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, . THS UNIFICATION OF T3 CEINIS3 CPPOSITION (1).

%e publish belew the latter of cur Chinese comrades, bringing
news of the unification c¢f ths four Cpposition groups. The entire
International Left Oppositicn re joices in welcoming this evant,

The first of lay, 1931, the day on which the Unificaticn con-
ference of the Chinese Cpposition mas held, will be an importent
date in the history.of the Chinese revolutiecnary mevemsnt, Tie
Communist vanguard, most conscicus end most “ested in the heroic
struggles of the Chinsse proletariat, on that day realized the two
conditions essential to its developmenti—_the unity of its ranks
and their idological clarity, for unity was achieved on the bezsie
of a common platform adopted at the Confersnce. Coe

" The tragic defrat of the Chinrese Pevolution resulting from
the oriminal policies of Stalinism, had as its consegquenoe, not
only the physical dastructicn of tens of thousance of ravolutionary
fighters and the destruction of the organizations of the Chineece '
proleteriat. This defect pbrouzht with it also, 2 frightful coen-
fusion in the ranks of uhe advanced workers, uhc had bzen batrayed
and derailed. ' Instead of corredting their own er~crs, the leaders
of the C. I., in their cowardice and cynicism, sttributed them to
the feeble, young Chin2se pariy. This fect cnly ezasperated all
the more, the Communist milizants, sincerely devoted to the pro-
letarian cause. The dispersien oIl ths reveclutionary forces was
eccentuated, cthe disagreaments beoame deeper and deaper.

- The disorder created by the defeat of the reveluticn and by
the shameful attitude cf the C. I. in Chinz had its repercusciens
algo in the ranks of the Lef: Opposition. The criticism cf %he
Internaticnel Left Oppositicn on the errors committed by the C. I.
before and during the rsvolfition was reccgnized as ccrrect by &
great number .of comrades in the Cainese Communist Party: the im
mediate cause of the defoat was too apparent anl the test too _
weigzhty to crzate differences on this subject. But the C, I. oon-
tinued to sow confusion even after the revcluticn was erushed.

In the name of the "third psriod", with which the migfortures of
the Chinac2 Communist Party were scarcely patched up, the C. I.

- discovered, contrary toc all evidence, a vevcluticnary upsurse in ’

the country. Consequently, it calledifor strikees and manifesta.
tions that were doomed in advance to defsat., 1% called the de—

* tachments of “he revolting psasantry and their anarchic movement,

which waa merasly a direct conesgquence of the ‘betrayed.ani avorted
agrarian razvolution _"Red Army" and "Soviet Power”. The C. I. .
condemned evary democratic. flogan for thie pariod as sgpportunist®.

The Chinese Opposition came face to face witih 211 there prob-
lems which eare of vital impertance for the ravol:tionary movement.
Thers was-a hzated discussicn, serious disagreements became manl-
fest. Last yzar w=2 wzTre confrontad with four Left Opposition
roups: the "Qur Word", the "Qctobar®, the ®ililitant", and the
w~chen Ta Iisiu groups. The discussion amcng the four groups con-
centrated mainly on the quesiicn ci the Gonstituant Ascembly on the
one hand and on “he estimcticn ¢f the "Rad Army" and the paasant J
*Sovizts* on the other. Soms of tvhe somrades hesitated bafere ad-
opting the demccratic slogans, &and particularly, the slogén of the
Constit:int Assembly in tha pressnt pericu, afraid of being charaed
with epr-rtunism by the C. 1. Others censidered the slogan of the
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sonstituant Assembly as a "populer formula for the dictatorchip of
the proletariat®., In the question of Lhe "Red Army" and ths “Chuiii-
ese Jacqusries" the opiniong wex2 slso divergent., Some sald
_ anarchic strucgle of the pazsanid hau ne ravcluticnary significance
; and ought tc te condemnsu 2as anGitis, " Others, on-the contrary. °
: ,dec;aréﬁ-themselves'cﬁithe occa~ion of the seizuve ofi Changcha oy
( the "Red Arrmy", "for the insurracticn, for the paacant poasry, 2l
without sufficiently teking intolaccount the indifférence of .ths
Chinese proletariat to ‘ré’ o

ward this moverent of sporadic révolt, = °°

S VTS S SO E TRt
- de ‘Trotsky, addressed tc ail the Orpfeni-
tion. grdups (see CIKTIRWATICNAL BJLLITIN #5) brought -the nscessary
clzrity into-all taese-questlons. In one. of- their latest letiars,
the .Chiness comrades write, aftar they nad laid-down the difieY-.
: ences§ which separated the -various .3roups frem one ancther: "for-
' tunately th2 latizr of  Comrade. Trotsky arrived. _All.the.grours .
today experience the- same dedire to establish unity.? . A.basis for
% an agroemsnt wes found, A platform and resolutlcns were &labordt-
ed,ﬂ,TodgyL‘the.ideglogiéal and organic unity of the Chinese OD-
,_positibdfiS’a,faCt,n Th¢~CbrheSE‘proletariat»nOW;pcssgsseg¢a.f;rm
" nucleus, detzrmiped 19 guide”the expleited- mas es.op-the road, of.
Lgpin,.pgward_victonx;"‘V-T* e L muIdeLrian e : oLl
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bring here ‘our. selidarity and our ‘surpert to the unified Chinsse.

Qpposition;M,We'w;sh'it‘subceqs in the rsalizetion of, its revolu~
tionary tasks., ... P E Tl SER P Pl g
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. . * Phe Unification Conferen o bf the Chinsece Cpposi
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ticipated 17 cele_ates uith decisive and 4 with concultatys votes,
‘?hey.rapresented'483‘memberS‘of-the 4 groups. -The Conference, ad-
opted our common pletform and a nurher 'of resclations’.drawn up
. previously Yy the uri fication commission. L Nationa'l Bxecutivel
. Commi ttee was elected, cemporediof 9 memeers and 4 candidatzsg... .
The secratariat "of inc Comuittes ‘consists of S members.. our or-
R -ganization hds acopted ‘the nam? "Laft Cppcsition of the Chinase
Communist Party", Our crgan-is "The Spark%. Cur platform and
... resclutions will'bectranslated into the foreign languages very
EROEL Iy e T R Rt e

. . ¥ion was held
on the historic day of the firsd of-iiay, at- Shanghal. . $gere par-
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", "Phe unificatlon of the Chinese Oppocsition has:receiﬁed“tﬁé
greatest att2nticn from the yhactionaries as well as from the '
J, working masses., 3 hepe,r that under tho le2derspip of .the'In.

' ~, ; ternational T4, Opposition, cur organization will be able tG ac.
. :complish,.and eccotiplich effsctivaly, & great historic tesk.. Vi9
... hope that close and uninterrupted relasions will behgstablirhed

-between the Secrcizriat and tne Chinese section..- -
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T LAATEPS OF 75 UNETZD CINEST OPPOSITION IN T HASDS OF

. ’.3_.

The newg of the fire in which tho librafy of Cemrade Trostky
parished, came to us throu,a the bcursecis press and h2s bezn =zon.
firmed by ycur circular. e have creatad a;special»committee for
its rehabilitstion. SRR . v ' |

o i " - ¥With Opposfﬁionisi greetings,
.~ . - 'mhe Secretariat of the Laft

- . | fl' o o.. . ‘e:. pppositicn of the Chinecee =
wp LTt T e et S . "“'gommuni.s!p Party.
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A CHIANG KAI-SHEX! -
"o" ".; .:.. ...' .‘.,. -"9".‘*.‘ -‘:“ 4;. . . ..:. .

. 'Right on-the heels-of “thi# joyful pewg, we roceive aletter
from our Chins=e ccmrades, »21ling of the arreet of 13 of our com.
rades, most of the members “of ithe Bxech ive included, by the heng-
'man Chiang Kai_Shek. . Tae ar:dsted ans facinz the fate of =0 many
other Communiste vefors shem: © Certzin +d2ath by the suord of the
butcher of .the: Chinece proie%ariét;f»fhe’United Chinece COpposition
.has, sufferad_thg~first.heavy~blow'imﬁédia:elymafter its unifica-
tion. - It is a biow,than:tpefentir?'InpégnaiLQnal Opposition feels
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. THR ITALIAN OPPOSITION aND THE SPANISH PEVOLUTICN.

