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be necessary on our side.

‘e 1iterary propagendist charectar,
" ground the sams 0 .
%he worsening of ths work at the conter. The &bsence o1 progrsss in

' 4he movement, &8 has always been the case, aroused all sorts of per- .

I

q on the.guestion of tho Situction in the Americnn Lvéiﬁif

(ot

-

20 the Intarnational Sscreturiat

Dear Comrades:

The situation in ths American Leuguehemands, as you have
have glready indicutod, & prompt &nd dacisive intervention on the
part of our organizotion. rFrowm the degres to which I huve besn ble
%0 judge from the wminutes of tha gacratariat «nd the
w9 haven't eny differencs with you on the evaluation
tion in the americun Leugua,.Navertheless, I consider y 1o
8xplain to you as clearly s possibls how I, efteor & very detuiled
conversation with comrade Swaebsck and & study of tha documants, I9<
gard ihe situetion in the Lougua and whut measures appeur to mo to.

of the situu- .
it wy duty to .

action of the Lesgue bore mainly
The number of memBers vucilated
the "improvement -or

1. Por several yaars the

figurss, varying docoxding 19

sonal antagonisms. She sama absence of progress in the movexant .did .

not permit these entagonisms to take on & political charactor, ?his’

to. tha struggla an axcessively poisonad

nhes given and still gives 2
of a political contant clear to evarybody.

character in the absance

JMembexrs of the orgenization do not learn anything from such 2 strug=(

to group theuselves sccording to personcl at-

gle. ‘they are forcad 4
»nd antipathias., The struggle of the group bs-

tachments, sympathioes

comed in its turn an obstacle td the furthgr progress of the movememb. --

. 2. It is juite possible thut in this struggle there &ora
containcl pluusible principle diffaerences in embryonic form.isver-
theless, ths misfortune consists in the fact that the two groups an-
ticipate too much and sherpsn ths organizational
groups and the persons altogether out of proportion to ths dovelop- .
ment of political work and the questions raised by the lutter. In
the impatient orgunizetional mansuvers which are acting in & disine
tegrating fashion upon the ontire ~sdgue by bringing prsejudices to
bear upon each group sepuretaly, it is impossiole not to sse tho
hermful influence of the wsthods and procedurs of ths vpigons C.I.
which has accustomed ua entirs generation to seoking issus from ¢1ll-
gorts of differences with the aid of couwbinutions o tha appuratus
8t the expanse of the interests of the entire orgenizution. Therein
consists ono of the vioret traits of bureaucratisal

- " 3. & gonuine solution to the internal difficulties cun
only be found along the puth of expunding the miass work. The League
has teken this path,
in three directions:
Fascism in Garmuny and the capituletion of the C.I.;
in the Unemploysd movement; o) Participution in tho Independent iin
ers Union (Illinois). In all these fields, the Leagus hius wlready
achieged moral successes. But--and thut is the most important fet-
ture of the present situation--these first successas ure accompanied

o) Campaign on tha subject of the victory of

correspondencyd - .-,

struggle batwaen tho
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It is devaloping magnificent energy in this work

b) Participation_
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not. by a lessening, but by en aggravation of ths internul struggle, ;
what does this signiiy? S ' Lo

. . 4. 0f course, it is theoretically possibla th.t with the

trunsition to brozadar work, tha potentiul differcnce can assuus unl

- open and uctive politicul charecter. 3ut-up to the present, this nas

aot been at «ll cxpressed in cnyvhing, wmoro or lsss full fashioned,
gerious ¢nd firm dirffaerencss hove not been rovecled in any of the
thrae fieids of work mentioned abdova. Yhere rerains cnother e..plant-
tion: The aggravetion of the crisis hues heen callod forth by the we-
chenics thewsalves of the transicicn from one gtage of worx to ano-
ther. This dves not exscluda the birth of gsarious @iffercncos ian the
future, but those do not nscessarily huve %o coxraspond with the lins

" up of the present groupings.

