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The French Leazue Faned with a Decisive Turn

For several years the most active fieshting slogan of the League
was "The Urited Front". Without a doubt this slogan was in
splte of 1ts "abstract" character for 2 or 3 yoers the key to
the situation in Germany, then &n France. Tha defeat of the
German proletariat, the Austrian catastrophke, the growth of
Pascism in France and cther countries was necessary before the
Comintern bursaucracy took a radical turn in the questicu of

the united froni. The examples of earlier turns have owiv
proven to us all too well that without a criticsl overhaunug

of the old position and without a thecretical founIalicn Lom

the rew one a turn even formally proeressive offers no guarantee
for a correct pelizy, On the contrury it unavoidanly bears
withir it a chein of new vacilletions snd misinkes, Eloquent
signs of the new dungers are nlrcedv tharc: the ultimatists
become oprortunists, For this reason our vhole strugele transfers
itself to a new higher vlene.

Social demecracy on its part has tread the path of the united
front with th: definite purposc of bLreasking off its revolu-
tionary heed. In the f1n1d of the uritod front the fight
against the reformist burecucracy mmst Yo carried on less
noislly in form but more systemeatic and concentrated than ever,

Bath burcaucracics ars united ty their ccmmon interest against
the growing oppesiticn which bring Lo expression or try to
¢xpress the tasks of the hour. On the other hond both hureau-
craclics inimically oppose ezchother in a compatition shnrper
than ever, For this resczon one can differentiuts in tho poli-
cy of both burcuucracics?® the conspiracy sgainst 2«11 who wim
to encroach on thuir rulc, and the fear of ouch of them
beecoming a victim of the ¢lly, The rcsulte~the roadiness to
brock the united front at ony time.

Only a short time ago thce lcasons of the events, Morxian
annlysis, the criticism of thc Bolshevik-Leninists spoke for
the policy of the united front. Now in France n mirhty
frctor hes added 1tsslf, the active preossurc of the masses
thomsolves. Low this facTor Is docisivo. IE fxpbn5sns 1TSOLE
dircctiy In the militant demonstrations on thr strert and ine
dircctly in the political turn of both apparatuses, That is n
trocmondous step forward. But Just beenuse the step 13 tromone
dous it changcs *he political situation from tonm to hottom,

Unly ycstorday the slogsn of the Unit~d Pront was the solo
monopoly of the Bolshsvik-Leninists. Todny this monopoly has
boen taken from urs. The slogen hos hecomn cormon rropcrty,

It cxpresscs kiamif tho deep, passionato, but politic.lly -
very ncbulous longing of thc masscs to oppose the forward

march of rcection with the uvnitcd forecs of all the onpreisnd,
The prescncc of this lenging cranrtes the most importint condi-
tion if not for o drectly rcvolutionary situntion ot louest for

Q pre-revolutionary onc., But unfortunctsly, the existing
organizatiocns 30: very mxx poorly thn recl chanecs in the mood
of the working masses, To hove an ear for Tho nverass worker

in the factory, on the strcet, in the street ear, in the zafe,
in the furily in order to know how hc sess tho situaticn, whot
hopes he cherishcs, what he belicves in,--to listcn ctiontively
to such ~ vorker,--that is tho first duty of a rcvolutionndy
orgrnization, above «ll in a criticul poriod 1likc tae proscnt
when the consclousncss of the messos litorelly thongns evore
day. At tho moment ong can Judgo thc dopth and wn» scuteness of
tho tura in thc consciousnoss of the masses akove all by theitr
sympithotic cxpression, ospeciclly by the eventas which ove Taking
place within hoth partiss (erystellization of o lors wing

wilthin social decmocracy, the split of St. Denis, the turn of
both burceoucracies to the united front, otec.), Tas character

o such symptomatic oxproessions hns cortninly remnatned brgkward
and 1s distortcd, nevertheloss tasy allowed tho followianr
conclusions 1)ths workors sor not only the deonmar, ™t alszo the
prsoinility of resistenece; 2) they son thoip gsrlv-vion 1. the
united front; 3) with 2 holf vey corrsct poliey wiich rainforere
tic confidence of the morkcws in thorsnlves, rthe setive Gefence -
sen in a short time go over to -~ sunor~l traci.
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The task of "the Bo'shevik-Leninists does not now consist in the
rep¥titlon of abstract formulas on the united front (workers!'
allientes, otc,) but in the formulation of definite slogans,
~concrete ectivity and the perspecdtive 8f the strugele on the
basis of the policy of a mass united front. It is the task of
‘the defonge to set up soviets and to hasten their transformation
into orgnns of the strugsle for power. The task of the Lecgue
according to the present situation does not.diminish but on the
contrary grows, but shifts to another plane and takes on another
character, Not 4o understend that, to occupy onesclf with the
reflection of what has already been lsarned would mean to loso
the game, ‘

Of decisive significanceg for the fate of the.Leangue will be from
now on .its Solution to the united front, not as an acbstract
"=lagan, but as the living reality.of a man's struggle. The new
situation cxpresses itself most clcarly in the cxample of St.
Denis. Only yesterday Doriot was the leader in the fight for
the united front, which he, in his own way, made a reality in
St. Denis. Tomorrow, in cuse of t«n agrocment betwecn tho two
burcaucracies the mnsses will sec in Doriot an obstacle, =a.
gplitter, a saboteur of the united front. The Stalinist
burcaucracy will cither press St, Denis to return to the rrnks
of its old party (with or wathout Doriot)? or will smrsh St.Denis.

The policy of the Leasue is naturally not exhousted with the
abstract idea of the united front, for this reason--historically
secn=--the cours:s of the Bolshevik-Leninists camot be 1iqiidated
by the agrecment of both bureaucracies. Should the Leaguc remain
pasclve, however, unable to adjust_i1tself couragecously aond
rapidly to thc new situation@ the League cnn be for a long

pcriod cast back into the voild. : Lo '

One can &djcct? the united front demands tho participation of all
proletarian groupings and orgnnizetions, consequently the maxx-.
participation of St, Denis as well as that cf the Lzapguc, But
this objection 1s only of formal significance., Dedsive is the
rcletion of forcos. If the League had been able at the proper .
time to takc deeper roots in the masscs; if St. Denis had
Joined the Lecague; if ...ete., thon there would havc been a
third force alongside of both bureaucracies whose participation
in the united front would hobe been necessitated by the situa-
tion itsclf. In the field of the united front this third force.
would have become decisive. But that is not thce situation. The
League is orgenizationally weak; St. Donis and other groups

ero politically cxzceptionally weok., Xk For his roason they
are all, including the Lecaguc, threutened with the danger of
actually ‘having to rcmain outside of the united front, in spite
of the foct that it is the tremcndous merit of the Lengue to
have sot it in motion, - o ‘

If the Locaguc remeins on the outside ond concentrctes its efforts
upon criticism from without, it risks the dm ger of crcating
cnger among the workers instead of attention. Let us once more
rccapitulate: im the unity of the ranks the mnsses now sce their
only means  of snlvation., Everyone who remains outside the
common ranks, cecvery one who criticizes from the side lines, the
nsscs look upon as an obstacle. Not to toke this mighty and 20
bottom healthy mocd of the masses into consideration, to work
against 1t, that would be the deanth., With the rise of a
movoment the tnsk of the Marxists consists in, supported by the
weve, bringing in tho necessary clarity of the thought and method,

The League must take an orgnnic placc in the ranks of the
united front. <+t is too weck to claim an independent placo, -
Thot is as much to say thot i1t must immediately tuke e place
in onc of the two parties which hove ncgotloted the agreemcnt.
For us there is ro prxipik principled differcnce between the
two partics, or clmost none. fractically, however, only the
entry into the Socizldemocratic Party is possiblc.

Whnt? At once we heur a hail of objections, the Leaguce should

go into Leon Blum's party? It should ccpitulato before Refurmism?
But we are for a ncw party? We arc for the 4th Intcrnntional?
How can we join the 2nd? Wwhat will the Stalinists say? Wuet
will the workers? say? ctc., ctc, All of these arguments 1cok
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very mi ghty, but in reality they are superficicl, for they make
a leap over reality. They are based on that which would be
desireble, not on that which is. :

Of course, we are against Reformism--in the present situation
more admantly than ever. But one muist know how to come nearer
the goal in the given, conecretdzzxx situation. To renounce

the principles and the or to "provisionally" relinquish
the stiruggle for them would be open %¥m treason. But to bring
the methods of struggle in congruence with the situation and
our own forces is m elementary demand of realism. Bolishevism,
represented by the Leninist leadership, did not betray and ‘
renounce itself; but in 1905-06 the Bolsheviks were forced by
the pressure of the mmxkx masses which longed for unity to
coalesce themselves with the Mensheviks. This coalition 1~d
progressively to a new split. But in 1910 Lenin, un der‘the
pressure of the sentiment in his own ranks was hiusdlf forced
to uhdertske an attempt at unity whizth was in 2 years to lead
to a final split. Irreconcilableness of principle has nd hing
in common with sectarimn ossification vwhich heedle 8sly passes
over the changes in the situation md tle mood of the masses,
From the thesig that the prolarian party must be independent
at all oo sts, our Endish comrades oorcl uded that it would be
impermisssble to go into the IIP Alas) th ey only @ rgot that
they were far frmom being a party, but were only a propaganda
circle, that a party does nad Tall Trom hesven, tmt the prop-
aganda cirecle must pass thru a period of embryovic existsuce
before it e becoome a ®mrty. Cur ingli sh comrades (the me j-
arity) doubtle ssly pmid for their mistake in nerspective dearly
and we with them. Let ws horc recall tho foll owing to minAd:s

at the time we did not reproach Walcher md Co. for entcring
the SAP, but, ir doing so, for sheathing t e bmner of Marxism,
We will not this,

