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Abeaﬂder Rcsanoff
; Alexaﬁder Rosanorf, z Party Lembor for many years, who
- fought in the Civil War, in the Sth Army which crushed Kclchak,
‘succumbed to the loaths om° treatment wh‘ch the Stalinist bu.
reauc*acy 1nf11ots upon our comrades 01 the Ru551an Opp051*1on

: At the noment when the internatlonal situaulon ls“rbaonlnf
to extremns, the defense of the exiled, isolated comrades as.-
~sumes greater: importance ‘than.ever. . It is. important tc lzt Cem.
-munist workers know these facts, .in order that they may the“eby
-oppose the cimres committed against the courageous militants of
the proletarlat agalnst ‘the best mllltantq of ‘the. Bo’sh@:la
jParty.-s. T :

A

t'hé"éréek*Boiéhebik;Lenlnlsts_~0rqanlzanlon of’ the‘ﬁrchlo-
s e e MATKASES - kg : -

' To”the International Seoretariat~:7: B ,:Hagélﬁt b
; RS 2% - < .‘. ) N 32 - .

i -Just as 1ast year, we deczded to narticipate in the May

e ulst demonstratloﬁs, and in time we proposed to the .C."P. & u-
‘nited front for the best possible preparation of the ‘demonstra_
~tion all over Grecian territory. The Stalinist leadership did
~ngt even deign to reply, differing in this from their predecess.. -
~ors, who replied with slanders end insults, Only in.the Red
~Aid groups, composed of rmembers and sympathizers from the two
{organizatlons, responsible Stalinists declared their firm in.
'tenplon of not collaborating Wluh the Archlo_na x1sts.

»

We sent 1nstructlons to the mnmbers to establzsh contaot

? -

YAs'is natural end as was’ fore°eeo by us, Stalinist ad_ :
enturism was - ﬂlsplayed in this-incident too. - :They had arrangef
-ag” the scene of ‘the demonstratlcn Cronia:Square.in:the cente; ‘
fof the 'city, at 5 P. M./ Whoever knows .that this. ‘year:May lst
_onclded with the Orthodox Baster 'and.that at 5 P:. W everybod
~even:the workers, ‘would be at - homs 'to:celebrate tnefnoster hol
‘iday;-that in order to come from the workers! suburbs and guar.:
:ters . people would have 'to march Tor’ three hours if . -they could
not:pay- their transportaticn coste, which, fer soie people, are
day's 'salary,. can-understand that this year's Hay Day could
-be:a"demonstration onlx of foroes organlzed by the two: Communist
'orgamzan on., L S .

,4y;;f'We d1d not fa11 to criticlze severely the Stallnists' ad-
s venturism; but we decided to do-our utmost to mobilize the
“largest possible number of sympathizers. In spite of our ef
- forts we did not succeed in estzblishing contact with-the Partj
.;units, the orders -of the bureaucracy on this sub ject being very
- strihgent, under threats of expulsion, etc.  Only in-two Red
Ald .groups was the application of the-May Day united front on

'q_the ba51s of the Bolshev1k_Len1vlst proposals unanlmously ac-
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~cepted by, the pertisans ofthe two orgenizations. This atti-

" tude of the Party pariisans wvas ceverely-criticized.in the Par.
"ty -central orgen "Rizospasiis" as e2rryir.g out. @ COUNIeT_Iewo..
“lutionary united frent with the Archio-marxists, the worst 50—

-‘emies.of the working ciass:(i. e., of Stalinism)..Thus ve 7ere
.lJeft to make guesses as“.to the assembling.point, and to draw up
‘our mobilization plans dccordirg Lo the. circumstances.

. .c,ﬂ0h Apri1'Zéth;“thé,policéﬁsdddénly'carriedjoutgalseries of
‘mass arrests. ~They executed ra:ds. on ;the ‘trade.union. oliicss
of the two organizatiohs;uand~on,thegeditorial,officas=of tle
Communist organs. ,Thereaoccurred'3005ar:ests,:wnich=conti.ued
‘up to the evening quﬂay*lst.;1The,pdlice=had'profited;by,nheir.

B

experience of the previous year and:foresaw that tke -partisipa-
fﬁicnnof“the-Bolshevik;leninistsEwoglq?havegthe~Samenresults as .
‘oniMey lst, 1931, as well as at the :poiitical memorial demon-
“strations for our*aséassinatedydomrade;Pampoucopoulas::&Acccrd-
“ingly, thgy;mobilized.all*their:forcss%andsScatteredﬁthem‘in a
~ ‘radius of two kilometérszfrom'the”demoﬁstrationispot:ffThe~ar-
‘rests grev to the number of 500, end decimated the organized
.forcés, .The Party's.complete failure. to organiza, our complete
.fazilure at’ trying to gain contact with':the Party:.base, the Dpo-
“lice measures, as well as the unpropitious time for.the demon..
sstration and?its~site,_caused-tbPM:tpjg;ye“upfall*nlans fer the

“demonstration..
The Socizlists.—. detachment of [fifiy of our comrades viho
" -avoided the police attended the meeting of the ‘Socialists, wno
“wére also celebrating May- Day with their partisans;-composed of
yeorrectly dressed. gentlermen and finely-painted ladies. There,
“in the name of the Archio_marzists, they demanded the floor,
.and amid cheers for the InternetionaliOpposition, -chairs-began
+40. rain on the heads of the Sccialistileaders...The worthy re_
“presentatives of the 2nd International were thrown into disorder
;ggnd“struck'until‘they;sought.refugqgﬁnder-the-ﬁables;fnThe're_
““union broke up bastilyﬁin:spite.of;the7faqt'ihap,}hewpolice were
wmaking arrests. Eleven-comraces, of whom one escaped, were sén.
‘tenced to' eight days sach dmjail.” T

e ,QEELSOns;;Livelj'diééﬁéSidn33Wér§gééffiedﬂ_nﬁinﬁtheijails
??mons;thcsegarrestedjandfpurvCOmradésg@iﬁ’good;waKTTngthe pris-
‘ions. . They were .the only ones to'sing-and. for this dctlon tasy
‘were brutally b=saten by the p;iscn;trustieé'aha’throwhfintc the
“dungeons. iTne-Stalinistsfadopted1éjpaésivegattitu&e}and:cnly

;after.realizing the ‘significance cﬂitheifjbehavior;declared a
‘hunger strike which lasted....between:the . noonday meal-and the
'evgning'meal‘of‘the.samé:day: Ore:'Stalinist in sight,:the se_
-.ecretary of the bank_employes' union} -(it.'is -notorious that the
:leadership of this union, influenced by the Archio_marxists,
' was driven out by cocperation between the Stalinists and reac-
‘rtionaries) made the following staterent to ‘our-comrades:

... ."In the same menrer in which Socrates became a.classic,
,Lénin has become ore also." By that-he means thai. Socratea’
_“reachinys are unobserved today, in the same manner as.Lenin’s
iteachings. Thus, Lenin having been deified, his commands are
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A;ﬁG'IBhgér'ohiigatorykfofEhié devotess.
to.those priests whose.actiors are so-much in. co
‘their religion,) - ~"°° ..

" (This is an analogy
ntradiction to

o Salonlehl Tt Salonivd the situation mes bettsr, “This is
due 1o The faect that our comrades control the mejority.-and Ltae
-offices of 5 Red Aid groups. Thus they knew the assembling .
- points for the demenstration and they were also able to apply
a:united front with the rank and:file. :Five demonstrations
tal of 500 demcnstrators,

PRI
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jzﬂ ‘were held in the suburbs, with a to
L - despiterthe terror. One.comrade received 2 bullet wound in his
§ ;foot ‘but was not arrested. ' There was a total result:.of.1ll ar_ =~
3 ‘rests and 51 years in jeil and deportaticn sentences., - .-0ne Ar_ ;
b “chio—marxist comrade Teceived a five year sentence,.a@nd ansther -
¥ - ‘one of seyen years. ‘In-these demcnstrations the Bolshevil-
‘;LeninistS'participated‘éctively, and-in‘one they took the ini-
" “tiative, The arrests were from both-organizationsj’ but ve
ggtill_d¢~ﬁotvknow,the'proportion of -our,vietims. ="
P _si-Similarly, at Patras, therse were. 15 arrests. _Archio-marx-
i ‘iiggs{ﬁndfParty.nembers.»ﬁWo do not yet know the sentences. )
Conclusion__lfay Day showed that -the Grecian working class,

+although growing more radical, has not yet come to the point
“where:it.will fight with the state forces for aims wmhich are
7 1gtill not openly linked with its interesss. -In the days be.
-+ fore Easter 500 unemployed gt Vanthi were beaten up while ask-
“ing for bread. Two.thousand railracd construction workers of (
“‘calambaca_Verria threatened to set fire %o the workshops of :
{tthCQmpany,.which\wasfholding.upvtheir:wages for the past two
Cvimonths; in Pireus a month aZo, 800.t5bacco workers went out on
.+ strike and engaged in 2 battle with the police. Similerly, in
".-Salonica, hundreds of workers fouzht for. irmediate "demends.
7 Somerof.these explosiqnsmarehspgnxangpg;iiang,mde;:ived;of,qcn_
sseioustieader3hip,.they are.quickly, crushsd, .TBSn the lesson
.of:May Dayiaﬁdqof-ihééé"étfugglés"iﬁ;élearj‘we;m&siglead,thére
'fnmédiaté.strugglés,5iﬁfdfder;t6f5aiﬁfpdﬁer-té'léédfthe.workers
' ‘aizzy drop.in.wages in |

jpﬁ@{strhgglqslofya,highérqfofﬁ;§{Tha
-Cdnseqﬁehce"of_the;félllof;théddtaéﬁiér(the_franc;hasg;isen
i:pm}gfﬁz'&rabhmés7tbﬁ6122).ﬁi1lmstir;iﬁtdﬁéqtidﬁzthé@entife
orking Elasé}Ewhichihas*Sééﬁ'itsﬁwagesjshrinkTtdaqnd;fourth.
2\.GX;;'gle.zi'xe".r.'c_llgi'st.r'ike‘.c:an'}be'_;é:alle:-.'d",”_'arx'd'f-‘r,he.'Cor'xg‘r(E.e,'s,,o’fﬁ"'o'in'-';‘érgaiﬂs.
;izatiQﬁjhaé.decided'pofﬁfeate,thefne@esséry-agitatfbn‘anﬁ.re_

~lated propaganda.in brdéf,tbaﬁ-the;partialﬁStrugcleggmay.be
stowned by this sirilks £Or wage readjustment and.demo oratic

,51ogans. .-y

S LA T

The ‘s6cond conclusion’ is that Stalinism hds become still
(;more;geactionary.‘eThe presence.on'the;Po;itburo;ofgthe nev
_gjgpapty;oiécifoﬁ_thefmufdeferIof'pur,coﬁ:ade GeorZopapadates is
- yery significant, Thé “expulsion of Archic.marxists. from units
-~ and prison.units-is proceeding 2t a rapia pace. Insteai of &
" . penulne-united front, ‘the Stalinists have made &.united front
: .:.with the worst reactlon, with the Pirean bakers!.unlons and the
- ;Athenian vetsrens. -Expulsions. from anions, expulsions from Red
“pid groups, .and piens.for assasgination-go on, There are po-
groms.at public assemblies against .every Archio-_marxist who de-




mands the floor to refut= slanc rs -and 1mbecilit1es.u In spite

of this, the application of the united front must go on. The
d90131on of the t:o Pedlp*d groups 19 symptomatlc.-‘- :

Stallplst Ca Pncar.;Enc1cs°a we sond you an article w
~appeared in lnpe raii on re%ruary 15th-on the sutject: of th
~Internaticnal Lnew;-ogeu Ylorkers zy .on Fekrrary. 25gn. B
‘our part1c1nuuion in-she’ fl"hulnb aemoﬁstrattona 7. August
'Septerb°r 6, and cn the.:l4th armiversary of the U. S 8. R
~we .shovied uhe rariy ‘meuwhers whet resalus demonsu‘a ions..3en
“have ‘when limit2d to¢ Communist forces-and in the awsenae cT
thOTklﬂ” class. Ofur partlcloatlon tcok Lthe . grOL“u from arder
'~ the feet cf the S,allnﬁsts, who: no lﬁnger dare 10 s;aﬂder us
-as agents: of the beurgeoisie.. Of ‘course they dO:;u anyuay, ha 1t ?
mobody believes them. . .le accordln”ly ‘declered ourselves agairsw
“the Stalirnist calendar ‘and in favor. of struog¢es 1lcn concern
.the -masses, . as vas further shown in the-Athens ubo»_makerc' ’3
’Strlke,‘mhare our prcno=als for. pollulcal ‘action ‘mere-sabotaged -
‘by.Sta2linism.-.The strike’was a failure in spite of the number
.fof strikers. (4C00). Stallna<m offersd proof of a- vulgar eccn
comism in.this strike, while our comrades arrested’in- tnese de- -
monsoratlors are now " s rv1 b Long ceﬂtancea.

