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" ® UTION OF THE INTERFATISNAL SECREPARIAT ON THE SITUATION OF THE GEIRMAN - 7%
L .%ﬁ?&%:—m PARTY AMD THE TASKS OF TET INGTRUATICYAL LEFT OPrOSITION IN GERMANT .. .
k;C o The events which have occurred in Germany in the course of a whola period - . (‘
~Teigh—-—=" prior to, éuring, and after tho estadblighzent of the fascist dictatcrship-dos -z -.:
S monstrate as an accomplished fact the complete capitilation to faycisz ol the __. -
IR Gorman Commurist Party led by Stalirism., This capitulaticn was tho Final aeb.. .- -
-- . =in a long series of political crimse ccxxitied Ly the Stalinis‘s,l‘urea.-'.:cr:}cy. PR
- such ag the policy of Ysocial ard national esancipation®, of gooisi~=tagsien®, - .-
- of "faacicn first., end then Communiam", of the "nited frenb only frua oo

¥ )I?

- 1ow", of tho Rcd Yrado Union Orgamization, of “Sruening-Fuscliom, Papan-Faceiom, — -
e WL _ol _Bchloichor=Foaocica®, ctee It toolk this criminal policy epplied for yoars o -wii<
.. Tead to such & disorientation ani such an idsological disarming of tha Coerman- _ _.
.-_. Commanist Party as to rendsr possible the seizure of power by faacism withouk- .. _.
the elightevt organized resistance on the part of the ~orking class.avd $he .= «=::

German Communist Party. . . . _ .

T The International Left Opposition has for two years dezonstrated :tha enormous-. - .-
© e ..:. - danger to the German and Internaticnal prolatariat and to-Soviet Rus.iam of ... ...
- the geizure of poisr ty Fasciewm, sud has poirtad out the meany of dufeating - -
ein - ..=. Fagclem and of giving a revolutionary way ovt tu tha crisis.in Germany.. The . _.: |
--. = ... German Rovolution would hava hal w2 a conssguance greab proletarian uprisings - —:-
" - in-s_ mmoer of countries, and thra accelaration of tha world revelution,. The=— - =’
s - I.L.0, .4id all it could to impall ths C,P.G. along the Bolshavik road which --= -
www -2 . leads to the revolution., It did not cuccesed in forcing the Stalinist-leadorm- . . -~

ship to tread this rcad. The troason is now un accosplisied facts - -— " v -

(“";" ' ‘The I.L.0. must draw ths political cnnssguenced Crom tils fact. To surrender

= . to Fascism, without a bhattle, the mnst advanced preietariat.. which comutitutes w .
E stroug majority in the country aad plays the principal role in the production: .. = 7]
o of the country, vith its sirung organization-azd traditione cf . revoiutionary. . ...
_ strugcles, cignifies %0 comwit & treasun wiich, 1la thare cenditions and Ly ite.

e disasirous consequences, ig not inferlor tc that comiited by ths social.Gemoos ~
racy in 1914, It siprifies that tks Commnict Party in Germany., unler &talinist
,  leadership, has gone tarkrupt. The I.L.Q. czuin 2 way link i%s fa%te i - -
. " Germany with this party. It cannct contimie to srok for the rogensrationof _ ~ - .

--- -—  the Germen Party, The tresson commitved has implecelliy condexmned the Pasty  -—. %
o, . - ‘%o political death, to the hatred and to the contempt of ths German working— = ~——
- class, ) . '

JE The I.L.O., must hencoforward declare openly that 1t breaks conclusively with - —

T - the Comrunist Party in Germany, It must sssist all the members of. the Farty. . ...