Ve publién“here the preface by Comrade Trotsky to the It.
alian edition of his pamphl2t on "The Spanish Revolution in Dan- .
ger". The pamphlat is published -in Italian by our comrades of

the "New Itelian Opposition". . . .. iz, = .
R e L L BT M-Ity T :

It {4 Rardly nscessary %o stress the importance of .this work
for the devslopment of the Communist movement in Spain and in the
.ot har countrizs, - The event= in‘Spain chouls #ive occasion to all
Comrnunists, -2nd particularly to the Left opporitioniets, to study
ani to go deep into the questione-of revolutionery etratzgy. The
mistakes and the: thsoreticsl confusion of the presant leaders of
“the G, I. become more,evident tvery day, in all their barsnesf, in
all their-hidecus wratchedrsss; when they a-2 illuminsted in the

light of revelatignary events.” .In his:latést pamphlet on.the
Spenish revcluticn, Comrade-Troisky sabmits to a.profound. expmin-
ation 21l the gquestions which on the fisld of th2 Intarnational
Revolution, heve separated the DLeft Opposition, frem the Stalinist
epigonzs since 1923. - That ig £hy we 'call the-attenticn of all the
national sections %o the ncesssity-of spr22ding this ramphlet in
large numbars amcng wide cireles of auyanced workers anil of rais-
ing within their cwn renks & sericus discussion on the quastion-
treated tharzin, T -
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PREZFACA TO THE ITALIAN SDITION, .
1 can only heartily greet the idoZ oI the "hew Italian Op-
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position®, of publishing the present work in Italian., In mv .or.
raspondance with the comraides ¢f the nzw Cnnocltlon, I put @l
the hypothesis lact y2ar, that in th2 courzs of the paricd =7 ths
liquicaticn of the Fascist regims, QGNOCIatIC alogans- can tzie cn
a certain importance in Italy, Today, in the light-of Spanich e.
vents, I would formula.e this sams tnouuht in much mere categeric
fashion. The Spanish experiences leave no doubt remaln, that the
Italian revolution will naV° a lenger or ehcrtﬂ* demeccratic "pre_
face" beforz entering the cecisive phase of the immediate strug-
gles of the proletariat for power, During that preliminary reriog
the praletarian vangudrd will nst, in any cace,. be able tc turn
its back on the provlsms of democracy, The pcaltlon cf the "pro.
meteo® group, Wwhich rejects demccratic slogans in prlnclple, 2P~
pears in th2s light of the Sp=nlsh events udeoretlc“lly inccnsistent
and politically disastrous. Woe to them that will not learn from
great historic facts! :

The central thems of this work, at the same time as it is 2an
attempt to clarify by means cf recent experisnces the llarxian at.
titude toward democratic slogans, consists in criticising th2 myth
of the nesutral, ®"popular" rovolutlon, abcve the classes, and of
tha classless and sexlaess "demccratic dictatorship". In Spain,
the leadership of the C. I. is at present attempting to erect a

temple to this idol, to which hacatombs of preletarian victima wers
brought, in China. e must face this ztbampt of the centrist bu-
reaucracy well armed. In this preblem, the fate of tu- Spanich

i

i}

o

revolution resumes itself. Cnce asaln, t ssoms to me that thy I-
talian comrades ougat to follow attantiva2ly mo = than anything else
the devalerment of great events on the Ibarian peninsula, The
same problems, under another form, and with a2 different relation-
ship of forces, will be posed scon2r or later.-we hope sooner--—

before the proletariat in Italy. S o _ o
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TYS SECOND CONFE?EKCE OF TZZ SPANISH LEFT OPPCSITION

cur Spanish comrades held their second National Conférence on

. June 7, at Madrid, Baslow we give extracts from the minutes of the

confer@nce sent to us by the Madrid con xades. As can be secen
from what follows, the question of the ctics of the Left Opposi-.
tion in the elzctions to the Certes’ parul ularly occupied the at
tention of the deslegates to the Conference. The 1uestion of our
attitude toward ths €. P. 2s a whole 1s at present in the course

of being elaborated in concrete political acticn and under ccmpleX
and very difficult circumstances. In submitting this discussion

to examination by all our national sectiens, we want Lo induce U2

whole Intz2nationa] Opprositicn te participate in the work of 2-
laborating ths policy and the tactics of one of our sectlonc which
stands tocay at the point of r°volutlonary struggle.

I .
-
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Kadikoy, June 9, 1931, . B RS
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o " Medrid, Jure 10, 1931,
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~T0 THE GROUPS AND COI:DSS OF TiHE S. C. Cuy R R
TO THE INT:RNATIONAL 33CHETARLLT, : BERTAE S M A SR
TO COLRADE L. D. T:CTSKZ. S e, T s T
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Dear Comrades: STt an e T A et L T

. L . I | . s
.. - P .

 The Spanish Communist Left Cpposition has just held its sec.
ond Netional Confzrence, on June 7 at ladrid, and the £xecutive
Committee considers it its duty to inform the comrades of the en.
tire La2ft Opposition of the resoluticns adopted and also of part
of the debates that took place at the Confercnce bdtwezn the re-
presentatives of the different groups in the Spanish Opposition.

‘phis was the second Conference of the S. C. 0, Tho firat

" was held at Liege (Belsgium) by th2 Spenish Opposition groups at

the bzginning of 193C. It was thare that decisions w2re maée con
tha organization of ths Left Opposition in Spein and &.plan of
work elaborateu. This was emphasizeé by Comrade Lacroix in the
political report given in the name of the Executive Committee.
After supplementary reporis aere given by the delegatles vopracsent-
'ing the varicus distriats, the political rsport was unanimous ly
acsepted, - | : _ . e L o

One partibularly'enééuragihg‘faét'fesulting frow the report
of the 2. C. and ths supplementery meports is the following: de-

“.spite the matorial hardsaips, despite the defection of a few n2s.

itants, despite the difficult circumstenzes and the continucus ar-
rests, the Spanish Opposition has developed in a firm and inpozlng

_fashipn, From a little aroup of comrades (residing in Luxombourg)

. who medz & decleration of solidarity with ths deported Pussian Op-
;- pesitionists, Zrowing into greups cf Left Communists in Luxemiurg

“and in Belgium and reentaring Spein 2zt the mement when the C. I.
" pave the Spenish Commur.s<ws tan erdar tgo return to orpain, ve hove
SCOME an orginization grecuping within 1% oh® bcstu comrades in

.z the Communist Party of Spein, aaving little nuclei in regions in
‘. which th2 official party never had an orzanizeticn befere——in EX—

tremadura, for instance. On all political questions, on the situ-

" ation of the Communist party and the working class organizations,

‘on the tactics of the Ci P.-it is the Spanish Opporition alone
. which exprossas th> correct point of view and gives ths corract
revolutionery slog2ns. The Laft Oppoeition, the vanguard of the
Communist party, always struzgles for "Communist unity, struggles

to make the C. P:i 2 stirQng party'cgpable of becoming ths leader qf.

-

-the revolution. T las T
' The theses and resclutions zdopted at the Conference should
“pe studied by all Oppositicnists and urge them to express theilr
point of view in order to help.,us elaborate our platform.

DECISTONS.On the Politiczl Situation in Spain,® = ~— - .

- .

.

A very broacd discussion 15 cpénsd on the politizsal situation,

the tasks of the Comaunis:s, the rsorganization of th: . P. S.

cussion, the confarenc: uzciuls to chargs vhe E. C. with the tosk
of editing the thesas on the political situation, taking into 36—
count the szcond pamphlat of Comrads Tretsxy on-Spain. Tao roview

- — - Co—— - - - -’ - . - - . -
. . .-, . o ——— e e~ cenr wop @ . e ]
o .

* and the position ef the S, C. 0. (tine Oppesition). After the dis-
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‘lections« to the Cortes.” In the name of the E. C., COmraae La.
croix proposes the following resolutlon. e e

. mittee by pitilessly unmasking before the mass2s, ‘the enemics of
.unity., But, at th: decigive moment, in the mement of stirug,le,

,6ut that in this manner the S. C. 0. is ma2king still another ef.

against the roselution of th2 ¥, C., They clair that by voting for

of thﬁ;C. Py if it will l’avn this question uranS{arnd Comrade

96-

COMIMUNI SMo will publlsh this pamphlet ‘und>xr the title "Communist
Publications". The theres will be publishad in #3 of CONUNISC .an¢ !

submitted for discussion as well as for the approval.of th3 1=olat
ed groups and comrades,

" In the sours> of the discussion on the present day political
situation, an important debate.takes place on the forthcoming e-

