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T0 THE QGREEX SECTION

From the International Secreta riat

chxAto all sectiohs

Dear comrades:

Tne attitude of comrade Vitte compels us to address this
letter to you and all the sections:

Tor some weeks we have been faced with the fact that
comrade Vitte, behind the back of the I,S, and the leadership
of the French League, has carried on a systematlc campaign
against these bodles,

The fact that Vitte has become the real inspirer and
the leader of a faction in the Ligue (Jewish group--Giacomi
ete,) which wé have already characterized in our resolutlion
of September 13, and what concerns the Jewish group in many
la ter documents, demands that this question be decided in a
decisive manner,

Since his arrival in Pa ris comrade Vitte has lent
himself to activity among alien groups in the ranks of the -
Ligue, but not in the sense of sirengthening thelr activity.
The aim of this activity, which was completely outside the .
control of the I,S, was to systematically "prepare” and turn
these comrades against the leadership of the Ligue and certaln
members of the Plenum, prepa ring by that his future action in
the Ligue. '

The attitude of comrade Vitte, in the interests of this
very action was subordinated in a control commission con~
stituted sbout six months ago by the E,C, of the Ligug ad hoc
and in the second control commission created by the Ligue after
the non-functioning of the first, exclusively in order to
examine the slanders propa gated against several comrades by
enemies of the Ligue and introduced into the very ranks of the
ligue., For this Commission, three comrades who were well
aware of the dlshonesty of the insinuations were choses,
Comrade Vitte who placed at the head of the Commission, not
only did not blamc the acts of the slandered comrades, but
officizlly took upon himself the responsibility for these acts
as a member of the Plenum, .

‘The control commission which was established, however,
revealed itself ignorant of its tasks end incapable of handling
them, In the course of several months it did not meet once,

It did not begin any investlgation into the slanders and insine
uations. The Parisian organization elected a sccond ¢ontrol
commission with comrade Vitte still at the head of it, This
commission brought about no change, .

In face of the menifest neglect of the temporary control
commission, thc Plcnum, the highest body of the Bolshevik-
Leninists, passed e categoric resolution on the subject of the
slenders. Thc control commission which in fact no longer exe
isted, was also formally liquidated.

However, after the members of the Commission and partic-
ularly comrade Vitte showed that they were involved in a
struggle against the Ligue and ageinst the Plenum (I.S.) an
attempt was made to rcsuscitate the alresdy liquidated control
commission, in order in its name to sanction the slanders con-
demned by thcm previously, ngainst their present political
adversarics,

Followi ng this arbitrary factional activity of a part of
the second control commission, such as it was, the leodcrship
of the Liguc was obliged to dissolve it, The Plenum approved
this decision complectely.

~ The Plenum can only condemn indlgnently and with repug-
nenee this incdmissable and unworthy menncr of acting. The
organization has never been cble to prcvent comradc Vitte from
formalating openly his thoughts end criticisms, It was in the
Plenum of 20/8 that for the first time the fact of the climln-
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ation of the permarent funotions (imperstively dictated by the
financial situation) gave Vitte the preotext to raise the ebsurd
accusation "thet they want to eliminate the Gresk sectlon from
‘the Plernum and that there 1s no demccracy in the I,0,", accusas
tions for which he has never given the leasd prcof and which

. sound especially strange in the mouth of a menicer of the lzad=~
ing body of the I.0, who should himself carry the responsibility,

. On the 13th of September the Flenum adopted the resolution
on the Ligue. The lmmediate urgency of this resolution provoked
by the attitude of Glacomi, of the Jewlsh group, €tC..s..s
threatening the very cxistence of the Ligue, Comrade Vitte

‘was absent from France, After his return to Paris comrade Vitte
did not come to the Plenum as was his duty in crder to ezxpress
his point of view, but he went to his local group in the Llgue
wherc he not only took = position against the Plenum, but de-
clared that this "résolution 1s illegal™.! ? -

Several deys later, on 23/9, in the genarsl mcmbershlp of
the Liguc in raris, comrade Vittc cxpresscd the opinion that
the exnclled comrades should take part in the meeting in order
to defond"thelr noint of view™ (Giacomi) and voted for the
following resolution: '

"The general membership meeting of September 23, after
learning of the rcsolutions of the I.S, and the .0, expeclling
the .comrades 15 dayvs before our national confercnce;

"Aftcr having discussed the reasons for thesc expusliouns,
rejeets the resolutions and declares that they are not motivated,
that they arc burcaucratie measures, tending only to harm the
discussion for the National confercncc ancd to disorganize the
Ligue,

"The general membership meeting of the P,D, declared
thoe decision of the E,C., uncxcusable and decides thot Giacomi
will partizipstc in the mcetings of his group, in thc meetings
of thc Paris District and the District Committcc."

Comrade Vittce deelared conscquently that he participated
in the meetings as o Lizue member ond not as o member of the
Plenum,

Next day comrede Vitte participoted (herc clrendy In his
capacity as o momber of the Plenum) in the mscting of the
Itolian scetion, Hc launched attacks agoinst the Plenum ond
dofended Gincomi dcclaring in this mecting among othcr things:
"For thrce yeors in the French orgenization, cverything waos
like 2 family, in o rotiecn ~nd corrupt circle" on o reply that
Gincomi hod admittcd "thot he had 1¢ft o Stolinist cesspool in
order to fall into anothcr" ond so on,

Comrodc Vittc could not find a single word to scparnte
himself from thcsc urhe~rd of cccusations, but on the contirary
he continucd to defend Giccomi.

Corrcde Vittc undcriook 21l thesc actions in the nome of
his conccption of "democrocy"which he hos the sudoeity to call
Bolehevik, Such a concception has nothing to do with the dom~
ocrotic centrolism of a Bolshevik poarty, but con lead only to
the disorgonizotion and the disintegration of any revolutlontiy
"~ organizetion,

It scems inconceivable that comrads Vitte appccls to éom-
ocrecey in his aetivity. But on his sidc comrade Vitte should
have spplicd "democrecy" in his own scetion, In any case onc
of thc fundamental principles of democracy is to subordinatc
oncself to thc decisions of the majority, The Plenum (I,S.)
good or bad 1s composcd of representatives of the prineiple
scctions, and conscquently represcnt the point of view of the
majority of our intcrmational organization, Remaining in the
minority in the Plenum, V, hod the right to meke hls viewpolnt
krovn to the leaderships of all the sectlons, in order thus to
prepere for the future intcrnotional confercncc, for the new
eniayged Plenum, o change in the composition of the I,S, or of
its. policy, Such conduct would be quitc competible with the
principles of dcmocrntic cecntrolism, Instcad of that comrade
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Vittc oddrcssed himself to the local groups of the Ligue (Paris)
with an ape al not to exacute the decislona of ths center
elected democra¥Icalily. TUCH & WANNET OF 8CCLAE 13 B ¥ trie sare
ITme & blow 8% democrscy end a misconception of centrallsm,

Tn other words the conduct of comrace Vitte is incompatible
with the Bolshevik principles of orgenizations. o

