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‘Foreword: We publish in the following s was factually the work of the worker the proletarint came to power.
the reply of comrade Trotaiy to the theses and peasant masses”.  Ju this he sces the 4. It follows then, that in countrles |
of comrade L. P. wiio wus formerly close proof that Lenin's view wuas correct as  where,  despite  of  backwardness,  the
to the Braudlerites aud who tuday sympa- aanst wiue.  In this connection, however, division  into  tae  basic clisaes {the
fhizes with our erganization.  Unfortune there existisl no dispute between us.  Ale bourgevisie, the petty pourgeeisie, and the

ately, lack ¢f snage and nmouney miuke tie
printing of the theses uumwhu prohibi-
tive, ~—The rditorial Jourd.

1. Without any doubt tl:ie old controversy
“between J.enin aud Trotsky™ over the per-
_spectivea of the lussian ltevolution is only
of historleal fnterest, and in any case wemn-
bership in the Lot Oppesition is pot con-
ditlonol upcen taking sides in the contro-
versy Whoever wants to take a delinite
position however, must analyze it In cunnec-
tlon with the concrete course of the class
strugsie and the revolutlonary groupings in
Russfa at that time.

2. The eplzones have deduced from the
old disputes, which went through various
stages, a few geanerad rules of revolutionary
stratezy and laid them down in the form of
an antithesis Letween Lentnism nud Trot-

. skyism. But the latter is no lonzer a ques-
tlon of bistory, but of today sud tomarrow.
Comrade L. ¥. declares himseif (at least in

-princdple) In agreement with those strate-
gle principles which the Stalinists have de-

. ~d to be “Trotshyism™, but which are in
‘(1 ty the -application of Marxism to the
ditloas of vur epoch. This soliddrity. as
arated by experience, Is much more fmpor-
tant than the diTerence of epinivn over a
long siace scttled controversy.

3 Uowever where comraide L. P. refers
tu bls theses back to the bistorieal contro-
wersy, he wakes a puialer of mistakes. *Ia
reality™, be- writes, “'the overturow of Czar-

ready in the pelemic. with Radek, T osought
to puint out, that every “areat” Revelution,
Lo, a true people’s revolution, wis and is
the doing of the proletarvian (pre-projetars
fan) and peasant (petty bourgevis) masses.
This thesix formed the common ground in
the dispute.  The only question was, which
class would assume the lewsding position and
consequently come into power. L. I =ud-

mits that the Russian proletariat actually -
selzed power socner than the western Fue-:

Topean proletariats but he calls to attention
the fact that this happencd not in the “Rev-
olution against Czarism, but in the seceend
revolution against the Bourzeoisie™,  What
does this imply? By a bourgevis reveolution
the Ilussian Maraists worthy of the name,
meint above all the soiution of the agrarvian
question.  This concept which diffeventiated
them from the Liberads and fro:m the Men-
sheviks represented a basie viewpoint comn-
mon 0 both Leuin and ‘Trotsky (see .the
minutes of the 4th 1'arty Congress), The
circumstanee that in February the proper-

tied classes, among them the nobility, in-
cludine the peinces, surrendered (temporar-

ily) the wouarchy In the interest of self-
preservatien was an episode which no prog-
nosjs could predict.  After the ubddication of
Nicholas [I, the land prohiem i.c. the prob-
lem of the bourgecis-demceratic revoiution
sccupied next to the war problem the pre-
Cominant [eosition in political life. It was
precisely on the basis of tuds revoluilon that

-~

prodetariat) cuts threugh the whole sumtion
(China. Indix) the naticnaleemaneipation
and bourgeois demoeratio revolutien ewnpot
be brought to i@ cunclusion without the Jie-
tatorship of the proletariat. It s precisely
in thix that the contingity  (penainensve)
beween the bourgeois and the socialist reve
olution lies. ‘The revolution in Chind putssed
throuch a nubher of ~iages: its roxd
India will be no less complicaied and torin-
oux. We shall of course follow tmd atnalyae
each stigze. But the Gk of tite stratvuie
prugiosis is mot to  deduce  the coicrcte
atages and cpisodes, but to {ormulate the
basie tendency of revoiutionury ceveiopment,
Tuis basie tendency is indicated by the
forinula of the Permanens Jlevoliuiion which
i based upan thred couceptions:

a) The natjonal bourgeoisie, which dur-
fuge the inftial stages secks to utiiice the rev-
olution for itself (Kuomintang, Ghandis,
goos invariably over to thie other s~ide of the
barricades., to the fvudal classes and the
tmperiaiist oppressors, in the course of fur-
ther development of the revelution,

b) ‘The petty Lourgeoisic (peasantry) cau
no louger piay a leading role in tie Loure
zeois revolution and  couscquenidy  cunnot
take power. Ifence tlows the rejoction of
the slogan of the bourscuis-demacratic dies
tatorship of the proletariut aud the poase
antry. )

¢) Under the dictatorskip of tLe jroleta-

(Continued ou Page 5)
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The story of the German Opposition s
_ well kuown, it is filled with ditficulties and
criscs. Thd German Opposition grew from
' the little kernel formed within and without
the leoinbund, through the literature of the
Russian Opposition. Before it could muke
jts first steps, it had, in 1930, to scparate
ftself from the Leninbund, which represent-
ed au extraordinary misture of ultra-leftist
and opportunist idens. For years its work
was made still harder by the niiserable his-
.terical tradition of the Germun Lefts, a-la
AMaslow, Fischer, Urbahus, Up to the spring
of 1431, ancther year passed in sterile dis
cussions with Landau, before the German
Opposition could really get into  action.
There were hardly two yeurs left prior to
Hitler's sclzure of power, and the Opposi-
tion used these two years in inteusive pro-
pagauda and educational work. Despite all
material ditliculties, despite the fact that
the German Opposition was faced uot only
by the most powerful Sucialist and Curemu-
nist parties, but also by strong opposition
. gErongs, upheld by a certiain tradition, such
as the Brandlerites and the S.A.P., who had
not acquired such strength in any other
country; despitd ull this, the German Left
Opposition at the time of its first natiosal
conference which tovk placve under the Hit-
ler jllegality, in March 1933, managed to
create an organization which spread  into
fiportant centers all over Germany, and
which had attracted a large number of vet-
vran  experiencett Communists,  but which
Aind nctually impregnated a cadre of youug
workers with the spirit of Comumunism and
the ideas of the Left Opposition. We must
also attribute to this education the fact thut
the capltuiation of certain leading clements
to Stalin on the eve of Hitler's scizure of
power, created no stir in the organization
. and even produced a certain reliel and in-
crensed  the political  bomogeueity. The
capitulation eleaused the organization of
several clements who in any case under il
legality would be showu up us so much re-
. fuxse, .

Politically Ilitler's scizure of power was
not uuexpected by the Opposition, all of
whose work was devoted to averting the
catastrophe, It wus not, like the S. P. or
the C. I, confronted with idcological bank-
rupter, but only uceded to draw conclusions
frowm the events.

Consequently the organization did not
hesitate on the question of short or long
perspectives.  The March national confer-
enee had already abandoned the idea of the
reforin of the C. P. I'ropaganda for the
new party struck certain snags, but this was
overcome by a serious aund thorough discus-
xlon. New processes In the S.1°.G., the de-
velopment of the S.A.1%., caused the Ger-
man Left Opoosition to be the first to broach
the question of the New International. In
the general chaos of the German labor move-
peut after Hitler's seizure of power, the
+reckage of dilferent organizations found
themselves grouped ouce more not so much
around a political bancer as in bebalf of
trmditional ethliatious, and it
ouly now that that situation is giving way
to a genulne new political grouping, con-

- stantly renewed by the actions ef the state
tecret pollce. And it s {n this cimos that

- differences are reflected.

is actually -

After Hitler's Seizure
Of Power

the Left Opposition will try to create the
nuclei for the new party. by forming cadres
cousisting of former members of the C. P.,
the 8. P. and from the unions, who are to
take up especlally the question of the de-
feat.

