians or Morroccans or
the Hindus in their relation to lingland, Now if we question Czecho-
slovakia as a "democracy' for 6,000,000 --then for the 9,000,000 it
is a machine of oppression,

These general statistics sre necessary esg en introduc-
tion to the politicel questions, In the first ncriod with the crea-
tion of Czechoslovekia after the war, the bourgeois clascses of the
minority nations looked with hope towaré the new Czechoslovekian
stete, They becac petriotic, Hungarians, CGermens, Rutheniens,
Slovakians ell beceme patriotic for the following reasons: first, it
was more profitable to be in the camp of the victors and furthermore
the situation in Germeny was very bad from thec point of view of the
bourgeoisgie, From this point we have the paradox that the German
minority looked for eid not to Germany but to Prague. Secondly, the
situation in Germany was very disquieting. In llungary we even had a
soviet republic in 1919 and itwas not clear whether the counter re-

volution was stable.

. . That was the reason why the Germen bourgeoisie beceme
Czech patriots, The bourgeois class in this resnpect is more flexible
in that it subordinates its national sympathies and antipathies to
its economic interects. It was not so with the workers, It was
possible to unite the workers of differcnt nations in Czechoslovekia
only by separating the workers as a claess on the besis of their
cless @nterests, ihet is, on the basis of revolutionary policy, which
mean? irreconcileble oppocition to the state. This was the only
possibility in order to have a united proleteriat in Czechoslovekia,
‘But thenks to the netional petty bourgeois prejudices and felse po-
licies determined by these prejudices end the interests of the wor-
kers' higher strata, tiie proletarian party was divided into national
cemps. ‘e havehad e Czech social democracy, a Germen sodal democracy,
Germen trade unions and Czech irade unions., ‘rhen these trade unions
were divided by the Czechs to correspond to different political par-
.ties, but thet is ¢ gccondary element of the whole picture,

. Now the situction has changed since the conauest of
powgr,by Hitler., Germeny became a solid, strong state with a popu-~-
1at}on of 68,000,000 or so and the German bourgeoisie of Czechoslo-
vakie, oppressed to a certain degree, began to put its hopes and
its patriotism not in Prasgue but in Berlin, The reosons for this
are entirely cleer, It is a large ‘arens for capitalist development;
it is German, the scne lenguage, the same lenguage, no netional op-
pression; a surer existence, It is o stronger stete, DBut what is
very importent is thaet this turn of German cepitael to Germany ettrec-
ted the German petty bourgeoisie and not only the petty bourgeoisie
but also German workers end German social democrats, i'hy? Beceause
-the Germen workers ccn hope for nothing in Czechorlovekinr. They see
that the dominont bourgcoisie is -supported by the Czech ‘rade unions,
They are demooratic (patriotic) ond ithe Germen workers, who are op-
grggge%.doubly es & class ond es a netionality, cennot become Czech

atriots, . - ..

: Moreover in Czechoslovokia there is no longer ¢ revolu-
yionary party becouse the Stelinists elso cre petriots. They say
to the 9,000,000: "You must support the C-ech government," ‘rhey can
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deceive the Czech vorkers but it ig now 80 eesy vith the German wor-
kers, By this democratic-notriotic volicy, they, 1like the social
democrats of the Second Int-rnotional, transformed the Cermen popula-~
tion into cannon fodder for fascism end we see in the latest cables
thet Henlein has hed ©he greatest success in the elections., He fully
dominates the Germens, It is a clasgiceal exemple of the fact that the
People's ¥Front policy brings about fascism., Not only the riudeten vor-
kers but the lower clocses of the cities coulc be won egainst the
state, but People's ¥ront democracy-natriotism divides the workers
cceording to national lines and transforms them into cannon fodder.
Thet is the situction in Czechoslovekia.

Now in time of peace as in time of wer, what must be
the policy of the vroletarian perty? lNaturally irreconcilable opno-
sition to the state, the bourgeoisie and to edvence the slogen thet
the main enemy is in our own country - the ruling c¢lass. One can say
that this poliey would help Hitler. The same could be said of ¥ironce
or any other country., But Czechoslovekia is even now -~ nrisoner of
Hitlcr, On the nep, since the Anschluss, Germeny forms a vincers
upon Czechoslovekias, She hes no cccess to her allies to he west, and
is a country which nmust immort food, vheat, etc. It is a couniry
which, from the military noint o: visw, is doomed to catestrophe,
Czechoslovekia cen be sgaved only +hrough e revolution in Europe in-
cluding Czecholsovakia cné Germany. If we cen theoretically accent
the (efeatist position of the working class the working cless can
serve the nmilitary purposcs of Ki%1er. It cen add to his adventage
et first, But thet is e question only of the nilitery mep. It is s
question not only as to where the military lines will be formed dur-
ing the war but it is a matter of the fate of netions and ncoples,