At the meeting of the Flenum, V pretended that we wanted
to eliminate the Greek sectlon by identifying himself with it
"I am the Greek section", These words alone are enough to
characterize the political and. organizational methods that he
wants to introduce in our organization, V¥hile V manifestly
estimates its possibilities, its forces, objectively miscon=-.
struing the state of things; by underestimeting it, as we hope
the independence of judgement of the CGreek section and the
ideologic connections of the Greek section with the I.0, Even
if he could succeed on thc basis of the nrineiple "I am the
Greek section" & bonspartist and non-Merzist princinle,
temporarily tesring away the Greek scetion, thls action could
not help but ccusc o profound ferment in the ranks of ths
gection, The workers would like to know why and how they have
been separated from the Internstional Opposition which until -
now has given them fundamental ideas and political directlves,
In previous years mony 2plits have taken place in the Greck
section, Morcover 1t appears quite probable to us that one of
the important causcs of split was the principle: "I am the
section." Thore can be no doubt that the ideas of Marxlsm-
Leninism as opposed to the methods of V, will producec a new
differcntistion in the Greeck scetion., Around V, will remain
only an infinitcsmal purely national sect which like Lendau
and Co, will lead = hopeless life while greet re rspectives opan
before us et rresent, .

In abalysing the history of the V, conflict with our inter-
national organization, the following facts can be established:
V. is obviously sccustomed to commanding hils national scction,
by reducing the clements of democracy to 2 minimum, It is with
these habits thot he was called upon for leeding work, The
circumstances have ropidly shown thet his netional cxperience
is absolutely insufficient for the tasks of an independent
iptornationel leadership. In itself this is no* an irreparcble
misfortunc. The I.S., as a whole 1is composed of young militents
who are compelled to learn from cxpsrience, The condition
necessery for such 2an apprenticeship is collcetive, friendly
work., But comrade V, hes carried a reedy-made v.:Inciple with
nim: "I am the I.S." When he clashed with a natural resis-
tance, he set himself the tesk of possessing the I.8, in 1ts
entirety with the help of behind~-thé-scenee organizailonal acts,
THas T8 has syscenec.cally, penind the bacxs of the I.S. and
the Executive Committee of the Ligue, begun to aggravate all
kinds of grievance (e,g, the Jewish group, Giacomi, ete.) to
compromise the I,S, not at 211 deterred by intentional mis-
information, €tCeeees

In this work V. united around himself the most undisciplinec
and unprincipled elements who basically have nothing in common
with Bolshevik-Leninist idees and have remained in our ranks
only because their disorganizing end in very great measure
demorelizing work has too long pemained unpunished, Lven
during his short trip to London V. ettempted to turn the Britisa
gection agalnst our international organization end its leading
center, To this end he declered especially to the British
comrades that the rroposal to enter the I,L.P, came from
1solated persons and not from the entire Plenum, FHowaver, the
Plenum with the active participation of comrade V, passed =
regolution on this question unsnimously. Comrade Vitte could
not help but recall this decIsion, for he took 1tﬂon himself
to carry it out; that is to defend it before the Lnglish com-
rades., This example together with ths examples cited above
give us a sufficient picture of the methods comrade V, has re-

course 1o,

To what endt He cdeclarcs thet mo politicetl differences
divide him from the Left Opposition. Ve havd hcerd those Ao«
clarations dozens of times from the mouths of Rosmer, Landauﬁ
Frey, Mill, ctc, They wers 511 in agreement with the "ideas
of the Left Opposition provided that did not bind them to carry
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* them out in prastice nor to a consistent policy, ‘nor in sincere
collective work, nor in revolutionary discipline, An a ttitude
of this kind towards the ideas of the Left Oppoesition 1s char-
acterized not as Bolshevik-~Leninist but as peity bourgeols N
Yrsllow-tra vellers", The presence of such eléments in our
organizati on was inevitable for a certain time.. The best. of
them will be chenged a little by their educstion in the :
proletarian milieu the worst will be expelled, but it is ab-
_splute;yjpbviogg;that;thg'petty bourgeols fellow=-travellers,
‘impregna ted with the thought 'I am the' organizatioh" have no
‘place in the leading body of ogr international orgaenization,

‘Comrade Vitte who cites on all occasions his previous
~activities is qulte new in the Left Opposition, He has hardly
participated in the wark of our organization, He has hardly
had the opportunity to show that he has really grasped the
ideas and methods of Bolshevism, We belleve that he has still
mach to learn in this field, That is why we believe that it
is absolutely out of place for comrade Vitte to set himself
up a8 an implacablc judge towards all and sundry and even
pretends to the E rsonal division of our entire organization,

Comrade .Vitte has carried on extensive agitation a gainst
the Plenum, sccusing it of inability to function, etc... We
are not at all inclined to close ow eyes to the faults and
inadequacies of our work, .We are trylng to do everything that
will improve the work of the I,S, in all fields, However, we
ask the comrades not to forget that there l1s not a single appoint
ed militent in the Plenum who can consecrate all his time to the
affairs of the I,S, We have none who can’do the technical work
‘of copying or mimeographing the documents, » .

~*©  However, despite all the great inadequacies of our work
V. less than anypne_has'the'right“té*make reproaches 'to us,
Up t111 September V, has been the permanent appointee for
several months and in the oplnion of all the comrades, it was

- precisely in thls period that the I,8, was practically nons=
‘existent; letters unanswered, the majority of sections com=
plaining for lack of directives, Weo cannot consider as a
justification the fact that comrade V, has devoted all his -
time to bechind-thc-scenes "activiiy",

Several times the Plenum communicated to comrade -V, recall-
ing his tasks to him and proposing to him to take his opposition
into legal channels, V, dld not reply to thesc avpeals and
reminders of the comrades except by renewing his disorganizing
work, ' Such a-situstion cannot be- tolerated any longer, The

Plénum cannot tolcratec as one of its membcrs an individual who

systematically and consciously violates- disciplinc and appeals
for violation from the subordinate organizations, ' »

. The Plenum states: further colleboration with comrade V.
is impermissible, to charge c. V, with responsibility for this
condition: -to ‘appeal to our Greek section to replace Co Ve

with another comredc who reelly finds himself on the basls of
the organizational principles of Bolshevism, IR

Paris, Septgmberfzg,“19§5,
DECLARATION BY VITTE - |

On,the_“ReSoluiioﬁaof'the 1.5, on the erisis in the ranks of

‘the French Lepgie and the Internatiqnaltchange'1ﬁ;orfentgnion".

T learned that the I.S, in 1ts escssion of ‘Sephember 13-
pagscd a resolution on the situstion in the French Leagucf
'SinceqrxWasfﬁcﬁgin*France”andﬁconsequently-unableib?eaﬂten@; .