Two political questions ecspecially were
broaght up for discussion, less becuuse of
the events themselves than because of the
inventive gifts of certain theoreticians.
Thus the question of the formation of “il-
Iegal unions™ was thought up at the writing
table of August Thalheimer, and, Ilitler's
“state ¢apitalism” issucd from the typewrit-
er of iugo Utbabus. The first ciscovery,
which corresponds to the German actuality
as the fist corresponds to the eye, was re-
pulsed by us as energetically us it was
seized upon by the bureaucricy of the C. I.
ax a playthinz, It wax necessary to fight
the sccoind theory, in spite of the insignifi-
cance of the Leninbund, beeause it played a
rule, wmonye a certain stratum of intellectu-
als. ax a pretext for capitulating to Fas-
cism. )

Today, in the German L.Q., besides dis-
cussion on the subject of the tactics of Jan-
uary 30, discussions with the S.A.I'. are
extremely fmportunt,  The subject of this
discussion i< in the first place international
in its natare and i made accessible to other
sections of the LC.Jx The S.ADP, an or-
ganization centrist in its oripin, has evolved
so fast toward comnunism, thit at the Paris
Cenference they arrived at the Declaration
of Four and there was hope for a rapid
fusion with the German Left Opposition.
The fusiou could he an important step on
the road toward the new party. Dut a more
profound discussion revealed the existence
in the S.A.I. of resid ¢s, still very powerful,
of cight'st ideits an” especially of pew tcu-
dencies, arising since the depression after
the deicat, according to which it was nec-
essary to “improve” communist organiza-
tiow” principles.  But it is indubitable, as the
furure of the S.AI° will show, thut only a
Bolshevik party, ideologically homogencous,
can surmount the ditlicultics of illegality
aund achieve victory.

The question of the miture- of Fascism
and the perspectives in Germany is so clear
that auyone who speaks seriously can not
hut the question otherwise than as we do,
Ouly the baukrupt bureaucrats of Moscow
cam chatter abont “revolution on the order
of the day”. Iut the essential question bas
become that of organization, just as it waa

in the analogous situations in Rlussia in -

1502 and 1906. It is bere that all the di-
vergent political, tactical. gnd strategic
If we observe the
two old parties in bunkruptey. reconstituting
themselves into two large “groups of con-
ciiintors” who leave out all blitier critics,
but who will not break with the past and
who thus can only form bases for trausition
either to the right or to the left. There we
see those liquidationist tendeuncles- in tke
very heurt of the Cotnmunist movement, and
here the [..O. (uow called the International

Communist League of Germany) most eoer-
getically and nost clearly defends tbe
principles of Bolsbevism and thus consti-
tutes the ideologic center of the reuaiss( .
of the Gerisan proletariat. y

From the poiut of view of orgunization,
the German L.O. showed itself particularly
resistant, especlally at the inception ot il-
legality. It had no experience of the seat-
tering and dissolution which 'so Injured the
big organizations. It was only jn outlylvg
districts, where the leading comrades were
particularly well known, that we had great
losses, at the beginning. Considering the
relatively inconsiderable losses, turnover in
the cidres of functionaries was equally ia-
considerable.  Haviug a paper printed out-
side of the country and yet appearing in
Germany in suflicient numbery, and tbe
publication of numerous local bectograpbed
sheets, gave a considerable authority to the
German scctfon, uside from the fact that our
political analysis had been contirmed by ex-
perivnee.  The 1. Q. acyuired an increasing
power of attraction, not only among relas
tively restrained crities from the remains of
the C.P.G.. but especialiy minong the com-
pletely stirred up cudres of the soclul de-
mocracy, who were equally determined to
break with the past aud to Lave nothing. te
do with the Stalinists,

Growing In eilicicney, bowever, Goering's
state police succeeded, tinally, from July on,
in caushng considerable losses to our organe
fzation. Some comrides  were  arrested,
others deported. The great lack of f
played a tragic vole in preventing the xet
ity and extension of our organization. Nuw
in many places new forees coming from the
C.IN and the S.P. have replaced thie old. But
onr documents :are stlil circulating in the
country. shiowing that this has not in any
way ciused a Jowering of the level. TFor
the most exact it on the life of the LCI.
(as far as it Is possible to publish this) we
s¢hd out reports publishied in the bi-moutbly
paper Unser Wort appearing in Paris, and
in the “Nervice d'lnformation” (LD, sup-
plement of Unser Wort and anpearing every
two wecks). Before going underground the
1.0O. together with a number of
groups, numbered sceven tederations. In six
of these systematic work i~ still being car-
ried on. The losses are for the wmost part
compensated for by the acquisition of good
new elements. Maria Icese’s coming over
and other symptoms showed that even the
Stalinists can not continue to gloss over,
the historic defeat by resolutiony accordlng

to Heckert und reconciliations according to -

Brandler, without the better elements of the
C.P. together with the .0, sctting them-
selves to create a new party.

The Germman cmigres have obviously been
on the job., In addition to wark for sup-
porting the German movement, for which
purpose centers have been set up in xeven
countrles, they tuke part actively and
unsuccessfully in work of the Dolsbev.a-
Leninists in other countried. In certain
couatries, through the work of our cumigres,
new bases of support for the I.C.L. bave
even been creaied by the work of our emi-
gres. Unser Yort exercises an lmportant
inRueuce, oot coly on the cinigres, but ulso

(Cont;nued on 'age 7) )
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/’ DRAFT CF THE

{Herewith we are publishing the theses
on the trade union question in Holland, edit-
ed by the R.S.I and the O.S.F. These

i

theses will be disenssed as a basis for unifi- .

cation of the two Dutch oryanizations, par-
ticipating in the “Declaration of Four”, For
lack of space unfortunately we ean not pub-
lish the dcclaration of principles which will
be discussed at the same time. A clear solu-
tion of the trade union question is so much
more lmportant for onr Duteh comrades be-
cause they are depending on the N.A.S. (Na-
tlonal Arbeiter Sekretariat), independent
unions of 25,000 members. We also hope
- that our readers will take part in this im-

portant discussien.) .

DRAFT OF THE BESOLUTION ON THE
. TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

1. The ... rejects the reformist concep-
tion according to which the present crisis is

a “temporary” ¢pisode which will disappear

. - of itself, a period during which the workers
can all the more try to maintain the posi-
tions they have won, nnd during which we
appcal to them to cooperate in putting
through measures tending to “reestablish”
capitalism in order that later at the crest
of the cycle they may witly the heip ot ex-

Isting organizations regain their lost ground,

On the contrary, we proclaim that in ac-
__cordance with our program of principles,
s erlsis is a Crisis of the capitalist sys-

Itsell, a period of decay. in which it is
not a change in the cconumic cycle, hut the
struggle for power which ix the order of the
day: a peried in which all the existing work-
ers’ organizations, includiug the trade union
movement, are ever more forced into the
position of chonsing: between either sub-
mitting to the violeut fntrodnction of a scmi-
fasclst or fascist terror, or accepting the
struggle for power and organizing it in every
way possible.

2. The .. . admits that the trade union
movement, - under reactionary and reformist
leadership, stands for the development of
capltalisin, not 4s an Instrument of strugzle
for improvements in wages and other work-
tng class demands, but as an lastitution

* which on the one hand s becoming con-

stantly more and more an appendage of the

- bourgeols state, and which on the other hand

lucreasingly becomes o hindrance to the
genuine cconomie struggle of the prolctari.
at, by systematically avoicing that struzgle
awd adapting Itself to the reactionary de-
mands of the boss class (the policy of the
“lesser evil”); and which thns finally as in
Italy and in Germany, is compietely obliter-
ated In the apparatus of the corporate fas-
clst state. '

3. In opposition to this concept, the . . .
asscrls that In the present period the trade
UFr’ * movement can retain some measure

© tulness for the working class only on
+- oudition that it orientates jtself in a pe-
litical ang revolutionary wmanner and de-
votes its forces to propaganda and orgzan-
zation of the masses. and of the revolution
which will be born from this organization.
It follows that the . - . i3 conscious who are
Its allfes in the strugzle to realize this situ-

Atlon wlthin the trade union movement.
4 Lo AT DU R . - -

~

TRADE
- OF THE RS.P. AND THE O.SP.