Naturally the Leaguc camnot enter the Socialist party othecr
thun as a Bolshovik-Leninist fraction. I% will maintain the. '
Verite, which will pransform itself into a frectional organ
with tho same rights as tho "Action Sceiedli stc", cte. Oronly
putting tho qucstion of admission, tho Lecguo il suy: "Qur
vicws have complotely Wi ndi cabed themsolves., Tho wnitod front
1s gotting under way on the rails of the massos. We want to
participato aetively. The sole possiti ity Ter our organization
to particpate in the mass united front under the givoen circwa-
stancos is thc entry into Socinlist raxrty. Now as before we
considcer it to be moro mececssary than over e gt feor the
principles of Bolshcvism, for tho ceroation of & truly reveolu-
tionary party{ of the prolotarian vanguard mxd for the fourth
Intornational. We hope to cogvince the 'majority of the so-
cialist as woll as thc communist workors of this, We will
'bind oursclves to pursuc this task within the frimework of the
poriy, to subjcet oursolves 4o its discipline end to prescrve
thc unity of action,”

Naturally the Stalinists will fly up in a furious kowl or :
attompt to fly up. But in the first place they themseclves dmaw$
have undertaken & sharp turn by their cntry into a bloe with
the "Sooizlfesciets,"” Sceondly, in thoir camm ign against us
they will ineounter the indignation of thec socialist workors,
Thirdly, and that is at borrom to only important considcrotion
-=-it is not a2 question of what tho Stil inists will say,. but,
how can thc Leaguc beoom 2 scrious fareo in the leor movaomcnt.
If i8 succceds by its ontry into the Sceid ist party in the
course of a yoar or cven in six months (all processcs evolve
very quickly todey) in rallying to its brnnor scveral thousand
workcrs, it will never ocour to tnyonc rememtoer the campaign of
the Strlinists, ‘

Scveral comrades, I anorg them, scveral accused tie lecdership
of tho Leaguo and tle Vezite of insuffl cicney in the struggls
egainst the socicldomceratic leoadersiiip, 4% first glarco it
might seem as though thorc ynwned an irr-cenc 1ol contra
diction between this eriticism, which I s%ill reingain todey
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in i%s fu1l extant, ard tho proposal to cnter tho socialdemooratie
prrtyr.  In roslity, tlat is not tho caso. To oxist as an in=
dcpeascrtorgan ization and thereby not to donaroato oneself sk rp-
1y frow the soolaldomocrats means to risk becouing an appondage

ol Sonigldomoorady. Te enter openly (undor tho given comercte
condilicns)the Socialdomocratis party nm orcer 50 dovelop Aan in-
oXorauio streezlo agiust tho rolrrmist loadcrsiip moans o
perform a revolut oaary act. o crilicel cxemination of the
policy of Blum ad Oo. must be thc gamc in both cacos,

One can make still. another cbiecticn: Why vegin with vhe sociale-
ist party? Would it not he mcre correctd to eddress oncscli
first to the commurist party? At any rete the question caund
become the objlect of serious differences of opinion; it is °
mmEExE=ry olear thet “he apneal ito the Stdlinists can only hare
the charactur of o demconstration, Is it necessary? It is poms =
ible that it wonld be wseful as regaris a definite section of
Cormunist workers., Tne declaratvion cof tie League could then

hava the follcwing content: "We have fought against the theory

of Sscialfascism, Tor the unitedfrort, etc. The latest steps

of the party =zre evidence of a certain turn in this digrection.
For this reascn we arc rcady tc meke a loyal attempt to work
within the party. Faturelly, under the condition that it be
possible for us ¢o fight for cur ideas on the basis of party
demooracy." As fer the inevitehle refusel tvhe League would heve
to eddmess itself to the Socilalist parwy. L the leadersnhipy of
the Soziglist party refuses to admit Uls sengue (1md tast is very
well possivle) then a broad field would be opened fer the fight
against the leadership in the lowsr orgnns, “ho sympatliiss of the
‘socialist workers woulld in this cuse unCoubtcdly be on the side

of the Leaguc.

The League is faced with the most serduus tmrrn in its whole
history. The success of this tura will xeXy caly be énsured
by boldress, guickiess, and wnuadnity. Loss of time, énfless
Aisctussions and itsernal stvite 70mad neen destruction.

First the Central Committec, begimuing with the Polibbduro must
establish its position, naturally hexd in hand with the Inuer-
national Secretarizbt. Then the members of the Folitbure must
on the spot vrevare the cpinion of the merhers, Becruse of the
extraordinary sisnificanca oI the guesticn 1t would he nescessary -
to summcn a gonfasergs in order to pass a2 Tinsl »esoclution.
In the face 0T ohis rapid. ecurse of events the conferecince should
not convene later thawn the middle of July, for exanpls on the
14th of Jaly. Culy by observing this venpo in docels and by
a manlf¥ke character nf the turn itself can cre firmly covnt on
the League's not only not rwming along behind tne events, bub
also on its making a great stride forwzord on the road to the
ereation of a really rovoiutionary party of the proletariat and
the building of the fourth International. )
mmemmme—e=Tidal,

The Tasks of ICL in the Strugghe for the Fourth International

. o

and_ the Turm Of Stulinisbs.

- —

1)e The pact of the four disintagrated as the result of the
rightward dcevelopment of its centrist particimnies, whn whithcub

a broad porsnective, without tdking te hesry tne teachings of

Marx and Lenin unfer the depression of the Fascist attack on the
oneé hand ard under the impression of the new cenirict "masgh
tendoney on the ctharkand removed themselves fror the Fuwked
inGependent propegands of the 4th Internaticnal ard apchtsd the
genial theory of propaganda by silence and blocs without princinle,

The paet of the four, &s such, was an unavoidahle stars tn the

road to the 4th Intsrnatioral, a stage which doubtlioss wiil ma
must repest itself on a higher level, Neperbtholess one must not
close ones eyes to the fact thet oftcr the deciime of the prot of
four the ICL is the sole organization which opeuly and consisvently
has posed the question of the new fourth, Comuuniss Irteraational.
This fTact places our organization before new and impertans tesks
and gives to it and ibs development inerensed significance.
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2), Along w th this faot twoxdxk it is imperative, by virtue of
the new tagks whieh arc direedy posod in France and whleh are
begirnirg to be:poséd in other countries (Switzerlamnd, Czecho-
‘slovekxia), to realize the turn in the Comintern in its whole
gignificence 2nd to take it into account. Our fundamental at-
titude %o the Comirtern or the one hmd s2d tc the new Inter-
national on the other cannot be changed by it in the least.

Our evaluation of i¥x Strlinism as Lurssucratic centrism en-
abled us to prediev just susn a Sern, wivhout being surp;;sad
by. it, It is clear, novewver, that this tuen, little as it zan
put the C.I. into a posiilon to fmrthaer the revelutiomary cause
in any country and urder its opportunistic chearacter can in the
long have a disintegrating influence, it places tho objective
develogment of the class struggle in various countries on another
basisy; changes far reachingly the relat ion of the CI to the
masses and to a cortain degree betters them. The insuffinien-
or incorrect reastion to this turn could lead to a considerable
weakening of our organization.

The turn of the Stallinists to the united front, in as much as
it is an adaptetion to mass pressure, is not le ast of all a
success and confirration of the policy of our orgamizaticn--
a policy which it especielly pursued in phe last 5 years, mkm
which also enabled it not only to strengthen the old organ-
ization (the American, French, Belgian and German section)
considerably and push them forward, but «lso to win over new
important sections in the whole world (Hcelland, Polend, Chile
ete.). To overlosk these suceesses would be just as fatal as
the illusion that we could, going on in the old way, live cn
the capital zained.

3)s It appears that the opportunistic turn of the Stalinists
in certain countries can go for hovord the urnitsed tronh, 8-
Decielly in Francee., At ths lasi nagotiations betwser the heads
of the French CP and S? the questicon of tie unitseld party was
operly ard arffirmatively 1lo-ksd Fforword to. The causss are
clear: the turn of the CI is ot least as much an exprassicn

of Russign foreign policy as the result cf nasz pressure, The XFEx

foreign policy of idx Litvinoff has no lorger @ rovclubicrary
perspective. Its sole geal in the prevention of wars by the
creation of Xw=gws alliances, Fcr 1the sckc¢ of this goal

it strives in Fra cc to keep governnments a la Doumorgne in
power., The united fron®t is *o crnate a left bloe which is to
counterbalancc the right bloc. To démonstrate to ihe French
bourgeoisie (and also to the English bourgeoisie vhich has 1ld& ély
been approaching this bloe) the completc sincerity of its turn,
The Soviet bureaucracy permits thrcugh Thorez and Cachin not
only the adaptabtion of the united front to the wished of the
SFI®, but it is even hending toward the liquidati on of the &ZEx
CPF_, subordinating the revolutionery factor in & united party
to the discipline of Lecn Blum,.

Regardless of whéther it will go to tie end, whether it will be
possible to do this, whether the gonstm t shifting among the
powers will not e¢reate a2 new situation, the significance of our
independent role, our role in the revolutiowu increases tremend-
ously. To be sure the broad masses will at first bLe gripped
by the intoxicatiorn of unity. On the othor hand the best
Communist clements in Francc and still more in the other count-
ries will be drivek into our ranks, provided tirt we unlerstend
how to answer to the situation correctly. THe moment arpears
to be nearing in which the theoretical liguidation of Marxisne-
Leninksm kxm by the Std inists seen thru and attuacked by us
sinec 1923 is clearly bre=king thru in practice and theredby
opening to us now grecat poscibilities,

4), The further fats of our organization as well as the develop-
nent of the 4th Intornational depends first of dl1l on the existen
ence of intcrnational #€ cadres which are in a nosition to

give answer to the questions of revoluti on ard counterrevolution
especially in its fascist and Bonapartist cloak, and the inm-
rending war, and can form¢ the realization of the solution to
these questions end practically demonstrite them, The answers

RN
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- The answers to these questions can be given internationally

- only by ‘a politically and orgenizationally independent factor.
This factor in its greatest efforts to find allies can never
relinguish its independence, can never gease careful selaction
and éducation of its own cadres and deep going ideological
work, '

5)s The first goal which we set on the way to the revolution,
ageinst fasoism, was the united frent. Toward "this goal an
imporfant step has bteen it mado by the turn, Proceeling
from this gain we rmust criticise its shorteonings and the in-
capability and. indecision of the bureaucracy in undertaking
further steps. One must apply the- severest criticism to
their opportunistie conceptions, :

One must demand the transformation of the united front of reet-
ings into the united front of action, the transformation of

the united front of two parties into the united fornt of all .
workers orfanizations., One must prepare for the transformat ion
of the united front of organizations into a Soviet movenent.,.

