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QUESTION OF THE FRINCH IEAGUR.

Number One ( 1 )

. AP

1), The gQurrent evidences a daily aggravatiom of the world eco=-
omie romxkEx orisis. Far from forhiing a horizontal Blahe, the first
_21f shows a descending graph (less acute but nevertheless descess-
mg) of the crisis. The shnrpness of the inter~imperinlist contra-
victiom forecasts the ‘mrinence of a world conflagration, On thu
¥rench scale all the statistical figures saow that Prench econony 1.
is becoming more and more iavolved by its policy of "scourity allran=~
ces", and speed-up in its armamenis is openly preparing its positions
for the coming war, The constantly more acute caaracter of the eco-
nomic crifis in-France, the correspording struggle: of the social
classes to find a way out of this situation--each to the detriment
of the other--determines the rythm of violence of the strugzle =nd
the principle -outlines of the prescnt decp nolitical crigis in France,
This crisis does not,any longer have any of the aspects of the pre-
vious crises since 1920, The period of solution through parlia=-
mentary competition-is past, The Februnry days, the violent offensi-
_of the reactionary vangusard and the arduous apd multiple defensive

iR

actions of the proletarian vanguard have opened up for this crisis
the arena of decisive' struggles, ‘ : .

There can ke no quéstion of a prolonged stnbiiity for the prescnt
transitory, bomapartist govermaient, which is only the first fornm

of bonapartism to follow aftcr the Fetrunry e¢venis. 4 return tp the

cartel type. of govermment could coms about only as a regult of ‘an

intensification of mass pressure which would grow over the heads of

~ this governmental form or recede through » renctionary victory of
the extra-parliamentary field, The transifion to another form of _
bonapartist government will have to r¢ly for support upon a vielent
attack against the proletariat, o : '

The reagtionary forces, while they to be sure, gcorcd « victory
through their February oriensive, have not_ lowever come to the -
sition as yet of making themsclves the master or the decisive see-
tion of tke natiom. ' Their rise s.ams indeed to have besn check.

among the poor peasantry, the pctiy bourgcoigic and the working
mags¢s,--social classes upon which the "truc@® govermcnt" has
brought nothing but heavy taxes. The vast propag-nda offensive

the reagtionary vanguard 1s more clearly ‘characterized by its ap-
plitude than by its results. The ardcntly violcnt resistance of
the organized working musses have hnd their echo among the inter-
mediary laycrs and constitute a point of sun-ort fer the "left" im
its somersaults of rcsistance under the ficrce nttaclk ¢f the right
"during the truce, (Oudenet, in his attac< oa Doumcrygue, the threats
of Daladier). T

The working masses, have been hard hit by -the truce government and
Have not bcen ahle to resist efiectively on the economic field be-
cause of the state of affairs in their crghnization., But on the
political plane their ferment 18 clcar. The hattle appears te hc
extending its scope at an accelerated rTythu, Wa have c¢ntered a per-
iod of sharp revolutionary struggles in wWhichh there will take place
among the masses, rcegroupments which shall w¢ d2cisive fora whole
epoch. The reactizn of the urgeanized nRgscs and those layers of
society influenced by them is linked up with a deen conisciougne8s
of ite position on part of the working mass. A will tcwrards the
unifification of their efforts hag become manifest in ilne characier
of their street demonstrations as well as ia thoir trade unions,
The latest G.G.T. conventions, involving categorics .f workers ¢on -
gidared to ve extremely conservntive, XmXIXIIxg , postal employes,
gavernment employes, railrcad workers, have expressed a growth and
o desire for wnity of actiom. The bureaucrwtic lenderships of the
workers'! organizations have been forced to take account of all this,
the 100% turn in the 8.F.I.0. party in 1934 as cuiparcd 1o its p -
sition of 1933, the spcechics of Jouhaux, tlic radical turn of thc 3 7
F. as a consequence of threats of split and disintigration (8cini
Denis, the desertion of the kaxkswx boatmen and the ar#enal stckers
from the*G.G.T,U.) The Germgp cxamplc has borne its lessons al-
though belatedly--tibe burzamgyraciss arce sevicing a foothold in
8 fAre seekwng .. soluton in schion. Thls comvergenge
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of turns om the part of the apparatuses will have a progressive
effe6l on the already seething mass, thc political conscience of
important sections of militants will rapidly become transformed
in the course of action, the conservative resistance of the bureau-
cracies will be weakened in the course of action and so will their.
whole defenskve arsenal. History itself is opening up its book and
little attention is henceforth goning t> be paid to the aatechisms of
the bpreauszegies. ’

All "this cfeates for durOVanguard an entirely new situation and a
necessity for a serious examination of our tasks.

2). Our situation--the véry fact of our existence internationally,

o f our principled homogeneity, of the cadres we have formed--such

28 they are--constitute an acquisition ror the revolutionary move--
ment which may become decisive. Politically our ideas are vict-
orious at the present moment. But the dlsproportion between the
potential strgngth of our policies and the recruiting strength of

our organization still appears to> be of considerable scope. This
proportion is in large part a product of a situation which we have
ourgelves created. Our xkxemgxh strugzle was and remiins "“against
the stream", Xkm but this cutrent is exploiting all the possibilities
which the aureole of the October conquests has mxmdwxak procured '
for us. Adapting ourselves to the e¢nvironment we have progressed Xxx
little by little in the course of 2 terrible upheaval,

On the terrain of political penetration our Leaguc has made serious
progress. In the field of organizational consolidatione-in line with
the favorable possibilities created for it by our new orientation and
by the development of the political 8ituation--the League has been
marking time for more than a year. The League has raoo%ed our cone
ception in every part of France and its colonies. There are not
workers distriots in which our antenmae have not penetrated. But
antennae--that does n>t mean groups working systematically, accord-
ing to a plan and a coherent central impulse, increasing its re-
cruitment little by little systematically, Only in the Parisian
district Itas Buch an attempt been made. The leading cadres of our
organization gre weak, new people have not yet come to us. A new
process of selection is taking piace, Th: ~bikity to improve the

old cadres remains limited due to the lack of mass base which would
serve advantageously for its development. : !

The Lezgue has not become a maznetie rcvélutionary pole, a force

to he reckoned with., The decirc to get a plsce in the present
struggle in France h.s galvcaized all cur activity during the whole
of the past period. This was a very progressive step, but our ore-

- ganioc weakness arodz rs an chbataclza at each step, as did our social
composition, The united €ront with the S.F.I.0. (Comite D'Alliance,
Pere Lachaisae)has appcarcd on thesc ocassicng and in others as a
caricature of the waited frout tending toward the Amsterdam line or
else theS.F.X,0, would pull us out of their slecves whenever they
liked, The attempt to win over the S8t., Denis militants resembled
more a patient and uuforturate wocing than a political struggle.

The-Verite appears tu> absorbed in other vineyards to pay much atten-
tion to our own. (I am only referring, I am ready to amplify on
each case if necessary). | -

In the revolutionary struggle which are commencing, our frail cruiser
ig ready to go into vattle, but grsat formations of destroyers are
rendy to hit the lire in the united front in a concerted order of
wattle. The maneuvre itself is getting the participants too engros: ¢d
their eyes are fixed on the horizom too anxiscusly, and the more tho
struggle is becoming teuse, thc more the genersl giaffs are bec.ming
intent on isolating our frail ship, even to sirk iv. Thet is the
real danger in the present situatiomn; we are arising in these
struggles from the outside, we do not appear as a force rooted in

the mass organization, particularly in the trade unions, eur di-

rect contacts with the working-class are almost nil.

X . .

