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Jotion bv Shachimany . -

With regard to the rresent situation in Gerva any and {he question of the role _
f/"’ of the Red Army, the Kational Comnitteo adeptis the follewing policey: S
. The Cormmnists camnot eatertcin any objections in prineiple to tho wse o€ the ( ]
present Red Army in the Scviet Uaion for tiie purpnse of ziring diroet material
assistance to the proletoricn revoluiticn and +ths Comaunist moTerents in other
v countrics. ¥e do not regard tho Red lamny 2 2 TRis3icat aary buat as the grmy
’ of the internctioncl revolutioncry proletaricte The fact thabt the Red lewy
. cone to the cssistaice of tie Foliskh roverent in 1920 aud gave direcst aid to 4he
Georgicn proletarict and peasantry in their liberation struzzle agarast i'ore’ 88
inpericlise and its Menshevik egoats, is proof that the Commnint Interuatic
. in tho Leninist epoch did not consider it wrong in priaciple for tho "r(u.ss:.cr.
Red Army to carry ous rovolutioncry tesks bevond the “"freatiers® of the Svvied
- Republic, For this reason, it is necessary to rejcct the prevailing Stalinist
opposition to euploying the Red Army in tho intoresis of tho internatienral ro-
» - volution 28 2 tynical chorceteristic of notionacl.Bolshovik degéznoraticn of this

faction,

The amployient of the Red Army outsidc the "frontiers" of the Soviot Urion to
help tho revolutionzry movenent friumph in the copltalist countries, is not and
canrot be a question of dispute in prineiple for the Marxists.s It is ond cane
not be anything but 2 tceticcl question, bascd upon conerete consider"t* cns of
tine and place cnd rcl...tionshlp of forces. .

‘Tho aceession of Hitlexr to power in Gormany is o direct threat to the. intorne.-
tionzl revolution in jerercl cnd to the Russion revolution in particulaz, Thot
is vhy tho Ianternationil Left Oprosition has declored that "the attampy of the
Faseists to scizo power in germany con bring in its trail ncthing less than the
- mobilizction of the Red armye For the prolctarien state, it will bs a matter oo
of revolutioncry self-defense in a most dlrcct and immediate scnse,

The Internationcl Left Opposition has no$, hovever, and doce not now raise the
demond that ot the wresent time, in the situction as it is Joday, with tho rre-
sent reclotionship of iorces, tac Red my is to be mobilized sov the mxr“ow e
“marching upon Germony™ now, ~We do not advence this slogan at the present tiwe. "~ .
. ond regord its propogation os out of hoarmony with t‘xe tctxc..l linc of %he o~ 7.7 -

ternationcl Left Opposition on Germany today. - o -

-

Before the worker nmosses of Germony have been tnequivoeally set in motion %9 re--

. sist Hitler, beffore the shorp cleavage thiat exists betwcen Fescism and iha wor-- -
king class has been transloted into open civil wor in Sermony iisclf, so thai ’
the bare nroposcl of mrorching oomoommwommioddoooor tho Red Army into Gormany . 70 -
would appeal to the German mosses as well as to the world proleisriant 25 ncem- S
brg diroct cid to their elass in its revolt cgainst beurgeois military 2fetutor -

) Bhip, osuch 2 slogan could only scrve to aliencte nmon-Comrmnist workers and
drive them into the ccrm of nationclist reaciion. Tho pramcture advancing of .
such o slobm before eivil wer in Germony nas \.ppc..rcd umaistekable, meaing lage.
ing the IJIZ0 open o the c‘h.re,c, on the paxt of the officisl C,P., of yrovoca— . 7T
tion to precipitcte war on thie Soviot Union. It mesns that we alionzie ihe svme' .
. pathics of thosc Comrminists vhe haovo become oriontated towards the Lors Oppoefer .

. tion on the basis of tio comple to corrcctness of our policics in regard to the .

