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.. o NOTE

For puraly technicul ressons, this
jgsue of the Bulletiniy wiiich had alroady
. been nrapared as & intornsl bullietin of
‘ the Cormunist Leowgue of ..ierica (Opposti=-
tion), is being issuod 28 No. 6 of the
Internstional Bullstin cof tihe Communist
- Left O»nnosition, to corrzspond with the
- - folio number on the fronch and CGarmon
°  edition. *ne next issue of the Sullstin,
' o _whinsh correspondis chronolosiceliy to Ho,
. § of tho Germen-Freach edition, will ap-
‘ - pear in & few-days as o. 4-5, Thore
. will be no specizl issue in English of
. No. 4 of the Bulletin, since the orig-
PR inal edition contzincd only the "Span-
. ‘. 3sh Revolutiam™ by Lsoa Trotslky, Prior
\ v to its publicaticn ia tha Bullatin, 1%
' o had alrc:Qy been issueC S a pamphlet
- . by the Communist Lezgue of smerisa (Op-
SR position), from which 1t san £till bo
& ’ obtuined. In connection with the con-
tents of th: prossnt numuer, we ref2r our
- . resdors to No. 4-5 (to appscr immediztely )
' . vhich contains, among other naterial, the
' .. - following items on tho Gsrman situation:
‘Note of the editors; thoses on trsdfe union
work submitts to. the nationel conforance
. " of the German lLeft Opposiiion by the Sax-
' “on organization; letter cn tho Cermen sit-
uwation by comrzde L. Trotsky; Urbahns and

9,

¢
. . v the Int-rnztional Laft Oppogiticn. Fine
o - ally, Nos 7 of trs Bullatin whiczh will alSo .

.appz2er 1 vory siort crdor, contzins two
additional documsnts on the CGerman = ituse
tione )

i o : _~wlihe Sditorss

Fine |
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" The dovelermont of the Internationel Leoft Opposition 1s procoedins cmifat

" . shorp criscs that cast the faini-hearted cnd the short-sighted into pocsimisa. In
~ reality thase crisces are completely unaveidable. It suffices only to seod the cor-
. respondence of Marxz and Ingsls attaantively, or to rreoccusny oacsel? scriously wien

the history of the development of the Zelsbevik Party to realize how cexplicated,

" how difficult, hom full of contradictions the process of raising rovolutionary

cadres is. ’ . .

I tho first chootor of tho Zussicn Rovelution (1917-1923) geve o mighty im-
pulso to the revolutiomary tendenmcies of the world proletariat, then the secoad
.chaptor, after the year 1923, carried a terrible confusion into the heaés of tho.
revolutionary workers. Waem we review thic period in its entirety, we ave forced

" to sey: Only a frightiul earthguoke cem bring such devastation in the field of

matericl culturs a8 the cdministrative conduct of the cpigones has brought about

in the field of tho prizciplos, idcas ard motacds f Morxicm, N
) It 10 tho tock of tho Lofs Coypositicn to ro-cstebdlich tio thoond cf hictorle

" coatinuity in iav=ist thcory ond policies. Ecwover, tho &iffcreat gooens of tho
Loft Orpocitica in tho various countrios aroza undor the influvence of the most
variczated nctional, provincial end purely porsonal factors, and have ofien,
cloacd in tho bornor of Leninism, brought up their cadres in a completely differ~
ent and scuetimss even in a contrary spirit, ' '

e Mustrien Opvosition . o

et s L e e

Ve must not chut ov.s' eyes to the faét'a. Ve must. cpealy .cayt laay opposition '

groups ead groupings represent & coricatusre of tho oflficiel porty. Tacy poosess

211 ito vices, often in an oxcsgeratod form, but not its virtues, which are condi-
tioned by the numerical strengih of the worlkers within them alone, if by nothing

else. . _, _ (

Tho most complete nczative cemple of e "lLeft Opposition® is undoudtedly the
Austrizn. Inmy pazzhlet, #ihe fusirian Crisis?, I ctteoted to outline oa ex-~
plenation of thz strengih and the power of resistance of the fustrica social de-
mocracy. To ccma back to this question here is inpocsible. Tho fact is thet the
Mustriaa Communist Party, which has done everyining possible to holp the sociel
" democracy, is dragzing out a woeful existerncs in tane back yard of the lador niove-
ment. All the malcdies of tha C.I. find their tharpest expression in tae C.Z.A.
Tho Cpposition zpliaters of the C.P.As -- without international ground under tieir
feet, without en intornationsl method in their Yezds, without coptoct witk the
massoe, with & narrow fncirizn horizon bifore thoir cyes -- very ropidly degexer-
ete into unerincipled cliques. Shoce groups eater cad leave the International
Opposition liko a cefe houso. '

?a thio reoocot, tho fo8o ¢2 thy flmtomd? crerd 4o vory incisusiivo, Tveoy-
Oppositionist, not only ia Zuztmia tud 1a cvory cowiny and ocpoeiclly in Cormcay,
miot roflest wpon the. cezadzlows history of this group. Iuries the lost two
‘ yooro, in tho cowreco ¢f vaich Ichove hzd en opporiunity to obcerve this grouwd

" throvsh 46 press ard through cersospeadonco with its rcpreseatatives, {ho group

- hag posced tarovzh tho folleuing cvolution: (1) At first, it swore pathstically

“in the mexms of tho Tucsica Cuposition; (2) Thom, it declared tmexpactedly that 1%
would mot Join zay imbornnticnal foetion; (3) Then it mode sne atterpt to unite
81l tro grouns, incluiing tho Rigato; (4) Tollowing this, 1t dissolved its bloc
vith tho Zrondlcritoo cad crore cacw, loyalty to the Interzational Leit] (3) Loter
on, it cdcptcd =- to bring chout waiYication, co to gpe=iz, but in moelity for sel

- precorvetion == a pletfora in 4ho cwirit of Comredo lLondom; (6) Text, it rejacted
Y 3

the pleifora of Co=rcde Iondzu 2nd cdeptod the copitulationist platform of Coural?
Graofs (7) Tirally, it colit off fyom Groof erd deelercd itcelf omce more o sband
on the platfevm of the Intcrnationel Left. Sevon veeillzticns 23 ool iccas in
the cource of ¢wo yozrs, somo of thooso vacilletfons talzing placo in tho period

. - S e T .a e © v - c-nsie-- of this grovp 8 smgll numper
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o2 heoaost tad cenfuced worlzers, Lowover, we must taks the greuy 8 a wacle, wish
its locdorship erd its Ytradition", Can've have tre slightest confidonco in this
group? Caa we allow such groups within tha cenfines o the Interaational Loit?

Vhile 1t chonges its pesition on the basic gquestions of Morxiem, the Vahnarod
group et the came time displars wareard of eaergy to save its lewdsrship, stopping
not even at the most poiscaoua tricks. - :

.
287 . o

Uo mattor hew doplorable it i3 to woste our oma and othors! tima with trifl::,
it is noverthsless necessary to use ths sorry emperiences of the Manzmul grour i

. the came menmnor ag we use vaccination against sickuess, I aa telkzing an cxadplo

that appoars to mo to te decisive.

One of tho momders Bf tho Ychamuf groun, o certain I, went ever to the Frey

- growd (vwhich is scmowhat larger iz mizbers end has passed throush a lesscr nuxber

of vacillations, but which sterds at a far erough distence s7ay fremus). fTre
goirs over of X frea one group to the other wes svflicient for tho -Maimruf grecp

* to proclaim X a provocatcrr ond to accuse the Freoy group of covering un a proveca-
tour. Prools? one! The Russica rovolutionary ergcaizations, waich for deceday
"led zn wadergreund existence, had cufficicnt: expariences in tha ficla- of svrugsl
egainst- provocation, suspicions, accusations, spricg, ete., erd tho quostion en-
tercd not rarely into the struszle cuong the different factions (Zolsheviis,
Yenshoviks, Social Revolutionists, Aaarchists, etc.). 3But I can hardly remember
an instznce of such erimiral-toying with heavy accusations 28 -is -the case with - -
the Izhnruf group. Irca too point of view of the revolutionary seli-preservaticn
of the organizatioa, it is entirely irrelevent to-us whether the Mamnruwd zrou:
‘4teelf boliaved in these cccusations or not, in so far as X, as well as tle Zucy
group, is concernad (tha last accusction at any rate they could not beclieve at
all). In both cases, we wiiness thc cozplete absence of revolutionary corzle aad
a feclinzg of politiccl resvonsibility., These syzploms alone sufiice for us to
say: ve have before us a combination of lignt-headediness and cynicism, i.e., fea=-
turea that are very cheracteristic of half-fo==enist and cne-fourth Cozmunist
Bohemien circles, but which are cntirely ia contradiction to the psycholozy of a

. proleterian revolutionary., I we kad really revoluiicnary grouns in Vienna, car-

|

.

ryin3z on & serious jdeclezical strussle agzinst one anothner, they would have to
expel mutually cnd wierincusly, desnite their differeaces, all such elexzents iron
- their ranks as poison tiae well of ¢he revolution. 'hat would contribute zuch
‘more to the revolutionary uporinging of the-younger comrades than {he wnprinci-
pled polemical fiurries of journalists, who give themselves the appearance of

-

“irreconcilatles", . -

A revolutionary orgcnization selects ond educates people not for intrigues
amorg clique’s but for great strussles. fhat. izposes very heavy denands upon T
cedres end even greater ¢zos upon the "lezders? or the candidates for the-role of

¢ . leadership. Loments of crisis, no matter how painful they may be, have this

N

political significance in every orgonizotion -- they disclose the real, politicsl
"physiognony of the people: what sort of a spirit arimates tkem, in whose naze
they struggle, whether they have the power of endurance,.ete. . . .