6. A solution is impossible excaept by brocdening £nd deeop-
ening the mess work, by drawing to tha Leegua frash proleturizn ele- !
ments, by drawing alll ths cleabers of tho Lotgus into the mis8s Oorgt.n- ‘
jzations. The beginnings hava baen made ior this worls. But ths strug-
glo of +ho groups has t2kcn on such shnarpness that & gglitvautomhti-
cally is pluced on tho ordar of the da7. A split under vheso conal-

tions would hava a purely a priori cheracter, & praventive oang, so 10
speak, ona that is inzomprehaencible for <ll axcapt thosa who initiasa
the split. If it is dif-icult Ior us, the leading militants of the
Internationzl Lefs Oprosition, to zrasp the rmotives of the ferocious .
struggle, the Atierican worlesrs, ircluding the nempb2rs 0f the Leazgua
itself, would be @ll tho less cepuble of understuniing the cuuses of
a split.This wannar of a split at the top would infinitsiy shavter
the 2uthority of both groups and comprcomise the cuusy or the Lait Up-
position in america for a 1long tima.It would suffice today for tha . °
Stalinist buresucracy to publish the numarous dacluruvions of the two
groups fighting sach other in order to poison all sourcss of syupathy

- for the Left upposition. In cuse of split the situution would becowds

a hundred times worse.
' the two groups should giva themsalves & clear account of

tha fuct thut in case of a split, neither of them could or would be
recognizad us & section.0f thoe I.L.0O. fPhe two hulvss, condeuned to &
lusting impotonce , will £ind themsslves in e situation siullaX to

.that of tho prasent groups in Czachoslovekia who uro not now woLibers

with fill rights in the Internotion.l orgunization, but only syupa-
thizing groups. _ ' . h : .
6. Tho prapuration for the motionzl Conferaace of the

P

Lasgue is teking place aunder the sign of the strugglo of tha tuo
groups, At the prasant; ona C& already 0 & certzin degree picturs
the porspactives of the Gonferenca: more Or lesc unuaimous sceontance
of the principle polisical resolutions side by sida with a4 poisoned
struggle on tha qusstions of approving the mandetes end of the COoLpoO-
sition of the futurae Contrel Comuittee. If we assuma th.t the TWo

" groups belanca each other morg or-1less, tha -changes &% the canfarensa

can be reduced to cho group possassing 497% obteining 51% 2nd vica
verse; and with the Zfurther application of the sams waothods thut

would me:.n a split. . , .
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e Jho tesk of our intern:tionul orgiaizntion iu this quos-

‘tion id, i% saows tO we, guita evidoat: Rot to.peruit ia «ny cuso-

o 8plit at prouseat, 0a tho tizeshold o the srzasition of tTho Luu=
gus 0 wuss work; U0 e«pluin %o all the wembors of tho Lougus thet
the lcadars 0i tha LWO £roups oIe sharpeaing tho siruggla by duils
of imperuissidle vrganizationul methods «nd poisonvd polowics; 10
condeun thaeso methods resolutaly, wad to ¢all upoa the mombors of
the uei.gus .or the deisase of its uaity. - ' -

8. Indopsndeatly of the possible opinioas of way cuc of us
soperatoly with regara ©o tho question as 1o which 0Z tha g104,8 in

‘the Loague will acguire u serious und gonuino prepoadsruncd i1 Luss

gork, w0 Lust s ..n orgaanisatioa, leave tho solutioa 0f the yuusSe-
102 to tho Zuture (it is guite possible-thet tho Loudorship, aufter
'som@ regroupwents, will be coonstitubtcd of clewents of woth the pre-- .
sent groupse). But the next coarcrsaca czaunot i1 gy cuss wsswrd

the dowinubtiva of o0ao group, due to the : bscnce 0f politicw.l ground
i1 preperatioa for this as rell «s 0f objective criteria. ha_tusk
07 the neut con orence shorld consist of saving the 194700 TL04 &
prevensive 8plil lapusSSu IT0 TTe 104 . Nd CL S0 piSsdiviuy ngd sl
tToTily OF Lo Loiijus iio Jud COL0abivity ToI ~To nour TQLULC. LU

18 necessary to pose unis task in yulte ui impordtive furu oofore

%%1 tga 1oia1 groups as well as bafore the two groups involved in —
e siru )

ggle 0T the Ceatrul coumittee,.

