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. The Plenum ¢f the lntcrnatlonal Teft Op-,
1 Mo (Dolshevis-Lenizists), in

l\

toward the Iourtih Lmiernational, simultuze

cusly decided to chanue our name from.
Left Opposition,” to tbat of “he Taterna-
tional Communist League”, an importunt and
essential trausformaticn.

.Thero §s no queostion of a new organiza-
tlon Involved licre; the I. I. O. coutinues its
work, adapting its cxternal forms and its
content to the new tasks posad by the histor-
feally established fact that the Third Iater-
patlonal, subscrvient to the Stalinist bureau-
cracy, that is. to the theory of “sonialisrm ia
a single country,” has demonstrated by the
defeat of the Germar Revoiution aud tho
triumph of Miilerism, its total and irremed!-
gble faliure,

As-loug as there wes any hope or chance
of bricging the C. I. back to thé principies
and Mne lald down by its first Congresses,
tho L. O. s:ru":nod fuside the C. I. as u frac-
tion, to regenerate and reform it. The fact
that , 1. pas shown no sign of reaction
to” the Shlfniat poison even after such a
‘welghbty and gecisive detedt as that sustained
by the workiGg class in Germany, clearly re-

ia.$hat tl'.\u is mo lonzer a living orgaaisma
W of recovering and rezaining its feot,
Mtting corpse. ‘The ealvation of ail
Maliby and alive ia the international
Wovement, the reorgabizativn of the
d rovolutionary forces, amd, lnally,
"o bringing of lizut into the chags caused
by all the reverses of the sroletariat, con be
tcehioved only throuza a new Ia'e'no.w'ml

? To algsalize this mew orfentation, t&
fucdzmeatal turn {n the course of theo "Op-

’ i .
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deciding
August 1933 gession to give up thc:
cllo?t to rcform the C. 1. aud to orient itsclf

position”, the latter has taken the naize “In-*
ternational Communist League  (Polsbovik-
Leainists)",
resnonds  to the crganization’s chauge of]
direction. )

If, as Mars noted, the number of sccts
grows inversely to the rate of growth of the
labor movcmnent, it is also true that these
scets are without any lfe or prospects. They
porish quite as casily as they are born. Tce
task ‘of reorgunizing the revolutionary forces,
of bringing unity amoong so mauy opposing
tendencics. of guiding and directing the inter-
national Inbor movemenut, belonzs alone to an
organization which bases itself on the coa-
cepiion worked ont by Marx and verified by
the Octuber Revolution., It is this concep-
tion which gave force to the Lelt Opposition
during the past ten years, acd which guar-

_antecs the future of the International Com-

munist Leugue. The latter has pothing la
common with all these ephemeral forma-
tions: its nature and character directly re-
call the mature and character of iis zgreat
forerunner: that “Leazue of Commuriats™
which first stirred the internctional cobscl-
ousness of the workisg class by armicg it
with the theoretical weapoas for its eman-
cipation.

This relationship between the two Leagues
has not teen created artiticlaliy by us, out
o! a dosite to calm an illustrious tracition,
1t is estadlished by the fact—blstorically
proven—that the principles and aims of tae
intecnational Communist League are tte
same as those on which tke League of Com-
munists  was founded: to uaite the prole-
tarians of all countries for the overtutn of
the bourgeoisie and the establisbmeat of a
new socicty without classes and without prive

This c¢hunie of name then, coz-:

‘- social-patriotism recreaced itsolf:
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ate property; in one word, for the victory ol
tho proletarian revolution in all caunrries
Since the founding of the drst Iengsd of
Communists, the internntioral X:tr.r etz Xy o
ment has gone throuzh zreat ¢ifents and
great victories. First of ail. after a victory
came the defecat of the I'Mris Conuznna
wtich resulted in the disappearanco of
First International and the forces of revsice
tion. But the decfeated proletariat  raised
ftsclt azain with greater virzor and povwer,
After the sad years of victorious ccunter-
revolution, the Internatinonal ard tle labor
movement expericaced an ever grenter ox-.
pansion throughout the worid. Tie wariiz;
class grew boundlessly. Iis mizh: brg Le—
come gigantic. But the class ecnemy Lbad
raized Its own supports in the verr basam of
the working class, and whea toe Lour of
strusgle sounded in 1014 treachery snowred
ftsclf openly: the Sccond Intercaticza! cci-
lopased, crushed by opportunism and sociale
patriotism (national *sceiallsm”). Ia orlcr
‘to find a way out of the coatradgictisns
strangling it, the bourgeoisie had '3
to war. War zave birth to the October Dov-
olution ard the fall of tho most powerful
monarchies of Central Eurone. Occe again
the international proletariat rose. Ani ths
International crushed by onpnmartunizm  czd
thaove wa3

oo

Tooo

born the Tkird, the Commu
But the Cémmunist Intvrzziienal Lis foil-

ed in its task of spreadicg

olutio-x over

the Qciober Tes-
tke world, o: e*’.._“l"

.
tos

‘rlcs. and l.l'at ox’ all to z‘.xn oubc:
countries.

1.4.43 -
It has failed ia this task teoaTze
(Contiaued on Pago 7)
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Tov}ard a Fourth ﬁh&erhat’idnal'

The Declaration of Four
In full realization of the great historic re-

“sponsibility which devolved upon them, the

undersigned organizations have unanimously
decided to combine their forces for jolnt
work for the regencration of the revolution-
ary proletarian movement on an interna-
tional scale. - As the basis for their activity
they lay down the following principles: :

1. The mortal crisis of imperialist capital-
ism, which has taken the props out from un-

- der reformism (Social-democracy, the Second

International, the bureaucracy of the Inter-
national Federation of tradc-unions), poses
fmperatively the question of the break with
reformist policy and of the revolutionary
struggle for the conquest of power and the
establishment of the proletarian dictatorsbip
as the only means for the transformation of
capitalist society into a socialist soclety.
2. The problem of the proletarian revolu-
tion bears, by its very nature, an internation-
al cbaracter. The proletariat can build &
complete socialist society only on the basis
of the world division of labor and world co-
operation. ‘The undersigned categorically re-
ject, therefore, the theory of “socialism in
the very
fonndation of proletairan internationalism.
3. No less energetically must be rejected

" the theory of the Austro-)Marxists, centrists

and Left reformists who, under the pretext
of the international character of the social-
fst revolution, advocate an expectant passiv-
ity with regard to their own country, deliver-
fog thereby the proletariat in reality ioto
the hands of Fascism. A proletarian party
which evades the scizure of power under the
present historic  conditions, commits the
worst of betrayals. The victoricus -prole-
tarfat of one country must strengthen its
pational dictatorship by socialist construc-
tion, wrich remains of necessity incomplete
and contradictory until the working class
seizes political power in at least a few ad-
vanced capitalist countries. Simultancously,
the victorious working class of one country
must direct all its efforts to the extension

* of the socialist revolution to other countries. .

The contradiction between the national cbar-
acter of the scizure of power and the inter-
national character of socialist society can
be resolved only by courageous revolution-
ary action.

4. The Third International whlch grew
out of the October revolution laying down
the principles of proletarian policy in the
epoch -of imperialism and giving the world
proletariat the first lessons in the revolution-
ary struggle for power, fell victim of a chain
of historical contradictions. The treacher-
2us role of the social-democracy, the imma-

. turity and inexperience of the Communist

parties led to the breakdown of the post war

" revolutionary movements in the East and in

the West. The isolated position of the pro-
letarian dictatorship in a backward country
gave sn extraordioary power to the ever
more conservative and nationally-limited

"Soviet burcaucrucy. The slavish dependence
~-0f the scctions of the Comintern on the So-

viet tops led, in its turn, to a new scries of
grave defeats, to bureaucratic degeneration
to the theory and practice of the Comnmunist
partics, to their organmizational. weakening
and more than that, the Comintern proved
not only incapable of fulfilling its historie
role but became more and more of an obsta-
cle in the way of the revolutionary move
ment.