6)e Our taking a place in the united front is by no means iso-
lation, Already at the base there are great possibilities for
it. And even where one refuses today, by the Mot that we
will be the only ones who will be able to lemd the united
front a conc rete content and a concrete goal, the sympathy
for us and the dermnd for our inclusion will grow,

The question of practical proposals of practi cal &logens as-
sune in this connention the very kmx greatest significence:
(militia, arming, concrete loeal and fae tory slogans). The
elaboration of such measures will rub out the remains of our
purely speculative and literary way of thinking =nd will on
the other hand be the best way of gaining the confidence of
the toiling masses and of breaking the influence of the bu-
reaucracy in the united front.

7). The united front--in so far as it is at all reulized and
its sabotage not leading to important processes of differ-
entiation in the reformist parties, vhich one nust seize hold
of--conmot remain in the nisleading end soporific form of
"meetings" for which the bureaucracy is striving, Either it
will broaden out and lead to owr =ém inclusion and the rupturing
of the bureaucratic xxzxmm frame (in the strugegle for these
preparations Zeft.wi ngs will originate in both parties which
one must influence) or which is almost nore prcbable one of

the two bureaucracies will in mny countries, as the result

of the impulse of self-preservation,be driven to the disruption
of the spreading united front. This unmistakably puts the
question of split in the party in question on the order of the
day. Systematic work on Tmrymezk our part will put us in a
position to become the magnetic poke for the X} ft wing of

both parties and to create the precondition for the found~
ation of a new Communist party, ‘

The possible formation of united parties places us moreover
before a completely new situation, The m omentary submerging
of the mass echo on one side will be accompmnied on the other
hend by the capturing of the best revolutionary elements,
Further developments would obviously allow our organization
to appear openly as the only Comnunist orgmization and allow
us to play the role of the Communist party with incomparably
more rapid tempo inasmuch a2s we would Juxtapose the empty,
opportunistic chatser of unity, the slogans and preparations
" of rewolutionary action.

8)s All successful work on our part has as precondition the
thorough break with the nethods of wark of the past, the methods
of work of the faction., The ideological work of the germ of

the new party, of the new internstionel must have its center of
gravity in the positive guiding , constructive work, vhich

does not shy off from concretizing., - The activity of the faetion
limited itsclf consciously to progagends, subjecting itself in
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action to the diseipline of the party., The work of the em~
bryo of the new party, of the new inteknaiionzl try oxn t®
~oontrary, at -evary opportunity to go beyond.the frame of
propagenda and by independent-ection or by actiwvity In action,
to prove the seriousness and the value of our revolutionary
will, procedding from the fact that by deed is the only way

of convineing the broad masses of the correptness of ocur ideas.
Here lies the. center of gravity of our new orientation. o
o:her organizational measurc can cilrcumvant or obviate this
stép. : : .

9)s Along with its independent propagnadastic and activistic
work all méthods momentarily corresponding to the concrete
situation must be made to link us with the masses, to push
them forward and to form new revoluitionary cadres from its
ranks, This necessitates first of all: ' ’

a) systematic fractional work in the trade unions under the
slogan of trade union unity. There, better than in any party,
can the masses of workers be laid hold of and influenced,

Trade union unity is in many countries almost of greater prac-
tical importance than the united front of ®m rties. The im=-
mediate ecnomic effects of reastionary developments, the deep
différentiation in the trade unions give the best wvariants for
wprke - ' o o

b) systematic fractional work in all workers parties and
organizations, not only by the building up of fractions/ of
sympathizers there, but also by eventual sending in of really
firm elements, -
&) formation of cartels and bloecs with organizations who are
striving toward the goal of a new Communist party end Inter-
pitional, on a.clear principled basis with concrete practical
aims. . ‘

4) very special care and promotion of work among the youth,

¥y work in the existing youth organizations as well as bty
building and extending the existent youth organization.

e) amalgamations with such organizations on the basis of a =X
xlear Communist progrem, ' ' _
' £) In very specizl cases the entry of a whole section into ki
a centrist crganization mey prove to be useful to increase
our influence and spsed un the building of the 4th interm tiondk
ILP-England)..The dcclaraiion of this method as a panacea is
factually the declaration of bankruptey of the policy pursued
until now, the liguidation of the independent orgemigation, the
effect as well as the ceuse of a complete demoralization. This
policy must be most sharply rejected. ' ‘

The already propesed entry of the French Ligue into the SFIO
to spread ocur influence would not only actually lead to the
liquication of our influence and to agctual capitulation in
France, but also to the discrediting and disintegrating of the
whole ICL just ab the momert when, srowing steadlly, LG sees
the very greatest perspectives anc Lasks beiore iv. Thorcush -
examination cf tis question, which is a matter of life and
death for the whole ICL, the immediate, energetic rejection :
o This orientatvicn 1€ urgently necessary so that the ICL does
not. lose a second in utilizing the grandiose new possibili ties,
instead of falling into decline,

A proper understanding of the newly created situation and a
serious execution of the above outlined measures will in con-
Junction with the restrengthening of the fevolutionary farces
in namerous ccuntries make possible consider able advances on
the road to the Ixkiz fourth Internati ondl mXPaxtwwxx and effect-
ual preparatory EExemmax measures for the decisive conflicts
between the bourgeocisie and proletariat,

-=~NC of the German Secti on ‘
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*%% fio Trus Balaxce Sheet OF THE Discussion***

In Bulletin Nos & (no. 11), comrade Videl = ddenly draws a bal-
arce shect of the discussion now going on. This balance sheet
in rcality carnot be drown except by cur National Conference.
But the faot taat comrade Vidal hurries to make ore up before-
herd, shows that, in his opinion, it is Hecessary to#draw TR
spralusions in advance of the National Confer ence. ihq goiit-

ing aot of Comrades Mclinier anl Frank in seizing Verite and
the administration two wezXs before the National Condzierice
provide tie. gonolusieon,

Here we wish to answer the srguments which comrade Videl opposes -
to our position,
1) We will lsave aside the fact that comrede Vidal aytacks
. gomrades Naville ard Bauer personally. In reality, he 1
making charges.against the (C and the posl tion t&ken by its
mejoritys Ihis is &1l the mere important to emphasize, in=-
asriach as comrale Vidal has been for sex months a?taoking wi th
renewad vigor the aciion of the League, during which period
~ the CC =¥t has been unarimous in its actions.

2) Accorfling to Vidal, we nave-been brought to the present state
of affeirs beeause of the absence of fractional work in the SP,
Because of "fear of the masses,” of courses "The ocogrades in
charge of this work have done nd hing." To look at things from
a formal viewpoint, tha accusation f#lls directly on thie head

of Molinier, vh o had been designated as respcrsible for tais
work and who hal in his hands all ¥kcuemezwms the means for suc=
cess. But this is not the question. What is realy iavolved is
that two different doncentiocns of work in the refcimist ranks
are confronting @aci othei, AT tnat Time comrale Vilal said
nothing, nor &id the IS, nor did snyone in the internaticnal
organization. The conception defended by comrade Molinier was
that it was nedemsary to send all the living forces of the
League inte the SP., Ours was TaaT militants werc not to be

sent in from outside except in singuler cases, but that we xkmwk
should rely on the léftward current and on contaets gradually imd
~built up inside. '

N

Practically the question was never thoroughly aired xrsiiwroox
and this is one of the reasons for the insufficiency cioour
.work in this field. DNevertheless, our relations with the SP
in general (adult smd youth) have been transformed diring this
period and our influence can be,seen from the brochure pub-
lished against by Pivert. On this point, vhy does comrade
Vidal g to stch e ins to separate the gins of the young Len-
inists and the activity of the Ligue?
Has there, howeber, been a year of "watchful waiting?" To say
this is to ignore in a disingenucus feshion the intermati onsl
- efforts toward the orgenizatien of the Fourth InfTernafional and
the internationd results of these efforts. Now this is the
heart of the questinn. At the moment of proposing to practic-
ally dissolve the League inside of the SP, is there nothing to
say on this subject? Come, the protagonists,of entrance tnbo
the 2nd International should be frank: they consider that the
negative experiment of the "bloe of four" imposes on us a red-
igel change of tactic legitimitized, so tn speak, by the French
situation. When one wants kill onel’s dog, cne says he is mad.
3) Have the present & fforences a principled nature? The CC had
adopted a resolution (proposed by Molinier amd vnanimously ad-
opted) according to which the d@ifferences &id not have a prin-
cipled nature. Buib for Vidal the differoences "with o mrade
Naville™ had a principled nature, Why only with comrede Neville?
Comraode Naville didno more than defene the majority of the CC
as Vida well knews,

What gives to the present disagreements their prineipled nature,
is not at 211 the pretended opposition of abstract pronagandism
to the Bolshevist spirit, bput the fact that since the opening
of the Bky®armwikwy discussion tle partisans of entrance into the
SP have not failed to dfclare that they would make this step de-
Bplte and against everything. iIn order to-legsitimize this
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"positish 1a the Thoe of ail'the rhots, the "raturnérd™ have:
accumilated & series of mutually contradictory arguments amd
have been intent on demoralization and defeatism. Thus their

- .position has beocme false in principle., There are many nuances
‘among them. Some of them (Frank) are politically demoralized,
others discouraged, some overcome by naivete, etec, All the
arguments given differ, but they dll lead to a common affirm-
ation: the Lesague is bankrupt 2s an indepnendent orgsmization,
All the Subtitins do not rativer: this 1s the basic argument

of the "returners", Ves, there is a prind pled difference with
this position! Because whoever identifies the paucity of re-
sults thus far with the organizational bankruptey of the Fourth
International, prenates for a certainty his own defeat within

- ..%he Social Democraox2 - . :

4) Vical next mekes a summary of the "inbkansi geance" of the CC
which, for the purposes of his argument, he identifies with
comrade Naville, Weakening of criticism of the SP, diplomatic
maneuvers "around the bureaucracy of the SP" refusal to coreate
& fraction within the SP - this is the summary,

Vie disagree with Vidal on these points. 1t is nto a question

of trying to avoid criticésm. The entire orgamization has made
1t and will continue to make it. Butbt we affirm that Vidal gives
us nothin but a gemeral phrase and no facts or precise criticism.
HBe goes so far as to mxmekm state that we refused to oreate e
.fraction which is entirely untrue; and still more, refused xxx
"in order not to spoil relations with the burecucratsi™

There is in Vidal's series of charges, repeated in several
communications, a wildness on this subject, without a shadow
of evidence, which is not very reassuring.

