/\Hem —T%\')},

214

cSchziZLtﬁEQZ‘ Workers JZZZf%?Z.

- . GQEILEELS
1. The Resolution of the Political Commlttee
of the NeCe on The Decline of American
Capitalism and the Revolutionary Transi-
tional Program for the Next Perlod eeess...ePgse 1 to 12
2. Amendment by cannorh..........'.,....o.......Pge.. 12
3. The Problem of the Iabor PartyeeseecesscessoPgse 13 to 18

4, Statement on the Iabor Party T
by G‘lﬁa T!'in;bku&....-.........-....'.....Pgso 19 to 30

5. Minority Statement - Substitute for

section on [aboe: Party in thesis of P.C.

Major'ity ‘b’ Hul’ Draperu.u.-............_oPgs. 31 to 54
6+ Remarks on the Transition Program by Cruxe...Pgss 35 to 39

7+ Remarks on thb'lgﬁor Party by CruXeeesssecoesPgse 40 to 45

M

PRICE - TEN CENTS



NOTE BY THE POLITICAL COMIITTEE

The Resolution published herein has been
drafted and adopted by the Political Committee on
instructions of the Plenum of the N.C. to draft a con-
crete nrogram of action (transitional demands) applic-
able to tlie United States in the light of the general
International Thesis on "The Death Agony of Capitalisnm
and the Tasks of the Fourth International,

This material is now submitted to the mem-
bership for study and discussions

As per the decision of the Plenum, a refer-
endum vote of the membership will be taken at the con-
clusion of the discussion.

The labor party resolution is included as
a sectlon of the general resolutions. The PeC. recom-
mends, however, that this sectlion be discussed and

voted on separatelye.



THE DECLINE
OF  AMERICAN  CAPITALISEY  AND

THE  REVOLUTIONARY IRANSITIONAL  PROGRAM FOR THE

EEXT PERIOD

('ith A Special Secfion On The Labor Party Question)
. .

1. Amerlcan capltallst economy, now passing thru a
fresh perlod of economlc crlsls and depre551on Iollowing
the 1953 1937 upturn, has def1n1te1y entered its phase of
general decllne. For the Ilrst tlme in 1ts history, the
top of thke boom cycle, measured by all significant 1nd1c-
€8y Was aubstantlally below the top of the preceedlng |
boom, (1929) Thls central fact unmlstakeably demonetrates
the falsluy of any theory of Amerncan "exceptlonallsm"
and the truth of the Harx1st contentlon in our Internat-
ional Draft Thebls, that the United States along with the
entlre capitalist world has exhausted 1ts progresslve po-
'tentlalltles. | | |

2. The economic crisis in the United States is thus
no cyclical fluctuation preceding‘a further advance of pro-
duction, but a stage in the defelopment of a permanenf
and general crisis in the economlc and socilal relatlons
of American capitalism, This general crisis of the soc-
ial order itself does not of course exclude the possibil-
.ity and éven probability of temporary periods of reviv-
al, But eeeny such upturn in the futore will be feverish,
brief, uneven and yleld to deeper crisis and more grlddlng
depression on a lower level. liass unemployment, increas-

ing insecurity and lowering of the general standard of
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living have become chronic and inseparable featurcs or Am-

erican economy and insurmountable without the destruction
of capitalism itself,

5 The gigantic technlcal development of the United
States, Ats enormous material resources, and the fact that
this country has risen to the relatively dominant position
in world'capifalism during the period when worid capital~
iam had entered tha epoch of decllne, only accentuatcs the
impact of the crisis. The roots of the Amerlcan crigis
afe international and the fate of the'United States was
never more closély linked up wiéh the destiny of world cap-
italism as a whole., Economlc rlse and slump in the Unit-
ed Staotes are aharper and more devastatxng than in any
other country; and the attempt to extrlcate 1tse1f from
the crisis by meons of the redistribution of the world
market, is driving Americao capitaiiém te play a leading
part in the preparations for the hew imperialiat war.

4, The effect of the 1929-33 econo@ic crisis, and
even more thé impact of the new crisis before ihe complet-~
ion of a recovery cycle comparable to thre p:evious boom
period, produce an uneven but éver deepéning ond all-cm-
bracing social orisis, the continuing character of which
is made certain by tﬁe insolubie nature of the oconomic
crisis. Confronted by the ravages‘of the cconomic crisis:
in their own lives, the masses seek a way out. The un-
precedented sweep to the Few Deal was one abortive attempt

-

to find such a way. But the realities of capitalist de~
cline are shattering the illusions of the New Deal no less
ruthlessly than they dissipated the dream of the “New Era®

(1923-1929). The Bew Deal expenditures served temporarily



- B
to prop up the sagzing foundations of capitalism and
"stabilize" decay by "planned" sabotage of production,
Despite billions of dellars of government pump priming,
kowever, the bousted economic gains of three years of
the New Deal werc wiped out in threc months of the most
precipitdte decline in American economic history. The
army of the unempioyed has once more riscn to thi;teen
million., The national organization of Labor's Uon-Part-
isan League and the formation of la Folctte's Nat;onal
Progressive Party are events of the greatest symptomatic
importance as indicating the pressurc of the masses trying
to find their road beyond the collapsing framewo;k of the
traditional two party system.

I1. _

5. As yet the discontent of the masses has not found
clear and explicit expression. Nowhere in the world is
there a greater gap than in thie United States betwecen the
which have fully matured for the socialist revolution
technical and material organization of eccnomy,/and the
backwardness of political consciousness of the masscs
which still revolves within bourgeois limits.  At the
same time ncwhere is there a greater gap between polit-
ical backwardness and implicitly revolutionary anti-cap-
italist action of the masses, (the sit--in. strikes.)

In these circumstances, to which must be added the ap-
proach of o new world war, the prospect of lcng drawn
cut, comparatively stable tendencies such as once char-
acterized many of the older European countries, must be
ruled out,

6. This situation is fertile for‘the rapid and stormy
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political development of tle aacses. At the same time it
provides the soil fo- rad’cal and pseudo~rudical widdle

¥

class moveuments, and con nnnracedLntly ravid growth 217 an

American fagcizy moTcexsnbi.whizl. wi~it be o consequénce of

e

such third party movementc, To vard cff the histcrical
da;ger of fascigrm, the revelutiouary pa-ty rust irmediate-
ly find a way of actively intervening in these develop-
ments, directing tien toward the crganized plads political
action of the workers, druwing into the struggle the low-
er middle classes and carrying through the struggle to
the workers revclution which alene can solve the problems
of the crisis.

7. From thess considerations follows the urgent need

of o transitionzl program to’ facilitate bridging tne gap

between the otjectively maturcd revoluticnary conditions
and the lagging political consciousness of the masses, If
in the period of capitalist expansion the welfare of the
masses‘COQtinually,lagged behind the development of the pro-
duetive fotces, thenm undér'thevgonditions of capitalist de-
cline resigtance to explcitation is impossible without conr-
ing intc'conflict‘witn the very foundations of capitalism,
ﬁnder the conditions of the sccial crisis the old forus of

revolutionary agitation and propaganda for the socialist

s e

§2§1'bOEbih6d Wﬁ%ﬁf&aily'agitation fer immediéié derands
more or less reslizable witain the framework of capital-
ism have becone inﬁdequate. Even the struggle for the sc-
'cailed immediate derands is cempelled to take on the char-
actér of a struggle against the confines of capitalist law-

and-order (sit-down). The function ¢f the transitional
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program is to bridze the gap between the program of im-
mediate demands and the full program of the prolstarian
revelution,

8. The transitional program must be bold, decisive
and resolute, It must at every stage deepen the class
consciousness of the workers and enhance their confidence
in their'own‘classvorganizatibhs and political action., It
,must provide positive aﬁdvmilitant answers to the burn-
ing problems with which decaying capitalism and the soclal
crisis ;elenﬁlessly confront the workers; problems aris-
1ng from the contrast between the enormous productlve cap-
aclty of the Unlted States and the 1ncr9351n0 padperla-
ation and mlsery of the massesj problems of tho grow1ng ,
danger, as the class struggle sharpens, of the rise of a
fascist movemept,;prpblems of the struggle'agalnst the im-
miﬁent'approach of imperialist war. 1In the ﬁery nétgre of
a transitional program, .ot cdurse, it.éénﬁbfziniadvanée be
given final and flnlshed form. Wlth the changes in the
mass movement -and- in thb state ox mlnd of the workcers, . the
transitional program must corrbgpondlngly change, to ad-
vance ‘or on odcasion‘tc fétreaf alturlng the emphasis and -
utilization of slogans and shlftlng tactics through wnlfé/z
the program is presented.v o

9. TFor the Sﬁciaiist Workers Party to orient its sc-
tivity around a iranéitionai ﬁronfam means to enter o de-
cigively” new phJsc in the declopment of a revelutionary .
party in this country. It means to concentrate attegntion
and activity principally on the mass movement, It means

strivingftoAtranéform the party from an enlarged propaganda
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gtoup to a gemline party of action in the class struggle.
It means that the entire work of the party for the next
period must revolve around the objective of making our
program known to the American masses. It must be carried
into the uﬁions and 21l mass organizations, public'meet-
ings, and strec¢t corner demonstrations, labér party organ=~
izations and Labor's Non-Partisan league. It is primarily

a progrark of agitation and mass action around the agitation.

III,

Without relinquishing our support also of the strug-
gle for the immediate demands (shorter hours, higher wages,
higher relief, social insurance, democratic rights, etce)
but the more effectively to mobilize the workers against
the burAen of the economic crisis, the danger of fascist
~violence, and the imminence of imperialist war, the Social~
ist Workers Party proposes the following as a program of

transitional demands for the next periods

A: - Struggle Against the Economic Crisis

(l)‘Workers Control of Industry

The‘capitalist offensive takeskthe form of wage cut-
ting, ruthless speed~-up, the shutting down of plants, the
ionopolist rise'of prices; State-capitulist and burcau- '
cratic schemes of industrial rogulation and "planning*
Athreaten tﬁe wofkérs with economic serfdom. vTo counter
this capitalist drive and to prepdre for their own fut-
ure manogement of industry under social ownership - the
workers must extend the implications of the sit-down by

demanding fhe right of their own independent apudits =



and inspection of the corporation books, disclosure of tus-
iness "secrets", and exposurce of all other monopolistic
and fraudulent methods whereby Big Business operates for
the purpose to shift the costs of the depression and crisis
on the workers,

fhe organizations best fitted to cope with the prob-
lems of workers control at the point of production arc the

shop-committees. Every effort must be exerted to organ-

ize the shop committees, which may become organs of dual
power in the . factory and the nucleus of sovicts, as the
crisis tzkes on o revolutionary character in the futurc.
Where these committees already exist as union orgzns in
organized shops, thcy must be broadened out and infusecd
with militant class consciousness and leadership. It is
also necessdry to guard against the setting up or trans-
formation of existent shop-cormmittees into sutstitutces

for trade unions as well as against the danger of fake com=
pany union employce shop-committees.

(2) Reopen idle Plants

Thousands of plants, mines and factories in the Un-
ited States are closed or running at small fracliions of
capacity, thus depriving the workers of the jobs which are
their right and products which the masscs need., We therc-
fore propose that all idle factories, plants, and mines
shall Be re-opened and operated under the control of the
workers within the given field of industry; the payment
of all rent, intervst and profit, and prevision of capital
reserves shall be suspended during such operation; wages

shall be paid with the trade union scale as 2 minimum;



-8 -
and any necessary financing shall be carried out through
the provision of Federal funds.

(3) Expropriation of Separote Indusiries

Expropriation of the railrcads and thgir opera” tion
under workers control without tlie nayment of rent, interest
or orofit. Expropriation of senarate gigantic mononolies
in industry and nublic utilities (gas, electricity; com-
munications) and their operation likewise'under workérs
control, without payment of rent, interest or profit.

{4) Publit Works

Both tb'provide jobs to all those unable to find
work in ordinary industry and to supply the Aeeds of the
mASSes, we propose the immediate allotment of twenty
billion dollars (one-half the cost to the U.S. of the
last war) for & 1érgé séalo program‘of usdful public works
and for low rental modern housing, such rental to be at a
figure to cover the cost of upkeep alone, with all other
costs covered by public fuhds; all work done on the pﬁblic
works program to be governed by union standards of.hours
and wages, not to be less than $30 per week.

(5) Sliding Scale of Wages

Against increases in the cost of living, we prppbse
to fight under the slogan of a sliding scale of WageSe
Wagze agfeements, unde a strictly specified minimum, must
provide for automatic inerease of wages +o correspond with
increases in prices of consumer goods.