~ The S. C. 0., whlch has always fought for -a clanlficatlon cf
the principles, pelicies and tactics of the ¢, P, S., 2s well as
for the reestabllsnmenu of Communist unity which was alerunted by
the burecaucrady cf the perty, leaving aside, for the mcnent, the’
question of a Jnificztion Congress of Spanish Cemmunisnm, appnals
and proposes to all Cemmunist groups—-to the Catalonian Federation,
to the Madrid n"agrupacion", to ths E. C, of the efficial party, to
all Spanish Communists withoat exoeption._to constitute a Ccmmun-
ist United Front for th2 coming elactions. The Lz2ft Oppositicn
will continue its criticism of the adventurist pclicies of the
leaders of the official C, P. It proroszs the united front at the
elections, knowing full well in advance that the Stalinist E, C.
will oppose tnz. constitution of a Communist.united front., If the
official C, P, will, despite all this, continue to sabotage the
unity of all Spanich Comﬂuuiqzs, even if only for the elesctoral
struggle, the Spanish Communiste, with the S, C, 0, at their haad
eill denounce this criminal aPlluﬁlP’ tactic cf thz BExecutivaz Com.

the Communists mast all unite to vote for the candidatzs of the
C. P, and must not parmit the presentation of other _candidates
from independent Communist organizations. - a

bl ° Y

Comrade Lacroix defends the proposal of the B, C.; pointing

fort for Communist unity at the same'time as it denounces the en-
emies of unity, Comredes Nin, Andrade, ana Leredo Aparicio are

the candidates of the officizl party, authority weuld be givan to
people who do not pcssess _any now. Lacroix 1ﬁtr°ns1beanulj insists
that the proposal of the &, C. must bo-dsfendeds— H>-peses-the fol
lowing question: If the Catalenian Fadzration calls aron the work-
ers not- to vote for the candidates of the official party upder '
the pretext of not ziving any authorluy to the E. C. of the cffic-
ial party, what will the attitude -of the Letft Cppositicnists be

in this case? Nin: Th2 Catalonian ‘Federaticn dees not and will
not propcse a united front with ths &, C, or the cfficial party,
because in Catalonia.it has an .cnormcus majority over the official
C: P, Andrzds: BRelieves we ought to restrict curseclves in our
resoluticn to saying that the S, C. O. propeses the united front, ‘
without sp2aking of the possibilities c¢f realizing the united f*oni
nor of tho =2lectoral tactic itself. Lacroix: Accord1 3 to ﬁndr?c'
we should l2ave in suspense, withcut giving a clear anﬂwnr, a gques¢
tion as impcrtant es that of the tactic of uha Communiste in tho
electionss But the 9., C. 04 will fail in its task as the vanguerd

¢ feldon guns za - A, 0 ..,-f;
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Nin does not want to givo the bursaucrats of the official perty
any presti, s by votini fer the, but in voting fer the Catealonian
Federetion, which is "cppositisnist® cnly insofcr 2s tha B, G of

4

the C. P. S. a2lonc is ccncerned, wo would mersly iner2zsz the con.  -.

fusion, At Barcelona, the C, F. will have its cwn caraidat2s, ba_
cause it is the strongest thare, and a2t Seville, or in Biscayz, fcr
instence, wher» the party is stronger,-we must vote for its cen_ _.
didetes, In this manner, the slcgan of unity only becomes a cem.
ouflage, S .. T - . .

4

.- Taken to a vota, the resolution brasented by Lacroix is adopt.

ed, Comrade Nin decleres that.it is probable that a Communiet or-
ganizaticn In Cztalonia will present him as its candidate in the
elections, The resolution adopted by tne Conference will meke -
his position in the C., F., in which we have a graet future, vary
difficult, Andrede.is of the opinion that Nin's nominetion is in_

compatible with th: resolution, Comreds Nin ought to accept a nom_

ination for th2 elections. Lecroix is egainst the presantation ¢f
Nin 2s a candidate. The S, T, 0. iIs not a party but a facticn,
striving to changs the political course of the C. P. but not to
combat it, especially rot in an election struggle. If any of the

sections of the C. F. will nominate Nin, even though h& is not a——

member. of the Federaticn, it is because Nin is a banner around

which ths Catalonian Fad:ration can gather votes. -Comrade Nin

must not fall fof this trick, not being a member of the ¢, F, Nin

giclare; that-ha will not b2 a _cendidata befors formally joining
e G, Fo : : R s L - T

»
e

The resolution previousiy,adoptéd is up for discussion e.

gain. A motion is made to nullify it; enly th® part giving the er—
guments in favor of unity ought to—remain, A declaration -is -made-

in which the S, C. 0. proposes that ths candidates nominzted by
the local organizations be voted for, -Comrades Estaban Bilbeo
eénd Lecroix are opposed to this proposal because it only reenforc-

es a faction that is against th2 C." P., a faction full of political.

errors, with whom we cannot deelare our soliZarity,

. On the second ballot, Nin's proposral is adopted,

The thesas on the réorganizdiion of the party, published in
the review COMUNISIO, &re -eiopisd with minor modifications. Tho
E, C, is chergnd with editing them before the final publication

of the platform of the” Spanish Communiet 1=ft Oppositions ——— —

THE THESIS ON 133 TOADE UNIOM JUESTION. .. .. ..

. A very inter¥esting discuszion takes placs on th2 trade union
question, Aft~or this discuseicn, it is decided to introduce two
new points in the trade inion thesis: on2, on the united frent of
tho existing trade union organizetions for a labor struggls on the
basis of immediate domznds; %he.othsr, on the constitution of fac-

tory and shop councils, A medification is also meds rsgarding the

activity of the Communists in the raformist trade unions of tie .
UGT (Genaral Labor Union_._undsr sceialisi lesdership)e ~ -

THS THSISAS ON THE NATIONAUL TIES PROBIZN.

The Confaranee veicos i'ts unanimcus agreomznt with the draft -

: . s s 2 H
theses on the national qucstion. These theses aro nublished in 32

\

- - - - - .. e . - Rl TR ~vo o v s '}
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THE THESIS ON TY AGD:°IaN udSTION,

) A draft thesis.on the agrarién‘question is studi=zd by the Con.
ference, The ¢raft is 2dopted.  The Conference deccldes oh their
publication in #2 of COIfUKISIO é&nd’calls apon the aroups’ to discusg
it before taking it as & basis for the platform, ‘

THE LIFE QOF TI3 PAVIZY ncOIUNISHON,
. . *

The entire conferznce re joices at the information given by
Comrade Qoredo Aparicio that the 150G copies of the first number
of the review ars almost all sold out and that there are not encug;
left to cover important ordsrs in meny places. The number of sub_
geribers is increasing consiantly; the psrspsctivas for CONUMNIZN0
are very good. But we need the aid of the comrades, especially
their mat=rial 2id, The Conferenc: charses the E. ¢, with the cir.
culation of monthly collection lists for the revisw and calls upon
the conrades to exert 211 their efforts for CCOLIUNICSIMG, bovh from -
the financial point of view, as well as for its distribution among
the workors, Comrade Nin will have to organize its sele in Cata.
lonia, because the firgt number is almost "UnKnowWn in Barcelonal

MISCELLANTOUS QUaSTIONS,

, The first pazmphlet by Comrace Troteky on the Spanish revolu-
tion was 2 biz success., It was well diziributed znd arcéused live._
ly discussion-in variocus circles in Spain. The conferance de_
cides to publish the new pamphlet of Comiade Trotsky on the current
S8ituation in Spain, inwediately, ' ' ) :

The Conference ratifies the Executive and Central Committees
elected by the mecting of th: Madrid militants in agreement with
-the dolegate of tho International Seeretariat, . .- : '

. . . . -

. Before’adjourning, the Conference decides to sond its warn

- grectings and sn exprescion of its complits solidarity with the
leader of ths world revolution, to Comrada Trotsky and the Russian:
revolutionariss imprisonsd and deportcd by Stalin, and to the In. |
"ternational Secretzriat of tha Loft Opposition, An gddress of
'Solidarity with all the vietims of beurgzcls oppression in every

., eountry; id alsc adopted, Th2 Confarsnce &djourns with eries of: ‘

", Long 1live 'thd Communist Laft! Long live the Communist Internaticn.

'
[
'

al of Lenin and Trotskpt  ~ = -
, . _ o ; For the Executivse Committieec of
} ! PO . ; ; i+qc7
; _ . .'..the Spanish Communist Oppositic

. : RS Henri Lacroix.
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Sro T Y THE COMPUNIST LIAGUR OF BPAZIL.
. e (Rl - - . . e

.. 7' Vle are publishing twc documrnis of the Communist League of

* " Brazil that bear a’'princinle charactsr and detormipe the position
- of our comradas in rozard to the official C. P, of Brazil and ite
trade union-policy. The first document is an oren latter of thne
Cofmmunist Lcague of Brazil to the lzadership of the C. P. @,

- avo—— e -
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our comrades preocent a striking 'picture of the adventurict policy
of the C. P. of Brazil in th3 trz2<z union qucstiion, which had ag
its direct congejuence, the reenforceim:n® of the anarchiste and
the reformists in the trace union movement, WYhethar it be in
Spain, in Grsece, or in Brazil__evaryshare the Staliniel bureag. .
crats only discredit Communicn by the artificial cr-ation of Ger.
eral Labor Fed:reations thet l:26 a phantom existence, thet divide
the organizad working class to the graater profit of ths anarchist
or the reformist tendencios, . o :
" The second docuiment sets down the trade union orientation of -
the Communist Opposition. Thase two documents show once mor:z that
only the Left Opposition defends Communist principles in ths trede

union movement, against all tendencies hostile to Communism, .