- . .- . '\ . .. .- .
Haturally, the political evaluation of the people,.especizlly of younger

- people, is mot of & cGoeisive charactor in most ccses. The people can learn on

tho basis of thoir expcriences, renress scus Yeatures ornd develop others. Ecw-
ever, 1t is precicely in order to cchieva Just cuch a collective cducation the
the Interznationc) Left in generzl azd tho vaerious sectiors in particular must )
. diligently pursuas ths develorment of every sirzle jone of its members, end espe- _
cially that of the responsible worlers. With extrezs attentiveness =- in timos-
of cricis, %rcy rust not leave unpunished ths toying with principles, jouranal-
istic- lizh%t-nirdedness, moral loocsnacs and imitated Pirreconcilability® -- in

- the nzao of perconal coprices. Only in this monmer can the organizaticn e se-

P s LI

curcd against catastrophic surprices in tre future.. Tre edirit of circle-chumzd
ness (you for ma, and mo for you) is the mest abomiradle ¢f organizatiozal sick-
nesses. TVith the eid of chuxniness, one can gather a clique arourd oneseli but
not a faction of co-thinkers, : :



¢

Voo

e

.- /\ B : o T C .

__means that the Leit Opposition must be created on o soil that is overcrowied with -

-

_©Te ‘€0 not touch upon ths third group here that arose ‘suddenly out-of the sylinter

-3 -

. In this cense the Internationcl Sotreterist expressed itself when it consfdored .. |-
both of tho Iustrion groups unfit to belosg to tie Interrational Tefts 25 13 goness -
ally =mcm, tko Troy crevy loft tho Intcrnotionzl Conosition of 4t3 ¢om ceeexd, ef-. .

tor 1% hod crpived ot (ko conclucien thot 4%o rosd wes mot tho ¢=—3 oo cur-om.-  Tao .
Yohnruf group is bre=ded by oll its actions o5 an alicn boldy in our midst. I be- '
lieve, that 211 tho sccticns w111 have to mecnforce this mrezecal ¢f th2 Secretarlat ‘

pith full vrenimity end thorecoy troncform it into 2 finol deceision.,® - - ot

N

-- e

- fhe Austrien Bxveriences. on Garmen Soil. :,,__A,-_., - —

The Cerman cornditicns ere shorply distizguisted from those inm tnstria, if only
by tho existenco of a ctrong Cemmuaist Poriy. Fowever, waen we evalvato tke kis-

" tory of Cermany since 1914, wo must coy tast tha present Comrmnist Porty is the
weskest of 2ll Communist Parties that could have been formed under the cxceptionel
conditions of Gorman developzcat. fGhae objective conditions worked for Comwmumism, T
the Perty lecdershivp ezainst Commmunicm. Thoe result wos -- a profound shela-up of

-

‘the Party, &iccppointmont and distrust of the Porty leadership, the Eromta = sceptl- -
ciocm, otc. All this crcatcs in tho working cless e mass of dicporsed, unsy  fied !
and oppositionnl clemeats, some of whoa are completoly fatigued, spent {onl @
revolution cca trinz them to tas suwfzce sgoin), vhile others have retainec oir
revolutionory f£reshaess, tut connot find a correct lize zad a trustworthy i::zersuip I
. o rust 24d: ot only tha history of the Party as e whole, but thst of the L:zft fec-
tion e9 well, ic full of contradictions, zig-zags, mistexes exné céisespointnments. .
Thorcfore - a conciderable number of sscts, with their customery prescriztioas
Pagainst® participation in the trado unions, "zgainst® parlismenterism,. etc. Tals

the rcrmonts end £plinters of former dreskdowns. Usder thess conéiiionms, tze role. .
of the lccderchip tokes on en exceptional eignificamcee.. - - . o—
. That eritically thirkding Left workers, not only outside the Party, dut insicde
1t as woll, demand at prescnt of the leadership, avove 2ll, 4s 2ot politiczl iafel-
14bility -~ thids 1z ixposoible -- but revolutionary davotlon, persongl firmness, |

revolutionzry objectivity end honcsty. Inis criterion, which wo3 fermerly celf-
understocd in tha revolutionary pacty, hos todsy gainced c=ceptionzl sisnificaace, -in n
viow of the burccucreiic doeay that has sct in during the last fow yoorss Leoders

_ are appointcd frew abovo, cuparetus mon ere aircd as the busincsszon hires clerks,
the Farty functiomeries change their. cpinions oa cemmend, they persecute and lie
when thoy ere told to do so, etc. - - T TmEen T

-

of the other grouns. Cemrade firaef, the leader of tais grovp, has, in confordity — ~
with the custcms of -2uotro-Oppositionism, revised his ie¢eological bazsege raéically -
vithin o bric? time ond elctorated a platierz in which everything is -comprehensitle,. ¢
except for ome thirz: WThy arxd to what purpose does Grzef inclufe himseli in tre Left ©
Opposition? (onells mloiferm fo tho nlpttetn of tha cor-Follovers of tha Gialinist
burcever-~cy, 1.C., 0f the ledvist philistines who have citacasd taezsclives vo ths
Victorious revolutloa. .Sarousse could suoscribe to 12is pletlorm, 28 well es all
tho other "Zriczds of the Soviet Uaion®, who ere of as mach use zs milk trat comes
from & billy-z02%s vho are, however, alwcys prepared to go to Soviet toniverceries. .
- gnd, on the silda, t0-accuse Rakovsiky of "Zautskysnisa®.  fpperently, in orfar not to -
dovicte frem tho style-line of iusiriem caricature, Gracf k¢ proposed with the most -
serious face thet hic platform be mzde the basis of the pietforn of the Iatermaticnal =
Left. In tho near future wo will Govote a few lires to this species of astro-Comn-
-hicm, too. Oae thing, nevertheless, is clear,. that traifors cre not capable of form- T
ing cay csort of fection. Crasf's partisons will capitulnte to Stelin or fz11 into _ ‘
i

oblivion. Aftes his veoeillations, Croef hizmcelf will retura to 2is crigizal posi-

tion. Uill he have loorncd eaything Irox= ris oxpericnccs? Only tho future cen tell.
Meanwhile, it is tco bad: Graef dictiaguickcd himself from the Austro-Commaisy }
school, 4in so faor es he lgarned more seriously thon the others and was not satizfled
vith writing articles about everything crnd nothizg. Eut, whot con be done? Mrlatle

T mee Felnnd  wat trwath 4a desrer to me.® "t Cores Pt
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gingle intermodiary layers of the Qppositiom, in so far as the Opoosition, cspecisi-

o b PE—— . - - . . e . . .
tiativs, stegnation, iaxity. Hovertkeless, a fierce struzzle is-being corduc

- ._ -

R

-

'Tho processaes of disintegratieﬁ nay —- 1% .18 not at 21l inpossible -- cetize

1y in its first ctogos, attracted not only revolutionists, but alco zll sorts ot
coroerists who Joined it. Taat in turn leads to 2 sentiment of sceptical irdiffer-
cnce emong Oppositicnist workers in tie question of leadership: WAll. are carearists
mor of less, tut one, for insteance, can at least writs articles, whereas the olhers _
‘cannot even do that.! Tais expleins first of all why meny critically iaclined work-
ers ¢sn reconcile themselves to tne Party regime -- they have never seen anotiher!
Secondly, vhy the majority of the Cprositiocnist workers remain outsideo of tre ¢ricn-
ization; thirdly, vay inside the Oprosition the less pretentious w skers recencile
‘tpemselves wiih intriguers, since they look upon them as fispecidistso®, as an wu-
aveidsble ovil, i.e., as ihe Russian worker looits upon the bourgeois enginsers. And
this is the result of great dcfeats on the one hand, and, oa the ovher hard, of tie
disintegrating bureaucratic regine. ‘ ,