5. The advance of Fnoclsm in Germany
put the organizations of the working class
to a decisive test. The social-democracy
once more confirmed the designation given it
by Rosa Luxemburg and revealed itself for
the second time as “the stinking corpse”. The
overcoming of the organizaticns, ideas and
methods of reformism is the nccessary pre-
requisite for the victory of the working
class over capitalism.

6. The German events re\cnlcd with no
less force the collapse of the Third Interna-
tional., Despite its fourtcen years existence,
despite the experience gained in gigantic bat-
tles, despite the moral support of the Soviet
state and the plentiful means for propaganda,
the Communist party of Germany revealed
under conditions of a grave economic, social
and political crisis, conditions excepiionally
favorable for a revolutonary incapacity and
thercby showed conclusively that despite the
heroism of many of its members it had be-
eomq totally incapable of fulfilling its his-
toric role.

7. The position of world capitalism; the
frightful crisis which plunged the working
masses into unhcard of misery; the revolu-
tionary movement of the oppressed colonial
masses; the world danger of Fascism; the

perspective of a new cycle of wars which.
threaten to destroy the whole human culture

—these are the conditions which imperative-
ly démand the welding together of the pro-
letarian vanguard into a new (fourth) In-
ternational. The undersigned obligate them-
selves to direct all their forces to the forma-
tion In the shortest possible time of this In-
ternational on the firm foundation of the
theorciic and strategic prmcxples laild down
by Marx and Lenin.

8. While ready to co-operate-with all the -

organizations, groups and factions which are
actually developing from reformism or bu-
reaucratic centrism _(Stalinism) towards
revolutionary Marxian policy’ the wunder-
signed at the same time dcclare that the

new Internatizial cannot tolerate any com-"—~

ciliation towards reformism or centr’sm. The

necessary unity of the working class move--

ment cannot be attained by.the blurring of
reformist and revolutionary conception, or
the adaptation to the Stalinist policy, but
only by combatting the policies of both bank-
rupt Internationals.
task the New Intcrnational must not permit

any deviation from revolutionary principles-

in the question of the insurrection, the pro-
fetarian dictatorship, the Sovict form of the
state, etc.

9. By its class basis, by its social founda-
tions, by the incontestably prevailing forms
of property, the U. 8. 8. R. rcmains also to-
day a workers' state, that is an instrument

‘for the building of a sociaflst mlctyj' The

" circninstances the basic demands of a healthr

To remaln equal to its

pew International will inscribe om its ban-
ner as,one of its wost fmportant tasks the
defense of the Soviet state from imperialisy:
and internal - counter-revolution. Precisely
the”revolutionary defense of the U, . R.
places upon us the fmperative task\.. free-
ing the revolutionary forces of the entire
world from the corrupting influence of the
Stalinist Comintern and of building a new
International. Only under the condition ot
complcte independence of the international
proletarian organizations from the Sovie:
burecaucracy and the tireless unmasking of
its false methods before the working masses
ix a succesxfnl dcfense of the Soviet Unfor
possible.

10, Party democracy is a necessary pre-
requlsito for the healthy development of rev-
olutionary proletarian partics on a nationa:
as well as on an international scale. - With-
out thic freedom of criticism, without the
cleetions of tunctionaries from top to bottom.
without the control of the apparatus by the
rank and file, no truly revolutionary party
is possible. .

The need for secrecy under conditions o
illegality changes completely the forms - of
the Internal life of a revolutionary party
and makes wide discnssions and election:
difficult, if not altogether imposs<ible. But
even under the most diffienlt conditions ans

party rezime retain their full force: hones:
information of the party, freedom of critie-
fsm and a real inner unity between ¢ "ad-
ership and the party majority. Iav sup-
pressed and ernshed the will of the revoly-
tionary workers, the refarmist hureaucraey 1
turned the social-democeraey and the teade-
unions into impotent hodiex despite their
membership  numbering  millionk. Tlavine
stitled under democraey, the  Stalinist by
réancracy stifled also the Comintern: - The
new International, as well ax the parties ad-
hering thereto, must build their entire inge-
life on the basis of democratic ecntrafism.

11. The undersgned created a permament
commission of delegates represcntatives ané
assigned the following to it.

- (a) - The elaboration of a programmatic
-manifesto as the chnrter of the ew |
International ;

(b) the preparation of a eritical analysis
of the organizations and tendencles of
the present-day workers movement |
" (theorctic commentary to the - Maal- |
festo) ;

the claboration of theses on all the
fundamental questions of the revolu-
tlonary strategy of the proletarfat; v
(d) the representation of the undersigned

- -organizations before the outside world. -,

,

SIGNED: , |
E. Bauer—International Y.  Op-- |
position (Holshevik-Leninists) -
J. Schwab—S. A. P. (Socialist Work-
ers Party of Germany)
-J. P. Schmidt—0. S. P. (Independent
Socialist Party of Ilollund,
K. Snecvlict—R. S. P. (Revolution
. ary Socialist Party of llolland)

(¢)
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1. The Revolutionary Secialist  Party
sets itself the goal of realizing by evllectivi-
z-*'an, the organization of the socialist so-
T ‘bich will no lenger secoguize the ex-
pid.tion of man by nan, classes, a state, or
a society based on the owncrship of the
1and and the means of preduction.

o, The rcalization of socialism can be the
result only of the expropriation of the owa-
fng class, after the proletariat has couquered
political power. The daily struzgle of the
working claxs is an integral part. of the cou-
quest of political power, which cannot be
achieved cxcept in a revelntionary sitnation.

A revolutionary situation exists wlen as
g roesult of its growing inkerent contradic-
tions, capitalist society reaches a stage of
development in which the preductive forces
are cramped by the relatioas of production,
and when the proletarian elass has matured
to the point of [mlitical muss strikes going
as far as armed Insurrcction to destroy rhe
domination of the possessing  class, The
_State Is thus the chicf instrement of pover
of the dominasnt class in tle service of ex-
ploitation and oppressioa. The eapitalist
state carries out this role under Jdiverse
forms, monarchieal and Fascist-dictatorial
fls well as the deuioeratic republic.

! The relution of forces in the class strug-
gle depends on the form which the rossess-
fng cuss uces to defend ifs class interests.
e victorious proletariut can never utilize

-4 orm of eajntalist state {for the realiza-
tics of its zoal: it mnst destroy the capital.
st state and utilize workers councils which
must accomplish the overtbrow of tie capi-
talist system in order to introduce produc-
tion and distribution on u sceiaiist scale.

Jun the perinl of trancsition to a socialist
socicty, the domination of workers couuciis
will be the expression of  the proletarvian
dictatorship, to defend the victory against
all internal and exsternal conuter-revolution-
ary attacie.

8. The development of the capitalist sys-
tem has led to the conustruetion of a power-
ful pfoductive mechanismm which, in expand-
inz, prosses against the miintainance of
private capitalist property.

The present world crisiv. which is difier--

eut from all preceding crises by virtue of
+its extent and its sharp and lasting charae-
ter, Is both a cyclical and a structural crisis.
It clearly shows that the hizh point of capi-
talist development has Leen passed and that
the system is in its peried of decay,
JThe futernal contradictions of capitalisin
] crises which reappear with an  cver
: accelerated and violent rhvthm. On the
e hand, the birth of new iundustrial cen-
tegs, the colonial aud semi-colonial revolu-
*y mgyements which arise in them, as
+8 th@ rapid imlustriaiization of the U,
aR. and on the other hand. the develop-
t of capitalist technigue and orsaciza-
tion (trusts, cartels, mounojoiics, raticoaliza-
Uon of industry and furming), prevent the
plicativn for the solution of the crisis o2
ral meaus: expansion of the worid war
( -and ‘wormalization by the distribution of

Toeors L2 v

‘C\ OF PRINCIPLES,

» e

On its Achesion to the
International Communist Lecgue

“The rapid proletarianization of large layers
of the middle class, including the peasantry,
goes along with unprecedented. world-wide
uuemployment and the pauperization anrd
ruin of the proletariat.