9, 7o tho degrsee to which it is possibla to judge irom
coxrrespondenca, & consideruble nuumbexr of the uembars of the Leagus,
perhaps a majority, does not belong to sither ol the two groups an
speaks with iadigna.ion of tho dunger 0f o splite Givea the Ldsenca
or .t least tha non- opviousnass oi the prinziple buses in the -
struggle oi the gioups, concilievionism is uuite justified and pro-
gressive ia the internul 1ife.lt 1s NecosSsSary ndJ uv Tn3 pressat

- 3%ags TO sSupporv tals vandsaly with «11 the autnorivy of the Inter-

nationsl orgunisation.

. . 10. The praparestion of the Coalerencs should, it secms
to me, be coanductud in the 3pirit 0f the coasiderutions mada =bova.
that ouns: . .0 30001 orgenizetions should demuad of tho laaders
of the two groups to roducs their clashes within such limits thet
tha spesches, declarations ,etc. on both sides caanot becous & wead-
pon in the hands of the cnemy. - -

b) A1l the thesss, couater thasas, amendmants should be
sent out in tiws, not only to 211 the membars of the Leagus, but
21so to the I.S. so that & discussion of ull phasas cun tuka pluca
bafore the eyos of all the sactions ¢nd under the coutxol of the

lattex. :

¢)The final time 0f the Conferonce should Yo dassignated
in agroemant with tha I.S. 80 th.t .he lattar,in case of need, Wwill
heve the opportunity to dalsg.-te its sapresantusiva Vo it.

- d) Up to tha tims of the confsraence the prasant Csntral
Committas, which rowains, of courss should onjoy tha 2ntirs suppon
of all the mombers of the orgunization. on its purt thz Centrul Col-
mittee will abstain frou urtificial orgenizational manipulution

.
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 within its own body which bear a factional character, .

o a) “he local orgunizations should bs guidsd in thd elaection

of dalegatas by consideration of the sufficient firmness end inde-

" pendaonce in their representutives on tha gusasiion of safeguarding
tho unity of the 4dague: The instructions to dolsgates should be

. voted upon in the same sensa,

f) Inside the forithcoming Centrul Committes there should of

course enter leaders of both groups ut present engaged in the strug:-
gle; but side by sida with them should be placea Some solid cowmradas

ossessing autnority,not havine engaged in ths strugale ci ins uwid
TOUNS &Nd Candnie OFf LIiaging abOut & neakliici elidsnhava irn thy

C.5. LCc this eand the diwensions ox the C.C. saoula bo considsraov.ly -
broadensds . e ' . R

g) In case of nsed, the Sacretariat should call & sSpoclal
Plonum devoted to Amaricoan affairs with the participation of ropre-

santatives of both groups. . * .

_ %* : :
Historical dovelopments place before the American 4sagus ex-
- ceptional tasks., Thay opsan tremendous possibilities for it. Qur Amer-
- ican frisnds must be aware that we are foliowing, their work with the
~ greatest attention, that we ure ready to "bring them our support with®
all thoe forces at our comnund «nd with all our means, 4nd thot wa
firmly hopse thut they will put en end to the internal walady and that

they will issus upon a broudsr. path.
) G. Gouxrov

o

Maroh 7th ,1933

Buyukada, April 17, 1933,

.To the Intennationul Secreterint

Dear Courudes: ' .

It has appeared to you that uy letter could be interprated
&s.being mora fuvoruble to tha winority than to the wajority of
the CC of our Auoerican section. I£ this is your iwpression,
thgt shows that I have sxpressad myself b.dly. In intorvening in
this question, I stmove to discount coupletely the experiznces
made on an intornutionzl scule fcuse of cowrede Shuchtusn) =nd
to follow, step by step, without the least intsrfaronce on our
part ona way or the other, the developueat of the intsrnal con-
flicts und differsnces on the aworican field. :

- - It secmed to wme--and it still soews to me--thut tho winority
.18 oxugg:rating enormously the importince of the Nautional Con-
ference--not a&s a regulur political meeting of u revolutionury
orgenizetion, but as the mouns of solving the internul struzglo
by organizational weans, that is to s:y , by an oventual sncll
pajority of soveral votes. TFor mae, politicul wisdou consists
in understanding that wt the prosant st.go, thors is no or 3iin-
izationul weuns of boinging avout 2 decision xx? fovorable for
the devolopment of tho organizution itsslf. Quite the contrary,
it i8s nocossury to idv.nco policivs by guarding sharply zgainst
rushing things too wuch. .
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It 2lso soewed to wo thut thae majority, us the lauding
faction in tho CC, showed « cortuin i@pationco and :ppliod or
atteaptud to tpply organiz.tioa me.surss which, without giving
poruwanont rosults, could not help but sherpan tho conflict.

