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/ | D0 _ATL ST CTIONS OF TEE INTTRUATSCN.L OFFQSTTION L R

O TIE CONVOC ION OF A COSFZRTNCE O? T=ES DUROPEAN SECTIONS. ~ "L -

. Dear Comrades: - S S ' _ N (
] The growth of our ranks, the strengthening of our'organlzations, the acher-
- ence of new national sections, place- new tasks before us. and impose new -obliga--

tions on us,

Up to now our work had an essentially critical and propaga“dist character.
'We have subjected and still subject to criticism the luckless experiences-in . ...—..... -
policy of the centrist bureaucrats and their direction of the C.I., Tnis espeect = - 7
of our activity should not.only be continued with_the sameé emphasis in the future.
but should be broadered-and deepened. At the same time the Left Opposition. should
participate more actively in strunwles of the proletariat, formmulating on each oc-
.casion its evaluation of the situat;on end the slogzns which flow.from it.. . L

.It i1g quite evident that this task requires a far closer international con-
solidation of the Opposition ranks. That is why the Internstional Secreteriat
considers the preparation fo ke worlid corference as cvne of its most important. . -
‘tasks. o : ’ .

. We consider the convocation of. the Zuropesan Conference as eépecially press-"
" ing. In the framework of the wecrid whole Europe represents noi oniy a gecgreshic - .
unit but also.an economic and political unit! Tt is unnecessery to recall that
on this fact is based the slegan of the Sevied United Statess It is precisely
, now that the probiem of EFurope as such is posed in a particularly acute form.
-b‘ . The ¥not of the problem is Gerzany, her destiny; her ultimate development. Recent
N elections in Ger,an have revealed with unvrecedented acuiteness that..the extremely: (
;vunstable_equilibrium of forces in German society ‘can develov in the next pericd
into the proietarian revoluticn or intc the fascist counter-revoluticn. Ia either
case, Europe - Zurope above all ~ will be drawn into the whirlpool of grezi events.
The International Opposition must work ocut a uniforn estimation of the situation
in Germany, in Burope, and in the entire world, cnd rafse for the different coun-
tries well co-ordinated slogans, flowing from a wniform general concention.

That is why we think indispensable the convocation of a prepar;tory "uropean .
Conference at the very beginning of next year. The ‘two or two and a .nalf remain- R K
ing months should be used for the most serious and minutest preparation for this
conference. . . | o ; . . oo . L]

The conference of our German section wzich is et present thzine place mill
certainly furnish us with the most 1mportanv materials for tie evaluation of the . ... «
political situation and the tasks of the Opposition., Tae preparcticn for the £

.conference of the Fremch Communist League will be made in tie same spirit. Its P
-resolutions will be communicated on time to all the sections. e taeses sent by, i
the editors of the 3ullctin of the Russian Opposi'zon cn "Tne Turn in the C.I. ;

and the Situatioz in Germauy" -should bYe considersd as & docuzent intended for dis- ' i

!

ERTL IR SR L

cussion in all the seciionc in their preporatory wori for the sonrersnca. we in-
tend to devote Nuzmber ? of tre Internatiorel Eullesin priacizelly to questions .. - ...
concerning the Zurcreon conleovence. We invite all the sections to send us imme- ~
diately docunments and materzal wiica clarify their pousitica and thelr work in the--- -~ - .
. domain of actual tasks, and or ile other Zand to Geclere their positions oa any :
- documents already sent and on thuse wh1cn they maJ send later our*"inb a=ex wZments,
counter-proposals and addititas, - L.
' . ]
. It is self-evident tnat we are corcerned wiia a con‘erence of o*geniza‘io:s
vhich stend on a comxon basis of principle, tested by experience in strizgle eal
international discussion. It would be absolute ronsense to return et tzis coz- .
ference to questions already eettled (one or two parties, tae ciasc character
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- of the U.S, 'S'R.,- the class content of 4he Chinese Revoh.tio’:, etc.), since the

1ine of demarcation inside the Opposition kas already been esteblished in these
fields. Only th2t which is acquired throuzh siruzsle is solid and duratle. T
task of the conference does not consist in &52in opening to question acguired
positions, but, on the contrary, in formulating elaa.rn ané precisely tae ideas
and methods common to us, and in malting of them the corner-stone of the Upwosi-
tion programme. In this marner the Xurcpean conference will mark a greav.step
forvard -- tke preparation for the most important task of the world confereace --
A PROGRAY CBLIGA:‘O’%I FOR ALL TE3 S:GTIO"S . .

“Tle .hope that cur init1ative\will meet with your apprOVal and’ your surport.
However, \':eta‘sk you to send us, as soon as possidble; your definite reply ona the

- gubject of the deairability and importance of the’ conference for Je.nuary. 19.>1
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* What constitutes the basis of the regime. in the U.S.S,R.?7, Let us recount

. the. essential elements: (a) the Soviet system as the state.ropmi (d) the dictator-
-.ship of the proletariat as tae class content of. tais swte forz; \..) the leading

role of the party, in whose hands all the tareais of ihe dicte .orsi.lp are 'n.,ed
(d) the economic content of the proletarian diciatorsZip: nationalization of the
land, the banks, the factories,.the transport system, ete., and the foreigz trace

’monopoly. (e) the military. support of the dictatorsnip: the '=e.. Art..y.

All these are closely comected. wit-. one e.nc ther ard the ehmina.mu of one

.of them may mean the collanse of the entire system. fre wezxest, chain in the

link at present is undouotedlv the party. tne cornea.-s tone of, the entire s_/stem.

Does the proletarien uicta*orsni’o still e.cist in the u. S S.- ? Yes, despite
everything, it still exists. In spite cf all the disattrcus policies, in spite

.0f 211 the vacillations in economy toward the right and toward tae left, the
. government continues. to cefend the naticnalization of thre [means ¢f production ard

the foreign trade monopoly. The tranmsition of power into the hands of “he bour-
geolsie can tare place only by means of a co*'me*‘-revolu.lonar/ insurrection. In
the meantime, the regeneration of the proletorian dictetorsaip is €Lill possible
by peaceful means. Tae .probability of a peaceful rezensration of tre dictator-

skip cannot be estimated in .‘.cv.,-.ce, a priori. IV is necessary to a*"“t the test

- of experience. Tae powers of the proletariat must manifest t:.e::.selv.es in aciion,

mst stand a living test, in struggle. Such a test can present itseld throusa a
gravth of the inneﬁ contradictions, as wel:. as through an astack f"om th..our.
L’blockade war). S . , " »

I.t has been said above thct the wea.:est line in the CQai‘i ‘is e.t present the

. party. Ve speaz of the party as party, i.e., as 2 f?‘ee selection or ize prole-

tarian venguard and as of an apparatus mersed in ore syste with the state. One

. could say with s certain azount of jJustice that thae party as parly does not

" exist at preﬂent. The essential functions of tke pariy, coilsciive elavoration

of views and decisions, Ires election of funciionaries anl control over taex --
all these have been aefinifely liguidated. Tuen we couslder the ravty as exclud-
ed from the Soviet system, ithen ‘ke whole systom must go bto pieces-in no .time.
Freed from the coatrol of ihs party, the trusts .vo\.".d dmmzdiately poss over to
the position of, first, state cositalist, then, private capitzlist eaterprises.

The conflicts between the trzde unions exd the trusts would very qumk’y tecnne

_troucsformed into class strugsles. Thne state would Decone an orgesn of the trusts

und the banks. The foreign trade-monopoly would be pierced through in several
places even before its sbolition. The Red Army would g5 tarougu a similar rro-
cess of evolution.. All this would prodbzbly be acco*pa,nied. by a wkole series of
~convusions and outbreaxs of pivil ‘War. .

s e e P . X
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Since the party as party does not exist, is not then the process of degenera-

‘¢4on described above and the decline of the regime inevitadle, end in the s:oriest
~"time at that? Tne fact is that in.this official Uparty" -- waich together with.

the youth-cabraceszmore than four million people, in.arder to confound than tolm
silence and obedience -- that in this enormous, scettered mass, held -togailer by

the bureaucratic apperatus, there are dispersed the elements of two pariies. ke

Bessedovslcys, tiié Zajurovs, the Agebelovs, show How from the officlal pariy thise (
© 4g emerging a party of the counter-revolution, the elerents. of waich exist &b S,

various steges of maturity. 4 syzaetrical process is takzing place on the opposite,

“on the proletarian pole of the party, above 2ll in form of the Left Oprosition.

The loose mass held together by the apparatus is beccaing differentiated in t70
directions. While the epparatus corries on its bitter siruszle against the Left
Ompocition, which hos been end remains its chic? eacay, it gives direcct support
to tho Taormidoricns. %10 quostion rocds: Who Thom? It will be irmediately do-
cided, not by the econcnic statistics of the cocialist end cepitalistic cconomic
tendencies, but by the relaticn of forces between the proletarian and Thermidorian-
flanks of the present so-called party. = .. | :
. : A : : DU i

The axis in the process of crystellization of the proletsrian elements of the
party is the Left Opposition. At present it is weak, in the sense that between
jts c#dres end the elements tendingz toward it the connections have ‘been broxen.
Tho struggle for the re-establisizent of these conhections, that is, the patient,
11legal work for the reconstitution of the Bolshevik Party, is the fundamental,
the most important ani the most urgent task of every Bolshevik,

' The first great test of events wili ghow thet the Stalinist bureaucracy has

" pno ‘social basis. It will be suspended.in the ajr betwéen the Thermidorian elements

and the Bolsheviks. The crystéllization of the-Left wing will tare place all the

. = more rapidly, the btetter jts cadres are prepared, the wiler its coxnections with

the working class become. Under similar conditions (interrational sitvation, in-
ternal conditicns) the fate of the proletarian Cictatorship will depend uron the
relation of forces between the proletarien and trne Thermidorian wings of tne pres(

“ent official party. The results cannot be foretold. XNow, we must §o everything

‘s

to soe that it turns out favoredly.

Let us, hovever, assume for a moment that the Thermidorian wing is victori-
ous. That will mean the liguidatioh of the proletarian dictatorship and a pre-
cipitant turn ebout-face for the couniry in tre direction of capitalism. Zven
in such & hypothetical case the work of tze Cpposition retairns its full force;
for it will defend the reritage of the revolutionary party., With the aid c?
the Soviet state one cannot create the party. With the aid of the revolutionary

'“.f@;ty one can, however, create a second Soviet state when the first has collepsed.

However, the tasks of the Opposition are not determined by the situation in
the U.S.S.R. aloza. The Ccmintern in its entirety has become a weagpon of tae
centrist bureaucrzcy, waich undermines ard destroys commurnism end Ty that alone
worsens the conditiocns in the U.S!S.R. The Cpposition has finally 'becomo an
international factor and from this perspective we must also regard the work in=-

side the U.S.S.R.

71

.