.a--. T, 4 : "", . .
' Tl ? .:..r,_. S x.:vn,

\w,;fSlﬂC° thls artlcle, the Interﬂatlcnal Unnmnloyed Workbrs' Lo
-Day  was not commemorated, after a micerable attemptwon the e
"/Stalinistst' part-to obtaln nolicé permission fcr a lsgal as— :
semblage., A few days previcusly ‘chera tock place an illegzal
* Party demonstration in-sympathy with the Chinese Scviets, but
‘the sentences which ensued terror-bpd¢the ?arty.;‘"ﬁus the ar_
ticle in the Pali put 2n end to the calendar and the 1=oor
v;skates have not cared to crlnlclza it o thls day;~

l..‘ " e e hd ,‘- x‘ O

LRI

- Mun1c1nal ctlo in Plre s,_Of 30 000 votes. cast the i
Party canaidate received on tne 11*=t.ballot 1COO'V006S "and L
-on:the second (thirty days later), . 1200. .In 1928 the vctes fer - -
=dthe Party were-3C0.. The candidate of ‘the petty. oou‘geols N
Isaldaris Party (cha;a terized by the’ S*allnlsts ‘and .Spartaccs
X”as Nonarcblsus), captu‘en +he Vo es 0f 211~ ' S




gyv.passing: by the: plonesro cf ’ ""-;IO»»”VlSS‘; Jl_ea;iﬁs:ge*, and £1n'“

.‘01' TES

yof the 1nu IuaviOﬂJ' Jranc rlte org anlkatlon.;~

qoion &s - uhe zost-vavriegatea of. this ruvhazurély meh;Fd togﬂthe:
internetiondl"; stertiny with Messers Xowernda, Etscher.and pals.

-mxnlatvy,.un“ en“*ng with Swerall’s 1o0Fai 1951% muna ~co*pany

i“ished -02f on tke lefs oy the teuretk groud, whlca..a’“n*‘“&81t“4~ _
unexpressed sympa+hies zor“he Z-»OVleV ‘oopositicn.of.3526-27, intec.
rattached itself to the Brandlerite: leadezsbzp ‘alshough’ czrefal %G .
,keep itselt at & u*stance from the sliry cavp¢1vns against tLe -

éuat present zn obadient :ﬂflbble* fcx the- CLiu“ chOC*O.lﬁ ‘coulitbion .
§
§

o

.101 on’ tne pro»ess o; diffevy~
p r*tgerland apd ‘Ans%triz wher:
_?it tends. towaru the SAP, and. in Amcr‘ca whe+e' it hus arr1ve& cuch -
"nearer'to cap;tulation han the Ce“mnn ?nﬂﬂleus" St oeride gt

U dmkRoRR -

.gmcﬁhradé Nearath

; ”uhe buzeau. I w;sh quite 31mply *o ;ve you the follow1rg Ie?lj

L prague,. uZBChOSIO”aula. s B SRS S oo A

; 4v..:0n.aoril,7th I recelveu'vour Netter ddtedvnarch zeth;"i haﬁe';'
had copies, of "your letter made:end uha~__ end them to-tre: msmts:

'r e

: Your concern ¢or the*unificatlon of‘~h= 1ntern¢t1ona1
‘.OppOSlulon is -expressed very stroniy; %obesurs in your ‘Tlester, but-
'a 1ittle brt late. Thereunpon, yOh.thB t}e\mﬂsfo sune-%0-be confise-
dly ‘advised in your anger -bsc uuse of Four sttecis on_Jrotsry's
; mpertinences. forxr -we decided after the first 1 ternatloaal conrter-
“ance held &t Berlin to discussthe {ro%sky guesiion. You:immediat 2l
undertook to furnish a report for tke. de"uSalon.' 48 Lud" ‘oftsn in
“the past been the cese with: tkese promisesiof yours, you &id not
»’keep your promlse. We . developnd ou;,"lewp01nt regarding . frotaky
i,just as far in the Inkop as’in Gegen dan.sgzgg. Je pudlished every-
:thing thut was sent us on this qu-auﬂop tefiiled mutsriel, our
ssamerican Comrades' resolutions, & oy's dIt‘CleS and, finally, our
>own position. A4 discussion on the Trotsly juesulon -did -not take
“place, for neither you nor any ong else who-did not egree with our
;p031t1on wrote enytrting. - At the regular 1nt°rnat10nal confererce,
1n.Deuember 1930 nelther you nor any otner caecnoslovaklan courade

{
;

. We submlt to ouf I?aﬂeTquPC follrwlrg-evt:acu% f*on +wo docu~
“ments which furnigh an *u.eresalng giimp32 ¢ xe-¢ntexnal processes

?1 We ma" jus*ly 6es1cnatﬂftne Cz vbPO?Toahl*n Branule~&¢3 0z zaniza- -

’cc:uun*qt'




Q.came, althouvh Ve 1nv1ted you- bexa 1t wus pOSSible‘tO aevelon a
“=v1eﬂp31nt on tLese queStlons-' : ' :

:--

. N A4 ." -

PR qo far as ouxr dlvernences on tae nu

3 cerned it is truwe; ncr 35 it = dis gty cn your parti that the pe-

f,81t10n of the CTE Oppositicn (BT“rdla vJ!LLD) rcoaralno Centrism ig

i an internatichal quth ca. . But ovr gesition regevding:Centrisu as
x5

ulOJ of the ‘SAP ure con-

-an inverretional cuesticn wzs not Jdiscuzsed in our. gior?%. It ‘
remerg d in conerste FOTYW. in Aterica eni Wes discusséd thexe a year
sooner then.in Gezrmany, -urnd. ;e~01db1(t were.mefe ia.ouy groups in

é,uhlg concrets imevizzn.fcxm. Ve trans ated thic materinl eud put- [’
$¢0 lished-a part of il in- Pcrman in tre” nkor onG -n 0"“'nzgans. A- -
ﬁ 8aizn, you 4id not weke of. tke ODDOLh.hl“" 0. ﬂazzfan aifective o

positicn thereupcne Voa a+“°nd our natiopzl sonfer n;ejpi.
not as a delagate 0f tha ZeCh081OVaiidﬂ ocuo°1u10n ~batoin your
own hoz You participated in the sssembly, but .theraitoo, you I
did- no» aefend your present position, bu“‘"ou merelw apululud \‘"h' -

'

-v'a_vn.v..

“had.a v;eh901nt .alsc tudt in Czechoslcvakia the offiei il ¢=vael-.
"shlp 0f the Czech comrades, efter your IGPOIuS udOyted a. 3051t-vn
: which was even worse th.n- tn*t of our.minority. nywey you wroie
“ an-erticle which we pubLls“ed. There. arrived u Dronest ‘ageinst its
5 ;publication from the lezders hip of the “zc~d0Qlovak;an Orpositi -
‘We then replLei to cowrade Berger . Uhuu in placa of nrotests, ha
gi Should send zn explicit article in oppositica. ui
I got .no Iaply._ Clan e amamintn

(&3

- et

. .~ - [
4'-‘

g% T "he fact that toccv "oa once upein ~eks up in its coarcest T
». form- the arguusnt of those tho Mesertaé as =Xx 7or the SAP ¢nd the -+
)(“ fact trhat you accuss us of capitulation ‘fo.2tulin,- -sLows -tnabt you ...
gf now are adopting X Fxxx & position o3 Jour owa ole insofar us, .n
i you constitute "ourbelx the crempion of 'Shese oild shop-ksepers. I 0
3% welcome the fact that you ncw show yourseif openly 28 & Trotskryist;-
20 for .that is far better than your secret and.not openly -avowed
§~ 3041Vlt for Protsky. "“'”:?2“-=w'”“”””f‘“f. A LI
é Buu I masu-comgleuely dnd Cateooric lly reject .thestatment -~
I’ thdt ve,. &S the Geruman opposition, heve “gtuributed ‘our.iconcesition +o-

_took a position on the Russien quesulcu.;o: Trotsky andion o%her
'questlons, we olways dld,oo intre nane: o*“uhn_CxC 0pn05141cn In

‘the nume of the intarnationel union o0z tke communist-oppositvion.
we .have spoxen only through documents. "Ws.rot only: '"b‘isred the * -

0

tiongl union; but we Tirst of all discussed: them ord decidad them - ..
at ‘the internution.l conference You'tndtthe other. Cz choslovaxkiyn ..