. . ' . '. . ...:“i‘ ) i:..- T ,V . . -v . . - ) ;
TO THE EX3CUTIVZ OF Tii3 COMMUMIST PARTY T ;
(BRAZILIAN SECTION OF Ti3 Cc. I1.). : Tt . '
Comrades: . o ’:!'f*;f . i:';:‘ - ﬁ._;5 -

v . o
- H

A Beforo taking a2 public position egainst the policy which yecu
have improssed upon our party in th2 trace union question, the
Communist League (Laft Opposition) censidars it its duty to address
itsedf to the party comrades, to 2xplain te thoem, in a loyel men.
ner, its views on thig vary important quastion and to propos2 2
Communist united front egainst the antagonistic tendsncies (thn
anarchists, tha anarcho-eyndicalists, roformism, fascism, eic.) )
tpit seek influence in the prolstarian trecde union movamant of Bra.
zil, : S : s e e . e L

i
i

. : . . : :
let us begin by defining our.pesiticn with regard to the par_

ty so that it will not b2 able to cast any doubt on our ettituds,

We do not constitutz oursclves az 2 second Cemaunist party; we

are the Laft Wing of the C. P. B., organizcd 2eg a faction opposed

to the centrist faction which is in pover. OQCur fundamental objzc-

tive is to lea2d the party back on its class political lirne, We

are orgenizsd as a facticn, not bsceuse wo went to b2, but ba_

cause we heave been forced to do so by the stupid, splitting policie-:

of the party lsadership, Our policy &s 'a faction only aims, theres-

fore, at the unity of the party on thoe besis .of a corrsct policy,

genuinely prolatarian, ravoittionary, and internationalist in its °

essence., . - S T S -

*

Consequently, in our role as a faction of the party, and with
the aim of prevanting its warsistznce on a wrong policr, ws address
ourselves to the ruling faction of the C. P. B, %o pepe that the
sincere and dsvoted workars who are in th2ir ranks will undorstend
what a respensibility the Parvy faces in the pariod which we are
going through 2t mesent, . '

Lot us enumorate the faets which should be maas known to 21l
Communists in crdar te be z2ble to examinz in zll cbjectivity the j
proposal for & united front, that we formulets balow,

1, Tha movement for the reorganization of the lzbor uniona
of Sao Paolo, bagun imradiately aftar tho collapse of ths P. P. P.,
wes Lhe commcn work of the militant workars within tham, at that
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period. The VWorkers' Committee for Trade Union Organization, whiap

%as constituted then, was hoaded by anaichist~, officizl Cormure

ists,‘anarcho_syndicalists, and Oppesiticrist Cemmunists, Ix ~r

der to unify the activity of ths Communists as w2ll ag that of tie

; %CTUQ in the trade unions affiliatec te it and in order t¢ avaid

( ‘ the dominaticn of tendoncies oppesed tc Cemmunismo_a s cia2l cun.

‘farenc? of th2 comrades of tha differsnt tendencias wes call:d. a;

Which thare was cstablished, on tha besis of a program of concrgte
demands; a united front for couion action in the trade urion fizlj
The rosalt of this agreemant was the acceptance and the puclicatign -
.by "the WICTUO on Novompar 28 last, of a manifesto to the workers ol
Sao Peolo contairing cur slozans of struggle, Howevar, soon af..

> terwards, undsr the pretoxt that we, th2 Oppesition, were. playirg
the game of the anarchists, but in reality, bescause we did not wan:
to be partncrs in the advanturist policizs of the comrades of the |
ruling faction, the lattsar descrted the WICTUO, thus leaving the cr_ i
ganization in the midst of 2 struggls to which we attached g0 great
an importance, This fact clea ly demonstrates how far the ruling
faction has deviatzd from the ganuinely Leninist policy of tha par.
ty. "An error, which, by %he way, has been recognized by th2 Sough
American Sccratariat of the Ce I. itsclf (seo: Pevista Communista

#2_3).‘

1l. Although our ferces ware reduced, still we remainsed in.———.
"8ide the WCTUQ scelins to razlizs the ©“2skKs of tha party within it
Of course the chances of success in vhe struzgle againet the-anar.
chists ware greatly reduced. Still, ws huve boesn able to maintain
, ourselves firmly on our congucred positicns,. During this time,
aggravating their original ‘mistaks oven more,. the comrades. of the
Tuling faction undertock a2 campzign of slonder against 'us, which
. .could have no other result bus the demoralization of the GCormun.

-

™ ist movement of Brazil, ., , clis
s I .. . R B :

v ‘g -
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L VIT1Y. As.owas to b2 expicteéd, the anarchists got.d foothold,
;'}ahd)in*thb-course«of.a‘plqnaryfmeetrngvof the TICTUQO redgolvéd .to
-found ‘the Work:rs* Federation‘cf. Sao Paolec, on th2 basi~ of the
‘same prograom as that 'of tna yanaral organization,” The' majority
.;of the rapresentatives of the -trade unions of .thi's eity (eight)
“epproved this.idea and tha othar unicns ' (fivn) soen fellewad suit,
.. The fountation of the Vorkers' Federaiion ¢f .Sao Paolo was thara.
. . fore accomplished fact, The crganizod. prole'tariat, of Sao Paolo
o ' stpported the federation. .To leeve thts fact out of accouni and
to claim the contrary to e the case, would be to hide the truth,
- - .. Under such circumstances, to struggle &égeintt a trade’union: organd
.. .ization, m2ans to play the game of the bourgooisie, in dividing
- .. the proletariat, ‘ L e o

-

..
PR L .
. c e . . g

1V, .Tho Workers! Fedoration of S20.Paolo, ‘duz to its anar—
chist leaderstip, of nocersity had to begin wita misunke~, as do.

-monatrated by the strike of the “Light" (%), The anarchist ole_
ments c2pitulated bafore the police authorities, sending out to
the press a tyrically class_collaborationist statemant regarding
the strike, Ve had to combat this mistizle .and denounced it =nar.
gotically in two meetings of the Fedaraticn,  and wa can say withou!

(¢) "Tho Light and Pownfv:’a Canedian.trust which ic very powarful
and controls the public utilities of the large cities in Braziil,. =d
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any fz2ar of contradiction, that the majority of the“represeﬁta;fz“ |
tives of the unions sided with us in our opinion that thig way &
serious mistake, . . - ‘ S

4

V. The error of the ruling faction in taking .the initiativa -
toward a split in the trade unicn movamant of the Szo Paolo pro.
letariat was no less serious, The W. F. S. P,.,-under prossure frem -
our group, decided to call a Workers' Conferonce for the State o
Sao Paolo, in-the capital of the state, about the middle of ~ . -
March, At that time, the comradas of the ruling fection, in oro -
der to sabotage this confaronce, cr:ated an improvised "Commitize® .
of the General Labor Fodaration and called a "Regional Tradz Union
Conference" for an earlisr date, for the first of Merch, which was
later postponed to the 2ighth of the same menth. Did not-the in_
tention to split the movement become evident, by this step? ‘ !