: is not developing itself in a vacuum. Wot only in the
Leainbuzd, but in the orzanization of the Bolsaevils Leninists, as well, I have with-
in tho last two years cbserved such moihods as have absolutely ncthiug in cormon
with the rezime of a proleterian revolutionzry organization. More than once I nave
asked myself in sstonishwment: Do those people hold such nethods to be the meihcds o
Bolshevii education? Eow can intelligend German worikers tolerate éisloyalty znd
ebooludisn in their orgznization? .I atterpted to express my objections in letiers
to several cemrzdes, but I have boen cenvinced that the funcamentels which appesred.
to me to be elemz art

The German Cpposition
o

i
ve

-
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ary Tor-a proletarien revolutionary tave found no ecio on vart cf
somz of tho lecaders of the Oprosition, who nave formed e delinite conservztive ooy-
cholezy. It caz be characterized iz the following manner: extreme, offen sicizly
sensitiveness in relation to everything that corcerns their own circle, and tae
greatect indifference in relation to overyihing that corcerns the rest of tie wovid,
I attoznied in circulers end erticles, without mentioning any nemes, i.e., .Witheout
strikinz at the egoism of the younger coxrades, to call attention to the necessity
of e declsive revision of the internazl regime in the Left Oprositiocn. I did net
hit up £3einst any Qojections; en the coatrary, I found the vory self-same fornula-~
tions in the official publications of the German Cprosition. "However, in practiice
the directly opposite road was toksn., Waen I agein brezachcd the (restion of tire
disderity, in oy lotters, I met cnly with irritadility.

3 13
)

A whole year pacsed with taese atterpts to regulate the natter without 2 cizry
orgonizetional crisis. The ccarades waoso wolicies eppeared particularly dangerauvs
to me occupied themselves in the course of this time moinly with the comsolidotion
of the positions of their own circle. They achieved & mcasure of success in
at the czponce of tha idselozical end orgonizetionn) interesis of the Carman C
tion. In the genreral weri oyiho latier, thers coa to noticcG o cerdain leck ol Im:-

Mz ted for
the sclf-proservetion of thae leading circle. In the Tinzl anzlysis tnis-lezds to 2
decy internzl crisis, the basis of vwhich consists of the contrzdiction vatween the
prozressive nceds of the developzzat of the Left Cpposition end tne conservative
policles of the leacersaip. : ' . :

_ In the course of the last few ydars I have received from Saxony, Berlin, Eenm-
Yurg, & scries of highly disturbing communications end Gocunsnts, and also urgent

demands that the Iaternational Opposition interveae in the German crisis. .Taese eoxe

the circumstances that forco me to urfold a vhole series of giestions that are bownd
up wvith this crisis before ali sestions of Interngtional Left, for their judgment.

One of the cxtreme representetives of tuis circle-conservatism is Cowrade
londzu. His school is the typically “Austriezan? school in the sense referred to
" gbove. Lordau is the founder, tho educator snd the protector of tre ausirien
Mehnyuf-Group. Ue have seen this group in actioa. It cen surrender its idecas butl
not its lesders. fThe fact 2lone that Landau has decicded to defead the iarnrus
Group in the revolutionzry milieu and to demand for it a leeding viace ii lie Cpue-

e e e e = —— - " O PP I D D S W D B o o S
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" eielly since unfortunately it is harder rare for the German: worlcer to pursus the

. parture from Jommunism 2nd the proletarian revolution most often and most e2sily 7

- trado unions, instead of a )irk beiween them. As a result, the growth cf tas I.e__It

) . -5- ' l
siticn 18 eloquent enough. That these peonle are todey. with Brandler, tomorrow witk
us, thea waite with Graef and finally retwn.to. thzir o]d empty plece pgain; that
these people have fougat for the.r ,ozpty. slace 1n the carp of the-Jlaft Opposition
with poisoned wempons, ell thesn may have heen "mistakea®t (today lendaun realizes. this .
but all thess mistzkes stap to the background defere tha fact that these people ere
the politicel clients of Lazrdau., Tnat is in fact the picture of the cliqe, i.e., ¢
a group thot. cares abcat persaas, ut not ﬁbaut ideus.®*.__ . . _ _ 7 .

Yo less wrong is the position of 00m~ede Iardau in the French questioa, espdé o
developzmont of the ideological sirusgle then in Austria.
Synd¢cnl*sm 1s ot present the specific form of opportunism in Frarce. %he de~ .

tekes on syrd¢cal*sb forms in France. To recognize tle opportunist contert under~

" neath this form 2nd to unmesk i, 15 the first tosk o2 the Zrench Comrmunists. The ~

0ld leadership of the French League aid not do this, in spite of warzings end edvice.

" Thig led to the fact that.a-semi-syndiceliot fection formed itself insido the Leaf«e. ¢

vhich, Toriking in the trale unionc, teceme a high wall between (ke Tesgue and the

© Opposition way retarded for a uuxber of months. . Comrade Lendan hed the opnorturity
_to pursue tns Cevelepmenis of the French crisis, since he.reads French end sizce he

colletorates in the Irench press. I, Lfor my pert, insisted in & series of lctters
that, in view cf the exirexe ssriousness of the sitvation, they mek:o themselves femil.
ier with the Irench crisis end help the French comrades by means of their German oxe-
periences. Therein, indeed, consists Internationalism in prectice! Since, however,
the personal ccnnections of Iendsu were with the French ‘group that was co*auctzng 2

- false policy, landau systematically prevented the German—onnosztiox fromtaking a.

correct position on tiis central questioz. - The TFolicy of concealment. reservations
end meneuvers on the French question is beizg-contirued by the German leadership to
this very Cay. lore than trat: Comrade Lendew lets no opportunity rass by to.ettack
the new leadership of {ke league, which strives to correct the old mistales. That,
is the unvarnished truth, waich will be clesr to every Upposition worzer tomorrowl

Berlin end leipsig

—

. The politics of the circle, the politics of personal coraoctions and combines ap-
peers to us in even crasser form, vhen we see how Comrade Landau behaves toward those
olements of the Left Onnosition in Gerneny and even toward whole organizations of
workers, who allow themselves a eritical attituae towards his actions. '

The Leipsig orbanizgtion 13 the strongest and most active organi"ation of tne
Left Opposition in Germany. The positve features of this organization ore ‘ndisp»ta-«
ble; ective end successful atteupts to peneirate into the rexis of the Farty; prole-
terian objectivity; orgenloacioa?l initiative. -In general, just those quel*t;os o F
that the Opposition has been leclking in until zow. Precisely for this reesox, dte-
ceuse the Leipsig orgenization could sense its growth aad:starnd oa its omn feet, it
expressed en anxiety for its indepsndence, and demanded that its comaunicetioas and
views be given a place in the organ of the fection, ead did not tolerate rerezptory
coxxmends over 1ts head. Te must not forget that even if vwe ere centrilists, tter,
only as democretic ceantrdlists who employ centralisz for the revolutiozary ccuse end
not 4n the n=me of the prestige of the euthorities, Waoever is acquainted with the

"history of the 301§\eviL Prrty knows what e brosd cutonomy the local orgazizations

alvays enjoysd; they issucd their own nepers, in whzcn thaey. openly exnd s? rerply, wten- -
ever thoy found it necessery, criticiscd the ectione 'of the Central Cczaittee. Zod
the Centrel Comaittes, in case of princiole ci‘:erencea. atte*pted to dispersce the

*7ith what conscieatioucness Cozrade Lendeu informs the locel organizetions i3 shown
by & letter from Ludwigshafen directed to mo, on Februery 2ad, which says: "As far

53 the position ofCozrede Lendau is concerned in the Austrian question, the events in
ermany heve coniirzed it." Is eny commentery nceded here? .
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- eeal cogmizshicas €@ o Oomoivo 80 o2 ¢ha liSoraturo ($hodr 2400 oo 8co) bee

£c20 o0 ooty 1ol Dol on eonceti=ity to comtess 4600l ee cush o Gaztond Jomitic
weadd hova =odo itocclf iooesaiblo. Datrselly, oo cosn e 1% Locozo miscociny, Yoo
Tclchia7ik: Goatood Cemittoe condd givo ecdsro, Zut cubordinstion to o Co—iftice
"pag pecsiblo ealy Tooouco 2 ovsoluto loyolity of ths €.0. Gemosd overy micuce of

tho Pooty wos woll-lmema, a2 woll oo tho ecnstoad rocdincos of (ko locdzochin to

bozd oves cvery coricus dicmute $o (0o Jelzoat of (ho Jorty. 2rd, fiz2ily, wont dc
oeat doozicat, tiho Conmdocl Cezzmittes poscescad oxtrasrdinory thecredical ol polliti-
c2l matkority, codncd groivally ia o covrco of yoooo, not by cet=onds, . mot by caout
fr3 Qoma, not LY booting domma, bub Ty correst locicochin, proved Uy GLSls in great
ovcato cad cisusslco. :