. Czechoslovakis can be saved frorn fascisn only by revolu-
tion end revolution can be provoked in Gerneny only by the revolu-
tionary ettitude of workcrs in other countricg, because the strength
.of Hitler consis®ts in this that “we were vancuished®, “we have no
colonies", “we are the odpressed country™, "in all other countries
the workers support the bourgeoisie', In Czechoslovekia the People's
Front policy furnishe¢ Eenlein with his ermy. The People's I'ront po-
licy in France ané in Czechoslovekisc is the best cervice which can
be rendered Hitler, If we had a revolutionary party it would sap the
ideology of the fescists insofer es it could affect the workers. On
the other hend, o revolutionary nolicy has e contegious nature, Ima-
gine in Czechorlovekia that we hove o revolutioncry volicy end thot
it leads to the conquset of power, It vould be 100 times more dan-
gerous to Hitler then patriotic suposort of Czechoslovckia, Thet is
why it is absolutely obligetory thoat our comrades follow o defertist
policy,

In China we do no% heve cn moorisalict country but
backward country which is being changed into a colonicl country by
Jepan, (I forgot to ndd thet Czechoslovekis ig ¢ nortner of o world
corvoretion of impericlict countrics, If it doesn't hove colonies,
it hes loans from Britoin, These lorns nre nossible becouge of Bri-
tain's colonics; likewise with nilitery supoort iron I'rencc. It is
e link in the :mperialist chein, F2Bh-ne is cn isoloted country nnd
with the imverialists it is only ¢ qucstion of China's division,
There is no analogy between Chinc and Speoin,

In Spain we have a civil wer between two groups of the
bourgeoigie. Becousc the workers ¢o not heve sn indunendent policy
we sec the victory of frseism, It is a civil wer in one cenitalist



country, It is a different kind of situction, It is inportant in
this respect that on the internal ccale of a state there can be o
fight between two ports of the ruling clnss as to whet form of rule

is best, But whether in the fascist or democratic form they exvloit
the people, In tlis sensc it is o fight between foscism and derocra-
CY., DBut when two countries cnter into war with internntionnl conmpli-
cations, it can never be a wer betweon democracy cnd fescism, The
wer is always for colonies, ete, That is why it is absolutely stupid
to say that Czechoslovckin would cnter into wer to save c¢emocreecy, If
Czechoslovokin is victorioug it is likely that the military clioque
will dominete the owpregscd ninorities which would become very rebel-
lious during the war., It can be victorious only as an ebsolutist
militery machine, : ‘ -

For Czechoslovakie what is importent is not its economic-
politicel-military sclvation, Vhet shell be the 8logoan? The United
Socialist tates of Burone, TFor Czechoslovokia this ig a burning
question. The United Socialist wtates of lurope can be orgenized only
by an independent worliing cless policy end thet independent working
class policy cannot support .the bourgeoisie,.

QUESTION: Vhet should be the policy of thHe Bolshevik-Leninists when
the govermmocnt sent tToops to the Germen region? ‘ould a revolutionaw
ry perty fight egoinst it?
CRUX: It is & question of practicol possibilities, If we can do it,
if we have the strength, of course we fight ageinst sending troops
into the German region, . : ‘

Sokokdokokok
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"FOR" THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL? NO! THE FOURTH
INTFRNA TIONAL!

Dear Comrade,

The proclaiming of the Fourth International seems "prema-
ture" to you. You consider that 1t is more "modest" and more
accurate to retain the name, "Movement for the Fourth Inter-
national", I cannot agree with this at alle This name scemed
pedantic, unfitting and 8lightly ridiculous to me even two
years ago when it was first adopteds The experience of the
last two years has fully proved 1t e mistake., The best proof
lies in the fact that 1t has not been accépted at all. No one
calls us by this name.” The bourgeols press, the ComIntern,
Social=Democrats, all speak in one volce simply of the Fourth
International, No one sees the little word "for". our own
organlzations with minor exceptions act likewise, calling them-
selves sections of the Fourth International. This is so, in
eny ocese, with the French, the Germans, the Russians, the
Americans, the Mexicans, the Cubsns and others. only
Sneevliet and Vereecken have fashioned their banner out of the
little word "for". But this very fact best emphasizes the
mistake in the old name, a name which to the overwhelming
majority proved absolutely impracticable,

You are completely in accord with me that the Fourth
International is being bullt only by us, that no other group-
ing 1s capable. of fulfilling or will undertake the fulfilling
of this task, On the other hand, I least of all am inclined
to close my eyes to the fact that our International is still
young and weak. But this 1s nc reason for renouncing our
noamee In civilized sccieties a person carries cne and the
sameé name 1in childhood, in adulthood, and in old age and this
name merges with his individuality,

To you the little word "for" seems an expression of
polltical "modesty". To me it secems an expressicn of in-
decisicn and lack c¢f self= confidence. A reveluticnary party
that 1s not sure of its own significance cannot gain the con-
fldence of the masses. The ¢ircumstance that class enemles
as well as wide circles of workers already refer t¢ us as the
Fourth International, shews that they have more confidence in
this"firm" than scme of the sceptlcs or semi-sceptics in ocur
own ranks,