 8ingle viewpcint of tke Czech comredes.  Your  zrticle z=nd- u£° pro-
~test €rom the Center oi the CPG Opposition demonstrited-.thet you .
-have no sinle viewgoing; the Asch comraaea, the ovIOﬁeeSt ci the =
»' German groups, 60 not shure your viewsoint in trc least. _Tnstsed .
"of yepwoacking us by telling us that we prevent the clariiication .
2. 0f ‘internationel differsnces, you should. texe o few:puins to cleur °
'up the differences amonz yoursskves. Your personal ouinicn lbLCI
. no importence 1o us, but uFut is importent to s is <tre céncs o
. that the Czech COppositicn adopts regardxna controversial gquesti
'.If you heve no single opinion, then Iirst of gll for wulate th
ferent conceptions among yourselves, us we kuve dong with cur
cuss them, olarlfy uhem d ono yOhIS&lVea,~und then weVSQall ae <

7

t/z cu cf 't

is true -

»delelve importance whuu Jou wuntad. 1n-ormat10n in-sorfar es you e

* %he four other comrades o2 the 1pt=rnzf1unu- opn0a1t~on..'dren ~€ :3#_

directivss for the deyedaance of tkre Cr;'OJ osition on the intexrna- "

- comreites ‘took very. little purt 1n the ‘work: ' We Go motxnow tne .




v

gL T e C S ,
‘-abled to take & position regarding them, internetionully. Your

é«personal-opinion, behind which w2 dc nct knew who OX what of our
 Czechoslovakian group is hiding, ishonly of accessory significancs. ('
Y {Je are re.dy, whenever ycu huve sompieseu, your work of prelimipary
clarification, to teke 2 positicn on this sabiast. 25 handl:z tbhe
~subjeét of your jnsults, according to wanich we dupe the rezders

" the arpo and heve no viewpoint on stalinist policies--thesd icn't

worth botharirg wbout. . - Cov e etk Sea Eo L L

.
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Pragie, ‘xpril 16th;.1932.
o’ gonTude Bra ) g ' :

. ; s

“‘Dear Lomrede,

.~wuu.a%fé‘¥3?**ii;pv-4v'« . ;
First. in. regard to theu$econdary_que§tions:

LI was impossible not to know thet I participated et the
Netional Conference in 3srlin in By o=n’nams for I shoukd kave
been unzblée to participate in eny otner murner. 3ut if you infer
~-that I hud no mzndate to present musei& 'in wne nams of the Czech
- opposition,” your reprecach 1S anfoundceé. I:&pp3zred 2t.the Rerlin
1j¢onfergnceainstructed by “tke- asch and>Reichenbarg_brganizations
‘and in agreemesnt with othsr Gerwean groups: ¢f our opposition. 3ut
»,I;did'not,speak«in the name-of the Gzechoslovzkian Qpposition be-
cause’ I was ndtb delegeted by the existing center which, 1t sseus, s
wus unvbled. The‘Center;ﬂdear“Berge:msgecifically:=did-not show  ilg
‘the leéust.interest in the”Berlin'cansrangélt'ththerfhb Was SO
h-CQnﬁitic-s;not:toaprasent:ma in

'ﬁmodestﬂfgffhis.role,,undéiksuc. ' 23 L
f.the Czech 09po§itionjl~dqigqﬁ;gqqp;;butpit‘wasacons—- e

$he name-o :
cious, .und’ it was' significante.’

=
a

i . Eveh-today I c&nnot’ chznge.ny cpinion,- roressed in Berlin,
that. the position of the Berger wing representad 2 for -worse wis-
take thin that expressed.in jour pinority’s ettituds ;intie in-
stance where it united organizaticnally -with the. 8.2.4v "1t is
absolutely inconcievable that. you kold tgeSe'declarutionSuugainst
Sotrirk it (RSP ypat. Jou BRLT YERETE TTITTTT :
‘... Your remurk thut I promised to vtll:e Czeckcslivakian confer-
ence 2ni purticulurly to urge on this convocation, but thet I did
not keep this promise merely shows th«t you have rov read the N
irbeiterpolitik-(srpo), at leusd £0 far .8 the Czacnoslovekian
supplenment 1is concerned, «nd still less -the .repzrts :.nd ecnclusionus
of our :sonferasace et asch, which were publishtea in tke :rpo and

" meraover .adressed to you. phe Gerwman Intern=tion.l conierencs

%, wss, then, convered and-held by us, after all attempts -and all

LR S
. ol
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efforts to push our ranownad CC %O convene .this Nubionel Conference.
hed proved vain. vje expresseé this vsIy fact in a clear and
streightiorward @Wunner in cur resolutions I cannot . take sariously -
your wish to kold me yesporsible in greater or less dsgree becuusSa
. the CC Gid not wish ¢ convois ary conferenca. ot

SRR

- I

“5&'*If‘one'shoula abssract from this wpa’ from a saries of olheT
mo:e,formul'questions #hick in truth constitute the esgential con-
-tent of your letLer, one can S&¥ thut you ures hitting bssids the
‘mark on +he ‘quatstion with “hich wWe «X€ soncermneG. - firstm 2 f&7
words on the protlsms on which, in oy .opinion, wve h.ve -a eomiLdnl
.6onception. 'Judgemeat of tke Frolich-iialcher greupisisten. =%t the
~ Rerlin confernece, in.a personzl conversuvion with you ard Thul- -
heimer, I wus Of the opinion thut this g¥OLP would not ally jtself
" orgzniz.tionslly with tne SAP. In trat I wesS mistaxen. . Toda¥. L
;a8 yesteruay. 1 consider thut this ssep taken by thes minority was ..
ﬁ‘fwxong,-und thet tkis attitude(putsxitselfjin compleﬁewéontradictignj
-:10 the principles.of;true Comuunist tectic. . But . fTOotsky -clso cor=:
- gemns this step, ani even more resolutaly then youls But you pave.
‘zsserted the contrary in-the AIpPO, LS, 1t seews =0 .uS .. T0 tThis re- -
;47 with a.sentencs wkich-it is really’

R e R P

L

i
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%3~>@rbgch you reply with fecilivy

; pot worth while wnswezing.

g O R A Y S T, .o

¥y . on the SAP question. Che SixP is « Centrist Party. In oY

gkl”opinion, you contributed nothing %0 tke point in the judging oI ine

g;_ process,of differentiation in the T«nks of the Soclal-Democrat

t' ' yorkers, but you coused only confusion wren you oruracterized tke
Jhat ic

SAP as on «fterbirth 0? ths Indepenésnt gocizliist Pargy.
of importance is .thet a party oi-ihe L2t ning_social:pemgcrgtic
u.. .0The task of v1n

N
L

DY RS

(3.~ workers re.ch ou%t vic, the SaP. towsrds Comwunis
%ﬁ . Communists can only consist in helping tkis process. But you eXx-
£ towerd vhe SaR in Four first slogen "phestruciidn

. pressed your stznad
o0f the SaP".« It will,bg.eztremely
~4his sutject I daid not_ya:songlly :qke.g‘PCOncre

Lyon Buy.

difficuls to oifer prcof trat.on
te.position”, &%

ent tofallfbhr'groups;flfperson
Restruction oi +hs (34P} Socigliz
ence .(znd a2t the precon2y ¢ncl
ieptes

SIS T

w.”“In.a;détailed'ciféuxar
-“took @ stJnd'Lgainsﬁ‘the g1

. Workers Eeriyl. At the &S :
‘I‘zeyortedﬁunequivocpllyuin this wey. ..Thers We.s potithe S gniess
yh1CT.

.~difference. Jris viewpoint We.s SEprE sed -in the:resolusion _
wis unanicously adoptedjby the confer aze, end this was very SUC~.
~_cessful.. above 211, Comrades Blees cnd voliel, in; & most exira- =
.. ‘or@dinary meaner apprcved?the.politic;lfreport end ‘resolution. It

.there are <ny divergenceas betwesn ysur-opinion end. wine cn this =

“-question, there-were none o

\

S7c The Trotsky gquestion--You'rs erark thet until:
- sented nyself only Bel.destinely” S @ Lrovsi ist and th.t only

. pow I heve decidsd TO <ct openly a8 one, wersd ¥ proves thut even
. in this discussion you d0 not forsake tne method of czluwny. It
45 sufficient to prasent’ simplc focts against your -ssertiocn. in-
dependently o your gifferent viewpoint on ine Trotsky question,

B I kzve gublished since the begirning in the "Arbelitel S0LiTiK!
Z. . everything thut I considered Geeful in Jroteky'sS WOIKS, in 19e9

18 ) [T ~,:

Ao

dz

RN A . . . - . ) A
g}v :I published unasT my ncme & detulisd and CPDIUVILNLE critic

E{S Trotsky's book vy Life". In.the»“vorwaerts" heichenterg. I not

t the ssch conierence. =,

woday I pre-




" only published Protsky's urticles on the Spunish revolution but,
 'a series of .rticles on Piotsky s opposition t0 Stualinism!sy na-.
. tionul ..nd intern.tionul policy. Faturally here weS not in our

t . ranks the le.st opposition to this manner oI spproucn to Ixotesk—
‘... least of 211 on the p.rt of comr.ées’ Volrel »nd.Bloss. In thi
mannar acpewred my “clandestine wctivity fox fLzotsry". It is not
worth the trouble to wrke 2 polemic c¢Z this n«tare. zut, wve

pose the quest:.on: why, during snese ye.rs, did:-you £a¥ nothing .
/ ‘our "elondestine cenner" of tcking & position with reguud to Trot-
. . BKy? Why does this stutement cowe:forw.rd only now? You said an
.. owr attitude in the p«par pecuusen =t this @oment, « deep inserna-
stioncl -discussion:on the question of Trotsiyisn wzs inconveniang
~for you. 4&s long & you .ssumed thet in*erest.in Trotsxy’s work:
confined itself aluost exclusively to <he Czachoslovakian grevp
rof the internution=l COpposition,. you.were not. ‘deeply coneernsd.
~The intern.tion.l situ-tion and especilly the Gercan svaats, *
lgive Trotsly's criticismdend arguements particuler und zciuslly ;
extreordinery weight. 3But between the Stalinist appreciation wv.
~4he situ.tion({which is identicgl with the attitude of the predent
leudarship of the C.I.). and Troisky’s concepts there is no oridge
AS you &re in .agreement on these:questiions, i, e..-on all question
. of -Communist policy and.tactic, with Stalin, you-skould resolute]
+-combat Trotsky and his concepts. .~ You should -acknowledze this
without reticence, .nd should s.y so openly to the comr-des. ECW
‘gver, -concerning the mepner in which you conduct ;tha straggls
T-against Trotsiky, by wh.t means and with wuat matheds, I h-ve exl-
‘ressed my personcl opinion which means little~to you. But it iz
.-elso by .no means important what you personally considel importani
-.or uniwmportant. From & purely maTier 07 foct wiewpoint, I muy’
" add something to this slightly "somicol" agyucent. I one wel.
7ot ccknowledge your positions, your asuvimetion O persons ~nd

t events, withou% considering the true relution of forces, ons2,

- would believe th..t he wus lis=tening to someons speaxking a0% only
"-in the n.me of extreordinarily importunt positions obutv «1s0 in
“..the.nume of extreordinary successes .nd progress, Av vhse RBerlin
“econference, we hcd 4500 subscribors 0 the aTpo. Today, after ti
rupture with the uinoriiy, you huvs uppreciably less subscrivers
,uqd*supyorters.' and this difference cnly begins 'to acguire
gignificance when we rec.ll thet yon cen work:inside i of ae
‘8tate which numoers 60 millicnlinhubitunts wnd more then thirty

"millionhindggtrialiprqlapgriansy”

_ . .
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» ...7.Before tke decomposition which decimuted your organizastien
-and ~1so re.ched our;opposition;.we;hsd.;aou;gﬁeooumembers in th
German region of Czechoslov.kizy, ahich cowprisss u total of ther
wmillion Gerwun residents. 04 We . huve wlWays . worked 41tk msens

N

N  incompuarably wmore wodest thun yousy.. “..o o,
Lo '~. ' . S _v.:_“ : ) :;-‘f'_}.--;; o " (e . . N -
S pnarefore, . in view of the results of your person.l VI0X K,

“you huve no euthority vo sps.k contemptuausly of our raports 9:5 ¢
‘also of one or the othsr of those respensible for the opposition .