TED LETP OPPOSITION I GREZCE

The development of ths Communist movement and of the lLeft Opposition of
Greece has talken an extraordinery course. Tne Greece working-class never had any
‘social-democratic traditions vefore the war. It could be said that wy to 1517
the laboring masses of Greecce had passed through no socialist school of revolu-
tionary sentimeant. Only after the Qctober revolation @id the soil become favora-
ble for cless propeganda ezong the workers end poor peasants. A socialist Labor
Party was formed, which set itself at the head of the masses and animated by the
great inspiration of the Russian Opposition sought an issue out of the ruins enc
the misery in mass actions. ’

1
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;;-f,_¥;'-3ut the socialist Labor Party could not reflect exactly the aspirations of
' . the working class. It did not possess the ideological arm_indispensable for thst
-- Marxism -- nor the necessary cadres. The reveclutionzry unsurge of the masses

- - pakes this young party pass through a repid evolution tovard comrunism and joim,  —-—- ..

under the influence of a little nuc}eus. "Zomzunismos", tie Communist Interna-

" 'tioqa.l.- . e

F( . The change of name and the formal adherence to the C.I. do not, however, in
. the least change the confusing chrracter of the Labor Party. The absence of Marx-
. -4st traditions and of advanced cadres allors politicians of every shade to use the
. pew Communist Party for their ovn interests and to cause the party to go tarouch

. _'the most opportunistic experiences, very often to the direct adventage of differ- .. —

- ent dbourgeois cligques. . -
.~ This party, without eny solid working class base, followed blindly the Stalin-

.+, 48t faction in the C.I. and transferred its slogans faithfully on Greek soil. In
1927 en opposition begins to appear egainst the C.P. leadership. Little by little,
this opposition approaches in its criticism thet of the Left Opposition in other
countries. It gathers around the review SPARTAXOS ard attempts to influence the

" leadership and save the dobris of the party. Expelled by the ever more corrupted
gpparatus, the SPARTAXUS group lives 'in the meantime only on the more or less cor-
rect interpretaticns of the ideas of the Russian and the International Lef. Opposi~
tion. It does not succeef in organizing a solid nucleus in. the party, capable of
drawing the clas: organizsiions after is. : S e

But aside from the reactionary lezders, the open agents of the bourgeoisie,
no organization of a reformist or socialist character succeeded in lining up be-
bind it the Greek working class, which has in the meantime bacome much more-nu-er-

" ous and much more militant. The official C. P. has fallen completely into dise-
credit due to the only too well-imown absurdities of the "third period", and has
) , reduced its forces to a few hundred, of which a great number are functionaries of
{ the Stalinist apparatus. L .

... Who, then, is to undértave the heavy taskz of organizing the Greek proletariat
which in severrl years hes gremm from 80,000 to 50Q,0C0 workers? . Uncder the given
-conditions, it can be only the party, which in the light of Varxist-Leninist

. theory and practice will succeed in forming cadres of clear-sightcd 2nd conscicus
“o_ wWorkers. It is the organization of the "Archives of larxism" that these tasizs are
charged upon. . — - : - . ;

4 commnist tendency ruaning parallel to the official Comrunist Party has
_ been created in Greece 2nd has set itself the tasiz of supplezentirz and correcting
~the shortcomings and mistakes of the official party. Jlready in 1921 ke comrades
.. ¥ho h2d come to the party from the KOITUNISHOS group struscled heatedly for a— -
- Marxist upbringing of their cadres. Fought by the leadersiip, these ceémrades
“created the ARCEIVES CF IARXISL, in which they published for the f£irst time in
Greece the chief works of ifarx, Lenin and Trotsity, and the clzssics of socialism
in general. The politicians of the Greex C.P. -- a nalf-socisl democratic, half-
anarchistic party --"decided-to expel the comrades who founddthe ARCEIVES OF
KARXISX and since then a strugsle has been waged between the small aucleus of
revolutionary Marxists and the official party. L\ e
) The ARCEIVES OF IARXISY set itself as its primordial taskZ the propzgation of
the ideas of Marx and the Russian revolutionists.- “hey considered the question
of education as the preliminary condition for revolutionery action., Tnis position
. academically exaggerated) Forced them tc withéraw %o nerrow circles for the study
' of Marxism and to abandon for a.certain time trz labor covement %o ke politicians
of the official party. IR -

Up to 1925, the ARCIIVES OF VARXISY could group 2bout itself aiveznced woriers
from the industrial ceaters. TFrom 1925 te 1927 its urderground activity wss sevri-
‘ously daxraged by tre Pongales dictatorsaip. 3Sut the revolutionary educatioa ¢
the preceding years haé not been in vain Taking advantege of the few libderties

»
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antcd by the mew resima, the circles of the AICSIVES OF MARXISY reconstituted — o

thescelves ancv. They besaz to pudblish their review asain and decided to wnder- - - -
tcke a long labor of penetratica into the worzing class. After two years of 12« -~ - ~-
tepge ectivity, they .. gained a considerable influence in the trade unions,
cmong the unexzployed, the poor students, the refvgscs, etc....Their owmn organiza-
tion grew in proporiion to their influeace, despite the rigid forms and the severe
internal discipline izposed by the conditions o: illeghlity. - T

.. . [

‘

Yhat has been tho political evolutior of the ASCHIVES? Decrived of all
international connections, this young and unerperiernced movezment, under conditions -
favorable for the develot“ent o reforaisa cnd the different forzs of trade wiion-
ism, could easily fall into confusion with cne of these terndencies. 3ut neither
the history of the labor movemeat of Greece, nor the cbjective conditions created
by repacious capitelicm, CGreek and foreign, have left ‘any forms of intermedi-..: . "_
ary 1abor struszles between cecmunism ard the open treasexn of the reacticnary
lesders. The £LZCHIVZS OF CCEIZTISY, while rb:ainlug outsicée tne rarizs of the C.I., .
vwere inspired in 21l their actions by uhe idezs of the Russien revolution. Tze .
fact that they maintaired their indeperdence after 1S22-1923 has even been favora- ’

\ sy

ble to the icdeoleziecal develermant cf the ASCZIVZS CF MAZXISN in the sense that

they were made icmune to the intoxications of trne falsifiers of Lezinisa in the

Stalin faction.. ter 1923 tre ARTHIVIS OF LASXISU bezan to taize zn -interest in
the struzgle of the Left Opposition of the J...o.-. Trey studied irn their circles
the criticismz of .the ?ussign Cpposition toward ‘he German revolution of 1523, to-

vard the defeat. of the .Chinese revolut‘Oﬂ, tc sard the Anglo-Russian ¢emittee azd

all the questions concerning Soviet Russia, orproving of it unreservedly. They
translated inio Greek the workds of Comraie Protsigy and distriduted them among - -
wide circles of revolutionary worlters.. Tre assimilziion cf these ideas of the ’
International Left Cppositioca went hand in hond with tre penetraztion into toe

trade unions ard econcxzic st rnObles of the worzirng class.

Afte}'fhev had reached on important stege of develozment in the country. the ?
ARCAIVZS O LLAZKISY understooé tae- Genger ¢f trheir notional isolstion and in June.(
1930, they sent thexr hpplication to tke-Internaticnal o&.eau of the Left Opposi-_ ._
tion. .

- . [

. This unique develorzent of an isolated cnnositiqn'current vkich has throm
itself into the general flew of the Interzaticxl Left Orposition aroused the inter-
est of the Internatioral Surezu azd lately two of 'its representatives weat to '
Greece t: make a detailed irguiry into the situation and the perspectives of the

Jreek Le.t Oppesition. The results of the inguiry testify to the fact thst we en-
counter in Greece an altogether new pnenomenon in the Oznosition mcvement. 3Zeside ¢
the official perty, which has left only a fer feebls sraces of itc existence on -
the political life o’ {he CGreeir proletirint, there is. growing a Com=unist opposi-

tion movezment, orgarniized im every industrial cisy in the comtry =l in t?e coun= .
tryside, having & considerable izfluence in the trade vnion rovc*e“t. e . - T

.
IR XS

The organizations of the ARCEIVES 0F MAZXIS! have beeﬂ built ue in the man-"
ner of the old Russian socialist parties tho nad to work 1llegally. In broad )
study circles of elemsatary Meorxism, a selection is made at the end of several
rmonths of experience from-ameng the most devoted comrades. They pass over into. *
rore intimate circles and to tre study of rore sgrious vrodvlexs of Marxism and
are charged wita responsible worz. After this stage waich consists of z2bout 18 ..
months, they are admiited inio ‘ke units wrich comstituie tne base ‘of tne organi- ... .
zation,  TFor conspirative reasoss, we caarnct give zll the details of. their ‘organ= . L I
ization, but suffice it to say, in order ‘o get an idez of their- streusth. that:
after co careful a selection the aeﬂoersn‘p of tke ARCZIVIS CF ILARIIsY organiza-
tionc nucters more than 1,500 cemrades. Treir trale umicn influence exoraces
more than 20,000 mezbers. The trade union councils of the Coacrete Jorzers, the
Shoe, the ‘obacco uorzers. the Carpenters, the 3alters, and oiher draaczes of in-- -
dustry, as well as of the Pidblic Utilities, are controlled by tze comraies of tra
ARCHIVIS CF MiRXISH. '*e tr- <2 unicn papers, published by our comrzles, ere vez: -
by more than 7,000 worlkers. e leadership o‘ the organizotion of tae war veter-




r _/' . ) b . .- . ‘ ' ]
f . .influence of ow comrades. Here also our comrades pubdlish'a widely read peper.

. The .activities of the ARCEIVIS OF MARXISY among the unemployed have lately
.. @aroused the ire of the entire bourgeois press and tze savage reprisels of- tae
1f"'“:wpolice. - Tee demonsiration of the unemsloyed and their retition to iAtliens were
) ( directod by the ARCEIVZS OF MARXISM. The bourgeoisie, in its press, Well takes
' 'note of the danger which this organization represents azainst it. THe student
.. -demonstrations in 1929, vhich were eccorpanied 07 bloody battles with the police
"~ _‘and which were directed not only egainst the University authorities tut also
‘ egainst the bourgeois state (they were the taliz of the eatire Communist press of
. 77T the West in their time), were led by the student ‘fraction of tae ARCHIVIS OF -
T .. MARXISHM with the direct collaboration of the werkers of that organ}f?tion.‘ Anong
the poor refugees, also, our comredes display an intense activity ¥ — - -2 .

. - In all these spheres the influence of the officinl party 13 neglizidle, if
“7 'not”inezistent. To demonatrate their zeal to tho bureaucrats of Moscow, those of
_.Athens have tried to create a Trade Union Ceater, but the skeleton-lixe character
' of the wunions which they have grouped into this Center have made of it a fictive
' organization vhich exists only on paper. - . S

... _ “As in all other countries, but with even greater venam, because it is more
. ‘impotent, the C.P., of Greece has employed 7.ainst tie Oppesition the Stelinist
methods of "idesological struggle, violernce. In a leaflet issucd by the official
‘party orgenizetion of Cavalla (Greek Vacedonia) ‘it literally says, "Comrades, the
Archio-larxists ‘are polide agents “of tae worst sort. Show no moderaticn towards
them, Chase them out of the ‘factories. Smash then wherever. you find them. Reat

~_them up before the tobacco depots, etc..." Tais furious appeal to violence -wos-

“naturally followed up by actions. Two of our comrades were xilled by the orgaa-
ized bands of the party. '

=( . ‘The Archives organizetion did not delay with its reply. The .Oppositicn
o vorkers would not tolerste the Stalinist terror, waich keld free svay under the
approving eye of the pelice.  They have organized their self-defense cerps in tha
~ entire country, ané after some serious strugegles they have been able to izgose
silence on the small Stalinist sects The struzzle of the Archives against the
) officiel party and their calumnistors was rzade especially difficult by the fact °
+ |thet they did not possess a political parer of their own, in which io defend
. their political point of view in public and to refute the calumnies of their
.opponents. (The papers of which we have spoxen atove dear a strictly troie union
* _ character.) Ve must note thkat our comrades of the Archives for a long time cen-
sidered external political work, with a paper and all the forms of strugzle ¢f a
political party as premature. (In our opinion tais was wrong.). 0nly after.-they
T bad attained rcal influence in the country and among the working class did thiey
et gecide to publish a weekly, FALI TC DAZEEON, and e montlhly theoretical journal,
AVLOS, S '

‘This decision has led them to pose another question, which in Greece more
then in any other country is posed in all its amplitude: skould they work as g

-

. 'The national coxference of the ARCHIVES OIﬂMERXISK which was held in Athens
in October in the presence of two representatives cf the International Zurean dig-
cussed these questions widslv. The confercnce marks a decisive step in the devel-
oprment of the “Archio—xarxistﬁ wovement, wiich accérding to the decision of the
conference will nenceforth Lear tne name: Jolshevik-Leninist Organization of
Greece (Oppositien). - ' .