UNION THESES

olutionists within the trade uvion. move-
ment, reformist as  well as reactionary,
where they must work organizationally and
loyally, must always and with all our
streugth consist in leading the masses of or-
zanized workers to take a revolutionary
stand by putting political questions and the
revolutionary struggle on the order of the
day and preciscly in those places where they
have been interdicted by the reformist jcad-
ership.

By patting forward constantly the connce-
tion Letween the offensive on working con-
ditions and on the general political and cco-
nomie reaction; in opnosing the dictatorship
of the leaders and the monustrous violatious
of the democratic rights of members;: in
heraliding the disiutegration of government
unlons and, what goes with them, the ine
cesxant capitulations without a struggle to
the demands of the govaernnicut anc *the em-
ployers, its members  will Iroduce a pro-
found and serious in..rest by which the
Kernel of militant class-conscious  workers
may be reiuforced ;nd increased in number,
This will permit. at decisive noments, the
orzanization  of revolutionary  resistance
which will come with the increase of misery
aad oppression, and which, if ft remaing
without couscious revolutionary direction,
will be absorbed once more by the apparatus
of the refarmiist and reactionary unfons and
which thewl weakened and undermined by
promuses and threats, will be once more de-
livered up to “the law",

. In cousideration of what has been
sald, In the previous paragraphs, the , . .
recognizes that the revolutionary trade union
movement, represented by the N.AS, must
be considered as a real factor in the revolu-
tionary ciass strugele; that is to say, in the
N.A.S. the members of the . . . are to cooper-
ate loyally in the reinforcement and expane-
sion of the organizations of the N.A.S. This
fs all the more necessary now that the gov-
crament and the cmployers answer
attempt at resistance on the part of the N.\.
S. by the most brutal attacks on the organ-
zaiions helonging to the N.A.8, thus put-
ting the N.A.S. practically on the same ievel
as  a  political party “endangering the
sfotyg”,

In accordance with the above, the revolu-
tionists whe hecause of their work as indi-
cated in the reformist trade unions have
been silenced or expelled snd whe see their
efforts to check this reign of terror without
effect, should join the N.A.S.

By maintaining political independence in
relation to the N.AS. as a trade union cen-
ter the . . . will give powerful support to
this trade union movement in its struzcle
against the government and the employers,
while supporting every movement in which
it finds itsclf in the vanguard of the revo-
lutionary movement agninst the capitalist
system. :

6. Tie . .. takes a stand against the pol-
ittes and tactics of the P.C.i1. which orien-
tated itseif ngainst the formation of the 0.
S.R. in the different corparations; arainst
orzanizations entirely led by the P.CH. and

every

Pace 3

workers, consisting. in provoking defiann
against the strusgzle.in the trade urion move-
ment ltself, and which provoked the wyn
leashing of irresponsible and badly led move-
ments that can only lead to defeat, thu-
adding to the iudi(‘(erolgct; of the workers to
the cluss straggle.

7. Indepcndently of the question of the
role of the unions in the period of trausi-
tion from ecapitalism to socialixm, when the
power of the working class wiil be based on
new organizations of the proletariat, the . . .
believes that in the preseut capitalist rela-
tions the creation of new organizations for
cconomic struggle could only set »p more
confusion and splits among the workerx, In
the prexent circumstanees it consulers the
unious as the, natural form of orzanization
fer workers in the corporations, nevertieless
it wishes from now on to work for the ideco-
logical preparation of the workers, <o that
in a directly revolutionary pertod they niay
be capable of exercising a decisive nfluence
on the formation and leadership of the even-
tual new organizations.

e ~

TOWARD A CONFERENCE OF LATIN.
AMERICAN BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS

The Stalinist press, thinking to injure the
International Bolshievik-Leninist movenent,
which they call * rotskyist”, has repeatedly
pointed out that this movement, shows sigzus
of growth in the Latin-American countries.
It is a fact that the Bolshievik-Leninists of
Latin America are developing in: Arzentiae,
Drazil, Chile, Cuba. Mexico, Ecuadoer, I'eru
and Bolivia, This is a very siguificant sig
if we consider how important the liberation
of oppressed peoples is for (he revalution,
and also if we cousider that i is most of
all in that field that the Stolinist policies
of the burcancratized Comintern huve coun-
tributed confusion and dixaster,

Ienee it i entirely natural that the rev-
olutionists of ihese oppressed countries, in
a serious search for a way onut of thuir situ-
ation in the anti-imperialist strugsle, should
turn away from the theory and practice of
“socialism in one conntry” that js cricking
up under world imperialism, and turn to the
proletarian internativnalism of the DBolshe
vik-Leninists,  But from now on we misg
think of preparing a new step in the devel-
opment of our outxide forces and onr means
of struggle in all the countries of Latin-
America.  The idea of organizing a “Con-
ference of Latin-American Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists”, advanced particularly by onr Arzen.
tive comrades, should be taken under sop.
fous advisement,  First of all the prepura-
toryt work must be done: claberation of
theses and documents on the bases of indi-
vidual cxperience and needs of eich coun-
try (Brazil, Cuba, Argentine, Chile, ntc.),
coordination of actlvity of each group and
ciach comrade, in ovder to conduct our
struzgle against imperialism Jointly, uniler
the same buanner and by the <ame mertliodgs,

A speeial “bulletin® is needed to coordis
nate and dicect all this activity. Tle com-
rades in the U. 8, and in Spain are oxpecial-
Iy nasked to send contributions and assis-
tance. We appeal for immediate bezinninzs
of this work and for sending constantly all
suggestions and documents that may be of
use, to the International Secretariat. The
Conference of TLatin-American Noishevik-

Tonindata fu n fror cran simenmd aee 1. -
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"On Our Atierzt to Fuse VWith the Hennaut Group . ciicr =

In 1930 the Belgian Onpasition =plit into
three segments, the miuority of the Central
Committee, the Federation of Charlerol, took
the Initiative for the break. Thcy were de-
termloed by the follow;ng three reasons: a)
the abandonment by ‘the majority of the
€. C. ol the policy of reform, b) a gzeneral
let-down of militant work on the part of
the lcadership, of which Van Overstraaten
was the most responsible, ¢) organization
least of all.

Thls rupture, uufortunately, cut of the
Federatlon of Charierol, a rretich lanzuige
d'rrict, from the groups in the Flemlsh
leoguage districts, the latter being grouped
politlcally behind the position of the major-
fty of the C.2. For the sake of more pre-
cisivn, the Antwerp Federation (by far the
most important of the majority) came un-
der the influence of the R.S.P. of Ilo!land.
Iis position on matters of reform was much
more rodical thau that of the Brussels Fed.
eratlon. .

I'or three¢ yeirs the two groups lived
apart.

The Charlerol Federation with whiclh at
the very beginning two comrades joined
from Verviers aud one from RBrussels, never
ftopped progressing, strengthening itself and
Increasing in  influence; groups gathered
arcund the<e comrades. Other groups were
sct up In Louvain and in Licge. The “Voix
Commnuniste™ continued to. improve and to
increase In circciation. At the present mo-
isent 2.400 readers read our press regularly.

On the other hand, the group of Vaa Orer-
etraaten-Hennaut, which after the departure
of Van Overstraaten called itself the Trazue
of Cojmunist Internationalists; has been in
constant decline since the besinning of 1033,
Recentiy some youug clements have reen-
forced the Rrussols group.  Without exag-
geration, one could say that as a ndtional
group It bas completely disappeared. The
conncction between the different groups has
almost ccased to exist. The Freack organ
of thelr group disappeared almost, irimedl-
ately alter the rupture: only two more num-
bers appeared. A peculiar characterisiic:
En the first of the two numbery there ap-
peared ano article from the pen of van Over-
stracten, but unsigned, In which they buried
ell the fragments of the united Oppositior.
Our tendeney was buried with numerous
well-constructed and hixhly literary phre=es,
After the rupture, the Flemish organ was
re-dssued by the Antwerp group. and nine
numbeix appeared.  Since then the Brusseis
group published a nimeographed bulletin
that appcared irregularly.

Untll August 1933, It appeared that the
only difcrence with the International Com-
munist League was the policy of reform in
relation to the Comintern. They were for
the creation of independent groupings on a
rational scale.