In these conditions the camm‘lst class
shakes off parliamentary democratic forms.
International tension between states is sbarp-
ened and the menace of war increases.

4. “The politicul situation in this period of
eapitalist decay is marked by two great dan-
grrs. No solution is possible on a capitalist
busis of the inter.imperialist conflicts, the
contlict between imperialism and tke U. S.
8. I horn of the October Revolution, the
conflicts between imperialism and the grow-

iug movements for colonial liberation born -

of the colonial and semi-colonial economlie
revolutions.

Just as the organic development of capital-
ixm eunnot resolve the vontradictions of tke
system and prevent crises and their faotal
consequences, so the international eXorts of
capitalist powers in the League of Nations
and ‘the disarmament conferences reazin
sterile, nnable to liguidate the war danger.

These Juternational ¢fforts amount ocly to
a resrouping of powers fuvolved and triug
in their train thé causes of pew coatlets.

Above all. they inspire dangerous jllusions
whivh paralyze the struzgle of the  prole-
tarint against war as weil as agalnst expiol-
tation aund oppression. '

in the relations between classes and states

two alternatives are revealed ever more
clearly: a march forward to Soclalism, or a
declive into barbarism.
The phenomena of the period of capi-
talist decay reveal the illusory nature of the
idea of a peaceful taking of powdr by par.
liamentary and democratic methods. This
idea deprives the working class of its chance
to defend itsetf, as much in the day-to-day
ccanomic and political struggle as in the in-
cvitable contest for power.

The Interngtional Social Democracy, per-
sonified in the Sccond International, the sce-
tious aililiated to it and those economic or-
ganising of the working ciass which belong
to them, become the fortresses of the ossess.
ing cinss for the defease of {ts power, be-
cause of their use of a tactic which derives
from this mistaken fundumertal couception.

The Nocial Democracy bas made of itself
a prisoner of the owning ciass; in the pre-
sent stage of capitaiist development the tac-
tic of passivity and class barmony and tke
aveeptauce of governzicutal responsibilities
lead the proletariat to sacrifice class resist-
auce on tue aitar of bourgevis demorcacy

(literally, the altar of make-biclleve dem--

ocriacy) aud sews passivity and indiZercace
in the ciass,

Tuose ¢cenomic and political orzanizatiocs
which apply these tactlics becorze, by this
very fact integral part of tbe apparatus ol
doniination of the owning c¢lass wilch, with

%-D.u . ﬂ

*for its own interests.
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Tkis it does even when
it does not elect to use @ictatorial powers to
destroy proletarian organizaiions in order to
achieve its alms without friction.

8. The Third International, bora of the
Russian Revolution, and its aftilinted sectioas
are fundamentally devoid of those princinics
and mettods which served as-a basis at ize
time of their creation and at the tizie when
they took upon themselves the role of general
stafy (literally) of the werld preletarian rav-
olution. The positica of dominance ol the
C. P. U. S. S. R. in the Third Internatiozas
has, on the ome bhand, led to the LXing &nu
to the subordination ot its policy and taciics
to the policy acd tactics of the Soviet Hrate
acd on the other hand, to the mechanical
trausplanting of its expericuces and councep-
tlons isto the lifo and struggivs of the oiler
Commurnist Parties.

The internationalism of the struzgle of the
proletarian class has been lald on the shol
with the ncceptance in principie of tie Stal
iznist conception of the coustructivn of  so-
clalism in a single country, a  couopuicn
which has given bLirth to dungerous iliuzion:

ared serious obatacles to the iuitiative 2m
activity of the afiiiiated partics, and hed then.
into a disastrous passivity in perivds favor
ol

adle to revolution. 1he disadvantages
tbis development are even more {uin
by the complete elimination of parcty (i‘
ocracy, both In the life of the Third Intes.
pational and fn the ailiated pariies, and by
the adoption of conceptions and organiza-
tional metlhiods which prevent the
tion of the Comiutern to heaith.

7. The experiences of the Qcetnber Revolu-
tion, which constitutes the greatest vietery
the proletariat has ever gained in the con-
turies of clas3 struggie, have tansht ths jo-
ternational proletariat tkat the cxjture oi
power by ‘the working ciuss is  impossidle
except by means of an eXective extrit.puriia-
mentary struggle in which the revelutionnrs
party acts as the guide of the worlkinz ciass
and utilizes the Workers CuhuChs as cxetut-
ors of the proletarian will, These Councils
have the function of comple tm~ !.e ex[:T0
priation of the capitalist cluss and laying the
groundwork of the socialist organizalien ez
soclety.

The retarding of tke proletarinu revolution
in the countries of highiy developad enpizal-
ism, the backward state of pre-ilevcictios-
ary Russia and the destruction wrectcd b
the world war and tha civil war, give it

th4
)y
I8

birst
to scrious threats to the achicvements of the
October Revolutlon, whlch are not dc:ini'.iw.
Iy surmouated by the introducticn of piinned
production and collcctivized abnc,n\:rc. Oz
the contrary, the exisiing dengers  incrozse
with tbe increase of the power of the Sov.els
acd the proletarian organizutions, and witl
the growth of the burcaucruacy in the Sov:
power, ia the life of tie C .. U. 3 S, 3,
which evea accomplishes the systematic des
structlon of tha active and consistunt revain-
tionary forces that rise azalzstile C.3eni
don (trazsforiation, according tw the Lests)
of tha dictatorship of tre profciarial.
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Letter of the Internstional Secretariat to
the American Section:
Dear Comrades:

The question of work in the trade unions
continues to be of unusual importance in all
In the U. S. it arises on & wide
scale for the first time at a moment when
the entire national economic and political
life is upset and when government policy is
giving an impulse to the trade union move-
ment. It is not at all likely that government
liberality with respect to the unions—not to
speak of the present policy of planuing in
general—will continue for long. In any
case one may certainly say that the liberal-

. ism of the Administration with respect to

the trade unions will not at once transform
itself into liberalism on the part of the union
bureaucracy with respect to Communists.
Quite the contrary, not only the reactionary
band of Green and Co., but also the bureau-
cracy of the “progresisve” trade unions will
redouble their onslaughts against the rev-
olutionary wing in order to shuw the White
House that they fully merit its confideace
and backing. There exists the great danzer
that in the present period of deep mass fer.
ment and trade-union development, the Com-
munists will again let themsclves be Isolated
from the workers or"amzmons. The trade
union bureaucrats can achieve this aim the

-yiore easily, beciuse the Stalinist bureau-
- "eracy bas gravely compromised Communism

in the workers' eyes by its policy of ultimat-

ism, commands and impotence, this compro-

mising will inevitably affect us too.
Wherever they are expelling Communists

- from trade unions, or may begin to do it

tomorrow, it is not only permissible but even
obligatory not to unfold the banner of Com-

.munism prematurély but to conduct “znony-

mous” revolutionary sork. It may be ob.
jeeted *.at such a ruethod of work contains
certaln dangers within itself: by hiding its
baunner, the organization can, without notic-
ng It, become unused to its own barner.

Adaptation to an enemy and to the prejud- .

ices of the mass conceal in themselves the
danger of degeneration into opportunism. All
this is quite true. The party as a whole
mast act with its banner unfurled and name
things by their right names. But in the

- glven case we do not speak of the Party

(League), but of its picked detachments
orking ipside hostile trade unions. This is

" 2ot at all the same thing. Communists work-

ing in trade unions, of course, cannot in any
case disavow their party, that is to say, make
gtatements opposed to its program and fts
decislons. But the Communist in the trade
union is certainly not compelled to say
everything that the party as a whole says.
“he Communist working In a trade union

-not forced to call nimsclf a Commuuist at

- the top of his volce.. The Party (ileague)

can and should say fully in’ its press, in
its mass mecetings, in strike meetings and
Eeneral meetings of trade-unionists, that

which Communists inside the unions may .
~ }not be &ble to say at any given moment. It -

§ Docessary to make a wise divislon of labor,

Traac Umon Probiems in Amcrlca Boycort of Gersiza:

organization supplement one ancther.