(6) Sliding Scale of Hours

In the struggle against mounting unemployment which
has already plunged not less than_fifteen million workers



and their families into the abyss of pauperism, the Social-

1st Workers Party raises the demand for a job and a decent

living for every worker. Along with the development of a

program of public works and the reopening of closed fac-

tories, mines and plants as a part of this program, we nro-

r

pose a sliding scale of -hours in public ‘andprivate industry;

that is, the reduction of hours to the point which will
permlt the assimilation of all the unemployed into public
or private industry; the equal division of working hours;
and weockly wages for all at not less than the present full-
time union ratese Arguments that such a demand cannot be
reconciled with the:book-keeping system of capitulist'
industry and the payment of interest, profit and rent,

have no validity whatever. What is at stake is the 1ife

or death of the million-massos of the workors, the only
creative and progressive class in modorn societys The "book-
keeping" must be reconciled w1th the life interosts of the
working class, come what may.

(7) The Parm Problem

Nearly half of all working farmers in the Unhitecad
‘States have today the status of tenants or sharecroovoro,
subject to oxorbitant rents and to evictione To protect
thesc farmers apainst tho ravages of the devrcssion and
the inseccurities of the crisis, we propose a moratorium on
all reant cayments of any tyrpe, the prohibition of cvictions,
cancellation or tax indebtedncsse Wo further proposo |
oxpropriotion of all lands held by non-operators and thoir
transfer to tenanté and shareccronperse The small farmors

on owner operated farms arc opurossed by heavy mortgagsns



owned by the great banks and insurance companies. We
therefore propcsc canccllation of all mortgage. indebtedness

on all such ownor~oporated farms. o e L

B % STruggle Againqt Fascism

(1) Workers Dofense Guﬁrd (Worlers Mllltia)

The experlence of the class stru\;;e;le the world ‘
over domonstrates that undor conditions of the social
cfisis, tho capitalist clags increasingly rosorts to
naked and dospotic violonce of vigilantism and fascism.‘m
If the American workin~ claos 1s not to fall victim to.
the uupino narliamentary crotlnism and constitutlonal"fw
illusions that ovorwhelmed 1arwe sections of the Euronean
labor mdvomcnt, 1t can no 1ong¢r‘postpono with impunity.
the tasks of‘organiéing its ownrmiliiaht Workers Defecnse
Gurads. Workers Dofense Grouns aié devolooments of the
picket lines,’ "flying squads , otce which spontaneously
characterize strlkes in this couhtry.. But the Workers |
Defense Guards must be pormanent units, strongly d1301nlined
with dutlcs extending beyond the strike 81tuation, und |
progressively assuming the more pronounped political
charactor of a workefs militiae Workers Defonso groups
arc the first organized nuclei of the futuro workors' army.

Syatomatic org anization of Defenso Grours can and
must begin with tho party itself and OSpGClally the YPSL.
But every effort should bo mado to draw in sympathetic
non-memborse Tho grduﬁs organized.én party initiative
(for QOfonse of partj and»YESL public mectings,demonstra=-

tions, loafle% distributién, and other working class

roctings égainst fascist, vigilante or Stalinist provocation)e
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These groups arc not a substituto for Workors Dofense Guards
having a broad mass labor sunport, but a nuclecus, the or-
ganization of which the rcvolutionary party must assume as
en immediate task.

Co = Strugelo Agaoinst War Prcparations

The object of the present enormous military and
naval budgots of the United States can only be to fight a
wer in defonsec and cxtension of the imperiallst intorost
of Amorican c&pitalism. Woe therefore propose (a) the trans-
fer of all war funds to tho maintenanco of the unemployed
(b) that the decision with reforence to military or naval
action against any other country shall rest with a popular
referondun, with all thosc from the ago of eighteen upward
eligible to vote (¢) immediate-withdrawal of all armod
forces of the United States from tho Far Ecst (4) immediatevx
freedom for all colonles and posscsions of the United |
Statos (e) abolition of socrot diplomacy (f) nationalizatigh
under workers control of the armament and munitions indus-
trye.

D. = Workers Govornment

Tho most genoral form of thc campaign of agitation
for the program of transitional demnnds is*the propagonda
for tho slogan of the Workers Government, o slogan dictated
by tho catastrophic character of the whole. paliticat do= -

vo;Opmont of ounr cpoch, $§g aim of the transitionai

program 1s to broak the mo3os avay from sugport of tho
t{qditional partics of capitalism, to lead them to inde-
pogdent class politics and the conquest of power., Tho
slogan of thc Workers Government sumﬁarizcs tho goal of

' A iﬂv -
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the transiticnal program, thc objective of indenendent
class political action, and constitutes the answer to
the Stalinist and social-domocrotic politics of supoert
of thc MNow Deal, ths Populer (or "Democratic") Front. We
elways stress our basic position of principlc thet only
the power of a Soviot govermment can abolish ecapitalism and
institute plennod Soclalist eccnorys We nevor fail to
point to the calamitous faillurc of the Iabor,Social-Democratic
and Ponular Front Governrmcnts as jiercly forms for the ad-
ministration of tho Capitalist statee Wo raisc the slogen
of the Workers Govermnent, in the sonse given it by tho
Bolsheviks in 1917, as an anti-bourgeols and anti-capital-
ist slogan to assist the cxpericnce of tho masscse

LIS

Our party alone fully comprechonds tho dopth and

scope cf the crisis and its revolutionary implicationse
Our porty elonc proposes a revolutionary solution of the
crisis by our generotione All other political partics cither
support capitalism or postponc 1ts cnd to the distant
futurce Our party ;s;fully aware that on, the actrﬁon
of the Anecricen working class may rest the vhole fate of
world civilization,

AT
AMENDMENT BY CANNON: I propose to change the above ulonan

of Morkers Government" to "Workers and Farmers Government .

as formulated in the general thesis on "The Death Aggnv
Capitalisgm and the Tasks of the Fourth Internationa and
adopted by the Plenum of the National Committee.
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THZ DECLINE of ‘merican capitalism and the social crisis
ensuing therefrom have already called forth the greatest trade
union orgenizing campaign in .merican history, which bréught
with it a wave of strike struggles unprecedehted in scope and
revolutionary implications (the sit-down strikes). At the
same time the experiences and results of theée herculean ef-
forts of the American proletariet have danbnstrated the inad=-
equacy of the purely economic struggle to solve even ﬁhe most
pressing immediate problems of the Workeré. The preéipitous
decline in economy, as & result of the new criéis,'adds new
millions to the ranks of theiuhempibyéd, cencels out the gains
of the strike victories and even threatens the‘existence of tle
newly built trade unions., Instinoti#ely>scﬁsing the inadequacy
of trade unionism alone under these ciiouﬁétances, the workers
have begun to turn in million-masses toWard political action,
The further development of the crisis is certain to strengthen
this tendency. | | . |

THE QRGANIZED participation of the workofé iﬂ politics
under the acgis of Labor's Non Partisan Leaguevrepresents Q
profognd depqrture from the old Gompers school of labor pol-
1tics, although on the surface the th‘mdy appear to be iden-
tical, 1In the past the labor bureaucracy confined itself to
"endorsing™ this or that "fricnd of labor"™ on thc capitalist
party tickets, In the 1936 presidential elcetions, and in vire
tually all municipal and state elections sinec, we hnve seen
for the first time a systemntic and increasingly detennincd ef=

fort to organizec ond mobilize tho politicaletrcngth of thc
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workers as 1 single unit. This now movement, representcd by
the L,N,P,L., must bec charaotérized as a §£3§9’1n the develop-
ment of the labor movement from completc subservicnce to tho
political parties of big capital to an indepecndent party of
the workers,

’THE FACT that fhe movement as yet remains within the form-
al fr&mework of the Democratic Party is in part duc to thc con-
scious restrictions placed upon it by the bureaucracy and in
part to the as yet unclear aims of the masses. On the other
hand, the 1ncrﬁasing aggressivcnfss of this movement on the
pollticql fipld and its mounting demands for morc concess=—
ions and rcprcsentatisn for labor -- an attitgdo which has al-
ready impelled the‘workers in important local instances to put
up indepehdcnt or somi-inﬁependcnt tickcts == testify to the
profound impulsc of thc masscs of the wo;kers_toward complete=-
ly independent political action. This impuls¢ is progressive
eand must éonsciausly and>deliberatoly be aided at every step
by tﬁe Socialist Workers Party,

PARALLEL VITH the developing scntiment for an ;ndcpendent
party of the workers, and 1n large measure interfusecd with it,
therc is a powerful trend in the direction ofta new bourgcois
liberal party designed to includc and swallow up the incipient
movement of the workers for indepcndent pabor political action.
Under further pressurc of the social crisis this trcend can and
most likely will also gain strength, the prescnt Democrotic per-.
ty may bc split wide open and a new party of the dem9oratic
boufgeois front’emergo, with the labor burcaucracy occupying
2 prominent though bolitioally subordinate place, Against such

@ development, as against thc present attempts of the bureaucray
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te subordinatc the workcrs to the Danocratic Parfy, we counter=
pose the slogan of independent labor political action'throngh
_ . o P

a labor pearty.
At the time of eur national convention, wc.toek insnffie-"
ient account of the new devolopments in the labor mOVLment es-
peclelly’in thcir polltlcal aspccts, and fell into tho erlor -
of repeating abstract formulas on the question of the labor par-
ty which, in the light of great new developments, had become
obsolete. It is necossary now to reoonsider the question and
to make a radical ohnnge in our tactics in regﬁrd to the dev-;
eloping labor party movnmcnt. over a period of years we havo'i
discussed and debated this quostion with the opportunlsts only
in the 3bstract That could not bc othorwisc, becausc neither

“ S -y

a lebor ‘party nor a formldable movement for 1ts croation Was
anywhere to bc seqn.f In thesc discussions we saw only two as=-
pects of the question --Qa labor pa1¢y which did not exist 1n
reality, but Which thﬂ opportunists sought to suok out of their
fingers, or a possible fully devoloped labor party some time in
the future. We now haVu to gcar our practical activity toward

a third and hithcrto insufficiently approoiated asPect of the
question == namely, a powerful mass movcmcnt 1n tho direction of
the labor pnrty Which has not yet taken e clearly d=11ncd shapc.
We have ahways said that, confronted With a fully dGVeloped
lebor party, pased on the trade unions we would take a posit-
ive attltude towqrd it and most likely particinato 1n 1t. Wwe
are now confronted w1th the necossity of concret1z1ng this gen-
eral point of view and of taking a dircct part in the pfesent '
developing movement for a labor party and of working *1th all

our strength to push it on the road of indepondence.
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THE QUESTION of the c«ttiitude tovard an cxistin:z l&pqr party
has never been a question of prunciple for revolutionary Marx-
ists, No more should our attitude toward ¢ gemuinc ness move=
ment for a labor party bec so considered. In our tactics we
havée always taken our pnint of departure from the concrectc pol-
itical-situation and thz tendencies of its develonment, Sev-
ercl years ago, before the crisis of 1929 end even latcr, un-
til thc appearance of the CIO, we could have hoped that the
revolutionary, that is, the Bolshevik party would develop in
the United States parallel to the radicalization of thc work-
ing ¢élass and sucecced cventuslly in beeoming thc hcad of it,
Under thesc conditions it would have-been absurd to occupy . .-
oncself with abstract propaganda in favor of an unhgralded ... _ ..
"Tabor Party." . ' S .

THE SITUATION sincc that time, however, has radically -
changed and it would be inexcusable to close Qur cycs to it,.

The powcrfully developing trade unions under the conditions
of a doepening crisis of capitalism will project themsclves
all the more irresistibly upon the road of political struggle
and upon the road of crystallization into & labor party.

IF THE OFFICIAL leaders of the trade unions in spite of
the imperious voice of the situation and the growing piessure
of the masses preserve ¢ rescrved position on the question of
& lebor party, it is precisely because the dcep social crisis
of bourgeois society now imparts to the question of ‘the labor
party - e-nsidorably greater sharpness than in all precceding
periods, ' : IR ) S .

NEVERTHELESS WE can with sufficient assurancc predict that
the resistance of thc bureaucracy will:be brokgn,“The movement



in favor of a labor party will continuc to grov. A rcvolution-
ary organization occupying in relation t5 this progressive move-
ment a negative or ncutrally cxpectant position will doom it-
self to isolation and sectzrian degonerction,

The Socialist Worksrs Party, scction of thc Fourth Inter-
natiénal, clearly realizes thc fact that in virtue of unfevor=-
ablc historical reasons its own devclopment lageged bchind the
radiealization of wide layers of tho American proletariat and
precisely because of this ‘the problem of creating 2 labor party
is placed upon the order of the day through the wholc course
of development,

CONSEQUENTLY, THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY gives positive
and unamiBuous support to tho labor party movement in general
and to all its’ local manifestations.’ It supports the 2rfile-
iation of trade unions t9 Labor's Kon-Partisan L2ague as well
as to local units of the movement heving en independent or
sémi-indcpendent form (Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota, Amer=-
ican Labor Party, etc.) and, in fovorabls circumstanccs, the
National Committec authorizcs its members to join branches of
tﬂase bodies based on individual membership.