Jowhere in the Unitary trade union movement (Red Trade Unions) is
there a solid fraction, only 12 members at the maximun hold respon-
sikle posts in. it.,. '

There is no fractiom at all in the C.G.T. (Refurmist trade unicns),

There is no natianelly ceairilized frection in the S.F.I.O. rlinough
we have militants actir. i. 4.,
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There is generally nothing at all of fractions in mung mass org-
“anizations: there prevails an underestimation of thid work ahd of
. the necessary attention to be given to militants rctivée in them
and t6 their observations, (All.this extends nationally and for:
"y the pdults), 7 - : :

-We have only made the very faintest beginnings of direct rgitation
emong thc masses, each militant groping in this directign has to
edirit to himsclf thot we have nof yet hit on the proper "tone" 4
therc, Often our agitation remnins superficial because our social ,
oompositiom cute us of€ from the locnl workeérs nfter the given mect=-
ing is finiehcd. How many gourageoue cfforts huve buen made! Do '
. not the participants czperience a certdin mstonishment at the -
- -foeble response to thceae efforts? 1In the -eum total causes of this
disproportion, even the most serioug mistnkes cani be considered
-Only as. insignifloent factors for this., It is possible to further
. improve our efforts, % cstablish serious rules in the organizatione
-al rclationships, to modify the character of $he paper, chango %k
this or that aepest, but all this would continue to develop with-
in the limits of our original handicap. To be sure, mistakes can
be avoided, effcr'ts can be made, .advances rchieved--but at what
Pace and in what proportion te this sea of prublems that zises up
" and engulfs us?, e ‘ P
What ‘sort of a reception will our little crgrnization receive at
the moment wher 2ll eyes will be riveted om the gstruggle, on the
destruction ~né the ccmenting of the "sId houses"? What chance
will it have whenm 1ts main lever of the United Front will be wreste
ed from its hands? The broad laycrs .of the. population will nnt
be able to pmss judgment mercly by a perusal of the files of sur
cver so valient Verite. Who can dare to even.feign that in this
new gituation ve can bec-me the decisive magnetic pole for these
struggles with:ut » radical change of tactic? When it is raised
beyond the hcaring cf the crowd, our slognn .nf s new party re-
sembles more = medicament than. n decisive weapon., It stands the
‘Tisk of grouping about it much rather the "intellects" then the
fightere. Spartakus wus orughed bcocause it was insufficiently bound
up with the masses, -What are w3 a8 sampared t- Spartakus?

3) ..The problem of the new party is nore urgently posed than ever
before, In this whole period of -struggles of a reviluticnary cha=-
¥acter, in vwhich 'all the problems ~f ‘revolutionary gtrategy and
of the c-nquest of power (the organs of power c¢te.) have to bo
solved, the vangunrd party is tne indispensi&ble instrument for the
victury of the proletariat. The bureaucratic sonersaults of the
Staiinist party have n .thing in comnon with the tactics of such a
party. Let the yoke of "socicligm in one chuntry™ be loosened and
who can tell whai will become of it tomorrow? The characteristic
of ~bs:»lute independenze far the proletarian party has notiMing in
comndn with the Stalinist formation which is held in chnnis by the -
ccnscrvative interests of the Soviet burcauccrcy. The method of '
sclection of cadrss thesugh Marxist Rarwrtizn ¢xminati.n of the
actisn tc be undertsken hag n.thing in curm.n with forced izcceptance
of tue preswunt turn by the G.P.F. Thia aggregation of revolutiosne-
“ry workers tied dAuwn o a miserable centrigt epparatus by their
attachnent to the Russian Revcluticn is n.t by this fact alonc the
wapty of the revoluti a. That varty gtill has $5 be crcated. Not
upe Whit »f cur tep years of eriticism, of our explanation of the
dcfeats th.t have Yeer suffered, of the gignificance and the con=-
Glugismg taant thcy im; ly nceds t5 be modific? or forgaotten., Turns

. 235 e gomergaults of bhe centrist agraratus nay cohngtitute clements
ihrt are.progreassive or retarlive, nccnardiag the: the crse at hand.
But the guide of the prolytiriat is no longer the C,I, Today, just
a8 ycaterday, in the face »f the rising tide of revolution and the
thre-te :f wxx world war, tie¢ first point in sur progran renains
the srcation of the revelaticrary sparty, the formotion of the new
feurfh Internationel;

:or is there anysiiayg to etract of our analysis f the Secund
-oteruational aidl tiw 8.F.I.0., of isa role in the relnationship of
ciasses. What is o intergst ty us n the liffcrences between
this reformist Harty. anc the Stallnict centoeist party is this:

a) the fact that the failyje of the Gof . ..utead of ruining it, has

R
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a) the fact that the failurce of the Q.I. instead of ruining it,
hzs permitted the regroupment and the growth »f scecctiosns of
vorkers whe, hnder the impetus of events in Gerneny, Austrin and
France, are becoming osriented toward revsluticm--which will not
i2il to pit them against their bureaucracy in a etruggle- to come,

®) the fact that fhe-internal regine, in spite of the omnipotence
of tae bureaucracy, is not yet tightly raxx riveted from bhelow
and permits e turnover »f secti.ns of w:orkers.

In the Stalinist party there exists a dAependence on part of the
rank and file upHn the. bureaucracy; in the S.F.I.0. there exists
up to the preswznt-a relative indepenience between the bureauc-
recy and the ranks, This form of idternsl regime was the or-
iginal form of the denocrztic marty’/in the democratic state and
will suffer the comscquences of the state crisgis; the pressent
form ie favorable for the rank and file in this period of re=
grxument, the bureaucracy may rcceive a certaim blow from it.
As revolutionary parties, S.F,I.0, and S.F.I.C., (Stalinists) are
equally impotent. But in %this period of uphkeavals and readjust-
nents it is our task tc adjust our tactic according to our knowe
ledge of the environment and 5f the possipilitics of creating
from itg midst the ncw revnlutinnary party. We must therefore
observe that the political life of the Stalinist party is nil,
that the possibility of lewelosving a tendency in its nidst is ex-
eluded, (the apvarzius undertakes a 180 degreea turn-in the work
of the party members and Monmousseau is surprised that no one is
surprised). The socialist party ,cn the other hani, experiences
in this whole period, = relatively intense life; taking into
consiueration the Jifferences in,propurtion: this period is come
parable to that which preceded Txxxx the Tours congress.

4) ..What is the soluticn? - . T -
Shall we continue along the path we have forlloweda?--BEven if we
improve our metho<s, my anawer t: that is nlready given in. sec-
tion 2. ¥N: matter what path we chnose, it will be necessary to
rearm our organization in all its ipternal life, in all of its
organizatisral relatisnships--that is an urgent task, it means
tempering cdur arms anéw., Dut that does,not mean making the sanme
use of them as hefore, It seeng that with the present state of
our forces, we ghall nst be able, naintaining the sréscntposition,
to grow with eufficient rapidity to beeuime a decisive magnetic
pole., On the cuntrary, we shall be kept sut of the centres of
struggle to the ddtriment of- their outcome, Tarsw the greater
part of our forces into fractional work within a nass organization-
-we nmust not disrcgard the weak returnm we have received fron

our independent wirk. Given -ur nunerical weakness, that womld
mean not neking much >f an impression ~n nny parkieuaz particular
scene. If s me of ocur League militants are brought up on the
carpct here or there in the 8,F.I.0,, they will be handicapped
because of the secret way in whcih they ent:red it. This frac~
ticnal wirk in the 8.F.I,0. which has been neglected for more
than &« ycar, cann-t suffice now even if ;t is improved,

Itiis necessary to clear a decisive distance, to bring ~ourselves
closer to & working mass which is eveloping towari revolutionary
ideas, to become its catalyst, thercby increasing consideranly
cur possinilitics,

wWithour rensuncing any of our positisns and without dissolving
ovursclves, it is ncecssoary to transport ourselves into the veypy
midst of such a mass regroupment which is in course of evolution,
We have osutlined our criginal difficulties and weaknesses, but

we riust not underestimate the value of our propagandist nuclei -
anl their postibilities., We mus*t place them in a position where xk
their slow advances can béccme transformed into decisive leaps
forward, ‘ ,

Where? Access to the S.F,I.0.S%talinist party is cut off t> us
because of the internal regime, We nust not ip any case con-
sider a capitulationy ;

Ehere remains the 5.F.1.0, Its internal state of affiirs permita
of the possibility of cur entering it under cur >wn banmner, The
environment suits the aim we have set >ursolves. What is

i
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There femains. the S.FiI.0. Its internal state of affairs perw

mits of the possibility of our entering it under our own banners.
The environment suits the aim we have Bet ourselves. What is
necessary now is that our declaration shall not in any oase .
strengthen the leading bourgeois wing, but much rather support tthe
progressive proletarian wing; that iBs text and its distribution
shall allow us to hold our heads high in case ‘of acceptanceg as well
as in-case of dilatory maneuvers or rejectioh. We must not ih any -
- case think of dissolving ‘durselves. We enter as the -Bolshevke-

Leninist faction, our organizational ties remamn the same, our
prgsstﬁontinyes to exist just as does the "Battaile Socialiste"
and other., ‘ :

This step can transform completely, within a short period of time,
the whole political constellation in the labor movement, but
thore are two conditions for its shecess: cohesion of'tﬁe org-
anization (through thc conviction of each member) and promptnoss
in its exccution. To drag out such questions means to lose the
opportune moment for their realization, that is , to put oneself
at a disadvantage. :

Furhher on we shall examine some suggestions on the variants of

realization. The organization must take an inventory of its for-
ces and understand that in tho present situation the” means of in-

ocrcasing them ten-fold lies not in sticking to routine, but in
making a courageous move to rally thousands of workers to the rev-
olutionary ideas, whom thc degeneration of the C.I. has repelled
from taking the path of Bolshevism.