The new orlentation of the 0.G.I., the de-
t<lon to orlentate toward the creation of n
newy International and new yparties caused
the automatle dl=appearance of the funda.
mental politienl question which was nat tne
Tout of dur separation. After consultation
with our group, cur leadership scnt the fol.
lowing propositions to the Interoational

Communist Leagne:
The convocation of a jolit. mecting of the

leaders of onr respective ¢ rRanizations, for

which we propose the following points on
the agenda:

1) Joiut elaboration of a declarntion of
principles (acceptance on principle).

2) Elnbovation of rules of the new orzan-
Ization (uccvptance an principle).

3) Distribution of taxks for the publica-
tion of thexe documents,

4) Preparation and organization In each
group of a general discussion on these docu-
ments. :

$) Organization off v mational conference
to pass on these documents. on the creation
of the unifled organizution and the clection
of leaders, :

) Examination of the
launching a Flemish paper.

©) Elaboration of a manifesto for the pro-
letariat.

8) Organization of n campaign of mect.

pussibllity  of

“ingzs in the principal ecitiex of the nation.

Sinee then a series of documents have
becn exchanged Iwtween our two organiza-
tious that have Indicated to ux that there
exixt “other diverwences™, We put  these
other divergences in quoles, becanse up to
now we have been unable to learn anything
definite about themn.

What it means fx that this gronp ix flonn-
dering in an ideolozical confusion and that
several diverzent treyds are defining thein-
selves {n its midxt, .

In Brussels certatn comrades find them-
sclves directly under the inlluence of the
fraction of the Ialiau Left, Ilennaut is ap-
proaching them zradually on the question
of the united front, on the trade union ques-
tion and on the tacties to he cmployed to-
ward the feft wing formations inside and
ouiside the 2ud Interuational. [n Verviers
aid Llege the mewmbers of their group are
collaborating actively in a new movement
for Independent trade unions. The zroup
that Is comiug close te ux ideologically is
the Antwerp gronp, which i< in constant
touch with vur comrades of the IS of
Holland.

The ideologi¢ coulusion on all xides, and
the  aceusations  and . <landers launched
against the 0.G.1., which the Ieadership of
the League Is pleased 1o repeat under the
pretence of hearing them for the nirst time,
are not of such a4 nature ax to facilitate rap-
proachmeunt.

In the ucxt Rulletin we shall give the
Important  extracts of the docnments ¢x.
changed. —GoURoyv,

PIONEER PUBLISHERS NOTES

A new edition of “A Criticism of the Pro-
sram of the Comintern” by comride Trotsky
IS now In  preparation.  This classie of
Marxian Huerature and  the finmental
document of the lLeft Oppositlois has ap-
peated In Fuglish tn the form-of twe paan.
phlets: *““The Dwaft I'rogeum of the Come
Intern: A Critictsm of Fundamentals™ and
“The Sicalegy of the Warld Hevoluriun.”

The new and complete version wil] cone
fain many wections which did non wppear ia
the ftrst English texts,

. which congirms the report of the negatiations

COIITTITIITL

Gourov. (

Comrade Gouror's letter to the Bulglan
section of the Bobhevik-Leninfsta:
Deae Comrades,

It I8 with great Interest that U read
through No. 10 of swur Internal bullotin

with the luternational Cemmunist Tanzue.
I rejoiced at the weenracy with which my
friends put the questions. On the other
hand. the words of Comrade Heunant pro-
duced a most unfortunate impression eu me.
Ax e Is now. he represcuts at jeast a come-
plete model of theoretical and political con-
fusion. There s not a single question to
whiech he contributes anything but doubta,
hesitationy, and fears.  Thix iy the mnost {a-
tal condition for a man who wishes to be
a revolutionist? .

The first four congrexsex of the (oniin-
tern! But n them there was “something®
erroncons, since the resultx have been «o
Limentable,  Just what wax wrong? Ilen-
naat doex not know. In fact the fanlt is
cutively on the part of comrade Heunaut,
Iie thinks that the fate of the Comintern i
determined not by the struggle of living
xocial forces, but by some orizinal “erroe™
that has te be discovered—asx it it were a
nuatter of mathematical ea'eulation. “Why
not zo further and say: Three Imo(( n-
aly were born of the teachings of Ma and
all three were born to cellapse—therefare
we must find a “fundamentat  erro= In
Marx., We ean go even farther and say that
in spite of xcience people continue to suftee
and undergo calamities: it is clear there §s
some “fundamental error™ in seicnes.  The
problem i< not approached historieally oe
dialecticallv, hut dozmaticaliy, in the spleit
of the ¢athoi o Church, which explains all
Auman ills oy orizinal sin.  Souvarine's
theory about the Comintern ix also the the-
ory of orizinal xin. And Hennaut—alaxt—
has become the disciple of the sterile schol.
ast that is Souvarine. - . -

According to the same [Teunaut {that is to
say, Souvarine), our political line in ter-
many was wrongz from start to finish., It Is
necessary to have a fair amount of impertt-
uenee to make such an  assertlon:  And
wherein lies onr error?  Not in our analg-
=iz, nor in our proguosis, vor I our direc-
tives, but in the fact that we ealled on the
Communist workers to bring pressuse  to
their party to force it onta the path of cor-
sect policies  Instead of this we should have
xald to the workers: Dou't waste your ef-
forts, it is of no cousequence, the Comintern
Is sunk. At the same time Hennaut thinkss
The time was not ripe to creato the new Ia-
ternational.  Then wbat practical proresal
were we to make to the German wo
‘To refoct- the old  Intermational, Wi ¢
Euildinz a wew oue? Then we could all go
to sleep.  Our error—these wdants, tivorced
from geality, sce crror in the fuct that.
without hiding auything frowa the workers.
we did not discourage then, but hestlezed
vurselves to help themm niake the moat out
of the sltuation.  Auy strike feader would.

(Cuntlnued an Fara 7)
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-*<¢t the bourgeoix-democratic - revolution
ses over into the xocialist revolation,
‘which can trimmph completely only as a
" Mok in the workl revolution.
. The transgression of these prineiples has
already resulted In great damage in China,
India. Japan and other countries.

5. The theory of the permanent revolue
tion stands refuted necording to comrade P.
by the fact that the peasantry has falled In

.16 yearx to overthrow the dictatorship of
tho proletariat, contriry to the old fears of
Troteky. Thix argnent, too, goes wide of
the mark. Not only before but also after
the October revolution Ienin expressed doz-
ens of times the thought that without the
apeedy support of the world preletariat the
Soviet power would be avertirown. It was
& question of estimating cmpirically numer.
ous and contradictory factors, which it is
Impossible, to forecast aceording to the cal-
endar. I thanks to an entire series of cire
cumstances Noviet power has maiutained it-
self for 16 years in a shigle country, that is
ax Jittle evidence against the intervational
character of the revolution, as it is against
the fact that the power of resistance of the
proletarian dictatorship ix the weaker the
more numcrons the peasantry.