WHILE THE Soei~l Democrats, Lovestoncites, ctc, advocote
a labor or famcr-laber party with a purcly reformist program
ahd more or less confins themselves to unprinciplcd top com=
binations under cover of this slogan, -- the Socialist Workcers
Party advonees its program of transitional demands in order to
frucfify the mass movement in favor off a labor party and leqd?
-1t.iq a rcvolutionary dircetion.

PRESERVING ITS OWN full organizationcl and political in-

dependencc, the Soclalist YWorkers Party carrizs on systematic
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and irreconcilable struggle egainst the trade union bureéﬁcracy
which resists the creation of a labor party, or ettcmpts to
convert 1t into an auxiliary weapon of one of the bourgeois
porties, Explaining and propagandizing its program of trané-
itional demamds in the trade unions, at meetings, and sc forth,
the Socialist Workers Party indefatifably exposes on the basis
of. thc living experiencc of the masses the reformist and pace-
ifist illusions of the trade union bureaucracy and its Social
Demooratic and Stalinist allies,

HEN IND HOW the 1lnbor party will bec formed, wheat scope
and mass base it will acquirc in the period ahead and through
what stages and splits it will pass, the future will disclose,
Dcfending the labor party from thc attack of thé bourgcoiste,
the Socialist Workers Party does not and will not, however,
take upon itsclf any responsibility for this party. In re=
lation to the labor party in all étages of its dévqlopmont,
the Socialist Workers Party occupics 2 eritical position, sup=
ports thc progressive tondencies against the reactionary, and
at the same time irreconcilably critiocizos the haifnway char=-
acter of thusc progressive tendencies., For the Socialist Tork-
ers Party the labor party should on thc onc hand become the ar-
ena for recruiting revelutionary clements, on the other a
transmissivc mechanism for influsncing evarywidér circles of
workers, 1In its very ¢ssenco the labor party can prcserve pro=
gressive significance only during a comparatively short transit-
lonal pericd. The further sharpening of thc revolutionary sit-
uation will inevitably break the shell 6f the lebor party and pcere
mit the SWP to rally around the banner of the Fourth International

the revolutionary vanguard of the Amcrican proletariat,
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FOR A REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY
By GLEN TRIMBLE

A year and a2 half ago in September 1936, Comrade Burnham wrote
an article for the 8ocialist Appcal entitled, "For a Revolutionary
‘Socialist Party", A year and o half later he has written another ar-
;gng’ this time for the New International, entitled "The Labor Party,

g,

‘Before examining the current model, let us look through Comrade
Burnham's cyes at the labor party problem of late 1936.

"How do revolutionary Marxists solve such a problem as that of
the Labor Party ...? The solution is two fold. We must, first, start
with and clarify the fundamental issues of political theory which are
involved - thebdry itself being conceived as simply the generalized ex-
perience of the revolutionary movement. Tollowing this, we must ap-
Ply our theory to the concrete; specific circumstances which confront
us.

"Tyler employes another method," says Comrade Burnham. This
method is based, among other undesirable things, on "a wish to find
a magic shortcut to the revolutionary party". Tyler is thoroughly
demolished in the course of the article {and properly so!), but I am
here more interested in the possitivce argument, ..

Comrade Burnham lays down two "bagic considerations" from "the
point of view of fundamental theory...first, the nature of the state;
and second, the role and function of the revolutionary party." These
two points are amplified correctly. The rele of the state is that of
the "executive committece of the dominant class in Bociety"; that of
the revolutionary party "is to act as the conscious, indecpcndent, au-
tonomous leader and vanguard of the working clags in accomplishing
the conquest of power, the overthrow of the bourgeois statc, the es-
tablishment of the new workers' statc and the transition to socialism".

Acceptance or rejcction of thes: two fundamentals is thec "deci-
sive dividing line between revolutionary Marxism and reformism," and
"applying this test we can rcadily enough conclude that a Labor Pagty
- any Labor Party - is a rcformist party" (emphasis in thec originall).

"Now, the fundamental position of Marxists toward a Labor Party
is determined in the light of its basic, defining nature - by the fact
that it is a rcformist party. The specific tactics of Marxists toward
a Labor party, however, takc into account also its special cheracter-
istics - namely that it comprises the bulk of the trade unions ...
Marxists ... basc their intercst in Labor pazties on the prescnce of
orgagizgddlabgr within them and are not particularly worried ovir the
exact shade of reformigm which their pPrograms represent.lcmphas s, °
this time, mine). From thie follows thc far greater flexibility of
the Marxist tactics which permit critical support, affiliation or head

on opposition, depending on thc concrete circumstonces end the given
rclationship of forcesg.™

Comrade Burnham establishecs thc propositions that all reformist
parties support imperialism; are powerless to dcfeat war and fasciem;
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are, in the decline of capitelisu. powerless even t0 securs reforing
"of any dimentions"; are anc¢i-rzuvnilticnevry. Since these things ruxe
true, the revolutionary party mus+ “eay them, in the trade unions as
elsewhere;" it must "if possitle, head off and prevent the growth of
a Lab?r party - that ie, of one more obstacle in the revolutionary
path.!

Comrade Burnham is especially anxious to clear up Tyler's pre-
ocupation with the dangers of isolation and the programatic errors of
Labor parties unrescued by the Marxists. He explaines carefully that
"a program threec-quarterg revolutionary is not at all necessarily bet-
ter than one which is one-half revolutionary; the former may well be
more difficult to expose, may look much morc like the real thing and
therefore constitute a greater obstacle to revolutionary development,
If by chancc socialists were participating in a programatic conven-
tion of a Labor party, their only duty would be to put forward the
full program of ‘revolutionary socialism and, »f this were rejected,
their task so far as program went would be over,"

In the concluding paregroph the Marxist reply to "isolationt
is given, "Revolutionists can avoid isolation only through their real
strength, the depth of the influence of their idees, their actual pe-
netration of the mass organizations... all short cute arc mere illusg-
ion... it-is toward this end, and this end aloné - the deepehing of
the influence of thc idea of revolutionary sociclism and the building
of ite' party. — that thc energies of every Merxist must be intransi-
gently directed." - o ‘

Now, before turning from whet in truth the "fundoementol issues
of political theory" to the concretes of 1938 and 1938, there ig an
aspect of fundamental theory thet requireg amplification. Comrade
Burnham has told us, correctly, that: the Marxist position is one of
principled opposition to non-Marxist and therefore, enemy parties,
but that that does not preoclude certain %actical relationships under
certain circumstances. Thege tactical relations are known in the
Marxist movement azs meneuvers. Comrade Burnhem himself - in 1936 -
uses this designation and touchés on ths conditions justifying the
particular maneuvers in question. He gcys that '"under the given con-
ditions (of 1938) - the undeveloped stage of the Labor Party, the
lack of preparation of the Socialist Party itself for complex and
dargérous maneuvers, the opportunity to expose the methods of refor-
n¥sm by showing how (in this case - openly) it works for thé preserva-
tion of capitalism, etc. - under these conditions the S.P. stands to
gain more and risk losing lecs by a direct independent campaign.!

8ince now, in 1938, it is precisely complex and dangerous
mansuvers which Comrade Burnham places forerost on the imiediate
cgenda of the new born Socialist Workers Party , it is our obligation
as Uarxists to opproach the problem from the point of vicw of funda-
mentel theory. Let us turn to the "generalized experience', the
theoretical conclusions drawn. from o full lifetime of experience, by
Comrade Troteky. : ' :

THE LAWS OF MANEUVERS

The section of THE THIRD INTERNATIOVAL AFTER LENIN decling
with "The Maneuverist Character of Revolutionary Strategy" opplies
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in full to the present problems. That considerations of time, space
and personal health prevent my submitting the entire text should not
diminish in the slightest the obligation of every serious Marxist to
read and reread the text in the light of the present choice before
us. I shall cite only the most generalized conclusions and lsave
the examination and reexamination of the supporting evidence as an
absolute responsibility of serious comrades!

"All attempts to apply the method of bureaucratic combinations
a6 being 'more economic! in comparison with the revolutionary strug-
gles in order to solve great questions, have led invariably to dis-
graceful failures, in addition to which ocombinationism .,.. each
time broke the spine of the young parties and the young revolutions,®

"Once and for all it must be grasped that a maneuver can
never decide anything in great matters." '

"Every maneuver is by its nature only an episode in relation
to the fundamental‘strategical line of the struggle."

"The import and the limits of a maneuver must always be
clearly considered and demarcated. A concession must be called a
oconcession, and & retreat a rctreat. It is infinitely less danger-
ous to exaggerate one's own concessions and retreats than to under-
estimate them. The vigilance of the class and the organized dis-
trust of our own party must be maintained and not lulled." .

"Nothing is 8o caloulated to disintegrate the revolutionary
spirit of the proletarian party as unprincipled maneuvering and
combinationiem behind its back." '

"The most important, best established, and most unalterable
rule to apply in every maneuver reads: you must never dare to merge,
mix, or combine your own party organization with an alien one, even
though the latter be most 'sympathetic! today. Undertake no such
stepe as lead directly e¥ indirectly, openly or magkedly, to the
subordination of your party to other parties, or to organizations
of other classes, or to constrict the freedom of your own egitation,
or your responsibility, even if only in part, for the political line
of other parties. You shall not mix up the tmamners, let alone kneel
before another banner." )

"It is the worst and most dangerous thing if a maneuver
arieses out of the impatient -opportunistic endeavor to outstrip the
development of one's own party and to leap over the necessary
stageas of ites development (it is precisely here that no stages must
be leaped over), by binding, combining, and uniting superficially,
fraudulently, diplomatically through combinations end trickery,
organizatione and elements tﬁat pull in opposite directions. 8uch
experiments, always dengerous, are fatal to young and weak parties.”

"In a maneuver, as in a battle, what decides is not strate-
gical wisdom alone (still less the cunning of combinationists) but
the relationship of forces. Even a correotly contrived maneuver is,
generally speaking, all the more dangerous for a revolutionary par-
t{, the younger and weeker the latter is in relation to its enemies,
allies and gemi-ellies. That is why - and we arrive here at a
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point which is of pararount importence for the Comintern - the k-
shevik party did not at all begin vith MQneuVE:ing_as a prnecea b
came to it, grew into it in tHe meéasurc that 't GunK ite roote uew: -
ly into-.the working class,‘bécaméléﬁrong'politicallyfand matured
ideologically." ..., N -

~ "Not bligsful '‘optimism! but intransigence, vigilance, revo-

lutionary distrust, and the.struggle for ‘every hand's breadth of
independence - these are the essertial traits, of Bolshevigia. Tnis
is what the communipt parties oi both thé Weet and the Faet muss
begin with, They muat: firpt gain the right to garry out great man-
- euvers by bPreparing the political and material poésibility for

realizing thew, that is, the strength, the golidity, the firmness
of their own oxgenization.®:;;,,: . & .. -

"They (the authors:of the 1927-draft prograu for the Comin- .
tern) préfer to remain sileft on 'the favorite theme and to leave
the leadership of the Comintern a free hand. And this .is precisely
Wwhat must not be ipermitted.. It is necessary to tie .the hands of
the combinationists and their candidates. . This is precisely the
purpgse the program should serve. Otherwise, it would be superflu-
ous.® oLt i . ' R

The publicetion of Comrade Burnham'g 1938 article in the New
International forces me to the: ooncluston 'that ‘our Chicago political
resolution was at fault in precisely the -pawe Tespect as was the
1937 program of the Comintern.. But I am‘éetting akéad of myself —

I have attempted to establish the theoretical postulates upon which
a Marxist judgement of the vonterporary  American Labor Party ques-
tion must be made. Let. us 106k now at the " concrete, specific
circumstances" which confronted us in'1936 and confront us today.