Before froposing variants of its realization, I must emphasize
that thls whole orientation is directly dopendent upon the po-
litical characterization of the prosent crisis and of the re-
lationship of forces in thc proletarian movement.

It would not bc wez without use to draw attention of the member-
ship to the nceessity that our debates on this question have and
retain the charaster of a serious discussion made before the-whole
labor mévement. All mere polemicising can seriously hamper the
achievment of the aims which we have set ourselves.

How are we to enter oh this path?.

A) Bring this oricntation on the order of.busihess of the lead-
%¥§ogr§gp§%ms:-1)Political Bureau, 2)C.C., 3) and edit a resol-

B) Immediately publish an internal bulletin oontaining the evevt— -
ual resolution of the C.C., send them out to the groups, assign a
C.C. reporter to each of them, distribute the bullotin In € me to

have an adequate discussion.

C) Assigh a cﬁmrude for preparction in the press (an article
giving an orientation to the discussion), to convince our circle
of xExdwxx sympathizers .

D) ZPrepsrs ABSign a comrade to look up Georget and 'Danno for the
purgose of probing into the possibilities of one of the Left Wing -
factions (Just or another) issuing an appeal.

E) Prepare a mymmkakx draft declaration to the S.F.I.0. and send i
it up with a delegation. Pop ulerize the text and the reply.

F) Prepare = spociﬁl'numher of Verite with the text of the dec}-
aration to the S.F.I.0. and of the program of action which is te
seyrwe ag the busis of our propaganda.

¢) Not to neglect the "youth" aspect of the problem. Surkkmuorxxx
On point A mf it is at the same time necessary that our C.E.C.
convinee our nationnl youth committee and to ceonsider with them
seriously the "ynruth" aspect of the problem--perhaps thc appeal
(D) can bu issued by the Fodcration of Young Socialists.} In any
case, this attitude may imply a slowing down of the ryth&-towarﬁ
a split (for the iamediate period) in the Y.S. ,

H) iCall a National Plcnum for the purpose of submitting the -
declarction to the N.C. of the S.F.L1.C. on July 16.
P | --Linier, -

Paris. iumo 29. 1934.
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DOCULENT ON THE ORIENTATION OF .THE FRENCH LEAGUE.

}“The'League in Foee of the Turn.

1. It isnot enough for n xwwwhrwxxxy revolutionist to have =
corrcet ideas, Let us not forget that corrcet ideas hoce glreedy
been sot down in Kapital anfl in thke Communist Monifestos But_thet
has“not'prevented‘T£I§€‘ideas from Being broodonst. 1tv 1s the
task of the ‘rovolutionary porty to weld together tho correct ldecs
with the moss labor movement. Only in this manner can en idec
become » driving force. ' .

2s A revolutionary orgonizction does not mean,a poper and its
reudors, One con write and read revolutionary articles day in

and day out, and still remain in reclity outsido of the revol- S
utionary movement. One con give the lebor orgnnizetiona good zobrkx
advice~-from the sidelines. That is something. -But that still

does not make ¢ revoluticnary nrganization. ' o

3. Although the living conditions inside the Comintern are hard-" "~
1y normal, the Left Opposition as a faction would have developed

in. const. nt eontret with thé meass movement. Butbt the Stalinist
appoeratus isnlated the Opposition mxtk mechenieally from the very
first steps of its existence., Two aims wore achieved by this:

1) the intecrnal life of the Comintern was choked off and 2) the | _
Opp~sition wns deprived of thé nccess:cry sphere of politieul acition.

4. The Lecgue (like other sections) wis forced to develop cs

on isoslated propaganda group. This detcernircd both its positive
sides (an honcst and scrious attachment to the prineiples) and
its ncgutive sides (obscrying the labor movement from the outsidme.
In thce eourse of the cluboration of the principles and methods of
the Left Opposition, tho positive sides of the Ligue carried the
day. At prescnt, when it becnmes nceessary to circulote the ac-
cumlated capitvel, the ncgutive sides are thredtiéning to get tho
upper hond,

5: The lecdoership of the Ligme has ontrusted the circulation end
(of the pouper) to a capitalist coneccrn. For a group of litcrati the
circulation end is on unple:sant burdcn. For a revolutionary org
onizotion it ie an importunt lever. How ean one entrust such an
important lever to the enemy whem wrne is seriously preparing fa
the struggle? Thoe revolutionary movement is composed of dozens
cnd hundrcds of difrcrent sorts of just such "uninteresting",
"technical" labor, Without detuiled ond assiduous preparatory
work it 1s impecssiblc to begin with o militia or with a strike
and even less so with the gencrsl sirike or the insurredticn. A
rcvolutionary crganization which is ineopoably (or more clearly,
unwilling), of taking care of the circulcotion cond thereby fore-
§0§s in advance leuwGership in the cxecution of more complicated
n00YS e

6. In rclation to the socialist prrty the Ligue hus not only
shown insufficient initictive but nlse 2 hide-bound scctarion-
ism. Instead of taking for its t.sk tho creation of & faction
inside thc S.F.I.0. (Fronch scetion of tho socialist snd k bor
Internntional), just as soon us the crisis in tho lattor beéame
obvious, the Ligue demandel thot every socialist become “eonvinced
5L the ecorrectness of our iders and ler ve his mass organizaotion
to join the greoup of Verite rcaders. ‘Iz order to create an dokwm
intcrnal fraction it was nccessary to pursue the mass movemont, to
adont ~nesell to the eavironment, o curry cn menial Cally werk,
Precciscly in this very dceisive field .the Ligue has not boen abk
t, noke cny progress up to the prescnt--with o few oxccoptions,

A grent denl v valuable tiae wes allowed to be lost. Afver 2
dclay of o whole yeor the poiiticalburgau now poses the task
"te cronte nn internel froetion".  No gemik-~-thet is no longer
suificicnt, The situation requires more Cceisive mcasurcs,

7..The criticism, the ilens, the &logams of the Ligue. are in gen-
eral eorrect, but in this »nrcesent Heriod prrticularly inndaguate.
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The revolutionary ideas must be transformed into life itself every
day through the experience of the masses themselves, But how
can the League League explain this to them when it itself is ott
off from t.e experience of the masses,It is necessaxry to add:sev
eral comrades do not evem see the meed of this experiemce. It
seems to them to de sufficient to form an opiniom om the baiss
of mewspaper accounts they read amd them te give it expres-
siom in an article or in a talk, Yet if the most correct ideas
do not reflest dircctly the ideas and actiods of the mass they
will eseppe the attentiom of the masses altogether,
8. In that case the Ligwe is bamkrupt, is it rot?-~am sbsolute-
1y falsc comclusion, The successis of the Ligue are obviously
mch smaller tham me@my of us had hoped, Much amallex than they
could have deem if there were rot the fettexs of an abstraet cam
servatiam, But despite the immense odbataclea there have been
undountedly some successes, The Ligue has exercised certain
influence on the ideas and slogams of the labor movement in
&is entirety (United front, the workers militia, trade union wn-
ity). But it is exactly these successes, when taken into consid-
eration together with the whole situation and particularly with
the changed tactics of the bureaucratic apparatusses $%%a- that
demand on the part of the Ligue a new and decidsive turn., Whithe
er? To the masses. : :

9. The general situation in France puts the entire conscientiou
labor movement before¢ a task of short perspective: either the pr
oletariat will in the course of six months, a year, or perhaps
the two coming years destroy Fascism and take a trémendous step
forward all the way to the struggle for power or it will itself
be destroyed and all of EBurope will becone the arcena for fascist
tyranny and war., The pressure of this terrible alternative has
forced both of the labor parties to strike out on the road of
the united front. But in an exact sense this great victory poses
the question before the Ligue in all its amplitude: to be om not
to be,