The most important decisiorsof this conference are sx;roSSQCIin‘fhé orinci-
ple resolution utnanimously adopted (end reprinted elsevkere iz this issue of the
Bulletin). ] o . A

- e - -y o= -

(1) Ve have fust teem infermed that our conrades kove distributed leaflets of

*
- cm———
< s ¢

e .'.‘
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- faction of the official party or must they seelk the road to a new perty? ~ e
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have said gbcvo, the conference in i1%s resclution mar¥s an impertant
volution of the ARCHIVIS OF MARYISY. The period of theoretical prepa- -
raticn ard’the consolidaticn of the cadres-is_::‘.;isl‘.eﬁ. A pericd of broad politi-
cal work is beginning. At the sems tize, a wide current of Q:sgerizations of .. _ .
golshevik-Leainists (opposition)" is replacing the Archiec-iarxists in Greece. ..

'As w6
step 10 tse e

Are they going to take on the character of a rew Ccorunist Party, whick will
supplant tre discredited Greek C.P,? The mecbership of these orgaaitations will i:'.(

the course of the next few montas decide. A% any rate, the Greex Upgositioa will, - . .

as the resolution says, "follow attentively the development of the Greex party and
will support it in all actlions capable of involving the laboring masses in a revo-

jutionary movemert". -

The experiences of the last few ycars in the strugzles of Creek Left Opposie - ..
tion and the important successes obtained show that it nhas token the correct read. - -
A clear and precise political lire will, with the aid of the Internaticnal Cpposi-
tion, help it create a Lealthy Cozmwiist current which will attract the best ele-
ments from the party and the new oprosition which ras ccme out from it (tze
SPARTAEOS group). As long as a fusion of this opposition organization with the
Arcnives does not take plece, a serious ané loyal discussion cust rark the rala-
tions Petween the Archives and Spartekos. A

Before all of the Left Oppositionists of Greece a task of great ixportance is
posed: the creation of a gezuine Cozmunis? Party, worthy of the teacaings of darx-.
and of Lenin, :

This party will be independent of the Stalinist apparatus and of the dureaw- ---- —
" erats of the official Greex C.P. This =will not, however, prevent it frem consider- -

ing 1tself as a section of the IIT Internatienal and Irem worzing hard to retuild —
{t, Tne excrple of the ARCHIVES CF MATXISY shews ihat the less Cependent a revolu-
tionery orgenization isu:C™ the Stalirist apraratus, the more nilitant and the

more devoted is it to -the €132 of the International of Lenin arnd of Trotsky. (

R E NN .

RTSOLUTION OF TE= NWADICHAL CONTTRTNCI OF 755 MACEZIC-MASXISTS

After a diS~uion of all the p2ints on the Agenda, after a reviev of past
activities and an estimation of the perspectives for pclitical ané trade union
ectivity, the National Conference of the group Archio-larxists has adopted the

following resolution unaaimouslys Lol e

e Archio-larxist movemarnt issued from the first revolutionary cadres ia -
Greece, waich were formed in 1919 around the Zomunismos groud and waich fougatb -
for- the entrece of the Socialist Lavor Pariy into the C.I. Afier its dissolution
in the renks of the new party, the rmemters of Zomminismos nad vo Iight zgainst the
confusiorist policies of tre leadership and the regizme instituled oy them. Up to
1923 they fought for the apvlication of the decisicas of the first World Congress- _..
es of tho C.I. and for the ideological trainins of the party cadres. ITor tals
purpose they created the journal, ARCAIVIS OF MARXISU., Zxpelled frem the party,.
celuzniated ard persecuted by its leaders, the group of the Archio-farxists con-
tinued to exert its influence vzon the party) gathering and educating the best | .
workers whom the false policies of the C.F.G. has repelled. T Sais ool

In the differences of opinion on the crisis in the 6.P.G., the U.S.S.R. and - .- .-
the C.I., the Archio-llarxists, with their poor means, in their pavlications,
courses and proprganda, taeir solidarity with the Left Opposition (Arzto-Tussian
ccrmittee, Chinese revolution, socialism in one country, party aad tiade vaicns).

After the influence of the Archie-Marxists had perzeated drozd circles of the
worzing class, tney increased their activities axnd bezan to participate 1z ¢k
proletarien strusgles and later on to lead thea. Despite the persecutions of the
ccverzzent and the volice. thev were adle to tuild up their secret organizations
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‘. azd to mapintain their cadres. . o o

: In spite of their bitter struggle against the Avchio-Marxists, in spite of the _

- ecalumies, the provocations and even murders (waich forced the Archio-Nasxists to

. organize their self-defense), tke C.P.G. didnot bucceed in holding the Avchio-Uzrz-
{st movement in check. On the contrary, it issued from this period stronger thcu

ﬁ'over. with a following of workers snd with solid cadres. mmm e

The conference recognizes that after this lorng preparatory period the Archio-

_f_ﬂhrxiat movement enters into a new stage of development, whick imposes uron it
- _great tasks in all the problems of the internatioral labor movemeat. :

- The considerable forces which it has won through long years of perseverant

-~ - can nevertheless g2in a new lease of life. due to the autnoriiy of the C.I.

struggle; the actual influence which it exercises among the most advanced and most
cless-conscious layers of the Creek working clzss, pose before the Archio-Marxzist
movement the inevitable task of adopting all the forms of. open political sirugsle
of the International Left Opposition and to taize the path of droad political worlz.

" The lohg years of serious ideological prepatstion of the Archio-Varxist cadra
in the sense of the criticism of the Russian Opposition and the principles of tae
International Opposition are a guarantee thet thé vasis of the open political ac~-
tivity, which tke Archio-lMarxists are going to conduct henceforth, will be thze
guidance of the ideas and the principles of the Interngtional Opposition alone,

The conference poses before all the members the- question concerning the form

that our political activity is to take on in the future. Should we follow the exe .

ample of the Left Opposition of the other countries and work as a faction of the
C.P. or shall we, considering the exceptional conditions in Greéce and tre favora-
ble relation of forces betwten C.P.G. and the Orzosition, ‘enter upon the road of a
Comxunist Party? - : ' e '

- The cénference calls the attention of all its members tb two obstacles which -
ere ralsed before our movcient on the road to the formation of a new party, the
importance of which we must.in no way overloqk nor under-estimate.

(8) The subjective obstacler Gince it-has worked for.ysarg in narrov educa-
~ tionnl cirolos, the Zrchio-l~rxigt movement 'doos -not’ possess all tho nocoge. -
ooy coperience of a Cermunist Party. - ) L

(b) Tho objective obstacle: fhe C.P.G., %hichrh$§¥in>the'paét'held‘ﬁrbad

sympathies, particularly during the war in the Near Dast and in tho period -

irmediately follcwing upon it, is at present passing throuzh a precess of
- unprecedented dscay. Eowever, althoush alrmost deprived of cadres, and ccme
Pletely discredited by its -Azconsistent, and adventurist volicy, the C.P.—

. @8 the official defender of the U.S.S.R. and the October yevolution.

“. 7. The conference calls upon the followers of the ARCAIVES OF MARXTISY to discuss

Cam an. oo

- this question seriously during the next few months before the funéamental features

. of our future political activity have been esicblished. . -

LI A §

For the preseﬁt the conference suggests, con:ideriég the obstacles indicated

~ and the objective corditioas, an intermediary form, at least as a beginning, be-

tveen on independent party and an opposition, wiich while plasing itself at the

.. 'head of the econcaic- and political struszles of the worklns cless will follew at-

tentivoly the develorment of the Greek Cezmunict Yorty a;i'will support all its
actions, vhich are capable of involving the laboring masses in-a revoluiionery
movement. In order to undertake a revolutionary political strugsle and ia orderv

to draw in large masses into the strugzle, the conference has decided ihe Tutlica~

- tion of a political paper under the direct conirol of tre leading orgaas of the

Opposition. Tais fFaver will bear tha name: Pali Ton Takseon (Ma Class Strugsglea).
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. ghe pever will, in the first place, carry on an energetic and unequivcbélf“"‘"“
struzgle ageinst the capitalist regime-and against all forms of political suppors

to it. L. ~ : oy . - S

a

The paper will give special attention to the trede urion movexzent, - to the- - - (
recl and effective defense of the Soviet state, to the revolution ry education ¢
the working class in the spirit of the first four congresses of the C,I. and of -
the ideas of the International Communist Left Cpposition, et

" The conference urderlines the fact thet our fruitful activity in the trade _
union movezent has helped the AICZIVIS OF MARNISY to orgenize a consideradble part .
of the workinz class into trade union qrzanizations. It cpposes -the demoralizing |
actions of the Greex C.P, Thich in virtue of tre slcsans of the "third period" ote.

tezpts to drag the worliers. into adventures end 4o create fictiticus trade.union 4
organizations wnich divide the.efforts of the revolutionary elements of the worle~ - . |
" ing class. R S R T - -
Howeger, the ccnference poges itself as an irmediate aim the preparation of :
-~ .. the grourd for the creation of a3y.independent trade umnion organization .correspond- :
- ing to the genuine needs of the .working class. e Coe S

The conference energetically roises its voice azainst the regire of "demo- f
. eratic" dictatorship of the Venezelos governz=ent ond expresses its, solidarity wita ...«
¢ll the victims of the repression, regardless of ‘tne:-tendency to w;ich tacy belorzs, - ‘

L ome éoifefénca‘aﬁjourns with heartfelt greatings f@“ihe'deéo:ﬁedf”i:prisonﬁd”
and exiled Russian Oppositionists -- @ith L. D. Trotsly’at’their head -- to the s
victirms of the savege reprissls of the Stalinist gpparatus, - B - ¢

. . ’
M LI .’
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-l e T 00 THT GOMMUNIST CRGANTZATION (BOL

SKEVIK-LENINISTS) OF GREECT ~ =~~~ |

‘Dear Comrades: | ' : I
| : .

- _Tne recent visit of two represéntatives of the Interrational Secretariat of
" the Left Opposition, the profound inquiry.ihey have rade cn *he situn-.foa of the-
Left Opposition in Greece ~nd the direct contacts they nave establicheld vetween

Y . " N < . .
) yourorganizstion and the irnternational cénter of the Left Ccrosition, sive ws on - ... o
_opportunity to eddress {o you.the followizz cbservations, waich we believe will___ ... -

 bring the necessary clarity into our re:ations and rrecision into the political -
-activity which you 2re about to urdertakrs.

(1) In the resolutjon adopted by your conference you qenilon the Communist .-
International. ~ Although your relations with the Cocmunist Intermationsl follod. = . .
froa yolir general position, they require nevertheless a more exact forrmuletion.

In no case are we ready to abardon to the Stelinists the banner of the C.I., its -~
traditions end its proletarien core. e are fighting for the regeneration of tae.- -
III International and not for the creation of a fcurth. It is in tnis vay. that s

ve define our role as an interrationzl faction. T-is does not, however, exclude. ...:.:
the possibility that 'in one country or ancther where the cfficial party ig ex=:"" - i
tremely weal that the Coposition will have to assuze, rartially or totally.-the.. . .-
functions of en independent political perty (leadership of the trade wnions and - .-
striles, organization of dezornstretions, nominstion of candidetes). -1t is-impos~ -. _

8ible for us to decide to waat degree such e siturtion is characteristic of -
Greece.but no.matter how you decide. this. question in Ins near future that will® .. "¢
not change the general line of the Left Cppositionl” Zven wnile actizz as a verty -
Jou rmust consicder yourself . as a secticn of.tze.III Interaational, rezerding tae — -

official Farty as a faction; axd proposing to it unity of action ia relaiion to
- the masses « A principlg doelaration on yovr part on this qugstion wowtld be ~-

o
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ruo illegal existence of your crganization dexmands no doudt & rigorous conepirative

fer=, great fereslght on the rart of your lecders im order to avoid superflucus ar-
[ g

ts and victims. 2ut trhe memders of your organization, and especially all its re-
’ciﬁgiblg oilitants, must rezecber when they.are arrested that they are in frent of
g;“tribunal of the fighters of their party a=d their class. It is perfectly per-
cicsidble to refuso in the course cf thg cross-exam:natio? to maxe cer}ain state~
conts, especielly in case these s}atczents can sorve Eo 1nc:1mi:§te tre eccucsed or-
other poersons. . dut it is altcsetaer'i:per:issxb}e bofore the tritunal to disavow
tha bezmner of tke porty or to misrezresent its aims ord 1t zathods through the
voiled idzolozy of tho bourzcoic state. Such motheds ean only in rare cases lead
tho prosccutors cxd tho julszes off the tracl, tub oa tko otker nand thoy usuzlly
niclead the worlors and undernire the revoluticnary zuthority of tre porty. For
revolutionists tze tribunal remcins ong of wany ridbunes. Ve have noted with sat-
isiaction that the ccarzdes responsible for.such incorrect conduct Yefore the tri-
bunsl kave beon expelled irom your orgonization, Ve believe it eltozsther ssoen-
ticl for you to lcad a public action or tkhis case, explaining the causes of the ex-

.'pulsions erd clarifyirg your principle position iz the question of the inguest and

.

tho tridunal,

Ve have permitted ourselves to make ﬁhcse'suggestions with the fira coavietica
that the experience of the International Secreteriet of the Left Cpposition will ba
of certain service to yaur yousg orgcnization- and will emrich your political zction,

Vith Cozxunist Greetings, . e
LY. TEE DTmuMIoNa sccisnmnan. | -
:.- -l. e s owaeassn . V .