Ot course, this does not mean that Com-
munists working foside trade unions can de-
cide at their own pleasure the pollicy for
work {n the unions: the whole political or-
ganization must decide what forms of adap.
tation to the trade union situation are pes-
missible &nd suitable. The more difficult
revolutionary work in the trade unions be-
comes, the more strictly systematic should
be party control on its members in the
trade unions. But this control can, and in
the majority of cases should, be uwader pre-
scnt conditions strictly sccret.

It is true that even when there is sach
control, “anonymous” work in the trade un
ifons can lead to a contraction 6% the horizon
and a lowering of the revolutionary level,
There is only cne means of guarding against
this: Communists must not be simply trade
unionists, but must st the same time do party
work outside the unions, even if sccretly In
order not to compromisc themselves with the
trade unions. .

In many cases the Stalinists declared that
they would agree to work in the trade un-
ions, but on condition that they be granted
in advance the right to have Communist
fractions, Such “conditions” are grotesque:
to demand from the trade union bureaucracy
which is hunting for Communists, that the
Iatter be bencvolently installed to work with
the necessary comfort, threatening the tu-
reaucrats that, if they refuse, the Commun-
ists will “strike”, that is, refuse to do rev.
olutionary work—toe demand that is manifest
nonsense, We must know how to work in
the unions without comfort, and without the
authorization of the bureaucracy.

It is clear that.Communists must be united
in a fractlon, but that fraction, while work-
ing on the basis of strict internal discipline,
must in no case appear openly as a fraction
should the conditions be unfavorable to that
(nnd in the wajority of cases this isf just
the situation.

The Party (League) clearly must bave a
platform for trade union work over any given
period. It is necessary to xnow how to
translate this platform into the language of
the trade unionists, in order to lead the
masses forward morc surely, The danger of
what wa call “tailism” (a real and scrious
danger) will be all the better avoided if the

‘party £s a whole will decisively supplement

the work of its trade unionist fractions.

It is absolutely clear, on the othcr hand,
that such careful work in the unicns should
continue until the Commmists have suc-
ceeded In proving to the workers that they
ara not Stalinist bureaucrats, obtusé ultim-
atists, but serlous and able fighters who can
be relied on and who consequently are worthy
of trust. The more the influenoe of the Com-
munist fraction gréws in the union, the more
boldly end openly will it fling cut’ the ban-
ner of {tg party.

- We sincerely hope that tbese basic consi.
derations will be entirely approved by you.
‘—PLENUM OF THE O. G. L

(Resolution of the International Plenum <
the Bolsbevik-Leninists.)

The boycott is an important weask.. in ¢
international struggle against Hitler Ge
many. It is an elementary truth thag ¢
boycott cannot overthrow Hitler. But it e
force him to make certain concessions and .
can help the defeated German working clas.
as well as the world working ciass, In K
gaining confidence in the power of proleta.
ian internationalism.

The boycott of goods supported by bour
geois and liberal Jewish orzaiaaztions, tran-
forms this method of struggle against Hitle
iato a mears of bourgecis competition ar
ideologic preparation for war, and into t:
creation of a “collaboration” botweea tk
bourgeoisic and thq proletariat, in view ¢.
coming war.

The boycott of German goods Is also pre
pagated in the same seuse by the reforais
lackeys of capitalism. The revoluticnar
proletariat can take pairt only In an activ-
boycott, which also develops the class strug
gle azainst its own bourgeoisio; bogcott o
shipping, strikes of seamecn, longshoreme:
and railroad svorkers.

The Third Internaticnal, refusing any bdoy-
cott {n the {nterest of the commercial polic:
of the Sovict Union, shows again its fnabilit:
to defend the class interests of the prole
tariat; un inability which Is due to noxn-
Marxist pelicy of soclalism in one «ntry.
Experience has proved that the boyecuit bar
no meaning unless it {s couducted by the
mass orzanizations of the proletaria., end {
desizned to attajn an aim in g definite perio.
of time. This is why the boycott should b
preceded by systematie propaganda and b
the creation of a united front which will par-
mit the projection of the boycott with a o
terminated alm and at the same time wi‘h
all the necessary force.

It is in this sense that the Plenum of ths
International 0ppo=l ion has gadress2d itsell
to all workers organizations on Augus: 23,
and again in its appeal on the subject of thc
trial on tke burning of the Relchstaz, zor
joint action of all workers' organizatians,

INTERNATIONAL SECRSTATIAD

TLHIIAT,

September 23, 1933,

NATIONAL CONFERENCE C7F SYWIES
Our Swiss section held its national ceafer-

{

ence on September 2-3. This conference heg |

an enormous importance for the future devele
opment of the Bolshevik-Leninists in Switzer-
land.—After approving the new orlentation,
the confercnce adopted the name, “Marxist |
Actlon”.
has been issued. The first number dealingz
with the very important -questions ¢
Zurlch clections, bas reverberated f. the
whole Swiss press.—1It is very sigzificant and
enbeariening to note that the members of

the 8. A. P, living in Switerland belong ¢9 '

ttis new organization.

Great opportunities are opening for o:r
Swiss comrades. It is a known fact that o
development to the Left has takea place {u
the Schafhausen organfzadon, still affliazcd

|

A new organ under the same naze |

the .
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N r Comrades,
< ‘3 your letter of December 27th, you raiso

.ne questions, both specific and general. I
shall try to answer thkem as fully as possible.

The history of the ioception and develop--

ment of the S.A.P. is known to you. After
eplitcicg from the party, the opposition wing
of the socfal democracy gained the possibil-
ity of progressive development. Splicting
away from their organization, a minority of
the Brandlerites gained the pocsibility of
moving forward. These two groups were
drawn together both by their progressive
gldes (thecir break with the old bureaucracy)
and by thelr negative sides (their theoreti-
cal amorphousness, lack of eclear strategie
. conception and so forth.) flowever, the
ovolution of the S.A.P. was mechanically cut
« Ghort by the Nazl overturn. DBut from ft,
( ccrtain leaders of the S.A.P. have drawn
’ abdsolutely erroncous notions as regards the
+ political significance of their own experience
' . and as regards the conditions for the forma-
tion of a revolutionary party, in geueral.
The Fight Against “Sectarianism”
Thd Sght of the S.A.P. against the Com-
munist League no longer bears a progres-
sive character; it Is conscrvative: it is a
*fght to prescrve its own amorphousness and
‘Sta privilege not to think out nolitical ideas
to thoir conclusion. As alvays bappens in
Q: cases, this struggie is refracted in the
\u

J

VL

clousness of the comrad:s of the S.A.P.
apears to them as a struggle against

4 our “sectarfanism.” A revo'utionary organ-
fzation whose¢ cadres have not absorbed into
“thelr blood and bones the strateglic lessons
of the last decade cannot possess, under
present conditions, the nccessary force of
reslstance to the decomposing tendencies;
and, in any case, it will prove incapable of
leading recal masses.

&  In defining sectarianism, the leaders of
the S.A.P. resort not to the Marxist criterion
buot to the trade-uniomist, that is, to the
tneasure of bare numbers, “the mass.” They

ve failed to grasp the laws that govern

the transitlon of a principled quality into a
mass quantity; they have not pondercd over

¢ the objective and subjective pre-conditions

. that are necessary for such a transttion.