10, The joint meeting of July 2nd gives a remarkable clear pic-
ture of the situstion created., Just as the Ligue has so often
predicted the very first step of the united front which has
aroused an extraordinary enthusiasm among the masses. The
possibility of victory along this read is beyond all doubt. And
yet neither the Stalinists nor the Socialists utilized the uni-
fication in order to advance aims of struggle but on the con-
trary directed their cnergy towards having the mass find sat-
iafaction in the fact of unification itsclf. Yesterday the g
greates danger *iwas the sabotage of the united front. Today the
grcatest danger lics in the illusions of the united front, very
closely relatecd to the parliamentary illusions; the diplonatic
notes, thée pathetic specches, the handshaking, the bloc without
revolutionary content-~and the betrayal of the masses. At this
syrabolicel gathering, the Ligue did not get the floor, And this
is no accident: we face the program of action of both these bur-
eaucratiecics for the whole period coming,

1l1. This program can be rcalized practically only because the
Ligue remaing isolated from the massess, The attempt to skin ove
r this isolation through an exhangec cf diplomatic notes with the
Central Committees or through attendance at the sessions o the e
socialist National Ccuncil is nothing but diplomatic horseplay
which aims to conceal the unfavorable relationship of forces.
That is not at all wortay of us. The relationship of forces has
to be eereealae- changed, not concealed. It is necessary vo go
to the nnasses. It is necésgary to find a place for oneself withi
the framcowork of the unitea front, i,0, Within the framewnrk of
one of the two partics of whieh it is comuacs2d. In actual prace-
tice that means within the framework cf the S.¥.I.0,

12, 1Is that nct a capitnaltion before thz Second Intcrnational,
Such a complaint can be lodgad with riuch nore justiceagainst

the Stalinists. It was they whon renourgeéd inside of 24 hows and
on command from Litvincfr, the theery of social fascism, when
they realized that demagracy is to Ye preferred. And they even
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gave up all uriticism of theig héwly friends. - But we have nge -
shing tor penqunpe, We Aerely adrit henesuly thet our' orgap~ ,
“zation 1s ¢ o -weak to ‘establi sh- for it ¢elf a nractiocal iny
dependent’ e dn the strugilew thak ore looming, aheal of us,
Lt the -gatie. time, 'u5 good rewglutionists, we do not went to
stnnd on the “sifelines, In 1848 Marx. and his weax Comminist
organization entereds the demycimtte pardy. In ordsr nst t@ -
stund on the sidelingsy Plekhamov atteansed to- join Lis gioup .
"liberation’ of ;, Labor" to that:of the. "Paoplé's Will" {Narodnya,.
Volia), with which he had: brdkep on prineipld grounds only tive
yedrs ‘before, For different.reasois and in a different sijudtion
Lenin ad¥ised the Communisi mrty  of Englomd to join the Labor .
partys-. We; on our part have beam reudy to form a new’ Inti#y~
hational: together with the SiALP. and 0.3.P. We urgently bd-
Vised our British comrades td entér the I.L.P. end some. of*the
took our' madvice, Wes thet capitulation? DNot ot ell, We are
gow concefre-d with applying and developing the same’ policy-in’
raneo., . ! ” .

33, Nevertheless--have we not prools imed the necessity of ore-
ating a new pr ty and & new Internat ionnl?’ This program re~ . :
miins in force in its entirety., Bub we have never prdmised .tp,
Stop and ruminate until such 2 time 5s the Fourth Internatignal
guthers about us. We have always declabad thot tho. means fgr -
its creation are complex and not of tr;e,saime cheragter in ¥ho:.
aifferent countriee, Just as wes *nc Guse with the' Third Ifiser~
nctional, Comrade Trotsky remindad s partioulerdy , & year .
‘ago of the French oxampic. Thexe, in spitse of the breakx of t}B
EBelsnevika with the Second Intiernationii thy whoielsection wam
“Wor ever to the Third Interanational. We know cf no law'that. -
8ays trhat -a repetition of tha. Tours Congress is impossibles :

- Or the contrary. Mmy of the pPrevailing cuyniitions speak for
- 3uch a possibility. . :

14, But in that casc the S.F.I.0. will nect accept usli--It is
yuite possible that the hi# shots wiil 'TPIv8Y, . But the local
organizctions, on the othev read, will for, tha most part go with
us. Inside of the party, the struggle of ‘ho téndenciss cone
tinucs to pursue its coursa. Tie leit wi rg will be for us. Our
ties with the left wing will be sirergthengd. And tho develop
ments themselves appecar to vork for.the le:#t wing., . .
15. And wo are to agree ty maintain diseijline?  Tobe. sure., we .
shall work in the membershnip md mintain discipline, e shell
develow into ¢ faction. Ia return for thot, we shall be in .con-
stant contast with teus of thousands of. we rkors and we shall re- .
ceive the right to participate in the struzgie and in the dis-
cussiorn--and, we shall havz the opportunity, particularly indise
penstble X for us, of coatrolling our ‘deas chnd -alogans daily

in the actigns of the mmsses. ' e

16. But, does not ontry Lato the S.P. imply the danger of an
opportunist adaptetion of .of @ degencirution? Undoubtedly. Yakk
Yet it.-wywld be ncive te think taht one ean espcape this denger
through self-isolation.. The Ligue is nt present independent.
3ut unFgrturately its position on the S.F.I.0, policy contains
elements of an impermissible adaptatien, I¥ is not neocessa
to nsn #rong words agalnst the lecdexrs but it is ebsolutely -
neceeTury to expose. tha dWiger of ol & purely decorative atti-
tuds seward the "stragglo agadnst Fesaism® as hos been expressmd
iv the eolumns ol tar "Pyoulairoe” {or the "Humanite"), The
prolsvoriat is Pocing 2 deadly onemy whe ig. Prepared for all
euents md who will be avmed %o the teeth 1f ncoesscry., The
proletariai vangucrd showld develop in 1td“own ranks and among
the "rocd masses an wurhakable preparcgdse 13 or struggle, aniiron
wnatdooen will, o rovoivcionary spirit ol 1iscipline, a nilitpry
vursacity, Parades at ghren times, detmonstrutions with pormis-
sion of the pelice und «véaor such symb)lis :otions tend only
%0 lull the watchfuln~#: and the will :pvwar of the workers. A:
fighting orgoniz.tion is ngeessury, stwol bvtallions are nec-:
c8sary, instruttors nnd cificers ore me2vury, It is necessary
Vo disarm the enemy, ¢ ®wecp him off ‘khe st reets, to terroriom
hon. The task of the Jigus--whether i .atins independsnt or.
“SEZTTas cne of the pert Wit 0F the unitod o e 20— wnm e
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Joins ont of the parties of the united front-«demands im=
periously, an cxplanation to the workers as frank, as olear,xs
as hdnest as the seriousncss of the situation and the tasks
flowing from it require. '

17, In that case, whot will be our position as regerds the
Comnunigt perty? We shall dome more closely ih contaet with

it than dofore-~through the unitcd front. We must clearly bear ix
in mind thot the C.P.F. is eapable only xuxhxwf of such &
dissolution of the S,P. as will be of no advantage whatever

to the revdlution., It is noterious fact that this has been the
result of tho codlition between the C.P.E. and the I,L.P.

But if we can implant our hand, have e new and invaluable
opportunity to influcnce the proletarian core of the C.P.F. In
such a mnner, a powerful section of the Fourth International
may cevolve. ,

18, But the proletarian party must be independent., Cuite
So. But the Ligue im not yet a party., It is aun emdryo and
an embryo needs covering and nourishment in order to develop.

19, But if,..and then...and if? To foreseo everything and

to provide for everything in udvance is impossible, It is
necessury to undsrstand the situation clearly, to determine
the tabks and to proceed with their fulfilment. In six menths
wo can lose forever that opportunity which we are offered now,
We must look at things from the short perspeoctive.

20. To oconclude: the Koran says that the mountuin came to the
prophet, Marxism counscls the prophet to go to the moun}géfaal'

DOCUMENT ON THE QUESTION OF THE FRENCH LIGUE

Doocument Number Three (3)

On tge Turn of the C.P. and S.P. in Fraence and
8 lasks oI the L{gge.

The united front being built up between the S.P, wnd C.P. obli-
€0t08 our international as well as our national organiz:itions to
probe seriously the objective causes of this phenomenon in o¢rder
to claborate a course of action Sor our organizatien.