O TrD OUZSTION OF CIrNTnLR A 3CILADARTISY

Ccoreda ell of the @
relz Conrrle Yeptrice Tor crro-~i- eimismaticns en tha auastion cof Srarmider, Vo vmihe

2ieh beley the reniv of Ce—=rdn wrouskve .

armen Onsositien ©as cherzed Sv the Corrman Cnoositicn to

fiConcerning the questicn of Thar=ider 2nd of Boncnartisnm, I will only speak
very bdriefly, for I have eiready e:pressed myscli several timzs on. the. necessity
rof developizng this theme in zn prticle. The denger irn this question, as well as
‘in cvery oiher historic jusstion, consists of the fact that we are tco a2pt to draw
-anclogies too formzlly, no matt-r hoy izportent and frujtiul they may ve, znd tazt
W3 are sont to reduce the conerete nrecess to ebstrecticns. Thermidor was a trams-
itory fora betwcen Jazobiniem end 3eacperticn, Woat wes really craracteristic of
tho iternidor wes the faet that tie goveramant was foirmally controlled by the men-
bers of the caze party. Tart of the Jscobirns, or quasi-Jacotins, destroyed the
othor part, the true Jacodirs, by ca enneal 4o opea civil war. 3onzrartics oizni-
fies thoa victory of tho burccuecratic-pilitery contzalist pover over 211 tho various
thodss of Jocobiniza., In the lonzunse of the class siruzsle, tais means the gradu~-
&l cbarge of pover froa the sans-culottes to the leisure class., g -

If we tako into consideration treoretically the possibility of a counter- -
revolutionary victory in the Soviet Uaion, that does rot mean that the latter must
talie on tho Torm of the Trench Tnernidor, It may skip this'sp;ge directly to
.Bonoparticn, or interzingle the two, Just as the Cctoter Ravolution interningled
tho end of the democratic revolution witn the bezinning ¢f "the socialist Tevolu- .
tion, Such g mixture of nistoric stzges correspords perfectly to the social devel-
erzont of Dussia end to its entire history. . ‘

’ »

© That %o rust tals into corsideration above £ll is the ir—eonse role of the
Pussicn Pooly or rather, ot precent, of i%s epreratus. Tith us tre porty is far
Lore civonced tham the State &zzparalus.  Ter exzzple, Ryxov, frea the roint of
view of the party, has been eatirely liguidated, but still Tezains the head of tiae
stato. Tuermidorisn clezents have materielized in the life of the perty: genuin
"Jecodirs® hava been replgeed by opportveists but —- ot

C——p
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lorgoly, that is in the selection of the epparatus accordinzg to a sinzle
~andant (stelin). Veekening of the character eand of the spine is a very import-

aot preperatory worx of Bongpartism. i

gbe counter-revolution has mot yet become victorious, the question is not yel
gottled, and that is the reason for our implaceble strugzle azainst the Korschicis
and the other howlers, One paysician says: the man is sick, .there is hope of cur-
{pg him; it is oy duty to do 2ll in my pewer to put him on his feet esain. Anotner
¢oys: no, he must dle, erd turns his back on the patient. What can-these two physi-

cians bhave in common?

Put vhen tho counter-revolution does come, will it take & Bonapartist, a Ther-
pidorian or e combined third fora? 1t is irpossitle to sz, but our duty concisis
in observing attentively the existing elements of the possible variants of counter=-
rovolution end thoir diclectic development. ' . )

Comrode Landou writes me that come courades have expresged tho opinion thet
tho proleterict is tho weclor cless in Russia. This question cannot be solved ner
oven corroctly pozed im cross cection. Vo must look at it dyaceicelly. Thcoreti-
cally spesling, it 1s nét '1235%5ible that a victorious counter-revolution will

rove that the Dussica workinz class hes becom2 so wepkered that it is no loager
chle to hold the pover in its own honds. Iut that-can only de done by open civil
war, Politically we rust mrevent this possibility by reinforcing the political

end oconcaic points of sugnori of tho prolesariat. 2Prere.is no economic or pollti-
cel scale by m2cxs of which we could daily weigh the relation of forces #nd in

this manner decide usoa a "zoint guotatica". The most important fact is toet tha
bourgooisie is ¢s yet for removed from victory, tut thet within the preseant regize
the germs of very irportant elecments of its victory are groving., : :

§o much for the present, on this question.™

THE IZTT 0PTOSINIO IN BUTLCARTA

The hoavy Cofoats of tha revolutionary moevezent have scattercd the best forces
of tho Cemzunist Darty in Tulzorie for yoars. Tne weolmesses e=d nis taizes of 190G,
tho covonturistic crirss of "1925 erd- the stupiditics of the Molotov-period in-the
Comintern resulted in Suwlgaric™in tXe cocpleté destruction of the rovolutionsry
mess movezent end the disceisllsément 6Ff the best representatives 'of this movement.
The Cozunist moverent of Tulgaria i{§'at presefit very weaik and has no influexcz.at
all upon tke political cnd sceizl life of the-country: e slozang of the Zolarovs
snd the Demidovs are followed only by a emall sect in Sofia, which cannot, will

not, exercise its ‘influcdce upon the proleieriat and the peasantry: . _
. R .- e N .

" o old militants of the C.P.B. ---ihose who have been spared by the white
terror -- have loag cgo left the movement. fhe entire policy end tactic of the
Coaintern in Bulgariz was albtcgether too wn-llarzist and too counter-revolutionary

~ for these fighters, who went through the school of Raltovsky and the Russign revo-

lutionists, to swzllow in silence the incoaerent and stupid policy of the Conin-

" tern. The luckless experiences of tha Cemintern in Bulgeria were more than suifi-

cient for those comrades to draw the balance sheet and to sharply criticize tae
activities of the Conintern after Lenin's deofh. But they lacked the experiences
of the Cozzunist parties of the other countries. : S '

Aftor gropinz about for a lonz tirmz, hindered by the strict faselst censor-
chip, tho ccarcles diccoverod that a ulletin of the Russicn Cpposition and Ozro-
sition nublicationg cxist in Jrerce. Tacy find in these tnoe confirmation of iheir

_onclysis concerning tne mistries of the Comintern. fUheir agreement with tae views

on tho situstion in the U.S.5.2. end in the entire world brougnt trem nearer to
the international conter of the Left Opposition.
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hedOin this issue of the Bulletin, our Eomrades decided to organize them- -~ ~—

blis
is ¥ d to declare taeir adherence to the International Bureau of

cclves into a group é&n
tho Left Oppos;tion.

¢ young Bulgarian Opposition has already issued a manifesto to the Bulgarian
Co==nunists in the form of a pemphlet, in waich they subait the Comintern policy iw
pulgoria since 1923 to merciless criticism. Txe serious and profsund analysis of
this manifesto téstifies to a firm Marxist schooling. Despite its local character,
jt has an international irportence, for the iragedy of the Bulgerian Commmunis?t
party, equal to that of the German Party in'1923, is at the same time the tragedy

of the Comintern.

" fnis manifesto as well as the basic ideas of the Internmational Opposition form
the fundament of the Bulgarian Opposition, Its comstitnont meeting, wnich took::
lace in the presence of a representative of the Internationel Secretariat, has.. —
sdopted a basic resolution, which serves as the basis of their organization,
npsvobodiennie?. In this resolution, our comrades greet especially the two leaders
of the International Opposition, Trotsky and Rakovsky, whose teachings have remained *
dear to all Bulgarien Communists. :

The young organization, nQsvobodiennie”, is still weak. Yevertneless its
monifesto is being read end has aroused a lively discussion ez:ong the workers and

peasants in Sofia end in the provinces.

_ Especizlly in tre, prisons, among the most advenced militentis, the panifesto. ... -
hea received a good reception. _ ' .

%o doudbt, the expelled militents or those who have left tne 1llegal party end
havo rogarded tho stupid policies of the Labor Perty of Bulgerie with suspicion,
vill join the Left group, "Osvobodienn{e™. (

Ouwr cormrades intend 46 Yound more MOsvobodiennie® groups in the provinces 1n
the near future. Fevorable ‘conditions exist for our work there. :

- EEEE R EEREN

‘Resolution of the "Osvébodienie! Growp=—= - ~——= - - =77 c e

fhe vodersigned former membérs of the C.P.B. (legalléia illegal) considering
oA Octover 19, 1930: - ‘ . S L - R

(1) The manifesto issued by a group of -comrades, in which the revolutionary. o
1sbor movezcnt, of fulgaria since June 9, 1923 -- the day of the bourgeois ccup-d!

stot -- up to the prcsent doy, has boon cveluated end which erds wita en azpazl-to ‘
cleco tho rona on tha basis of Merxicn with the cinm of "idoolozical clarification . - -
end the "rebirth of the organization" of the proletariat end the movement wnich has
follen into complote decay becsuse of the great tacticel mistazes, despite the fav- ¢

L]

orable objective conditions for proletarian struggle. - - - - - - i

(2) In view of the fatal weaimess .of the 3»lgarien labor movement, & reflec-
tion of the general decline of the international labor movement since 1923, waich R
{8 due to tre adventurist tactics of the leading grcup of the Ccemiatern, which has
gig-zozzed from right to left and back again and whica has led the proletariat frem
one defort to enother as, for instance, in Germazy, in Bulgeria, ia Chirna end eiso-
hore., Ths Stelinist lecdership wes incepable of applying correct tactics to te
now conditions of struzzle and to link up the proletarian vengusrd with broad lsy-
ers of tho working class by meens of the tactic of the united front.

(3) The Stelinist mistskes heve led to the faczous policies of tne Mthird
period®, which called the situation imrediately revelutionary and threw tze working
elros into zdventures, without teling into account objective conditions and the
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‘sgme time supportinz all correct actions-of the 3ulgerian lLabor Party,
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"~ (4) In view of the fect thet the policies of ‘the third period have found thsir
oxpression in the field of organization in the bureaucratization of the Cemintern
apparatus and of 21l its sections, in the disappesrance of =il eriticism and demo-
cratic centralism, which has made impossible control by masses,

Decide:
(1) To endorse fully the ideas expressed in this manifesio.
", * (2) To constitute ourselves as a centralized Marxist workers! grous, “0suobe

dienie”, which will talkte az its basis the menifesto of the Invernational Jeft Covo-
sition and will consider it its duty to propagate these views in the country at the

(3) To greet allffhe victims of bourgeois.réﬁreésion'in'Bulgeriaiard other -

" countries, who pati¢atly endure in théir resdiness to sacrifice for the proletericn
. ca}lse . .

(4) To send our warmest fighting salutetions to the btrave comrades of the
Bolshevik-Leninist Cpposition in Russia, who under the leadership of wuo rmasters,
Trotsky and Rakovslky, are otstinately strugzling cgeinst the crimes of Stalinism
and for the recuparation of the revolutionery international movement.

The resolution is signed by the members of the "Osvobddienie" group.