TTTT S picfeztio 62 tho Doolin Dnoouftivo, ) Uy Gimedo Zondon, 49 Lanf 14 hoo
no? oz cowdd 20% otloln covea 2o oliszficot calicodly. I6 40 cufdicicud €0 Docail
$ho Zoot {hat {Lio Ineoulivo Rold oo catocmily misorablo eexforenso 4da Cotobcr, waich
814 mob ofcal o cocoivlica €1 a oingio ATloovost gvosiicn.  Lhoro orc et mony cuch
Coemnlen da (o histery o oovoluticnary (ooanicatiens! 10 wenimeso of ko Imccutive
on CToi%icas of moal sovelusicnany leodcriain 4o fuily moteat. ©ais wocimccs i ea-
$iroly ccconioncitle Uy 4icolf. oz ¢ pocpocoticn ond cmnericzsd €43 Bo evoreoDd
.e2)y in tho fiamce of Gimo. Tewovoz, (R0 Eocn cistclko of tho Tmoounliv) cald porticue

locly €2 Ocolo Ionlou consioto 22 0o oot 0ot eo looo 483 leclopiiip £ived to

¢

77 tho omgomicguien, i Tord bliad cocdicnzo Co tkoy dezomd frem it. Pl L L L

oy PR
. l:.‘ . i 3

- §n 620 doob Bottor T oczotcd (o Coololca o2 tho LE. of Jomuany 3043, ©hich cve
- Qo2 €oab oaqfins ciccllcen ¢2 o policy €2 (0o Toonch Looseo e- eonoprusitly oot o

-~

o Coeovicn o2 immidiclo prostical gcotlcon 4a (oomnay, buj ea o gusctina of o nrinsie
plcd dalozmoticont dicocuccica -- o3l —Izlous 02 tho orgonisotlca ord -bo feprcccat sob

tam & LPOw) . K -~ . ) ) .- ~ - : 2E ot 4
thele e oindeso vud oo ¢f tho Cztontive. tast ondziocnc?  Gko:ono wlalca (4
AR o . N o o -~ ] £t ~* A d ) —_ ey A -
Taooallivd €23 2ot om0y TF 4o enly grooroics (B0 ciliogsobicd of 440 (olmlcze S

ced ¢hio Cogicica over cad over.caia oad selivcd my eysc. Lod ovonrnow, T mish
111 rezizd yscl? that it is not o question of o poor emcedote but of & fact., This
oxzzplo pormits s mora iza ony Jourazlistic cnercite’to prastrato;into tho consdicur-
nege.of pony o .Copositicn locier. Tacn o man holds iass i6r the soul of bis Gecdhscd
fether, I would without imcwing anyihinsg &houd hin cay with certainty: o hos noth
in #cwon with matorielici. In, tho-szme mennor, when ] recg tho cecicicn of ke
(mox Bxodubive, thich forlida 4f2 moshorchin $o thinlz ddffergatly econctrninj the IF
quistiod {rem Gemrodo omdzu (vzo hns nod Foumd tha tims to think it ¢ver nimself)
muwt cpy: Ecre’ic cuch o cexbirotion of jovrnolistic »prifs and premsiute bLurezucrab-
dcn go giTpoocés, da 148 boorezacso oxd custodity, oll ko comples effcved By the
Stalin-fhcoinonn burepucicey. A mildor ovaluvatica I cemnmot £iad.® Go. .

R TARS

Je T IR, 4%.1p ot at £ll rozorimblo, wilhoush custems, thet tho dndssendencoof v - -
o tho Cozon oojonization oppoarcd to tho 4rdnilidle Ticcwtive o3 9fcdcralismé and svch

"~ oinilar €colly sind. A wox drolz cut ea tho pit of tho mccutive that was puny,

~Qoveuring ool winrineinlced, For contls §.oobserved this strvzsle with increasing &

enzioby, cttcintizg to indusc tha Toxlia cod tha Zoindis denmredes to comz to a prac-
tical.cgroczoat, since there woe mod oy Giffercnec2 in arinciple, co that the con-
forcaco, tiaich wos hold lest fall, woUld nob ve dovoted $o potty wocmzling, but te
tho cacotiong of revelutiguery strvszle, Jbhovo oll, it woo g quootion of Coxrade

- - ~Realon £ 422 scknomledged 1rcdor of the Lnccutive and Comrode Vell as.the. acimowl~. . ..

cdzed locdor of tao {axon oszanizatien.

o v i . | 4 - { 4 i
. 03¢ 1g pot_cunerdlucua to rooask that whorcos ho demands gbsolute obedicaco frem the

ocal crgonicaticzs, Tandow hos nrot giowa tho olishtost intontion of cucunéinating

“hizzolf $o T (osicions of tue Intornetional Copesition. Lfter the burcau hed pdaph:

cd 1o drofé platiora foo tha Ausirian (poosition with two votcs ageinst that of
Lozdon, Icodzu proposcd dehind tho back of tho Durseau, in which ko had rezaingd ja -
tho minority, -to cicmsnts noar to hinm in Vicana,—-thst. they irmere the draft 6F tha

bon [ ArERa S AIve. 4

nal diceipling, . éomond it from cébors 21l £39 more boldly.’

- Burozn o2 edswt hie, Tondoals, dvofi. Thot 40 no zceident. Peoplo, Yacking Inter-.
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Mter a serieo of urgent letters frcm me, Landau enswered on the Sth of Ssptoc-
'ber. ‘last year, with a communication that m2do a very fevorable irpression on me,
cite a quotation from this letter verbatim: "At preseat quiet ruales over lLere, appar-
eatly. I hopa very rmch thet e peaceful and loyol colhboratio'z ‘botveen Vell and
i, ouvselves w11l be echieved veruonently. Personally, tais seems all the more Jporta"
& ent to e, since Tell is the cnlv ene vhe will be able to contimua to direct the
- politicel worls, chovld I lecave Germeny. fGhess reflections do not proceed froz Jac- - (
tional mechinatioans, but from the fact that we 'ewigrenis' from the Comintern very. ~ ~\ .
often fall victim to the diseases of emigretion., BSubordinate political and tectic—i ]
‘mistakes or diffcrences lead, under conditions of tense and hostile versonal rala- . - - "
tions, to hr»avy ahocrs rhicn can be avoidecl i{ tneir czuses end danrers are rx.own." '

.

" Those lines ‘ere co::mletely co‘rect 1n essences .Jspﬂcially interrstirs for v
is the estitn~tion that is given of Vell, as the only person cezpable of directing the |
. entire organization in cass Landan leaves. Since it concerns a revolutionery prmg,-«-
torian orgenization, it 1s cleor that Iandau, with this characterization,- consiacc's'_"'
¥Well as & revolu ionary, firm in principle end fated for a leading role. A mor

praisewortby charactenzation can h::dly 'be given. :

_ On the 30th of January this nema I:andau vrites to po-% ".L‘.. nd the Vell é;rmp?' Te
will expose the centrist character of this group thoroughly before thre Internatirml
Cpposition, It will be herd for you to conscrt to the views to which the . ell gro.;p
subscrides. - It will-be still harder for the Well faction -to. prove their calumnis=.
tions and. to prevent their liquication 'cy tho ﬂational Co..:nttee. -

"'ha Execuuive itself speaks in'its letter of I ebruar,,r 5th of fthe clean..inb e
the Oermaa Opposition from the centrist Well faction®., At the mestings tuere . is
talk of the inevi‘ca’bility of the e:mulsion o7 tas Vell group, i.e., of & split. "In

_ this monner Comrade Vell ‘hoa been trenc.;orrcd ian tre course of a few t'eezs, w‘xich.
! moreover, h2 syent ouwtsids of CGerneny, from the best (c.ccordin* to lLandau ki: .self)

C and only (in case of lLendou!s absence) leader ol the German Oppogition -- izto a con-

" trist, who must be crushed, ‘expslled and desuroyed.. 1%, is not a question of one. per
son alone. ‘but of an entire crgaxization. T : ;