The testinony on.1936 is unanimous, so far as dur tendency
was concerned. The S.P. wes 80 weak that a Labor Party maneuver
would be absurd and suicidal. Appeal articles by Qomrades Shacht-
man, Burnham, mygelf and others.all empHasized that "prospects for
& nationgl .labor party" were Precticelly nil. (Coirade Shachimen
cited the blunt refusal .of the Minnesota F.L.P. 40 aéswie national
leadership, the hostility of Laber's Non Partisan League to inde-
pendent working olass Political action as instenced in a stetement
by J.B.S.Hardman, and she decision of what he termed the "privately
owned" Averican Labor Party in New York to bpar party arfiliations
other than those to the A.L.P. All agreed taat the sole purpogce
of such phoney novewments as were current was historically recction-
ary. Coumrade Burnham msked in 1926, '"ior Wnat possible reasons
Wwill a Labor Party be started here?* He angwers, "It will be - or
rathor it has been - started precieely to sitave off the growth of.
rovoluﬁionary class consciousness, to keev the allegiance of the
Nnassss for copitaliem when the too OId/mﬁskrnwsﬁtm?wnﬁmﬁr;ﬁvufyzafty
tﬂelr’Iﬂcility-inqddin?.SO';tu It purposc, both. in-the uindg,.of its”
1e?d?I5;&ndqin'itsiobjectiVu social effects, cannot be anything clse
thin to try to stave off the development of revolutionary class con—
Sciousness" - and,.we'night add, the developuent of the revolutionary
party. This was 1936-37, . ' S

2 What of 19387 Coﬁié&e'Trotsky poses the relationship'Of_fdrg“
Cces-as a decisive factor. Comrade purnhan omits this consideration-
entirely from his 1938 article which (omitting the somewhat eambigu—
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ous inferences of far more extended maneuvers) clearly and unequivo-
cally calle for the Socialist Workers Party to "sympathetically and
critically go through! the Labor party "experience with the workers"
—--~ IN NEW YgRK! This is the concrete and immediate NEW proposal which
is the heart of Comrade Burnham's article. :

THE RELATION OF FORCES

Surely the relationship of forces is sufficiently relevant to
this proposal to merit some sort of consideration from its author.
Yet there is none. 'In 1936 he was convinced that isolation could be
avoided only through "real strength”, the depth of influence of our
ideas, our actual penctration of the mass organizations." Comrade
Trotsky measures the justification for even a correct maneuver by the
depth of ‘Bolshevik roots in the working class yet this essential ques-
tion is not even raised, let alone answered!

What, actually, is our party strength - is our spine sufficient-
ly toughened to execute the inevitable twists and turns of an extended
labor party maneuver without ‘excess strain or cracking? That is an
essential question. The 1938 political resolution estimates that we
are engaged in the "transition from a propaganda group to a mass partyt
That Yonly in certain localities - and they are not numerous - our
party has firm contacts in the labor movement." This estimate is re-
peated and itemized in both this resolution and that én trade unions.
It is’ essentially correct for our national organization., What of New
York? At no time in writing or in discussion in the trade union com—
migsion or on the convention ftoor was New York singled out as one of
those localities where trade union roots were substantial. On the con-
trary it was frankly admitted that in proportion to the size of our
own party and of the New York Labor movement our trade union numpers
and influcnce were woefully meagre. Yet it is precicely in New York

that Comrade Burnhem proposes active participation-in the "privately
owned" A.L.P. How can such an experiment, in view of the relation-
ship of forces, have any other:character than that of unprincipled
and destructive attempts at combinationism not only from the top but
from the outside? Comrade Burnham does not attempt to answer this -
question, yet it must be answered, - o

One thing more nceds saying on the matter of relationship of
forces. There is no Justified parallel on this score between the en-
try into the 8.P. and the Proposed entry into any and all Labor or
quasi-Labor parties which have a mass following. By definition the
latter are bcth larger and, because they are in large part composed
of trade union orgenizations, have, in the present non-revolutionary .
situation, definite and substantial ties to the capitalist order.
These factors cennot be ignored. Experience proved our ability to
meet on more than equal terms the rootless petty bureaucrats of the
§.P. Only the most frivolous and superficiel approach could place an
attempt towwrest the trade union workers from their reformist leaders
on the same level. '

) There is in thisg connection what seems to me a fundamentally
eroneous approach by Gomrade Burnham, evén so early as 1936 - an error
somewhat reflscted in the gtatcment of the Minneapolis comrades. Put
simply and clearly by Comrade Burnham in 1936 it is as follows. "I1f
the revolutionary party is sufficiently cohesive and &lso guffieiently
lapge, it would not need to give any kind of support to the Labor par-
ty, but could combat it openly and directly in the organizational as
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¥ﬁ11 as h% political plane.! The converse of this follows obviously,
e revolutionary party NCT being sufficien’ v large or sufficiently

cohesive MUST give some kind of support to - Labor party! This ap-
proach is directly opposite to that of Comraae. Trotsky who finds one

of the great CRIMES of the Comintern was the loading of complex and
dangerous maneuvers on the undeveloped shoulders of the young and small
parties. Bluntly, Trotsky eees justification for CORRECT maneuvers for
strong ‘and experienced parties but not for weak and inexperienced ones;
Burnham sees compulsion for maneuvers for precicely the weak and inex-
perienced parties. There is no reconciliation of these two points of
view., The latter concept is sufficiently widely held in our ranks to
deserve a far morec extunded and adequate discussion than is possible
here. It is my.conviction that this error stems from failure to under-
stand the vanguard character of the revolutionary party in a non-revo-
lutionary or pre-rdévolutionary situation.and the total impossibllity of
any "mass party" save a reformist one in-such objoctive circumstances.
In this respect I can find, after carnest and serious search, no escen-
tial differente betwcen the approach of Burnham and the approach of Ty-
ler; both are, in Comrade Troteky's worlls "attempts to leap over the '
necessary stages of" the revolutionary party's developument., '

THE APPRDACH TO THE PROBLEM

- Comrade Burnham's 1936 article ie devoted to.the APPROACH of
Marxiste to the Labor party question. His present article neglects the
very sound rules he himself laid down and which are quoted at the be-
ginning of this statement. It ig true that there are certain vestigial
reimaine of the old propositions but they have, unfortunately, as little
relation ‘to the body &nd destination of his artiocle as have the vesti-
gial toes of 'a horse to his present means of locomotion. Where they
appear thecy are either unused or serve as the vehicles of "buts" and

"thougha":Which end up a4t the opposite pole. :

: He begins with-the proposition that the pregent Labor party move-
ment "differs in decisive rcspects from all the earlier movements',
His first reason for this is quite orthodox, "capitalism has entered
its stage of decay." Thousands of times Marxists have pointed out
that reformism can play a partially progressive role and wrest cer-
tain substantial reforms and concessions from a rising and expanding
capitalism; but that a-declining capitalism makees the revolutionary
course and the revolutionary party the only one capable of a pro-
gressive role or of wresting substantial concessions - as the "by-
products of revolutionary struggle". This, however, is not the con-
clusion that Oomrade Burnham draws. Inetead he maintains that rising
capitalism provided a base only for "traditionsl capitalist politics"
and that only in decay does it provide she foundntions for - a Labor
Party. This is an American approach with a vengeance! It was not:- .
rising capitalism but the open frontier which delayed the crystalli-
zation of clase forces in the United States. There was, in other
yords, an escape to pre-capitalist modes of life. In Europe where
this escape was absent or much more difficult, rising capitalism and
mase reformist working class parties rose side by side. The latter
played a partially progressive role until the ebb of oapitalist tide
carried them with it into rcaction. It is true that therc is a base
for reformism in decaying copitalism - the role of the defcnder of
decay and betrayal of the working class. But this is not a "different”
role, it is a stagc so often repeated that glosscing it over or aiding
it to the slightest dogree can only bc betrayal., The task ahd obli-
gation of the revolutionaxy party is to concentratc all energy on :
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educating and rallying the working class to "skip over" the quickssnd
in which the workers mnsc parties of western Europc have foundered.
Yet Oomrade Burnhanm's "approach" is an cttempted historical juetifica~
tion Bo as to make more palatable his subsequent prcposal that we "go
through" the quicksand with the workers. There is ro guarantee or
éven likelihood that they or we would reach the other side.

He adde two more reasons for "difference" ~ that the rolc of
the farmers ig diminighing and that the workerse in the U.S. are be-
ginning to consolidate ag o cless. True, true - and waht mount:inous
obligations thesge truthe put on the revolutionary party to expend its
independent influence, advance its full program, prepare for the re-
volutionary tagks which these developuents draw toward the head of
the agendal Comrade Burnham, however, finde in them justification
for an éstimote of 8 serious and deep rooted refornmist developuent
which we mugt prepare to go through with the workecrs.

THE ESTIMATE

. This is all of the approach. The twofold test - theoretical
and applied - of 1936 is omitted entirely. Comrade Burnahm now pro-
ceeds to an estimate of the ocurrent labor party movement. It is
hardly 8Urprising that the vast. difference in approach leads to a de-
cidedly different estimate. Whereas in 1936 the reactionary label
covered the field, now we are ¥0ld that the movement "from the point
of view of the mass of the workers is unequivocally progressive. We
are not told whether this categorical decision is arrived at by an
historical Marxiet, an intcrnationalist, criteria or by a purcly ato-
mistic judgement on the individual worker - before and after}

Whereas in 1936 the novenent was a transparent device for coral-
ling Communist and 8ocialist votes for Roosevelt, now this same device
- presumably for thege sonme ex-communiste and ex-socialists - is a
"genuine advance toward fuller olass consciousness."

This novejview (novel at leagt for our tendency) is buttressed
by the assertion that labor's Non-Partisan League mnerks a "radical
zcparture” from the "old Gompers neutrality policy" since it is "one
rori of labor politicel action, intermediate between the neutrality
solicy and a clear-cut reformist labor party". Perhaps the word "old"
Y8 the best chosen in this quotation. Oomrade Burnham scens unaware
chat the A.F. of L. gbandoned neutrality for the "reward your friends
and defeat your enemiegh non-partisan (i.e. eapitalist partisan) form
of labor political action in 1906. If the departure was indeed radi-
cal, it wos made 32 years ago_and hardly justifies o tacticel about
face between 1936 and 1938. Perhaps it may be argued that the L.N.
P,L. is more ambitious, more agreseive, more thoroughly organized,
2erhaps, though that requiree proof and even then would not constitute
either a radical departure or a difference in kind, The actual fact is
that the California version of the A.F. of L. apparatus excellg tpe
€.7.0. in all these departments, has a knack -for picking the winning
horses and obtaining minor concessions and favors. It has been doing
80 for thrity years while radicals remained unimprecsed by its radical
departure. Just incidentrlly, Comrade Burrhan neglects to tell us
WEICH variety of reformist experience, among unfortunately contra-
dictory brands, we should choose when the California comrades enmbark
with the workers to gee it through.
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To ny knowledge the only diffcrence between the L.N.P.L. of
1936 and that of 1938 it that itw identity with the traditional A.F.
of L. political policy has become clearer with time, experience and
the conclusion of the task of coralling "coumunists" and "socialistg"
80 that the bait of "independent working clues political action'" is
now superfluous and hes been largely abandoned. The statements of the
leaders of the organization no longer leave any room for illusione on
that score. It constitutes a crystallization of class forces only in
that it constitutes & recemernting under new labels of the alliance
between the capitalist class and its labor lieuwtenants.

, Certeinly if Comrnde Burnham'e estimate is true we owe our—

/ selves & confession of grave and etubborn error and other working =
class parties humble and extended apologies. All of us rejected the
progressive estimateé and bitterly conderned those who made it. We
criticized the Old Guard, the Lovestoneites, the C.P., the Altman and
"Clarity" BSocialists not only because of other politicel differences
but precisely beccuse of the estimate of the Labor Party as "progres-
cive for the backward workers" and the tactical conclusion of enttry
as a rallying center for these "leftward moving elements". We used
strong and bitter language in condemning this treacherous catering to
suicidal illusions. Entry in New York was the occasion for more than
one bresk betwecen tendenciee formerly able to live under the sane
political roof. If for the rank and file workers the 4.L.P. was %n-
equivocally"progressive that fact and the conolusions from it were as
true at the inception of the movement as they are now. On this point
the others were right, and the 0ld Guard rightest of all because it
nmade the estimate and acted on it firct; we were sadly mistaken. Or
were wet The farcical nature of this cstimate should be obvious if
we coue down out of the clouds and look ot the actual A.L.P. and the
L.N.P.L. under discusscion. Who arc the left wing elements, some of
them so0 "left" that the "private owners" get quite upset over their
"disruption"? Leeve out the C.P. and you have them listed in the
fourth line of thisg paragraph. It is their hands we would be holding
while we went through the expericnce of refomism. COomrade Burnhan
proposcs that we Hirc out as teachers of the unteachable!