In the first place therc is the pessure of the working masses.
They were already arousod and; mude distrustful by the victory
of Germon fascism and Austrian bonapattism. The reactionary
coup d'etat of Februury 6th served as t further warning for the
masscs impoverished by the coonomic ol orisis and it was they
in turn who influenced tho two centrist parties and forced them
to collaborution., ‘

In the S$.P. this dcvelopment was furthermore facilitated by the
previous split of the right wing (Rersudel, Deat, Marquet). 1In
all likelihood the oriemtution of the reeently electod national
council which has dccided for the unsted front will lead to a

new split with the so-cnlled attentiytes (Frossard, Grumbach and £
Co.) who continue to defend the positions of "demoorutio social-
ism" that is, of the coalition with the radicals in place of the
united front.

The left wing in the S.P. has been strungihened in the last few
years especiall¥ in the iast fow months vsfooiall{ through the
dcvelopment of the conjunturc cnd also que to the influx ef new
adhcrents who came pertigubarly from Comgunism and hed bee re-
pulsed by the Third Internctional with ite zig-2ag policies and
by tho burocucratic internal 1ife of the ~v.P.F, The C.P.F. it~
Sclf faced a rising demnd for tn cxtension of tho united front
from its own members and symnuthizers. That in turn ceused the
orisis of of the Amstordam-P leyel movemon$ and the Doriot tond-
ency, cte. On the other hand, the foreign polisy of the Y.S.S.R.
oriented on the rotcntior of the stotns cuo (Fronece, etc.)ugainst
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the rovisionists(Germany, ctce) rcquircd & now political orien-
tetionof the C.P.F. 1In ordcr to resist the pressure of the
right wing bloc on the Doumcrguc government it wi.s nccessary

to create a left wing bloc as & counter-balcnce. In this sense
it is also worth observing that Soviet diplomceoy mckes such
demands that in the last appeal of the West European Communist
pertics only the Fronch right wing partics are attacked while
there isno mention mco@le of Brench imperialism as such or of its
present standard bearcrs, Barthou, Herriot, Doumcrgue. The
oricntation towards on cventual merger into a single pcrty comes
fron the same dircction. :

It secms that the two burczuerwcies would like to huve tho united
front whieh has been rcalizecd, lag oén in passivity, exhaust it-
sclf im mecetings. Thefr perspective is that of the maintanance
of the inncr-political status quo. But such mectings «s thad of
Vincenhes (on July 8th, thc first grect united front mecting
agcinst Fuseism otlled by the Communist and socialist orgoni-
gzations in Poris--tr.) in themselves prepare inside of the S.P.
ond C.P. a creation of a fighting left wing ageinst both bureau-
grocics.

The acfive united front cun have as its only orientation the
struggle for workers' power in Frange. That will ereate such
confusion in both parties thot new splits und rcgroupments can
confidentially be predicted. The united front in the form in
which it éxists todey cannot last long. It is quite likely that
in the dcvelopment of the united front and its possiblc exten-
sion, thc¢ burcuucracics, or ot lcast onc of thom, will bc forced
to o bbkcak. Thet will give us enormous possibilitics of in-
fluencing the opposition in both partics.

If the unitcd front continues we will force our ways into the
local committces and there defcnd our slozins. Thus we will
overcome the »resent isolation. But cven in ccse the two
burcaucrccics succeed in excluding us from this united front

we will ceontinuc the provagordc for a genuine united front in
ghc masscs. And in this propegunda for cntrance into the
united front is much more rculizable than propagenda for entr-
ance into the S.F.I.O. once the top lcudership huve rcopulsed us.

How &nd in what scnse shall we influencc thc united front?

We must rcelizce thce united front locally ond mcke proposals for
the trunsformotion of the united front into a united front of
struzlc. :

How ¢nd by what means?

’ﬁ.“ By working in the trode unions where the struggle is extra-
ordinarily frocilitated for us by the fuet that the trade unions
and c¢speeiclly the C.G.T. arc not homogenious blocs, but on e
controry organizotions in whioh the struggle of the tenden-
cics is olrccdy quite lively. This strugglc can only become
cven more cceentuated in view of the developments inside of the
- $,P. nd the unmistakablo intentions of the reformist trade
unior lcnders to boyeott. bloc in which the Communists can
participate. Precidely thoough such patient work in the trade
union we shall win the laboring missos and not on the high agit-
ctional tribuncs, For the workers are there in the trade unioms.

1. By contifuing our indcpendent work just os we have in the
past.
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3. By mcans of « fraction in both porties which will propqg;tg
our slozans, the extcnsion of the united front, wgrkcrs' ml;ltxa ’
erming of the proleturict, revolutiontiry oricntction. :

4, Through cooperction with the cxisting currents.(Doriot.
P,U.P., autonomous trade unions, It ft socialists) in 50 fgr as
they can be approached, for participation in = revolutionary
regroupment, and insefor os ccortein slogens of their own re-
scmble our wwn.

5. TFor the intcnsificution of our work in the oxis?ing.united
front committecs in conncetion with thc youth orgonizition, ¥k
turouch an uetive policy on & locol £nd shop sccle, for & ANk

direct strmggle aguinst fascism. s

S I

The Proposo@ Turn and its Perspcctives

At the presentifmpckium popent undcr,the PEGBHEE-81y* P EheLtory

isolation iths been moposed to us to cnter the S.F.I.0. in or-
der to link "oursclves with the masses", By maintoining that
our xgxmixxkimx woakncess mokes it neccssary and that the char-
agter of our organization is merely one of a "paper and its
roaders", auntside of the lebor movement, This is now being
proposcd., We mjoct this proposal bccawe we believe that pro-
cisely such a turn will achicve the direct oppesite of a "better
contaot with the masses".

1. The evaluation of our organization is incorrect. Prceisely
in the last khme e months it has begun to overcome this con-
dition. The moposed turn will destroy all these besults with-
out offeringany better ones.

2. Thc dewebopment of the united front which we foresee will
change the precsent condition of isolation and give us (naturally
only if we imcrcase our activity and pursue a corrcct poliocy)
the broadcst possibilities of rallying differcnt tendencies and
orgcnigations, In the &kP% S.P. the perspective of a split of Xk
the txm left wing is unavoidaoble, By submitting at the present
moment te the discipliﬁe of Leon Blum we will lose our influence
in the leftward tendenecy and,the further devclopment will pro-
ccced without our infuence «nd for the mest part in the direction
of the Stalinists. For onc of the fx& fundcmental errors of the
Sextrrxkoxckxmixxey proposcd concept appears to us to be that of
ignoring entirrely the Stdinist tendency, which nevcrtheless con-
tinkes to exist, and has as yet under its control, considorcble
means and forces. This error robs all of the historic paralleids
torn out of #mx the past, in ordcr to justify the turn, of all
their value, Aside from that we must not forget that our turn
will deprivexsmfx us of all sympathics insidc the Stalinist campn

3, Entrance into the S.F.I.0. cannot be rcalized otherwise ex-
ccpt through a complete submission of Blum and a certain de-
gree of capitulation to the Two-and-a-half Intornational. In
any casc, not cven the left wing, who still respeét tho statutes
of their party, will xm=m support mx our admission.

4., We nust not disrcgard tho cffcots thut the ontrance of the .
French Liguc into the S.F.1.0. will have on the Intcrnationel

Leaguc. Such o step cannot but eall forth demoralization, con-
fusion and disintegration in our intcrnational organization, our
mein instrunent.

5. Thcse offcots will be all the stronger, bccause the oval-
uation of thc Liguc as a circlc of Verite readers which has

lost its right to independcnec, can be applied equelly es well
to all the other wmk scctions and beccusc it con hardly conceal
the idea that the whole past of our orgenizetion is to be re-
nounccd and its existence in its prescent form liquidoted. By
rejeeting this covaluation for the French Liguc as well as for
the intcrnational organizotion, wo rejecet this turn «nd scek a
solution along progressive lines, without a liquidation and wixie
without a brusk turn.
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6. Wc regard the situation and its perspectives with utmost
scriousness and we rejcet thc proposal node, &t the scme time
mcking positive proposals with thc aim of strengthening our
orgoenization, which we regerd as the cmbodiment of our correct
policy, os well as of our rcvolutionery tendency, thut of the
new party and Intcrnationcl.

Undcr the given circumstonecs, therc is no other way out than
the mointcenance of the independentde of our organization. We do
not dsubt thot the mejority of the members of our notional cnd
international organization will sidc with us.