Tha.t doos this meen? TUhot are the polit*cal criteria thot L..ad-u emoloys,
which permits him so easily to transfora tie besi into the worst? Lnd can wo re- -
main serious in regard to the avaluations tha.t comra.de Landaw gives in sucl-. ir:.poz. t-

ant qaestions? __— i T

.u. e e e . - EEEEEI .
" : H

. In his let‘cer o*‘ Jar’u..ry 6in, Comrade Fran -el cuo{:cd emonsg o‘c‘ner thin;s t‘n. X
above flzttoring estimation of .Jell." fhat dozs landen, convicted by cuch crushing
contradicticns, do tban? Ze Leens silent for some time -= for five drys -- end- lets-
taé Tiecutivc enswer. Hare is what the latter wntes o the 25th of Januery: The
National Cozmittee declares that tho estimation' of Comrede Tell given by Comrade
Lardau has nothing in common with the point of view of the N. €. Tue Hationmel Com-
mittee seces in such an estimation en expressian of the well-rown concilizbory abti-
tudo. of Coxrzde Tondesu in rezard to f,n wnnrineinlcd znd woliticall; cc**ucw.v.' de-
foetcd foction (Veil) 3:AYErd UACH Was YxiSw OF lazon wodoralicn, et g e -

JE e PR e e————

¢In replying to the letter of Comrzdo Frenicel with little twists Co‘.rade L-mdau. as™
13 plways the usage in wprincipled struzsles, eeels to discredit Franical personel-
ly: a groon studeant, Trotsky's secrotery, etc. If I em not mislaken, Comrado Larasy .
belonss -to the-scme category of emdlovees es Trznkzl, Dospite his youthfnlness.- - - ‘
Comrado Tadd=u has particinated in the revolutionary movement for sevea yoors, since” 7§
1927 in the raounks of the Coposition in Czcchosloval:ia end Fronco, whire he repre-
sented tho Czech groun et the &pril Conference of the Intornationcl COppositicz at a
tims -then I hzd lmowa nothing whatcver ol his existeace, I Franlcl Goes cid me .
‘my worlc, then beczcuse it is our common work, in whichk ne hos ro less a right tohts
¢ vigws and to def zd then thon Londaw kas. 3But the difference consiste in this,
that "the let\er of Z'ronwel contaizns md.xspuuable facts and nolitical critic;sm,




-9-

. fus the Dzocutive "dicovemed? Tandon who, it hes been 5oca, 1o kmera (!5 for
Bic concilintory attitudo toward tho Mumnrincipled fdction” of Tell. Ve ore not

“-dnterestod wnothar Comrode Tondsu kas written these lings him,clf or wasinsy o o

d

sczco20 elco write thea. That is o quiotion of technigqus. Lo vholo {e=a it cuite

tremsporent. Foadius is wmmosking Piletus. Sute pOlluIC@llj tko quositicn is cu-
trehsly ¢eplorsblo, for the Ixeccutivo o3 well es for Landeau. “hat is comeilintior-

dcm? Coancilinticaica ic nidnvn. macied opportunicm or contrica, I Coaroie Lendavw
ip Wlmema¥ for hio cozciliotionica towards ca unrrinc1n‘ed fzcvion, that :::ns that

hio hiflcn cnzortraics or cexl-cppontunica ic igell-lmowal,  Sub why ¢hoa oo the
Exocutive cet oo if 1% wore ozly o ¢trifle? Yy io Poativg co cousidorcio b0 & ilanu

Bewover, tho patéce ia for no:so. Lorein g:d hew ic trio concilintionicn to-
tards ccatrica Gicsloscéd ia cobicn?  1a the foot that tho econeiliator Coes nobt taie

into eceont o Conger of ceatricza, ond is, thcrczo“o, izclinzd to medcrato his
oppocition teuoed 14, Talo 1o ab procent tho peaiiion o2 Gron?, Ee is a tyalcnl
conciliztor tcmord coatrica. Lub 40 gocition of Lrmdoa ia Ucpbezber hog noiring
in cc=xzea with thais. Londom doso ned ooyt ve mest medoraio cur ciruszlo asainst th
ccadoict Toll, To. Iom@ow coyot Wo masct mub TSIl ab (ko keood of (o eogoniceatiog,

pinco ko i0 ¢ho cziy —za it to d;rccg 4%, Vncrein deos his conc1113310a1,n consLs

b antS
‘o

2.°

$?

0o

L

In ro,‘iuv, ¢no Tzeecvtivo cayc pemot si > alicgotnes dificorent. Gc:r:: Jandan
4o izecnablo $o Cigforcaiizio botwosa o povcen whao must Ty put ot tho kond of tho
orzanicabicn cd oo that st e C"“321‘¢. Catt is what ¢eo ”"ccutixo ceycl Duib,
@ics, Ceooaio Yomdow ooys Ui oomd Lhirnz abowt niwseld. Tory aftel wo nos foogotten
cbcu in Yooli-toemat¥eoxcilictionicn, i rencats five doya ;auc* (u crvory &04a) the
words of ths Tmceuiivo cohccrning tao -neccssity of erushing the uuxl Tection, this
$ic5 in Dis owa nozol . . '

Tao foct Skt tha conciliato* io=don 18 o irrocencilable temard ¢ho Sexon face
tiom boecics pordieulorly cicgusat in ceoperison with tha attitude of Landau ‘cwazd
tho {’-horuf Croum.  Lere wa oro ceaceracd with o groun that is with the Zalt Coposi-
tioa ¢a Meonlcy -- wita Sromdler ox fuscdoy -- €2 Daurcdeoy with Groef; Tug still it
1s Guis? grevd. Joyono wio coiticites 4% ic hig emczy.  Comrodcs Uillo cod Uolinler.
Tho (ovo & ecoaloioly wnprojriicel cescunt of this grows, are cuvjecicld fo catirely
1E?3?;1u04010 abfacisc ca 422 pact ¢f Zondou, (4o Saton orngamication 1o cnotlcr mot-
ter. Do Lo cuzo, it 123 mot vecilligtcd Frea tho Iol to tie nisat, Hul ---iU wontis

to roficet cad Julze irnlsuiznliiatly, macticipaio in {he decicicas and nov gimply sut

LS

ordinato 1$5c1s %o cez=rnds frea $ho Lighor orgon.  %aic orgezization st To crucnes

the noticnel orsontzatica rust be clcomccd frem 14, Uere wo hove tuo diffcrczt cor

of Las;:e. aas 1o this dus to? To a Cemmunicst eriterioa?  To reovolutionary intor
ecis? ;:;*' Rimoolf oo %oid uc im {ho ioltcr cuotcd nbove, dated Sepvember Sind

Eo cllcl ig ¢ma cielmzeos, tho emisrobion cielmess, exd cocerdted 4t corrccily o3
ecvidicir ! i;;ai;; of zolitical diiigreaces cue to kociilo perconal relotions, The
word bemiliratiea® coco nod ot 22) it tuo ot here, The w = clicuz iz more exect.

Thca tho erying contoadictieons cra cerplotely colved., fSacy arise so Yream tio chonsiag

reguiremints o‘ a clicuo, widea 4s £i-ating for its cxistence end fov i»s Goninztio
et all coczts axd everytiiing cloe nolwitiaziancing.

To havo boea promiced proof in tho ncar fubture t“,t the (oll #Zeetion® must be
dectreyed., Tut vy o now $his hos mot yot toca proved, o oae koo &5 yet recod 2

sinzgleo . avticle ia vaich those eccucations have beoa Justificd. Ia the meeatims, i

dostruction hos elresdy bozua. Im Zenbur3, comre@es have been eipcllced for sol~cqri—
ty with Icipeig comainst Berlin, The relations betvwcen 3orlin axnd Loipzlg nove prao
ticwl‘y ool broltca off. Tha Loipzig moichers ore no longer invited to the sessicns
of the Izccutive, Trat is the basis in princinle of theco cplitting taciics? . Lonte
preaices (o ermplain thea Hvery thorouzialy? to uz, copzarently ofter the opliv will
havo boon pirezaiszatcd. Uad **unwtoly; everyihing is ctood on its hcod, oa uhis guec-
tion. Tkcrover i¢ has Decaa maitier of sicuzzle eround tenconcies znd rnot Teoitween
oliticel 4if-

clicues, k3 prccess nns ascumed aa eabtirely coatrary charscter: first 3

"fercnces of ceme cort erice. Tacy sre cleorificd st re otinzs ard in »ha wress,  he-

sponsibvlo r'“o,uvicnar¢c. sce to 1% ¢un% vao Giscucsicen of principles cdols notv Gis-
twd tze crgonizational waity. %ra foroim oraani:? icns eve civcn en opportunity
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: came in, with the erticle "Centrist Currents, The orticle bears s purely ritvalis.