'vthiéfsession,"I“feélyobliged-to;dbfine‘my’positton on the
j]questionfunder1diScussion“and“thefresolution passed,  To avold
©'all cdnfusion-andwto.place’thewrcsponsibility, I request the
I,S. to transmit this declaration to the sections, as it has
‘done‘wfth'thdﬁf6361ut;oﬁsgﬁ“ T T e AT

;}'b”_tfigf‘In>pdﬁn$ 1 of your:resolutibn‘yOu cOnsider~it;nec-
‘egsary 'to propose 1o the: Italtan ‘section to replace its rep=
‘feéeﬂtﬁtivygiﬁlthﬁﬂl;s;ébecaasewo£fh$sf@miticism,Qf‘phg¢1ast.
fﬁﬁ%hum”éﬁﬁﬁﬁf”hiﬁ*objections?tufdun'part&cipatidns:in‘yhe‘conﬁ
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ference of the Left Socialist mrties, I find the argumentatloh
on which you base wour vreposition jneonsistent, Comrade Giacoml
participated in the last Plenum after naving peen elected dele-
gatex by his section, Ir 1n his eriticiom of that which con-
cerns the Plenum, comrade Glaceml had develoned conceptlons
contrary to those of nis section, it is thne Ii¢alian sectlon
which, after his report, cught to meke measures and dlsciplinary
measures against. him, In the first piace, the fact that all the
comrades who signed the I,S, resolution had voted to transform
this Plonmum into the I,8., and in this way hed elected comrade
Giacomi into the I.S., »roves that thise comrades did not con=
gsider the criticiam made by corrade .Giscomi in the Plenum to

be incompa‘ible with his nmembership in the I,5. The second
motivation cf your prcposal, on the criticisms and objectlons

of comrade Giacoii to our participation in the conference of
left socialist parties, can not justify such a proposal ‘elther.
Then, in the Plenum resolution,. it is cleerly staied that such

e turn can not be definitely concluded until af+er thorough
discussions, and that this resolution merely opens these dis-
cussions, more precisely: "T{ is necessary thal thls turn of
historic importance be preceded by ample discussion to clarify
thoroughly all the questions pound up with it =nd develop the
tasks which flow from it." The same cautlon thaet the internation-
al organization showed towards 211 the orgenizations and comrades
who wére opposed to the change of our orientation in Germany,

it ig today neccéssary to show toward all those who hesitates or
have objections on the question of the new intermational orient-
ation., It never occurred to us to demand the replacement of

the German member of the Plenun for his opposition to the
creation of the second party in Germany. Quite the contrary,

we tried during the long discussions we had with the German
comrodes, to show them the greatest consideration, The same
attitude ought to bc shown today toward comrade Giacomi, If
this comrade, on the besls of our participation and our activity
in the conferencze of left socialist parties, expresscd fears
cbout the dengers which cculd follow our action with thesc
elemcnts, our duty is to discuss witnh him and to convince him,
but in no casc to mcke hasty resolutions and to treat him os yuu
have in your recsolution,

2, In point 2 of your resolution you take up the caus es
of the bad situstion in the French Leesgue,. You say on this
subject: "It goes without saying the causes of this aituation -
are manifold. Nevertheless you do not menticn these manifold
causes, which would heve been a positive contribution toward
the ameliorstion of the situation in the Trench League, For
my part, I hope to be in a position to formulate for you in
several days, in writing, my estimation of the means of hls
rehabilitation., You say only: "But the principle cause consists
in the fact that several national groups, in part emigres, lend
a life independent of ths League, volunterily isolation them-
selves, end finally influencing the organization not in the sense
of the great new tasks of the League, but in the sense of their
prejudices and methods of an isolatsd and unprincipled circle,"
This a ssertion seems to me entirely unfounded., ©On the contrary,
I believe the I,S. should grasp and weigh the considerable ime
portance of the role of foreign laborers who, because of thelr
living conditions and their active prticipation in the class
struggle, constitute a revolutionary glement of the first water
in France, This question deserves to be thoroughly gone into
and taken up by the French organization and the international
leadership, and, considering thet recently I have been closely
concerned with this question, I hope to'be able to give you a
detailed enalysis of it in s short time. I can only refFCh
deeply the unfortunate explanation you have glven of the causes
of the erisis in the French organization. Coneretely as to the
foreign comrades who arc members of our French organization, I
believe most of them are ddvanced militants, convinced and con-
sistent internotionslists, The only criticism that can be made ‘
in this province is that this work and its importance have beén
nearly always neglected by the leadcrship of the organization,
If thls work had been better organized, the French League would
have had a chonee to develon genuincly internetional activity,
Considering that many foreisgn comrades on scveral occasions have
left France for theilr homes, ond vice vorsa, the Leaguc could
play an importent role in stimulating and training militancy and
forming organizations in a number of countries,
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3., You consider it neccssary to propose the expulsion

of the Jewish members of the Paris district, ond you explain
the expulsion as foilows: "The Jewish memosrs find themselves

in the catagory, that for the past three years has been systeme
atically conducting a straggle 2grinst the League and its methods,
a struggle the more blite in that 1t was never directed by
cleariy stated principies," I aiso was of the opinion, basing
it on information and documents deting from the acute epoch of
conflict the League wsni through two yeers ago, that thls group,
in trying to conduct an independent life on the basis of its
activity in the province of forelgn langusge work, found itself
out of harmony with our organizational principles, In basing
myself on these conclusions, during a certaln period I was at
odds with thess comrades in the Parls district., It was precisely
this struggle and the need to prove through my own experlence tke
negative qualities of thils group in order more effectively to
combat them, that brought me to diametrically opposite conculsions.
That 1s to say that the Jewlsh comrades of the Paris district
are oppositionists, confirmed in our ideas in every field, They
have a rare internationalist education and are sctive and militant
in all branches of activity of the organlzation. Especially in
the field of the communist movement among the Jews, which is =o
important in France, they enjoy a considerable prestige, There
aere among them comrades who are politically and in the field
of trade unlon activity some of the best qualified members of
the French organization. The fact that Mill end Senine were
formerly among the leaders of this group proves nothing against
the qualitles of the devoted militents among the present Jewish
members of the Frenc¢h Lesgue, Just as we can not seriously
accuse the German Opposition of responsibility for the attitude
of Uhrbahns and the capitulation of Wels =nd Co,, nelther can
we utilize the capiltulation of Mill end Senine against those
who ha ve remeinced faithful to our principles and worked actlvely
to spbead them, Nor 1is it true that these comrades have not
a clear position, To all important questions they bring, &as
League members, political contributions that are notewortly, 2d
it is worth remarking that many of these contributions are more
or less openly adopted by the present lecaders of the Lesgue,
They take part regularly in their political groups and their
positions and remerks are often adopted by all the comrades

{that is to say, by several non-Jewish comrades), This is natural
because in thoir delly activities they think not a2s members of
o separate Jewish politicel group, but as members of the French
League, Under these conditions, to demend the expulslon of these
militants means to violate the principles on which the creation
of the Third Internationsl was based and our Internationel
Opposition was formed, You write in your document: "At present
the Jewish group, instcad of hrelping the Left Opposition confront-
ed with the enormous tasks, are doing a work of sebotage and
slander, Thelr representatives spesk of a so-called orientation
toward the social democracy, systématically insult the leading
bodies of the Leagué and of the I,L.0., in the prescnce of advers-
aries of the League, In a word, it 1s cvident that thelr presence
in the League 1s dictated simply by the hopc of destroying its
exlsting eadres with the concurronce of those who work against
the League," This statoment does not at all correspond to the
facts, Quring rccont wecksand even during the work of the last