It seems to ycu thet the name Fourth Internaticnal will
prevent sympsthetic or semi-symprthetic : organizaticns
from approaching us, This is radically wronge. We can attrsct
cthers to us only by correct and clear policy. And for this
we must have an organization and not a nebulous blect. Our
natlonal organizeticns call themselves parties or lengues,
Here tco, 1t could be sald that the "proclalming! of o
Revolutlonary=-Socialist Party in Belgium makes it mrre
difficult for Sympathetic or semi-sympathetic greupings to
approach us. If the principle of "modesty" 1s tc be cbserved,
our Belglan party, for Instance, should have been called,
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"the movement for a Revoluticnary-Socialist Party." But I

- think that gven Comrade ‘Verecczkon would not agree to such a
ridiculous namel Why then in cur Internationsl ‘organization
should w2 apply principles different from those in our
naticnal organizations? It is unworthy of a Marxist to have
two standards: cne feor naticnal pelitics and the .

other -- for interngticnal. '

No doubt in Belgium, as in any other -country, grcups
cculd arise sympathetic tc¢ us but who are not Vet ready touday
to enter fcrmally intc our ranks. We must be ready to esten-

lish friendly relations with therm, and 1f they wish, t¢ in-
clude them within the framewcrk of the Fourth International
on the basis of sympathetlc orgunizations, that 1s, with a
consultative vote, ' B ,

You pcint to the fact that we have not a5 yet made a
theoretical analysls of the latest stage cf Imperialism, etc,
But 1f this 1s an argument agcainst “proclaiming" the Fourth
Internaticnal, it-.1s no léss an argument against the exlstance
of naticnal parties, Azain twe standerds} But the PFourth
Internaticnal as a whole is undoubtedly much better ~equlpped
thecretlcally and to a much greater degree assured against
vacitllaticns than any of the»national,sect}ons separately.

_ The relaticn between theory and practice bears not a
‘one=sided but a two-sided, thdt is, dialectic choracter. We
are sufficlently equipped theoretically for action; at any rate
mich better than any other organizaticn. Our action will push
our theoretlc work forward; will arouse and attract new theoreti -
clans, etcs The Fourth International will never spring from
- our hands ready made like Minerva from the heed of Jupiter.

It will grow and develop in theory as well as in action,

Let me remind you that the Communist League was created
by Marx-Engels before they wrote. the Communist Manifesto.
Thet the first International was created before the appearance
of the first volumne of Capitale The Second International--
before the publication of all the volumes of Capital., The
Third International existed during its best period without a
finished program, etc., . ’

The historic process does not wait for "final," "finished,"
"exhausting" Marxian research. We had to teke a position on
the Spanish revolution  without awaiting Marxist studies on
Spain. The war will demand an answer from us irrespective of
the fact as to whether or not our theoreticians have 1ssued
one, two, or throe volumes of research worke, Just as war
cannot be postponed until the discovery of the most perfected
weapon, so the revolution and the Fourth International cannot
be postponed until the appearance of the most perfected
theoretic work, Theory 1s very important. But pedantic

fetishism of theory 1s good for nothing,

The paradox lies in the fact that those who call them~-
selves "for the Fourth International" in reality carry on
8n ever-sharpening struggle against the Fourth International,



In the example of Snecvliet this is mot clear. He is "for"
the P.0.U.M, and "for" the Londun Burcau and in order to
retain his equilibrium he is, in addition, “for® the Fourth
Internationals We have no need for such confusion. The
pollcy of Sneevllet only compromises the Fourth International
in Holland as well as internatiocnally. 1In Spain Sneevliet!s
policy took the form ¢f direct strike-breaking at the most
critical moment. And &ll this is covered up by the little
word "for"l Vereecken's policy is only 51% of Sneevliet!s
policye The question stands not very much different with
Maeslove All of them are "for", In realty they all carry on

a struggle against the basic principles of the Fourth Inter-
national, furtively looking to the right and to the left in
search of such allies as can help them overthrow these
principles. We cannot permit this at all, We must devote the
greatest attention to all the vacillating and immature work-
ing class groupings that are developing in our direction.

But we cannot make principled concessions to scctarian~-centrist
leaders who want to recognize neither our international
organlzation nor discipline,.

"That means you want & monolithic International?" some-
one will say in holy fear. No, least of all that, I will reply
calmly to this susplclone The entire history of the Fourth
International and of each of its sections shows a constant,
uninterrupted and free struggle of points of view and
tendencles, But as cur experlence testifies, this struggle
retalns a sane character only when 1ts participants

~consider themselves members of one and#fhe same natlonal
~and international orgenization which has its program and its
constitution, We can, on the other hand, carry on a comradely
~discussion with groups who .atand outside cof our orgamlzation,
But as the experience with smecvliet and Vereecken in-
dlcates, the discussion inevitnbly assumes a poisoned
character when some leaders stand with one foot in cur organi-
. -zatlon, the other -- outside of i1te. To allow the develop~-
ment of such a regime would be suicidal,.

Because of all these consideraticns I stand completely

: for‘calling ourselves as we are called by the workers and
by class enemles, that is, the Fourth Internaticnalt

Coyoacan, D. F. L. Trotsky
May 31, 1938 -
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