THE PROPOSAL

‘And what is it that we arc to teach them? "To realize to the
voximun ite (the Lebor Party's) progressive potentialities and nini-
mize oo far as possible those that arc reactionary." Having begun
with a non-Marxist approach, advanced a falge estimate, now we arrive
at a series of wrong answerc. Our task is to meke a half revolution-
ary Labor Party three quarters so. Shadcc of 1936! As if to dispel
cll doubts ac to the "radical difference" between the 1936 lack of
worry over exact shadec of reformism and the 1938 precccupation with
Just this problen, Comrade Burntem unfoldc o whole lict of items which
should interest us. We are to demad independent candidates "es a
conditions for adhercnce", o "breced, derocratic organizational sct up,®
we fight against recactionary planks ond push for "gpecific progreo-
sive planke on cuch questions as war, labor legislation and other
social meacures", we want criticiem and check on elected officiqls
and candidetes, we want extension of activities to thc non-par11g~
uentary ficld, we want the tradc unionc to run the show. This list
is painfully familinr tc mc. I uced to ¢nll it the corditicne or
basis of definition of a "genuinc! labor party and the piz headed
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Trotskyites would tell we I was utopian and that, even if I got what

1 wanted, the result would mean years of confusion and encrgy expended
in eliminating the obstacles to the revolutionary party which I had
helped to create. Now I have learned the gound, solid reasons for
that "pig-headednese" and I sce no recson for reverting to the errors

I have outgrown. Oomrade Burnham correoted Tyler on just these points;
how ocan he possibly make the same errors? L '

His 1936 article is sufficient general answer but I want to
take up the question of our advocacy of "independent working class
political action® for thé Labor party beceusc Comrade Widick alsgo ad-
vances this plank. Courade Burnhan in the current article says, cor-
rectly, that "the revolutionists are not the originators or initiators
of any labor or eny other kind of reformist party." 1 am sure that
he would be willing to includé "or the builders" of such a party. TYet
just three paragraphc later he declares that "Where the lLabor Party
or Labors Non-Partisan League ic uwp for consideration in the trade
unions the job of the revolutionigte will be to press for a provision
ggainst all” support of old party cendidates &s a condition of adheéerence."

here then is -the opposgition to the union's launching into reformist
politico? (And exactly this qguestion has arisen in 8an Francisco).
practically this means dropping-head-on opposition and FROM THE OUTSET
aseuning e position of conditional and oritical support. For that
union you are an originator, and initiater, a builder of the labor
party. :But this revexsal of our Oonvention position is not all. A
Labor Perty orgenizationally (though by no meens politically) inde-
pendent of the capitalist parties is considertibly more difficult to
expose. Buccess in your amendment would mean a gredat gervice to re-
forniet illusions and a greater disservice to the revolutionary party,
Actually you would have originated a Labor Party where only an "inter
medinte" - and comparatively troneparcnt - form existed before. Our
alternative to all reformist political forms is REVOLUTITYVARY indepen-
dent working class political astion through the Socialist Workers Pary.,
To offer anything less is to offer and take the responsibility for
less than enough; to inevitably and deg ite the best intentions mix
and confuse both the banners and thc workers.

CALIFORNIA '
~ This criticiem spplies with at loast equal force to Courade
Burnhai's recoumendation $het "under e uwe circumstances, such as for
instance occurred recently in-California, it would -be correct to sup-
port sentiment for = 'trade union ocandidate! in & local election as
against union support for an old party candidate". What are the
Oalifornia circumstances? - In Torrance, a small-town ncar Los Angeles
dominnted by one ste#l mill, the steel workers were organized as a by
product of eastern G.I.0. success in steel. For the first time they
got "feel" of their numbers es they looked at each other in union
meetings. It ocourred to them that they and their families were the
ma&ority in the commnity - why shouldn't they run it? Our one ocou-
rade, 0. Osborn, didn't know the answer and was inolined towerd a
rather uncritical sort of support. the.los Angeles conrades were nmore
critical but still for support. The unicn decided to try and, lo and
behold, there wags more thenlaspirent for the various soft town jobs.
Eoch aspirant rallied & personnl faction for his candidacy. The union
selected a slate, The rcjected candidates decided it was a free
country and filed anyway. - The union was torn by bitter wrangling be-
tween purely personal cliqhec. The election has not yet been held
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but already Oomrade Osborne is strongly doubtfull of the position whioch
Conrade Burnhem ig confident ic corrcct. It takes no great Marxist

to predict the outoome, the "labor" candidates will knock each other
off and the capitalists will still run Torrance. Even if they were
elected, their new born oclacec consciousness would fade before the
practical problems of collecting gravy and getting sct for the next
time and thc capitalists would still run Torrance. In the meanwhile
the unequivocally progressive rank and file would hawe their illus-
ions shattcred, the revoluticniete have seen 80 farther than they,

gso they revert to apathy or aversicn to politice in genereal.

Truly the phonomena of American Labor politics is as old as
1828 and the story of Torrance is just as 0ld., It has been repeated
literally thousands of times with unvarying tragedy and monotony. It
is the unvariable first remction of newly organized workers. It was
this primitive sort of futile lebor politiocs which led Gompers and
thousands of other labor men before and since to disgusted neutrality.
Yet Comradc Burnham sees thic os & lcsser evil to the L.N.P.L. sup-
port of capitalist candidates and proposes that we support it. Yet
Oouralie Osborne and apparently the entire, or at least the maejority,
group bf Los Angeles comrades hold the same position. The most
elenentary sort of knowledge of the history of the AmerScan Labor
rovement, let alone a genuine Morxiet understanding, would have pro-
vided a basis for socurcte predictions of the result and flat opposi-
¢ion on the basis of that prediction. It seems that we must live
through even the most primitive and oftenest repeated working class
errors because even we do not have suffioient experience to know that
they are errors. And this is the party which Oomrade Burnham pro-
poses to-launch on complex and infinitely more dangercus maneuvers.

OUR AGENDA

8o far I have attempted to demonstrate that Comrade Burnham's
article and recommendations neglect the declsive question of the
relation of forces on which the sangtion of even a correct maneuver
hinges; that Comrade Burnham's approach, estimate and proposale are
in any case not correct; now let ue return to a fundamental proposi-
tion laid down by Comrade Trotsky, "onoe and for all it must De
ﬁﬁaaped that a maneuver can never decidgtaq¥§bin8 in great matters".

&t BTE the matters confronting our party in the American section
of the world scene? The deepening of the "recessiop" that is in
foot & gigantic and catastrophic paroxysm of capitalism at 1ts_heart
in the contemporary world. The breathtaeking plunge of the nations
rulers toward new imperialist war - a motter alyesdy preempting
first place on the capitalist agende and on oyr own. 8o rapid is
this development that there is serious ground for reevaluating even
the short term peace perspective advanced in our January resolutions.
It now appears oertain that even if the 1940 elections do not actual-
1y find us in the midst of war, the process will be so far advanced
that "national defense", i.e, imperialist war, will overshadow all
other political issues. We will be donfronted - in truth, are we not
ALREADY confropted - with a unanimous rallyipg of the n"laboxr" and
reformist groups in the war camp of Roosevelt. Our bamner alone will
be raiged for revolutionary internationaliem. ft is necessary to re-
iterate TODAY this process is already so far advanced that entry into
any of the existing "labor" groupings is entry into organizations
ALREADY committed to the essentials of capitalist war preparations.
The rush toward imperialist war inevitably and inexorably telescopes
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the interval remaining for preparation for the . » first task of
our party. An objective revolutionary situation is maturing in the
woub of time. Unless we are prepered it will pass and can be reap-

pProached only through untolg trogedy for the American and worldtlg
workers,

These are the matters confronting our party. Are they great or
small? Are they capable of solution by maneuvers? Will the party
reach its vanguard poet in the international working class battle line
by detours or by the clear revolutionary road? ®Dhe time is terribly
short. Our party is woefully light in the scales of historicel res-
ponsibility. Our choice on this question will go far toward deter-
mining whether we will even begin to measure up. It ie not a choice
to be made ligchtly or without the fullest participation of the entire
party. The question wag not before the party in the pre~convention
period. It has not been submitted since. As & member of the national
comuittee I propose that it authorize and instruct the political com-
mittee to conduct a thorough party discugsion on the basis of all
positions now before them or submitted within a definite interval
subsequent to the plenun. Under the circumstances decision now by the
national cormittee coulgd only be characterized as unauthorized and
demoralizing maneuverisn behind the back of the party. 1 am confident
that no such proposal will be advanced or sanctioned by our committee.
Let us, all of us, face this igsue squarely and in all ite mspects.

The future health of our party, itc responsitility to its oldss de-
mande no less.

ALTERNATIVES

Perhaps from & narrowly prazmatic view of immediate results I
should have olosed with the last line. However no permanent gain is
made through rejection of incorrect proposals. We must attempt to
arrive at correct alternatives. I am convinced that the present de-
velopment is a consequence of & serious weakness in our party work.
Bince the beginning of the Opposition, the tendency in this country
has not succeeded in, or bluntly speaking, seriously undertaken the
tagk of presenting a national face in the parliasmentary field. 1Ig
this necessary? lenin th oucht that it was. It is too often forgotten
that this was the MAINthesis of his ndvice to the Britisk Communistc
{his sug: estions to them on tactical relations with the labor Party
Wwere distinctly subordinate and vactly diffcrent both in content and .
circumstances to those of Comrade Burnham - but thet is another article).
Over and over again he stresses the fact that the Boloheviks consid-
ered the parliamentary front so absolutely essential that even during
and after the seizure of power they wer® actively enpaged in an all-
Russian campaign in that field. He lays down ac ¢ fixed rule for all
revoluticnary parties consistent and serious utilization of all avail-
able parliawentary machinery. Now it is true that on paper we have
never shared the position held at that time by the British communists.
We solermly declare that election periods provide a major forum for oBr
Position and the legislative bodies & tribune for our elccted candidates.

~ Yet in actuality what practical ap;ylicetion of these declara-
tione has been made? A few scattered, local campaigne mostly of the
write in variety and tok n none too geriously either by our own coti-
rades or by the few workers who heard cf them. For practical purposes
despite our own statements tc the contrary, we have conducted ourselves
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as did the anti-parliamentary British communistes or as do the Woblies -
in this country. Perhaps our forces in the pest made this the only pos-
sible course. Perhaps, but that carnot te allowed to continue to hé
true if we are to pretend to the role of the revoiutionary PARTY of the
proletariat. As between procticing syndicalism and patticipeting in
Labor parties, the latter is the lesser evil - and za evil tc which we
will sucumb either now or later unless we suriously and immeciately o
undertake the real alternative, the arduous task of building our own
parliamentary front in the United States.

Thisg involves many difficulties. Many, very many, of our own
comrades are as.contempiuous of this "extraneous" task as were the
British communists. A ¢onsicerable sducation and cbligation on leader-
ship is involved. The American parliamentary system is geared against:
success for working class parties. ETvery means 15 employed to meche.
anically guarantee the "eternity of the two (capitalist) party -yastem."
So true is this, that I, who made a fairly ewhaustive study of this
problem some years ago, am convinced that NO WORKING OLASS PARTY can
now or in the future .gain a national place on the ballot {1.e. in the
key states and in the majority of the states) under capitalism. This
applies to Labor Pprties as well ‘as our owd.. Does thisg, then, ab-
solve us from our responsibility? Unfortunately cr fortunately it does
not. We must face the question-of utilization of those party names
now on the ballot nationally. With the recent internal sabotage of
the Oommuniet Party it has eliminated itseif as o national factor on
the ballot. There remein the two cnpitclist parties ard the Socialist
Porty. The Socialist Party leaderg are preparing to follow the Com-
munist Party lecad unless they can use their place on the ballot as &
saleable commodity to ‘the "labor party movement", So far they re-
mein on the bailol in most of the key ctates, but left to them this
will not be true for iong. Is this aone of our business? Undoubtedly
many of our comredes will think so. I do rot, and I propose that we
prepare scrious and adeguate plans for contesting the Socirlist pri-
maries and attempting to prsempt their place on the ballot. I am
aware that this propecsal ie 59 "rvadical’ a departure that it deserves
much fuller argument. However thc dete.of the plenum and my own health
demand that I poetpone this task. I stete my reasons arbitrarily.

This will have the negative adventage of PREFENTING independent re-
$ormist political acticn for both the S.P. and the Labor Prrty, should
it turn in that direction, in many key states (providing, of course,
that it is succeesful). This, not the creantion or encouragement of
obstacles to the revolutionary party, is one of our tasks. Positively
and immediately it would provide a far more effective basis for serious
campaigning than other alternatives available in the immediate period.
If succesaful it would provide us with the parliementary face essential
to the accomplishment of all our tasks (this abridged handling leaves
me open to the charge of reversion to bollot-box socialism. I will
have to let Lenin'sg Left Wing Comrunism answer). It would finally ,
open at least the possibility of a legnl face .in the coming period of
war and reaction when much of our work will be forced underground.