6. Comrade I approaches very closely to
the long refuted argument of Bucharin, that
on an international scile the proportion he-

‘:'m/ sen warkers and peasants jx not more

it
\

L orable than v is within the borders of
the Soviet Union.  This s  scholasticism,
The yuestion is decided not by static, but
by social forces, not by the average percen-
tage of workers in the entire world, hut by
the order in which the individunl countries
are drawn into the revolution. If, for ex-
ample. the Brandler leadership had net
wrecked the German revolution in 1923, the
statistical proportions between  proletariat
and peaxaniry ou a world scile would have
naturally remained unnchanged, but  the
forces of the proletarian revolntion would
bave been multiplicd manifold. Soviet Ger-
many would have pulled Furope headlong
futo the revolution. The transformation of
Furope {:to a socialist forteess would have
changed the relatiouship of forces in the
entire world, The hackward countries wonld
have enteredd into the revolution under the
most favorable circumstances. the counter.
revolutiouary convulsions would have been
Infinitely less dangerous,

T Ad regards the guestion of Socialism
In ons country, comriade P offers a number

. of awbiguous formulntions, He begins by
adducing without comment tlie famouns que-
fation from Leuiu's article In the year 19135,
on the possibility of “the victory of social-

fsm at fiest in a fow countrics or even In a

singld country™. As ix well known, Stalin
~ wced his entire theory from this quota-
« In the literaturo of the L. O.. how-

s, <ver It s proven Irrefutably, that Lerin in
this, ax In many other cases implied by “the
wictory of wocialisuy” the seizure of power by
the working cluss, Le.. the creation of the
eoclnlixt atate, but uot the erection of a
soclalizt xocicty. Or Is comrade D. the least
bit In doubt on this revre? A careful read-
ing uf.lhls quotation will dispell bls doubts,

Contribution Toward Discussion on the Basic Conceptions of the 1. C.

theory of soclalism in oue country to a hol-
low abstraction. If intervenution from wiih-
out. and counter-revolutiou at home fail to
materialize, the techbnology of the Noviets

will keep on°'growiug, the standard of liv-"

ing and the culture of the masses will con-
tinue to rise steadily and socialism can be
realized. But as comrade I’. coucedex, this
abstract possibility is unrealizable in  the
foce of the extreme xharpness of the class
antagonisms on a world scale. In his opin-
lon Russin's “backwardness™ has nothing 10
0 with the case. Natfonal backwardness
may be overcome without evercoming the
sharpening of the class war in the entire
world.

But that is just the point. To overenme
backwardness takes a long time; in the
meantime the development of the world class
struggle does not grant the U.S.S.R. an un-
limited respite.  Morcover, the overcmmiug
of backwardness puts terrific burdens upon
the toiling masses, the fact that the Russian
workers 16 years aftey the revolutic n have
not enough to eat fri ‘hiens off the workers
of nther countries; hinders the development
of world revelution and {ucreases the dan-
ger for the U. & 8. R,

0. llow is the abstract “possibility™ of
the bullding of socialism in one. countey tn
be understood at all? If Russia were alone
in the world, there would have heen uo O
tober Revolution in 1917, If one dismisses
in hix mind world economy after the Ocla-
ber Revolution, then Russia left to herself
woulil nave reverted back to capitalism. For
within the framework of the Noviet Union
capitalism had far from exhansted its pos-
sibiliticx as yet. In the ficld of production
the Soviet regime ix only now “eatching up”
tn the capitalist countrics. The dictator.
ship of the proletariat maintains jtxelf in
the U.S.S. L. because world cconomy of
which Russlan capitalism was a part, drove
into a blind alley. But mortal danger (Fas-

‘cism) threatens the dictatorship from that

VETY ®ame source,

10. The real question *“is not the possi-
bility of socialism In one country but the
international unity of the revolutionary eluxs
struggle”. In this formula P. transforms
the international unity into the same sort
of an abstraction as he previously did with
the building of socialism in one country. If
one teaches the workers that the wardinge
off of military intervention guaranices the
coniplete and final victory of socialism in
the U.S.8.R., then the question of world rev-
olutlon loses its simifignce, and the for-
eign policy comes down to the prevention of
interventlon. In thix way the Stalinist ha-
reaucrncy has ruined the Comintern and can
ruin the Soviet state. The theory of social-
ism in ome country and the internation:l
unity of the proletariun struggle exclude
each other in reality. ' )

11. The bureancracy fn the U.S.5.R. i«
neither # moral nor a technolozical factor
but a social one, Le., a class factor, The
struggle between the socialist and capitalist
tendencles assumed primarily the charncter
of a struzgle between the social interests
represeited by the state and the personal
Interests of the consumers, the peasants, the

the International

e —mrveme

L.
In the miven shtuation the overcominz wt
cli aniingonisms means the harmonizing
of the svial fnterestx of prcinction with the
Personitl interest of the consumiers, while

during.tbe present staze of deysigpment per.
sonal Interest still vemains the prime movee

of ccouemy. Has this  harmonizing  heen
accompli: vl?  No!  The growth of bu.
reaneritism - retleets the  growth  of  the

contradiction between the private and soeial
interests. Representing the “social” futer-
exts, the burcaneraey identitics them to o
larze mwasare with itx own interests. It

“draws the distinetion between the social and

the private in accordance with its own pri-
vate inferests,  This ereates a still greater
teusion hetween the coutradjetlons and conse-
auerty feads< 1o a further growth of burcan-
ertisin. - Al the botiom of thyse provesses
lie the backwardness of the UN.N.4% and its
isclation in its capitalist enviromuent,

120 The empiricists <y, that for 16 years
the Noviel power has been  makiug rapid
strides and should this continne soclalism
will most certiaindy be completed. We reply
to thiz that “xhoold this continue™, the pro-
must inevitably lead 1o an iuternal
explogion, maost probably with the aid of a
shock from ontside, bt posxibly also with-
ont one. Military intevvention Is, generally
speaking, ouly ditngevons (o the extent that,
tirst, it finds within the Roviet Voion an ex-
treme sharpening of the contradictions and,
secondly, that milivary jntervention cretes
a breach for the intervention of cheap capi-
falist zoods.  Both of these conditions show
that the problem of socialism is not solved
and dnsolar as it ix not a gquestion [n the
domain of abstraction hut {2 the sphere of
veality—that it will not be solved without
revolution,

CEONS

15 From these considerations some  es-
pecilly elever people draw the conclusion,
that we are robhing the Russiin workers of
their “perspectives™,  Others go still further
sl aceuse us of denying the usefuloess and
necessity  of socialist construction  in the
UNSR.: why indeed build if nothing (1)
resulis anyway (D, [t 15 hardly  worth
while 1o reply to such an absurdity, 'If {
say that tlwe human organism cannot lve
without breathing fresh air, 1 do uot deny
thereby the benetits of nutrition, uor the
importance of the stomach us an organ ot
digestion,

H. USSR, AND COMINTERN. What
comrade P, sayx about the dependence of
the Comintern upon the political interests of
the Noviet burcaucracy ix by and large cor-
rect and bas been. contrary to his assee-
tions, repeatedly stated in the literature of
the L. Nevertheless, even here comrade
I flermits himself ambiguous formulations
il not mistakes.  Thus he says that the So-
viet burcanevaey has artificially transferred
itx luternal controversies iuto the Comin-
tern. I one disregards the criminal meth-
s of the burcancracy (the throttling of
eriticism, frand, (orgery. framed accusa-
fions aned venalityy, the faet neverrheless re-
mains that the factional groupings within
the .S T, were essentially of internation-
al signideance,: ‘Uhls iy especially true of
the LO. True. It developed on the immedi-
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; tempos of industrialization and the regime in
the party. DBut even these questions imme-
. dlately came to assume juternational im-
poriance. The problem of bureaucratism af-
fected the Cowmint2:m immediatdy sid aile
rectly. Back in 1924-1925 the struuxgle con-
tered entircly arouni the question of the
- German revolution {“the Lessons of Octo-
oer™). In 102G the struggle became acute
on the question of the Angle-Itussian Com-
‘coup d'etat in
Poland. The ycur 14527 stands completely
ander the sfgn of the Chinese IRevolution.
Through all these years: runs the struzsgie
on the question of the “Workers anl [eas-
ants Partic” for the Kast, on the Crestine
tern (Peasunt International, and by the by,
where bas it disappearcd to?), ete. 1028 is
the year of the struzuele over the program
of the Comintern.  1929-1953%: ultra-Leftism
in the cconomic policr of the U.S.N.R., the
“Third Periol”, ilic Spanish revolutien, the
problem of Fascism. The C.P.G.-Opp. igz-
wored the most impoTiait questions of inter-
national revolutionary strategy and unfor-
tunatcly this reflects jtself taday quite nega-
tively in the S.A.I%. leadership.

15. .On CENTRISM Coinrade 1. makes
a major cthodological mistake when he
refases to recognize the apparently “Rus-
sian” division of the Comnunist camp into
Lefts, Centrists and Rizhts. In his opinion
the Rights in Itnssia are actualiy lignida-
tors. In the West, however, the pereentage
of liquidators among the Rights is not larze.
“The course of the best section of the C.P.
G.0., which by way of the S.A.I has come
around very close to tie L.0. . .. speaks
clearly enougih for itself”. Al these con-

_ xiderations apart from whether they are es-

“atially correet or not, do not refute but
~..ppart our classification, especiaily the di-
vision of the Centrists into Rights and
Lefts. In order for the S A1 to approxi-
nate the ideas of the 1..0.. its members had
to split away from the left wing of social
democracy while its leaders had to break
with the Brandlcrites. Ideologically, how-
cver, (His process is not yeu comnleed.