I9E LTr? 0¥20SIRION I HUIG RY
Ths Left Opposition in Eungaryvdcnsists of an organization of young workers.
%ho orgenization has lately declared its adherence to the International Bureau.

Our young comrades are publishing a vaper which defends the interests of the
vorkers and especielly of the youns Funzarisn workers. Due to the fascist dictator-
ship, our comrades cannot give the raper an openly Commmunist and Opposition charac-
ter. lNoreover, our comrades. are cut off from the life of the Iaternstional Coposi=-
tion. ‘Tnemployrent, which has hit most of then, the difficuliy of abtaining even
the most elementary literature of the Left Opposition, ths difficuliy of setting
Anternational coannections, all these are the reasons wny our comrcdes are Fforced %o
forczo the indispensaoble education ir the lire of the idezs and methods of the Lefd
Opposition. Tney, therefore, see in tha Commnist Perty only the Yureaicrats who

- calumniate them in'tKeir vress end disregard the werkers crganized in the party.

o
Tne close connections which have lately been established betwsen the International

Seereteriat and the organization of the young nudepest Oppositionisia, has permitted

us to make clear to them the question of our relations to tns party, =2s well er
other political and tactical questions. .

To faciliate the educztion of the members of the Hunserian Opposition, a theo-
retical and information bulletin will soon eppear in the Eungarien language., This
bulletin will also serve.as a basis of contacts w7ith the Opposition living in emi-
gretion, scattered im the citles of Zurope and America. . -

The organization of the Youth Opposition has been in existence for over two
yoars. 1In the field of orzaznization and revolutionsry propsgenda among the young
vorkors it has many successes o its credit. But their means of propeganda are rs
Yot too weak to inflvence adult workzers., There exist besidas, in Eunzery, Qiffcy-
ont worling class orzanizations who sre more or less symprthetic to the Oprositiacn.
Tae ideolezical clarificetion and the consolidation of tais Opposition is a tasi
that has yet to be corried out. .
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_¢sonal, which is becoming wore and more critical (its id
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A 11203SSARY WARITNG

o situation of the Stalin fraction in the J.5.5.2. end the Communist Interna-
eological Tzse is cozpletely

undermined and is shomm to be so more clearly ezcr dcy) and tae indubitadle succass

€S of . ; A .
of ‘a8 continnal saarpening of treir struzzle against us. Tais strucgle ‘takes on ‘
i fol -

will taxe on difrerent Toras, wiich can de redaced to three principel kinds, as
108 (2) physical repression; (v} siender; aud (c) provocation.

Physical revression leods in the U.S.S.R. to legal assassinations of Solsnavii-
feninists {3luzizin, Silov, Pabinovitch) by tae G.F.U., that is to say, by the Jgabe-
xovs, or tne Yagodas, wno differ not a whit frea tne Agabekovs. Ia Chira ené
Greece, the assassinations are perpetrated in evtush. In +he other countrias they
have not yet gone to the point of marder -- tney content themselves in tae meaatime

with raids and beatings (as for examupls, at Leipziz).. s L

Slender in its turn tckes @ifferent forms, vreserving invariably its character
of cowardice. Thus Blucher, by the order of Stalin, spoke of tvo "Yrotskyist! de=~
gserters from the Red Army in the Far Fast. Tie Soviet jourzals have talled avoul
saboteze on- thé railroais vy NprotsiyiTiskendnthe preparaticn of.railnesi dlsalagra,
by them. News stories of tnis kirnd, fabricated under tre immediate Girection of
Stalin (in this decmain ne is particularly skillful) are systematically flung into
circulation. Their aim is precise: to prepare new Yblooly repriscls against the
blareless revolutionists who refuse to Yetray the October Revolutiom.

In Europe this slencer.takes on a more circumspect and vegue character: Tcoun-
ter-revolutionary", "egainst the defense of tre U.S.5.R.", "support of tke social
democracy", etc. DIividing, poisoning and weekening ihe proleterian vanguard, the
Stalinists exsrt themselves to preveat a conciliation between tae Left Cgposition
and the proletarian base of the party, because this cenciliation, waich is indis-
pensable to the success of Corminism, would sirike a powerful blow at the Stelinist
apparatus. BRere again is confirmed ‘the fact irat the 3talin regime has become the
principal obstacle in’the developnent of tne U.S.§.R. ard the c.1.

The third form of the struggle -- provocestion -- is considoredly facilitated by
tho fact that it tekes place gmong memdars of Wiz saze party. Tne G.P.U. floods ths
Opposition units, groups, solonies of daperiess, ets., with {ts agents, who aiter-
wards repent or incite others {0 rep=nv. These sorne G.2.7. agents, who imrute tc

the Oyposition iTarzel officers®, resl or yrqtenced, deserters, railroad disasters
- are thereby rremaring dloodyr azgressions.

It is certzin that in nroportioan to the growih of the International Oprositiocz
the methods of provocation are.spplied more and more widely ascinst the other na-

‘tiord sestions. Tere cvens a vast fiell of danger. Stelin has already snowa tiot

in the struzele azainst ihe Ief{ Oppocition e will sicp at rothing -- now 2vel av

e bdloc Witk tne diplomats ard the Lonrgeois pclice. The conditions of Trotegy's
expulsion alone tell 21l. The agrecren?y of Stzlin and Thalmonmn wita ths social-
demeccratic- gov ertent on tae sutjeci of tne interdiction of Trotslgrts entrance into
Gernany; ths conference of (echin with 3essedcovely and Devgalevsiy o2 tre’ sdnasub-""
ject; Stalinls tloc with the Gurman editor of Yerensky'!s calumnious toolk; thes scea-
dalous character of tae expulsion of our friend, Aulres Kin, the leader of thc Spen-
igh Cor—unists, into reactionary Estnonia -- all zre dbut a small part of the many
exploits of this sort, -

The Italian Stalinists pudblish in the press the conspirative nazes of tae Orgo-
sitionists, thns exposing them to the ettaciks of “he police. Useless to -, the
Agabekovs, who swarm witiain the orgaus of tae G.2.U., raised for the strcgic
ezainst the Belshevik-Ieninists, are quite capedle of betraying tr2 Copostbronists
into the han?s of <he cepitalist police: no chustisezent in eny feshics ty Stvlin
threatens them for that. o . . .

The Opposition is thus exposed more and more %o the siruliansous and soretizes

16 Commnist Left Onrosition are forcing the ¢talirists forward onlo the-road (7]

.
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catted dlovs of Stalin's egents and the bourgeois police, and often it i3 aot easy
) to distinguish froo which the dlow comes. For example, quite lately, two agents
" rovocateurs tried to penetrate the central organ of the Opposition, under trhe nasi

ﬁ{ oppositionistis, and it is difficult to decids in regard to.each one, whether e

"{s in the pay of the Polish Okhrana, the Fverch police, or Stalin's sgency. Simi-

lar cases are certain to multiply. -

. Our leipzig comrades showed Temarkable discretion when they refused to give to
the social-democratic police, coming at the dezand of neighbors, the names of tzose
vho carried cut the attack on the house of Comrade 3uchner.- We expect judzgment on
the crimes of the Stalin agents, not from the social-democratic police, bui from
Cozmunist workers. 3ut it is altczether evidont thet, if 2zsressions and cases of.

' provocation become more freouent, they will, by the inevitrble logic of the strug-

le, and independent of our will, become public property, nov to spealk of the pos-
sibility that a new Agebekov, passing into the capitalisi camp, may recount in tae
press the Stalinist plots zgainst tne Opposition, as Bescedovsiy recounted his ne-
gotiations with Cachin, It is unnecessary to point out what demago is done in tihe -
end to the interests of the U.5.5.R. and the prestige of the C.I. by the poison

" that activities of this sort introduce into the working clasa movement.

slander, end provocation?

Yhat ousat to be.the attitude of the Opposition before the facts of repressica,

1, Ve chould be guided in our policy, not by a dlind sentiment of vengeanca..
towaerd the Stalir agency, but by a political erd: to cozpromise criminal methods:
and the authors of them in the cyss of the Commmunist workers..

2. We should cerefully aQoid 2ll steps which could, even by the direct will of
the Stalinists, intrcduée, directly or indirectly, prejudice ageinst the U.S.5.R.
or tho C.J. 3ut we should not for a single instant identify either the U.S.S5.R. or

tho C.I. with the Stalin fraction.

3. Thile we do everyihing in our pover to prevent the Stalinist ztrocitles
from being uscd by the class enemy against the proletarian revolution, it is indis-
penscble, nevertheless, to cozzunicate to the Comunist ranks, by word of moutk, by
circulsr letters, cnd by meens of interpolations in party wmeetings, all the facts
of cogression, slender, and provocetion tkat have been ascertained.

4, After ecch rew case capable of avwekening the revolutionery conscience of
the Commuanist worzers, it is indispensable to explain, always anew, and to repeet,
that the Left Cozwunist Opposition wishes only an open ard Iriendly iceolegical -

. struggle in the interest of the prolétarian revolution, and that the Opsosition

tirelessly calls upon the pariy members to establish methods ol honest ideological

" gtruggle, without which ths education of true revolutionists is izpossidle.

5. During the elections of delegatos to conferences, merbers of local and cen-
trel orgens of the Opposition, editors, ete., the past of cendidates must carsfully
be probed to prevent the admission of agents provocateurs. One of the best forms

“of control is inquiry among workers who have been in prolonged contact with the

given person. \

6. In cases where Opposition organizations learn of new acts-of aggression or
provocation prepared by the Stalin agency, it will be necessary to warn, ia writing,
the directing organs of the official Cozrunist party, telling them that we hurl
back responsibility for the crimes that cre being prepared, before tae Cozunist
workers, upon the directors themselves.

7. A1) caces of tha charpcter mentioned ebove rust be irmediately cemmunicesnd
to the International Secerotariat, with excet inform:tion of the circumstences, the
ncmos of the participants, etc. Taat will permit us to maze a campaisn on an inter-
national scale. .

-We do net at @11 Joubt -- gnd pll the past exverience of the revoluticnery
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: AB0UT THE "“nAFT FF)”CQAL' 0F &%

itoelf, end cen only serve as a sircnginening of the po«itions of the - - - -

THE INTEZRVATICIAL SZCRETARIAT 07 TR LEFY OPFOSIDICN . - -

Since the Sino-Russisn conflict the Bgléian Le2t Opposit tica kas been spait in-

- 40 tvo.parts.. Despite-the irterverkion cf forejanﬂ*gn:n~g§‘_‘pq_09n45~tio“ reraing

divided. The time has come to turr tre cticntion of the Internaticnal Cpncattion
to the internal conflict’ in tae Belgian Cpocsition, which has caused tae uolxapse
of one of its secti ons and parvicularly of its Sruesels secticn, . - SOESURRE

" What are the reasons that have forced the Federation of Charleroi to split
avay from, the center from time to time during ths Sino-Russian-conflict and trot
force them even today "to pose the questio“ of the lealersnip, "hoever they «ay
bYe, who want to withhold thoir actions openly or secreily Zrom tae control of ¢
workers and from the leadershin of the Internatiozal Cp,osition" in a particdlcrm"
acute manner (Lo Communiste, July 20, 1930)7 . R

Thet originelly geve impulse to this strucgle was undoubtedly thoe hostile ané
un-Communist yositicn of the lecders of iie Brissels Federntlon in the quesilor of
the East-Chinese Rallrcad. This guesiios served zs 2 touchstone fer the entire
Opposition. It was the baptism of the Ixternational Opposition, which was then
taking the firs® sieps in tle directiorn of an international o: fanzzation and many:
go-called oppositionists could not siand thie test (Urtanns ia Sermany, Paz in ’
France). In Relgiurm, Comrades W. van Cveratraten i Eernrnaut, wao were directing

ey

the work of tre Zrussels Federation and nublishing the vaper, Le Comuuniste, took

a position coring very close to that of Urbahns end of Paz. Still we nurtured the.
Tope thot under tae effectiive control of the worxer-mexzders, and in close co-opera-

. tion with the Cherleroi Fedareticn, the leacers oi tne 3elgian Cpposition would .