4. _ -end the Cozraniate #ho are determined to work in-Germary to dbulld up-in Gerw—— .=

‘ many & genwire Communist Party by soparating themselvee from the buraaucracy - ===
which has lea the party to this trsason.  -- LT e s : -

SR The change of our posféion towards the Party in Germany corresponds to the 8w - —
- ( brupt change which_tock place-during the last svents and whick have completed the
‘ capitulation ani the treason of the Party in Germsny. - - It does-not chonze our. ... -]

-— - - -~ Communist International. Ia Germany-~bornre a traason wailch-is plain ovd clear-- ~—-

-~ . to the advanced proletariat.~t0 renain with the previous poeiticn, sign‘.fieo—ﬁ-( Ries

_f_jf,.- to compromise oneseld tovethar with thie Party beiore the woriking class.  .Tha .. - |
- gomuine Gerxman Commmunid et Party whicn the German Commnists must tuild up will - -

work for reform in the U.S.5.2. and the reiressment of the Coxminist Intere ]

—t na:ional together *ith the Bussian Opposition' and the International Left Oppo=_ _.

' sition, . ‘
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'Qsﬂbe renunciatinn cf the slogan for ' ruform"of the official German Communis+ .

E (- .rty may provoke doubts in the minds of ‘many comrades. Let us' try to for- T
z3' 8ee_gome of the possible objections: B -
a) We have always afftrmed our devoiion towurd the’ off*cial papty, now .
};;7 ‘we will turn our back to it,-~that will push the Commnists a'uy from
._..—“s' - .“
b) The party is now illcgal 1t has nuclei -and- organizations active every-
.-~ _ where,==Ve must supnort them, S e
0) Urbshna and others will say that they were right as ana!nst us when o
"they declared the Communist party to be dead. Tl R
d) Vle are too weak to undertake the task of building a new party.,
R 'LAll these objecticns are unfenable, lie started out from the propooition that
- the key to the situation was In the hands of-the German C, P, That was correct..
“Unly a timely turn upon the pa~t of the German C.P. could have saved the’ sttue |
ation, Under such conditirns to oppne the party and in.advance to declare Lt
i to:be dead wonld mena to proclaim apriori the inevitabllity of. the victory of
i irpaqnxsm, Ve could not do that., Ve had to fully exhanst all the poss‘bilities'
"of the. old situation,

sohedbn. e
{

—

Now the gf tuation has changod fnnuamentally. " The victory of Fasctsn is afact,
and so’1s the breakdown of the C.P, It 4s no longer a guection of making a -
_prosnosis, nor of a theoretscal criticism; but it is a question of an impor-
JLant Historical event wh'ch will penetrate ev~or deeper into the ccnqciousness
Lo( the masses, including the Communists. One must-bullé the -general ‘pers spectiv
" anu the goneral strategy upon the inevitable’ cQﬂscquencos of thesw evevts ard .
‘"not upon secondary consiaer tions. . _ .

It 1s unquesfﬂonable that many subjectively revolutinnary elenients of the. ola
~.party will at*tonpt to save it without giving up the old principled bdsis. In
- the” near future we can exp=ct, that is as soon as the first consternation” ~~
~ has Eisappenred, an anfimetion of the 1llegal. Commnnist activities, However,
‘withbut a fundamental revision of all the ideologlcal bapgage, without tho -
9laboration of new methods and without a new selection of. porsions, eteL,
— etc. tho totsl of these sctivities will have no future. The efforts and the
sacrifices on the old bests will not be the signs of a regneration, but the
" econvulsions of agony. During the legal conditions the »olicy of -bureaucratic =
Centrism, based upon falsity, annaratus and finances, conlé for a lohng time mis...
Yead through an appearance of strenght, It is the contrary for an 1llegal or- . :.
ganization. Tt can matntain itself only through the. utmost devotion of its
_meribers; ané this devotion can be nourished only through correctness of ‘policy -
“and 1deologlical honesty of the leadership. In the absenco of these prerequ‘sih
- the 1llegal organiza*ion will inevi dbly dle (= xample- Italy) - LT

T

oo

-It would be 1nadmissih1e to have any kind of illusions as- to the illegal per-,‘—ﬁ;
apectives forthe Stalinist apparatus or, in meeting it-face. to face, to be o
guided by sentimental instead of political-revolutionary considerations. This .