Why aro the Internationalists Isolated?
This Is how comrades of the S.A.P. often
put the question: Why is it, that with cor-
rect principles, with a Marxist analgsls of
¥ events and so forth, the Left Opposition re-
mains so isolated? Tbe answer is clear:
bacruse it lacks the skill of keeplng quiet
atout its own principles and of adupting
2,tsclf to different ones. Such an argument
1oxposoa completely the anti-historic, anti-

. &iplectle, and vulgar thinking of the critics

wlves. . Our great teachers, Marx acod
vels remained in a state of frightful po-

. litical isolation fZrom 1830 to 15¢4, The
lussian revolutlonists, with Lenin at thelr

rcad, were cruclly isolated from 1007 to

-J'nz. and as Iate as July 1914 their isola-

asanumed a character almost hermetic.
r crities, who are little givea to medita-
havo ovcrloo.cd the follnvlu; facts of

LIPS

AN

A Letter from L. Trotsky to a
Group of S.A.P. Comrades

1. The Russian Left Opposition, which

expressed the most cousistent dynamic ten-
dencies of the Russian proletariat, must
have become weakened in proportion as the

v

bureaucracy grew out of the revolution, and

pushed the proletariat into the background.

2. The Left Opposition, which expressed.

the connection between the October revolu-
tion and the international revolution, must
have become wecakened in proportion as the
weakness of the internatioual revolution
manifested itself. .
The Defeats of tho Irolctariat

3. The Left Opposition was decalt the
first cruel blow immediately after the cap-
itulation of the German Commuuist party
In 1023 ; the defcat of the Polish proletarint,
aud of the English Geueral Strike in 1926 by
avakening the world proletarian vanguard,
wecakened the Left Opposition, the vanguard
of the vanguard; the collapse of the Chinese
revolution in 1927
sively in favor of the theory and practice
of “socialism in one country”; and finally,
without dwelling on a whole series of in-
termediate events of the same type, the Ger-
man catastrophe of 1933 dealt the cruellest
blow to the world proletariat. ,\With thess
unheard of historical defcats. as a  back-

ground, the Opposition was able to educate

by its theoretical analysis numerically small
cadres, but could not lead the masses.
4. The decline and the demoralization of

the Comintern could not but compromise, in.

the eyes of the masses, all revolutionary
groupings, especially thase which were con-
nected with the Comintern by tlicir origin.

5. Fiaslly, one must add the eleven years’
campaign of slander organized by the Stal-
inist burecaucracy over the whole world. In
the entire pwlitical history of mankind there
is hardly to lL.e found n persccution so rich

in financial resources and in apparatus, so .
50 poisoned in

systematic and_ persistent,
content,—and which at the samo time was
coverced by the authority of the first workers'
state.

Who Else Leads Masses?

The leaders of the S.A.P. shut their cyes
to all these “rriflies.” And besides, they
forzet to point out where is to be found
another revolutionary grouping atongside of
ours which dixclosed its ability to lead the
masses during this period. 1f some organ-
ization or other, the S.A.P. in particular,
did acheive partial, purely cmpirical. in the

swung the scales deci-

‘ubout things as they are.”

u.nd preparinz the triumph of revolutionar:
Marxism on a new historical stage. Awon:
the number of such symptoms is the behay:
for of the S.A.D. itself. While with its rizi.
haud, the S.AP. together with Traunuac
sizuced the equivoca! dilpomatic and gis.
harmful resolution’; with {ts left hand. :-
found itself compelled to sign together w;:=
us- th¢ Decldiration in favor of the 4th luser

-national=——the only progressive revolutionars

document of the last period.” QUviously thi:

-documcent could not result in insmediate i

acles: but ‘it will find its way despite Lz
vacillutions. of even those whe are amaig
the number of signatories.

- “Don’t Speak_of Things as They Are”

To bave a basis for their right to ideolos:-
cal amorphousness, the leaders of the S.A.0.
have invented a-special theory which o
be summed wpin the phrase, “don’t spenz
) Contrary 13
everything we have been taugh™t by Murx.
Lngels and Lenin and flying in the face of
what our own’ e.~crience teuches us, Lis
principle is based upon an unconscious or
semi-cunscious confusion of a pedagogic aud
an agitational approach to a particular
group ‘n a- particulur Instance with ib:
principled position of a-party fu its relations
to the proletarmt. other parties, and histuric
events.

At a gathering ot workers who are nioa-
archists or Catholics-1 would deal cautious;y
with the altar and the throne. But in tl«
progrim of my party and iu all Its policic~.
{ts relation -to religlon and monarchy must-
be formuluted with absolute exactness. A:
a meeting- of a reformist trade union, I, s
member of the union, might be compelied o
leave much unsald ; but the party as a winle.

- in its papers, in its public meetings, pawmii.-

lets und proclamatious is.duty-bound to say
everything.
A Pacty Must Tcll the Whole Truth

Should police conditions compell the lvzui
press to be cautious in its formulations, 122
party must have an. illegal press besides.
When Marxists demand that “things be sjmx-
cn of as they are,”” they have in mind 1%
every Jisolated speech in some specind sitiia-

. tlon or other but the policy of the party os

a whole. The party which for *“tacticai’
reasons hides its position is no revolutionasy
party -because it repells the advanced work-

. ers, heenuse it adapts itself to the prejudices

nnture of things, episodic and, besides, ex- -

tremely unstable “successes,” it is obliged
for this to a2 urcat degree to the critical and
political worx of the Left Opposition.
Finally,—and at the present time this is
of utmost practical importancc—there are

facts by the hundred and by the thousand .

that deinonstrate. to ‘those who are able to
decipher poiitical symptoms thut the - Left

. to adapt oncsclf to the backward ones in”
- the method of exposition, it is impermissiiis’
s to adopt oue's. political:

Opposition has already broken through. the. -

blocading ring. The Left Oppoistion is pen-

of the backward workers. - Concurrently, (X2
buckward workers  can be re-educated ouir
through the advanced.

“But even at a particular- meeting, whi
using all the tact necessary in ap')ru.lcl.x.
# given' group, one must not forget (..
among them there are workers on differvn:’
levely, and thut while it may be neces-urr -

o l. ES

position to ihor.. -
Tlus, for instance; thiere cannot, at prose:
be a single. pelitical masy meeting at wii.. 2
revolutionary.-Marxist is. not oblized to Lsi. <
forward- e -idea. of. tue- 4th Tuternatio:....
in one farm.oc .apother. - Exen

stbhough ¢ L7
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‘ cally, It is meverthclesa immessuradly taore
.. {mportant and Iruitfl thaa regeating gen-

eral phrases, or preceniey criticism which
‘mcy be correct but which fella to draw the
clear and pececsary coxclosicns. In any

5 “tactical” coasiderat! an con-
case, mo “tactical” ceas desaticns ¢

done fraternization and emiraces with poll-
tical fakers end traitors in the eyes of the
avorkers. ’ .

. Claven Polnts” of Princitio

The raost imporiant strategical lessons of
the last decade have teen formulated by us
in the clevea poi=ts that you are acguainted
with., These brict thezes are bas:¢ upon tho
collective work of the Iaternational Lelt
Opposition. wefore dlccussing  “sectarian
{sm” ope shouald detercuno one's own attl-
tude to tLe’basie problems formulated §n
these 11 polnts, Thils has always been our
d¢emand to the comraces of the S.A.P. and
we continue to dermand precisely tkls today,
Without & cppacide celtlielzm ol our priacipicd
position nnd the methoda flowing from it,
the charge of “seciariznism® can remaio oniy
so much cmpty eound.

Hed the leaders of the S.AD. studied the
¢ocuments, pordered and dlscussed the
tragie experlence of the Anglo-Rlussizn Con-
mittee, which was of gome khistcrical sigale
“cance, they voould not te maling pow the
cxperiment of thelr own “German-Norwegian
Comnmittee,” a pale copy of tho pathetie
original. It would pot take rauch cZost to
damoastrate that all the argumceats brought
ja delense of the ypprincipled end hopcicss
lloec with Tranzizl are only regpotitions, al-
mwost word for word, of the arguments uvsad
by Stalin, Bukharin and Lecovely fa delense
of their bloc vith Purcsil and Citsine. Dis-
tecard for tbeory, which i3 only the gener-
alization of tte practce ¢f tis pact, takes

- 1ts cruel revenge fa thls given instance also.