VI. Now it will b bettar understood why the G. L. F. has .
not at present any organic axistence and how .the falso and dishonl
est attitude of the ruling faction of the party blackened its name
in Seo Paolo, not l2aving the slightest Trade Union besis, withcut
meeting any preparations for such & step. The G, F, L. was com.
platoly disorganized, not only bocausc of police reprossion, bat
quito cvidently also bacausa of the incopeipility and th2 opportun.
ism of tho party leadarship. (Ses~the OpenLetter of the RILU. = . _.
to the Trade Union Commission of tho party's Contral Committns). — -

VII. Even if the G, F, L. woere lsading a real cxistenes and
not one in name only_-or at most a8 a banner of struggls for
‘Communism in Brazil_._even in that casc ‘the attitude towards the - —
Workers' Confeorence of the State of S&ao Paolo should not hava” )
consisted in fighting against the Workers'! Fzdaration of Sz2o Pzo.
lo.. One is meraly the trade union organization of one gteta; the
other is a national trade union organization.. The ¢conisrenc: 2m.
braced ono etatls; 1t was callad by the Workers' Federation of Sao
Paolo., “Since the Federation hzd not as yat bacoms affiliated to
the G, F, L., it was tho task of tho latter to fight for this af_ .
filiation and not to fight sgainet overy possibility 1n this <ire— --
ection, “Tho~ assertion of -thoso-called "Committeen, declaring
that the Work>rs! Federation-of-Sao Paolo dosired—to-separat: the
workers of this statc from th2 workars of the rast of the country .
wers, constqudntly, mest absurd, It is actually this "Committze®™ —
which manifcsted such a dosire of szparation by discrediting the
program of the G, F. L. in thc eyes of the. Sao Paolo prol:-tariat .
-and by dividing the workars of Sao Pzolo through tha call-for a

new rogional-t¥ade union confaronc2,....%0f the organizations of
the interiore, . . : T

VIII. The comrades of tho ruling faction in the party, -~ . - -

‘through the intermediery of thoir pscudonym, “Committse of-the -
G. F. L.", hav> chargod tho W. F. S. P, and thy militznis at its
head with "reformism®, "fzscism", "counter_rovolution", 2te. The
Fedarotion has committed gravs errors, but its program is & class- -
struzgle program and its activitv, "ospacially of late, has rxc:t.!gc-o_.._w
lied this program. Read the Fedsrationt's manifesto of Janusry 2C.
comrades, 1ts rosolution on the Vacations Law, in which the reac—.
tionary policins of th2 provision2l govarnmznt are openly ce-
‘nounced, as well as those of th: Sao Paolo govs:rnment and the
Ministry of Labor, and you will convince yoursalvas of the truth
of our contentions.

. . 1N
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IX. The comredes of the ruling fe ctlon couplain cbout tho focd
, - that the Work-rs: Fedareiion of Sao Pacle eni the majerity of tha
. trade unicns are in tha hends of thu enarchists, 2tt. whese feult

is it? Is it our fault? Linin said. that "dnarckisnm. has cfton
teon a sert of pPunishmint fer th» sins of cpporiunism® (dmhy 1.y
fantile Sicknnss of Laft Comnurlcm" F. 24). Tret is tnc raal
fact., The labor mcvemant ef 3Jac Paoxc is tnd2rgoing tho "runish.
e mint of being 124 by tQ"uﬁarChISvS__QOl >ly ana prs ciscly bacausn

- the "op,ortunlst Sins" 5f th> C., P, lsad- :Tehip hava pﬂrmltu d &na
contlnuﬁ to p:rmit thom tg 1224,

: N X, Flnally in ordar to convinae the comrades of the ruling
* . faction onc: for all times, how dishernest, dang~rous and countor_
.,r"volutloncry the pelizy whizh “h2y ar- 1mpoq1n5 upon th: party in
.-bthe trads unicn quostion r"ally is__1zt us quote. hmm ths idaase
.o 2XPress2d by Lonin on ¢h? no careity of working inside the rean.
* tionary trarza unione, J=v- youa svar raad tho pamphlat: "Tha In_
. lfantlls Sicknoss of [a7t: Commanlen"7 'L2nin conddmnad. th> "non.
partlclnatlon of Communiste in’ “that trade. unionime vnmant undsr re.
actlor,ry influcnen® "and tha ‘eréation of labor.unlsny that are
- "quitoe n:w, quite corrict, =3 {2 mnd2 to ordor ‘tand more cfton,
,“;ﬁj quith yourg)“"? .Do you- Lor:ﬂt, ‘cemradss, ‘that Linin ¢all~a nlight_
R h=°dhanﬁss", thm attitude among Com.urlsas,'v“o preczeding in this
‘ manner, darod Yo speak of th: 5r ab n2¢essity of ac tlon on th>
.; "masscs"? Do you. forget, ocmredes, that in rsfo erring -to this fact,
;;:j.L°n1n ‘proved "how they docaive tb*msmlv’s on the msaning of this
~° T word: masscs"? . v o s e T:?
‘ ‘-.“.f. From unoth r a**gl how 1s" the 1nflu0nc~ of thc party cn the
.. masses to: b muasurad? . Lﬂ us 322 what Tha thesos and- rosolu.
-tions of- tng III Congreqs of ube C I have to shy .on thls sub..

o.
R

JOCt : . N ° ot - -"'f' H Y . ; "y A3 e tel. . o'.':
’113ﬁ"‘:7' "The best te fﬂr the: strnr7th ‘of & Conﬂunlsu P°rtj is-its
-'5, actual 1nfluence on the masses of the werkers- cr”Anlzod in the

+...trade unicns; - Tha parts muzt lcavn e} exercise the mcst decisive
P influgn0p on the trade unions without in thd '132st attam t1n~ to

7 hoXd"thdm an its strings, . Only the Comnminist fracticn’ of union
- is subJect te the control of th° nartv, not tﬁe inion as a whole,"

e s ;- , Coneequ*nt‘y, "th° followﬂrs of tha’ PILU mus t offﬁr ‘their as.

~-.. sistence to eV2ry opposition movemant 2Zainst. the ruling bureauy_

S crats" (Resolutlons of tnﬂ III Cﬂnbrns of the WILJ)

‘“‘g . Thereforﬂ pu*tirr agidd our gﬁna*al pélitical dlff’ronbes

. for the momnnu, M2 Lropose to the Executive »f tha n"rty & united
: “front for the organization of = r=volutlonarv trade union opnesi.
tion zgainst the anurcho-u,nJLCQ ists in power., To thlq bnd, we

offer the folloxunQ a5 & tasis for'uh° unlt d front

e 14 All pbrsonul attacks abaln°t LOft OppoSltlonlcts are to
. cease imrediately, -
. . 2. Repudiation of *he ttempt to cren t° a nnw "Pﬁglor\al
Trade Union Faderabipnpr, -
. 3. nvrrj membar of the party muct be actlvn in a trade union
for tho industry in wnicp he worxs, and 1f -nonc ‘exists, he must
seek to organize one, ’ T
4. A preparatsry me tl“o of Left OD“ﬁslthﬂlatv unl m2mbets
‘of the ruling fagtion ¢f the party mvct g --'° -
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unified platform to be defonded at the Workars' Sonference of iBe
State of Sao Paolo and in the unions affiliated to the W, . S-9. -
- This platform must contain tho slogan for the rnorghnizatlcﬁ cf S
the General Labor Federation of Rrozil, -

5. All the units of the party must be informed of the procesa - -
of the work, cnd discuss broadly, with all freedom of criticism -~~~ —
and opinion, the subjects relating wo the trade union question. R

With the hope that the coiirades will makn the presert latter -
known in a2 general meeting of the party members of Sao Paclo &nd- --
with the 'hope that ws will receivz an &nswer before th° elevonth
of March, we send our Communlet greetlngs. '—w‘wf-

[}
Sy

' ' RN f Thc E. C. of the Communist League
L o : (0ppos1tion) - N
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THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION;AND:TTS’TRADE UNION ORIENTATION, =

The Communist minority (Left Opposition)-presented the’ foll D L
lowing draft resolution on.the m"trade union- orlenuation", whlvh“‘ ST
was regectud by the anarchist majority i . : :

*The Workers! Gonfersnce of the state of Sao‘?aolo, 1n sess
aien the 13, 14, and 15 of March at Sao Paolo - - - .nf )

In view of the fact that the clas= gstruggle betmezn the- pro- T
letariat and the bourgeoisie is a consequenc: of the econcmic re~
gime of private.propsrty and of commodltJ prouuctlon “which char-

Acte~1ze capitallst society;

In view of the fact that the labor. powor of the worker there_
fore has become =& comnodlty wnxch-he is- obl&ged to sell in—order**“
not to die of~starvat1on, = . A _

‘ In view of - the fact that -tow=rds that end tne aupply of hands
on the market lszads to compﬁtitlon even ancng thu workers them— =7 .~ J
selves, thereb" facilitating tne exp101tat10n bv ‘the- bosses; e

In view of the fact that for the. strubgle abalnst this ex.- .
.ploitation arisss the necessity of the workers to 2lign themselves,
the trade unions bzing tha form scecially appropriate for ths .or-
ganization of the prolstiariat as a class; ‘

e _

In view of the fact that no cdrrect oriantation can bz given
for the activities of the unions withcut taking intoaccount-on. . ~
the one.hand, the econcmic situation of the country end of thz
proletariat uhlch vorks in this country, and en tho oth2r hand-. -
the previe:s expsrioneos of the laber movement, on & nationel 2s. -
well as on an int:rnaticnal scale;. :

In view of the seriousness of the ecccnomic situaticn that is
traversing Brazil and of the fact that this situation ies clcezly
bound up with the world c-isis of capitalism, which aftor th> lasi
‘war and the Pucsian revoluticn has entered ite final impnrlallﬁt

. pPNase of wars and revolutiors; S
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In view of the fact that, due to thisg crisis which affacts
the major brenchas of preducticn, the industrial and 2gricultur-al
proletariat is subject to & ruthless cffensive of the boszes a_
dainst the mest vital interests of tha werkers; '