;appartus is corroded by paid functionaries, adventurists, careerists and ves-

i terd-y's or today's agents of Fascism, The hones elements will have no com-

. as, -The Stalinist leadership will institute in the illegal narty a regime yet

! wore contomptible and disreputeble than in the legal party. Under such condl-
r,lons _the 1110581 work wlll be only a flash--althouah a heroic one--the result

- .
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however, can be only rottenness, e ATl 3 R

The Left Opposition mist place itself entirely upon-the basis of the neyg. -
- - historical situatlon created by the victory of Fascism, There !s rothin{ -

more dangerous, at the time of sharp turns of history, than to hang on to
—  0ld costumary and comfortable formulae; this 1s the direct rcad to dacay, -

Urbahns and ccrmpray.will say: we have always declared that a new party {s- --
necessary. But the so-called K.A.P.D. said that long vefore Urbahns, dure-
ing the vears when Urbahns was yet occupled, the same &s they werr, and ae="
gainst us, to ruin the party. The foundation of sectarisanism consist pre=-::
cisely -in its estimating the hista i1cal processes with the measure of-1ts:- -
own group. The new pa ty begins for Urbahns &t -the moment -when he has broke
en with the bureaucracy. The Harxist, howvever, judges all organizatfons and.
all groups through the measure nf the ohjective historicsl processes, Dure
ing-the last two years we have written more than once that our position toe
ward the party does not cerry a dogmatic character and -that great events - ¢
_i vhich may radically change the situation of tre working class could also O~
K blige us to chance our position. hs exemples of such great events we named ™-.
§~~ most often a victory of Fascism in Germany and & break-down of the Soviéet = 7
§ } power, Thus.there is Iin our turn nothing subjective or arbitrary: 1% 13-1*%‘H

4

3

g -

entirely dictated by the march of developements, within vhich has eniered tH
policies of the Stalinlst buresucracy as the most ‘mnoriant elementy .- .. I3

"Vloe are too weak to proclaim the new party". But no one proncses this. How - -
4..8nd when the new party will bs created depends upoen many objective circume —-
- .2 stances and not only upcn us, But from us i1t demands the pursuing of a ¢ e -
X -rect course. To the extent that we support {llusions of the-vitality-of-. .o-

old party to that extent we hinder the creation of the new.party, . - <. -

\J

Xoreover, one must not forgest for a moment that processes of decompostition-
will set in not only in the offiecial prty but also in the Soclel~Denocracy,
] in the S.A.P. and in dl1 organizations, eroups and sectlons, which cannot- .-
‘ Etand the test of the historleal catastrophe. Uncder these conditicns it 13 -
.. necessary to create an-independent axis for *he crvstalliz: tion of all rewm- -
—-volutionery elerents regardless of their party pustgy - _ 7 T - ]

i - Perhaps the reply to us will be: In such a case the loglic will lead toa —
- -- break with the Comintern., Possibly the formal-loglic yes, however,;—the higw—'-
4 torlcael processes.do rot develop according to the formal-logic, they develop
‘éialectically. Ve do.not glve up tc save thne Soviet Pow-r from tho ruin to

- which 1t 1s being driven by the Stalinists, Ve cannot know in advence-what-==
- the reaction will be within the other sections of tne” Comintern.to- the vice="

. tory of Fascism, To this belong the test of the events-~with our-active a3<~-
sistance, : - : -

-The question of the open break with the Stalinist-bureaucracy in Germany 1s
- at. the present moment of..enormous principled importance, The revolutionary = -
vanguard.wlll not mardon the historical crime committed by the-Stalinlstsy <%
If we support the fllusion of the vitelity of the--party-of Thaclman-Neufan ..-
we woulill annear to the masses as the real defender sof the bankruptcy. Thr~t:~
would signify that we ourselves deviate toward the road- of- Centrism emd-- -
\_ Pputrefection, e T e .- - Coes
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