It comrade 1% wants to siy that not all
the Rrandlerites are lost for the revalution,
we will gludly admit this. To take the path
of revolution (under the present historical
conditions, the path of the New Iuternation-
al) they must Lreak with toe rizht centrist
and especially with the Centrist peenliari
ties and methods (the disdainful attitnde to-
ward theory, the inudequate nndersianding
of the international organization, and the
disregard for prohicms of revolutionary
Rlrategy or the supplanting of them by ques-
tions of tactic ete.).

One may set up ax a general rule that the
Gitipathy toward the concept Centrism and
toward all furihier subdivisions of centrism
s typleal of tendencics which are ecither
Centrist themselves er have not et finally
Ireed  themiselves from their intellectual
8Lrphousness, .

16. The collapse of German social deino-
€racy aud the German Communist party ushe.
“5d In & whole perind of dezeneration, fer-
ntatlon and reerystailization within the

sfarian vanguard. But in the given

. -c.“lcrm(‘m:\timf' means nothing else than

i Vwing through intermediate or centrlst
~-~\ of development,  Whether in any ine
.»‘}.wual ease we have to deal with degenera-

., 4 or revolutionary recrystalization de-

pends upon the direction in wheh the move- ~ tion. They must act as cadres {a part o

ment I question takes place: from left to
right, or from right to left, and =o on. llenze
flows the necossity to differentiate between
right ceutrism, Icft centrism..ete. These
concepts of course are wothing abzalute. But
relative as they ere, they are quite indis-
pensnble Jor Marxist ocientation, in contra-
distinction to a vulgar and empirieal oricn-
tation. Q’roletarian politiciaus can as little
dispense with them as the mariners with the
map and compasx, .
17. Let us take two examples: the Nor-
wegian Workers Party (N.A%) and the
Swerdixh Independent Communist Party, The
NI Qs steering a course from Centrisxm
to Reformism. T complete this develop-
mert without internal explosiond Traumael
needed & mask and o eover. This covering
was supplied himm by hix connection with the
independent socialist parties of other coun-
trics. Today, feeling bimsclf firmly in the
saddle, he is heginning to repay by kicking
those whn held his stirrups; an expericnce

- by no means new,

It is a grave opportunistic mistake for the
S.AD and OK.D. leaders to have sigued to-
gether with Tranmael the resolution for a
joint light for the rebirth of the revolation-
ary (1 movement: which mistake resulted
from a4 vulzarly empirical attitude toward
the task of mathering forces aud a lack of
Marxist evaluation of their tendencies and
course of development.

The Swedish  Independent  Communist
Party, as far as [ am able to judge on the
basix of extremely meager materiai. is de-
veloping from the Braudler position townrd
the Jeft. It goes withont xaying that every
revolutionary  Internationalist  will  strive
with mizhit and main in order that thix de-
velopment may lead toward a rapproache-
ment and to comon endeavors on the basix
of the principles of the New Internatiounal,
But it i< impermissible to pass off hopes for
actual facts by substituting a possibla to-
morrew for today. The Swedish parvty not
only voted for the sume resolution together
with Tranmael but it also refused to sigm
the dceclaration for the 4th  International,
Althor 2l they are a* reed upon the necessity
of a Mew Juternational in principle, the
party leaders consider its proclamation to
be “prematnre™. Actually a cenirist vacila-
tion lies behind this attitude. Today it is
not a question of proclaiming the New In-
ternational but of proclaiming the necessity
for the New International and of formulat-
Ing its basic principles before the eves of
the working class of the world.

Inasmuch as under these circumstances
the S.A.I. and G.S.P. sizued the declaration
for the New International with one hand
and with the other (he declaration tozether
with Tranmael, Balabonova, Paul Louis aund
others, they hinder the formation of neces-
sary clarity, they set the vacillators a new
example of vacillation, they retard the rev-
olutionary developent of the Swedish Parts
as well as that of a number of oilicr orzan-
izatious. One cannot be guidedd sclely by
the ambitlon te amass as much as possible.
Oue has to keep a political chart and a com-
pass before oneself.  Mass quantity can be
the result only of principled quality.

18. Comirade P. is quite correct when he
Insists that the sections of the old L.O. cease
to feel themselves only as the opposition or
only as &uxillaries to the Russian Qpposi-

the cadres) of the new national pariges an
New Iaternatlonal.  Comrade P. differantt
ates himself favoradly in this question fro
thexe empiricists who do not understand th
vangnard role of the L.O., because they al
low themseivex to be gulded at botte:  wy
purely trade unien coriterion (the [{L]
of bare numbers), Instead of by ald 8 drxis
criterion which proceeds from the decisyy
role of theory, principles and mecthods,

1. The {dea of comrade P. that w
shonld keep u catalozne of the dead and
living sections of the Comintern is false.
This question has been  sutliclently dealt
with in our discuscion. If in this or another)
country we shall be able to capture the ma-
Jjority in the national section, thea It will
nat be by means of the idea of reform. but
throuzh openly establishing the New Inter-
national.  Thus did the Third International
in {tx own day capture the majority of the
Freuch social democeracy,

20. It Is quite correct that n the litera.
ture of the L.O. very important questions of
most modern cconomic and political devel-
opments have not been treated. Treatises of
such nature presuppose the growth of the
widres, the assimiiativn of new forces, a
broader division of labor including tho the-
vretical work. -

On the other hand one must reallze that
the theorctical work of the various tendens
ciex as well as the immedixte development
of worlkl cconomy and palitics during the
Iast decade hiax produced nothing in contrae
diction to the most important progranmatie
and strategic principles of the L.O. and {ts
revolutionary perspective.  In this lies *he
Rreatest guarantee for the succesy #rsu
future construction. ST,

Notice to All Sections

Ifere Js your second BULLETIN. But to
date no section has responded to the appeal
in our first number.

“The problem of the regulne appearance
of our BULLETIN is the problein of close-
and regular collaloration of all the come
tades with the LS. It ix not only necessary
to xet up a regular infermation  service
about the life of the scctions, but alse a
rexular sending of the necessary funds
(from xubscriptions, sales, cte.) :

Each leaders<iip must appoint an lnterna-
tional ecorrespondent for our press and oue-
responsible for our BULLETIN, in direct
“entiet, both of them, with our editors and
cur administration.™

As 1o both the ideologic collaboration and
the material support. nothing has come
through to us so far. But if our BULLETIN
is to appear regularly, both of these condie
tions niust e met.

Fach HULLETIN c¢omes to abot 300
francs. Upkeep (printinz letter heads, ete.)
aiso takes abaut 250 francs. The L.S. has
advanced the necessary funds until p- -.
Nevertheless the BULLELTIN should ba" ?5
tirely the responsibility of the sectlons-
its improvement and maintenance depend on
it. .

We Insist upon this once more In order
that the national leaderships may got busy
on it at once.

—The Editors and Admlinistsation,
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act in the same way. Otherwise, he is no

‘he rozd to health for Hennaut is to start

! (oﬂdcr, but an untrustworthy capitulator!

-

“discusston” with Souvarine, the Dordig-
fsts, Urbalins, aod other hopeless groups.
As it this discusslon had not been conducted

during the past years; as if it had not un-

dergone the test of events, us if a round
table discussion at a “conference” could add
anything to political experience already
clarjfied by a long theoretical discussion!
We inust see, says Henunaut, if there is not
ssomething” correct in Souvarine and all the
“Communist” groups and grouplets. lHen-
paut himself can not make up his mind to
say clearly and simply just what he bas
found about them that is correct. Ie re-
commends that we *search’]. But all our

dally Jabor is to search ont for cach ques-

tion the most exact answer. We bave ela-
borated our meihods, we have our answers,
we have our criticisms of other puints of
view. IHennaut does pot grant this enor-
mmous collective Jabor his approval, passes
by all that we have done, and propuses to

busyt himself with “rescarches™ and “dis-

cussion” as if we were just born today, A
sterlle position, entirely impregnated with
the spirit of Souvarinism!