In view of ths faot that, in order te repulse this of fansive
and to assume the counter_offensive, the prclestariat mst crganize

itself inte powerful -unicns on an irdustrial basis, equipp2d wisn
a fundamentally revolutiorary class struggle orientation;

In view of the fact that tho experiences of the laboer move.
ment in Brazil as well ag in the rest of the world tsz2ch us the
inconsistarey of the old enarchec_suyndiczzlist antipolitical or-—
ientation of reutrality and- indifferenze for the labor unicng in
the political struggls of the proletariat againet the pourgeoisie;

In view of the inavitable interdepzndence of the econgmic and
political interesets of tha proletariat in the face of the eccnomic
and political exploitaticn and oppression exerciséd againet it by
the bourgeoisie, from which flows the conclusion that every class
struggle is a political struggle;  --- - - o

In view, however, of the fact that the specific funetion: of
the unions, as mass organizations of the prolatariat, without dis.
tinotion of naticnality, race, sex and political or relizicus ba.
liefs..consists in the Fermanent struggle for the common economio
and immodiate interests of the working class; s -

In view of tho fact that, although the werksrs' peity has as
itas spocifie farstion, the =truagleo on tha politicel fioll..id
is nevortholess to the interest of tha proletariat as a class, :
and consequently, to the interest of the unicns, to estaolisn ine.
timate collaboration between the two organizations;: ' )

In view of the fact, howeaver, that this collaboration must
not arrive at a peint of fusion of the unions with the party._
g8ince that would be equal to cenfusing the class with its consecicus
vanguard-_the union losing thereby its organic and administrative
autonomy and becoming a simple appendage of the party;

In view of the fact; finally, that only the Communist party;
that is to say, the political party of the proletariat, which ra.
prosents in fact the fundamental intereets of its class, has an.
historic grasp of the revolutionary prccaes ‘of ite eocial emanci.
pation and always acts in thig sénso; that only such & party can
be considered »s the revolutionary party of the proletariat

THE WORKINS' CONFZPENCE OF THI STATE OF SAO PAGLO DECIIES

upon the following trade union orientaiicn for the workers of Sao
Paolo: S . R L .

1. To condemn all tondencies of syndicaliest anti_pecliticism,
of ncutrality or indiffersnce teoward. the pclitical eotivities of
the reveoluticnary party of the prolatariat, Such tondencies re-
sult frem bourgaois influences inside the working class,

2« To fight 1ntr;hsigonatly apgainst all manifestationa cof

ce . mrree. e

vy o o
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zpréssions of class colleboration. -

3. To protast cnergetizally aseivwt 2ll attemptsto incor.:
porate the laber unicns intc thz stats, whica the bcurzzoizle con-
templates doing at present thrcuzh tae intarmediary of its ¥in. -

isiry of Labor and which aims et the dangar of a transfcrmatvica of -

the labor unicns into fascist crganizations., - e -

4. Action must be taken againet 21l msnifestaticns of divis_ =~ =
ion, ‘The spontancous terdency cf the proletariat itself tc unita .- .

in its trade unicns must be developed and sysvematized, with the
view of obtaining the unity of the werking maesses in p:actisal
roveluticnery acticn agrinst th: bourg2oisie. 1In the struzile

- against the capitalist frent all the tanuencics existing sida ty

side inside the trade unicn mcvement rust disappear in the hcur

of practical action. ~ The cenquest of the majority cf the werking
cless deminates 21l trade union a2ctivity and fuses with the struz-
gle fer unity. o e ‘

. . . . .

&
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. THE LIFT OPPOSITION IN GPEECE. s
_0f 2ll the ssctions of the Internaticral Left Oppcsitién,
the Graek section ("Archic_Marxists") has been subjoct mest to
slander and parsscution by the Stalinist apparatus in the C. I.
That in itself is nothing tc be- asternished at: Tae Laft Cprosi.

- tion in Greece is a real facter in the Grosk prelstariat end ameny

the Greek working masses, while th» cfficial varty with ite incc-
harent policizs and its impcssibla internzl ragims is cbligzd to
cede mere ground every dlay to ‘the orgenizaticn of the Bolrhevik-
leninists (Archio-llarxists), The Greek Cpposition always pleces
itself 2t ‘the heed of th» revoluticnery ~truzgles of the expleited
masses with admirable perseva-ance and ccuraze. I=2aderehip in
strikes, in unempleyed demenstratione, in the organizeticn ¢f the
war refugees and invalids, in the strikss and revoluticmary struz-
gles of the poor students have linxed up thair fete with that_cf
the revoluticnary worksrs. Thase are the daily activites cf the
PArchio-llarxists®, By its firm rocts in organized working cless
within th» trade unions, by its numercus ramificaticns in all la2y-’
ers cof the explcited pzopla, the orgenizatiocn cf the Leninict- ’
Bolsheviks of Greccs 'is the mcst sericus rovolutionary fcrce
fighting the Greek beurg:oisie end its govirnment,’ R

-

‘Such an influance is not acquired in cne doy, ner osven in
one yeer, Qur Greek comrazd2s havs struggled under difficult and
most peculiar conditicns fer a period cf ten yzass. They h.v?
prepared their czurzs in a metheodical ond parscvering fachicngy— -
taking the Russian Belshovik party as their mecdel., Du to Lnis
stubbern work, th2y hav: bzen cbl2 tc raiso an entire gen2ratiin
of militant workars devctzd tc the csuse of the preletzricn ré-
volution, : S ’ ,

The Greek bcurgacisiz empleyas all sorts cf metheds against

“our ccmrades in their parsccuticn. After each strike, after each

domonstrations, Greel: Oppesiticnists-are tried ond depertod by
dozens to desert islands or imprisened fer mony y22rs. But cf all
thz hordships it hac to 2nccuntar, the demoralizing struggle of
tha Stslinitan whe will not shrink bock from the use of tne most
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desperate w2apons against the Groek Cppositicn, is the moet sarices

obstacle toc the develcpment of Cemmunism in Greece. Me vrote once

-before (s2e Intornaticn2l Bullatin ;%) and the fact desarves to

be recalled by cur reads s, that the Grook Stalinites did not sven
8top at assasinctions:tc prev:nt the zctivities and the develop.
ment of the "Archio_liarxists*. Comrzdas Z1i Goergeoodzakas. a
bakery worker, and Thecdcere Ladas, a shee worker, ware cowardly
assassinated by Stzlinites, The "Archio_liarxists" tock up thair
defense. They orgenized szlf_defense cewps; they gava a few of th»
mero zealous Stalinite hprees of the idzolcgical struggle with
knivos and guns, a sound lesson. They forced the Stalinis® sect’
into silence. Then the Staslinites in Greace and abroad be.an to
ory blue murder in the "Inpracorr' lost year, writing that the
Grezk "Trotskyites" were "fascists® and partisans cf physcal vi.
olence. Of courses, no mention wes made of th2 crime ccmmitted -
by the Stalinites, of th: assassinaticn of our twe comrades, Thus,
in order to ccver up their cwn crimes, th2 Stalinites slanderzd
the Gresk QOppositicn, . . .o :
. . - . . oo
_ - In the country itself, such calumnics cannot have a great
effect, A greet organizatizn like that of the Archio_Marxists
cannot b3 slandered sc sarily, But abroad, that can scmetines -
succeed, Badly informed pcple are very carily deceived, And .
the Stclinites have spread thair calumnies ag2inest our Greek com.
rcdes, in the "Inpracerr" by thousands of ccpies. Today, thess
attacks are anatched up by tha pecple who have dessried the In
ternaticnal Left Oppositicn, in Fragee by the Gecurg:t.group, in
Germany by the hendau group., The "salletint cf Geurgast writeg ..
that the Archio_liarxists prectics the unitad “ront with . the rarty
by "exchangins shots with ravclvers and by refusing’ to fratarnize
with tho militznts cf th2 party even in the priscns®, These cle.
ments, which hav: bacome dztached frem our mevamant and from evory
proleterian mcvemant in ganeral, do nct rzalize, in their lizhto
sadedness and thzir irrcsponsibility, wh=t an:igncmincus d2c4
-they are committing czzinst the "dézens and dozans ¢f depcrted and
imprisorned Graz2k Oppesitienists, by scrsading these lias, Ve-
shall print in the Intarnaticnal Bulletin a ‘'seriss of corras..
pondonces fre: our Grezk cemrades, which will refute all theso
. calumnjes and slanders on the basis of precise facts and docum.-.
ents, Th2 questicn of the united front in the Salonica 2lecticns
is treated in the ccrr~spondance we publish bslow. It is true
that our cemrades vacillatzd on this question. The principle of
suprorting the candidates of the official party in the electiong -
is net an untouchable principle for the. Lazft Opposition, In its
open la2tter addressed tc the organizaticn of the "Archio_larxicten,
the Intornaticnal -Sacretariat, a2ftar heving defin2d our relz ae
an intarnetiorel fzetion, daclarad: 9that does net excludo., tho
possibility that in a country in which the oflicial party is aex.
trem:ly wzak, the Opposition will b2 cbliged to areure, partially
or totally, tho functions of a mew indcpcndent'political,p:rtyg
(leadership of unicns and strikas, organizaticn of demenstra_.. - -
tions, nominaticn cf candidatas)", . Qur comrades had every roascn:
for considoring tals conulilons o charactaristic for thsir ccun.
try; both bv their influence cn workars crganizad in’'ths trade
unions, &as well as by thsir actual forces, they are strcnger than
the organizaticn of the official partys But thsy did not tzke in.
to censideration a facter vastly mora 1lmportant that the lecal roo
lationship of fcrees botweon tham 2nd tho party--the existonce of
the USSR and of th2 Comintern, and -ths fzct that in the ‘mindg of