© Greei end even rgsinst the lahnmaf Grovwp. Fzetually, it aas the tasit of vstixym, 1 =

_the moxlss, Lendsuw disanisses economic eprauments with gereral 1orzn.lee -which -Go-not

-:economic factors, he-is correci. Just as soon es Lendau turns sgainst this suvmuari- o

..9_

to express their opinions, etc. Only pfter this vholesome 1deological struss:.o,,‘,.,,_ T
gshows as its result thet the two stendnoints rre irreconciledle, only thez does the
hour of the split strike. Tais wes tho cnse with the leninburd, wacrs the profoun&
discussion of principles essumed en interastionsl chrrrcter béfore Urbahns ebepe. =5 - i
dored the In‘ernnticnrl left. Tnis was the case with the Zelglan Opposition, vhera '

the discussion was conducted et meetings and ia the press for months, with tae par..
_ticiprtion of the Bussien ond the Frénch Oppositions before the split took place. . ,‘j’ T
In Frence the Giscussion wes teld twica (on the question of the *turn" in the Comin- S
tora end on the trede union oquestion) in the columis of the-press and ot meeting ... - &

a
Tedsee wem o

"with the participation of other natiozal sections, in which the chonge of the pei at -~ =

cal lins wes achieved without o split..

That 1s t‘me ¢ituation in Germ rzany? Fectually, the Executive has elrecldy pro«. - .
cleimed the spxit. On the other hand, tho pclemic on »rinciples is promiced caly..,...___.;;;_
for the future. Tis cligue siruggle is e cericature of the idsolegical struggles-. ... .
And in caricetures, the feect often t=}:e t‘le plece of the heed eal the heed tlet of o

tae feet. - , ) . i . 1 v

... 'The Theoreticel Basis of Conrsde Tendeu's Svlitting ?olicz ST s

;..As ve vere wri"hg these lines, the Februrry nusber o"' the Zerlin "Zomrmueniok”

tic cheracter. Thuis is nn All Sculs'! mnss for the murdered and ..et en conen discvs-

sion. Fortunately, the m.:u'c.erca are S§111 elive and whole 2nd we hope to fignt in

common with them szeinst the class enemy. Ve hope a2t the seze time thet Lenden toe-.
~-- althouzh not imwedietely -- will fiad his place in our rpaks aré thet he will - - -
leern to differentiste ideoloziczl sirugzle from urprinciple:l clious scuffles.

) At first sight, the erticle in the "Zommuniat® shows the~4 the editorisl board
is not copatle of raxing this distinction., Fermnlly, the article is &irected against

the destructica of tre so-czlled Well fecticn. Tre whole sriticle is e mesking, e
~4mitetion, if not o felsificetion, of Lileas, Londeuw grosps idezs in generel very
easily ené formulstes them easily. Zubl I ferr it is Just for tais rerson thet he
does no% thini thom out to the ead, I te should vant to sudbmit the ariicle to
serions criticism, then even if we were ten times more considerate then Landam in---
his eriticism egeinst the Sexoax we would hrve to express m very severs judsment. - - - -
“Lenden's erguxents ezainst CGraef teer a verbdose charector srd most of tex hit-tesfde - -

ensver the quections posed ty Graef. . ' _ . o

N §

in so for es Greef elaims -ageinst the bourﬂ‘eois*e end ‘the-socisl democrac,y that — - —
- —~the prime reeson for-the vpwerd swing of the collectives were not adninistrative but "t‘“

ly, ho makes incorrsct use of the correct ideas of others snd fecilitetes Greefls = -
task, : ’ o ' ’

Then Liondav speel:s of the growth of capitelict elements in'the..Uss.S.R... withe -
out defiring whnt 26 meens by them, he hends o wecpeon to Greer, who, i3 distinetion: .. .
from Lendrv, knows the feeots and figvres cad follows the economic 1life of the UsSoSe- —-— -

R., even taoug,: ke irews frem his I=owledge co::clusxo 13 taet 'lre_falsg fo tre yoote . il .

i ¢ the cams mrnner, Lendou s‘xows in his t‘xeses to the confereuce wiich re;;re- I e A
sent e slovenly ho&re-pod,*e frozd old voris of the Russian Ornosition, how lightly o
end corelessly he regsrds orogremzetic gquestions. oy hnstily ssatciing uwp resly
formulae, without gresping, ~t cll times, thelr conasctiica vith the living prrocess
of develorzent, I would prefer to speniz of 2ll trhis in en entirely {ifferent tone,
in proprzeada articles, in private letters to Lendsm celling citention to his mis-
tekes, riding him to master tiaese questions.,. But for tiet 1t 3s necessary for
Londau to heve thoe desire to loarn seriously. Uafortunetely, Lenéruls entire at-
tention is turncd in n differc t direction. , Tithout conscientioucly ettespting to

clrrify himgolf oa ell 'the ocvcotions uzclerr or disvutadle for him. ke sets £11 °
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S _"..r.or!;; o!i:: uaticns into rotion bohi*d. the scones egeinst all those who ere dis-

«t".' inelincd: $o cmash tho “Tell faction® togetrzer with him. Tals alone ferces mo to™ Lo
1 +-poing cud thrt the suner:luox.s determin~tion of our surgeon cxn be exzlednzd by the

. _ ~fact. th=t he docs not Imow ™ratomy end is elways prepnred to crrve, no motter where

TR 1t ~extends. a8 long es this is required dy consiaeretio.;s af “prestibe" i

4

Al . e |' . ? - R -

G E‘ho real ob:)ect of the erticle .n the "oz ~'i.st." is to unloose'Lam.au's bands
not only egainst tas Caxons, but also sgrinst the Iaternstionnl Secrst=riai oy :
rgeinst tho Russian Opposition,. egrihst the major ,r of tho 'j‘rencn Copzociticon, and,
I tels 1t, egeinst tho majority of tho othor natiozel sections. . Ia order to facile

~+ 4trte his tack, Loadou besins by croptir\, en 21ibi for the heroic decds of his
 Vienna f£rionds, thc deanuf Groud. .:P.‘C:.L corrests tro Mcoonrmud Creoup, gives it a

. paternal reprimond end ceoras his diceiples for not having ehowm tast Yirrecozsila-

; - blo atiitudo" thrich Lenéau amadted i'rou thea.. Yes, 2ll tho "nhn"m: Grouwp. leciks is -

: an “11‘1’800&.118.'010 Pttitude“.........u .

- At the samd ting it cen be geon clcarly fro::: this »"ticle. uhic"z is ',,o’liti;n,.-

1y false from bezinning to end, thnt Lendau in ozoning hiis rrms wido opon Yo the

~ ‘Vehnrud Croup, 4o propering to csusk the Szxons, the Esmbturg poopls, the.laternn-

tioned) Cceroterinat and all othors. At any rrte. all these latter permit thomselvwn

to be cruchci., :

- But still, vhercin does the cerntricn of the Saxons consisi? The whole =ntter
refors, it crpoexa, to & éisput~tle formud sticn regrrding the U.5.S.R. Tae “cz=on
.. .compdagn o‘b:}c..\; to the exmession felenents of doudblo governmoni® in the U.S.8.2.,
~thet I heve cozlcycd, cince necording fo thelr opinion such en expression cen lend
-to Zelce conclucions in the sease of U'*aa:‘.::.,, ne‘..el,;, t ~t tho dictrtorship of the - el
prolcterirt Goos not cxist t::y"lon;,er ia tho U.C.8.2. 71 45 test, nhovever, to -
gaoto tho formulertion o tho Caxon com.a‘..ea the...sclves. es czpressed 12 their docu- ‘
naat of Jruuery 3rd: oo : -

-

£ ) fThe formmletion, 'olements of doudle goverpment!, =cans rore (then elczeonts
L of Tnormidor, oleneats of Bomepestica, L.T.). .. I8 scfers to. the concroid oit-
\ -+~ . untion between Tebrusry sad Ostobcr 1917, wasa becido Sho bourzeoisc ruling.
A epoacratus, the provisicnal goverament, t..e:'e'c::isc.(. eloonly thuo n:'o-urrwr
. . steto mnm-:tu 5, the Joviets. Zopiied to tke present situntion in lluaocise,
oy . that wonid mooa tket teside the p*ole..b irn stste arparatus, the Sov lC«o.

l7 ———fhero exicts cn apparetus ef the counter-cvevolution 2y vhich ia cree of & o
' counter-vevola’cie: would pl.y {ho cera role &9 tha Soviets in the inverted .. .
“oaoe. Such en apperafiiz docd not onist 2t present in our épinion, has net T