Perhaps there ie another alternative better than my proposal.
My only insistence is that the Labor Party question is bound up with
that of the form of our own party's parliamentary work and cannot be
settled in any sense permanently without a frank and serious confronting
of the latter problem. We must not continue to bec practicing syndica-
lists, we should not take the "easier" Lobor party blind alley, we nust
find the road.
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,  MINORITY STATIMENT
Substitute for section on Iawvcr Farly in Thesis of F.C. Majority

Il Draper

1, The present social crisis of Auerican capitalism and tho
revolutionary perspectives wuich it opens before cur party rakes ricro
imperative than over the presentaticn cf the revclutiinery way out %o
the working class and the building of the revcluticnary part; in ore
der %o bring to its fruition "the rapid and stormy gciitical develcp-
ment of the American massos," Less than ever can any otuor than tho
Socinlist Workers Party present an ancwer even to the most immedinte-
ly pressing noeds of tho workers. As the orisis sharpens end tho lcon-
ing class battles unroll, the liné=up increasingly becomos: the roevo-
lutionary party against tho field,

.. . 24 At tho samo time, the procipitous dooline of Amcrican
econony . tears away tho very basis of roform lobor pelitics, brings
out in the opon its charactor as an adjunct of capitalism and demon-
strotos its impotonce, Our position on the, labor party question has
been that in the poriod of capitalist docline, a labor party can fule
£11 no progressive role, can solve none of tho problems beforo the '
workors and morely sorves as a moans to chamnolizo the workors' as-
piration for labor political action back into the fold of capitalist
polities and to mobilize tho workers bohind tho coming imporialist -
ware This applios with espccinl forcse at tho prosent juncturo when
tho capitalist docline tokes ever morc conorote forms. hilo tho mcvo-
ment towards indopondont ‘political agtion on tho part of largo sce=-
tions of tho workers (which to them.modns a labor party) is a pro-
grossivo dovolommont for thesc worlkors, the crystallization of this
gontimont in tho form of a labor party can only be considercd as o ro=-
actiorary dovelopmont which will act as a broak upcn furthor advance-
nonte Thoro is no long~torm porspective of dovelopment beforo tho la-
bor party movementj it must %oo soon==irmediatoly=-moct the harsh al-
ternatives whioh are placod boforo:it: For or against capitelism, At
most it ocan only bo a transiont phonomonon, onding in disoriontation
and disillusionnent for tho masses,

e It is not at all inevitablo that tho prosent politieal
ferment will toko tho shape of anything which may boe onlled an "inde=-
pendent labor party" oven for purposes of lobelling, It is ovon moro
probablo that the outcomo will bo more in tho naturo of a bourgcois de-
noeratic front, a third-party novament of some typoe=porhaps thrcugh a
split 'in the Democratic Foarbty rdnks and a ccalition with the LNPL,
porhans through o grovwth of the IaFollotto movamont, and it is indoed
such a dovelcpmont which is tho porspoctive of tho LIPL loadors thom=
solvess Even if thd INFL lcadors form an indopondent party, tho ton-

. douey will bo bewards it Laving all tho rolovant charactormistics of -
o thi2d party, rothor than an indopendent party of the working cla ss.
The porspective of tho lobor party mevement is some varioty cf roform
labor politics to tio the workors to tho capitalist lito in ono or-
ganizational form or anothor. Necr can we exclude tho pessibility that
the LNPL will continue its presont coursoc as o tail to tho bourgeois
parties, for tho coming poriod (and boyond the coming poriod lio do=-
volopmonts in whriel: tho labor party can play still less of a.role).
In this rogard it would be inaxcusablo to cmit from tho ccunsiderction
of our porspectivos tho fadior of the ooning imporialist war, and ovon
bofore its outbreak, of tho offoct of an approaching war orisis on
the growth of chauvinism and the impulse toward national unity,
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44 Tho crystallization of tho presont peliticalization cf
tho workers into tho forn of a labor party would bo assentinlly o ro-
actionary stops Evon if on o loeal scale or ovon cn o national scalo
thoworkers insist on going threugh this cxporionco on tho rcad of
their political cducation, it is not our businoss to advoecato its
formation, Tho ontiro onorgios of tho party must be devotod to putting
forward the rovolutionary way out, not intorposing half-way houses
ond telling tho workeérs to stop over (temperarily) in ordor to oon-
vinoo thamsclves that the roof is loaky, tho foundations crumbling
and that the roof will shortly fall in upon them,

Se This ducs not mean that wo turn our backs upon the pro-
labor-party workors in ordor to punish then for their short-sighbode
noss, that wo isoclate cursolves entircly from tho pro-labor-party
workorse It is true, in a cortain sonse, that o party of axtremo ro-
volutionary oppesition nocossarily "isolatos" itsolf frem tho mass
of politically Backword workers by tho vory rovolutionary charnctor
of its position, This is procisely why roformists and contrists aro
wont o oall rovolutionary Morxists in gonoral, and tho Trotskyists
in particular, soctarian, bocauso of tho "Panationl" intransigoance
With which thoy insist on clinging %o thoir rovolutionary principlds
and speaking the truth to tho workers ovon whon tho current is a=-
gainst thom., Thus tho outbrcak of tho naxt war may find us ovon more
"isolated" from the patriotic masses, docoived by soeinl-chauvinist
propaganda, But a Morxist workers party connot "go along" with tho
rnssos ot tho cost of tabling its political ideas, Thoro is no such
short out to rnss rovolutionary influenco, and in the long run, what-
over lllusory mass support 1t miy goin immodintely, it moans tho 4=
lienntion of the bost militants, the most class-oconscious workers,

6¢ It is false to boliove that the party con advocato o la-
bor party ono day in order to got what it can ocut of it, and thon,
whon the tido turns, roversc its stand without harming its positicn
and authority boforo tho masses. There is a differonco botwoon flaxe-
ibility in tactios basod upon an wwavoring political lino, and the
belief that ono can swing tho working class about behind tho scaningly
arbitrary turns of a contrpl committoo, Ono cannot advocate a labor
party now (i.e., toll the workers that a labor party will do tha
good in onc way or anothor--this is what advocacy moans whothor our
thescs say so or not) and than, whon tho workors find in practico
that this is not truo, twrn and say that wo nevor bolioved it anyhcw,

7+ Among thoso who favor advoeating a labor party, ono soce
tlon refutos tho othor, Somo say: o labor party is inovitablo (tho
ma.jority -thesis), thoroforo wo advocato it too in ordor to go along
with tho movanant to Hovelop it and raiso it to a revolutionary poli-
tloal lovols Another soction says: tho labor burcaucrats will (prob=
ably) block tho formation of an indopondont labor party bocauso they
want to play around with tho capitalist politicians; theroforo wo ad-
vooate a labor party in ordor to set tho workors in opposition to
thelr officinl londership, by raising a domand which while it cannct
actunlly bo achicved, scoms practicablo to tho masses. This argunont
could just os woll have beon rado fivo years ago (and it was, but not
by us--soo Gus Tylor's articlos on tho labor party question). Ono
night just as wall put forward the slcgan raised by the Fronch cen-
trists (Pivort): For a Pooplots Front...of Action, without tho Radical
Socialists, And it is truc that this slogon put tho contrists paréinl-
ly in opposition to tho officinl labor fakorss but their propaganda
morely sorved to strongthom tho hold of tho Poople's Front iden and
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confused tho ossontinl issuos, But Pivort's slogan at loast had the
"advantago" that it was organically impossiblo for it to bo real-
1zod, boing a contradiction in torms; while it is not at 2ll axclu-
dod that tho Lowises and Hillmans (espeeinlly if sufficiontly prossed
from below and in crdor to mnintain their hold upon workors disillu-
sioned by capitalist party politics and prossing ahond to indopond-
ont political action) may thomsolves run around .&n front of tho Wor-
kors and placo thausolves at the head of an indopondont "labor" par-
ty« It would ‘not bo tho Lavisos and Hillmans who would bo left holde

8+ What conoratoly should the 1lino of the porty bo in moot-
ing tho labor party issuc as it is raisod today?

(1) Tho porty must, in its pross, in its gonaal agitation and propa-
ganda, concontrato upon proving coneretoly how tho labcr portios and
INPL act contrary to tho intorests of tho working class, fight the
illusion that the laboy party will benefit tho masses in any woye By
posing our transitional progrem and imnodinte domands boforo tho la-
bor parties and labor-party movemonts, it must domonstrato how thoso
labor politiolians rofuse to meot tho most crying immodinto interosts
of the working class, The lossons it must drow aro tho noed for the
mss aotion of the workers to roalize the transitional program, and
flowing from this, the need for rovolutionary organization. It is
1007% correct to utilizo our immodinto program for this transiticnal
poriod in ordor to push tho pro=labor-party workors into oollision
with thoir loadors, and for this wo utilizo not only the genorgl agie
tation of our party but also ovory vantage point within the labor
party movamont; but for this it is not nooossary to commit tho party
to advocating a labor party,

(2) Within tho trado unions, whoro wo face groat or ovon ovorwholming
labor porty sontinent (romembor: we my soon have to faco ovorwholme
ing pro-wor sontirmont from tho same olomonts), wo do not coase to toll
Yhe truth: i,0,, wo stato our opinion of tho lnbor party and warn Tho
workors of tho futility and disillusionment which it will bring. But
thoy do not agroe with us? they beliovo a labor party will holp them
got what they want? Vory woll, then lot us go togothor through tho
axporience of trying to use it as an instrumont of working=clnss strug-
glos Lot us insist that it put forward indopondont labor candidatos

in opposition to tho two o0ld parties (and to such candidatos tho SHP
moy givo oritionl support), thoro is tho transitionnl progran, otce
The Lavisos want to ondorse tho Domooratio candidatos in Ponnsylvonia?
Lot us run Konnody indopendently, sinco you do )0‘% boliove us, and sce
what hoppons,

It is horo that tho motter of floxiblo tactick Jn ocncroto situations
booomes rolovant--as long as our bosic position on tho labor rarty ro=-
mains In tho clear, It i3 impossiblo to shapo o thosis~formuln to
moet all situntions, Thet is the business of a leddorship which has
not beon overtaken by the very crisis it analyzos,

-=~To all this, sorcono will say: This approach is ineffoctive; it
wont got us amywhoro; that's what we'vo boon doing and lock whorc weo
aree, Without taking up tho wuostion of hew offoctivo it can bo, wo
rogrot that wo can give no nagic formulas to thoso sockars of tho
philosopher's stono, It is o hird fact, thoro is no substitute for
bullding a rovolutionary partye
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(NOTE: This rosolution was necossarily elaborated hurriedly and with-
out any discussion with othor ceomrades who hold similoar viaws, duc to
ry absonco froum New York and inobility to keep in tcuch with dovol-
opments in tho P.C. It is & rough draft on tho basis of which mattors
of omission and formulation can bo furthor elaborttode==H.D.)
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DISCUSSION WITH CRUY ON "THE DEATH AGONY OF CAPITALISM"

(Stenographer's note: This is an extremely rough draft of

8 conversation with Crux, Due to the press of his other

interests, he was unable to corréect his statements as he
usually does before mailing them.)

Crux: It is very important to make precise some points of
view concerning the program in general, How can a progfam

be built consistently? .Some comrades say that this program
draft in somé parts is not sufficlently adequate to the state
of mentality, the mood of the American workers, Here we must
ask ourselves if the program should be adpated to the mental-
1ty of the workere or to the present objective economic and
social conditions of the country. This is the most impertant
Questions We know that the mentality of every class of soclety
is detérmined by objective conditions, by the productive
forces, by the economic state of the country, but this doterm-
ination is not immediately reflectede The mentellity is in
general backward, delayed, in relation $5 the sconomic devel-
opment. This delay can be short or longs Tn nhormal times

when the development 1s slow, In @ long 1ihe, this delay can-
not Eraauce'caEasEroﬁﬁiE“FEEEIf§?““T3“§”EEEEt”Ext6nt'this'
delay signifies that the workers are not equal to the tasks
put before them by objsctive conditions; but In times of crisie
this delay may be catastrophic. In Europe, For example, 1%
took the form of Fascism, Fascism 15 the punishment for the
workers when they fail to take power. Now the United States
enters into an analogous slituation with analogous dangers of
catastrophe. The objestive situation of the country is in
every respect and even mare. than in Europe ripe for Socialist
Revolution and Socialism, more ripe than any other country in
the worlde The political backwardness of the American working
class 1s very great, This slgnifies that tho danger of a fas-
clst catagtrophe 1is Ver¥ greates This is the point of departure
for all our activity. The program must express the objective
tasks of thé working class pather than the backwardness of
the workerse. It must refilect society as 1t 1s and not the
backwardness of the working class. It 1s an instrument to
overcome and vanquish the backwardness. That is why we must
express 1n our program the whole ‘acuteness of the social

crisis of the capltalist socloty, including in the first line
the United States, We cannot postponé, mollify objective
conditions which don!t depend upon use We cannot guarnateo
that the masses will solve the crisis, but we must express tho
situation as it 1s, and that is the task of tho program.