In this situation, our duty is not to drop thc bonner, but on
the contrury, to incrcasc our eriticism of the two burcauecracics
That is the only mcans for us to play our rolc as lecaders of the
working class and to let the masscs go through the experienccs
of this strugzlc, so that we will be able to lcad them to kmkmExy
victory. ’

Je Lhuilier

July 16, 1934,

Stotement of the Resident Committce
Tommunist League 0f Americd

The National Committec of Communist Leoguc of America supports
the oricntation proposcd fer thc Conmunist Leugue of Fronce to
cnter as a faetion into the Sociclist Party of Franoce (S.F.I.0.)
and urges the Frcnch comradces to ucecpt this orlentation..

En France the unitcd front betwcen the Stalinist party and the
Socialist party is a foet. In esscnce it is o bureaueratic com-
bibation between thesc two ccntrist parties to tho exclusion of
the revolutionary current. After having consistently sabotaged
the united front over a long pcriod of tiwe, the two centrist
partics have finally found cgreecment in a bloc based upon a
non-cggression pact without rcvolutionary content, and as is
now clrecady clear, without actual preparcation for struggle a-
gainst the mortal onemy. This bloc incapeble of pursuing a
revolutionory policy, is procccding in the Qircction of organic
unity ond to new betrayals of thc mosses. Similar developments
are to be cxpected clsewhere particularly sincec tho Third Inter-
national, carrying out the linc of the pacifist foreign policy
of the Sovict Union, has made & turn on &n international scalc
which represcnts an adaptation to the posttion of Social

Denmoeracy.

The French prolctarict faces the X alternctive of being crushed
of to strugglo on to victory ugainst the advancing Fgscist en-
emy. The decisive hour is noor; the tcmpo of developments is
bcooming constantly accclerated. Ungqucstionebly, large masses
have clready been sct into motion by this united front, many
of whom will forget thcir past disillusionment of cither party
of of both partics, rally to the united front, and rally morc
dceisively to onc orgunieally united party, however, to mcet
now disillusionmentc out of which will incvitably dcvelop the
possibility of regroupments and of new revolutionery curronts
cnerging within the novement itself. This is tho most hopeful
aspcect of thc present situation.

On the other hcnd the Ligue with its numcricclly small codres
n~s of nccessity, by thesc dcvclopments and des»ite its correct
position, bceome more isolated from the masses and practically
excluded from this mass movempnts Whilc the masses arc under
pressurc they naturally sxxkxiak grovitate to the "strong®
movenent where they scc possibility to beet off the threatening
danger. They cunnot woit for the Ligue to become sufficicntly
strong to serve to serve as this ricdium of wction. The Liguo
cennot stond aside and await the new revolutionary currents to
develop by thomseclves. It rust be with thc messes while in
motion as an inscparcble »art, participute in these develop~
ments cnd thus more effeetively bring its influcnce to becr and
help to shapc the course for the ncxt 6636
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The irmediate issues in France is #bB€ beanting back and the
defeat of advancing Fascism., That involves not only the ,
unification of the proletariat but also its active prepars ion
for combat. I+t involvas revolutionary action during the m
course of which ths issue of the ssizure of power will posed.
our objeetive is the proletarian revolution; the instrunent
for its accomplishnent is the revolutionary party, the rev-
olutionary Intecrnational; today this means a new perty and a
new International--the Fourth International., The creation of
this instrument is the historical task of the epoch.

Neither the united front of the Btdl inist party and Socialies
Democracy, nor their merger into one orgenically united Lk
party ecm serve as such an imstrument. The bureaucratic com-
binati on that has been crcated will function as an impedinent
to its ercation. Ncverthecless the new rcvolutionary currents
dcveloping out of the antagonism to the burcausratic obstacles
and failures in both of tke centrist camps will furnish a
basis for the ncw party, for the Fourth Intcrnational. It is
these now considerations thath dcmand a stratcgic rcoricntatio n
of thc course pursucd by the League. It nust be acconplis ¢d
with thc greatcst possible spccd. There is no time to losa,
To get nearer to the messes, to get nearer to the Cormunist
and Sociakist workers, to participatc in their discussion mnd
the solutions of their problems, to help them find the x=w
way to & revolutionary position , to the new party and the
new Internati onal and to test our own ideas and shégans in
action rcquires that the Liguc center integrally into the mkix &
united front movenment, kxk by the avenue open to it. This
moons that it entcrs as a faction into the Socialist perty of
Fr.nec. Such a stratesie step has now beeome nendatory by the
situation cregted and by thc revolutionury position it holds,

However, in our opinion, it is of the creatost iuportance

that the Licuc should cone uncninously to thc acccptonce of

this strategic reoricniction wiich by the faet of the groat
@ifficulty of cxccution cnd the greot dangers on the rood re-
quire thc attentiorn @md the devotion to such a task of @&

united Lisuyc. It is, of coursc, nceesstry thet the publicatio n
of the Inmtcrnati onal Coumunists bc ncintained in France.

This strategic rcoricntation connot be gonsidercd for Frarec
alonc w«nd o8 an isolatcd phenomenon. The Stalinist turn is
cxceutcd on an intcernational scole cnd the tendencied toward

a unitcd front arc apparcnt clsowhcrc; but the issuos arc not
posed wi th the sume acutcness in cvery country nor is the ton-
po of devclopment thc sconc.

In the United Stotes, it is apparent thet the united front of
the Stalinists will bc zccoptcd by the Socialist party., There
nced be nof doubt thi t the Sud inists herc wll also adapt
thensclves to the position of Soeitd Demoeriey cnd finclly ac-
cept the conditions it lays down . There ncecd be little
doubt cithcr that o united front here will nlso beeome a
burenueratic conbination of the coentrist parties with efforts
at cxoclusion of the rovolutionary currcnt and to thot sochmk
extent woriously effect tho position of the ILcasue and its
struggle for the ereation of thc new party. In this rospcct
sorc of the rnifostations now apporent in Francc will fimfl
an ccho here but on 2 far lesser scaleand far 1l¢ss acutely.
In the Tirst instance, neither of tic two centrist perties
reprcsent & corrcsponding nass foree, quantitotively or
qualitatively. oar fron is. In the sceond place thoe League
in the United Stutes has certein adventages in its favor, i.e.
ccrtain possibilities of nuss contrcts, ccrtain cont:.cts msck
anong thc leftw.rd nmoving socialist workers, possibilities
of Tfusion with other sroups stunding on the platfornm of the
ecrcation of & new revolutionary party and ¢ now revolutionary
intcrinctional.

Nevertheless, thesc develovments in the United States presont
a chrnring situation, not to the cxtent of posing the question
0¥ o strategic reoricuntotion, but meking imper.tive the most
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serious considcration by the Letgucs The League must use
every avenue open to it and bring pressure to bear for

its demand for inclusion in the united front as an inde-
pendent body, for its demand for the establishment of a
genuine unit ed front. The Leugue must underteke with the
greatest possible speed the organization of a nation fraction
iii the CoDy, & 3 wpen tome fime ago hnt which has
not yet passed its initial stage and has been Too iong
delayod. The League must utilize overy moans at its dispcsal
to speed up md press for action in its negotiations and
discussion w th tho A, .P. for fusion in a ncw revolutionay
party.

s Aamte Aant?a
PRI v e

An important part of the work nocessitated by the now
situation whiech is in the making in the United States’
must o assigne 4 to the spartacus Youth organization.
As a youth movement, its basis is narrower and its position
morc isolated than is the case of the Icaguc. However,
insof ar as its cadros arc concerned, they can bo of real
sorvice as mcans of penotration into a broader movement ma
into an important scction of the doveloping united front
moveme nt., 1In respcet tothe Spartacus Youth clubs, and w.ikh
this objcet in vicw, it is nocessary to consider a strateg-
cal rcoricentation, The National Committce of the Icague must
give considoration to the possibility of tho Spartacus Youh
clubs ontoring as a faction into tho Young Socialist Lcagw .

S.,F.1.0.-~Fronch gcotion 2nd I:-ternational
SOF.I.C." " " 5rd "

Letter from the International Sceretariat

Geneva, July 24th

" o All Sections:
otk 41 CB,

Sincetle ipsuance of the March manif esto of the Internatimal
secretariat of t he LeCels, yOU heve becen urged to focus yawr
carcrl attcmstion upon the cvents now teking placo in Francec.
It is bcecoming incroasingly ovident that the march of evens
in France will dccide the fate of t he Duropcan continont, and
that is why the poliey of our organization in the Freonch shu-
ation is of such dcoisive importancc.