To affirm that the line of the ILeague during the past six months
has been distinctly in opposition to that of the SP. After Feb,
6th in comrade Franks brochure (aside from the question of arming,.
which was corrected in Verite), before the SPcongress and after,
in the negotiations for a united front, in the policy of the
united front committees, in the contacts with the SP militmts
and branches; we nover heased to fight to rescue from the reform-
ist stupor those cle ments sympathetic to us. The proof is to be
found in the increase of the sale of Verite, especially amongs
socialist workers. Those who talk of not hing but the decline

of the League should not have frrgotten that the eirculation

of the naper has more than doutled in this period.

Vidal concludes that for six months there has been a "vacuum

of intransigence, of a literary circle." This crude simpli-
fication in no way corresponds to the truth. &nd in any case, kx
how can "returnists" talk of progress when they propose to

enter the Sccond International in order to escape a "literary
vacuum?" Here, then, is this "precious capitall™ After you have
explained to the SF workers that you have joined them because
where you-were 1t was a "literary vacuum" you will be well ,
armed indeed to capture the party of Blum and Frossard and Piverty

No, bhis characterization is just gotten up for the occasion.

We entirely reject it.

5) Vidal next affirms - making his own deductions - that"comrade
Nav1}le desires at any costs to prevent revolutionary work
within the SP." This is a gratuitous effimmation which hitis not
only comrade Naville but the entire *E(CC.

The work in the ranks of the SP must be organ ized; pushed,
multiplieds This is the convietion of the CC. The work done

up to now, even if it is modest, gives an important basis Hr x -
future work. Viddl ridicules this proposition in saying that -
comrade Naville (againil) and others‘(?? proposes to create a
fraction wi thin the SP only bby having them keep their own "indew
pendence," "This means: to leave averything as it was before."
But 211 this not mean very much, Neither Naville nor other com-
ra@eﬁ propose tg mintain "their®infevendence, It is the CC

walch proposes to_renitain the independeut orgam izaticnal exist- :
gauc_of the Leame,  Well < Why dces @ is mcan leaving everything
as 1t was befure? Is i% mot perhsps also pos&ible that ertrance
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into the social demooracy will "leave everything as it was
~ before?" The victory of our ideas w thin or outside the SP
- depends on our energy. ' ' . »

6) Comrade Viéal proposes already to the Leugue a "declaration"
of entrance into the SP. The role of this declarstion is very
nodest, he says, Let us rather say that inoorxreomockior X3
the comrades who have Gecided to break with the League in order
7 ik ornnoaoremek to enter the social dsmooracy
play at modesty im order to get in; that's mors correct. i
effect, Jjust as the entrance of the Leapue cen have no other
real meaning tha the hankruptoy of the Leages (which even the
nost confused of all "returners" sense), the greatest wisdpm ;
is to declare to Blum andPaul Faure, that "we. are ready to learn
through common experiences.” Or even better, not to meke any
declaration at a1l1} ‘ '

Moreover this is just what the "returners" mean. Here in effect
is what their resulution presented to the Paris branch stated:

"To sum up, we must now enter the SP, each comrade individuallt
Joining that branch where he has a chance of winning a quick
following; once inside we must popularize within and on a nati onal
scale our revolutionary program momt with the perspective of be-
coming the le ading current of the French proletariat,”

Thus the entire problem of the new party is shuffled out of
sight. It will be enough for these comrades to enter thus
in order rapidly to undo the progress accomplished in one year.

7) Continuing his balance sheet, Vidal envisages already the
question of international control on the fraction set up by the
Bolshevik-Leninists within the sbeial democracy.

Bt is truly remarkable that the question of internattonal col-
laboration which has been practically rofused to the League in
recent months, now comes to the foreground., On its part, the

CC is quite dedided to place before the entire ICL the question
under discussion here. It Gesires that before exercising its

¢ ntrol, the IS particularly eollaborate in the solution of the
question itsdaf, Vidal demands an example of la ck of inter-
national collaborati on? Here is one eclsar enoush: for a month
and a half during which we have been carrying on our discussion,
the IS has not uttered the slightest exptession of opinioi

Every member of the League knows by the publication of the in-
ternal bulletin the exact situation of our relations with the .
IS. On this péint the IS hLas been unanimous until today,

Vidal proposes to publish the correspondence of our intermationsdl
orz:inization "insofar as it concerns'' the sub jeet of dur program
of actions We do nto fear any sort of denial and we invite the

IS bo publish the so-called corres pondence (leaving aside, of
course, the correspondence whieh we have published ourselves and =
which is all there is),

8) One more dragged in by the hai® on the subject of the ILP.
For the needs of his case, Vidal here attacks Jointly cornmrades
Bauer and Naville. As far comrade Naville is concerned, he was .
never against the perticipation of our English section in the I, -
L*P. Being ignorant of the conerete doncitions in England, he
reserved his opinion. Comrade Vidal knows this very wel., When
during a trip to Engiand, comrade Naville had examined the sit-
uation concretely, he stated that the best road would he to
work in the ILP. He did not, then, recognize the "falsity of
his former positi on." ’ . :

Vidal affirms next that it is "ridiculous" to Gifferentiste be-
tween the principles of the ILP and the SPF. (French Socidl ist
party)s What is ridiculous is to pose the question in this

way. Heraclitus said that everything is in sverything. But
even if we were to say that the 2nd and 3rd internationel, and
even the 2% , are full of centrist currents, this would not mean
at all that we cannot choose among these diverse currents,

The situation of the ILP is radie 1ly different from that of the
SPF. The "retumners" will not take long t¢ find this out. What
is useful in London is harmful in Paris, . .
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But now we want to ask comrade Vidal # gquestion: mioxocbmrmcxxx
" What position does he lay down for our Belgian, American and
Spanish oomrades (o gpeak only =7 _ mu

TQ”EEBEE qoosilons. Would there, for exmple, bé any principled
WITTcrence between the Belgian SP and the French SP? Between the
American SP and the ILP? ‘

9) There remains the question of split. This question practically
rests not upon phrases and threats, but upon the attitude of the
"returnists" group.

It remains for us to Tight so that it does nto bring teoo great .

sacrifices from the development of the proletarian venguard to-
ward the Fourht International of victory,. ’
P, Naville.

Nokk___okkok_ __okokok___kkk___kkok___ kokok

SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION

Our group has appointed me to formulaBe certain general
conclusions which we have arrived at on the basis of the infor-
mation in the internal bulletin of the League and other docyments,

1) Are the divergences ones of principle or of a purely
practical nature? In this general form the guestion is put
incorréctly. The divergences have arisen over a very important
question of tactics, but they have different roots in different
comrades, springing from different idcoloegicel premises, Thus,
for example, we maintain that the differences with Comrade
Georges (to the extent that there are differences) are of a
purely practical character and should be verified in the
process of applying the common policy. The differences with com,
P,N, are differencgs of principle,

2)Comrade Yeorges has undoubtedly presented the best
paper on the @ estion..Nine truths of his letter consist of facts
throwing light on the real situation ard not of general formulas
which might be applied equally well to Paris & or Honclulu.
Nevertheless, we feel that in comrade Georges! letter there is a
grave error 1in evaluating the dynamics and rhythm of the develop=-
ment. On the basis of a very intercsting analysis of the
National Council of the S.,F.I,0.,, G, shows that the mejority of
the Soclialist Party is still reformist, thet a significant
leftward trend may be found only in Paris and in the Youth So-
clalists, and therefore it would be "premature" to enter the S.P.
In answer to these claims we mmx¥xxmyx wish to say brieflys

a) Paris and the Young Socialists are today going
through the stage that the provinces will pass through tomorrow.
There 1s no need for us to guide ourselves by the situation in
the provinces. . ' : '

b) Paris and the Young Socialists are decisive fields
for the League, -

¢c) The party machine in the provinces (as in Paris)
is’ the old one, 1.60., roeformist, Still, this machine found
itself forced tc break with Renaudel and accept the united front
with Moscow. It 1s precisely the opportunist character of the
S.F.I.,0, epparctus which k best indicates the power of the pres-
sure from below, that 1s; the dynamics of the development, '
Comrade Georges 1s right when he says that entering the party
six days tco socn would mean mishandling the situation. Vie
must merely add that envering six days too late would mean running
it entirely. '

3) How shall we determine the right moment for entry and
the most reasonaeble form? By politlcal reconnoitering and by
actlvely establishing tle-ups with the Soclalists, discussing
political questions with them, etc.