VIC0G, Iloraisa™ ’
Oceasionzlly one Jmay tear the followlng
reproach from our alliea: The It Opposi-
tioa analyzes the situation quite reallstically
end it advaccees the correct fiosans; but
why cocs it tuke such an ictraasizeat atti-
ude to .these organizations tbat stacd out-
cide of the 2nd and 3-d Internationzls? Why
Cocs it demand from them *156055" 2larxism?
Ychind this extremely charzeteristie ap-
proach there 13 hidden an eatire world at-
tituée in wbich there i3 Lardly to be found
619, larxism,

A revolutlenary organization must, of
course, cludy ricst ottestiveiy the shiective
<ltuatlon ia order mpo: to wiilake fts own
But tko
party will be able to utilizo tte objective
conidtions and gain tke leccersbip of the
massed ounly provided the followlaz condi-
tions exist: {ts_own idecological cobealon, its
LCbting unanlinity, exd inviaclblo disciplina.
She chlef historical isziri=czt of our epoch
is tte party of tbe prolotarizt. Thls insiru-
zent rcust ba forged of the test steel, well

‘tempered, and sbarply groucd. Oaxly if such

&n irstrument exisis 13 §¢ possidle to work

cuccassfully upsa the raw kistoric material,
o2z oend forosenslctilly

A reaiiztic ciudy of cbicctive comditlons,

<1 tin one bind, £2d pa irceconciliable

slricizess 1 oo’ relstion to 027 owm party,

€3 the otber band-—thess are two organicatly

"indissoluble sides of Marxism.

Without a
sclentlfic orientation, without an accounting
of the condition of the masses, without pay-
i0g attention to external impediments one
can Lave only the policies of sectarianism
and cdventurism. Without a day to day
strugzle for principled purity and for the
Intransigance of the party one can habe only
the petty-bourgeols floundering in the waves

" of history.

You are no doubt aware that together with
my closest German fricnds I stood for a
merger as soon as possible with the S.AP,
bhoping that the e:ducation of a unified or-
ganization would be hastencd by our joint
experience coupled with mutual criticism.
But after Initial vacillatious, the leaders of
the S.\.P’. have rejccted the merger. The
immediate reason was provided by the gues-
tlon relating te the Norwegian Labor party
(or what Is practically one and the sitme
thing, tbhe London Murcau). ‘They reiused
to merge with us In crder to Lave the possi-
bility of cortinuing their hapless romance
with Tranmael,

The I'car of 1deas

A speclal theory has been advanced in
order tw adorn this uncouth reality: the
theory of the excessive ingucoce of a single
“rersonality,” the dunger of a “personal”
rezime, und so forth. From the viewpoiat
of Marxism, individuals are dangerous or
us<ful deperding uron what ideas and mcth-
oc¢s they represent.  Fortunately, or unfor-
tunutely, none of us has uat his disposal any
otber means otber than the mcans of exert-
fnz ldeological inducnce; that is, we have
veltlier state pover, nor countrol of the treas.
ury connccted with it, nor any hired azea-
cizs.  Under these conditivns the pretended
dread of “personality” is in reality fear of
certaln dednite ideas. Semi-lostility in oce's
relation to the priuciples of tha Left Oppo-
sitlon gocs hand in hand with the urge to
preserve one's right to amorphicusness. which
scomingly 13 eapable of enzendering a great
atiractive power for the “masses.”

Ia order to justify their gravitation to-
ward Tranmacl’ Maurin and the like—cer-
talnly, oh, most certainly! for the sake of

tbe *“masses"—a logend has beerf put into -

circulation that we buave made it our goal
to “compromise” the leaders of the S.A.P.
acd te tear away their followers fro:n them.
1t is sclf-evident that every idcological aud
political struggle bears within it the danger
of lovcericg the authority of those leaders
who stubboruly continue in tacir mistakes
and who screen with arguments ad hominem
(person to person) their inclination to sit
on a fence.
Why Yre Stood for Merger

Precisely because of this did I urge a
merger so tbat the necessary discussion
could take its place in an orderly and friend-
1y mapaer witkin the framework of a single
organization. The idea of using any sor: of
artificial measures to “compromisc” and
“elliainate” the leaders of the S.A.P. is so
absurd as to malke it bardly worth while to
dwell on. We aro only too well aware Low
poorly we are equipped at present with qual-
16ad reveiutionary workers, and because of
this we are least of all incliced to reduca
their number artificially. And besides what

“motives could there be for this?

Cternationals, then drew ¢lose to vs hut wal

of fact, those comraces who o ncv;}l \\'{:t‘ g |
part company with their attitude of. enly
iitey-fifty feel thut the erftleism of fenc
sitting is maliciops personal eriticism. Sud
has alwass been the case.

For better cr for worse, it was ¢ :sib
to recalize the merger at the gi stag
Our German section must, of course, resa
its complete orgamization freedom. Do
this imply & break with the S.A.2 i ¢
sphere of prepariez the 4th Internationa
No, that would be wrong. The form
tion of the 4th International is a very cof
plex process, and in this process I trust thi
the activities of the Interaationul Comamunt
League will piay a very prominent role, b
still, not the enly one, '

The Reservoir of Youth

You express the desire that the Leagy
should become the axis arouud which wou
crystallize all those revolutionary clcmenl

that kave broken with the 20d and 3d I
ternationals,  This formulation is corre
but as you sourselves raalize it is pot qui
complete.  The youlh nlso must Le Snclude
who belong to neitker International and w
compose the greal reservoir of the futurd
But even the adherence o groups thal sp
away from the old Iunternationals must n
Le thought of as following a straizse ii
altogether,  For instance, the merabers <
the S.AP. split away from the two o'd ]

ered, halting at a certain distance awd
fronn us,

Does this fmply that we must 't of
attempts at Joint work with theh.. T
would be real sectarianrisn:, in the SpiTit ¢
the Dordigists who think that they will ¢e3
tinue sucking their own fingers uutil histod
comes 1o its senses and beygs thaa teo {ay
the lead. Propazating the ideas of the T.e
Opposition, recruiting more and more ne
adherents, iudividuall_\- and ia grouys, mng
the ranks o, the Conununist League, carry iy
on an agii tion in the masses undeor -t}
slogan of the 4th International, ed:eatir
our own cadres, decpening our thesreticd
position—such is our hasic wori in tise hi
toric period immediately aliead of vs. [
this work doos not exslude mergers, agred
nments, and blocs with orzunizations Jdrawin|
close to us and who desire to vork for th
creation of the New International,

Evenls Will YWorl: tor Us

True, for the lust period, the leaders d
thie S.A.P. have boco eviucing an ever yreatq
friendliness to the rizht fn relatiors wii
centrists and cven reformists, and aa ig
creasing hostilicy in relation to us. Shou
this evolution proceed furtlier in the sam
dircction it would, of course, sigaify th
break of the S.A.P. with us, azd, couplel
with this, the Inevitable collaspe of tha SA!
itself, because, as was said abave only .
brincipled and tempered organizati taad
ing under international control ca R bil
the force of resistanmce to the decomposin
tendencies of our cpoch. I do not thind
however, tLat matters as rezards the S.ALL
are hopcless. If our arjuents failed ¢
help or «id not help suficlestly, thea thb
saving action will come fron: the sctions o
the “friends” from the right, Oce 104
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o
- .'l;a'v.e‘;d‘«.loubts“ that Tranmael and Co. will
provide fa the immediate future a few ob-
jective lessons to those utopians who deem
ible to transform enemies into friends

F it
k" dint of skillful manipulations. -
".(.:ne Banner of the Fourth International .