It is partcularly naive to say that our
participation in the Puris Conference, when
we were “seated at the same tuble” with the
Pupists and others, represents an “epportun-

- st error”, Thus, for Heunaut, what unites
( not Marxist principles, but—the table!
.¢ doeg not suy u word abont the contents
of our Decluration and our resoiution which
received four signatures. He forgets or
he can not understand that swe have pre-
served complete freedom of action and of
eriticism of our allics. The fact that the
S.AP and the O.8.1 voted for the resolu-
tion of the seven witbout reservatious and
consequently entirely wronzly, shows surely
that our allies have net arrived at the clar-
ity Indispensable for Maryists, DBut were
we not the first to herald this error in our
press?  Through joint Inbors as wcil as
through criticism we can help our allies to
attain the necessary clarity.

Henpaut's arguments against the strugzle
for the Fourth International are no less
false and removed from life than the rest
of his rationalizations. “For the creation
of the Third International”, he says, “the
war and the Russian Revolution were need-
ed”. Many repeat this formula without re-
flection and without reservation. 7The war
did not facilitate, but on the contrary ren-
dered enorinously more diflicult the work of
.the revolution, especially internationally.
This is why all skeptics like Hennaut con-
sldered the slogail for the Third Interna-
tional “inopportuue” aud even *“absurd” dir-
ing tho war. Now, to a certain extent. Fas-
cism plays the role played Ly tho war iu
*O1418, all the more since Fascism is pre-

flug a mew war. DBut—says Hennaut—
0 ereate the Third International the Hus-
‘a;l\fl?: :ll‘?c?)]\\:t:;? “l'us uls'o nooded.”‘} rcma.tk-
lutiory fall fro. 3ut did Ull{ Ilu:‘smx{ Revo-
victory of th m keaven? Ior tle gcaobcr
ts was necozsx:roletnriat the Holshcv'zk par-
epirit of Stal.{n‘ riy{. permeated not with the

~himenev (March 1917) but

.

with the spirit of Lenin. ¢ In other words:
ft was necessary for Lenin, even at the be-
ginning of the war, under the most ditlicult
and unfavorable circumstances, to begin the
struggle for the Third International without
reckoning with the skeptics, those who hin-
der and confuse everything. 'The creation
of the Commuuist International took place
not at the First Congress in 1019 (that was
a pure formality) but in the preliminary
processes of preparation, under the tlying
colors of the Third International. The de-
ductions for our immediate tasks flow au-
tomatically from this historical analogy.

'y this letter I do not in the least intend
to interfere in your negotiations. If Hen-
naut’s group or, a part of it joius with our
section, I can only rejoice. But Hennaut's
idea that the condition of future success is
the reunion of all the oppositivnal wreckage
with the Third International, is radically
vrong. It is necessary to weigh and ap-
praise this wreckage, not by names and pre-
tensions, but by actual theoretical and po-
litical content.  Anyone who hus something
to say does not wait for a general conference
of unknown date, but publishes his ideas in
the form of a program, of theses, articles,
an dixcourses. Whoever appeals to a fu-
ture conference to save him, a cenference
which is to fiud “something”, discover
“something™, only demonstrates that he has
no ideas whiatsoever. I have no doubt this
is as plain to you as it is to me.

Vith warmest good wishes for your suc-
CONK,

—G. GOUROY.

InternationclCommunistl.eague
e . 1 3 .
Formed in Soutn Africa

(We have received the following letter
from onr newly  constituted  Cemmunist
League of South Africa.—Ed.)

Dear Comirades:

The Bolshievist Leninist League of Johan-
nesburgd, which held its first meeting as a
formally constituted group in April 1934,
has instructed me to get into touch with
the Militant, with a view to atfiliatinz our
group to the IPourth Internutional. Since it
is as readers of the Militant that iaost of
us were drawa together, we turn naturally
to yon for assistance in building up a South
Afrvican section of the Fourth International.
Our group cousists at present of  twelve
members, tive of whom are Africans, the
rest luropeans,

You will probably be interested to learn
what became of the previous group which
communicated with you. It finally collapsed
through  lack of experience, of political
leadership and of -perspectives.  Qur com-
rades made an attempt to revive the gpoup.
At tirst this was not successful but we did
estublish a training class for African work-
crs, it has countinued for more than a year
and is now part of our prosent activities.

It is with circumspection that we now
approach you; there i3, of cuurse, no guar-
antee that our group will not suiter the
same ignominjous coilapse as its predeces-
sor, We can only hope to demonstrute our
sizeerity and theoretical soundness by our
future activities,

. Qur activities up to the present have beeu
restricted to hammering out & program at

League meetings beld once a week, besldes
such tritining classes, weekly lectures, study
cireles, fraction work—in trade unicus augd
other workers organizativns—as our severe-
Iy limited material and human resourc.s
permit.  We are also tackling the task of
organized African workers, a task wlich
the C.1"S.A., with its burcaucrutic reriwe
and Cemintern  leadership bas rot  ooly
failed to inaugurate, but has rendered even
more ditlicult.  We have begun with the na-
tive balery and laundry workers.

We aiso hope to publish a mouthly dupii-
cated talletin in the very near future aod
are preparing a decluration of our profram
and principles for publication in the first
jssue.  We hope to increase our memwmbership
considerably upon the apprurance of this
bulletin.

We have written to the Lenin Club, Cuape-
town, and have reccived formal uknowledge-
ment of reeept of our Jetters and the prow-
ixe of a1 detailed reply at a later date, but
up to the present no discussion has taken
plisce between us.

During the recent period our trade unton
commitice has held a series of factory gate
mectings ut the laundries which employ ou
the Rand about a thousand native workers.
As a 1esult of these meetingds, a genernl
meeting at which uearly all the haoundrie
were represented. was held in June, aml ¢
new Alrvican union forined, the lasxt union
having disintegrated after the exprilsion of
its crooked secretary., ‘The sceroiary g
organizer of the new union are cexceilent
militanfs. At this general mecting the Stals
inists were decisively rejected by the work-
ers.” Our efforts are now bent towands eue
suing a correet policy for the laundry work-
ers union by buildinf up the Doelshevik-
Leninist friaction within the union, MWoe hove
also ta~kled the task of reorzunizing he
native bakery workers.  Leailets are being
jssued and contacts nuude.  We {ear that
the bakers' union, however, will present i
mensely greater difliculties than the iavu-
dry workers union aud it is notl vinilxely
that we may fail in this task owing to tiv
many adverse tactors.

We cuclose a copy of our dralt constitu-
tion to he formally adopied upon wiliadi
to the FFourth Internativnal; and a ¢
a letter to the DPolitical Burcan of the Cln
S.A. submitted in April 193¢ and followed
by the immediate expulsions fronm they party
of Comrudes .. .. for open “Troniyist” se-
tivities. These expelled comrades are Low
members of the Leazue.

With revolutionary greetings,

The Germqn Left Opsosition

(Coutinued from "age 2)
in the Gevimman-language  revolutionary
groups, which, in the light of the tGerman
experience, hope to aveid a siwmilar fate

The Germun L.O. IS deprived of its maier-
ial base._ Enormous tasis and remariibic
opportutitics are ofiercd to us in our =ivug
gle for a new Commuuist Pasty in Gerninny,
fn our strugsde against the miost jowesio
and the most dangerous  Fuscismyoin (e
worid,  Our saccesses, far Lot
can become more important if
greater moral and material supistt
our foreign comrudes, Uhe QGerinaa Lot
(I.K.D.) i3 convinced thut the ajepsi G0 0

ternational solldarity {8 not made in vaiin

b
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What Is the Socialist’ Revolutionary Partyi
It was founded in 1929, after the decline
.of the Comintern had become apparent to

Jl kernel of revolutionary workers of this
I

. responsible putschisin represented

great role in the elections.