A year has passed since we took the turn for a ncw

arty. One of the principal tasks assigned to the Leagie was
work on the inside of the S,F,I,0, What has heen accomplished
during the year in Paris? DNothing. The comrades in charge eof
this work have jot set up any relationships, have made no pre-
parations. On the contrary, they have opnosed the creation of

a frection in the S.F.I.O, tnis et 1s of maJor Impertance for
an understanding of the present difficulties, including even
difficulties of discussion, These same comrades who, during the
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‘past year, have opposed working insidé thé S,F,I,0, are now Ope
posed to our entering that body, In both cases they repear the
same’ generel -talk about "independence"., For them the fundamental
" thing sepms to be to remain independent of the working class,
the magses, the ¢hanges In the state of affalrs, of the whole
reality, These comrades substitute a monologue for sctual politi-
cal work emong the masses. Their politics follows the line of -
least resistance; it is politiegs of self-complacency disguised by
formulas of imaginery intransigsnce, ' -
_ We must demand that these comrades give an accéunting of
the work they were entrusted with doing in the S,F,I.0, and the
results of this work. The League and these comrades themselves
need such a report, and not general slogans! The report will
show that these comrades are afraid of the maesses, are afraid of
the difficulties connected with working among the masses, that
they want to preserve their "purity" by a kind of self-isolation,
That is why they remain unchanged through all the changes in the
political siltuation. The psychology of passive walting which
exlsted before the prmpwxmd proposal of entry into the S.F.I,O.
was a powerful brake on the development of the League, especlally
during the past year. This psychology 1s now in glaring contra-
diction to the whole situation in this country and in the working
class, o :

4)The enly differences which are serious, important and
frultful are those which arise from the pressure of major events
and changes in the state of mind of the masses., The same trailts
of abstract propagandism which were to.a certain extent irnwitable
in the iInitial perloed of the League's development (before the
Germen catastrophe),and which have mére and more checked the
. work during these last years, have new definitely taken on a re=-
actionary character and in the present turmoil of events thréaten
to lead the League to total ruin, It is particularly now that we
must put up a pitiless fight against abstract, passive propagand=-
ism, against a policy of waiting. Along this line the differences
are certainly differences of principle, although the exponents
of the conservative tendency have not yet drawn the necessary
ideological conclusions from their position.

5) Comrades P,N., Bauer, and certain othsrs whe think as
they do, assume ths cloak of "ideclogicel intransigence”., Hew=-
ever 1in actuality, in the present policy, things are quite diffe-
rent. Let us consider the stand taken by "Verite" after February

6th.During the entire time "Verite" adopted itself politically

to the SFIO, In his letter P.N, says:"Several documents sent to
the C.C. indicate that for the past six months we have been fol-
lowing a seml-socialist line,.But here is the conclusiont since
you have"adapted" yourselves so well to the SFIO, why not enter

thet group?"

Remarkable logict

‘ This declaration is the crux of P,N,'s letter, It throws
a brilliant light eon the real progress of the preparation of the
divergences and at the same time reveals the non-dialectical,
abstract, journalistic thinking of Comrade P,N, Yes; in a whole
series of letters and conversations we did eccuse Comrade P.N,
end others of obscuring (toning down, blurring) the differences
with the SFIO, of not openly stating the fundamental questions
of the revolutionery struggle, of risking the transformation of
the League into & left wing of the SFIO, We stand by this cri-
ticism without modification, even today, Members who insist
upon formal independeonce are always inclined to capitulete before
the reallty when it treads upon their %toes, The adoptioa of the
League to the SFIO has found symbolic expression in very recent
heppeningss in reply to the proposal that we enter the SFIO, the
political bureau decided to manage bg obtaining the flcor for a
representative of the League at fhe National Council of the ,
SFIOL!! Here again they displayed their penchant for purely dip-
lomatlc negotiations with the heads of the SFIO, without any
serious attempt to penetrate the mass base of the organizaticn.
(We are not speaking of the Young Socialists, among them real
work has been done). We must carefully consider what the inirane
sigence of Comrede P,N, and the others has consisted of during
the past six monthkss : : ,
a) external wealkening of criticism of the SFIO,
b)diplomatic maneuvers with the SFIO bur @aucrats.

: ¢) refusal to creacte & frasiicn inside the SFIO
(because they did not want to spoil trelr relations wiil the
bureaucrats?

There, you have the reel plcture of the 1clations
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of the "intransigenta" with the SFIO during the past six months,
so crowded with events. No general slogen, no gesture can change
the political meaning of thkls picture which demonstrates the
emptiness of an intransigeance that i1s factional, or, worse still,
literary, Until comrade F.N, and the others arrive at an under-
standing of their own history during the last six ménths, they
will got move one step forward in their depelopment. '

6) When we enalyzed the rotten policy of the Anglo-Russian
Committee, the Staliniste gaids "You sre opposed to working in ‘
the unionsi™ We replieds "We are opposed to adventurous maneuvver-
ing with the leadersihips, but in favor of worlking with the mcember-
ships" “‘here, it is true, we werc concerned with unions. But
we can give & similar iilustration with regard to parties, We
denounced Walcher for his political complicity in the Trenmael
case, At thc same timo we says "If any revolutionary group c&n
kmrm® enter the N AP, for revoluticnary work anong the masses, 1t "
is the duty of that group to do so, and they will have our support.
: We have criticzized passive edaptetion to the offliclal
policy of the SFIO and at the same time we have apheld actlve
participation in the internal 1life of that body, the bullding
of en internal fraction. In principle that does not differ at
all from entry into the SFIO, Comrade PN sess a contradiction
here. Isn t that absurd? Under the influence of that false posi-
tion he has taken, the perspectives and retrospect are distorted
for him, just as they always ars in such cases,

7) It would of course be incorrect to attribute the "soft"
diplomatic line of "Verite" dmring the last six months of the
year to an error on the part of a few comrades, The truth of the
matter is that the League has sudderly ccme under the great
pressure of events. The same causes which forced the SFID bureau=-
cracy and the Stalinists to accept the slogan of the united
front have suggssted to the leadsrship of the League, consclously
or unconeciously, the fear that they would find themselves left
quite outside cf things, and since there was the chance of gotting
the floor and selling thelr putlications through the SFIO, there
arose the hope of mana%ing the latter, of adopting themselves to
that body. ghe League's place in the workingckss movement was
more clearly and seriously decided by this policy of "Verite"
then by all the talk of imaginary intransifence, <‘he unfortunete
thing 1s that the leadership ylelded unconscicusly to the events
and only gropingly adapted itself tc the new situation, This
experience has cleerly and forcefully shown up the fictien of
organizational independence and verbal intransigence in the face
of great historic developments, when the masses begin stirring.

8)When we criticized comrade P.N, and others for their
adaptation to the SFIO, we did not at all consider that we were
confronted with irreconcilable contradiections threatening a
split. We do not think so now, sither, But the situation becomes
tremendously more dangerous inasmuch as comrade P.N., growing
convinced of the total failure of passive adaptation.fzom
without, wishes at all costs to prevent revolutioncry work from
within., The progress of events now permits no delay to any of us,
and particularly not to comraede PN, We must boldly and resolutely
judge what cur previous course was and start moving on the new road,

- 9) “t 1s true that now comrade P.N, and ~thers gencrously
offer to créate a fraction inside the SFIO, while preserving
their own_"independence"., That means letting everything go on as
before, t means continuing to swin on the sand ins%teed of
venturing into the water. ere is only one way to save the
”intransigentsg fer the revoluti~nary movementt force them to geot
into the water up te theilr necks,

10)ISx there not a danger that the cemrades adepting

themselves from the outside to the SFIO policy will complotely
lose their political identity if they enter the SFI0? The
question cennot be put in that general form. A certaln diffe-
rentiation will inevitebly be produced; a certain position of
the ccmrades may abandon our ideas, The experience of all
countries shows that the ores who arc most prone to lose their
identity in tho cpportunistic milieu are yesterday's ultimatists,
But 1t would be absolutely incorrect to extend this fear to the
League 1in 1ts entirety or evsn to all our present opponents in
the League. ; ,

- To our mind, the ve:ry possibvility of bringing up the
question of entry into the SFIO springs from the fact tnat iun
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the body of the League we have serlous cadres. If we delay too
long in epplying the yeast to the dough, 1t wlll go_sour on us
end be wasted. That is the danger threatening the lLeagne. Look

et the Bordiguists with their famous "Report" which should really
be named the "Zero-Report",

11)Certain comrades are inclined to shift the center of

gravity to the question of the "declaration"., Soms of them have
in mind a declaration that would make entry into the SFIO
impossible, Others are inclined to see in the delcaretion a ta=
lisman that will protect them from all dangers, In reality, the
role of the declaration is very modes, It must showdk

a)that we are not giving up our ideas,

b}that we are ready to-learn from joint activity.

¢} that we will fight for our ideas on the basis

- of democracy of the party. ’ '

d)that we will maintain discipline, _
The declaration must be drawn up so as to win the confidence of
Socialist workers and make it very difficult for the réactionary
SFI0 bureaucracy to decide on non-admission of the League.

: 12) Aside from retaining our ideology, the only way we
can ka¥g keep the Bolshevik-loninists from dissolution once they
are inside the SFIO is by means of great cohesion, creation of a
fractional body, adaptation to new working conditions and inter-
national control, We must direct all our efforts to that end,

13) Internatiocnal control must be understood in 1its
broad sense, without limiting it to the International Secretariat,
The exchange of mmk¥k publications and information, international
discussion should not be weakened, but developed and reinforced.
1t is true that Comrade P.N, presents the matter as 1f the
international organization had prevented (}) the League from
working, particularly during the elaboration of the program of
action, Comrade P,N, does not and cannot bring forth the slightest
proof of his assertion. We propose to Comrade P.N. that he
publish (only in the International Bulletink if need be) all the
correspondence devoted to the elaboration of the program of
action as well as the general policy of the League during the last
six months, A piece of work of this kind donw in good falth ‘
would show the enormous importance of our international organizae
tion as such, and would incidentally refute the definitely ine
correct and prejudiced assertions of Comrade P,N,

14) The lack of a real ideological position on the part
of Comrades Bauer and P,N, appears most plainly on the Qquestion
of the I.L.,P. Bauer was in favor of the entry of the British
section into the ILP from its beginning. P.N, was against this,
but after histrip to England, having become aware of the actual.
situation at first-hand, he recognized the incorrectness of his
original position. To set up an 1debloglcal difference between
the ILP and the SFIO, especially the latter's Parisian organiza-
tion and the Young Socialists, is simply ridiculous. Nelther
PN nor Bauer has made any attempt to explain the difference
in their ideological stand with regard to England and France.