Another question is how to present this program to the
workerse It is moroe a podagogical task and question of térm-
inology in presenting tho actual situation to the workors.:
Politics must be adapted to t he productive forcos, that is, tho
high devolopment of the productive forces, the peralyzing of
these productive forces by capitalist forms of property, the
inereasing unemployment which is becoming deeper and decper =--



the greatest social plaguce The productive forces cannot dev-
elop any longere. Scilentific technology develops, but the
material forces are declininge. It signifies that society
becomes poorer and poorer, the number of unemploied greater
and greatere The misery of the masscs deapens, the difficul- .
ties become greater and greater for f¢he bourgeoisie and the
workers; the bourgeoisie has no other solution except fascism,
and the deepening of the crisis will force the bourgeoisie to
aholish the remnants of democracy and replace them with fascisn.
The American proletariat will be punished for their lack of
cohesion, will power, courage, by a fascist school for twenty
or thirty years, With an iron wﬁip the bourgeoisie will teach
the American workers their tasks. Amcrica is only a tremen-
dous repetition of Europcan experience. We mustc vnderctand
this,

This 1is serious, comrades. It is tho porspective for
the Amorican workers. Aftor the victory of Hitlier when Trotsky
wrote a Damphlet "Whither France?" the Froench social-demcerats
laughods "France is not Germanye" But befaro ths victory
of Hitler he wrote pamphldts warnlng the Gorman workers and
the social-democrats laughod, "Germany is difforent from
Italy."! Thoy paid no attention. Now France comes ncarer
oach day to a faséist regimo. Tho same is.absolutcly truo for
the United Statose Amorioa is fat. This fat from the past
permits Roosovelt his ecxperiments, but this is only for a
time. 'Tho veneral situantion is totally analogous; the dangor
is tho samec. It 1s a fact that the American working class
has a potty bowgools spirit, Iacks rovolutlonary solidarity,
is uscd o & high STEndard of 1116, ang the montallity of tho
AmorIcon working ¢lass corrosponds not to tho roalitics of
- today but to memorics of yosterday. ‘ o

Now tho situction is radically changod. Whot can a
revolutionary party do in this situation? In the first lino
give a clear honost picturc of the objcective situation, of
fho historic tasks which flow from this situyation irrcspec-
tive os to whother or not tho workors are today ripe for this.
Our tesks don't dopond on the montality of tho workers,. Thoe
task i to dovelop tho montality of 4tho worker. That is what
the rrogrhm should formulato and prcsont boforc the gdvanced
workors. "Somo will s&y: good, tho program is o sciontific
program; it COPrOuUOHdu to the objoetive situation but if the
workers won't accopt this program, it will be storilo.
Possibly. But this signifies only that the workors will bo
crushed sinee the crisis can't be solved any othoer way but by
the Soclelist Rovolution. If tho Amcrican workor will not
accept the program in time ho will be foreced to accopt tho
program of fascism. And when we appear with our program
before the working class we cannot givo any guarantces that
they will accept our programe. Wo cannot take resnonsibility
for this. « + wec can only takec the rosponsibility for our-
sclvos. We must toll tho workors the truth, thon wo will win
the best olenents. Whother theso best olemonts will be cap-
able 'of guiding the working class, leading it to power, I
don't knowe I hopo thot they will be able, but I cannot givo
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the guarantee. But even in the worst case, 1f the working
class doesn't sufficiently mobilize its minH and its strength
at present for the’ SocHlist Revolution, -- even in the worst
case, if this working class falls as a victim to fascism, the
best elements will say, "We were warned by this. party; it was
a good party." And'a great tradition will remain in the work-
ing class, . - - IR R

This is'the worst variant, That' is why 81l the grgu--
ments that we cannot present such & program because the program
doesn't correspond to the mentaliby :of the workers are false,
They express only-fear bsfore the situstioci. Naturally if I.
close my eyes I can write a good rogy program that evorybody
will accepts But it will not correspond to the situationy and
the program must correspond to the objective situation. I
believe that this elementary argumsht is.of the utmost impor=-
tance. The mentality of the clasa of the proletariat is back-
ward but the MSMCATIItY 18 not' such a substance as the factories,
the mines, the rallroads, but is more mobile end under the
blows of the objective opisis, the millichs of unemployed, it
can change rapidly. ‘At prosont the Americah proletariat also’
enjoy some advantages boecause of .théir political backwardness.
It seems a bit paradoxical but nevertheless it is absolutely -
corrects The European workers havc had a long past of social~-
democratic and Comintern tradition and these traditions are
a conservative fordes: ' 'Even after different party betrayals the
workor remains loyal becdusc he has a feding of gratitude to
that party which awakoned him for the first time and gave him
a political cducatidn.’ This -is ‘a handicap for a .new orienta-
tione Tho Amorlcan workors have tho adventage thet in their
groat majority they wore not politicdlly organtzed, énd are
only!bOginning-nowﬂto;be}organizod'1nt09trade1unions. This
glves to-the revolutionary :party -the possivility of mobilizing
thom under ‘tho blows of -the crisiss What will the spoed be?
Nobody can forsooc, We'edn only sce the -dircction. Nobody
denlos that-the dirocticn is a corrooct onds ‘ThHon wo have the
question, how to present thc program to the workers? It is
naturally very important. Wo must combino politics with
mass psychology and podagogy, build the. bridgo to theoir mindse.
Only expoerionco can show us how to advance in this or that
part of tho country. For ‘some time wo must try to concen-
tratc the attontion of tho ‘workors on 'one slogan: sliding
scale of wages 'and hourd, *- - ' -

Tho ‘ompiricism of “tho American workers has. givon polit-
ical partics groat ‘shecess with one. op two slogans, sinzlo -
tax, bi-métallism; théy snroad liko wild -fire in the massos.
Whon thoy séo the panacea fail thon' thoy wait for a row onc.
Now:'wo ‘can presont’' one which 1is honest, part of our cntiro
program, not demagozic, but which corresponds totally to the .
situetion. Officiaily “wo now have 13, maybe 14 million of°
unemploycd; in reality about 18 to 20 million, and the youth
are totally abandoned to misery. Mr, Rooscvelt insists on
public workss But WG?insist~that'this)‘togethcr with mines, _ .
rallroads, etec., absorb all the people. And that every person
should havo the possibility to livé in a decont manner not
lower than now, and we ask that Mr. Roosevelt with his brain = .
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trust pronose such & program of public works that everyone
capable of working can work at decent wagesi This is possible
with a sliding scale of wages and hours. Everywhere we must
discuss how to present this idea, in all localities. Then we
must begin a concentrated campaign of agitation so that every-
body knows that this is the program of the Socialist Workers
Party. I believe that we can concentrate the attention of
the workers on this point. Naturally this 1is only one point.
In the beginning this slogan is totally adequate for the situ-
ation. But the other can be added as the development proceeds.
The bureaucrats will oppose it. Then if this slogan becomes
popular with the masses, Fascist tendencies will develop in
opposition. We will say that we need to develop defense
squads. I think in the beginning this slogan ( Sliding Scale
of Wages and Hourw) will be adopted. What is this slogan? In
reallty it is the system of work in soclalist society. The
total number of workers divided into the total number of hours.
But if we present the whole scoialist system it will appear
to the average American as Utopian, as something from Europe.
We present 1t as a solution to this erisis which must assure
their right to eat, drink, and live in decent apartments.
gt is the program of socialism but in very popular and simple
orm. :

Question: How will the campaign be conducted?

Crux: The campaign will go somewhat in this fashion: You
Yegin agitation, say in Minneapolis. You win one or two unions
to the program. You send .delegates to other towns to the
respective unlons. When you have come out with this idea from
the party to the unions you have won half of the fights You
send it to New York, to Chicago, etce., to the corresponding
unions.  Whon you have some success you convoke a special
congress. Then you agitate that they force the bureaucrats

of the trade wnion to take & position for or against. A
wonderful opportunity for propaganda opens up.

Quostion: Can wo actually realize the slogan?

Crux: It is easier to overthrow capitalism than to realizo
This demand under capitalism. Not one of our doemands will be
irealized under capitalism., That is why wo are calling thom
transitional demandse. It creates & bridge to the mentality

of the workers and then a material bridge to tho Socialist
Rovolution. Tho whole Qiestion is how to mobllizo the masscs
for struggle. Tho question of the division betwcen the em-
ployed and tho uncmployed comes up. We must find ways to ovor-
come this division. The idea of a fixed class of unemploycd,
a class of parahs -- such an idea is absolutely the psychol-
ogical preparation for fascisme TUnless this division 1s over-
come in the trade unions, the working class is doomed.

Question: Many of our comfades,fail to understand that the
slogans cannot be roalized.

Crux: It is a vory important question. This program is not

* .
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a8 new invention of one man., It is derived from the long ex~
perlence of the Bolsheviks. I want to .emphasize that it is
not one man's invention, that it comes from long collective
experience of the revolutionaries. It is the application of
old principles to this sitweions It should not be considered
as fixed like iron but flexible to the situation. -The
revolutionaries always consider that the reforms and ecculsitions
‘are only a by-product of the revolutionary struggle. If we

say that we will only demand what they can give, the ruling
class will give only one tenth or none of what we demand.

When we demand more and ,can -imposs ocur demands, the casitalists
are compelled to give the maximum. The mare extended and mil-
i1tant the spirit of. theo workers, the more is demanded and won.
They are not sterile slogans; thsy ere mcans of vressure .on

the -bourgeoisie, and wili. give the greatest possible material
results immedlatoly. In the rast during an ascending neriod

of American gapital the American workers won on no more than
the basls of empirical struggle, strikes, étc. . They were -
very militant. Glven tho fa¢t that capitdl was ascending,
capitalism was interosted in satisfying the American workers.
Now the situation is .totally different: .'Now fhe capitalists
have no progpect of prosperity. ‘Thoy are not afraid of strikos
due to the large number of unemploveds That is why tho pro-
gram must ombrace and unite both parts of the working class.
Thoe sliding scale of wages and hours does just that.

May 19, 1938

FREAM N
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(Internal usc of %the 4%h Internotional onl:)

DISCUSSION WITH CRUX UPON THE IABOR PARTY -- Moy 31, 1938

Question: In the ranks of our party the question which seems

rost disputed in relation to accepting the program of Transitional
Demands is that dealing with the Iabor party in the United States.
Some comrades maintain that it is incorrect to advocate the forma-
tion of a labor party, holding that there is no évidence to in-
dicate any widespread sentiment for such a party, that if there
were such a party in process of formation, or even widespread
sentiment then we would meet i1t with a program that would give

to this movement a revolutionary content -- but in view of the
lack of 3uch objeoctive factors this vart of the thesis is oppor-
tunistice Could you clarify this point further? '

Crux: I believe that it is necessary to remind ourselves of the
most elementary facts from the history of the development of the
workers?! movement in gneral and the trade unions in particular,
In this respect we find different types of development of the
working class in different countries, Every country has a spe=-
ciflc type of development but we classify them in general, and
In Austria and in Russia especially.

In Russia the workers! movement began as a politlcal
movement, as a party movement. That was the first steps The
Social Democracy in its first stage hoped that the socialist
reconstruction of society was near but it happened that capital-
ilsm was strong enough to last for a time, A long period of
prosperity passed and the Social Democracy was forced to organize
trade unionse. In such countries as Germany, Austria, and especial-
1y Russia where trade unions were wnknown, they were initiated,
constructed, and guided by a political party, the Social Democracy.

Another type of development is that disclosed in the Iatin
countries, in France, and especizlly in Spaine Here the party
movemont and the trade union movemont are almost indepengent of
one another and under différont bannors, evento a certain degree
antagnistic to onc another. The party 1s a parliamentary machinc.
The trade unions aro to a cortain degrec in France -- more in
Spain -~ undor tho loadership of anar chists.

The third type is provided by Groat Britain, the United
States, and more or loss by tho dominionsy England 1s the classic
country of trade unionse. Thoy bogan to build trade unions at
the ond of the 18th contury, beforc the French Rovolution, and
during the so-callod industrial rcvolution.  (In the United Statos
during the rise of the manufacturing systoms) In England the
working class didn't have its indepondont partye The trado
unions werc the organizations of the working class, in reallty
the organization of the labor aristocrats, the higher stratae.

In England thore was an aristocratic proletariat, at least in
its upper strata, bocause the British bourgeoisie, enjoying
almost monopoly control of the world maykot, could give a smnll
part of the wealth to the working class and so absorb part of
tho national incomee Tho trado unions wero adoquate to abstract
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that from the bourgooisie. Only after a hundred years did tho
trade unlons bogin to build up a political partye This is ab-
solutely contrary to Gormany or Austria. Thore the party awnk-
oned the working class snd bullt up the trade unhions. In Eng-
land the trade unions aftor conturics of exlstonce and struggle
wore forced to build up o political party.