“*i Jt would be an unlawful pretence, to say
"pothing of adventurism, to proclaim that
the New International has alrcady been es-
" tablished today. Of course, you do not de-
mand this. We are erecting only the founda-
tfon and preparing the timber. But over
this timber, we, at this very moment, unfurl
the banner of the 4th International so that
all should kuow what sort of a-structure is
belng erected. Should some participant or
otber in the construction arrive tomorrow

. "dt thd conclusion that the work is beyond
his powers or not to his liking, we would

. be sorry and we would go on with putting
up the walls. In the interests of joint work
we ate ready to make reasonable concessions

~ in all practical questions: but we do not
place the fate of tho 4th International in

- dopendence upon tho good will of }his or
that ally,

< At this moment we are working out docu-

ments derling with the fundamental ques-

“ tlons-of proletarian strategy, first and fore-

" most—the relation to war. We will strain

" every cffort in order to achieve unanimity

on tbis question with our allies. Should we

---€afl, we sball fssue-the documents in our

N name. Life waits on no one. To give

- Wurxist answers to events in time means—
to duild the New Intercational.

Principled Scll’-Dctorminnﬁon

What position should you take under the
conditions in which you find yourselves? 1
think thzt one must begin with the princ.
ipled self-determination. As matters stand

today (through no fault of ours), you must

choose. between the League and the S.AP.
From your letter it is apparent that your
group bas not determined its position on
the question of tha Norwegian Labor party,
the London Burean and so forth. Concur-
rently, these and analogcus questions will
gerve as touchstones for the determination
of a correct Marxist line in the course of
the next few months, You are duty bound
to determlne your own position. Of course,
not within the next 24 bhours: the docurnents
must be studied, the necessary data collected,

the quostion of today wmust be compared with |

. the experience of the Anglo-Russian Com-
. mittee and so forth. Should all this not
prove sufficicnt, it will then be necessary to
postpone the final decision until new events
have brought the test. Personally I have
not the slightest doubt that the events have
.__brought the test. Personally I bave not the

Wtest doubt that the events in this ques- -

4 4s in all major questions will ywork for
ko . Communist-Itncrnationalists.  Needless
to say, I sbould like to infect you too with
this assurance in order to attract you com:
pletely over to our ranks. .

With Interoational Communist greetings,
: . sian revolution which represent the interests

L. TROTSKY.

L SRR
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Declaretion of Principles of
R.S.P. of Holland
“ (Continued from Page 3)

In connection with the phenomena noted

" and the great errors which have been made,

the inauspicioud policy of illusions and the
mfilation of the proletarian dictatorship by
those at the head of the U. S. S. R,, do not at
all diminish the world importance of the
Octaber Revolution, still less the duty of de-
fending the U. S. S. R. against no matter
what imperialist effort to destroy it.

In this respect that is to say in case of
an attack against the U.S.S.R. the aid it
should be given consists in transforming
this war into a civil war against its own
bourgecoisie. . -

8. Basing itsclf on the experiences of the
Russian proletariat during and after the
Cctober Revolution drawing therefrom les-
sons for strugzle under conditions existing
here the R. S. P. recalls that tke liberation
ot the working class can only be its owmn
work. . .

The preparation and organization of the
struggle for liberation necessitates creation
of a revolutionary party which leads the class
struggle cn an international basis.

The R. S. P. is entirely conscious that the
center of gravity of working class activity
is more than ever in real muss struggles, and
also that it is more and more necessary to
apply a tactic of revolutionary struggle to
economic conflicts.

Trade union and mrliamontaﬁ struggles

"in the period of decaring capitalism cannot

bricz the workers any appreciable gains.
Nevertheless, the R. S. P. supports the trade
union movement, preferring those groupings
which see the trade union movement from a
class struggle viewpoint, which do the’ most
fn their propazanda to clarify class conscl-
ousness, and which take up a position against

-disastrous illusions.

The R. S. P. dlso uses auxiliary parliament-
ary means, although it knows that no import.
ant ameliorations can be won for the workx-
ers. It radically oppose, however, all blocs
with bdourgeols groupings and participation
in the government.

The R. S. P, starting fromn the viewpoint
that it must tuke account of the daily de-
mands of the working class in its actions,
uses parliament in of revolutionary maaner
to urmask the political illusions of dem-
ocratic parliamentarism and to hasten the
mobilization of workers on the class front.

It desires to free from illusions not only
workers sympathetic to Stalinism, but also
the Social-Democratic workers, in crder to
win them for struggle against the owning
class and the capitalist state. It desires to
strugzle against Fascism and the dangers of
war by every means.

In the movement for revolutionary colo-
nial liberation, it sees the ruin of the power
It declares its solid-
arity with this mdvenmient and scppocts by
all means i{n its power the forces of Indone-

of the working c¢luss and which. struggle ir.:

ism and for the immediate independence of
Indomesfa. '

The R. S. P. desires to b the advance
_guard of the Dutch proletariat. It does nor
wish to let itself be influenced by the pre-
judices of backward elemetns but desires to
conduct 1tsel? so that it never loses contac:
with the proletarian mass and so that the
militant forces are not sacrificed in sterile
putsches.

In order to meet this task, the R. 8. P
desires to give itself an organizaticnal form
in which the intellectual life of the party
can develop while maintaining discipline in
actlon, and whichk can assure the intimate
contact of its members, local organizaticos
and leading organs. Democracy in the inaer
life of the party must be the rule. Guarding
ftself In this manner against dureaucratic
degeneration, the R. S. P. desires to carry
on Its revoltulonary role in the struggle of
the Dutch proletariat for frcedom.

Tie Internctional .~
Ceamunist League

(Continued from Pagze 1)

of the degeperation of its leadership, con-
centrated in the hands of the Soviet stale
bureaucracy. In effect, there has been lack-
iog both in Europe and the Far Fast. no:
a favorable opportunity for a victory of the
proletariat, but & leadership capable of guar-
antcoing this victory. The decay of the C.
1. has taken permament form {n the theory
and practice of “socialism in a singla emn-
try.” We witress once more the abandop- -
ment of the internailonal line, the witidraw-
al withip natiozal frontlers and a natlonal
framework. That is to say: tbere has besn
a betrayal of the internationalist concentlon
eatablished by Marxism as tie necessary in-
strument to assure the victory of the proie-
tariat and the establishment of a classicen
society, & genulnely soclalist soclety. Once
more - the International has perished. van-
qushed this time by “national reformism.”

The task of the International Communis:
League 1s again to reestablish the interna-
tional leadership of the proletariat, to forge
& new’ party of the proletariat, the party of
werld revolution, the party of international
Communsm. ‘The first steps taken along this
line (the agreement of the four organiza-
tions at.the Paris Conference) are a begin.
ning full of promise to all revolutionary
workers. We must devote ourselves to the
task of providing the working class with it
world Party: Thie International. Yhat Stalln-
ism has destroyed, the International Com-
munist League raast reconstruct. The futnre
of the proletariat and of the revolution de-
rend on the League. Every revolutionary
militant must be conscious of this enormotus
task and devote himself to it in order to
raise once more the banner cf Iaternational
Communism and carry it forward {n every |
country.. - ‘

If you want to receive the International
Bulletin regularly send in your snubscription.
$1.00 for twelve issues.. It coatains docn-

wanntamw wabanial nar arraarine cloawhiore.




“1:cunt to abandqaing
- Lioody knile of Fascism the Immédiate future
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At a spcclal national conference on Oct-
oter 1, the Intersational Communist Lesgue
of Brazil formulated its positioa on the ques-
than af 3 Foenrth mearnatinn; 1, Wa iy ivi ha
low the two main resolutions adopted by the
Confercnce.

Resolution on a Neww Internationzl

After a profound discussion on the New
Interoational, tke Special .\‘a‘t:onal Confer-
ence, by vote of the delegates preseat, adopts
the followlpgz resoiution:

The defeat of the German »nroletariat as
a result of the shameful capitulation of the
7bird Ictercational befcre Hitler, has shown
that focts conSrm the forecast of the Teft
Opposition on the further fate of Stalinist
ceatrism. .

If the victory of Fascism in Germany has
pot been enoush to wake the German C. P.
and the Comintern out of their scctarian
bureaucrecy and lead them to a new palitical

- lMfe, then notbing in the world cad rigéaer-

ale tbhem.