<country. At its foundation the party took
as its point of departure the Octuber 1917

_ @Revolution In Russia and recognizéd the

great merits of the first years of existence
of the Comintern under the leadership of
Lenin and Trotsky. It Lased a continuance
of its work on this period and rejected on
principle the anti-Marxist theory of social-
fsm in one country jnveiuted by Stalin. We
established that parallel to the degeneration
of revolutionary theory, the puuctice of the
Comintern alco became a practice of vacil-
lating back and forth bLetween the most ir-
by at-
tempting to strike for demands under cir-
cumstances where they were condenned to
failure In advance und other hopeless con-
flicts, and on the other hand of attaching
thewmselves to all sorts of bourgevis intellee-
tuals with an idea of riding in on their
ticket. Examples of the bankruptey of the
Comintern and the abominable tactics in

- the Far East in relation to the Chinese -

workers, can be matched by examples from
here, from the Weost, in Spain and in Ger-
many, to demonStrate the hollowness of the
phrases of the Comintern and its represen-
tatives . . . corresponding in no case to the
activities actually conducted by the Comin-
tern. It is the usual phenomenon of trans-
forwation from quantity to quality, accord-
ing to which the movement must reach the

. pojnt where differences in tacties become

principled differences which justify the form-
ation of a new orgunization just as previous-
Iy we saw the birth of new party organiza-
tions in the bourgeois world and among the
soclal democrats. .
Our Revolutionary Socialist Party must
therefore take ns {ts point of departure the

" bankruptcy of tbe Second International as

shown in the years 1914-18, and the bank-
ruptey of the Third International shown
Just as clearly in Germany at the beginning

ot 1933,

Our Revolutionary Seocialist party must
commit itself to the path of the new Inter-
national, of the reassembling of forces, by
" which international revolutionary Maraian
soclalism, as practiced by Lenin, shall be
restored to its former place of honor, and
fn order that we may no more witness such
miserable results as that the principal suz-
cesses of the Communist movement are those
accomplished by Litvinoff in the world of
capltalist business.

Tho Cabinet of the “Seven Provinces”

Events in the “Seven Provinces” plaved a
In the bourgceois
parties there was an agreement to play up
the fdea of the necessity for Authority, and
in this way the base was laid on which M.
Colljn succeeded in forming his cabinet. The
cabinet has a strong position, although it
‘s unparlinmentary. The scif-styled Hberul
tinocracy I8 so pleased with its role that it
retired from the “Seven Provinces”, declar-
fog to tho indignation of the “Standard”
that the action of M. Colijn definitely put
an cod to the former political antithises.
The liberal democrats wish to Instali them-
solvey permaucntly in their new character.

EXTRACTS FR

Y

Mr. President! It scems that we run into
more difficultles amung the counter-revolu-
tionists, the more principled we are. Wo
see au anulogous circumstance tn the poll-
tical history of this cabinet since its short
existence, we sce that just as the German
Nazis reaped all the benefit from the provo-
cation of the Reichstag fire, just as the bour-
geois purties In this country where, In ac-
cordance with the words of Marx, they are
for the first time united in a single reac-
tionary bloc, are reaping here all the bene-
fits acerning from the *“Seven Proviuces”,

This cabinet carrics out the orders of the
big employers’ organizations in recent years.
This cabinet claims to be democemtic but it
is preparing to bury democracy. This cab-
fnet would be unable to prevent the deser-
tion to the fascist camp of the large groups
that have broken away from the bourgeois
[arties.  On this question 1 am fundament-
ally opposed to the opinfon of M. de Geer
who entertains us with magic formulas, and
who in iy opinion works too much with
these magic formulas when he asserts and
swears that the character of the Dutch
people {3 such that in this country we have
1no need to fear submergence by the fascist
wave, )

The Rise of the Fzscist Wave

On this subject perhaps it is fortunate
(we are speaking now of the N.S.B.) tbat
the daily {utlux of elements from the most
diverse layers of our population have such
confidence in their own development.

Siuce M. Alberse in his argument speaks
serjouxly of these matters, e is perhaps re-
acting in response to the speech made in
the Concert Hall in Amsterdam by the pro-
pagandist of the N.S.B., where M. Vlekke,
speaking of the encyclicals of the N.S.B.,
remarked that one third of the N.S.B. were
Catbolics. Actually there is no need for
anyone to speak of any general desertion of -
liberalism by the youth. In the first place
we have to deal with a stage of intellectual
life in the Dutch universitics, an iutellec-
tual life used to dealing with pelitical and
social problems and having given birth io
the De Masseert movement; and I consider
that the present circumstances are such that
no bourgeois party is in a position, even if
it wished to do so, to put up am effective

‘dike ngainst the fascist flood.

The paper, De Standaard, devoted to the
President, has several times tendered its
uppreciation to the German Nazi movement
which has saved Germany from the rise of
the proletarian revolution. M. Josephus
Jitta expressed bimself similarly before the
democratic liberal youth, when he said that
faxcism migzht have its uses. He who finds
bimself in this frame of mind and conducts
propizanda such as that put out by the
Standaard and the democratic liberals,
should understand that the great perplexity
of the middle classes, for which the govern-
ment knows no solution in spite of its plen-
ary powers and in spite of the great power
of Mr. Verschnur, will inevitably contribute
to provezing the displacement of consider
able layers of peasants, of the middle class-
es, of intellectuals, and of members of the
liberal professions. ’

Some time ago I formulated a political
oplinion according to which the special treat.

OM SPEECH BY SNEEVLIET- - o

ment of the N.8.B. movement by the govern-
ment should be considered and explaived u
this way—the use of this movement ay a last
resort when it will no longer be poy/” te to
govern by. purliamentary democrac

1 have to modify this opinion since the
explanations which bave been offercd-to this
very Chamber and I must =ay.that on this
subject it is more correct to draw an ana-
logy between the Colijn goverument and the
Bruening government that did not recugnize
the gravity of the fascist danger in Germany,
Just as here this danger is not understood
by the government.

It Is a Question of Forms of Property

That Is why this perspective shows it up.
Nune of the points mentioned mean that the
government that raises itself by force cun
assume as a fundamentul basiy the certainty
that it can ussure a further rise. It has not
this certainty and it is for this reason that
it has not the fwpornut Justification for its
scts that it might have. No bourgeoisie
cun have this certainty. 1 could cite ex-
tracts to prove that even in the otlicial doca-
fents on the orientation we are following,
there is no question of it. ‘I'he members of
parllament that supported the poverument
in their last sumnming-up remarked that it
i4 impossidble to attuck the government for
not baving detinite plans in an epvch when
there Is no staubility anpwhere. But this 4
stabjlity will never return because there is
the great truth and the kernel of my argu-

iment—Marx's prophesy is carried out, The
system of production has urrived re-
concilable contrudictions with prope and

those who support these property relations:
(The origiunl manuscript  is mumnted‘
here for fifteen lines. It is possible to get
a general idea. Ile speaks of the golden
calf and the government's attempt to bol- 4
ster up private property and attacka tkem
for provoking danger [undoubtedly fu re-

gard to the N.8.B.])). R
The Existence or the Nou-Existened
the Working c.l:;sz

To this we oppose the “to bdfor not to be®
of the working clasy, and there Is no quess’
tion of semdling truckloads of lefters and ves..
quests, us in Germany, to Bruenipg, Ve
Schleicher, or Von Papen, who will certaiy
Iy find a place to file them away; buat it wi i
be a question of mobilizing the actual fore
of the working class in a united front, whick]
the social democrats and communists comsl
pletely bungled in Germany until Februarg?
27 when Stamphfer, cliief editor of the Bepss
lin “Vorwaerts”, wished to have an¥fntepsd
view with Torgler at the Relehstag tolereaté]
at the lust minute a defense front abwinge’
Hitler. This united frout Is necessary. -

“THE NEW INTERNATIONAL® &
We call to the attention of the readers of
the International Bulletin thut the montuly
theoretical mufazine of the Leage  "he
New Intermuational earrics regularly ... ita
“Archives” section fmportaut and hitherto
unpublished documents of the Left Qpposi-
tion. The comiug issue will contain L. D. '
Trotsky's analysis of the Stalinist course
fu relation to the Anglo-Russiun Commit-
tee,