PO TN

" 'But the wos%t importent concrete question-is: ¥hy, in reallt
. 'has the opposition not been z2ble to develop in 20y country--<¢ ©
. probebly constitutes ons exception? aitver your return Ircw
Moscow, you aven predicied the complete conquest of tho Germ..n
C.P. «nd in = relatively short time. sfter svme yewrs Of toil,
‘you g&ra ncw ia 2 Process of decomposition and,Qissolution. and
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-?tha‘arouna of Ieninicsn,

: 1*““{"\};”75 e
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ilmost all uha grsups which guthered chemselves internctionzlly &-
round you zre in the same esiftuctioz If Sweden constituves tue con
axce;tlon, you shoald zamamber th.i tne Swedish cowrudes do not
XX «CCept your orggn-z tion 1 pnethods wné 40 a0 purticipate

in the sllantest degres. ln ths houndlpg,o ro,s‘y

&: cy X
ynot it is proper to combat S*J11n1sm as o s"s+ezu and prsaise

irejected. Your thesis that Stulinisa ¢ eopCQQS 10 Leclnicz on

ﬁin th2 U.$.S.K., tut not ia the rest of the worlu. cannct be se-

Eceptgd by «ny thiniing revolutionury worker.

<

‘. .In reullty. tke opposition has lwhys h:d 2o right to axistence
snd it h.s todhy GOrs then ever Eut we rast chooss waathi-x ¢r-
13 on

Thet ids the dacisive

3axp1Jn&tlon why the oon031t10n not only stunds ¢nc“p¢ble of rizuina

ﬁ;bov» the tictical 2nd principle errors of CI policy, tut evsn of

fcutlining them. .Nzturally you «re @ie in the opposition restorns-

m;bla for this stuua mf affdiISo "o 21l-shure the responsipvility
or lt .- R : ) *- ".“ . . - »{‘,. .4',v

I \

‘ In your leuter you mentlon in ovary wenner- p0351ble thaet the
intern_tlonMI conrerence &id not taze pluce, but I vainly look Ic
ga concrete explanstion -.s to wky it did not. You hzve control oi

f'the bureau, particularly of its principal functions. If you h=z=d

ig0.desired, the internationz:l conference

ime since. after the n.tionzl conference,
uestion interncstionz2l_importunce, c1osu1y related to it is ”rou—
io

ky's critical position toward the CP twctics and his QPPISCI
f the situ.tion.  lothing is eccomplished by insulting

“a Menshevik. You cen- ch_racterize Trossky us a.Menshovik only
those vorksrs who 3o not #now Trotsxy's position, who huve not

,‘reud iis lestest worzs. Bubt you t.ke even iirther stevs on this

stquegtion, Trotss<y nas «lways been & Henshevik, and zccordi no*c

‘wliays an anti- Leninist. You could not very well deny th.t your
g Protsfy w«re in no wuy awstlnoulsned z*om the

Fo%t only hus the Si?

b
Q
8
10

v-methods of. fight

%?method?'eauloyed by Stelinisw. ‘hen, in questions with which

5‘St-11n\sm is concsrned in the Soviet.Union, there is no divergs:

y o’ opinion bedween you znd Stelinisa. "“;_iluriy;,ln your stand

:'wards Trotsky, there is .betwesn you «nd St.linism no diverzence

ildppre01<u10n of Centrism, und, z2ccordingiy, of the SaP. Alsc,
-though this hermony is of recent duats, there. is no -differenzs L2

0L ike Reve

o

’4raae Unicn Opposition, cn the gussiioca

vtion and on the 4nglo-kuseion Ccamittce. Tnen, wh.t is it that

sapdrutes you froa St. 11118m? ouh~pg.

: If it ware othexw1ee. taen ‘the catastronkic .sw=shing whi ch
' OfflCl 1 Party has baen suffering for s:verz=l coanths ..nd purtica

g :_r'_:‘\.u\,»‘. fem e
...»\; :1:_7—\,
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j within the frsme work of German Cozmunisa.
Mwhlch ‘is weakzaning you has lest none of its {orce.

y that this is werely cisplcced crgusent irom the Valcher groul
"7 Sshu ll not

.. ’reproach you for your Zupituletion veifore St;;ln. I
i querrel w1th you thersupon. 3ut it appecrs clear %0 me trh-t be-
tween you 2nd Stolinism there exist no dif feren;es-sa;t¢c1

dustify tte m-intenance o; your opan¢t10n to 1t..

:.\ ;_
.‘ .~'.'

V1ly in the lest fou weeks would Eive wlrecdy pleced you in power
In reall*" {re wroces

+*
-

n

Irotsiy i
Y "GO

1:

iciant to

in whickh caseé thls systen must ha compl cteh
\

-

c¢ould huve convenced 2 lorgs

.tween you and Stcliinism in 4pprec1u710n of the policy
Socizlism in oue ccurntr;

“there is nothing for you to say on tha problem of ithe Chiicse Lews.
"
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You tuka satis{..ction in rebuaking me because Asch did no4 shure
pmy viewpoint. 2osides that, you refer to Barper's opuOuLvlJn to wuy
articls in Gesger dsn 35200 ile 2axr3 disc rbSL“g :§ Covmmunists, o
saries of questy ons ©f extraordin.ry raportenc for th2 Coumunist
movewsni. In sais manacr I conceive ths dizcussion #ith you and
that goas for tne discussicn with Asch. This 1s wnhy I cught to warn
you ssriously mct %o overestiuwte Berger rte support. NC ratter where
Barger siands, ke is far at the xizhs 0o any conteivabls oppor: tymist (71
The ASch coarades can give you sulileient i formuticn vathis sub-
joct. Aurtkermors, L. will tr:nsiate ror you {rew Svotoda the
jstic work tn:t has bean accomplisined in the cincrsT strike.

In roreudirg %he lattar. I perceive tkut the gencral manncr
of haniling tha Russizn guastion lavves room for wisvnderstandings.

"I repezt what I szid ia dy i1stter to the asch ccmrades, that ths'

grsat successes of the Five Ysar Plan can bz denied cy a0 Coxnmunist
“h° successses 0f Soviet construction take plucs despite Stalinism,
thank~ ] the tremsndous foree of ths Qctober revolution.

Comuunist greauvnas,

_ Heur"*h.
kR RE - xaEwk REAKE  RRRKER
Resolution (Raicrenvarg lay 23rd, 1/

At th masbing on April 24%h, 123:I, the Jpvosition rapresenii-
tives of the grougs from Jussfstel, Maudori, Gablens, 2sichennbarg,
veissiirenen, 2%¢., declared that they pronopuncsa vh msSalves in
£ vor of the tkeoletlc 1 2nd t:cticsl boses whiczsh dsternise tha
uetivity of tha Leninist Oopposition, th:t toduy, just as rathsric.
they stund bnhiq4 the resslutions of trhe last N.tional Jonlerens
at Asch. 7The ropressatatives of tkhe Noth Bonominn district regret
strongly th..t saverz:l responsiolg mueomrades of ths Asch dostrict
who until now agyrovad ina Drlﬁulp]=d bases of th2 Cpposition.
conswyuently tha decisicons of the National Confarencs at Asch
icularly %tnose ports siprh.sizad by coamradss Volkel aad Bloss ma 7
letter zddressed tc cowrude [[surath, s w2ll us wrat was explamed

in the fsch circalar.,

0

The represent.tivss of the North Bohemiwn district declare
unanimously th=t they completely ghare cacrade llzuratn's viswpldiny
in his discussioa with cowr.dss. Volkel wnd Blos3 .s 73ll as irn that

with Thalneimer and Brarndlar.

The c¢onferzncs further declares th.t it does not agres with the
Arpo's uttitude in interratviocnwl 25 woll us in Czechosloevuikian ques#
tions, since in this attitule is expressed the negation cf ths funds
mentzl and tacticzl viewpoints of the Leninast Oopoclu*ou. this
mo¥1 ficction in the canduct 0f Lk arpo dauas craisl L, ircm the last

#A#2R Notionol Confercnea in Berliu. S

_ The conference furthor affirus that the inssructions which the
aSvh Sceratarint =ddress=d to the groups on the inernationul p013
cal situztion, then on thu quastlou of the political struggie in
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M'czeoﬁoalévakia (the miners' strire, estimation of the vurious parties)
8re in the righest dagree superzicial urd, from our fundaaental view-
point, false. T e : Col :

- - - .- - . -

" - The conference resolufaly rejects to smulato tha disgraceful
" Btalinist wethods of throtlire Perty demosracy by forbidding revolu-
- ¢3onary workers to f£ind cut whal Troteky has actuslly said, partica-
larly what he ha® writtan (a point “hich comrodes Bloss and Volkel
. @otually dewand in thair letter}., The glundare Girectad against
. eomrade Troisky will be damolithed by the woriers &5 soon &s they .
-7 - have the opportunity %o learn the ecntonts of his writings. B

£ The responsible functionarios of the Norsih Bokemian district
o Qeem it possible to arrive at an agreemsnt on all srgumentative
.. *questions within the frawa-work of taoss oppositionist cirelas =WA ‘
. which do not wish to capitulaie before Stalinism. With this purpose
the courudes charged by tha Confersnce mns?} spa2dily realise tha
¢ Preparations for the convocation of u Hationaul Conference.

AR Kok Kok ok AR Ao pnp— .
: R Cwmjokkk - )

- A& Xvong OWF Socticns

Tho_Pavelopmen’ 02 %hs Cerran Cpposition. -

; In Number 14 of the International Pulletin, we gave a generul
view of the politic.l <nd Crzanizalicniy 62 fIVity of the German.
comrades. Hers we shull make sm efiort to girve the comrades of the
International Left & glimpse o2 tha organizuationzl developuwent, ani

- . 0f the spreading of the press und our litoratare. - '

" In the preceding report, comrads R.W. disclosed how the first
winths following Lundaufs expullzion wexa davoted to coniralining

¢ the organizaticn; turther, during this periocd, all the comr2iss hag L

to tie themsslves down %o regular wprk. This year, duriag which
the German Left did not, as foruerly, expend its gaeorgies «nd furoes
Lt 12.12ternal discussions, ends with a relatively favorable balance-
--—- .. 8he6%. - . . ’ _ : .

- A year ugo we hud more thun ton comrucdes in Barlin, the groups

from Leipzig, Eemburg, KLonigsverg, Bruchsal, Hambern, Kheinland.

- and Gold.p in Bust Prussia. OJhe Hembueg group., which has cfiered a
.- - particulurly focund field of l.bor, has secn the nuuher of its ade
’ heront$ inoreuse six or seven-zcld. The new adrerents are all GC2G
o members, und two thirds are Perty furctioraries. So tur as Brucraal
<+ 18 eoncerned, we have alresady stated ir Bulletin suaber 14 thut vha
' - group has increassd from 45 to 100 Nembars. Purthermore, 4he 3ruch

. all ¥= muuxmExnad  comrades heve besn X¥TH71 able. to eat.blisn ssveral
: ~ other smull locul zroups in- Baden. .in the sourse of the last few
C(‘ - months, we have succeeded in creating grours in Magdeturg, Qranien~

berg, Batzen-in-Saxony, Beuthe, Rinfeln. Gelseniztirchon, Colozaeg,

Dinslaken, Friedrichsfeld, 3rkenschyik, Erfurt., Bretten, Zeuthern,
and Heidelskein, couprising frow 4 to 15 Zombers; thara are so0lid
eonnections with %44 1-3 comrudes. in Eresluu, Prenizfort-on-tha-jiain,
Kuisersl.utern, Kurlsrthe Gorlitz, Theinkausen, Zsson, Solingen,
Dusseldor?, Liuenburg, Stettin, Brexarnaven, Dresden, Gsra (in _
Thiringial 3nd Prathal-in-Suxony, as well as in Stuttgart. Thess

e i SR B g
T e

¢ ——————— - - ]

 —

4

p—

4
'
f
L

———— e .
o MRPR

—e————s s o

—— - . n
..