- beon prcvcd t0o us to oxict in the couwrca o the discussion., Lo pro azainst -
- :_’. tho uge o2 t:e erprossion Yelements of deudle goverazcai! for the renson ’
- . thed, aoido £roa tho faoh Mﬁt 4% 263 now fwal to tha. olﬁ Uadehrist cc..f.l- LT LT
7o siom, 1t can give occasion to Talse politicel progacsevy. Vo bolicve thst — T
in rejecting this exprossion, wo act in tho - spirit of Comrede Trotsiy, who,
~4n the reecat post, hos turncd quite cherply against tre schemetic applicam- - - 2
- -tion of histo*:.c enelczics. ... Lfter ell this, we bolieve thst tkore is mo . .. ¢ o
: .,;-..,«-cont aliction botween cur rejection of tho formairtion 'olcmcnts of douwblo .. .o
: - goveramont! pnd cur mgrecacad with 4ke Imtera~tioasl Oppesition in th e fus-

- . Gmonta) quastions of the ceadition in Dussiad . '*.,.-,_--_ TomTL T

[ TR

.t

—

i

90008 bomteendu

}

ST

Ty

7”.:~-f—-'i‘ho oot elcaﬂnt»r/ coascicatioucnoss would havo required thrt the PEemrmunisif; - ——-
eg soon €0 1% h~d docided to opon up A polemic with the Saxom comrrdes, wudlich its . oc
ovn forsuletion en %hin oucv‘vion. Tart woulé have offcred tha rerder a ‘oo"sio*lit v

b - of Judzing tho reel cwmiont of tho difforeaces. The RPussian Oprosition Zas been nro-

‘.—"‘.{ ) toating for years egrinst the ontirgoous msthods of the S¢~linist buresucrrcy, Thich -

‘ “suetened out single phrrses or even vwords from our doctracnts, and o2 this bacis

- opened pp o furious porgecution A3rinst tho Opposition. Zomast information is tho -
< basis of idsol ozical 1ife in the Borty. Eonest iafomartion is the first letter e -~ . -
- Perty Gomocrecy. Lwis editerial toand of tte ¥Zo==unist! doss mot Zive hozest ine

foraction. It camzot resolve itsclf to cite literally the quotrtioa on tze Pasic - ~

of which 1t builds up its eatire eccusstion. By = siuple inucrtion t‘*-‘ tte .
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cenvrisa, LRNONY, LNOVA 1N eprembEr Tor ais $ouciliTtlenlsa and In Februsry for W'
his irreconcileble rttitude, expleains: -#This question is tie orin criterioa for the
International ‘Ozpasition:” TWrich question? The essence of the question-or-its—- == -

?_f",_';,_" : . formuletion? The entire theory of the split is built up on-the s\.’nstitution of t‘xg -
fom for the conte*% "upon e flat aophiam, on & ple.y of words, = 0Tl Iiionrii
Y B BV S8 AT R .
LG R believe ‘that :ihe feers of the Saxon comrades rega.rding ny formulation are

s~ correct, I du no dee in thom, howaver, sny differences ia principle; Tae Saxon-
. -- -—comrades are wrong wnen they say that I have ecployed the diszutod expression bat = ..
P .., once. It is to be found even in the platform of the Russian Opposition, although i
' " in a more careful, in an extremely moderats form. On one of the first psges of the .
: ~ platform the cutting off of the grovuth of the erenmy forces is desisnated as one of -
= =, the tasks of the ZQarty, by preveating tacm from establishing the condition of a
— factual, ‘evén though concealed, double’Zovernnent, towards which they ere striv mg" T
_ .. This fomuletion wao tho recult of long aiscussions. ‘I em dofendirg -a categorical. -r--~3.-
. . exprecsim, which conteins the direct indication of ihe factrthet cortain elemart s
' of double government -already existi .Some comredes had obiections- ia generzl, bte-
ceuse of very neerly the same recsons es the Saxon comrades,’ to the mention of dou-
- ble government. After some disputb, we ceme to the .zbove carezul formlation, £ach™,

. . one gamons us considered the dispute on the formulation as a principle-dispute, - - A
— Basically. we were in sgreement; and judgod. the effect oi’ one -or the other formola~-% ‘@
‘ tion fro:n 8. propegandistic point of-view, ; . e

L2

S Tho Saxon comredes ere right vhen they say thet ve hove bacorf-e u«ed to conzect ~ T "
" doudle government only with the period from Februsry to October 1917 in Pussia. - Im 7~ -~
~-reality, double government, or rether, elements of double governmeat (which is hard ~ ="
ly the. saze thing) cheracterize ell révolutionery and counter-revolutionery- peryodeir=iz
. or, more generaly speaking, all cpochs, in which the change of classes at the helm :==: -z
of power is being prepsred or cerried out. Yet, I cennot, in this instance, stop at-=1-=
~ this highly important quostion; a chepter of my "History of the Russian Revolution®~ ’
. - 1s devoted to it, It 18 to eprear at the beginning of April. I will only mention |
#- -  one thing here: in general; historic amalogies sre-justified only withia ceriain. . .
7 " confines. It is possible 2lso -to misuse .“;ermdc. end 3oznapartism, t00 =--no leéb
- then elements of double government, But outside of historic analogies,—it is not--v.-—=-—

._possible to--think politically. for zxanl:ind. cannot start its history anew eVery thn ploiaiins

oy T

e

— e The Sexon co:nr:.des admit l'1: et t. ;) proleterie.n stete a'opc.retus ia pemeated_ —_—
T _mith elements (pertly, members of the Perty) who ere driving in the direction of-+ - —: *
counter-revolutionsry dvertarow!, This is a literal quotation. . But in so fer as .".'. '
‘these elements permasts the state apparetus, they heve consequently «ome part-of - - - :-~1~-~~_~'
the state pover in their hands end push the state mechine,. to use en expression—.. - - =

_ Lenin, not tnere where-the proleteriat.needs it, but thers-where-it-is needed by -~ = - -

- bourgeoisie. . That means alco, that beside the apparstus of the proleterien power - ...

. there also exist elements of the power of a differeat class. Tre regime es e whole :
-7 4isplays thereby elementis of doublée government, But.tlhe cozm.,e.v»z'ew.'olut'lom:ries-m‘;—-»‘ww
not as yet possess suen an gppiratus -- the Sexon.comrades will rejoin.--2s. tr.e_—-;:-— -----
_revolution had during the Kereasitiade. Quite correct!: Precisely for- th‘»e repson’: . =TI

- . L e T

. ~we spoak -not o;‘ doudble government, -but of elements of c.ox.ble goverzzment i -----«,-: RS

e e Trhe disputo hoc, a8 .me see, ’a formel, almost terminologice.l choracter. The - -
== -Sgxon.comrades themselves consider the dizferencea of opihion in:the sermo ‘lignt‘r‘ SR
- They write: UFor this reason we hield a brozd discussion oa this subject to be super —
“fluous, - It 18 siznificent that attcmpts 2re constently made to*stir-up e disdussivs 2=
-.on this sub,jecn vkereas ell discussion zbout tie buraing Germar problexs is skin:-"": wE
iully a.voidcd. --Juite different aims thaon purely objective ones apveer to be et- tbe
. root of thig,® Completoly true! And the resson 48 fully clear. It 15 entirely » =
. .question of petty-divlomacy. Since the Sexon comrales have. exprassed t‘xe,..sclves'f‘-: B
egainst a certain formletich of the Russian Opna ition, Lendeu ropes-thereby 40..- 7 . .emme
, stir up in this manser artificiel differences of- opinion between- ourselves and- #x.e‘»
-.. Sexon orgenizetioa, And for-such things in the rain, Ccmrade Landau expends ‘his B
forces, his inventive powers, his whole attention. In this wey he forces us too

- %o waste time in unravelling knots, tied with forethought. %Woe be to the leeder '
wWho carries confusion into the heads of the woncers instesd of clearness!
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‘combatted such tricks! ‘Waat.the workers need is not flattery, Wit & correct policy: (

_ helping the Germon Oppositioa to isgue fqrth from tke crisis with the least aiffie"

" and more healthy forms of organizatio:i. } : -

~ wetion, Landeu cells -<>ideological strugsle. My proposal- to put a stop to these

-13-

Unfortunatelly.‘ dua to lack of spaece, I cennot dwell on tne’répé;rn‘u wau w.‘,&?L‘

"'e.ble flove of the vworkersh, waich forms the nexve of Cenrade Lendau's dcmagosy.

Then he Gefends als Augtrioa clients, who have committed wavorthy ections, be da- .. -_»;-'-‘ :
fenés Yworkers ggainst ciierges brougat by intellestuals®, TWhen he oitecks ths Soxen ;
orgenization, then becsuse fintellectuals® are rerding it. Tais flattery of the . . .

workers by tae intellectual Tiendau covers metacds which are ebsolutely alien and ° .- _°
hostile to the spirit of proleterion orgenization. How pitilessly Marx and Eageles. .