Plemum I have hsd occasion to hear from those members responsible
for the conduct of the Frenech Lesgue, plenty of eulogles on she
loyal attitude and sincere cooperation-of these comrades during
this last period., By imprecssions and I think also the impression
of the majority of the comredes of the Peris district, is that
these comrades have a decp-seated desire to work for the benefit
of the orgenization. But these comrades, like the majority of
the Paris district and like nearly all the workers of that dise-
trict, have a critical attitude toward the policles, the organ-
izational methods, and the militent qualities of certain comresdes
in the lcadership of the League. To expel thom for this seems
to me a deed incompatible with our prineiples, y

4, Since you esonsider it correct to take up in this
document the question of "pcrsona 1 attacks" on comrade M, of
the leadership, and to drow once morc the conclusion that several
further expdlsions are necessary end several thrcats to "whoever
it may ve", I should likc to in~orm you dofinitely of my opinion
on that questlon with full conscliocusness of the responsibiiities
Involved and with cll the authority of my militont p ast in the
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commanist movement: the fact that this question has been con-
stantly cropping up for years. past &nd this only in the French -
Léeague and pbecgsely in regard to M.y is a sign that it deserves
a more searching examination, We know that very often in the
communist movement slanders are cast on the militants, XKever-
the less this does not prevent the vanguard of the proletariat
from orientating themselves frequently toward the militants who
are most often slandered by their enemies, But the constant
reappearance at different times within the organizaetion of such
a phenomenon may be an indication that it is not the slanderous
nature of such an adversary, but a genuine cause that brings
about this phcnomenon, It becomes an imperative duty for each
militant to examinc thils spécific question and take & position
based on his own experience, Since I have been in the French
organization, I have had to face this question, So that, after
having studied this phenomenon as closely as possible, very
minutely and with the grcatest attention, I have arrived at

the conclusion that thereils in the Leagu¢ a specilal case, the
case of the momber M,, a case tha t consists in this~-that the
member consciously and sygtematically employs material means

~ in the organization to scg himself above all discipline, and
actually not bcing disposed to respect any organizational rules
but on the contrary having decided to meke his own will law
within thc organizotion., This sets the question, then What
should 4 militont do whon he is convinced that duch a case
exists in the organizotion, Fof us the answer is clear: to
hesitate to posc the question because of its nature or the con-
sequenccs it moy involve and to strive against this state of
affairs which is contrary to our prinéiples, méans to lose the
very face of a militent revolutionist, Fs this an unprincipled
strugglc? Not at all, It is o political struggle having a
particular angle, On the fundamental principles of Bolshevism,
without the application of which it will never be possible to
construct communist oprganizations and ecducate cadres, is the
existcence within the organizations of organizational rules
permitting thce sclcction of militants on the basis of activity,
of devotion to the 1ldcas ond so forth of these militants,

Only such 2 sclcetion permits the establishment of a division
of labor and ¢ classification of forces which assures the groote-
cst returns for our lobors, Only on the basis of this selcction
can a nucleus be formed which, by its politieal positlon, by
its directives, by its activity, by the militant qualities of
its members, constitutes a center for thc assimilatlon of .
new clements and the formaltion of new cadres, If a sclection
based on these prineiples does not functlon, no assimilation of
cxpericneccs and no lmportant progress can taoke placc, And
bccausc we arc an international organization, the nefarious
characterigtics that monifest themselves in o national organka-
tion which plays an importent role in the internstional organig-
ation, up to the moment when they are criticized, condemned and
driven out, must appear in the activity of our international
body with all the consequences that follow for the authority
and the normal life of the international organization, This

i3 why this question is not a matter of "personal complaints"
but a political question with serious consequences not only
for the 1life of the French League but also for our international
organization, It will venish only with the establishment of

an effective commnist control and discipline in the organiza-
tion, You mention though not clearly that "comrade M, was
officially instructed to continue his financial trensactlons
for the benefit of the International Opposition" and arrive
finally at the conclusion that considering that thé "control
commission named by the League to decide on the attacks made

on this subject declare themselves unable to reach any conclusion,
despite the urgency of the question," "The Plenum of August,

a t the demand of the executive committee of the League, con~
sidered it indispensable to intervene and put an end to the
poisonous insinuations by a decision which has a double char-
acter, On the onc hand they condemn the slanderers and on the
other they invite comrade M, to dedicate all his efforts to
political work and stop 2ll specifically commercial activity."
These are only appearances, The fe cts arec éntirely different:
M, having suspicions thet the control commission was leaning
toward conclusions unfavorable to him, tried on various pret-
exts to disqualify and didsove it, At the same time he tried
to get a certificate from the May Plenum, But supposing that,
the Plenum decided to give him this certificate subjeet to the
right of control, he considered it corrcct at this commission
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to renounce the political activity from which no ‘one had eéver
tried to dissuade him, It is clear that the Plenum can not
prevent any member from working exclusively in the material
field, Comrade Doudain, one of the oldest and most active
workers of the League, to whom you have also handed’'a notlce

of expulsion, only added to the demand of comrade M, a do cument
addressed to0 the control commission, a procedure completely in
line with the rules of a communist organization,

5, You have occupled yourselves at another point of
your resolution with proposing measures concerning the National
Conference of the French Lecague, in ordér to "defend the rey-
olutionary dignity of the organization,..to the outer world",
because the "national conference of the League will be observed
and commented on with the greatest attention,,.also by our
enemies," We have rocpeeted a thousand times to those who say
that our criticism of the International and matters concerning
the situation in thc U.S.°.R, only glvcs weapons to enemiese-
that the rolc of genuinc communists docs not consist in shutting
one's cycs and hiding facts, but in sceking thc actual causes
for a situation and irying to change the situation by accurate
eriticism, Then how is 1ltpossible that the Netional Conference
has not the right to dcliberate on all the qucstions of the
French orgnnization and form its ownl opinlon on & question of the
utmost importancc for the dcvelopment of this organization?
Before an intcrnational commission or even the entirc intcr-
national organization takes up the qudstion of the internal
regime of thc French Leegue, 1t is the right and the duty of the
Tower organizotions end cven more of the National Confercncc of
the Frénch Leaguc to plumb thoroughly this qucstion for them=-
aclves. Thnils is demoeratic centralism., And the oppositc method
is forcign to demoeratic ccntralism,

6. I protcst cmergctically against the totally unjust-
{fiable mcasurcs of cxpulsion of opposition militants proposed
by you and immcdiatcly put into effcct by the lcadcrship of the
French Leaguc~-moasures dictated cxelusively by an intcrest in
preventing & sufficicent political discussion at thc Natlonal
Conforenece of the French Loaguc, wholly inconsistent pretoxts
clumsily invented two wecks before the Nationa 1 Confercnce,
The rolc of thc intcrnational body docs not consist in intcr-.
fering unilaterally and partially in national organizations and
attompting to invent profound and prineiplod divergeness in
places where they do not ¢xlste-but on the contrary it consists
in fagilitating thc expression of oprosite opinions and genuine
divergenecs in places where they do cxist, through normal chan-
nels of discussion in the ronks and in the rcsponsible loeal
and national organisms, The best method for insurdng the con-
struction of an orgenizction on a solid basc, is to pcrmit the
rank and £ilc to ecxpress its opinions and choose for itself the
leadership it desirces.