) Gornca situction,

If the Left Ozposition is oticckod similorly for advocating irmcdiate nobLiliza..
tion of the Red Army, our cnswer is clear. The corrzctncss of our position un
Germon Fascism merely sorves then to add craphasis o our anslysis of tho hcvi-
tcblo interuationcl consoquonces of a Fascist victory, This clogon clearly aims
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to varn the Soviet Union to prepare in good time to defend ftsclf, viar in that
cas0 comes not on the basis of 2 Red Amay mosching iinto Germany, but beccuse

tho Intornationzl Zrown Shirts cre marching on the Boviets.

The propogande and agitation of our Lecguo cnd the Militont is to be conducted

accordcnce with the cbovo views, This stoticmont of rposition is to bo sont

’, out to cll drznches as tho guiding liae of tho Lo.gue for the work of o1l its
nembors cnd spokesnmen,
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THE RED ARMY AND TEW GERMAN RAVOLUTION

Roesolution by Ccnnon:

Py

i ’ i
r"l'ho Left Opposition tckes the following position on the question of the Rcd
4 Army and tho German situctions A

The Red Armmy ezists to defend the conquests of the October revolution and to zid -
i in extending this revoluiion to other countriecs. The Red Arrmy is not only tio
arm of the ®ovicet Union os it cxists ot the nresent time within the territoricl
limits of old Russiz (cnd not cven the whole of that), but it is in the fullest
sense of tho word, the zrm of the international proletatiat, —

In the internationzl class struggle the bourgeoisic in every country threatened

¢ o revolution of the proletzriat counts on and receives internationnl surport

. Seconomic, financial, political, &nd in easc of need, militory. This is por-

- ticularly true of tho countrics contiguous to tho present Soviet Union, suca s
Polend, Roumaniz, Finlend, ctees It is true also of Germony, The Gerixn prolc-
teriet, in the impending ci"ll wer, is oentitled to, and rust rececivo tho saro
1ntcrn"tion...l support froa the interanctionsl voriking closs,

Ihziuded in the internationsl working class is tho Sovist Union and its Red Axnye
The method by which this internotional working closs support is oxtended to the
German proletarint in its revolutionary strugszle-~rioral, politiezl, economic,

y - militery--cad the acture and the time of tho specific actions, or combiration

of cctions--is detcrmincd cxclusn'clj by proctical, strategic and tacticzal core:
sidoratioas, tvhich flow out of tho circumstoneds of tho moment, the relation of
... intornational class forccs, ctc. Militory cetion, vhich is notulug but tho
" “extension of polities, is not only not cxcluded, but in case of nced and at a

- -eortain conjuncturc, must be definitely and posﬁuvely included in the gemjine

F

internctionnl conecept of the quesiion of the Roq army oind the German Revolutiern,
MWorcover, thc rolec of the Red Army connot bo cxclg.,lvcly » defensive ono with
---respect to the presont territoricl limits of the "oviet Uaion, buv under corts. in

- conditions can ond rmst be on offensive ono.
) . }
=—--Those fund-nocntel intcrnr.tiomlist considoretions=~concerning vhich thore con bo

no two opinions in our ranks-~dctermine our cititudo towcrd the problem of tho
Rod Army and tho German rcvolution os it ould bo poscd concretely in the ovent
Pf o Fescist victory iz Germony, For the Red Army to remcin pessive while +the
man vorking closs is crushed under the hecl of Fascisn, its orgnuizntions
- hilated ond its capacity for resistancoe desiroycd for o number of yoors, would
not only crocto tho conditions for 2 world irperialist esscult against the Soviet
Union, led by Germon Foscism, ond cndeagor the oxisicnco of tho former. It
“would signify in no smcll dogrooo o colosscl botreysl of the Germon and counsos

|

-quontly of the ihole intornation prolétariat, on the part of tho Stalinist
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/{eadership. "For the Left Oppos tion to koep silent in the facze ¢f a polacy . .
thut lcads objcetively in this direction. for it Yo retreat to a prescntetions

of the quostion from the peint of vhew sinply of the self defense of ite pre- -
-sent Soviet Uaion, weuld be to mko itsels a party o ihis m.storical uetmyal