,‘,. 'oomradgs work in the direotion o2 the Germun Opposition, und they
LoN gistridute our literatura, they muinteln COrresyondence with the
¥ leadsrahiy or woth the COrrespondias rezionul leudorsiip, «né en- .
iﬂ;’ deuvor to crears regulur groups -on sheir regioans. o 1( r
& 4 . : . :

In Berlin the. vioxk is wecre Qificuls, for-the zppurubus Lress-
ure weigks more huuvily 01 the Purty-membars. Api %h:i CC waschsas _
with u severe eye, Jest "Teatakyism” shouid oenetrate into its home
In spite of the difficult regicn und numericul weakness our Berlin
group hus uuds sxcellent progress during the lest three or four :
months; the avnber of its alhereants hee rissa at present to more tban
- 80 coir.des, solidly organizad; besides this, it hzy gained a sztres
of sywputhizexs with whom, from time to time, ws hold discuss:ong;
it 18 especially enccuragiug that i1n Boridia uc well as in the rest ,
Y of the counvry the mzujority of the nev coumrades ave between the ages g
. 93f 18 und 35 and, for the wost part, have, for Sevaral years, 'besn
3 uznbors of the Purty zist or the YCL, some of them holdong rasponsihle
.positionse. : ' ' o . °

: After tho Fruseiun elections all our groups oexhibited vory :

o lively zcetivity witkia tho Party, whers soms of Shnem opanly agituted .

Yes" in the direction o2 the Gernun opposiijon, demunding a charge of
Party policy in accordance with Comrade Irotsky's proposcls, mi
ensrgetically protesting uguiust the rewoval of his rignte us g
Soviet citzan. The result i3 that up to now arozad 15 comredns nave

. . been expullad in Oranienburg, Rintoeln, Magdeburgs; Rerlin,
=ZD ~ Gelsenkiichen, Bauthen, Remburg, und Kaiserslautorn.
’

Let us wuke note o the fuct th.t we owo our success zbove all /
Yo cowrade Trotsky's pamphlets; they were purchssed not ounly by
Purty wmewmbsrs, but also by oroletarizans belonging to tha2 Soecialist
e - wubor Party (the SiAP) and to the 3ocialist PArty; they svon penetrat-
9 . ed into.tha caup of the lefit bourgeols aand thney have mado ths Lort
\‘gﬁ.ﬁ{,}ﬂfi\giej&fkvq& g.q, Rexn ny. :

deag The Geruman LaZt hé%:ﬁﬁ?Eﬁ@ﬁmﬁﬁ;@@@@009198 of cunrado Trotsky's
Sl AMnkriots in the coursa Of a year (rounqnnayfanSS, of wkicn apout
Nw#B@obOG nuve bDeen 8014 s0 TeY; althouzh fox tne gcmant.t§$.clrculat1cn
. has slacksned a bit, it nevertheless coatinues unccusingly.
_ Tho first pamphled uppeared in April 1931 (the Sgan%§h;agvolu— :
.. .+ tion) znd 2,000 copies were printed.  Of tho sccond,. Pfu°10mah0f e
N the Deoveloomsnt of “he U.S.3.R.", we prianted 15C0, the'uhtrd. Tha
. Spenish Revolution in Dunger", a printing of 2;CQOL909198. rét ?ba"
';? end of Septeuber, 1931, we broughi out "4ga1nst.§aglonux Com:unisa®,
\1' © 4 pampnlet of which we ran tnree consecuulve.edlvignsf and of whiyh -
a totsl of 15,000 copies was printed. -  Asf tire boginning of Dacombar - -
appecred "The Key to the Internutional S;tuatkoq". ana §t tge 91?§9
by of Decouber 1v3l, "Agaiast I{u‘sion:.l. Soqiali_s:x . Thar‘}aSt?do puoh--
V - "1lets, in three editions, aiso hed a priatiag of_31,5vo OO?LG?o"'&t;l
the beglnning of Harch 1932, appezred the iast liaxge pampn}au Jhut
8 Next", which has up to now, had two printings and & diffusion of -
.~ 15,000 copies. v . L : A
.- Oour review, "The Paruanents Revolution" which flrs? appaared
' wontkly, and since tho baginning of ths year, Semifmontnly, has al-
most doubled the size of piinting siace the bezinning of its apji6ar-
' ance. But this result is far frow satislactory, fo;_theSe aro'mucg
"7 .. "7+~ possibilities of diffvsicn, possibiliftiss which we must ex-
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", ploit by making use of all, 2nd especially through the new groups i~
“ {74 oomrades. ranante Rsvolution Lo

A satisfuctory symptom for the 2srw
is the faoct th.t the nuwmber of readers is consvanily, though slowly,
increasing, «ud thot these is ndo flustustion in the nuuber 02 sudb-
soriptions. : . .

our next eim is to make the Rormanunte Revolution u weekly
peper (This wus accompiisned in July-zditcr); rnowsvsr, for the
moment, technical and financiul difrficulules are =0 great that ’
sufflcient aié frow ull sections L8 negossary %o accomplish tuis.
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oup is concerned, wWo can assert
oa tendoncy nas permitted us

e T

So fur as the Tife oL our g
that the rurture with ths van Qvorsirs
(; to wuko definits rregrsss, the policy ¢ our group raving ce=ssd
to0 be equivocal, -nd th.%v, with ths internationul Qpposition, we
have resolutely enzg ged ia the guestion o2 raintegrating tine Col-
wunist Opposition ia the OI 4nd for u policy of regeneration in th2
fornar 2nd in tha officenl Puriiles. -

- e ,rA ——
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simiderly, the fact th.t on various occ.sions (while Zully
justifyiag our criticisu 02 Stulinist poliey), We nuve baen able
to show that we sre o the ancondaiticnal desase of thae Suviat
: Union, Las brought us near 30 comnunict woxxsrs and sympavnizers,
» who usoed {0 invsrpret our struzgle against the rotten policy oi the
Stalinist LeuGership as a strugzlic agalinst +ne Party, ths CI 2nd

the USSR.

Furtherwors, u good number of comnunist workers who had nod
the political capacity reguisite o discern the shamaintl WINIUVITH
of the Stulinist socessionists zt the wmowont 05 the sscessionisy =
process, nk.:ve bson Sucessiully raachsd anew; SO nuch tre more io i
asininities, the St.linist lg=dars nhave succeedad in having exp:
6d the foriegn cvurudes, Who constituted the majority of them &
the moment of sscession. &t the time ol the "+nird poriod of
errors", without uvaokiag ingo account 2acts and possibilities, thay
decanded: that tha workers follow then, 2 poiicy of bluif and dew-
agogy. Mot only did this golicy isolute tRO PAITY from the massus
but it caused the disappearance ol the vctivity 02 tno best vleiisnts .

etill rouwuining in the ZParty eritaer our expulsion. . _ :

AN S L T tage
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s The €23 is, at present, without seriouas infiuence on the
owrksrs, ani their efforts atv trzde-union s»niitting, s well «S
their theory of social Zascisu, nrave deprivad thou of the possiti-
lity of influencting the reformist WOrKorsSe

7 On the contrary. the volicy of the Compunist Opposition, whioh ({‘

-

s

R

e

LR,

BT TN




.

| —15- )

Is - | TTe. /6.

tukes reulities and possibllities into consideration, our anti-
pecessionist uttitude on the tr.de-uriodon gquestion, our V10p0s8Zls

on tke unit=d froat, lookipg. hewards i true union of worxers? forces
for struggle, our wcivion ior vnification opoosed to the Stalinists’?
secessionist actions, 41l this has peruivted ua 20% only to vin
symputhy uwong ine reforwist worzars, but cllo to zake the most
clecr-aighted coulunisy workers .nd syapathizers underst.nd that o
Oppositiors ure serious and xnow bettsr how u= we wust defead 3he
workers' .nterests, und thet it is scgratv..ble thut they «re a0t

within the P=rvy.
The most serious objection thut thay nade to us was that our

opdn

. eotivity w.s hot suificiently purifest extern:ily. Jhey «liow thea-

gselves to be impressed by the extarnazl deuonstr. tions organized oy
the Stclinist buresucracey, which is 2insicielly supporteda by the

GI. Thesa woriers do not underst.nd that our Opposition group

whioh edits « seui-wonthly pupex (which £.11s snort o2 its require-,
zents 2nd which kus n0 other resServes that the support of Opposi-
tion couy«des .nd synpethizers) h.s not the opportuaity to orgunize
numerous extern 1 dewonstr.tions. During the lost period, the ®
Ogposition hus orgenized sowe neatings +hich met with good Succass.
But the fi.ct th.t -t preseat tje Oppositioan c.n only u.ke usa two
or.tors (Verreczen ond Lesdil), .nd th.t it is very liwited in its
fin:aci.l jossibilities purwlyzes it in the dom.in 02 external uc=-
tivity =s comp.red with tke CrB. fhe $% linist lezdership does

not hesit .te to produce as orators hollow-sounding blustersrs who
Don't xnow the A3C of Comwunisu .nd who do nothing obut aiscredit

the Party zud Cocuunisa wuwong the woriers, who can never rellsct .
on their argukents.

It is pitifil to hear them ptump-3v1ng out their sentimeatsl |
speeches aad to aatch theuw thus furaishing arws for tje sovial-

democrats to ridicule cumzunisme

) Lhe Voix Conuuniste, our sewi-zonthly organ, h.s 1200 copies
to wn edifion; o: wress over u thous.nd .Ie s01d regul.rly (220
to subscribers «<ad 600 sold in the &stlreeis -ad .t the entrunces

" to f.otories <ad wines.) : .

Our org.aizution--.fter the rupture with the v.n Overstr..tel
tendency, Cun-rlcrol wlone reauinedi wivh £ cour. desd in Verviers. d
At present the Churleroi regson hLus six groups of 30 cour.dss, who
meat regul.rly e..ch weak, where they live, wno p.rticip.se in
Oppositionist und trade union Wworz -8 a4all us in the s.le of the
Oppositonist's pupsr -nd publicutions. at Verviers we h.ve two -
coxnr-des who work in . saction under St.linist influence (cire
culution of the p-per--560 copiss).. .

Brussels-Touv:in--A dozen cour..des led by cour:ide VareacKen
of whow rouxr .re youshs recantly exgelfed fron the farty LZor work-
ing -.pd niting vith +>~ .0 maositéon. (circulution 9% the puper
125 copias). _ ~ T e

Liege--A group of old oppositionist coursdss and spep..teizo.s,
whoay tre v.n Overstr. ton ie.dexship forceu into passivity. Tnhay
agreed with the Leit Oppositica on the qusstion 97 %he Sino-Lus-
si.n conflict enéf on th.t 92 tho tactic 0F strupggle for the ra-
foru of the P.rty 2«nd of the CI, ag.inct vne creation of . aew
paﬁzyk-and for th t reason have rajoined tho Lait Ooposition.

t ayv mEim OUr 1w V] \ . .
becm—_{?ia,mzed.““ eres '(S ineressing a“‘lgow Fot‘c‘es are
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_van Overstreten tendencye.