'Archio.narxist organizatien has an incomparably larger membership

s e e e - - - e v

R -
thg unorganized and less militant maeges (precisely those‘whb ate 
€allsd to the polls ) the party is, to speak, the “lrgitimate repre_
sertative of commurism, of the USSP and of the Cl. In the laci: of
recognition for this important factor resided the mistake of our

somrades. ‘They understood and corrected it gince in the fenatorial

-

elections in Salonicz, a short time eftervards., So much for the
legend of the Salonica electinong, E

In thair cofrespondences, which we will publish in the coming -

iesues of the "International Bulletin", the Greek comrzdes will ir— &
_form the internaticnal Opposition of their-continual, horest ang

loyal united front activity with regard to the party, in the trade
unions, in the strike=, on Ney 1, ete. We shall tell of the dif_
ficulties that our imprisoned comrades are undergoing, refused de.
fense by the ILD and forced to organize solidarity among the pris.
oners themselves, in full agreement with the imprisoned workers of
the official party, ) S .

: - L. T MOTM,

- e e®» e e

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GREEK .OPPOSITION.
The National Conference &f the Archio-Marxist organiztion in
September-October; 1931, marked an important step in the ‘hirtory
and development of this organization. It was a2t this conference
that adherence to the organization of the International Left Opnos-
ition wes definitely decided upon and achieved. The presence of
two delegates from the International Opposition facilitated thie

task. This aate also marks the entrance of-the Archio_Marxiet or_

ganization into the' political arena, with the publication of ite
paper, "Pali Ton Taxeon", and with its direct participation in the
different political struzgles in the country, Therce are the .facte
that we want to dwell upon in this article, relating briefly but
concretely, their history. . : -

One of the first important politicel maﬁifestations'immad;éte;
ly after the conference, weie the municipal ele ctions at Salonica,
At these elections, the ‘Archio_Marxist organization presented ius.

- own candidate; this id not cenflict with the principles of the -~ - -

Left Oppositicn. The positicn had as its basis, the following thes_

is of the Left Opposition: *In relation to the position of tae

Oppositicn with regard to the Communist_party of ‘eashparticular-

AT e — - oy, @
¢

country, that depends upon the existing subjective and cbjective -

factors and on the re ationship of forces vetween the party and the
Opposition,» ' ‘ - ~ . ’

Now, insofar as the relaticnship of ferees is concerned, the

than the Greek Commurist Partiy, - The former members of the party 4o
who have come to usg and who are active in our ranks, are alone S

- 8reatsr in numbsr than those of the Fariy, in the most important - 2

cities in Greece,

Insofar es the influenceé of the Archio_Msrxist organization
on the working messes in their daily struggless is concerned, there
is sufficient proof for that to be found in a whole seriec of un-
ions, in the organizations of the uremployed and in other orzan-

izations, in the strikes, in the demonztrationes led by the Archio-

-
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, Marxiste at the sams time as the party did not play any importan
s ;frole;inuall thess movementis,

aaATA e ae T . . .. .

Pt o While the cent:al organ of the party, the nRizcpastis", has a

o circulation of 150 in Salecnica,-our npzli Ton Taxson' has a circu.
g( eivlation of 3,000 in this same town,. : '

. ’ . .

ings and even ir the election campaigns.

) -

A similer r'iétfonship'6f~forceé'is to be—found at the meet.
PRI DY .

Ai¢n el =Ag ‘we have already seid, the Naticnzl Conference marks the
e *v+date.of. the entrance of the Archo-liarxist organization into oron
Wi ipelitical ‘ectivity,-and thareby, for the first time it pacsticipated

ol e - N

,:}'- MiiTnethe struzzle on the parliamentary field.

R T S T NP : o ' '
LT 7t :The: Greek.C. P, has accumulated, in ite development, h=avy

8 -n=7balla§tib£'bureaucratiqggdvegturism, particularly in the municipal
. elections at Salonica, T T .

. . . v ooy . . . .
Thus for instance we witnegsed at the preceding electicne,
the alliance of the. party with the reactionary Patricios, whom the
party presented as its candidate and even called a Communiest, I3
tock 200d advantaze of the title Commundst that the party accorded
him, to g2t himse1f ®lécted mayor-of Salonica. Aftar his electioen
ot he begen :a political friendrhip with the dictator Pangalos, and
Lot later'oni'under:tha;?saldaris'charnment he turned democrat., To
BRI - 52 himself elected, Patriclcs.even vent to the monarchists.e...
STt Apother time, thar: wag the.alliance with'the Pusso-Grezk manshsvix
. f.7n pagsalides, who-also turnedy Zfter.the elections, against the party.
('uz":1;ggainst.communismi;and_aé;ipéQfggvieﬁ 3ussia;'
? P Ve . L gt T S C I ST S ‘ .'.,* ’ : : ! )
).t:..:. o a::~Basing:itself<on'phese:faELS}_andﬂwith a view of once mo:e
A winning over to:Commurisnm, a2ven on the. parliamantary field, the
Y ffﬁ working masses-that the adventurist policy of ihe party hzd re-
«4 7.t pulsed- more. and. mere, the Arcnio-liarxist organization presanied 1t.
. self in the elections as a secpich.df_the‘lntqrnational Laft Op-
,‘_ ' position, with its candidate, thz worker llacropalos, e tested Com
Pimit munist and 2 former member. of the: party. . .

.-

L .
B A A3 e .

~4 Tdeity Howevar, the resulis of the elesctions showed that the candi-
o date ‘of th= .arty_received.eight time's 25 many votes as tha candi-
"jf“u'*5da§e.of.the.Archio—ﬁarxisLsn This could not kte explained othar-
e - 7 wige ‘than by the . facl that the 2,500 workers who gave their votes
VeIt g0 the party,.while in their daily.struigles they followed the Al-
iviic opjo_Marxists, expressad by .means of ‘their vote, their attachment
47 4o the. CI znd to:bne Qctober ravaluticn, whosz "offiecial" & A nti.
tuler" representativs in Greece was, in their eyes, tha Communis?
'Partv. ' A ’

Y

e
.
-
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el ot TIn their analysie.of the. eituation before-thé elactionm, i8S
_+ - “Archic-Marxicts:dld not take ‘3nto account this important facior,
'+ which, as we have se2n, plave such a great role among the qorkers.
w0 Therein lay. their mistzke, The.Archio_llarxicts were. the first 0
- recognize it and like real Bolehevik_ILeniniste they corrected it

o e VAP DI A e ot e

oL immediately aftzr. That was at the conatorizl by-¢lzctions in 1
<k i 0Lnlgity ofiSalonics, which.wers, held two month efter the municipal
:jv”‘ “lelections, ool oo i et aa mf%“i_“
NS4 I R - . o TP R “a.-' B t _‘:, ‘ RN :..;“ e
:f; —n \ . The re Su_lto'S' of the munlclpal ale Ctlons pr ove tho dee ply nPfﬁf’
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tical® dialectic capacity of the workers, who'follow the lecd of

the Archio_Marxists in their daily strusgles bzccusd they are cono
vinced of their zbilities by their agtivity, but do.not y2t fcllow
them where the influence of the CI plays a greater role, becausa
they have not as ya3t convinced themselves in practise that tha Ar_
-chio-llarxisis, d2cspite thiir opposition, ars for the International
of Lenin and for the QOctober rovelution,

In order to convincs the worksrs in practise on this point te .
the Archio.lMarxists made a united front__in spite of the Stalinite
bureaucrats__in the senatorial by_elections at Salonica, supperting
the cendidate of the party., : -

Here is the appeai.issued by the Archio_MafxiSts'on this ques..
tion in the "Pali Ton Taxeon" of Feb. 6, 1931: _ : o

?o the Oppressed of Salonical

e eme o p— ————r  « ——

‘Workers, Psasants, Pefugees, Employees!