adopt the views of the Inteznaticﬁql Left Oppositicn in the question of the de¢ense
of the Soviet Union and ia otne* important questions. The Charleroi comrades de-
‘fended these views clearly and wneguivocally. fhe subsequent levelopment of the
‘Belgion Opposition end particularly of the Drussols Tedereiion has vroved, herevar,
that the mistaxes of W. van (verstoee’en and Esnraut in the Sino-Russian coxflict
were not acclaentasl., 'ma "rafe Fremosal Concerning the Orientation of the Comiv-
nist Oprositicen® of the Txécitive USTuissicn has ot only persisted-in-the foruar -~
mistekes, but has even heavei up new errors relating to olmost all the pro*le as of
the International Left Gprosition. -

It is therefore irmportant to exanine taorou°11y this "Draft Proposal®, in order

to understend wherein the roint of view of the preseat lealership of the Brussels
‘Federation differs from thal of the Internationcl Lefd Opposition. - -~ -

A Strenge Cozncention of tre Fichory of the Ucemintern~ - -

A general remaric concerning thae spirit and the form of ¢ailc "Draft" is indis-
pensatle,  The author nes ohvicusly talen pains to avoild a.v ng the mEAUsEr pt $a

" trite cherecier we f4ind in the resorts of the C.P. and the Comintera, in whlch wo

. are offereo. a’melan e of figwes 2t econcmic fa cta, frem vhich tae iesired poiiti-
P

cel coaclusions ere drama. 3ut in deing this, trhe eathor has follen irto the uppo--
site ex,rem-.‘n Nis desire to avoil the S-2 inlst distertioasod toe Urrxist :c‘nods

he discards the latier completely Irca nis 7ork, all tze polisicnl evaiuztions of
the "Draft® and parvieularly the conceptinn of the Conintern nistory rre lQ“JllSth

and entirely devoid of llarxiar d'alect*cs.

Tor the euthor of the "Drafif the greatest'nis ortune for thes Lo iﬁtcrn son-
sists in the fact thet it "was led from the first oy Zimoviev, tre notoricus wesk-
ling of the October r¢Vo!vtlonﬂ He i not attacked for hig political line but
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for Phavirsg irploated into the Comintorn the courtesan system", #secret diplemacy!
ond *bis extraordizary intrizues®. TFor the author of the MDraft" the personcl nise
takos of Zinoviev are of such significamce thot Le even decleres: "This is of ut-
rost importance for the history of the Comintern.® Subjective interpretaticns of
‘tnis sort are not only tke oxplanation of the bureavcratization cnd disintaezraticen
of the Comintern apparatus (waica is only partially correct), out such subjective
end simplistic argunents are elso used to explain causes for such important evants
as, for instance, the defeat of the October Revolution in Germsay in 1923, 9%e
false policy of the Comintern and the C.P.G., the criminal Tepetition of the weok-
nesses of tke Russien October Revolution of 1917, %the crisis of the revoluiioncyy
- lezdership on the eve of the armed uprisizg® (L. Trotsky, et the III Congress of
tho Comintern), the objective situetion in Cerrany which was rive for revolution
and the lezderchip of the C.P.G. and the Cominzern Thich érazged behind evenis --
all thie is cozpletely ignored by tne author cf he "orafth. He is constazntly con-
cornod abo~o overytanirz elee witha the professional ouibidding", with Ybureavcresi:
goal” and.tko Yintrigusgh ---in.short, with the devil that dwells in Zineviev. A~d
to 0l1 those misfortunes ho ascrides “for the greatect part, the catastropie of the

@Gorman Octobor Revolution of 19234,

Vo could cito similar points in the "Draft" from the beginning to the end to
ohow how ptranze the objoctive mathod of dioloctie larxiem reelly ic to its ruther.
In vain do we lock for a trace of Op»03ition ideas as expressed recently ty Cemrade
Trotsly erd cur Osposition cexmrcdos of Frence, Cermony cnd Azerica in their worls.
The attempt to liberate themselves frem 2ll external ideolesical guidznco heos led
the lcaders of the Brussels Federation into an isolation and into a so-called ideo-
logical indevendsnce which has only eszravated that which we called the orizinal
nistaks of tre Brussels comrades ond has only 2dded further nmistakes. Later on we
tholl coe that our Caarleroi comraies were conpletely correct when thoy said in
their-rosolution that ihe coirit of nationsl independence of the groups in rezard
to the control (which is icdentical with: executing cczmands without any discussion
of .the Internatiozal Cpposition leaderchip representa‘a very serious danger',
Thio danger: has become manifest i all the activities of the Brussels leadership.

Tne_Four Princizal Svostiens Coon

‘ £ho "Draft Propocal® poses fbu: principal questions which should help tho
Intornational Oppocition recomstruct the Cozmzunist movement. The questions ares

(1) The present situstion in the U.S.S.R. _
(2) The relations between the Soviet Ctaie and the Comrmunist Party of Russia.

(3) Tne relations between the C.F.h. erd the Comintern.
(4) The position of the Opposition in regerd to the Comintern.

...._ First of all, we must state that the defirition of these forincipal questions”
-ds very unclear and in.no way in harmony with tae nistoric epoch in which ‘the Left™
Opposition finds itself tocay. : . '

Questions 2 end 3, as they are posed in the "Draft", are bound to cause goeat
confusion among the workers. fhs relations bet7een the Soviet State and the C.E.3.
88 well as between the C.F.R. 2nd tnd Comintern sre laid down in the Soviet Consti-
tution and in the statutes of the Party and the Comintern.

The Left Opposition does not in any case doutt the necessity of the established
relationships, but, on the contrary, fights with redoudled watchfulness for the main-
tonance of the cloge relations between the State, the Party and the Cecaintern.

) It 18 the Mensheviks ond the Russian Liberals vho cozvert these questions into
Utrensitional slogans" amd spear of "Soviels withcut Comzunists", "Jo subordinatina
of the State to the Cc—unist Party", "Don't squonder Zussign money on this werld
revolution", etc., in treir counter-revolutionary propsganda. These quessions can-
not be solved differently. As they have been forrulated in the WDraft Propoezlt
thoy can be construed only &s an attezpt to.revise the principle of the proletarisn
dictatorohip itself, which the vanguard of the proletariat, the Cemuniss Party,
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“tions is far more imzportznt end deserves our full attention,.

" the dastarcdly system oi repression against the Left Oppositionists, asainst tae
. officious bureaucrats, to branlmark tne tools of Stolin, is one ol the less izpori~

spcises in Russia. We grart the fact that the author of the "Drzftt aprlies an
'f;ifegy differentimeaning bo these questions-~~ he spezks .of the bureaucratization
;; the State apraratus, vhich influences in a reactionary sense the Party arnd the

caintern apparatus. But in- that case, we must pose ths questicx ef the rezive ia

the Stote epparatus, in the Party end ia the entire Comintera, without forgetiing S
the most essentiel point: the political line which must be pursued in these izmsii- (' ;
tutions. Every other method of formulating these questions produces an ambiguily:
that is very dangerous for the Cpposition movement. : - e

TYLelTTI L

As to the other two cuestions (1 and 4) we shall not attack the author feor the — -
form in waich he has put them. The solution which.the "Draft" brings in. these ques-

fhe Situation in the U.S.S.R.

S mem e h et -

Of all the paragraphs in the "Draft®, the one which deals with "tae situatios .
4n the U.5.5.R." is the most intellizidle end the least unclear. Nevertheless, i
psychological aspect, ths internal political regime and finally "the obstinacy and
the dogmatic ince 2bility of Stalin® cre particularly stressed.

-

It would be worthwhile to recall here the letter which Comrade Trotsxy w#rote
irmediately after ais arrival in Constantircple fConcerning tae differeni g.oupliags ;
in the Communist Opposition". He says there that "the ruling regize in the rurty
does not pessess any independent significance, no value in itself". "Mie factor
depenids uwoon the policy of the party. The most contrary elements ruritwre symowihies |
for the stiuzsle azainst the Strlinist bureaucracy.® To declare one's hatred for:

-

ant tasks of the Oppositioz,

 Vnat is demended of a Left Ocvositionist is a serious exazin tion of the class. (
relationships in the U.S.S.2., a clear znderstanding of the present policy of the B
U.S.5.R., of centrism and a Leninist ingairy into the means witlh wiick to comdat i
this disestrous policy. The "Draft" does not say a word zbout the taree main cur- - !
rents influencing the labor moverment in the U.S.5.R.: the Rights, the Center 2nd
tre Lieft. & clesr evaluriion of these three currents weould Lave, howewar, peralt-

ited the author of the "Lraft" to coue to a decision in fuvor of one of thexn. Uen- o
‘tris;m is the main current in Soviet rolicy end is cheracterined by 1ts cenmivsion of

currents and conceptions, sometimes borrcwing from the Right and sometimas from the __ b
Left. In its practical applicaticn, centrism zay be described as a zig-zag li:ze, ol

whose extreme pole at times approaches the Left wing of thae lzbor roveneat in vhe :
Soviet Union. It is this very fact waich mazes the task of our Russian coaredes of
the Left Opposition so extremely d&lfficult and complicated. mais aloae m2otivated
éur Comrade Rezovsizy iz nis declaration ia tae nams of the Left Cppesition; tha
declaration was "the appliczticn of the united front toward ths official party"
(%rotsky). Truve to its consequent Leninist policy, the Russian Orposition 7ill
most probably rave to offer united fronts to tiae official party cn otzer occasions.
Yhat Goes the author.of .the "Draft® thick of this? e do not imow. And yet tals :
question is of utmost importance for the Russian Opposition wnich cannct without
the support of the Yest elements in the party and the workzing class fight success-
fully for its present slogsns, e.g.: to ralse the living standarés of the working
masses; for an examination of the rhythos of industrialization, whica are procecl- .
ing at the expense of the daily interests of the workers: for botter quality in .. . ..
production; for a collectivization of the countrysiée trhat conforms with the actual ...

means, etc,

v —————t

fha "Droft Propocalf is very reserved in'all these buraing questions of the [

Russion end consequently of the International Cpposition. Oa the -otzer nhand, ve. .
ere told at the end of the paragreph on the "present situction in the U.S.S5.R.".
thot the sefety of the October Revolution demands "more tnan ever an inexorable
struggle against the internal enemies", . . - -

o

-
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'é}diseworthy. vere 1t in harmony with the opinion of the author regarding the exter-
zal enenies of the U.S.S5.R. Eovever, us we shall see presently the question of tze
~ defense of the U.S.S.R. is posed in a manner entirely unexpected -- of Left Opposi-
tionists. , : '
., - Relation of the Opposition to the Comintern o
o %t would be more correct to Lead tkis chapter: "Orientation end tasks of tls-

Oppos?tlor.” Ta reality it touches uron all the probdlexs of the Left Opposition.
Defense of ihe Soviet Union -- Forty or Faction -- Relation to the official party --

fraln uvnion questions, etc.

To pose as cn Oppositionist, it was gufficient, & yecr ogo, to express oneself
against the theory of Socicliza in one couniry, to Gefend the brutally persecuted
Rucsien Opposition, and to publish ths articles of Trotsky eicde by side wita those

» - of louzozn, Zastman and Panait Istrati. Tae Left Opposition has since taken serious
steps toward international consolidation and in consequence to its actual struzcle
. in the different countries, it has established its political line and its line of
3 gction in all flelds of revolutionary activity. In order to be a Lef! Covositicrist
today, it is necessary: To stand decisively for the defense of tre U.5:.58.2.; to
firmt against a second party and consequently egainst a Fourth International; for o
_ faction; sgainst the "independence and autonczy" of the trade unions, ete.

Tet us test these threo problems in their sequence as they have been develored.
and cdefzndad by the Brussels Federation. -

Defense of tre U.S.S.R. Ce

-

. Te have ceen above that the "Draft! advises the Russion Cpposition to fight in-
exoravbly asainst the internal enemies of the Octoder Revolution. Regarding the ex-
! ternal enenies, the “Draft" says: "Uandoubtedly the defease of the U.S.5.3. ond its
3 )‘sai'ety is in the near fu‘ure in a very large measure depeadent-upon the Russian
' Oprosition. The International Cnposition cen coze %o its 2id., It is, however, un-

’ ¥hat is the meaning of this subterfuge?