“} ‘Theoretical considsrations, and the Polish experierce of 1920, show that the

‘Red Aray camot izles the redolution in arn imporiant capitalist country. For it

“to intervere succes sm_.ly fners mist ve a cﬂnnmt'turc or the rising of the pro -
letsrint and such o relation of the class forces locked in mortal combat that
‘tHe fed ir—y appcars on the scene as tho reonforccment &f tho rising proletariad,;
-its ally ugainst tho murderous violecnce of the armed class cneny at home and
its protecctor cgainst the crited intervention of foreign imperialist forces, This
-econjuicture docs not cxist cs yot in Germony and for that rcason the Internatic.
‘nal Left Opposition concentrates its prescnt policy in the mein on the internol
‘action of the Gerrmon proletoriot and makes nd demond for the immedicte interven-
“tion of the Red army. A% the scme tinc it expleins openly and fearlessly tho _
-inevitable port tho Red Army rust piay in & further development of cvenise By
‘this it vaarns the Soviet Union to get ready ond it encourages the Germen proio~
“tariat by rcninding it of its vwm internationzl recources cnd alliese

“The cgitation of the .merican Stalinists to tho effect that "the Red Army is in~
‘$ernationzl in the scnse that the workers of other countries will coventually join
4t", Wicks,; thet tho Germen workers must camplete their ovn revelution cnd or- _
ga.nizo thoir ovm- Red Lury without the direct zid of tho existing Red Axy of the
‘Sovict Union, that the olucw dation of the truo intermational rolo of tho Rel Lr-
‘my by the Left Opposition is "nrovocation for a war on the Soviet UnionMe-din all”
“this ggitation of the Stalinists there fre contcilled tho most reoactionary ne- -
“tional-~socialist concoptions and an idoologicnl prepcoraticn to sanction a cclew
‘ssal botrayal., Tho spirit of tihls agitation is, in
4, -1914., This thec- Lofd Opposition must szy out loud,

“The riotion on policy "with regard to the presont situgtion in Sermeny nnd tho -
‘role of the Red Lrmy",-introduccd by comrode Shochirman at tho 1IC mcoting on Fobe
‘ruary 24,-is & capitulatory retiecat bofore tiic pograom agitation of tae Stalirisfs
--around this qucstion, Tho docunent of comrade Shachimnn is ande 21) ihe woxaa
by the introductory ccliiowledcencuts of tho intcrantvionzl role of tha Rod L1ny 1
"principlo”. The quosvion 1s conercte and spceifics It 12 10t now 2 protlam of
tg 2right ond duty ef +he Red A.'t'w 10 be reciy o 'carr'j cut r-.,voluticnuv {Lasgke”
‘dn-somo- indefinito plceo beyond the "fronticrs™ of tho present Sovict nwputlic, -
-The place is Germany. And theé question is: Tho rovolutione.r tosks of the Rod .
-Arny -in the German rcvolution.

Like':rise mist be rojeccted in the present situction tho negative ond defeasivo
‘cppiroach to the question contniined in such npologetic forrmulas as "o
ecnnot entertcin any objeeticns in principle® ond "The Cormunist. Interma io".a.. in
‘the Leninist cpoch did not consider it wrong in principle”, Tho LoT't 0nps;1 tion -
‘does not fulfill its duty ia kho gi Given situation with general oxplemation to tho
‘effcet that it has ne "cbjection® and that it does rot

“eonsider it m'or =" Dor
“tho Red Army to cross the ertificifal naticnzl boundery linss csteblished by tho
-relotionship of interaatioacl eleoss forees ot ¢ certain period,
'jly tho Gornan rovolution thet is involved in tho prasent instancec. Not- what do- . -
"have no objcections * to, not vhot we "do net sensidar wrong, vat vhat wo consi.
~dor Ticht, vhat wo consider nccessery at a cortain stage in ihe devalopments of

‘tho German eivil wore-this i3 tho way tho Icft Opponition must approach the gques= _

’tion.