If I grasp thc contents of your resolution, with this dec-
1arotion I foll into the class of "whoever they may b4" and am’
susceptiblc to thc scrious measurcs mentioncd in your document,

T am awelting thesc measures with the calm that I have maintaimed
throughout my 1ifc as a militent, when, In the prescnce of simi-
lar important cascs in our movement, I arrivced after o long and
paticnt investigation at firm concluslons and I cased my con-
science by formnulating them to the body in which I havc worked
responsibly.

Dixi ct salvavi animom meam,

LETTER T0 THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT BY GOUROV
8/10/33

Deoar Comrades,

On the cve of the conferonee of the Ligue I addresscd a :
personal leticr to comrade Vittc in which I have tricd to restrain
comradc Vitte from further movements on the path he is travell=-
ing, which can bring no good to the Intornational Opposition, to
the Greck scction or to comrade Vitte personally. I hove rccalled
to comradc Vitte that his splitting conspiracy in the Parls Liguc
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‘would inevitably have an-internstional repercussion 'and would
reflect badly particularly on the Greek section,

: If he engages in an open and sharp struggle, the two sect-
ions will inevitably defend thelr »noint of view before all the
sections included., The manner of his advance will make it
q uite obvious to the overwheiming majority of the sections who
have carried on the strugnle sgainst Landau, Mill, Well and
others, that it is a reproduction of the struggle of these
people only in a worse form, in the last analysis it will re-
duce itself so that comrads Vitte, after suffering a defeat
in the Ligue and in our entire Inlernational organization,
will ineviiably endeavor to oppese the Grecsk section to our
whole Intermational orgenization, This attempt will inevitably
lead, by the very logic of the situstion, to the disintegration
of the Greek section end Lo, 1ts transformation into a natlonal
gection of Vitte's. This analysis, a persnoctive briefly form-
ulated in my letter, is interpreted by Vitte in his answer as
an attempt on my part "to elirinate" the Greck section, I do
not think thot Vitte undersitands the mesning of my letter, His
interpretation is meant, not for me, nor for thé international
opposition generally, but for the Greek section, In other
words Vitte is alrcady completely token up with counterposing
the Greek section to the internctional opposition, does not
hesitate to employ disloyal insinuetions,

Although Vitte speaks of his Bolshevik "orthodoxy" in his
letter, I personally, on the basls of nll the experience with
Vitte have come to the conclusion that a2lthough he has assimil-
ated this or that theoretical or stroiegical formula of the L,O,
he is very strange to the methods of Bolshevism, He has man-
ifested this particularly in e letter written to me in which
attributing to me the monstrous attempt "to eliminate" the
Greek section he writes pathetically: "While the Left Opposit-
jon orients itself towards the left soclalists we are intolers
ant and hostilé towards the Bolshevik organization in Greece',
In other words, Vitte develops Giacomi's theme: We are making
o turn to the right, and that is why we are compelled to bresk
with the real Bolsheviks, »

T do not believe it would be worth the effort to teke time
out for this esssertion, if behind it is not hiddén the radically
false understanding of our whole new orientation, Vitte probab-
1y believes that it meens more conciliatory relations towards
centrism, menshevism, etc, In reality this circumstance of the
left socialist organizations approaching us obliges us %o be
doubly vigilant of the strictest principled tenacity and inter-
nal discipline; it is only on this condition that our less num-
erous cadres can have'a healthy revolutionary influence on the
left-centrist parties., Thus the new orientation demands closer
cohesion of our own ranks and more Iintransigance towards vac-
1llations of all kinds, of menshevist organization methods and
personal intrigues end insinuations,

The response of comrade Vitte shows that my attempt to
appeal to his revolutlonary responsibility was a mistake, I
am correcting this by bringing this whole episode officially
to the knowledge of the I.S, as the leading body directing our
international orgonization,

G.G.
70 THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT FROM THE
 GREEK SECTTION

On the. Resolution of the Plenum of the Communist Opp- :
osition (BL) of the 20th August on the Subjeet of the I.S.

October 15, 1933 the Political Bureau of the Communist
Orgonization of Bolshevik Leninists (archeo-Marxists) in a
joint session with the members of the Central Committee present
in Athens, having-deliberated on the decision of the August

Plenum on the I.S. @
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PEGRETS. 1ts inabi?ity to approve the‘?esolution adopted on
the sbolition of paid-officials of the I,S, and the modification
of funections of the I,S,

DECTARES that. thils aet constitutes a retrogression of the
Internaticual Organization whish is thus deprived of a concrete
orzon maid up ci"definite persuns responsibie to the Internat-
fonal Opposilicn. The decision to arclish peid oifflcials and
the rneéirficotion of +he functions of +he Plenum in the T,S. 18
cennrary o the Adeclslon ¢f the Pre~Conferance waich expressed
8 2asire to form o pulitical center for itself and not & "leiter
boz" in the vory mccurate efppession of the Swise delegete. The
preseni si‘vation of tks . 1.S, is a retrogression even ccmpared
to the nariod of the sdiinletrovive I,S. made up cf definive
ané ragponsible verzons, We consider that a Plenum of wrich
the merbers ore constortly changing, of which the resolutlons
are mods DYy new persons ench time, does not permii the secthions
to find out who conswiiute the lecding body, who is respcasitle,
and how the bcdy functicns, One has the feeling that instead
of 2 head the I,0, has & vaéuum to gulde it, ‘which caon nét give
it any politicol davectives, if incdeed the I,0, survives, All
the more do we considsyr this change abominable bacause today,
with the néw orientation of the I.0., its relations with the
gsocialist parties eatnblished, with experienced leaders, it
would need o leading Center cavoble of swinging whese organiz=
otions and lecding the I.0, with assurance on the road most
difficult, of *hs Fourth International. The TI.0,., taxes a step -
backward by this chonge and, as proof of "the vietory of the
"teohnical I.S." over the "political I,S," - the spirit that
considers that the I.S. should be a research bursau and not a
political secrevariat., This is the spirit which, acnquered at
thé Pre-Conference, had its revenge in August ond indicated a
lac’s of comprehension on the port of its instigators of the
gravity of the present situation, :

Bétween the two sessions of the Plerum who is going to lead
the L.,0? Who will sive directives, Wwrite letters? Undoubtedly
there will be scme crne who will do it, The technical Secretarish
foreshadowed by the Resclubtion of September 13th? Certainly not
Hers then is the real mocniag of the changet, Between the two
Plenums the occuli force s that trompled the resclution of "the
Presfonference ond to whom the exisbiance of a p ormanent I,S.
wos an obstacie for their goal of lording it over the 1ifs of . °
the I.0. The Flenum will be merely a mask to cover the Unknown,
Invisible and Tryreszponsible Onés who for three ycars nave been
growing at the hacd of the I.O, Cur Leaderghip provests. and .
declores that 4% will demand a reckening before the Intvernations
nl conference from the comrades who voted for these regoluiion
and at the same time demand thot this resolution be eommunieate
to the other secticns. From the moment that  the I.S. is
gupposed to form its directing nuclcus by the sciectlion cf
militants, the sections chould kmow the nomes of the comrodes
who have shoun such o latk of understanding of the tasks of the
period on which we have entered, '