4

{ \ .
of course, if it were a question of tke little Brussels group, then the aid os
well as the damage it can bring the U.S.S.X. is indeed insignificant. 3ut it is e

the time of the 3ast-Ciinese Railrocd affair, Ie Cermuniste, under the editorsnip

of the Brussels comrades told its 1600 readers and workers every Week thal tue

~ U.$.8.R. Tas unjust toward the Eangmen Tcheug-lei-Chei. Is tris imrortant, from

-~ ~=the internstionzl point of vierw, for tne U.5.8.3%., which at thet time was invelved

+4n & coarlict with ihe Imperialists and their Ciinese egents? Of course it is!
And only therks to our (:arleroi comredes, whao refused to distridute the Cozruniste

" to their 600 readers, was the damuge reduced to hz2lf, o .

[ X}

‘.- - .- 'The attacks of Irwerialism against the U.S.S.R. have not, however, limited

~ themselves to tke confliict of the Zast-China Railroad. - Recently we have seen an- -

.. economic war proceed from America under the most deceitful and hypocritical pre-

" ° tences. We ¥mow well that in the Waite Eouse and iz Tall Street taere is very lid-.
tle concera wita the American Opdosition and with its orgez, The Militant. -dccord-
ing to the "Draft®, our Arerican cozrades would have to say: we ere ton weak to . v
particivate in this conflict: our Zussian comrades are strong-encuirn, iet them taxs
- ) care of it. Tais is the opinion of 3russels in.trhe guestion of international soli-
G darity in gereral and of the defense of the Soviet Union in periicular! Trnose Wro

_blame us for having dreugat the anti-Communist views of the autaor of the f‘Dra.ft
to their logical cornclusioa. :

S - Qur Caarleroi conrades .are completely correct wher they sav that the Sinc- .
\.. -~ Russien conflict "Las permitted us to Judga to what desree thaey have broughi their

question of tnc influence the Oprposition can and rust exert upon ‘the- workers, - it — -

Vnow the position of the Zrussels leadership in tre Sino-Russian conilict will nes

- necescary and dancerous to exaggerate its forces and its means.m - . . .. ' . ..



,cuons 1nto harmony with their declarations concerning the defense of the U.S.S R <

z_ag_tz or Faction?t c

- - The question of a second party plays an important role for the Belgla,n Oppoct-
g ) - tionm. Since the split, the Opposition has taken-the course of a second varty. .Th
. erspectives for expansion were far more favorable for the Opposition—than for tua™
official party. The best rew lutionary forces have left the party and joired the
Opposition. <he Stalinist bureaucrats, with Jacquemotte at their head, were com- . _.
- promised and entirely without inf luence in the eyes of the Belgian workers. :

The 0ppo ition had every reason b believe that the sympathies of the revolu~ - -
. tionary minority of the Belgian proletariat would turn its way. But for thnt.
) correct “policy a.nd a correct orientation were necessaty., - . e
. Our Belgian comrades. however. satisfied with the results of the split and . .
~ certain of their ideological superiority, separated themselves. from the official .
party suddanly as from some alian bady with tbe one view -~ to crush it. . .

_ The sha.rp strusgle egainst the corrupt Bclgmn section of the Comintera at the
© -seme tinme dres the Uxposition into a no less sharper struggle with the entire Jow-
munist International..- Y4nis stru,,gle took on a clear-cut form during ‘the general

elections in May, 1929. .
In order to explain to the revolutionary norizers why the Oupositzc'x puts up
‘candidates of its own, Comrade V. Van Overstrazaten wrote in le Comnuniste of ¥ersh
7,3, 1929; "This majority (the majority of the Russian Comwunist Farty) can in no way
* represent the interests and inclinations of the revolutionary proletariat. This in
' the first reason vhy it would be nonsensical to demand of the revolutionary workers
{@ that they vote for the ticket of this majority."
. (
’ , And three weeks later, Comrad® Van Overctraaten declares to the readers of
Le Ccmrunite (March 24, 1922) that we must-maie war against the bourgeoisie, -
Marainst the gocial-democracy and their new.prophets, asainsi trze III Interna-
tional®", Ardihe advises the revolutionary workers %to attack this threefold enemy

with full ferae". e e ‘

Tnis systermatic struzgle egainst the modern trinity (bourgeoisie, social-de-— - *-:

- 'mocracy, III International) “for the rebirth of Marxist ideology" has borne fruit... ’
The results of the elections were & icon disappointment for the Opposition. The
official party received fourfold our vote in the districts in waith we put ur a

. candidate against it. For the entire country, their votes ran up to 45,000 to .

.+ 7,000 for the Oprosition, It would be a nistake to attridbute the election gains. . ..

of the official party exclusively to the financiel advantages and to. the electoral
sensationalism of the Stalinist apparatus. : -

e

Ve must openly realize "ﬁxat 45,000 woraer""expressed their confidence in
Communism, in_the October revolutuon end the Soviet. Umon despite and. sonetimes
even against the Jacquemottes and Lahauts. L e — e -

—_ The Opposition-should have taken this exnerience into account and drawn the
-necessary lessons from it. - The first, most aspparent lesson, was to reject the .

- gharp struzgle ezainst ths III Internatlonal a.nd theidea of a second party (Tne -
label "Trotsky party" was very easily affixed to the Opposxtio-x in eccentradistéag—- - ¢
tion to the official Ycommunist party'. In this manner the way was paved for the

:Q Stalinist calumnies about "7 rotskyism") e L

Instead of dramwing these ]ssons the "Dreft® says: "In other countries (ex- _
cept those like Frsace and GerwJ, in wnich the party is strong, Ob. ), especiatly
. in Belgium, the Opposition must aim for tne creation of a second party. o

The Internatioml Oprosition rust fight with a11 its force the zistalres tate

-
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e 7T Just an the Comintern fousht against the principle of two parties for one and
¢bo scms country (e.g., Germany), so the International Opposition must fight con-

. gistently for the rectification € the orrors cnd crimes of the Cemintern in the fac-

tiopal wioy.

"( ’ - §ho gdvantosos which several loeal or@aiizatioﬁs of the Opposition have over -

' tho official party can in no woy justify the. creaticn of a second porty. Our Char-
leroi comrzdos, for instence, who have consideradble influcnce among the worlkers, ars

united in ea excellent orgcnization of Opposition Cozzunists., In opposition to ther '

_ . there ere only a few wretched Stalinist functionaries.. . Thoy can end must substii- .
tutp for the party in its econcmic cud political activity ond at the gamd tims ex-

plain to the workers that thoy zre only a faction of the C.P. and tho Ccaintera. . __.

‘Tho Qeoiro to build o new porty at ony price is comparable to tho nonscnsical
. WAttack cgeinst tho throofold ememy! cgainst tha holy trinity of Vaa Overstracten
(vourgeoisio, social domocracy, end III Intornational). This has nothing in common
with the International Left Oppocition.
L ]

. ' o Pred6 Union Cuostion

, In tho resolution which we have montioncd; our Charleroi comredes cay that a
strict line of demarcation must be drawn in regerd te the grouns and elements wao

- fopenly or wnder cover sympathize with syndicalist or political groups, hostile to
Cozxunica®, ) . L C

ln ottentive porusal of tho ¥Draft Propesal” permits us to comd to tho conclu~
gion thot tho cecusations of tho Chaorloroi cenrzdes io made not in the gbstract --
on tho contrary, it is unoquivocally meant for tho lecdors of tho Bruscels rcdera-
tion cnd tho cuthor of tho "Draft" could recoznize himself in tho Charleroi Rasolu-

tion 3 in a nmirror. i .

’( Vhet doos the "Dooft" cay about tho tzctics of the Opposition on the trads
union ficld? [2ter the YDroft hoo doclered that “a correct treoreticzl epproisal
ot bo oo of rovolutiozary cyrdicalica os régards tho Cemmmist partyd tho cone
cluoion iz dramon that it would be & great mistala "to neglect the possidilitics of

clpas cction' jointly with the Syndicalisto.

struznto of tho Cozmunist Ieazue end the Uaitrry Omoosition of Fronce egoinst the
nCormittece for the Independence of thz Traic Unions®. They ropeat tirs and egain
that “tho bad lccdership of the Comintern has brougnt the Syndicalists in oppesition
to the Cozmzmunist party". fTney do not see that the entire activity of Yonatte and
Chembelland is directed-not only azainst the Communist party, but agzinst Cezzunisa
. --—1n gencral. They do not see that the independence and the autoncmy. of Chambelland
" drives his follcwers (and often sgainst his will) directly into the arms of the re-
. fomiﬁt CCGOT. : ° ' ) ' . . '

It must be e:.-z:hasize& that the "Droft Proposalf does not éive all the views of - - -

the Brussels leoadership on the trade union question. -
AY

) The verbdal declarations of Van Overstraten are much more fzr-going than tho
reticent proposal to collaborate with tho syndicalists. Ve know that 1t is hard to

" bring verbal statements to the fore. But it is impermissible to allow Van Over-
stracten to continue the policy of the man under arrest, who denies everythirg un-
less he is causat in the act. At a meeting of the Brussels Federation ve édrove i

j to tho unequivocal declaration that "the Ieft Opposition in France must suppert the

steson of the independence of the trade unions”, and the comrades ef the Com=inist
League and the Unitary Opposition "are worthless if they cannot co-operate with
Monatte®, , : :

ST Basing himself on tha latest exporierces in the trade union strusgle in -
France, Comrade Trotcisy writes in the Verite of June 27, 1S30: "Orne thing Is cer

fain = lime of struggle is diametrically opposed to that of tha Miutoncuisis

-

1" Tho lozdors of tho Drussols Foderation havo cpparonily loarnt mothing frem tre
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n"pin*t "the Internatio“al Cpposition.

poscidle.to. dofcnd tho poiat-of view developed im-the ®Drait Proposal“ under the

. =a3- - |
.,,u3~1o° for wo cre stecrinz on the road of Larxiem. while Chambellend cnd hig .
;g;onus lc.d to tho rczd of refornisa. :

For comwcde Trotslky and the Left Oppositionists of Trance, our line of struzsle

48 diometrically opposed to that of Monatte. According to Van Overstraeten,- the 0;.

ition is incorrect not to steer onto the autonomzst course of Konatte, :
o
Is comgade Yen Overstraeten a syndicalistf«
Oh, no! Ve can assure ‘Yonatte that Van Overstroctento flirtation with the in-
dependeace of the trudo viions is of a purely platonic natures In order to be a
cyndicaliet onc must ba (1) closely connected wita tho worizers in their-trads uniea-
rganizations; (2) those 'worlars must etill korbor the irnrescions of the old trzdi-

'tions of -Urevolutionary syndicalisn® within thea. Teither thé first noer the second -

conditions ‘are ifulfilled in the case of Van Overstraeten and his ®platonic syndical-
ism". . I .

_*  But one thing is certa:n. nemaly, that in the struzgle of -the Ihternaticnal
Left Oppositidn, Van Cversiraeten will find himself ‘on_the. side of the syndicalists

'x.- . !0

Cieane

o el e o
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Yo havo ezcmined ‘the three main prodlcus” of the Left Csﬁosition. In 211 the
qusstions we havo tcien up, tho FDraft Proposal® of ths lecdors of the Brussols
Federat101 is in dircct contrast to the Cna¢leroi and the Inoe national Oppocition.,

Tho disc ”ﬂoﬁ o2 the Balgian comrades ia highly 1m3ortant for the Opposition
of . tho othor countrios.'