I notico with s=tisfuction that the najority has withdrawny -

'on its owa initiutive, one of thoe mousuros which consistod in

dopriving cour=do Abern of a dveiding voto in tho CC in tho ab-
soncu of ccurado Swabeck, And if I undorst:nd tho sonso of thu
latost 0O winutos, the ruection of tho minority svoms to we quito
disquisting. S

Thore is tho muttor of our possibilitios in tho Minors?
Padoration in Illinois. Cunnon is well known down thoro, ho 6n-
Jogs a cortain z2uthority there based ospecially on his p:..st
trade undoa anctivity. Zverything tppoured to we to indiceta
thit it wes ho who should heve gone thore again with a git- T
uction that is prowising onough. The continuity of thae work
alroeudy bogun ulso deuunds it Now, thoe winority opposed it
with tho candidacy of couredo Shachtuun and it is to bao faurod
that the CC will rewsin undecidod. ‘

L]

Such 4 meusuro on tho p.rt of the winority cannot ba just-
ifiod e=copt by doup difforonces on our work among tho uinurs.
Now, I do not get tho iuprossion thut tho nminority is corruct
in its critioisus, fur frow it. Couwrudao Allara is roprouchoed
for not omphusiaing sufficiuntly tho point of viow of tho Loft
Opposition in tho trudo union p4par of which ho is tho cditor.
Comr.do C..nnon is reproachud for h.:ving prssontad hiusolf es

- & Ioprasontative of progrossive worksrs and not oS - roproson- (

totivo of tho Louguo. I c..nnot soo “ny good grounds fro the
first roproiich. I heve only two issuos of tho Pupor in guose
tion. 1In ono of thou, tho vditors bleyosd up the spoecch of
conr:do Cennon guito big, which is of coursa, of gro..t iu-
portance for us. It is quito po&8iblo th:zt conrzde all_rd

.4005 not utilize =ll tho possibilities; but ho yuito ¢long--

or, et loust, he wes up to very rucontly. And thea, it is

Z quostion of = trudo union pupor, tha sditing of which xo-
quiros a groitt deil of prudonce. Zho rCcprouch umgrinst con-
rade Cunnon uppcirs to wo to bo dictutud by & puroly foruale
istic intransigoanco. I do not think that it w:s tho ti.sk
0f oomride C:nnoa to prosunt hiusolf :s a daleg.to of tho
Lo:guo, tho lattor boing = politicel orgarization. Witn
politicil dewonatratioans, not much is <ccouplished insido o
tho trzdo unions; it is iwportsant to get into then, to guin
2uthority within thom, to work inside, to cru.tu .. fruction
thoro, which in its turn, wust not uso tho news of tho Lo.guo

-0n ouch und ovaery occasion, ospooiixlly not o3 dong 8 it rauins

2n infinito minority. The mass union is not .. wguting c..11-d
by somo politic:l orgiuiniz=tion. N.tur:lly, for such things
thors aro no cut 2nd drivd rules; it is a c.ttor of concrsta
circuustsncas. But it oppours to me--I cun vory woull bo uis-
takoen frow «fear--thut thoruv is in the objoctions of tho winority
@ ourtuin spirit of socturian formzlisu.,  In «ny cise, thoso .
objections do not «t 211 uppsar to we to be sufficiont to pro-

-vaent frou fulfilling so important o twsk «s thut .uong tho uinors.

Sinco I huve docidod to follow tho davolopuont of tho in-
fornel strugglo from stop to stop, I bog you not to considor
this lettoer us "finul"., Its purposo is to supplomont ths pPra-
oeding lettor in tho light of 2 now oxpariasnca. L. Hxotsky.