~ “thinking th-t oniy our complete independence of the CI and vhe
/B2 would peruit ns to carry cu% to the linit out tasks,,sv_aur R
as we are comaunistse :

o ‘ -6~

Uy to the present, ths Charleroi Cowradas alone nuG lozuswi-

ship of the group, ratucally wiib %hs cousent 28 the conr.ges

- from other ssciioas. 3Bat soon we shall be able to ¢redata a n.¥io0a=
41 lewdorship within whizckh will also entor comrudes frou ins other

dectvions. _
’ o= . 3 . . .
Ve can, then, sum up th.t the 3elgiup Quposition is guining
pey forcos «nd sr.duwlly surmcurting ke diificulties 0o %o oln-
gseousive crises ond split with the OB and the spiit with thoe

The v..n Overstru.ten tendency, derrvived of the consid=rable
support vf tha Charleroi workersi fader.ticn, is r.pidly dwindling
as » result of its Zulse policy. Ven Cverctraten is Jest neiltic-
ally (he n.s endéed =11 colluboration with nis clé group). His
deseriion brougnt adout Ifurther depariures. AS & rasult ¢2
differenses with Polk (of the Urbahas sendency). oid isaier of the
Lnvers group, who adited o review, *this group Oof the vun OvVer-
stroeton tendency is <lso decomposing. In The Mesish rezion Sa3vels
orzl couwr .Ges aro epprozcning uS. as I write tuazsc words, kenaut
still peraists on urging the necessity of creazting nsvw p-rties,

88!

We shall do.our utwost to convinve the cour.ées of tha ven
overstr.ten-genacut tendency. th.t the safe rozd fox thcm, who
ere wenaced wita political. disappezrance consiats in ¢ld=ming roaas
in . spitit of eolludorution in work with tho Comnunist Oppositisn
whioh wus tight g-inst vun Oversirateun-Honantit-Pola

AR KA A KK ¢ o 3K K ¥ R K K X o K KKK K
- .o [ TATY .

wla Vie Proletarienre", orsgan of the CPI, sl nce iay lst,
has spoken ~f & conference of the Italian group of thas Parieien
region, ccnvoked to thrust oack "Tretskyist and conelliatory®
tondencies. There we have a heariening indication, all the more
50 since we are informed in a latter from Italy vhat mong the
membership, ultra_ifet tendencies, diapersed by the Party and
the Leninist CI by & long and 2rduous ideolonical gtrugile,
once more take on extraordinary exteni amor ths adherents,
The official leadership, itself heading dewn an ultra_left road,
finds itcelf povierless without & line and withcut directives in
the face of these tendencies. . :

. ~ POLAND

our Polish comrader have just brought out ths first number
of their review "Proletariat", which appears in Brussels.

SPAIN B
vle learn that the bourgeoisie hes enforced to the hilt the
suppression »f the counter_revoluvicnary Troiskyistc"., In ptc W
drid , our ccmrades Lacroix and Fernarndzz, were ander arrast
for several weeks, and recently they just arrested comradcs in
Estremadura, Seville, and Barcelona, 2idng othars, com'zd? Nin
The latest number of their weekly parer ng'l Sgviet®, has been
oconfiscated. Ve send our comraces in prison oul fraternal creeto
ings for strusgls and w3 demand their releass as vwell as vhet

DO

of all revolutignary workers.




~should be th: first to re joice, if this is so,

- all under revoluticnary conditions, be rejected by the working

" mass movemants, even when they deemed them as rot conforming to

‘theless, I raise the question, it is bacause, &s the experiznce

COMRADE_TPQTSXY'S LETTER T0 T3 GONFERENCE OF TiE SPANISH IEFT
ESEMITI . ce

Doar Comradeé,' . S C - . S . l: (

The very faect of the convoking of the conference of the
Spanish Left Oppcsition in itself reprecents an undeniable .

achieverant for wnica I sincerely coengratulate you.

. I deeply regret that circumstances have ke?t you from
publishing in convenidnt time the drafts of the resoluticns,

- and in this wey from giving foreign comrades an opportunity to

partake in their deliberation before the conference. For *his
rsason, not having an opportunity to pronounce my views more

concrately on the questions of your order of the day, I here .
confine myself to a few short remarks. It is gnite posrible
that their slementary character renders them superfluous. I .

1, First of all, it seems to me that in the regional ro.
ports it is necessary to clarify just what part the Bolthevik.
Ieninists have taken in the genuine acts and stru;gles of
Spain's working class, That is the central question. 4 peo- -
litical group which stayed outside of the actucl movemsnt and .
occupied itself with criticisms after the svents, would, above

oclass, I do not doubt for a mowment that ths majority of tas
Bolshavik-leninists in the regions havs participated in all the

their own purpeses. A revoluticnist criticized, not from with.

out, but from the very heart of the movement itself, On Jan.

unary 9, 1905, the Bolshsviks, topether with the workers, marched

to the Tsar to lead, with far greater success, the republican ol

". propaganda,

I have no doubt that on this fundamenta. questirn, we
shall have not the slightest difference ameng us. If, nover.

of other countries has shown, certain isclated elemenis are

raparted to link tHdemsalves with the L2ft Opposition, which,
under the pretext of "Marxian criticism" 2ctually Jodgs the
revolutionary strugzle. For these gentleren the revolutionrary
movement is nsver sufliciently "conscicus”, "lofty" and "tow.
ering", for them to indulge in ccming out themselves on %he
streets with the workers. We must, at an opporture mcmnt,
purge the orgunization of people who, in the crucual moment of
thi struggle, are inclined proioundly to contemplate thsir na.
Va S. .

That is why I advise, in the regional reports, in conrec-

* tion with the critical work of tte Oprosition, the clarifica.

tion of its direct participetion in the struggle., A concreta
repert on this subject would be very useful for our entire in.
ternational press, T

2. Another qu3sticn to which I would like to call your
attention touches upon the international character of our work.
Orportunists of the type ‘of Maurin and his Madrid imitators
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built up their entire policy on their national peculiarities,
Not to know these peculiarivies would te, I granit, vast ldiocy.
But underneatih thom we aush knoy how to discever Sh2 moliwvas
ing forces cf inuernaiicnal dsveleprent, @ Yo grasp ohe
pendence of neticrnal pecollzarities upon the werld combic2alon
of forces. Fracisely in %his intzrnatisnal marner cf solving
national proniers and national peculiarities coneists the tro-
mendous advantags of Merxisy and conssquently of the ief% Op-
position. .

For your yo:ung organization irzro arises here in partic.
ular the task of following carefully %he work of the obthsr sec-
tions of the Internatiocnel Left Oppositicn, in ordsr 2luays
to make your acts conform with the in%erests of the whole,
Withcut the internaticral criterion, withoul regular internca-
tional links, without the control of ore national scctionis
work by the work of ths other natioral sections, the J{ormation
of a true revolutionary proletarian organization is impossible
in our epoch.

3., Germany stands at the centre of the vorld situation
right now. I do not doubt that your conference will devote
all recessary attention to the burning problens of the German
revoluticn. This question is one of imwsasurable as well as
immediate importance for the formation of the Spanish Ogpecia
tion. The more tha Spanish Bolshevik_Leninists pose clear.ly
and decide before the eves of the official Farty and the pro.
letariat of Svain, the probtlems of the Cerman vevolutlion, tie
more smashing will be the blow they will deal to bureausratec
contralism, the more gquickly will thsy ccncentrate aboutu tlen
the sympathies and suppert of tha advanced workere of Spain,

In confining myself to these short remarks, I warmly wish i
you success in the work of .ycur conference. rorward! There
are mighty tasks and decisive stiruggles; mdy your conference
forge the necessary veapons for these struggles.

Communist greetings,

Ycurs,

-

.
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‘,. w From a Report of the Troach Section of the ILO ' -
R nLiperalism, linad up in the last analysis with . -

- , Trotskyism, has bsen abis %o make i4ts way into the - VR
A CPF.” . ("

.{Pravda, Saturday, Feb. 14)

; . . .
)« our comrades only know of the sruernal difficulbies and the
N numerous discussicns Witkin the Ligv2, Iagofar as the activisy
8-,, of our organizaticn in the working clase and inscfar eg cur 50¢.-
! cosses ani possinilities thers a 8 csacerrad, they cculd &% besl
T <

oniy have rucaivad a nepre report from rzadirg L- Verate, It is

the laster that we want to Iy to clarify in she foilowlng linss.
The spaca allotted to she yusstion of Who Le¥d Ceppusitict om the
.party press is in 1t5e1f an indication oi Lhe infiuence he eX-
ercise. The:e i3 not & numper of e Cahiers da Bsla2nsyisin, ofe
late, th't does not iaxe up tae preblem or WToLgkytemr | Lnis
question was posed in the sreztest part of the issu2 oi Jaruvary ¢
15, especially in an article by Fervat entitled: "Ieieat Trot. *

skyism etc."

S S As preparaticn for the perty congress, the sarty conductied
» o - a very fiercs cempaign ageinst Troteiyism, =nd attaecked the coeme
Teoo o redes for the sin of believing they have & right vo 1apen Lheir

o e mouths". ~The leadersaip itself exasgeratad the tension of the

gituation, in order betier Lo be able S0 introduss terroriza-

' (D'*f . tion into the renls of “h® darty and in order to rally ihe Vi
' . .- " eillating elemeuls., Speexing of uie rreperaticns fer Yne cono
Sl + gress in the Parisian region, Samarvd yrites: "It is no eX&gUcY;
e, é) S aticn to say theat cnporvuniat jdsoiocgy, both from ks Rignt &g
.4 ’ woll ag from the Laft (frote:yism) Jomincted our distriet cono
B ' ventiona." (L:id:m.nite, January 29)
: ( o A few cxamples worth while quoting: ,
104 . -
wor "Do not content yourselves wiih merely saying that 'Trot-
o8 -gkyism' is a port of the ‘venguard cf Lke’ couater reveluticnary
;; ’ ‘bourgsoisic. Precve jttw, saic two com aces of the IV. Distriet.
N -
i ‘;,/J ' one unit adopwcd a resolution 2gninst "Tretskyism"; L'Hu- .
' - %/ nanite published it indicating thal it sagsed wita 17 fer 12
L e against, and 3 abstentions. One of their ridiculons maneuvdrs
f, » ., . consisted in shifting bLae feult for all the nistarss on ©0 2
v part of the apraratus which was racently aisccvared 10 havs

participated in the foeundiry of = secrsd group.~ovhe Bzrbe-Celor
"Group"., But not all of trn2 comrades parmitied themoadlives VO
be deceived by this mansuver. wIt is sirenge that the CT phus
denounced this group. It &lso has its spare of rosponsiciliity,»
 declared ons comrads from th? Ty. Distvict. The hostility to-
< ward the leaderschn:p is very 3greah. Symard, who hag streinad
- rela.ions with tha Parisian P1strict, expressed hirsalf az fcl-
lows:  "On the cna hand, the District leadzsranip ic cgningt thy
self_criticism cf the uprer loegorship becazucte tae uppsy lead-
ership forgets to crittcize itzelf, on vhe cther, it cin toim:
ate unjust attacks arld great injuctica against part of the lead-
_ership and of the Diatrict.r” (L'iuma, Feb. 2C)