You undoubtcdly know the about~facce which the Socialists
and Stalinists have just made on tho wuestion of a united
front. Uwon orders from Moscow, the Fronoch Communist Party

has just comc to m sgrcoment with the lcadorship of tho

S F.I.0s rcgarding "unitcd action". It is a matier of fact,
so far this egrcoment only appliocs to jointmeetings and
agsembliecs. The Stalinists' abrupt roversal of their post
tion (ufter thoir usual manncr) cmounts to a capitulation
to the very group thoy wore denouncing only the day before
as socidl-fasclists,

of their fatal policics? At tls prosent time t hat doos nd
matter much, Whet is important is to know and definoc theme-
thod of meking possible a victory over fascism and of using
this vietoxry as thc keystorm for the oroation of the now
party. Wc must find a prompt = lution for the problom of tho
Fow th Intornational, tho mpens of shifting it from tho ghorc
of thc ory md propaganda into t o sphorc of action by millions
of warkars, A iicatod disoussion of th is gquostion is goingon
wlﬂ%' in the In.crnationd Scercteriat vad in our organizatien
in Froncoe.

Comradc G, along with othors, thinks the timc has comc for
the Freneh organization to t&o its plaocc in onc of the o
camps of tho uni od front, woxX ing for a probable organie
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unity, The Stulinist camp being closcd, the only way op@
is thot of entry into thc SeFeIle0e It is not at all a
guestion of liquidating our 0¥ amization., On Uiie oontrary
taking such a stcp (nade ncoessary by the dbout -face of ow
opponcnts md to kcep £ rom being crushed by them) reoquires
o firm, solid omgm jzation copable of roesisting 21l outside
pressure, vwhilce using all the splits in tho two centrist
comps (that of Blum 08 well os of Creuin) for tho building
of the ncw party.

By viis md 1l wc arc sending you thc first papers on this
importent question by corrade G, and other comradcs, with
the roquest that thgy bo studicd coarefully = that you ca
ot us have your opinion on thce basis of thorough familiarity
wi th t e problan, Other doouments will bo scnt to you &as
the Imtcrnationd $Scerctariat g ts them,

Froternally £or the IeSe

Mortin
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Coxt ribution to the Debate on "Unity"

Since the discussion t &ing place at present in tk» arga=-
nizatl é6n is "apparently the most important ome-we have had sime
our fourdation, it is necess to put aside all disputes of a
personal nsture and the psychological appraisals of so-and-® ; ané&
to examine seriously the argumem s that are presented. In this
note I merely W sh to examine soms of the points that were brought
ot inthe discussion amd especially in the letters of coms Navilled

1) "The achievement of unity would be a huge backward step."

Is this true? Organic unity,said a-comrade during the course of
the disaission, would show that the workingdlass no longer had an
independent wvenguard, It wulmea tlke liquidation of the Third

Intemational, Then vay should we complmin®? Fer us) ever sime

last yar, following the Gema defeat, the Third Internatioml
hasno langer beam the rew lutimary vamguard of the proletariat. -
In deciding © wokx ow a comstbution for the Fourth International,;
‘ge igll)ljed the liquidation of #& Thid Imternational as well as the
econd . ‘

That there was no lomer any rew lutionary vanguard o the
prole taria t was understoadl up to thepre sent by a small number of
worke ras Iforganic unity serves to deflate, for the thousands
of rewlutimary wrkers, the fi ction that the Communist Interna-
tional was the rew lutiommary party of the proletariat, then this
organic unity, far from const tu ting a huge backward step, would
pernit many steps farward to e t &en., The only matters that can
concern us are that: (1) It sould not be by the victory of ;(2)
that it st ould advance the progre ssof the revolutionary movems nt.
Therefor e; the present tendency e the masses pressing for erganic
unity is a progressive but very cormfused temdency--in any case &
progressive tendency, ad we & ouldmeke wmse of it for the liquida~
tion of the Third Imbernational.

II) The comrades are terrified vwhen they say that "organic
unity in France will meam the 1liquidation of the Third International®
That we are not terrifisd we reve Jjust sid. But what the comr ades
do not see, i3 that it would meam e§ the same time the liguidatian
of the Second International E Franc e L Tew minutes re?%eo‘EIEi ,
W1l show wmat unifiocation notbe made on the fundamental
principk s of commudism smy mare than on the reformist principle s
of snoial demooracy. Unification today is for us a method of
speedi ng the break-up of the corservatism of the two bureaucracies
agairmst wh ich we have strugdled for ye ars, a method of clearing -
out the tubbish of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals and clearing the
path for the new party.

1II)Organic unity as a meth i of founding the new party
of the Fouwrth Internationdl had apme remtly not been presented
anong w , for the most part even a few months age., At the very
moment ‘when the Dorioct tendeny was in full swing, we thought
it wuld be possible t build this party by meams of a regroup-
irg of fractions broken away fmm the old parties, But fact is
fact emdit is on this nature that we muwst base ourselves: a
tendency oft he masses has coms up that ignores the past of the
old parties; that by the veryfact that it is a confused mass

.- tendenqy in the prooess of ewolutiom, cannot at once be placed

on tip politizel platfarm of a new marty that expresses its revo-
1w ionaxy aspirations in i s deaire to unite the workingclass
mor emB nte ' C -

To go against this tendency wuld t to cut off comple tely
the masses vao are in search of & rew lutionary solution, and espe=
odlally i#w uld mean resigning ti® mss word of unity to all sorts
of cemtrists mad reactionary tend encie s that would make use af this
&8 wgd b mislead the working cla ssinto all sorts of ill-
adviged directions,

Clearly we cannot comp te the stmggle for organic unity
Wt tke s truggle for trade union unity » Bub I am convinced
that we are row goinge to 1¥ e through, in the field of organic
unity, ome t.ing simiiar to that vhich has passed for trade unioen
unity md the unik c@ front, We shallsec again all the alibis, all
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the "fundamentals", all the pretexts of the conservative .

machinery for using the pass word of unity against ohe tendency
or another. We also have to know how to make use of this pass

word of unity to help along e regrouping O e revolutionary
forces of the proletariat, '

IV) They say to us: "We shall be abandoning our indepen-
dence, and that 1is the first of the eleven points that make
up the charter of our international organization." It can
simply be shown that in reality the concrete political struggle
cannot be encapsulated in any sbsolute formula, valid everywhre
and at all times., In the first plece, our organigation did not
discover this subject, nor can we aay that we have forgotten
it during the last period. And further! Let us give two
examples that will show better than any others that the indepen-
dence of the orgenization does not exist outside of the actual
situation in which it 1s placed.

In Austria 1t 1is incontestable that one of the causes of
the weakness of the Austrian Communist Party even during the
first years of the Comintern lay in the premature splitting
off of the revolutionary kernel from the powerful Austrian
social democracy. The price of this "independence", asserted
too early, nemely the break with the masses, was never made
good although from 19230-24 the Austrian communist Party, like
a1l the other communist parties in the world, drew on the
glory and the prestige of the October Revolutlon. This first
example shows that it is necessary to know how to become
"independent”.

The second example, also in Austria. I doubt if there 1s
o single comrade in our {nternational organization who can deny
that before the German defeat, at the very moment when we Wereg
gtill a fraction of the Third International, it would have
been preferabie Tor our Austrian comrades to have constituted
themselves a kernel within the fold of the Austrian Social’

Democracy \of the Second International) rather than to be in
the clutches of the Landaus and the Freys.

V) Comrade Navillc gives the following arguments If we
win over the working class to the fold of the united party,
we can equally win them over to the fold of tho genuine united
front and to the fold of the woviets." Unfortunately for
Naville's argument, there arc no soviets and it would not do
us much good to repeol "workingelass alliance" in the same way
that the Stalinists say "soviets everywhere". This does not
create Soviets, nor bring the allionce into being, bocause we
have not much specific gravity in the working class., We have
reproached the Stalinists for crying "Soviets everywhere"
without taking adequatec steps to create them, In the same way
Naville shouts "wwrkingclass alliance® without pointing out a
way of bringing it into existence, All the more if the working
class, instead of following the path that we arc proposing >
of*Working class alliance" degides (for a number of reasons
that we shall not consider here) on a different path: that of
organic unity which could, just like working class alllance,
pcrmit the comparison and delimitation of political tendencles,
Naville proposes to hold aloof. It is not at the moment when
the Stalinists abandon thelr ultimatism that we should take it

up.

We shall examine the other points later, especlally that
of the entrance into the S,F.I,0. in relation to this question
of organic unity.

P, Franck (August 1, 1934)



To the Central Committee of the Communist League
Tuly 26, 1934 :

Dear Comrades:

I) From a private communication from Garard I have
learned that the C.C.(including the province) was convoked for
Sunday. By whom and under what circumstances? I don't know.