However, the experience of the Britigh cection, on & small
scale, 1s highly instructive. The "majority", maintaining its
"organizational autonomy". actually finds itself in a state of
constant internal xkeigr strife and division. Certain lecaders
have left the organization altogether. On the other hand, the
"minority", which entered the ILP, has maintained its internal
solidarity, its connection with the international Bolshevike
Leninists, made large use of the publicatlons of the League in
America and has had a series of successes inside the ILP, We
must learn from the example. '

15) Certain comrades threaten a split in case the new line
is adopted. That shows their lack of seriousness with regard to
the things that unite us, the ideas and tactics we have in common,
elaborated in the courss of eleven wars of a great collectle
work on an international scale., We must cf course do everything
possible to avoid a split, even the withdrewal of a single group.
Every comrade 1s valuable to us, for he can and should hecome an
officer in the proletarian army, But it would be ridicalcrs and
unworthy of us to be afraid of threats of withdrawal., i~ Lave
seen withdrewds of this kind before end we know i how thev have
ended up., Dear as our comrades arec to us, the development of the
organization is unmcesurably deerer %o us, There is ne room for
hesitation} : : '

: --fug, 6,1934 ~--Vidal
v , L T
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STATEMENT BY WEBER, C, L. A,

Dear Comrades,

I have followed with close attention the events transpiring
in France particularly since the February days and yx the unfold«
ing of the general economic crisis, The growing threat to the
French proletariet of the bid for power of fascist reaction con=
taining within it at this time consequences of such mcment to the
workers of the erntire world, that one must of necessity rivet
one's eyes on the course of events, and give the best of one's
judgnment in the matter of peolicies proposed by the ¥ venguard for
achieving the defeat of reaction and the march ®© power of the
proletariat, .

The unprecedented nature of the present situation demands
that we give ourselves a clear account first as to its nature,
secondly as to the time elements involved, thirdly the state of
mind and the direction of motion of the masses, fourthly our own
forces and their roots in the masses, and finally the conclusions
that must flow of necessity from such an analysis as to a course
of action,

Looking back over the defeats of the world proletariat since
-the death of Lenin, one may characterize the past decade as one
of recegssbn of the revolutionary wave and of the viectory of reac— -
tion. ver the entire world, but more particularly in Zurope,
omitting the Soviet Union, therc sprcads the cancer of decay,
fascism, from one country to the other. Drring the past few
yeers, 1t 1s reasctionary capitalism that has bsoen shown "how 1t
1s done" in the establishing of oné blocdy dictatorship after
the other. The French proletariat, threatened next, carnot look
to the workers of the neighboring countries.~Germany,Poland,
Italy,ete.~-to aild them at least by neutralizing the efforts of
their bourgeois governments to help the French bourgeolsie against
its working class, Nor nesed the French workers expect any aid .
from the Scviet Unlon-~tha Gsrman events tecstsed that possibillity
once for all, &ngd the French capitalists kncw this as well as the
workers,--as the “ermans did not. We speak here of course of
the period during which the political crisis will be resolved
and the problem cf power settled,

We cannot loock for precedsnts and immediate guidance,
obviously, to the Russian Revolution. Thsre the entire economic
system, and with it the state superstructure, had suffersd
complete collapse. ' #nd this collapse had occurred after defeat
in war when the masses were fully armed, It was this fact of
the utterly attenuated powcr of the ruling class and the sxlse
tence of a relatively weak capitalist class that permitted .
history to present, thru the Bolshevik Party, a "elassic"
instance of o smell -independent Marxian' Party gaining the hege-
mony ¢f the workers and toilers ir the Soviets, But then toc
Lenin s Party had the experience and the prestige of a whole
generation of struggle behind 1t ard had deep roots among the
masses 1in consequence. It 1s idle to speclalizec as to the
effect on Leninist strategy and tactics had some Kerensky or
other succeeded in eatablishing a powerful Bonapartist regime
in Russia, And yet we know that Lenin, with his face always
turned to reality and with no classic scheme of first establishing
and building in linear or straight-line fashion the pure Marxian
Party, strongly urged the British C.P. to join the Lahor Party
when he felt that the masses were in motion and leaderchip could
be won away from-the reformists by a pE properly conducted
struggle from within the ranks, .

‘'The Doumerge government is a pre-fasclst Bonapartist govern-
mentq Having obtained power by a species of coup d'etat and an
outright subjecting of the bourgeois parliamentary system to its
owm purposes, 1t conducts 1tself with more assurence, more bruta-
lity than the Bruening regime in Germany sver dared., We note,
for example, how the Doumerﬁue,government disﬁosed of half the
budget for the armed forces wlthout authority"” end without any
attempt at disguise, This military-pclize government of
Doumergue~Chiappe~Tardicu is more completely conscious not merely
of its alms but of the methods to be adopted to echieve these
aims thanwere the similar Italien and Gsrmen rcgimes. In the _
light of "modern instences" it will require far less time to come
to the point of opening up its complete and undisguised attaczk
on the proletariat than elsewhere, Tardieu has already iIndiceted
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his readiness for "the day" by his attempt to precipitate a
cabinet crisis which would throw the issue into the streets, as
Herriot publicly stated shen he expleined why he dared not quit
the cabinet. In shoet, we must realize with the utmost zmem '
clarity that the time is short in France, that in the nature of
the case with the previous examples as modsels, the stages of
struggle will be foreshortened in France. 7This i1s just as true
of the workingclass movement, the masses realizing instinctively
that their forces also must be s¢ more rapidly in motion if

they are to defend themselves, The lessons of ‘ermany and Austria
made it possible to achieve the United Front of the SD and the

CP in a comparatively brief period after the threat of fascism
appeared, And in itself this unites more closely the forces of
reaction and quickens the pace of the strugpmle, Even the
blunders of the Stalinists are confined to hriefer periodss note
for example the repetition of the period of the "Red Referendum"
in the Februery days., The time slement thus takes on a character
of declsive importance in all our calculations so that a strategy
and tactics that might appeal as correct in an epoch during which
events move slowly and normally, become inapplicable and lose
contact with reality in a period of rapid tempo of development,
Time is of the very essenca of things so that we are required to
accomplish tasks feor which we had formerly given ourselves ample

" perspective in the briefest possible times, And in no sense is

the” time element undsr our control, we ere forced to adapt our=
selves to events as rapidly as they shape themselves, In a pre-
revolutionary (or counter-revolutionaryl) period all experlence
teachds us the need for rapid transformation cf outlook and :

policies, to keep pace with the speed of the dialectic movement
of events,

“t 1s the quickened development of ths masses that has made
it mandatory on all parties, from the extreme right to the extreme
left, to define in new terms their aims end policies., ©One of the
inevitable signs of a pre-revolutionary period is the splitting
of parties over the shaorpening 1ssues involved in a political
crisis. By this process the two mejor camps begin te separate
themselves out for a decisive battle. Confronted by the growing
crystallization in society of the dual power crdinerily dormant
therein, the teaders are forced more and more to show theilr true
colors, be 1t at one stage or the other of the strugele; they are
forced to take decisive stands on one side of the barricades or
the other. That is what is teking place now and what will conti-
nue to take place as the crisis moves towards a culminating.

As the masses move they tend to throw off and sweep aside all
hindrances. The dirsction of motion depends not only on events

but on the leedership given by the workingecless parties that are
rooted in the masses, to whom the workers have becoms accustomed

to look for guidance. The shift tc the left and the transfer of
forces that gees on rapidly then becomes a matter of presenting
correct policles from within the ranks 'of the workerd organizations,

Since cur complete break with Stalinism we International
Communists have had as cur perspective the creation of new revo-
lutionary parties in all countries, the parties of the Fourth
International, We have never becn under any illusions that we
ourselves constituted these parties. On the contrery, it has
been our effort everywhere to gather together the various groups
and tendencies repelled by the 2nd and 3rd Internationals and
moving in the revolutionar% direction. We have attempted to guide
these groups towards us. e have }ooked for recrults for the
new parfy to the Centrists spliteff from the SD, to the left
elements mR inside tne SD, to those in the Stalinist ranks becoming
increasingly disgusted with the criminal pelicies of Stalinism,
Our recruiting power, recognized, depended on our independent
actlvities in the class struggle, on our contacts in the unions,
on our mass work, Our influence has 1in one sense been quite
incommensurate with the smallness of our forces, But this lack
of forces has meant a slowness in making headwsg , particularly
in rooting ourselves in workingclass organizations, The meagre
cadres at our disposal now with their limited experionce cannot
possibly expect to achieve guldance of huge masses of workers and
toilers in a brief space of time, If we havée streesed the impore
tance of the independent revoluticnary party, its decisive role in
& revolutionary crisis, that does not make of our small groups
this party., True we havs the proper policies, we are at present
the only Marxian vanguard,--but we would be blind te consider
that the masses will turn to us for leadershlp in oir present form
of organization., What is our recruliting power for the next year
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or so, assuming that we have even that much time? We are stll 1
unrooted in the masses and play very little of an independent °
role. Even where workers, often enough, agrée with our point of
view, they feel thet we have remained a sect, that they had
better remain to fight for correct policies in the larger, more
successful® parties,. No, we must set down impersonally end
clear-sightedly that we ars not prepared to play the role of a
gulding force in the irmediate future from within the confines of
our present status. But than that weans, in view of the decisive
events that stand on the order of the day in France that we are
in mortal danger of bsing cormpletely Llsvlated frem the revolutlonary
masses, that ws may cegenerate into a sectarian group of “"purists",
divorced c¢ompletsly frum actlon and reality., 4And the SD and CP
bureaucracies will meke, are meaking, every effort to isolate us
from tho arena of action. It must be our aim to prevent them
from succeeding--and thereby preparing for the betrayal of the
French workers,

The move, due to.the pressure of masses of workers in fact,
for organic unity of the two major parties, in that case becomes
for us the crucial test as to whether we shall take the road of
actlon or remain a sect, From the Verite we gather that at
United Front meetings the 1dea of orgenic unity has met with a
tremendous response., Shall we ignore that fact? We criticize
the Stalinists quite corrcctly for their trend towards capltula=-
tion 1n this move, we might even show that the éntire history of
Stalinism leads inevitably to such capitulation, But 1t would be
secing the trees and losing sight of the wocds indesd to characte=-
rize the pressure of the masscs for orgenlc unity in the present
desperate situation as reactionary because the Stalinists are
reactionary, What about the SD workers? Would this not be a step
forward for them,--to welcome the "left" wing intc their ranks?