- - . e .
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‘But this is the least. Even mach worse than bthese reac—’
tions is the confusion. Ineartaiziv and instability often ino
terchangs. At vLe soment indecisicn und restlassness pradeomin-
ate in tne periy. Wovkers grope, listzn to whet 1s said 2bout
the party, sympathiz} vith whot fro LO suy3. oven though 10U 8
forced to approach them from the outside. frew tha ¥ired appear..
ance of the Vecite. w2 have siruck out with freetings und discuss
jons. But this was dore ms¥e or legs haphazurdiy. The 2PANIS A
uprisings of la5% year, the present Sispation Ln Gsrminy and ira
fortheoming ¢icction in France require of. ug gystemetic activity
in a better conse., In thd Parisian suturbs, in tpw vorkers

- L]
sections, we &lc organizing moetings, p&rtici;mte in the meetings
of the party. A 5ignificant nuwber of pariy Lpembars and LNEta-
ployed participate in our mestings, Qur viows ars ligtenac T0
with great attentivenzss. Ab ihe reatirgs cf the porty. 1o aniciy
we direct our mein & tzntion, we ncta that thers is & great do-

we have to say.. In vhe 19%th and 20tna

) in Peris the workers turn against thest
who intevrrupt us syst matically and want to sabotarnc us, Vo arve
making headway, incre aing our consactsa, gaining sympathy in w2
.party. In the courss of & socialist meeting we vaceived lively
and enthusiastic support from Communi gt workeus in our axposure
of the social Gemoclatic policies. L'Avantgarce (organ of the
yoL) is 2larmed and writes: "Ancther dungsT 15 vo.ten liberal.
ism, which shows considaravion for the ‘rouskviets, The:efore
our comrade from ta3 6%tn secticn mart undsratand that ne is
making a mistake when he supports tie Trotakyiats &t an oren
meating under the pretaxt that thay dc not say anything against

us."

+
sire to listen Lo what
arrondissements (werds
k)
a

[N

.. In the country at large, our influsrce is also spreading,
By collaboraticn 0?2 4he varicus c2nielrs vwhich we already have--
excepting talluin.--ti@ latier Rave wanaged to gathor ¢clozely
about them the memtors of the perty and vhe sympataicers! organ.
izations. Lontigny hes besn Tecrsanize In %he Zast, Taged

. and Floranc2 have bear mintiored by the Execative Commi tice of

tho district. In Les Chuvants, our comrade Courdavault hus con-
tact with the porty units and the lattcy nave menaged to get

him to spaak for th2 parvy publicly. In Lyons, our comrud? 3 )
gathered all the militant comrunrists in town a2t a mesting sinply
to listen to on2 of our comr=des pascing throuzh the cZty.

Thers was an excellent discugesicn. CGur group in marseilles i3
growing stronger. TIh vwork carvied on by tka .Oppesition in whe
last few montis ad antblod us vo. L2t & foothold in the pnriy

and the working class. vet, tiae paureaucrats still asve thu nelve
to speak of npwterminatingt vz, Toere are naturally mony veax.
messes. .any lazks in tas technical, many in the poiitical,

and even mold in the organizational diracticn oi our aficirs,

The living contacts with the party are as yet waek, espacially in
the Parisian r=gicn, Wwnars the Opposition- group dosg not carry on

-+

" work systematically.’

The poor work of our parisian Oppesiticn gioup is as much en
offect as a cause of the oricis in the Opposition., Bub this
~work, which has cost us mpny efforts, +no leck of expcrience of
the organizaticn, as vell as of its membars, &S conditioned only
a fooble success, Despite all these weakressas, the Opposition
in France has been aple to build up, not a group with an unin-

-
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fluential journal, but a group of workars, who have contact with

meny othsr vorxers, with symgaivhies in many orgunizations, and

-

-which cen be faced with great pcossibilitiss by ths deve lopmont of

events.,

There is a sreat discrepancy between our ovpinization and ifs
influence. Ona cf the rsasons for this nc doudbu liles in bFs whra
ditions" of tha Franch pariv, of that we are sure, The *82K ooN..
ception of the imporlence of crganization hus unfertunataly bs2n |
inharitated by us., Tho rasulis achieved, however, c2a oniy impal |
us to ek’ the following miasuras: Lo sot ourselves 2 Gefinite Y
goal; to convert all the anarchistic attempts into thaeir opposite,,
by setting ourselves the ‘task of extending and de2penins our or-
ganization and our influence by m3ans of syatematic work cn the
part of evary one of the colleborators of our organizatior.

PRI I I

on the Question of the "Promethso" Group

Tho question of the "Prometheo” G:oup znG i3 velations
to the In‘srnational L2ft Oppositien has now reached a
decisive stz2ge. e haovo already in the past carried

soveral articlos on this guesticn anu congidar it abso-
lutely incispensiblo to transmit as much material as
possible io the sections, so that thuy will be enabled
_to form a complstely independent opinion on the basis

of the political positicn of tials group.

In order %o achieve this aim, we considar it nocoscaury
to reprint bolow the theses of the "Prometheo" group
on the demccratic slogans, Ve are nublishinz in addi-

tion excerpts from a letter of comrzde Trotsk viritien
, -

more than a year ago to a member of the IS, but unpub-
lished up to the prescnt,

" In our next issue wo intend to carry further documents
oconcerning the "Prometheo® Group.

' o : IR ~..The Editcers, -

o o e re————— - —— .o -
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Y FROM AN OLD IETTR OF COMRADE TROTS® 'S ON TFE BORDIGUISTS

S

i

l :
o . ™

” .~ (Critical remervks concerning the Prcm?theo group resolution on

! ‘" the struggle for democratic slogans.,

-

';L/- ...And now a few words on our Bordigist friends, If one
! .peeds Peragrarh III of their resolutlen, which is inserted sanr-
erstely, altogether mechanicslly, without any connecticn with tuae
text, the gwestion 1s posed among them in the following mannanr,
- . ‘Democracy is arr exploidters prinmciple; revolutiomary parties nevae
grasped this hitherto, the Russians vacillated in 1917 hetween
| democracy and dictatorship. The Bordizists were the first to dis-
Y, - -cover the principle of dictatorship.After this principle was dis

covered overy usage of democratic slcgans becamg reactiicnery: in
~ other words, the dialectic of social development is repldced by
¢t the metaphisics of the development of a secterian circle, Yhe
}"{* - Bordigists train of thought entirely corresponds to tlie the spiriT
‘ -of the rationalist enlightenment of the 16th centuary, Before, er::
_ 8r'end pregdice reignsd; now the true principle of socliety is dis -
:%97/" covered o the basis of which it will rest in the future,for, since
we enlignteners have understod it, there remains only one little
thing: to rebuild sociecty, Curiously enouzh it was the Znlishten-
ers precisely who discovered the principle of democreecy and on-
posed 1t formally to the entire nest develorment of humenity e2s an
. " ehsolute bzginning., The Bordigists has discoverzd nothing: they
] have merely. borrowed from the Rus~ian Revolution the vrinciple of
o . - the dictatorship of the proletsrizt and set it free from all riec-
.)( § torical reslity, only to onrose it as an absolute truth to the ab-
y solute error of dcmocrecy., That proves thst they have understood
absolutely nothing of the theory and practicce of the Russinn Kevo-
' lution, as well rs--let us méntion in passing=--of Varxism, Thew
do not take the trouble to exvlain vhat their own concertion is
© of democracy, Arparentlv, it 1is Just rarliamentarism, Rut, then,
. what will bscome of so small a thing for example as Indis's in-
dependence of fircet Britain?® This 1s e purely democratlc slosen,
. Tt is a question of thec liberation of one nation from snothe
(nsturally the Bordizists will immediately exrlain that trese 2rg

A

° ! eclass-nations, sométioing thet e & innegrs never thought of: hut
o e’ the essence of the matter is thet it is a question of the liter-
v (ation of a nation of the colonial type from another of the bour-

”\\;)f' zeols impericlist tvve,) '

Then what is to become of the democretic slogsn of nation-
al-independence? Our vise eritics have pssed this question by,

! Should Communists fizht aegainst measurcs of police violence
4 and chicansry directed aratinst frcéedom of the press, of striking,
nf asaemblage? And what docs this mean, if not the struzgle for

democracy? '

19' : ~ %hat will hernen to tne agrarian questicn in this ssme Tndia
"4 - or in Bungary or in meny other countrics? We knov that his hun-
(‘ - ger for lend can impel the peasant to support tho dlictetorzhip of
~ %, . the proletarist in s country ss beck#ard as india, PFut to poelize
this possibllity 7e need 2 scries of concrate nistorical condi-
tions together With=aIcorr:ct understendinz of the esrerien -dim-
,~ oeratic problem, Tne “ndisn pcesants dn not understend the dict-
W atorship of the proletarist and they cs=n only
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bourgeoisie., The ontire misfortuns lies in this__that the Bor.
digists conceive democ*aoy and tha dictatorship of the proletar.

. iat not as hisvorical institutions, on3 of whinh ralieve ore an-

other dlalectlcally, but as tmo bere p‘inciplec, one of wnich
incarnates good, the othar, ovil. .

In conclusion I wish to cousidear furtrer the roint 5. on
. the subject of Russia, ac an ineredihle curiousity. Shere 1T
is £ssertad that the 3Bolshavike suprorted the slop*n of ihe
"nation:.l uSSembly™ "durirg a vexy short perisd, rrom the I8Nl
‘of Cz;rism up to “he @tter oy to in\tll capitalist domination".
In rezlity, vhe sccial deuocraey pusv forv.rd the siozan of ke
n3tionil &Gsseubly from tre beginaing of its existence, i. e,
since the yo..r 1583. ©Dhis slog3n pliyced 4n enormous rois in
the education o7 the proletarizt cnd of the party, stariing
with the first ysurs of the presaant century. It was undex ohis
s8logzn thut the revoluticn of 1905 developad. All ths work o
the RBolekoviks be%woan the two revolutions wis cirried on
undexr tre following slogw.ns: 1) dsuocratic respublic; 2) the
land for the ypaasant (tne'q rarian revolution); ¥) an 8 howr

day (dsmund £or prolsturicn dauOﬁr-oJ)

Tho Bordigists will zrobably expléin that 211 this was
-a transitory wist.xe, oeczuse it balonged to the soubrs period
wnen thoe &bsolute truth of the dlau¢torsnig of the PIClBquI&
had not yet been discoverad.

e=Y,. Trotsity

.J n. 15, 1931, .

X K ¥ % Ok

Note: Ths European editions of the I. B, publish in this plue
.oonr.de Trotszy's two letysrs to elshord. 3oth h.ve Dbeen
publishad in the "Milx.,nt" (On the Lobor Party Quastion,

Vol. , Ho 1931, Letter to Woeisvord, Vol. , lio. )y Obvi-
ating any nesd t0 republish them hers. . _

" ==Bditor, English Editon.