* @ith tho cubstance of the osks of the German Opposition, 1 hove perticularldy ..
pre-occupied myself in.my vrocavre, "ie Tarn in- the Comintera and tne Situstion in
Germany", In the proéess of tne preperation of a real conference, T will tey my oo
vest to further participate in the discussion of the prograzmatic, political. and . _ .
organizetional tasks of the Germcn Léfv Opposition and urgently call upes &ll the -
initieted conrades in the other nationel sections te do.likewises .__ . .~ I

.

At the present moment 1% is a question of averting an opantn_nist blo7 end of .

&-

culty and the smellest losses. . e - ST mm e e os =
' ]

m}gums Doeg the Tollowing Letter Pursue?

ae

Tae necessity of this letter arose, os has been sald, from the fact that all
the preceding attempts to convince Cozrade Londau by means of private correspondeace .
of the incorrectness of his marner of sction end of the destiructibility of ais meth-
ods went to naught, or more correctly expresscd, led to tke opposite result: Landau,
et the prosent time, is more gre-occupied with-work behind the scenes for the cres -
tion of an iaternstions)l faction of his ‘orm then with the reyolutionery tasis of the
Germen Opposition. Carried evey by thelogic of his own false position, Courade ... .-
Leondau hos- opened wp a cozpletely unheard of campaign of egitation, not only egainct
his opponents in Germany, ovt against the International Cppositiom as well, ead par °
%iculerly egainst the Secretarist whailch cerries on highly regponsible work, aguiTst__
the mejority of the French Cpposition end the Zussian Opposition. Under such ¢ix-( :
cunstences, no other elterrctive remains except that of referring the disputed gaes-
tioas for open discussion. Tial whica could not be achaieved in the indivicduzl wey
(by coaviction, cprrespondence). can, perzeps, e obiziacd in a collecctive may. The.
Germen, as well as the Internetionel Oprositicn, must, it seems to me, reject tae
methots of Courefe Lendau, c¢all him to order, poiat out wore correct psthods of werk.

One ‘of Lendauts most "dering® exploits is his decleretion thao t zm about to
liquidete his group with Wogministrative methods. Ee counterposes to tris on his
pert the demand for an open.ideological struggle. Azain we hLave imitetion, minicTy _ ..
ené the repetition of others’ views before us. -Eis.beniad-the-scenes mecainotions Ty~
expulsions znd destruction of orgenizstions and groups, without any principled moil @
organizational machinations and to honestly prepere e coxferenco e calls "mecaani-
col edministrative measures®, Does Lencau really believe, ia ell seriousness, thet -

-\

- he can coxvince people or. strengthea confidexce in tim by this sort of acrovetics?_ .

Needless to say,! en far from the thought that the Leizﬁzig organization must.
Ye regarded as exemplary (1% does not taink so itself, I hove), end I am hardly pre-

~ pared to.teke upon myself the responsibility for ell of Cozrate Telll's gctions. On

the coztrery, I have disagreed with hinm more than once, and have never concesled wy - -
opinion from hin, wien I thought that he committed mistekes. They expressed them- )
gelves mainly in.the fact thet in the course of his defense esi in outbresks of,
a grest part, Just indignation, Yell took: the path of Lendeu, seeing no otaer met

* - except tho split. The solution: "Dipulsion of Laxndau", is incorrect, dadgerous &ha -

hermful., Thae misfortune does not consist in tue fact that Lanéew uses-impermissivle -
methods, but rather in the fact that en irportant part of thre Opposition workers ™
tolerstes such methods, Tae tesic is precicely to convince thesc workers of -the . ..
1mppsaibility of co-ordinating Landau's regize with the rogime of e revolutlonary.
Co <3 < mmmm ~e we succeed in this, perhaps Lerdew, too~
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I, for ono, 1633 50 at least -- will Atmeelf learn cver ggzoin end re-arm, uo, and -
only co, tho cuestion stonds todey Yoldow, ZJow it will s*»*d te=Iorew -~ the noxt_dos

. uill 4$211,. fere ruch dowerde wnon tho conduct of dzu kimself, for we must.mob . . .

loave out of sight the fect that for the preservation of unity, good w&ll oa thse

. part of both oides 4s needed. On our part, this exists cempletsly. Comrade Laendaw « . -

has yot to prove it in fact, L -

L.oz8cra do not only ceach; thoy also learn., Tho Cornzn Worke r-Orpositionists

‘must erecto such con iditions, in which Coarzies Landzu and Tell ‘will march in coraran

harnoss. soplencating one anothcr.

Todther tho Samon organizction nor the Iendau groun renreac“t today independuns

currents, a“d even less so irreconcilgble onca. Zud the unprincinied organizatienal

struzgle can, i it 15 not disconticued in time, unnoticeably beeoma filled wita -
alion political content, Landau has, indced, alvezdy tusied himcelf with ertificial,

ideolozical justificatica ¢f his poliCJ, end, unnoticed to hiwmsel?, he has turnzd
his stirvgzle agadnst Toll into a struszle cgainst the Inter tion~1 Lzfte One doos
not have to bo a2 vrepict to foretell ¢hat in this menner uh Tovdon grouwp -- wi tnsut
theoretical Tezzaze, without revolutionary treditions, vit“ouu politicwl erxpericnce
-~ can oaly lexd in an iccueloss swamn. Ve, therefore, say to the Berlin le ders:

i
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Hold on, e3 lorz ag it 43 not vet $o5 dota! And we warn {be workers, wno are %
Lanion: You ~ro beinz led irto Ganzoncus rouisl

How to retwm to tho right path? That cannot hapren for the Germon conredes
vithout aetivo intesnotians) sid, The inevitadle mzasures rosult clearly froz the

situation that has been created.

Procticsl Pronocnls

(1) It 1s necccsory to put a stép to 21l revrisals, expulsions aLd removals in
conuaction with the fzctional st‘ayvle in the Cerman CDDO”ltlon. Insofar 2s it is a
question ¢f purely individenl cases, the questions must bs cremined on 1o acuest, vi»a
the partieipation of representatives of ths international Secretariat. .

(2) & opecizl Control Commicsion, a8 authoritotive £s posoidble, rast couov rase
with tho Intcrnational Jecreteriat inm exzmining tho czveal made by Y, s Cearzd
(Kzmburg, etc,) who nave alrecdy been ezpolled, and give its deci51on.

(3) Thao conferonce rust be prepared in edvanca in suck a conner, that the mode
of reproseatation will 2llew no ground for suspicions zad sccusations.

(4) In 211 cases where organizationel conflicts and objoctions ceme to the
fore, ca excmination must be referred to the International Svcrev‘izat in-co=czexra.
tion with escpecizlly trustworthy end unprejudiced comrades from othcr sections.-

~

.. (5) Tao SZorzunist? must onen its columns to the articles of both grovps for ..
discuscion,

(6) The thases and counter-thoses for the Gurm«n tati nul Conference rmust be
publiched in the Iatorzaticnal Iuvlletiz in severzl lan eges, not le*s thaa Jour

wecks boforo tho opening of the coaference.

IT those proposals or others in the cone spirit are accepted by the Interna-
tional Sceretoriat and the scetiens of the I¥aternatiomal Laf$, there remaine only .
one (ulstion to be calzed: are they cccepiable for the Londau grovn? Shis quashior
can bc esized oven now. “rcn the point of vicw of nol1u cal extecicncy, as well a3
£rem thso point of vick of demeeriic ecniralics, t pro osala cited coeve, aro
cc;plcucly beyond dicnuie, I o ore Iaternaticaa 1 ts, not ia words vut in deceds,

woe cennot rejoct the contiel of the Intecrnnticnel orgarization over. its national

‘sectiona., It is true, our Internsiicnnl o:ccnx 2tion 43 o3 yet e:trc:ely imnarlect,

Tut the notional sections do not storxd on 2 higher level. Lt eny rate, the Intoran-
ticaal Corrata-tian POSSenses more muthority. more exterienco. which 4s ia tais -




e
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ease porticulzrly importent, erd more importiality than the nat:onal leedorship,
Q _ which hos been transformed into the stafl of one of the two fignting factioens,
Cen the Berlia Ezecutive're;lect'the ald of the Internctional Opposition which
1 concerned with preserving the unity of the Gsiwan (pposition and to assure the .
& - convocation of a well-propared and conscientiously” organized sonferenco?
I belicve the Berlin Brecutlivs hes neither the right nor .the clhoico to refuce
- co-cperation which the Internetional Upzusition is ab all times obliged to give.
.  The Berlin Executive kas the floorl ‘ o
. : . - - Leo T:jotsk;f ) )
Prinkipo, Februery 17, 1931, . oL § P _
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