Wnot woro tho roasons for this. chrngo? It was dueo to the
complote doclino of English capitalism which began vory urornly.
Iho English party is only a couplo of decades old, coming into
promincnco cspoecially aftor the World War., What is tho roason
for this change? It is woll known thot it was due to the abolish-
ing of Englands monopoly control of the world markots. It bogan
in tho olghtlos of tho 19th contury with the competition of

‘Gormany and of tho Unitcd Statose Tho bourgooisic lost its abil-

ity to glve the leading strate of tho proletariat a privildged

- positione Tho tradc unions loat tho possibility to improvo ‘the

situntion of tho workors and thoy wore pushod onto tho rocd ‘of.
political action bécauso political action is tho gonoralizaotion
of oconomig acflons Political action gnarslizos. the ncods i
of tho workors and addrossos thom not to tho ‘parts of tho bour-
geoisio but to thc bourgooisio qs a wholo organizod in tho stato.

Now. in tho Unitod Statas wo ¢an say that tho ¢haractor=
istic featurcs of English dovelopment cre prosonted in cven -
morc concontratod form in a shorter porlod beccauso the vhole

" hlstory of.the Unitod Stotos is shortore. Practically tho dovel-

opment of the trade wunions in the Unitod Statos bogan aftor tho
Civil War but those trade unions woro yvory bickward cvon com-
parod with the trado unions of Groat Britoine To a groat dogree
thoy woero mixod trade unjons: of omployers and omployes, not
fighting, militant trado unionse  Thoy woro soctional and tiny.
They woro basod on the craft .systom not according to industry,
and we sce that it is. only during the last twe or thrco yoars
that the gonuine trade  unions dovelopsd in tho Unitod States.
This new movemont 1s tho C.I.0O. o

-What 1s the roason .for tho anpoaranco of the Cele0e? It
is tho docay: of,American capitalisme  In Groat Britain tho bogin-
ning of tho. decay . of tho capitalist systom forced the axisting
trado unilons to.unite into a politicl partye In tho Unitod
Statos. the same. phahomonon =~ tho beginning of tho declinc ==
produced only tho:industrial trade unions, but theso trado
unions appearcd on thoe scono ‘only in timo to meet tho now chaptor
of thc declino of capitalism, or == morc .corroct -- wo can ‘say
that the first erisis.of. 192§-19§5 gave tho push and ondcd 1n
tho organization -of tho CeIe0Oe = But scarcely organizod, tho
CeIs0e moots tho sccond crisis, 1937- 1958 which coritinucs and
doccponse

What does thls fact signify? That it was a long timo in
tho Unitod Statcs bofore the organization .of trade unions bub
now that genuino- trade unions oxist, thoy must make the same
cvolution as tho English trado unionse That 1s, on tho basis
of doclining capital, thoy arc forcod to turn to political action.

" I boliove that this is tho most imporiant fact of the wholo

mottor.
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The quostlon roads, "thoro is ho cvidence to indicato any
widospread sentimont for such a partye" You will romembor that
when wo discussed this quostion with othor comrades there woro
some dlvorgoncos on this quostione I cannot Judge whothor son-
timent for a Iabor Party oxists or not bocauso I have no por- '
sonal obsorvations or impressions, but I do not find it deceisive :
as to what dogreo tho loadors of tho traodo unions or tho rank
and filo arc roady or inclined to build e political partye It 1s
vory difficult to ostablish objecetive information. Wo have no
machino to takoe a roforondum. Wo can meosurée the mocd only
by action if tho slogan is put on the agonda. But what wo
can say 1s that tho obJective situation is absolutely docisivoe.
The trade unions as trade unions con have only o decfensive ac-
tivity, losing mombors and bocoming more and moro woak as tho
crisis doopons, crcating moro and more unemployode Tho troasury
bccomos pooror and pooror, the tasks bigger  and bigger whilo
théir moans smaller and smallor. It is & fact: wo cannot change
ite Tho trade union burcaucracy becoros more and more disoriente-
cd, tho rank and filo morc.and moro dissatisfiod and this dissat-
1sfactlon beoomos greator and groator tho highor worc thoir
hopcs in tho CeIleOs, and ospocinlly ih viow of tho unpr ccodentod
growth of the C.I,O0s -- in two or throe yvoars 4,000,000 frosh

.pooplo on tho field facing objoctivo handicaps which connot be
oliminatod by tho trade unions. In this sltuction wo rust givo

an answore If tho trado union loadors arc not roady for polit-
ical action wo must ask thonm to dovolon a new politicol oricntation.
If thoy recfusc wo donounce thome That is tho objectivo situation.

I say hore what I said about the wholo program of transi-
tional domandse Tho problem is not tho mood of the rnssos byt
the objcctive situation, and our job is to confront the backward
rmatorial of tho massos with thé tasks which are dotormined by
objective facts and not by psychologye The saro is absolutoly
corroct for this apccific question on the Iabor Partye. If the
class struggle is not to bo crushed, roplaced by domoralization
thon tho movermont must find a new chonnel and this channel is
politicale That is the fundamontal argumont in fovor of this
slcgane .

We claim to have Marxism or Sciontific Socinlism. Whnt
does "Sclontific Socialism" signify in roallty. It significs
that the poarty which ropresents this socinl sclence, doparts, as
cvory scicnco, not from subjoctive wishos, tendencics, or moods
but from objoctivo facts, from tho material situntion of the
different classes ond thoir rolationships. Only by this method
can we costablish demands adoquate ta the objoctivo situntion and
only aftor this can wo adapt thesc denands and glogans to the
glvon mentality of tho massose. Bub to begin with this rechtality
as tho fundamontel fact would signify not a scicntific but o - :
conjunctural, demngogic, or adventuristic policy.

One can ask why we didn't foresce thls dovelonrient five,
six, sovon years ngo? Why did wo declare duringthe past poriod
that wo wero not willing to fight for this slogfn of the Iabor
Party? The oxplanation is wery simplos Wo woro absolutely suro,
.we Marxists, the initiators of the Anerican moverient for the
Fourth International, that world canitalisn had cnteored into
a porilod of doclinoce That is the poriod whon the working class

I e Ny
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13 objectively educated and moves Subjectively, preparing for
the social revolution. The directjon was the same in the United
States, but the question of direction is not sufficient, The
other quéstion is the speed of 1its development; and in this re-
Spect, in view of the strength of American capitalism, some

of us, and myself among them, imagined that the abllity of
American capitalism to resist against the destructive inner

to cover a neriod of prosperlty before its own decline. How

long a period? Ten to thirty years one could say? Anyway I
porsonally didn't see that this sharp crisis or series of crisis
would begin in the next perlod and become deeper and deepere. That
1s why eight years 8g0 when I discusseéd this question with
American comhades I was very cautious, I was very cautious in
Iy prognosis. My opinion was that we couldn't forsee when the
American trade unions would comé into a period where they would
be forced into political actione If this critical perlod start-
ed in ten to fifteen years, then we, the rovolutionary organi-
zation, could become a great power &irectly influencing the

trade unions and becoming thé leading force. That is wvhy 1t
would he absolutely pedantic, abstract, artifical to proclaim

tha nocesslty for the Ia bor Party in 1930 and this abstrast slo-
gan would bo a handicap to our own partye That was at the begin-
hiing of tho preceeding crisis, Then that this perlod would be
followed by a new orisis ovon more deep with an influence five

to ten timos more profound because it is g repetition!

Now we must not reckon by our prognosis of yosterday but
by the situation of today. Amorican capitalism is very strong
but -1ts contradictions are stronger than capitalism itself, The
speed of ‘doclino camo at Amorican spocd and’ this eroatod a now
sltuation fer’tho new trade unions, tho CeI.0e oven more than -
tho A.F. of Ly In this situation it is worso fop Lin CoTeOq
than the A. F, of L, bocauso tho Ae Fe of L. 1s momo capablo
of rosistance duo to its aristocratio base. Wo must change our

program bocause the objoctivo situation 1s totally difforont
from ouwr former I ognosisg,

Wt doos this signify? That wo are suro the vorking
class -- tho trade unions will adhoro to tho slogan of tho Iabopr
Party? No, we are not surc that tho workors will adhoro to tho
slogan of ths Iabor Party. Whon wo bogin tho fight wo cannot bo
curo of bolng victorious, Wo can only say that oup glogan
corrosponds to the objoctivo situstion and the bost olomonts will

undorstand end the most backward clements who don't wnderstand
will bo compromisod.,

In Minncapolis wo cannot say to thoe trado unions
should adhore to tho Socialist Workors Party,
Joko ovon in Minnoapolis, Why? Bocauso the d

ism dovolops ton -- a hundrod timcs fastor than tho spood of
our party, It is a now discropancy.

you
It would bo =
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cannot.eay immodiatoly to thoso massos, you. must join. our party.
In a mass mooting 500 would agreo on the nced for a labor party,
only 5 agroo to join owr party, which shows that tho slogan

of a Iabor Party‘is ah agitational slogane The socond slogan is
for the more advanced. : . '

1

Should we uSo both slogans or onc? I say both. Tho first,
indopondent Iabor Party, preparos the arcna for our partye The
first slogan proparcs and holps tho workers to advancc and preparcs
tho path for our partye Thut is tho scnsc of our slogane Wo say
that wo will not be satisficd with this abstract slogan which
ovon today 1s not so abstract as 10 yoars ago because tho objec-
tivé situation is differcnt. -It is not concreto onoughes Wo must
show to tho workors what this party should bo, an indopendont
party, not for Roosovolt or Iafolotto, & machino for the workors
‘thomsolvoss That 1s why on tho ficld of oloction it must havo
its own candidatos. Thon wé must introduce our trensitional
slogans, not &1l at onco, but ag ° occasion arisocs, first ono
and thon tho othore. Thit i§ wT@ﬂI séo only a psychological
reasons Our comrades in fighting against Lovostoneitos wantod
our ‘own party and not this abstract party. Now 1t is disagreo-
ables Naturally the Stalinists will say wo aro Fascists, otc.,
but 1t is not a principled quostions It 1s a tactical quostion.
To Lovostono it will sgom that %o lose faco beforo tho Lovestono-
i1tes, but this is nothinge. Wo oriont not according to Lovostone
but according to the noods of tho working class. I belicve that
ovon from'tho point of viow of our competition with tho Lovo-
stonoitos it is a plus and not a minuse In a mocting against
a Lovestonolto I would cxplain whnt our position was and why woe
changods "At that time you Lovestono{tos attacked us. Good.

Now iIn this ' question which was so important to you we havo -chang-
cd our minde Now what do you havo against tho Fourth Intornation-
al?" T am sufo wo will prepdro 'a split in this mopner among tho
Lovostorieitoss In this sense I soo no obstaclos. .

__Boeforo finishing -- a corroction in tho formulation of
tho quostlon: Tho Ia bor Party proposal is not a part{ of. tho

-

program of transitional domands but 1s a special motion.

Question: 1In a trado union doos ono advosato a "labop party,"
voto for it? ’ : . I S

Crux: Why not? 1In tho casc of a trado union whoro tho que stion

comcs upe I will got up and say that tho nood for a Iabor Party

1s absolutoly proved by all the ovents. It is proved that ocon-

omic action 1s not onoughe. Wo neced political actions In & wnion
I wlll say what counts 1s tho contont of tho Iabor Partw that

. v
is why I rosorve somothing to say about tho program, but I will
‘voto for it, ' .

Quostion: The workors soom ‘absolutoly apathotic toward a labor

‘party; thoir leadors aro doing nothing and tho Stalinists aro
for Roosovolt,. _ '

Crux: DBut thils characteristic of a certain poriod where thero
Is no programe Whoro thoy don't soe tho now roads It ia abso-

X I see absolutely no justification for not accepting this

slogan.

- w o ae
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lutely nccessary to overcome this apathye It 1s absolutoly ncc-
cssary to glvo a now slogan.

Quostion: Somo corrades have oven colloctod figurcs tonding to
provo that the labor party movoment is actually doclining among
tho workors,

Crux: Thero is a major lino and thon minor oscillations as

Tor cxample tho moods ih the CeIe0e First ag rcssivencss. Now
in the crisis tho CeI.0s gppcars 1,000 times morc dangerous than
beforc to the capitalists, but tho loadors aroc afraid to broak
with Rooscvelts The masscs waite They aro disoricnted, unom-
oloyment is incrcasings. It is possiblc to prove that thc sen-
timent has docroasod sinco a year agos Possibly tho Stalinist
Influonce adds to this but this is only a socondary oscillae
tion and it is very dangerous to base oursoclvos upon the sccon-
d ary oscillations sinco in a short time tho ma jor movement
bocomes more imporative and this objoctive nocossity will find
its subjcctive cxprossion in the hoads of the workers, cspecially
1f we holp thome Tho party isa historic instrument to help

the workcrse '

Quostion: Some of the members who came from the Socialist Party
complaln that at that time thoy werc for a Iabor Party and were
convinced In arguing with the Trotskyists that they werc wrong.
Now they rmust s witeh back.

Crux: Yes, it is a pedagogical quostion, but it is & good
school for tho comradcs. Now thoy can socc dialcctical develon-
mont botter than boeforec.

(Stecnogravhor!s note: Tho above transeript is a2 very rough
draft unchecked by tho participants.)
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