24 In recognition of the circumstances and persons involved

we shall not cecept as real the ba sis for the destruction of tle
leading committce of the I.S. Fincnelal roacons are a protext -
this we are ready to prove if we are asked to,

3. The chonge in the I,S. attack on the Greck section which, |
having no means to support a representative on its own resourceg
will be foreed out from International leedership, I you tuke
into consideration the fect that of the six secltlons forming

the Plenum, the four (French, Gsrmen, Ruselan, ILzalian), have
their base in Paris, and Beigium is oniy = few hears t#som Parils,
i1t is easy to sée thot it 1is Graece that will ve eliiminated
from the Plenum., It is clear énough in the proposition of
Verecken: ‘

: "Phe sections that for financial reaaohs cah not take part
in the work will be required to take 4 position by mall princip-
le on the questions and possibilities,”
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Thus the Greek section is deprived of the 'right to put its
experience of 13 years at the gervice of the I,0., the years during
which it struggled to establish the present archeo Marxist org-
4nization,

4, Besides we consider that the I,5, should be removed
from Paris in order not to mix in the conflicts of the French
section. This fear expressed by comrade Verecken himself at the
Pre-conference has been unfortunately realized, The P,B. con-
siders it a misteke on the part of the I,S, that it put aside
the question of M, without passing any resolutions, DNeither in-
sinuations nor slanders could arise if comrade M, would give
what he gives directly to the leadership of the organization who
knowing the actual indispensable requirements would make usé of
the financial assistance of comrade M, and give an account to the
controlling body, Since this 1s not done we find ourselves in
the presence of results well known to the French section, We @
not consider that the Plenum has settle% the question in the
cadres of the communist organization, t 1s inconcelvable to us
how e communist can give financisl aid except to the leadership
of his organization., It is also inconceivable that the leaders
should not give an accounting to the congress or the confercnces,
All the merits of comrade M, for his financial aid arc drowned
in the bad way in which this aid is given.

We consider that the Plenum commits an error in taking such
an active rart in the quarrels of the French section, and ex-
press the opinion that the I.S, transformed in the spirit of
the decislon of the Pre-conference should be transferred to
Belgium and there set itself to the task of preparing the so
long postponed International Confercnce,

By order of the P,B, the International Secret-
ariat,

TO THE LEADERSHIP OF THE GREEK COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION OF BOLSHEVIKw

& J LU “

From the Ihternational Secretarist

Attentioh, all members of the organization.

Comrades, we have just received from you the followihg doc~-
uments: '

1, Letter from your National Youth Committee

- 2, Letter from the minority Spartakos Group and your
letter accompanying it,

3, Your resolution of October 15 on Vitte's declaration
on the question of the crisis in the ranks of the French League.

4, Your resolution on the new orientation of the I,O.
and explanatory letter,

5., Resolution on the I.S,.

We shall try to bring to the attention of all the scctions
as soon as possible this last resolution and the other documents
related to it., As for points 1 and 2, as well as that which con-
cerns our new orientation and the question of a new party in
Greece, we are writing you separately, Here we wish especlally
to take up with you the questions which according to what you
write us in which you oppose the I,S, and to the decisions made
by the Plenum of August 20 on this subject, And we shall follow
the same order of your exposition in doing so,

1. You begin by regretting "not being able to approve
a resolution adopted on the abolition of functionaries of the I,S,

and the modification of the funetions of the I,S,"

4 That is to say, you begin by opposing on the one
hand a state of affairs imposcd by the situation in which our
organization now finds itself, and on the othor hand o fact which
does not exist, C o A ,

a. Abolition of I,S. functfﬁharies
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~ Are we agoinst pald functionaries? We carnestly
regret not being able to nave paid officials-~that 1s to say
functionaries, for ‘our orgenization, Our aversion to0 "burcaue’
crats" does not mean that we can dispense with "functionaries".
Unfortunstely our organization does not yet have sufficient re-
sources to support "pald officials". The August Plenum declared
that while the I,S, had "paid of ficials", they could not afford
to mail letters, to earry on current activities, to assure the -
regalar publication of the International Bulletin, and so forth.
In deciding to abolish the "pald orliclals™, € August Plenum
decided to devote the resources of the I.S. first of all to its
organization and to assure its continuity by a scnsible division
of labor, strictly controlled, among the members of the Plenum
itself, Thus, the Belgian comrades were put in charge of thé
International Bulletin and the other publications- of the I.S.,
#hITe tThe resident members of the Plenum (Paris), who constitute
the present I.S,, were intrusted with all the durrent activitics’
(sec the decision of the Plenum and of the I.5, previégs1y<sent).
It 18 not o quéstion now of teking stock of our new I.”, organiz-
otion but it is a fact that it is the only one poasible in the
present stete of our internationsl organization, Those who at
the August Plenum (Vitte and Gincomi) supported the transfer of
the I.8. to Brusscls and the reduction of functionaries to a
single one, did not know how to suggest any tenable method for
the practical realizetion of such a proposal, In fact this prop-~
osition, if it hed becn acceptcd, would have meant the virtual
liquidotion of the I,S,, which would have found itself unable
to exist ond to work, especially to work as it should in the
present period. : '

b. Modification of the functions of the I.S.

The'August Plenum absolutely has not changed the
"sunctions of the I.S.T. It is false to nssert that the changes
in composition decided upon wore o "backward step", o "victory
of the spirit of the technical I.S. over tho political I.S.".

Tt wos the opposite which was declded, The I.S,, composcd of
direct representatives of the national sections themselves, dir-
ectly controlled by the Plénum and by all the sections of the
International Organization, correspond to thd meturity of our
Intcrnational Organization, and to thc tasks which fall upon it
1s the present epoch, The {nitiative for a new confercnce of the
"iour" for the middle of November, for our participation in the
Youth Congress, the editing of the Bullctin, of the meterial for
discussion on the elcboration of the program, and so forth, are
a1l matters which we belicve are out of the "technicol" field.
The I.S5. in its prcsent form is a politically responsible body,
working under the immediate and direct control of differcnt sec-
tions, ’

2, Cohsequently 211l your deductions are absolutely
arbiltrary, according to which "potween the Plenums" there would
no internstional leadership.

n. Those who would dictate "petween two Plenums"
would be "the occult forces that trompled under foat the resolu-
tion of thec Pre-conferencde and to whom the existence of the
permanent 1.5, is on obstacle in the way of their goal of lording
1t over the I,0.";

. b, "The Plenum would only be a mask to cover the
unknpown invisible and irresponsiblec ones who for three years
gnawed at the head of the 1,0,", and so on,

It is necegsary to pause.a 1ittle over these
arbitrory deductions that throw sufficient 1light on your state of
confusion,

The primory quality of the Bolshcviks is frankness
and clority., But it is in vain thet we study the various asscr-
tions in your documents, Whot arc the "occultforcos" in question?
Is it truc that therec arc invisible, irrcsponsible unknowns who
for threc years gnawed ot the head of the I.,0,? But how could you
forget that "during threc ycars" among thcse invisible unknown
irresponsibles who have nttacked the I.,0., was=-thls is not un=
importante=-s member of your leadershlp, with whom you still main-
tain solidarity?