L

fTho Oppooition ccxrudea of the varicus countrics w11l hava to Judzo 12 ie id (

bannerof ' the 'International Lef? Opposition.:,.
J._OBiJ

70 TN ToDOURIVE CORITTIT O TES NIAATAT 03E0SIRI0N

~

-Bugukada, October 12, 1930, . . _.
Copy to the Infernational Socretariat in
Perio end to the Opposxtion,G;onp of Charloroi.:

Dear Comredes: o

I hardly bolieve that after & year ox ideolo#ical .truggle. enything fund;men-
tal can be gddecd in this letter to what has zlready been caid on both sides in the -
press. .I will restrict oyself here to one question alone, nzmely, to tha perspec-
tives of one or tvo parties 1n Belgium. Coe

. Tha atruggle for the Corrunict 1ntcrnational is chc stiruzsle for the vanzuard
of tho world prolotariat, for the heritzze of the Octover Revolution and for tho
preservation of Bols h°vism. Ve ere in no woy inclined to:believe that the rcvolu-
tionary heritaco of the post is at present incorporated.in the "ideasP of the
Urbahns grovp or of some,of the Brussels comrades. Tne rovolutionary heritage is .
mignty. ‘We must learn ‘o realize it.: :

Ouxr general line does notfexclu.e‘the poesibility for onr or the other countr,
rceording to thae relation of forces, to assuza the role of ea indcpendent politicai
party. Such an exclusive condition in one isolated comntry, weuld not, however
Zhange in the.least cur funizzsntal line for the regeneration of the Co:in.-..

The irndepdndent party of tho Tolckevil-Laninisis (O;vovitxon) in one country wouid
nave to act a3 a section vZ, the-Conintern and would have to regard the wezsizer offi-
R 1 wqibytnt the tactie of the united €ront and thercby

.Q‘o

.‘.‘.
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throwing the respensibility before the workers for the split’ én “{ts-shoulders.

4
. As you see this position has nothinz in common rith the one yom deferd. 3ut
- a8 o perspoctive ror Belgium, the possibility which I-regarded as” an Lyretiesis hos
proved to be unrcalizable. Two years ago, the Belgian Opposition certcinly zepre-
sented a force that had to be taken seriously, 3But the present 3russels leadership
has manifested during this tice a lack of decisiveness in-principle, a1 ucgariciatle
wavering in every questicn and an inclination to support every groun vaich has co-
posed the International Csposition in the fundamental questions. Operly or in se-
_eret, you have sudported Urbahns, Paz, Monatte and others ozainst the Teft Cpposi--
tion, althouzh these grouns have nothing in cormon with one another, except their
hatred of tho Belshevik-Loninists., Tae consequences of such a policy ave Tavens,
¥hiloe in 21l othsr countrics witkout excepiion, the Osposition has made serious
progress in every direction or at lecst ceagolidated itself idoologically, in Bel-
gium tho Oppocition has beeome coastently wezizer. You cen well undersiand that the
.Intornationcl Oppocition has no reason to throw the responsibility for this tragic
stato upon any one but the Brussels Dxeccutive Coxaitteo,

In the minutes of the Internationzl Conference in April, I reed the following
words ofCczrcde Ecancutt "I bolieve that 42 4ho Chnorlorei comrodos will wersist ia
their irrcconcilchlo point of view, it will o imvocoiblo for us to co-oporats any
moro. For, the basis of a coxmzon struzgle rust be a nminimum of confidonce.? fh
International Opposition rust oply these words to the Zrussels E.C. tcday.

The International Sceretariat is no letter-bom. It is en organiem which unttes
a foetion with cermon dde~s on o internotionzl scale. As you well kmow, I insisted
lcst year that the Chorlerol cemradces continue to co-operate with you., Tezetiaer
with the Fiench comrades I had hoped that on the taosis of the expericnces of colleb-
oration, o conciliation could be brougnt about. fTnis hovo has not been realized.
" There only remains to bo said that which is a fact acd above 211, that ve do nct
belornz to the sars faction, and to draw the necessary conclusions, :

I, therefore, subscriba to tho, conclusioa drawn defore me by tho Chorleroi cez-
redos, by the caitors of J~ Yerito ond by Comrado Obin in thoir eriticiza of you
doclaration. . . .

.o,

- With Cczmuniet grootinzs, BN

ste

L. TRCTSXY
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. o CzechosloveXkia
CONCZRIING M7 TRALUS STUDIYD CROUP ,
(Prazue ractior) : '

In thoir resolution (Int. Bullotin No. 1), the Chorleroi comrades cuite cor-
rectly ctreso tho nccossity of a finadl delinitation from and c:clusion of o1l thoca
groups vhich under the nemo fleft Opposition” discredit the prozram of tho Interna-
tional Loft. fre international discussion, the politicel cetivity of the Taterna-

. _tional Oprosition and of its soctions, have consideraoly cccolerated tais precess -
of dcmarcation during the 2ast few months, fTho living experiences of gtrussle have
dotached the Iafts from tho pseudo-Lefts. While the discussion with the Urbakniies
of the Belgien stripe ore drawing to a close, a few words still.remain to be caid in - -
this place of the Czechoslovakian Urbainites, who répresent a particular sort of

.confusion and degeneration. Théy are a group of abcut ten to fiftean Progue stu-—
dents under the lecadership of the hizh-school teacher, Dr. A. PollaXk, iimo &5 he
"Loft Opposition, Prague Faction” have recently declared their odnerence to ithe In-
ternational Conference. Tais group displays no political activity whatsocver; i
refuses altosether to participate actively in the 1life of the Communist movemens
and has rotired to ths position of & sterile Frecthinker group, that unites ell

. sorts of petit bomrsoois elemonts, Still lecs can we speaz of solidarity with o~
perticipation in the activitios of tho Intercational Lelt Opposition.

&
v
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" tatorchip of the bourgeoisie, they equipose the democrztic form of the éictator-

=25~ L , ,
to this Czechoslovak "Opposition® as confederates and ideological allies. It 8. .-

true that the Progue students share the views of Urbahas in 231l tho dismited ques-

tions (relation to party, Scviet Pussia, Chinese questlion, et2.). Howevar; the
Prague muddle-heads have gone further than the latter, intensifying taeir confu-
sicn, putting i9 into prograzmatic form and setting themselves no less en aim than _

—- ad tncy say in a letter to the International Secretariat -- of ecnvincing tle
International Cpvosition by joining the latter of the danger end the_harrfuinesa

- of Trotskyism (Trotskyism without quotation mariks. They, therefore, tzize taex- _

selves a hundred times more seriously then the one hundred per cent Stalinists),

That is tho proszom to walch tha Prozus students want to convert .the .Interna-
tionel Left? Dofore us we have tho parphlet of their-leader, the grrres Thilosopi= _
ot, Dr. A, Pollak: }~rxicm rnd Catholiciem, which is surposed to represent -- as
the progrem of tha “renovated iarxicm® -- the counterpart. :to "the corplete destitu-!
tion of Trotsikyism in prograzmatic questionst. - oo

. e
N

Tho Prazus students represent since 1925 a peculiar conception" in regard to
fescicn. . Tundomontolly it relctos to the following: Since. they have mede the enor-, o
mous diccovery thot bourgeois democrzcy as well as fascism rezlize tho class dic- ‘ s
ship to the fascist, for -- form is for them "incident2lf. <Quite a succesciul
parallel to the Stelinist confusion of "social fascism®., Now, the melepivzician
Follak hzs discovered a new:law: we are no longer to be concermed with "sizzle
fascicn®, but with the "social' - fdemngozic", "econcmic" - "deamzgosic!, Peplturelt
- "demzgozic" content of tae brozdest and most reactionary phase of fascism (noth-
inz but fascism!), namely -- catholicism! Eowever, not simply of catholicisz zen-
erally (we haven't reached the end yeti), but of a "concrete nes-carvholizisn®.

Therefore (the latest prograz),"zrxism versus speculatiive neo-cathoiicisn®.

¥hat heve the osrcculators of neo-catholicism to say about the prodlzms of -tho
Communist movement and the Interzational Oppocition? Here are some sarples of
their philistine wiscem: "ihe once proud Leninist Party has teen split wp into two
(two, not three) factions: ...%he faction of doziztic leninism, uxder 5talints
lezderchip, and the second faction, which has given up the spirit or Tenin (tke
exccutors of which the Przsue petit tourgenis belizve theuselves to be) bogetler
with his words in favor of -- Gyotskyism, that is, of the infuitive ert or politi-
cal oppocitionicm, resting on frotsiy's perconal talent ... to lecad the Stalinict
faction fron one defeat to omother (!) then retrospectively (7) to scorn the in-
cbility of the Stalinist foction, theredby corrupting all the existing motives Jor
healthy fectional formations (our anti-neo-catholicicsts do not however Yo7 vetter
than to ceek to attach themselves to this corrupt factign of political opposition- ‘
ism)...thon to.insult fsic) the desertinz Trotskyites." Ve must admit that not

e -

" even the most insipid Stalinist bureaucrats and the rmost shameless capitulators,4

vhom Pollek is faithfully attempting to shield, consider the wmatter so ligatly.

Now, the question arises, where the honorzble Professor Pollak, who only
lately -- after many years of leisure in his quiet littile cabdinet -- has dared %o
go out into the world azain, where, in the mitist of this unconsoladle ruin of the
onco proud Leninist Perty, does he find the point for the continuation of the
"leninist heritage"? Let us permit him to answer himself:....%"Is there any sense,
therefore, to turn the factionel ruins of the once (7) proleterian periy? Mo,
they have ell proved thet they can mzke Narxist theory serviceable orly within the _ .
fremevork of their factional dozma...' as against that Marxist theory, wiica
"hased on itself, creates iis own orgen, an organ walch exists still after the
factional collepse (!} of the proletarian world pariy and :Iter the factioral col-
lapse of the proletarian trzde orgaznizations (a2 veritabile delugel)....To thkis or-
gan I turn aith oy theoretical program -- to the League of Proletarian Freethinic-
ersf, local Prague. : : '

In the Nozh's Ark of pseudo-revolutionary confusionists end ascetics, the
Pollakites deserve fully arnd indisputadly a plece in the very foremcst rarks.

Thet we cannot, however, grant them is a place in the ranzs of the Interncticml
Thft Ancannibdan - J.F. )
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7Page 1: 1line one should read: "The Internstional’ Tommunist

—
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ceeds) in two direstions...” .

n—a—

Left Oppositlon n appeals (not only) to its own adhevents ets.”

Page 3: seventh line from the bottom: “reasting buresusrat-
Icall

v to the blows of the opposition and  the pressure of the
working class"eee - -

Pago 4: line 15: "in* the party itself disgntegration (pro-

- .

Pape 5: 1lino 25: “(while) the communist-Laft of the capital-
ist countrieSesa"

. -

Page 8: 1line 6: "The 'International Bull tin' sho‘u-ld be the arm
in this discussichee." ‘ -

. Page 9: line 6 from the bottom: "It is’ also nenessary - to note

 that (1) sevsral naulonol groups etc..._ , i o

B
.

)(

Pape 12: ine 14: eoo in the measure in whiﬂh it will Yo able

0tCesie ) . . e

Page 24 1arge center paragraph, third line. “4s not (un)-
1mnortant... . oo ) ,

Page 2R8: Next to last paragraph, line 6 ~"proletariat, vho 270 .

. at tule heddo-c

P @
.2

(a11 words in purentheses have peen omitted, all those undor-
.1ined, were misspslled. )
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Can NOTE.

No. 3 of the INTERN&QIOHNAL BULIETIN will be out within a
fortnight after this issue. It will contain an article deserib-

V‘ing the development and the activities of the Czekoslovakian

Left Opvosition, importent organizational denisions of the In-
ternationzl bursau, further information on the Greek and the Bule
garian Oppositions &nd a gpecial section devoted to the “nirese
Left Opposition, ete 4 will be noted that some of ths docu-
ments published to dute in the English edition of the J3ulletin

..are sibmewhat out of date. 1This i1s of course due to the lack of
. facilities for an English edition when they firat apreared. In-

the future the Znglish edition will appeer as far as- nossible

. simultsneously wiih the Frensh and the German editions. A

spgnlal seaction devoted to American questicnq is pelng preeared

.for mme of the forthconlng issues.

" The Zditors.
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