We characterize both thése parties as Cenftirist parties at the
present time, It is obvlous that the two bursaucracles of these
Centrist parties, wishing to keep their burecsucratic control and

to derail the working class in its leftward trend towards the

road to power, are placing themselves at the head of a movement

in order to betray it. But what kind of a platform, what policies
will be put forth es the basis for unity? Already there are clear
signs that the attempt will be made to confine the party within
the framéwork of bourgecis demccracy. But a rnew, even bureaucratlce,
platform, will require the approval of the workers of both parties,
will not only permit but demand discussion, Can there be any

doubt that the resal revolutionory workers of both present partles
will present for discussion demands ol their ownt In shert, we. .
have here in truth the making of a new party, in which at the _
start, owing to the necessity of a ratifylng convention, all points
of view will have to be pzrmitted expression. It may even be )
that the Stallaists as is their wont, will attempt under the
circumstances to "put over® scme of the ideas of the Bolshevike
Leninists, (We do not own or control these ideas, Comradesl) of
course, in perverted form. £&nd we rmst rot permit them to be '
perverted} If we do not endorse and demand admission to such a

. party,:then we permit the two bursaucfacies to close the ranks =
. in short order and to cut short the time of open and free discussie:

_ Lt 1s of course possihble that we may not be admitted in any
ccase assuming that tne two parties actually carry thry their
merger, Certainiy it is not pcssible for us to come in as an
independent negotiating force, To play any part in the discussion -
we must enter immediatoly into one or the other of the two major
forces. Which one 1s of no consequence, The SD would offer less
 resistance and more possibility of success. Do wa then lose our
independent rcle? We can only enter provided we are permitted to
join as an independent fraction, with our cwn press, given the
right within the discipiine of the SD to agitate for our own point
of view, : '

It 1s the aim of the fascist forces to first =@ of all .
isolate and crush the real HMerxians so that they cannot :
influence the messes. That 1s the meaning of the attack on Comrade
Trotsky for one thinrg, For the Internationalists to remain iso-
lated from the masses, without strong suprort in the workingclass
organlzations, means to facilitate this vask of reaction., Under
the present circumstances, even fi-om this point of view, which
is not presented as belng at 8il cenisive, 1t is necessary to
protect the vanguard by eniicting the support of the orgarizations
of the workingclass., <as defanses of the vanguard and ¢ Comrade
Trotsky is of vital importancs to the French proleteriac wucsgilte



ey

Page 18,

the fact that this proletariat 1s not aware of the fact in the
sense that we xem Marxians are, That defense has been up to now
relatively weak in France as elsswhere. But in the shortest
space of time that could become a central 1issue of the class
struggle, In Frace, particularly with the formation of a new
party., It 1s no accident that this in itself would indicate the
progressive character of the movs for orgenic unity. The fascist
forces will give us 1little time. It 1s necessary to act firmly
and unanimously and to meke our discussions as ¥m brief as
possible in view of the immediacy of the threat,

Assuming that Thorez and Blum cen reach an agreement, what
will be the aspect of things tomorrow? To ignore the moods of
the masses would be absiutely fatal., Can there be any doubt
that such a party would have enormous recruiting power, attacting
all those revolutionary elements who take this unity to mean the
preparation for real struggle, and as tho guarantees of success in
the struggle? Any force then which remains outside to act as
critic will be viewed as unwilling to enter inte the fight and
will be pushed aside, correct pclicy or no correct policy. From
our point of view it would seem that there is no other .cholce,--
that we must choose the progressive read of organic unlity, the
road of participation in the mess struggle which will help to
resolve any contradictloens,

There remains the question of the international effect of
this mevement in France. Certainly the situation is noet the same
in those countries that have not yet witnessed the triumph of
fascism. Nor is there for this very reason the urge € the maasses
pushing towards such a concluslon, Our ferces elsewhere remain
for the moment "igtact" but we do not ignore the implications
for the future, t can be reckoned hewever that the results of
the French experiénce will open up new variants, Gilven a cerrect
orientation of the LO and a correct participation in the revolu=
tionary struggle against fascéism, there can bo né doubt of the
enhancement of the prestige of the IO everywhere, of the strengthen-
ing of 1ts recrulting power, <+t does net follow that we must
pursue the same tactics now or necessarily orient our sections
everywhere for the same policy. Yet such a merger carried out
in Prance creates a predisposition in favor of the same kind eof
mergers Given the develepment of the same situation--and we see
this on the way in America too,--here, we are prepared to pursue
the same policy that we urge on our French cemrades., The events

"in France will undoubtedly, however, bring about an entire change

X of situation, At present the interests of the Fronch proletariat,
of the Prench Revolutien meke mandatory that we hall the move for
erganic unity and put ourselves at its service. Our interests can
be none other than these of the French Revolution, '
--New york, ~=-Aug.20,1934
et 3 el
W3S

MOTIONS OF FRANCE BY ABERN, C,L.A,

1) To accept the statement of comrade Weber as the basis of
our attidude on the situation in France, and to enter his state-
ment into the minutes} oh the basis thersof, "

2) To endorse the proposal that the Communist League of
France endeavor to enter as a bloc into the Soclallist Farty of Franc

3) The attempts to enter the S.P, of France be conditione d ons
a)The right to join as an independent faction.
b)The right of maintaining of our own press, just as is’
permitted other groups in the French Socialist Party,
c) The right, within the discipline of the French S,P,,
to propaund the viewpoint of the Bolshevik-Leninists;
- for the maintenance of workers democraﬁy.'
4) To demand the admittance of the Communist “cague of
France into the united front movement now espoused by the the
Communist and Soclalist Parties of France.

5) Should a merger or erganic unity between the Stalinist
and Socialist Parties of France emerge as a result of the deve=
lopment & the present united front, it is comrade Swebeck's
conception (cf. his statement) that it must be the delimarate
ebject of the French Left Oppesition to engineer a spilt in this
merged party in order thereby to achieve a new Communist Party
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of France., This conception of the role of the Communist League

of France, in case it should gain admittance Into the French
Socialist Party as a bloc, is wholly falsc, He thereby concelves
our object in oendeavoring to join the French S,P, in the narrowest
gense of a maneuver aond fails to realize propsrly the gigantlc
objective factors which impel & move in this direction, and
further fails to realize the revolutionary potentiallities for the
Left Opposition in the event of sucn an orgenic unity.

It 1s wrong to regard ths united front between the Soclalist
and Communist Parties of Frence, even cn its present basis,
merely a3 & "buresucratic combinetion between two centrist parties",
as Swabeck's statement says,

Our object, if an organic unlty is achieved, must not be

' merely to drive for a split, assuming therevy beforehand Zaz a

othér

defeatist or minority viowpoint but on the contrary shall aim
more intengively to win the ranks of the merged party to the
Bolshevik-leninist program; thdat is, to strive, fer the support
of the majority of the members. In a situation of dynamic flux
of the class struggle, mass transformations of partles, as well
as splits, may be achleved, and that should be our alm.

The methods for the formation of new Communist Partiesand a
Fourth International cennot be determined a priori in its organi-
zational phascs, Objective or enviroenmental factors (status of
the labor movement generally and the position of capitalism eco=-
nomically and politically) and the subjective factors (particularly
ths relation of frces and influences of the Secial Democracy,
Stalinism, the other Centrist groupings and the International-
Communists internationally end in the respective countries) will
determine the means taken organizationally in their formaticne
It cannoct be settled in advance, if, for im instance in France,
an orgenic unity of the political parties should take place
because of mass pressure, whether the formation of the new
Communist Perty ond hense a secticn of the Fourth Internatiena 1
will teke place through the medium of a split, deliberately
aimed-for by us or otherwise, or through the medium of ths trans-
formation of such a party into the new Communist Party (that is,
1ts ranks won over to the views of the Bolshevik-Leninists),

The latter is preferable and to be sought, thereby corpelllng the
subscquent split to be the act of the secedinsg Hight Wing minority,
Howsver, thls is not the actual question of the dayl such a
problem can bte left open,

It must be recognized that, despite Stalinism and the SP,
the mmkmim achlevement of organic unity, after a periecd of
united front actions, between the SP and CP, even 1f temporarily
excluding the Belshevik-~Leninists, would be a progresslive step
at this state, represcnting the healthy will of the masses for
revolutionary unity.

While ccmrade Swabeck at this time only proposes a discussion

for the entry en bloc of the Spartacus- Youth Lsague into the
Young Peoples Socialist League of the United States, and therefore
there is time afforded for examination of the merits of this
proposal, it is our x opinion that such a proposal at this time or
in the immediate future is only a mechanical transplantation of
the situation in France to the United States and is not well
founded.

e
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RESOLUTION ON THE FRENCH QUESTION
BY EUGO OEELER, C., L, A,

The thesis cf comrade Trotsky and others, for the French

. League to enter the SFIO, the French section of the Second

Internatiovnal, is false, 1s detrimental to the interest of the
%rench xkxxuktam revolution, and to the International Communist
eague .
in essence this theslis means that we consider the road to the
Fourth Internationa, and the road to power to first lead through
the Second Intsrnational. Thoe entrance of the French section into

- the Second International lagys the basis for the entrance of the

sections and the dissolution of the International Cemmunist Leagues
~--not into Marxian _parties of the Fourth International, but into
either the Second Tnternatucnal or perties with the program of

2% International, o

The immediate denger of Fascism in Frahce and the absense of
a revolutiorary party calls for the continuation end strengthéning
of our INDEFENDENT embryo party in France and internationally,
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The short duration between now and the decisive battlé with
Fascism all the more calls for the Marxian ¥vanguard to guard
close its INDEPENDENT role because no revolutionary party exists,

To claim that the entrance into the Socialist Party of’
France 1s synonymoéus in overcoming isclation from the masses is
false to the core. There i1s more than one road that ledds to
the masses, and the most dangerous road and the road thet seldom
leads to the massesmics for the Marxists to enter the party of
reformism. It i1s not true that all the avenuss in the united
front has been exhausted, Even with the present united front
from the top between the leeders of the Second end Third Interna-
Tilond in France we have had gains. If this unity reaches the
stage of organic unity this all the more ca&lls for our independent
role in the class struggle, The maneuver to overcome isolation

. by entrance of Marxists into reformist parties and through the

~united steps are steps. But there is a more fundamental road away

from 1solation through proper internal organizationdl steps to
combined elementary propaganda with our theoretical base, to
combined faction work in the reformist organization with our inde-
pendent role and organigation and to subsidies the French sect;on.