‘At the senatorial elections on Sunday, vote for ths candidate -
of the Greek CP..C. Grozo--demonctrating thereby your cenfidence,
not in the adventurist znd ruinous policiss of the Greek and the In_
ternational Stalinist bursaucracy, but.in the banner of ' :

the International of lenin and of Trotsky, ' C e
. thus manifesting your firm desire to fight on the line of

the Internationzl Laft Opposition

VELLR/ LA/ EE2/ ELFSIRL/ PRAB LT R RARE Marxist wing of the ITI Inter.
national, for yocur immediate 2conomic and politiczl demands &nd

for your final emancipation, . .

Vote for the candidate of the Communist Party and demend of
him ZAL/EDDPIILR/ L7/ KA LD7 F LAl FLOLEIR/ BF the Cormunist Orzsnitza.
tiomr of the Leninist_Bolsheviks (Archic_liarxists),

Fight under th2 standard of the Communist Internaticnel and
along the line advanced by the International Laft Oppositicn for,.. o
(17 revolutionary slogans and demands follow. The app2al ends:)

-

‘= . Long live the Communist International!

— Down with the Staliniet bureaucracy! ) :

~ Long live tha Unitzd Front of 211 the Revolutionary TForces! ,

-~ Down with the corrupt Staliniect agents} '

-~ Long live the Leniniet_Bolsheuik Organization of the Archio-
. Marxisis in Grezcel

— Long lives the International-Left Oppoeition!

' While at the senatorial elsctions in 1929, the party received
only 1,61¢ votes, the by_elections in Bzb. 19531, in which the Ar_
chio_lMarxiste compzigned for thz cancidate of the Farty, brought
the lattgr 2,804 votes. : ‘

Aside from all we have seid zbove concerning the strength and
the influencs of tho Archio_Marxicst orgaenization, it must also be
mentionad that thiz oriianizaticn hcs 2 strona base amonz tho veuns

- e, *eo .
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workers and that its influenca dﬁbng the youth__in’ contvadietinc_
tion to that of the party--varx‘gxqqt. gnturally, this force is
. not reflected in ths ﬂlections. Ty

. | Sy é.aéc. ) !

(TO ba cjontfhuet mxt is-ue)
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COM"U‘\I"ﬁ"'IC'\JQ FROH THE NITIOQFL 3CT'I"Nq

i .T,.,
Supportlng the P*cn*saln cf~Comrad-'T*oteky, ?- f

g0 i INTa 93"ION”E SJCRETA?IAT QR T"‘"LJFT oppoczfzqn, ‘Paris..

R L PRI I ‘,.1-- . . V ‘ . ear
“re . A

‘Dedr Comrades. R
L bopyd

. The; prosent efisis in ths ﬁerm&n Lart: Opposition 'e6h “have “dt's.
asbrous conaequences Yor the entire future of our movement, if we
do not teke ensrgatic measureg,q;ickly;,'The orisis must bé crushed
in tho embryo by thé efféttiva mothods that demooratic centralism
offers us. In this sens3, Lha, .proposails- formulatéd by Comrads Trot-
sky in his lettsr of Feb,® 17 °sé2m to me to ba en 1131/ correct,
and I glve uhem ry unraserV°a suptorﬁ.iff” R
a ‘~~Eraternal greetinas”.‘

Andrea Nin, . -

L,’v‘,,.. . ) e . e e

Resolution of: the'Parxeian Brgnch of the rrench c th
“"After hearing: Lho~t9p0rt1'bn tne Gernan crisis and on- tha-res

lations between thz I. 3,. and.the German:seation; the' me€ting of
the Parlslan'Brdnca of" xay 17 qeclares ‘itg agreement ulth_tnP prac_.
tical :axpposald of Comrzde Tretsky ‘and wi.th thosé of the I, 5, and
supports the delegation of the I. S., composed of Comrades Souzo
and Frank, who cusht to.make all..possibdle etfortﬂ.to presorVﬂ the - .-
‘unity;of: Lhe Cerman eeclion-cn a‘cleaflj aef.ned pOlitiCal b“”l° LS

rndon i AR R - -

““‘Uhanlnously adon&ed.~

e

R

Tha American Lﬁagu° asrees with the prouosals made by. Conrade
Trotsky for the German sections: .Jie .condemn:the factional activi.
ties of Comrade Lanéau. %e, ruppcrt ‘the preoposed plenum to be par-
ticipated in by represent“vzves of. the: International Secretariat.

L .National Comnittee
Gommunist League of Amorica (Oppositiom

}séo?éadld, April'édf 1931, .

Dear COmrades : '
*Ye have recelved your 1etters of uarch 10 and 11 as well as

<

e .
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. 8 case of factional activity that must be abselutely condemnred

' o . : o B SN
circular #6 and a circular lettasp from Comrade Tretsky dated Margh

7, concerning the conflicts between the I, 3. and the A, S, in -

"which Landau participated. OQur NEGC declares its comole£é~solig:r;:f<

ity with the point of vidw expressed in tns letter of Comrade Trot.

sky." - -

. NBC.of the C. L. of Brazil, - -

- SR T “Athens, April 4, 1931,
‘Dear Comradeg: . ' S ;,

"According to the dbcumentsqbouAhave,submitted to us ‘and the
letter of Cemrade Trotsky we can-perceive that me are faced mith
It 1s the duty of all the sections of the L. 0. te dondemn and do.
nounce the activities of Landau befere the comrades of the German
section as impermissable within the ranks of the International op._
position," . S : - o S :
. :: .,éiecutivé of the Crganization of
. - . the leninist_Belsheviks {"Ar.
.« " -ohip_Marxzistgn), .
. Chafle;o;, April 6, 1931,.

- e - -
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Dear Comrades: . o N L s
. o : S St . ' e ..
. "The Charleroi Federatien, assembled in its federal plenary

(=2 XS

is in .the German. Opposition, uganimeusly ralliss to his cdnclusions. "

"session, after discussing thei}etter of Comrade Trotsky on the g+is_

‘PESOLUTION  OF THZ INTIANATTONAL SEGRETARIAT
hdopted at iis session of June 1L, 1931.)

I. After receiving the.raaort of Comrade Frank regarding all
the measurss taken to preserve “the unity of the Left Oppositicn in
Germany, the I. S, approves aIl the steps taken and expresses its
regreis thai they have not succeeded due to the bad faith of one
of the parties, putting itself voluntarily outside of ‘he ranks of
the International Laft Opposition and rejecting the proposals ap.
proved by the great ma jroity of the sections, :

4

II. The I. S. asKs . . he sections of the Left Oppoei%tion to -
pronounce themeelves on the measures taken by it, and on ths meth.
ods employe<d by ihs Lan.au 5-0UD, as well as on the decisions ad_
opted by the com-aces who have aceepted the p cposals of the Inter—

~hational Oppaszition an. thereby conetituted themselves as the Cera

man section of the I. Q.

III. The I. S. condemns the precedure employed by Landau to
ma2intain himself in tne leazdership of the orianization. Acting
disloyally toward the comrades, Landau has split the German Oppos-
ition without a political discusasion thal would have brought out
the two fundamentally diffarent limer. The sectarian and dialectal

: e
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_methods of Landau are unworthy of a member of a proletarian organ.

"j{gation. LT the Stalinist burezucrasy favers such methods, then

only to the detriment of the strsnoth of the C, P. The left Op-
position, one of whoser tasks is 30 rid the party of such methcus,
.cannot tolerate them in its own ridst,

1V. ‘The Left Opposition will expose the attitude taken by
Landau before all the workers who tre still following him because
he has hidden the letter of Comrace Trotsky and the communications
from the sections of the I. L. 0., from them. - :

V. The Left Op-osition apprecved of the measures taken by the
comrades who have decided to oontinut the work cf the left Opposi-
tion in Germany. The immense tasks facing our -German -comraues can.
not be accomplished without the 2id of the gnpirehintérnaticnal
Opposition, consciolis as it is.of the importénce of the revolutien-
ary problems of present day Germany. B

. Fhe’ Lef. pppositicn will participate in the praparation of the
netion2l:cohferznce of the Germen Ospcriticn on August 22, it will
. collahorate on its theoratical orcan, ¢t will support all its ef-
forts to propesgzte the point of view of the left Oppesiticn inside
the c- P. G’Q ’ . - -

Note: The European editiocn of tnid issue of the Bulletin is
compléted with tne resoluticn by the I. 5. on Weisbord, that ap-

peared in 7The lilitant' in Znglishs -