.
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Jearn to understand it when it ir r3alized by means of their semi.
conscicus support., I sa2y semi_conscicus bocauso the Iniian peas-
ent, with all his narrcwrss, with all thy leck of clarisy in his.
politicel viewpoints, nevarttalars wisnes ccnssiously to take tig (
lard into hit nands, =a2nG he expresres this Cesiro witd the fermula
chet the lari balengs not to the landlords but tae prople. Tris

ig a pura denocratic roveluticnary program whiel signifiez liqui-=
dation of svary sort and avery rewmnant of Seudalism, Whad =iil
the Berdigists say to uhd peuranis?  Your prograd is democvatlc,
therafors rooctionary. W3 prorosc to you' & proaram ol ihe dlcva-

_torskipo of the proletariat and of cocialism, It ig to te fore-

"the preparaticn for dictatorship by half, by two thirds, and in

sesp that the paasant will rerly to tiem with som> stiong expresSs..

ien in vhe Indian lanzuege. What do we, on 4re contrary, say to
ths psasant? Yeur democratic egrarian program signifies a pousr-
ful histcrie step forward in sceicl developmont. We Communicic e
pursuo a more redical historic 2im but we supgert fully anid en- .
tirely your democratic tesks, end we make them curs for thy prcs- e
ent pericd, It is cnly on this road that we can lgad tae pelsén- °
try to support tho dictatorship of the prolatariat in the course
of its strujgle. ‘ :

Curicusly enoucht, the Bordigists her? scrvas up as @ dis-
covery of thiair own, tho samd humbLy that tho Stzliniscs and

Zinovievists atiributed to me &r the parmaneni revolution i
("skipping ovor® democracy, the peusantzy, z2tc.) .

: It has alicady bozn remarked abovs that the Bordigists mane
{fest a parlicmontary eretinism turncé insidas out, in the senso
that thoy epparently roduce the sroblem of dsmocracy envirdly %o
tho que-~ticn of the naticnal agezmdly anu of parliement gener-
ally. But even within the limits of the menn2y of wesing th2
par liem3niory juostion thzy are ccanlatzly wrong. From Lvheir
enti_damocratic mevaghysics mast proceed the tuctic of boycotiinrg
perliamant, | Cemrade Beruiga acld bais position at the time of
ths Sccond Congrecs, and abendened 1t later. (I beliova, in
fact, that in this polzmic we ust strivsly dirforantiate be-
tws2n Bordiga and the Sordigisic. e do not xnow -his viswpoini -
because the cenditicns undor wnich ne lives de nct give nim the
poszibility of exprensing himself. Howover, e think thav Ber-
diga wculd hardly talo tns rasponsibility for ihe caricaturizad
conceptions of this group of his pupils.) It wculd not b3 bad

"40 spring the guestion on the Bordigists, if thoy ars in rever

of boycott or participation in Parlicment, If & Communist de- - - -

: .

. puty is imprisoncd in violation of his immunity, will tp3 Dordig..

ists then summon the workers to protost ageinst ths violatlion of
ouf democcratic rights?

Thoso doctrinaires do not vent to underastand that we realize

/-.-“ 4

certain poriecds, by ninety nine parcont on the bosis cf demoerady
a1l the wh:le defending every inch of our Bmocratic pceitions,
But if w2 must defend the democratic cenquests of tiue working
class, may we not perhaps also fight for them where they <o not
exist? : '

-

Temgeracy is en arm of capitalism, our critice tesch v
yes, but a contradictory arm, Democracy servad the bouras

g :
‘ Ci!?i“‘- .
but within certain limits, it serves the prcletlariat against

' )
Cre

.
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ng.-‘ ) ; On thq;ggestion o ths Pronathos Group. T

L The question of the PromathBe group and 1its relation t2 thé(‘
7 Internationgl Leift Oppositisn hus antered & decisive stage, 1S ravo .
[ alread; guol;sheg.a bew ursicles on tris question and consideZed it
y absolutaly essential 10 cend to all the sGetions as upcn weteriel ..

: : poseible so that they can form, froc the political position oI this
) ~ group, their own opinidn with regaxrd to it.- )

Co T For this putpose, we considaér 1t usaful to present bulow
-~ cence rore the heses vf the Prometheo group aOn the democrutic sluvaaps:
) . We ulto prosent exverpts rrom a latter 0of Cowrudes 2rotsiky which was '
~ written Over a yeaIr &880 to & membar of the International Secrovariat ,
é‘ " but.remeined uppubidished. (?p 12-24 Precedmg) ‘ .
N N I B ' ‘ o
' g In the next issue wa will give further doouments on the . |~
- fPrometea Groupe. : : - ‘

-

Y | ) o
y }‘lr . _'NGQ 5., Mliarch 1931 ' : -=Fditors.
| IS ) .

" : on the Democretic Slozans ‘ :
(Resolut;an ofthe ProOUTIive CoLGLlvtue UL tro lvalian Left #raction)

1., Demoorucy is & form of government through which the bour-

¥ gooisie exexcises its oluss dominstion. Tho principle of deLacrucyy
: (:) - that means, the so=-callad division of society into different uajori-
st ¢i9s und ninorities which croutve a political bulunce, ia on tho oth(’
3 ¢ hand the spgcific form wniokh capitulism usos to hids its oluss dic-

tet orship. The essenca oI the. cupitalist state is deterninoed, euvcord.
ing to tho larxiun soncoption, by 1ts desire to establish & balanca

*  betweon ths forces of capitaliisa und econswlc enarcry, on which ths
bourgeois dorination re3ts,. it also saorves to brxing intd ncéord tre
various idologioal measurass werich strangthen the apparaius of subjoe”
jon of tho uussss, wiioh oorrupt the proleturiat and endeavyr t3 u-
stroy tho coumunist ideulogy auong the wusgesS,

. !/ 2, To the fundsmental isea that sveoiety doas not consist ol
~ ., 7 majorities and oinorities whicer find tneir oxprassiuvn in sluctions,e ¢
\,Jff ~ but of clusses, and thot tno state is The orgun 5>f a given dlass, iy ;
¥~ %0 be. added, that the proleturiuot cen nover, aven provisionally, "

- achieve democrucy which in the final analysis is the-reostavnlisning .
* g of oapitalism. \ : 4 :

1 o 3, Domocracy reprasanted under various forus of socisl lifs a
. - progressivs force as l.ng as capitulisa kad not coue to powar, the

Y 38 to say whon capitalisn its0lf reprasasntad » revolutinary class,
=% In the present situation when on the cuntzary, cupitalisn nolds pote=’
o gesion 02 the comwanding pists of wortd seconwuy, denierady gignifiac
! ) not one step 2orwurd for the proloeturiat on the oontrary it appadrs

o as the dirsot ressrve which the eaeuy holds in kand unguinst e o -
‘munist revolution. T T

R 4, Tthers tha cluss differencues ara less rronouncad &3 with Tio
SRR Qettg bourgavisie und auvang tha aorking peasant population, tho at-
vaupt Of capitaliasi to wusSx its 3luss doaination wWitn 3 dguocratic
6cloak meets with auck wore succass. Thasd clugsas can nevaer bs the
- vapnguard o? 4 800iwl overturn; they sre the foxces whicn Ziad thom-

‘e
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89lves et the talll end of the ono or the ather antagonistlio olzcea,
Domooraocy is a form whiok ssrves capltalisa for turning these Zorces
to its own advuntage. The idea uf a proleturian dictutorshipy sun-
portod by a prograu of grudual change in agricultural aconsmy, ia
the sole ons which can lead to the poasgnts? support o7 the communis
revolution. o :

) 6. During tha Russian revolution, tha Bolshoviks provisinnally
supportsd the slogan of a "gsonstituent assenbly" for an exccptionully
short pordod, frow the overthrow of Tzurisu until tae avtompt of the
bourgssisis t0 set up its power, which was threatened oy tho growing
advence of the revolutionary moveuent o7 workers ana pPousaNLS. Ia
spite of ths fact that the convoocatiosn of the “osnstituent assesply”
wont hund in rand with the establishing of Soviets, thet the c¢luss
foundation o7 the bourgevisie were not us streng as in other sountries
in'spito of 211, this governusnt rapraesented & freat daenger to the

"j,Bolshevik puwer at the tiue of greatasst revolutivaury crisis.

5+ Bven when the rsletivns of classes and tho beginning of the
historical perivd of civil war force Cupitulisy to relingulsh the
6pecific form of dsuvelucy and to0 full buck wn vtna> FUTLRS such us

~Whive terror, demovcrutic sSluguns wust bs rojectad Dy the proletariutgy

they crsate resexvss on which the denuorutic end social-dsuoeratic
svunter-revolution fulls back. 2Dhe Porusan 8Xanple 8nows us vn.t sho
dofoat 0L 1923 wes not due tu the Yact shut the uwaited front with tre
B8ucigl donoceraey was not embruced soovnex; it shows, as a uatier 57

Lact that this road conld not be followsd at 1l

The Italian exemple shows that thero ars heo Special danucratio
and fuscist grouprings uuong the cupitelists, On tho other hund tro
eonvulsions which used tu shaks to the foundations cepitulist suoioty
heve discppecred in the perivd of inperielisnm; and when dsnvcrzéy
&s well as uscisw find rusistance on the agricultur.l f£isld, thay
thoreupoh depend entirely on their obility to wensuvra with tho

widdle luyers of tho psasent population.

Tho gnployment L £ doncoxuotioc slogans wust to docisively

7
‘rojectod in ull cupitelist countries. Rhete denunds will oNnly AQl&e

oourt.ga the proleturict from praepuring politiced conditions similur
to the Russian experienco. Dhors it wus the proletariat who wita

- woapons in hand disporssed ths constitusat asselibly, in our couatry

clso it would be the constituant ussendbly had it tho oppcrtunity,
witich would try to hold back the victory .2 ooumunism witk ths weap-
one of cuunter-revolution, S o

8+ Even in the .coluniass in the prasent rheso of imperielisc
thoro pxists no busis for dauocruecy &8 1 necassury-cnti-zapitaliss
and anti-bourgosis forw of govorauonte IL a 2orm 3§ bourgosis puwar
on tho type 37 tha Buropean or huoriecun, 4ues nut axist shnorew it is
duo to the fuct that the capitalist world Guminction is wesompaniad
by the iupsssihility to accomplish in grout stretchus of the worli
a 100% copitulist aconomy which is in perurnent caupstition aith
other capitulisus., We uust not conclude frou this, howaever, that the
ostablishing of democrricy will nacadsarily heve an cnti-cupitalist
ohereetor. Thu exnupls o2 China srews trot there in the shadow o2
revolutionury Lussiz, through the crpoxtunist policy of contricss va
under tho bonner of Scvists was parpotruted n wassiccra o worKers sand
psusants who were prapuring the coutuniss revolutiun, Yha Zuct thet
The Chinese punsunts are actually isclatad ead botruysd shows that

-
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a dirvctly untx-ozp*tulisu progran 18 tha one uhich buaas itsolf on I
tho diotatorship ¢I the proletariut.

|
9. A4 thorougk ro-pxuamination o2 the situativn in Chint a2nd in
tlo oolonies in gorneril whuro ths conditioas fuor « nuss zovenant
n19 ripo is absoluloly necessury. ,_“3 espocinlly in vrdex tc d2- ‘
€iGa wrothar in the prusent p’rlﬁd or rmperielisn; in tle nistorvic
period of proletariad ravoiutioa, ths eocitl relations ars.such
trhot the communist porties dkohld conl.oy damoeranie slogan’ 4 :
whothor they should pronag:ngtvo the slugens of tas democratic die
faforenip 22 worzaers wnd pe="'nvs Tha ¢xpericice ard re-goxamilid -
tizn o2 thase guastisns £o0r suvch iwperinlis® couatries us Spain Sinbg

Ituly is ebsclutaly nag,uiva and shows *the danger for tha nocty

the proletarist in acoopulng denovecratic sloguns, if only tamc.:uri

4
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