No mayter how capable we are in maneuvering our forces in
the Socialist party, even keeping our faction intact and issuing
our own material the faect remains that when the world movement

 hears that the former Left Opposition have joined the Second

s

i

International in France, and the policy is bteing carried out %
other places as well, this will strengthen social reformism, Our
own forces and cur close sympathizers "may stay with us®™ but the
layers of workers will consider the SP a party of revolution,

The split of the SP of France is inevitable, We will be in a
more strategical positien if we have our organization outside as
an independent force ready to unite with t he split group where

we have a faction working inside,

- Our NEC not only endorses the false step hut has already
through Swabeck end Shachtmen advocated as a forerunner that
the Young Spartacus send its whcle Noew York section into the
YPSL, This meaéns dissolving the Y.S. Repercussions from the
French turn have not yet reached their depth in France, in the
United States, or in the world organization,

For the independence of the International Communist League
as a world embryo party, until they dissolve intec Marxian
parties of the Fourth International,

~--Sept 16, 1934
A HH S e .
$3t 33 3090 S35 :



21 Against Organic Unity--Against tlre Entry of the French‘LlEge‘
Into the'Fgfﬁ (French socialist Party) ##BY M, Glee, C.L.%,

"Not a soulful optimism, but intolerance,

vigilance, revolutlonary distrust, and

the struggle for every hand's breadth of

ofindepsndenco-~these are the basic quali-

tios of Bolsnevism."(Trotsky,S%rategy of

the World Revolution)
The orilentation for enterirg the French S.P, proposed by some of
our French comrades is based on the twofold proposiiion 1) that
we are a small, numerically insignificant force in the French
working cless movement and 2) that the bureeaucratic comolnatlon
masquerading as & united front, between S.,P. and C.P,. leaderships
which is heading toward organic wnity will isolate us completely
from the masses and thersby render impossible our influencing the
cource of events in France, Hence the solution is offered us--
before this organic unity is achieved--of entering the French SPe=-
(since 1t 1s a foregoéne conclusion that entry into the CP, because
cf its inner regime , is impossible). The argument presented 1ls as
followss By liquidating our independence 8s &n organizaticn and
entering the SP as a faction we will be enabled to particlpate in
the united front and Influcnce ite-in one degrse or another--be-
cause we will be part and parcel of a majority party within the
elready esteblished united front. We are to enter openly &as a
faction demanding the rights of a faction within Social-Democracy--
the right to our own peint of view, press, otc. ©Should the leader-
ship of the French SP reject us on that basls--then we shall °
resort to the tactic of applying to the locals--or what is tenta-
mount to the same thing--organic unity from below. Now there dare
some comrades=--particularly our NC majority who declare that entry
1nto the SFIO is a question separate and apart from organic unity.
In fact they condemn organic as reactionary and hail entry Into
the SFIO, That the one cannot be divorced from the other 1s at
least seen by our European sections--those for the entry or against.
It 15 also made clear in the statement of the IS where 1s says$
"Comrede G.(Gourov unquestionably) along with others thinks that
the time hes come for the French organization to take its place in
one of the two camps of the united front, werking for a probable
organic unity." Should orgaric unity between the two majecr
centrist parties of France come to be--it would unquestionably clear
the atmosphere for the revolutionary wing represcnted by the French
Commupist Ligue. At such a moment 'every hands breadth of indepén-
dence will be as oxygen to a person suffering from asphyxiation.

-

The comrades arguing for the orientation bring 'practical! reasons,
circumstances of events, peculiar national conditions-=~everything
but a theoretical premise fcr thelr orientatlion. "hen they do
resort to theorsticsg, 1t is to envince one by the method of extraes
neous analogy. It 1s argueds For a party the orientation would be
incorrect. %Vidal) But then we are nct a party. If we are not a
party then why the analecgics to parties who In the past

(allegedly) did what we are asked to do? These analoglies might
merit some attention if, were we a party, such an orlentaticn were
offered us., Then, for lack of scund Marxism, we would substitute
the method of legal precedence., #411 the thecrstics boildown to
the formulas Independent revolutiocnary partiss always maintain their
gﬁlitical and organizationel independence from all other pertles.

t for revelutionary organizations--propagenda groups (weak parties)
--revolutionary tendencies no such hard and fast rules apply. And
so in a couple of sentences the entire "Strategy of the World
Revolution™ is wiped out, annulled, obliterated. But than perhaps
there are some who think a new "Strategy" ought to be written,
Perhaps ours belongs in the museum of old Bolshevik-Leninists., I
de not think so.

. But then it's a practical question really, comrades, and not a
fundamentally thecretical one, at least that is the argument. So let
us follow the argument as presented by those in favor of the orien-
tation.

"This convergence of turns on the part of the apparatuses
‘bureaucracies) will have a progressive effect on the already
seething mass..." Only temporarily. Because the 1llusions of unity
--abstract unity--is always rife among the masses. These 1llusions
can be fought only--"egeinst the current" and not_with the current.
"The Ligue has tooted our conceptions in every pert of France and
1ts colonies., Therc are notw orkers districts in which our arennae
have not penetrated. But antennse are not enough." No--nor is
anything enough, It 1s a question here of keeping our antennae or
losing our bearling altogether.

W



:Zil "Only 12 members hold responsible posts in the Red Trede unions,
- None in reformist unions, There is no nationally centralized fac-

tion in the SFIO although we have militants active in 1t." Then
get into the reformist unions. Cet a nationally centralized faction
in the SFIO, "What will it (the Ligue) have when its main lever of
the united front will be wrested from its hands?" That question :
could be put with some justification to Brendler--Lovestons; but di-
rected at us it smacks of a serious misunderstanding of our very
reason for existence, "Lot the yoke of 'socialism in one country'! be
loosened and who can tell what will become of it(Stalinism)?" What
a sorry way to formulate a questicn with regard to Stalinism. Let
that yoke be loosened-~let Stalinism disavow Socialism in One .
Country--But Stalinism is Stalinism pricipally hecause it cannot and
will not disavow that, The question has as much loglc as would be
the questions Let but bureaucratic centrism loosern the yoke of i%s bu-
resucracy and of its centrism--and then where are we? Perhaps some-
where en Mars but not on terra firma. "To become a decisive magnetic
pole™ it is essential to "grow®, In other werds program, strategy,
platform that has 1ittle or nothing to do with beceming the"decisive
magnetic pole". Only quantitu is essential--not quality. "hat a
caricature of the Marxian dialsctic! What Bucharinist mechanisml
("Mass gquantity can be the result only cf principled quality"-Trotsky,
Int'l Bulletin new series #2)

The reference to the French Yigue being nothing but a group of Verlte
readers can well be saild of all our Leagues--of the Bolsheviks prior
te 1917 when it ‘was Iskra and its readers, Proletarii and its readers
-=not férgetting the revolutiocnary importance of Nashe Slovo and 1its
readers, The very posing of the question: To be or not to be--is
approaching the coming very serious cvents in France like Hamlet,
Somewhere in his works comrade Trotsky has already well polemicized
against political Hamletism. Now Vidal faces the events 1n France
and the future of our crganization with Hamlet s mental torment,

with Hamlet's broken spirited indecision, To be or not to be!l Re=-
volutionists never pose such questions for themselves, They know
only to bel "It i1s necessary to find a place for oneself within

the framework of the united front--that means within the framework

of the SFIO," What has happened to all our arguments against the
burlesking of the united front into a mergor of political tendencies,
into confusion of tanners, For us, it is now argned, the united

front means the 1liq idation of the organization into the Soclalilst
party, so tha§ being in the SP we will also be in the united front, .
Why was What Yaxt written?--the Only Road--The Stretegy of the World
Revolution. Why? But comrades it mus% be borne in mind that not even
Hamlet was born witn pessimism in his mouth. And document #2," in

the first French Bulletin, is wrltten by one whose point of departure
is only now--"to be or not to be,. "Is that not a capitulation
before the 2nd Internationalt" asks Vidal and he answerss "Such a
iomﬁhint.can be lodged withk much morc justice against the Stalinists,"
“et us take for granted that that is sc, <+t can be said with more
justice of the Stalinists. Dc¢=s not the very answer imply that it
can be said with some justice of us? Of course it does. And how
does that vindicete us? "We on our part have been ready to form a new
International with the SAP and the OSP" Yes, ""e were ready to form"
with themBARxamdxkxex®3® a new Internatienal on a Markian program--
but pot to enter into their centrist stream, "We urgently advised
our ritish comrades to enter the TLP, Was that capitulation?" No--
and who said anything about capitulation? There is more to Shakespear:
than "to be or not to be"., There is also# me thinks the lady doth
protest too much, _ .

One word on the ILP and our English grouplet., Yot to see the
distinction between the ILP as a classically centrist group outside
of both Intgrnational and moving to the left--and a reformis® party
in the 2nd "nt'l, moving toward centrism is to see nothing, Adding
to that fact that our grouplet in England had not even been born yet
. and so to lessen its birth pangs it was advised to get into the ILP
which at that time was in a great state of ferment. #nd yet with
all that our tiny grouplet split. One can well question whether it
would not have been a healthier infant today had it gone through its
normal agony of birth, _
The eerly part of Vidal's document quotes Hamlet. It ends
-with a quotation from the Koran. In the opening parsgraph Marx's ‘
Capital and the Communist Menifesto are treated rether lightly. And
that is no accident, For the orientation of comrade Vidal does not.
emanate from these books=--Rethor it emanates from the indeéision of
Hamlet and the mysticism of the Koran.

Unquastionebly large masses have already been set 1into motion by
this vnited front,in France," says the NC statement, How & united
- front ef inaction as we.-héwe properly charscterized ii elsgwhere in
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