I can only feel surprise at not having been kept in touch with

- what 1is going on, that is, at not having been summoned and not
having received the agenda. Besides I wish to emphasize that

since my departure I have not received any circulars nor internal
bulletins, nor one number of Verité. This is all the more incom-
prehensible to me since I was not one of those who declared that
their "non~cooperation with the C.C. was to he effective" '
(Molinier) and who put this maxim into practice, I do not see

why my absence from Paris should entdl such a rupture of relations.
I beg you to remedy it.

Although I am ignorant of the agenda of the C.C,
for Sunday, T. am herewith submitting some propositions to you.
I beg you to put them to a votse of the comrades. -

a) The C.C. should direct the Political Bureau to
elaborate a general resolution as a discussion basis for the
national conference previously decided upon Yend of August)

b)The C.C. should adopt the(joint) resolution as
the basis of its work,

_.Until now the discussion has been conducted by
false methods (meetings of parliamentary commissions, poorly
thought out measures,etc.) Obviously it is not a question of
discussion among the comrades, it is a question of making
Thom Telax their grip. This can only end in splits and fissions.

II) All the events of the past weeks militate in
favor of the maintenance of the League as an aptonomous orgas-
nization. Let us take for example the discussion of the single

arty. Now, it is as to who will defend the single party,

he position of our partisans is excellent if they_can dictate
the conditions of the single party on their base. 1t 1s necessary
to encourage the tendencies who understand thet making & union
with Frossard & Thorez is a backward step. On the other hend,
meking a split from FProssard and Blum, in a word foresecing the

nesis of a new party as we have done (much too modestly)
until now, that 1s progress. If you are in the S.F,I1.04, in
spite ofall ycur howls you will have only one platform:
Unity with the C.P. They tell ys that the formula is *toward
a new Congress of Toursl'what nonsense}{ This recalls
Chamberlland's new "Cpngress of Amiens". In the same year
they wish to make us pass through August 4th (Hitler in power)
7immerwald (bloc of the four) amd...Tourst This is too much,
comrades. t 4s all momkey shine. Tours was the split of a
commnist majority supported by the Third International which
had split off from the Second. Doriot says today that it is
necessary to "revise 19192 thus we must not do what was done
at Tours. But this is not our opinion. Thus, far from being
near Tours, we go ahcad and draw back, like the divers who in
the movies are made to splash up from the water to the diving
board., It is a fact. Before making the split of Tours, we
should have to have had unity. Remember 1905, remember 1912,

The supporters of the entrance into the S,F.I.O.
dish out two contradictory arguments, Comrade Durand (of
the I.S.) gave us a theoretical basis when he said we are at
the crux of an immense period of recoil (“revolutionary” undere
stood#, To stay outside (the big opportunist parties) means to
cut off from the masses; to hold togethor as a little group
is storile; therefore, we go to the S.F.1.0, (always with
this argument which gives us no foothold at ths bottom)., Comrade
Molinier says the opposite. Time is short, They or we--it is
a motter of months., The masses are on the offensivet 1solated
we cannot lead them and our pass words will not penetrats, If
we nre in the S.F.I.O0. we shall quickly be a leading fraction.
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Finally all eggree that we can get out if we must, but "with
2-3000 workers"! But tell me, 2000 workers when there are 2~
300,000 in the other parties, is that not still isolation?

All these arguments are very painful; they will
convince only those comrades who are still centrist, or po-
litically demoralized (Craipeau, Frank),

The whole discussion tends to try to convince us
that we are a hopeless sect., This 1is exactly the point of view
of Cachin, if 1 am to judge by the report in 1l'Humanite, That
there are very few of us, without an effective role of leader-
ship of the masses, this is not to be doubted, But it is still
the masses that must push us forward (and not literary combina=-
tions). To this the answer iss Even in the soviets, the little
groups (anarchist,dyndicalists) were unable to develop; even
Plekhanov and his group were unable to penetrate into the
Soviets. Another powerful argument! Are we anarchists, syndi-
calists or Plekhanovists? As the spirit of attack sand democracy
develop, we shall progress with :r without the support of Messra,
Zyromski, Fred Zeller and Co. But if this spirit does not
progress, all the contortiona we can make now, even in the
S.F.1,0, or God knows where, will not make us a leading revolu=
tionary party.

On this suhbject--heard a very interesting argument,

In Jamuary 1917, it seems, Lenin found himself cornlsioly
demorslized, the Eolshevil party was in fact chiiiivatsd or
centriui in its majority snd the wer contiausd, wiring out
physically the reservves of tae futurs, Isain thougat the war
could wecome a "permancnc shstacle’, This facih o extremely
important. On the eWe of Tebruary 17 (which transforms our
perspestives” . Lendn caw no woy out, Lnd why? Is it hecause
the leit Zimmerwaldists were still cnly a small greep, that the
Bolshsvik party was reduced to its least comnon dedominator?

No, it was beceuse they did nct see any rsaciion of the mussed
against tho messacre that purswed them, WRAS carl say if aliop
three or fowr more jyears of wur ithere would not heve Loea a
reaction lasting for decndest How can we hope under such condie
tions that the revolutiensry vanguard {vlhilch does not fall ready
made from heaven, hwt can only live thanits to the genral movement
of the exploiiud) would play ite role? But Lenin did not draw
from this tie ccnelusion that 1t was necessary to fit in with the
centrigts, tc follow o watca word of "pence", ete, No, 1ot at
allt He feushc a1l the mere vielently for the dreak with the
cnetricts. while «Ui1li Keeping in touwchh with theém, .2 he
prepar=d Wi hour when tnc masses in motion could increasingly
give their confidence to tuis group,

Again, comparison 1s not reasoning, But this 1is
an excellent example: Fér it is necessary to show one charace
terTetic of the situation. It is thiss the general backward
moveuwznt of the workers (internaticnal offensive of fascism)
1s opcrating in a period that included the liq idation of two
Internationals. To fuse the new International in the fire of
struggle we must on the other hand bulld on the rebirth of the
workingclass movement. The separate existence of our organi~
sation 15 an exprevsion of the fect that we are surmounting the
ruins and the rubhtish accumulated by two amtagonistie centrist
tondencies,

III) The eritical examination of our errors,
woaknesses (reed "treacherios™) is left out altogether, To
begin by accusing the leadership of the League with being
"satisfied" in order later to show them the S.F,I.O0. on the road
of uncertainty, 1s poor phrasing, Several of our documents sent
to the C.C. claim that for six months we are following a semie
socialist line. It is even a rcsult, it seems. -Well, Af we are
so, if that is how it is, 1t is very clear: we must help to
correct 1t, to change it! We must explain the source of this
attitu@e, etcs But here on:the contrary is the conclusiont
Since you are so "adapted" to the S,F,I.0,, why not enter 1it?
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Perhaps there you will learn to fight against Blum? Really
it is ridiculous. |

During the last month we published an action
program (which was elaborated in thecourse of a study and
discussion of more than a month) and which sums up our propo-
sitions for the present period. The League has encountered
complete hostility on the subject from the international or-
ganization. An offensive of unheard of violence was initiated
by the I.S, against the P.B., of the League accused of bankruptcys
Whom can we make beliewe that such criticisms and divergencies
can be masked by the amiable propositions Let us save the
situation by entering the S.F.I.0.?

: I hope the C.C. will know how to make an impartial
and serviceable estimate of its action in view of the National
Conference. I.do not insist on the subject of the article in
Humanite "among provacateurs". I think you immediately grusped
the importance of this. On this subject we shall have to put
out a good tract, we must speak of it at the tribunal of the
29; we must take action of coordination at the center and receive
a retraction., I don't know the article in Liberte but it must
have two objectst 1) to push the C,P, in its retractions, 2)
the old one. The article in Humanite is an exceptional circume
stance since it is a complete capitulation before the advance of
fascisms %his time it will be necess&ary to wage a vigorous
offensives It will be necossary to gite Lenin on the subject.
The C.C. should make a political declaration of the organization
on that subject. We must quote our action program, etc,

I am not making a theme for fear of repeating |
what you have prepared,

This article joined to' that of Doriot show that
we are not forgotten, dear comrades! We must spread our
- action program, :

V) Events in Austrige-Ip 1is necessary to agitate
for joining the I.S. Apparently war is the central question, -
This we must also speak of on the 29th, I think this question
will be covered in the special and in a tract,

Fraternally, P,N,