Al1 that has been done (ovd not done) up to last
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August by the international orgonization was done (or not done)
directly through the agency of your organization, re rosentcd
in the I.,S. by comrade Vitte., If, as you now meintain, there
ave "ocoult forces", "irrcsponsibles", "unknowns" and so forth,
aho "for threc years" did nothing but "gnow at the head of the
I.0.", it is necessary to say that you arc assuming heavy ros=
ponsibility for having e rmitted and covercd up such crimes in
the interhnational organization for "the last threc years"., Aslde
from this, it is necessary that cven accusations should rotain
o eccrtain sense; if it is truc thet "occult foreccg" are trying
to "lord it over" the I.0., in order to frec the 1ifc of the I.D.
from thesc supposed "invislbIEs", would Lhere be & beLvCr soiu-
5t thon Thit odopted by the August Plenum which consists in
meking the I,S, strictly porountablé--politically and materially--
to the intcrnotional orgonlzotlony Is there o minimum of rove
olutionary morality in o ccusing, as you did, the nefarious
neforious role of the "occult forees" and expeceting at the same
time that they should continue by their means the existoence of
the "paid officials" of the I,8.7? We hope you grasp the full
absurdity of your position and that you will finally rccognize
that the solution given by the Aygust Plonum is the only solution
possible corresponding to the prescnt stage of our international
orgonization,

3, . You say moreover that in the abolitioh of paid of-
ficiels "financial reasons are a pretext" and that you are ready
to prove it if we ask. Certainly, we ask you,

The budget of the I,5, will be submitted to the
sections every month, Any céomrade may check up on the resources
and expenditures of the 1,5, 'Each comrade mast admit that there
i8 no question of a "pretext", Yoéu know that until now the
greatest efforts to sustain the I,”, have been made by the
Russian organization and the French, These are still the two
gsections that carry most of the expenses, along with the Belglan
organizetion, We are counting on your assistance in assuring
our international body as soon as possible of the. necessary means
to reinstate the paild officials. Unfortunately in jour letters
and documents we find no indication on this ;subject,

4. Is the modification of the I.5, aimed at the Greek
gection? If the Greek organization desited or still wishes to
maintain its own representative in the I.S., nothing stops them
from doing so. The comrade delegated by ths Greek orgenization
could have been helped to nyige" in Paris like other political
emigres (Itallan, German, etc,) who live there, that 1s to say
by their own labors, without excluding direct sssitance from
the national and international organization. It must not be
forgotten that, from comrade Gourov to the other members of the
international organization, all were and remained ready to glve
their aid--limited though it might be--to assure to the Greek
gsection permanence of its delegate in Pads

In any case, the Greek section is not at all “de~
prived of the right to'put its thirteen yesrs' experience at
the service of the I,0.,", ete, etc, They can do this just as
ony other section of our international organization does, from
those in America to those in Spain, ond as it has done in the
past,

The real damger, on the contrary, of "sushing the
Greek section out of the international jcadership", is represent-
ed, in our opinion, by the attitude of comrade Vitte and even
by your attitude when you {oke on yourselves responsibility for
the deeds of comrade Vitte, '

5. You consider the Plenum at foult for "taking an ac~
tive part in the quarrels of the French section", and you ex-
press the opinion that the task of the 1,5, is to "set to work
to prepsre the International Conference ao often postponed".

We do not see now to whet expent the Greek organization through
its representative in the 1,5, itself carries the responsibility
for this postponement, But we should stz te clecarly that the
principal error made by comradc Vitte was just that of mixing
"in the quorrels" within the French scctlon (as well as in the
Italian), with o completely personal and foctionnl motive., The
Plenum is supposed to intervenc tn all questions involving the
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inner 1ife of our sections, .As to the members of the I. S. 1ivirg
in Paris cnd participsting in the life of the French Lesgue,

app rently they can neilther hide nor minimize their opinions
about what tokes place within this organizetion as well as in
the other,  But comrade Vitte does not work in this woy, He

has mode himsélif the focal point and rallying place of all the
discontented clements, without troubling himself as to their
origins and political positions., He has thus made himself the
messenger and vrincipol ottorney for all those elements that have
risen up against the leadership of the Prench scction ond the
International organizailon, using the same arguments and the some
polemical methoas as the Mills, the Gourgaets, the Landaus and
others of that ilk, ILike us, you have been scvere in the judg-
ment you passed on Mill and ihe "Jewish" eloments (Feiix, Emile
and others) who afcer havirg condemned and rejected the slanders
they cast agoiasl bYhe leadership cf the French League and es-
peclolly cgainst comrade M., rcpeated and cggrovated these
slanders, Then hew can we judge the attitude of those who,
after having condemned Mill, Gcurget, Felix and others and their
predacesscres, themselves becamec the source of the same slanders
and the some accusaticns agalnst the leadership of the French
‘League? It is in fret the case of comrade Vitie, who suddenly
finds himself the friend of the ememies he fought so bitterly
yesterday,

There are no “"taboos" in our organization, Every
comrade, from the highest to the lowest of our militants, is sus-
ceptible to criticism and punishment if he deserves 1t, But .
what is unworthy is to hold ageinst him those very slanders and
accusotions that yesterday you repudisted and deplored with
justicen

Especially in the metter of comrade M., an internation
control commissicn has heard all the particulars of which he was
accused and coniirmud the seme judgment as beforec against the
accusers., -

You will find attached here the conclusions adbpted
by the scid control commission, giving an answer to all the
questions, But let me get down the essentials,

6. Comrade Vitte,;--and your leadership, in declaring
solldarity with hxm-—makc reproaches to the leaders of the French
League ond the I,S, Lecause of the "proceedings" used by them in
solving the interns” groblems of the French Lecgue, and precisely
the measures of cxpulsion taken against various clements in the
French organizatlion It is sufficiently astonishing that your
leadership, who ian Greece defend the organizational methods of
o very strict centralism, that your leadership that has always
campaigned encrgeticslly ngninot "factionalists", demends that
the methods of "faovicnalists"~-which they do not tolerate for
an instant ia Greece~~-should be estocblished in other kindred
orgenizations, Yes, comrades of the Greek organization:
comrode Vitte made himself the patron and inspiration of French
"factionalists" in Peris, If the Plenum and the French organiz-
ation together had not 4mk@n the measures that have been taken,
the French organizaticn would heve found itself paralyzed by its
"factionaliaztz" at ar impoitant turn of our international and
national French politics., The expulsions announced were a nec-
essary defense measure of the organization, for without organ-
ization no politics is possible, On the other hand, the ex~
pelled ones were heard by the National Conference of the French
gsectlion, and the measures of the leadership were confirmed by the
Conference,

But 1is it possible to defend good organizational procedure,
commnist methods of orgsnization, if the politics one is defend-
ing is falgée and anti-commnist? ThIs what comrade Vitte did not
understana, L1 mekirg aimsell the instructor of the French
"fectionalists", he at the same time made himself their political
"gponsor", The achiual ccntent of the struggle carried on against
the French 1eadup9hL“ by the "factionalist" elements who followed
those who wele exna. Jvd sut of the organization, was defined by
"prometec'-~ths copern of the Bordighists, This paper wrote that
the struggle of these cloments represented a "healthy reaction”
(gic!) to the new oxienlation toward the 4th International,

Then if it is o question of a reaction to the new orientation,
it 1is an obvious thing; but it is also obvious to us that it is
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‘a question of o rcaction of the past, of = resistance of the reo-
trogressive forces to our forward morch, Comrade Vitte--your
feoresentative~~-instecad of vigorously combatting these elements,
gave themc)l his political support, even to the point of defend-
ing the right of those clements to besmirch whatever has been
done towarc the new orizntotion.