Tte road of refoerm, which has been that
of the Lelft Opposition for ten years, bas
finally reached its exd. :

After the catastrophe of the German fro-
letariat, Fascism has become an immineat
{ctercatlonal danger. To leave the working
masses under the old Social Demeocratic or
Stalinist leadership, when they are desper.
ate under tlie blow of defeat, would be tanta-
iz advance to the

of the world proictarian revolution.

Tke basic and imimediate tasz on which
the fate of the internntional preletarian
movement depends, consists of drawing the
lesson of tho torrible defeat which the pro-
letzrian revolution tas sustaized in Evrope's
most industrialized country.

At all costs the German working elars and
ttat of other countries must he made to un-
deratand the raasons for this defeat. Dy all
means it must Le shown that these causes
did not all lie in eny so-called hictorical
fatality iavented to hide the errors of the
C .I. The masses must be shown that, it
they have pot vanquished the class cnomy,
the fault Is not that the correlatinn of forces
‘v°es favorable to Fasclsm or that the ceon-

~onzle giteation of capitalism vwas not ripe for

tae conguest of power by the proletsriat,

All the objective cozditions for the victory
of the prolctariat existed. The defeated
Inasscs must lexrn that the oniy thinz they
lacked was a correct political leadership, a
rezlly revolutionary political lipe.

Now, to say_political leadership 13 tp say
politlcal party, & vanguard revoluticnary
political organization. Kemea the absolute
Docassity of substituting new revolutionary
cadres of the proletarian vanguard for the

vuer leadership which lhas betrayed tho

Lut.

But this revolutionary organization can
Uet remain eaclosed within the national
fr&:;lie:s of each country, .
L~A oley In the imperialist epoch there can
x;tcl‘;ga::'ou:axCommunist policy whaich is not
butit 1o . “;leust. 48 soclalsm caanot be

tle couatry,

© SPECIAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN BRAZIL~

For the Communist Rizht wing, the revelu-
tionary C. I, it the sum of natioaal parcties,
without ahy centralized {nternational lead-
‘ership This is the policy of the Brandler-
ftes in Germany, whko proclaim the infalif-
bllity o2 Stalinist policy In the Soviet Ualon,

hoping the C. I. will, in compensation, give.

them fuil {reedom of action ia Germexzy. Tae
Dolshevik-Leninists have nothing in common
with this opportunism. Proletariaa interni.
tionalism s rot a subjective tool, out an ob-
jective historic necessien

Coasequently the drzanization of pew reve
olutionary <¢udres ca2n be achieved oxnly on
a world scale under a centralized interna-
tional leadership. This is why the problem
of new partles Is inlimately liuked to the
problem of creating a new Internatiosal. This
{s our immudiate bhistorie task. It raust be
proclaimed that the Social Democracy acnd
National Commucism are liquidated. The
Third International is less ard less en or-
ganization of the masses and moro and more
an agency of couuter-revolutionary porver-
sion by the Stalinist burcaucracy witkin the
labor movement.

The crisis of werld capitalism oand the
German defeat Lave given bdicth to two ¢oa-

radictory currents {a tha world labor move.
ment.  On the one hand urder tne cruskiag
weirht of defeat, nany proleiarian elements
fall fato poiitical indiiferentism or even into
tie ascist eamp. when they do not allow
themseives to give way to anarchist despera-
tion. On the other kand, there is a proJound
shaking of the mars:os, wiio come from re-
formi<ia and move toward the left, thereby
directly spoiing up the process of final dis-
solution of the Second Interaational. All
the Sacial Democratie parties of the world
are today threatered by splits. Organica-
tious which until now Lave beea independa
ent, and others wit’'ch have bardly broken
away f‘rom the So~f .1 Dentocracy, evolve do-
cisiveiy toward the rovelutionary Comriun-
fst camp. It s up to the Bolshervik Lenin-
ists to do all possible to speed up this rev.
olutionary cvolution of the masses. To do
this it is necessary to have a clear and im-
mediate perspective, and this perspective can
be gziven only by the creation of a new in-
ternatioual proletarian organism.

Aloagside the extremely tense situation of
class struzzle on a world scale—which ceces.
sarily leads from one morent to the other
to the ruin of citker the Fascist camp or
that of the proictariat, there is the profound.
1y difScult situation, internal as well as ex-
ternal, of the Soviet State,

However one estimates the édegree of de-
generation of the Soviet State, one thing can
1o lonzer be contested: the Stalinist bureau-
craey is inevitably pushing the U. 8. S. R.
tovsard final liqudiation, just as it bas lad
the C. I to defeat. >

The ever more shamecless treason and cap.
itulation of Soviet diplomacy in tbe face
of imperialism can no longer be wmasked.
Museolini Bimselt has  already proclaimed
that it is necessary for the capitalist coua-
trics to assist the Sovlet government to get
out of Ita isolation.

The workers slate is entirely defenscles:
withia as well as withont.

Ocly & new revolutlsrary polle  °
Europcan or world proiciariat, :;-( <
setting up a dike azalest imperiali. an
Fascist reaction, can save tho Sovict Unlo
from Irremediabla and iziirent catastraphe
Thae new Internatioual will, tkarcefors, 5o it
best revolutionary alm tkat can de forge
ucder prézéat conditinns for the defebse o
the U, S. S. R. agziast fwmipoclilist ver @
well as fer thé resincration of tho dictator:
ship of tho proletariat within the Sovie
bourdaries. .

Tke cuty of tto Dolshevik-Lenin!ste, then
i3 jndicated with absolute claclty dy th
world situatlon. It is g question of acalev.
fog a glzantic hstorical turom: of regrouning
the proictariaa masses to lead thema direstly
in an assault on capltallse, Toe lmncasits
of thisz task and tho necullad conditlons o
depression {n the proletirian  reveluties:
wovement, indicate clro that it cannot ke se
couijrlishid Uy & resoltticon of tho 1. L. O
It deniands &rst of il systemille aud pas
pisteat preparation Lefote {t besonmes ¢ con
crete realits, ) Lo

We are now_ocly oa tho first lap of thie
hisloric task, at the opening of our proza.
fanda work cmong the proletarian rmesces
oa behaif of the bannes of the Feunh Iaters

th

ratioaal, which will Le historicaily the ¢inl.
cciical contiauer of the Izternc:” al ol

Marx aad the Imtermaiicral ol Lea. ( i} 4

whose bannor it mus: be bora and

whoso banner it must conguer.
Desalutioncn ta U. 8. S, 1

Tre builiing ol a rew Conmmunlss Party {a
tie U. 8. S. R. racans that the road of prace-
ful reloria of the olicial party bas catirely
vanishied.

As a resuit of the ficlation of tho Rezslan
proletariat axd tho defeats of the irierna.
tional proieteriat, the politieal rule of tas
working clasz In the Soviel stato Las tasa
usurped by the Stalinizt burezucracey.

Thte ccoacomic struciure constliuted dy the
Socialist maturo of tire proporry system s
the oaly ¢xisticz ground today for giill char-
acicrizicg the Sovict Siato ss a  workers'
State.

In the defense of this Stete, the Bolrhevike
Leninists must use every rosclole  paiitleal
means, {acledisg Insurrectional mecas and a
united Zrent wiih burcavcratic contrism.

The doxinatioz of tie bureaucracy. over
tte Siate makes such defenso  impessidle,
however, and coastitutes the esseutizt cozdi
tion for the recestabiihsment of capitalism,

The task of the new Communist Party In
the U. S. S. .. must be nothing but tho re.
group!tg of the proletariaa vanzuard which
r:ust lead the masses with the aim ¢f F~%eats
ing the ruling burcaucracy and rec ¢ she
ing politically the proletarian diciatoiszip.

The International *Bulletin will appear
rezularly In pricted form. Somo isfsued wlil
be larger than eight pazes but the prles
will remaia the same. Weo shail cxpect alsd
to be able to print sulscquent fssucs ok &
better grade of paper.—Fd. T