We ask you, dear comrades, to be consistent with your-
selves: it 1s not possible to approve the new orientation, the
results of the Paris Conference, that is 7o say the agreement of
the "four", ond, at the some time, espouse, as Vitte did in Paris,
the ccuse of those who try to accuse cf golng toward the 2nd.
Internationnl and the 2 and so forth, In what pesition will you
find yourselves tcmorrow if the organ "Sportakos' for example
should reproduce in Greece the arguments of "Prometeo", Giocomi,
and others according to whom our present orientation 1ls nothing
but an orientiation toward the "2% International'? How can you
combat our slanderers in Greece, if you cover and support them
in France, as Vitte has done?

Every organizétional problem is inseparable from the
politics onc supports. It is not possiblc to defend good organ-
izational proccdure if the politics is false, And comrade Vitte,
blinded by his personal resentments, allows himself to be dragged
into defending the methods of the French "factionalists" and con-
sequently a policy inimical to our new oricntation although he
never misses an opportunity to sta te his cgrement with it,

We earnestly hope you will discuss esgain and with your
whole orgcnization the different questlons we have, taken up here,
and thot with full knowledge of the facts you con be persuaded
to reconsider your judgments in order to reestablish between
your orgonizotion and the I,S., rélations which will eventually
permit us to resolve all our divergences to the advantoge of yowr
grginizition as well o8 that of the Internatlional Bolshevik-

enlnists,

Seal of the I.S,

TO0 ALL MEMBERS OF THE GREEK SECTION OF THE LEAGUE OF COMMUNIST~
INTERNATIONALISTS (Bolshevik~Leninists) by G, Gourov

Dear Bomrades:

The conflict which brought the Greek section in opposition
to all other section of the Lecgue of Communists-Internationalists,
nos led with iron logic to o sharp internal struggle in the
Greck section itself, becouse of the enormous importoncs of this
question, I consider it my duty to prescnt my point of view to
you in full fronkness,

From the very first I was struck by the fact thot for the
past seversl months your Central Committee hod not replied to
the letters of the International Seerctariat, thot 1t seemed to
ignore all its requcsts for information end its proposals; in
other words, that it behaved as if it had nlready broken de Jure
with the Internaotional League., Needless to say I was overjoyed
by the latter of the mojority of your Central Committee of
Moren 10th becouse I saw in it the desire of comrade VITTE, MANOS
and others to reconstitute the international ties broken by them.
To my great regret the contents of this letter ure disappointing
to the highest degree, The letter is written with unheard of
animosity cnd extreme venom, The tone of the letter--poisoned
through and through--would be understandable only in case the
mojority of your Central Committce decided to break with the
Internationsal Leegue of Bolshevik-Leninists, But I refuse to -
believe it., The attempt of the majority of the Central Committee
in trying to mnke you believe that its blows are directed solely
against the International Scerctoeriat does not hold water, The
International Secerctariat is composed of the most important Eum p=~
ecan sections, If the Greck scetion 1& not reprcesentdd--what I
personally regrct very much--it is solely duc to finoncial dif-
ficulties which do not permit your scction to kecp a represent-
ntive abroad., We have an Internntional Seeretariat correspond-
ing to our strength, Thc most important of our sections have ’
in recent period scored great successes in a scries of countries,
Great perspectives open up before us, It is clear, of course,
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‘that the Intdrnational Secretariat does not claim infallibility,

but there. can be friendly eriticism the aim of which is the ame
elioration of the common work and a hoédtile criticism tending to
destroy the organ ization, against all our sections,

Where does this animosity come from? Originally, as we
know, the conflict started within the International Secretariat
and the French section, The maréh of events was not tardy in
throwing light upon the conflict, Only after the French League
purged itself of the decomposed elements did it become possible
for it to develop widely its mass work, Its successes in this
field are very important, its influence on large sectlions of
advanced workers grows constantly. And on the contrary the
groups which broke off under the influence of UITTE have already
come to a split and continue to disintegrate, "They do hot carry
on any political activity, Such are the facts, Against the
faocts nbstract judgment 1ls powerless,

And what ebout the International 3ecretariat? During a long
period of time all sections without exceptlon complained of the
passivity of the Secreterlat, which, desplte the presence of a
permanent secretary could not even cope with current corres-
pondencec, During the last months, despite the grave financlal
difficultles ond the absence of a permanent secrctary the work
is belng done systcmatically, The International Secretariat not
only carrics on a regular correspondence with all sections, but
it has edited =z series of Issues of the "Bulletin", worked out
a draft of theses on the question of war, edited a manifesto,
orgenized o conference of internatlonal youth, etc. Such are
the facts, If these facts are considered honestly without fac-
tional prejudice, without personal bitterness, one can not but
rccognize thot the International Seerctariat hds mode a consid-
erable step forward during the last six months,

The foct that comrade VITTE took a wrong position inside
the Internctional Secretariat and the Frerch Lesgue does not,
it 1s clear, constitute a crime in itsclf, Who does not make
mistakes in politicol work? But after a wrong positlon was re-
futed Htexdx by definite and indisputable fact& to insist on it
any longer ond try to carry it over to other sections mecns to
put one's personal ambitions above the interests of revolution
and socialism. This is altogether inadmissible, In such cases
the rank and file militants must correct their leaders,

The second phase of the struggle hos developed already
inside the Greek sectlion, In this it is much harder for me to
give my opinion since I do not read Greek. But the majority of
your Central Committee writcs that in Greece it goes to the
defense of the scme "prineciples" that comrade Vitte practiced
in the Internationzl Secrctariat znd in the French League, If
this is so there can be no doubt for mc thaot these are the some
principles which have suffercd shipwreck, Of course, I do not
speak of the time when comrade Vitte was in asccord with our
international leadership on all fundamental questions and did
not pretend to cny personal policy apart from it, I speak of
the recent period when comrade Vitte, starting with small and
sccondary questions, hes set himself sherply in opposition to’
our gecneral leadership and to all our most importent sections,
Here it is no longer a question of single nmistakes but of the
incorrect principled line of comrade Vitte, After the experlence
with the French Leczue for any Merxist acquainted with the facts
there cannot be the slightest doubt of it,

Trying to find an explanation for its hostile policy with
regard to the International League the majority of your Central
Committee refers to the split of 1903 betwen the Bolsheviks and
the Menshoviks., The odd group which detached itself from the
French League under the leadership of comrade Vitte refers in its
declaration (see "International" No, 12 of November 11, 1933) to
the year 1903, Thus, we have here a system of a sort which can-
not be ealled otherwise than a system of preventive splits, since
those who refer to the year 1903 recognize by this very fact that
it is a question of irreconcilable differences and that the only
way out is by a split, Are the members of the Greek section in
sccord with this conclusion?