Comrade 'I‘rotsky has explained with sufficient lucidity the direct monnen to the
Sovict Union that would follow inovitably frem o fascist victory and conzolidaiion.
in Gem:my, end tho necossity of mobilizing tho Rcd Ammy at tho firet pews of-0

essence, tiho spirit of August .:__

Somanists |
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Fascist steto revolution, But ho Cid nos stop, as corrado Shechiman's motion
doos, with the sclf-dcfensc side of the question. The quoiaticn cited from oo
‘ - Trotsky, is not ¢ com-‘.Lc..c«-- nd thereforec it is false--wion it lecves cut the son-

1{ es r'hich Tfolloved it in refercnce to the offcnsive sids of the sare gueshion:
"The Red Army is not only tho Red ixyye It T3 the o of tho proletorian werld
revolution" (Garmcony - The Koy to the Inmierncticnad Siluction)s Ouw dispute with
the Siclinists over the Red Awmy hinges preciscly ci this aspeet ¢l the qu» bich,
'I'hoy shzll not drive us awvay fronm it,
‘Gorrado Stcehtman declares: "rho intornationsl Laft Ovnosition ha not hovever,
end, does not now raisc the demond that ot the rrasent time, in the ..1"1: tion o8,
it 1s today, with tho presout relationship of fTorces, the Red Awmy is to be mo-
bilized for tho purposc of ‘'marching on Gernony! row", That is quits true. ind
it could not be othorwisc &s long as tho L2lit Opvosition rotains its concention
that tho rolc of the existing Red arzmy is to heln the workers in rcvolution in

othor countrics, and not to make their rovolution for then.

Bid vho has reised the demand for & "aarch on Germeny® *at tho nreseit time™ “in
*ho situction as it is today", ctec.,? Morcover, vho of any scrious conscgucenco
in the Licgue, vho in its lecdership, vhich~~it is is assuned--is corposcd of
grovn-up peoplo viio do not loso their hcads ot cvery turn in the situction~~ilo
anong these could raisc sucl o danand? If nobody has done so--2nd wo kuow of
nobody~—then what is the nccossity for such 2 solem denunciction of the idea?
Tay 18 it nccossary to vrotcst that we regard the '"propogotion™ of this slogon
as "out of harmony withf tho tactical lino of the International Left Ouvosition
o1 Germoayy today?" Vhy is it nocoessory to mcko this the central point of our
policy?

7o knov: that tho Stolinists have irmutod this slogan to us, They aro inciting

a pogron agcinst us oa this ground.~on The ground tint wo are “orovoking o wox

on tho Scvict Urion", But the St~linists cre liars. and the wey to ansver then
is to sny they cre linrs, to show Low by t.vs very czitavion they cover their

om nationcl=sociclism, and to oxplein iully, cicariy, ona Loldly vhct tho Intore
notionclist stondpoint of the Left Oppgsition on tho gquestion of the Red fomy
and thoe Cermnn rovolution reclly ise .0 recef to tho Stalinist sleonder by do-
aouneing the vicvpoint they falsely imfmto to us is not the best weoy to moet the
_roactioncry incitement of our opponeats, lorcmxzx preciscly, it is tho vorst

-\TWQ

_ Tho conccssions whi ¢h corrade Shachtmsn mckes to the pogroa cgitation of the
"Stotinists increcsc srogressively in cvery narcgroph of his rmotions on policy,
Beginaing with a defensive general prexmisc about. our lock of "objections! il
stond of o positive statement of our prizeipel views), he glides, i the naxt coe
ragreph, to the donuncintion of the slogza for an immedisie “niorch oil Gormony®
(vhich nobody proposed) -nd then drows nearer to the position of the Stalinists,
in tho next paragrorh with the more direct statenment that “tho promature advan.
¢ing of such o slogon, before civil wor in serney hos oppenred u::::i.s‘.;-.l:cab’v,
neans laying tho I, L. 0. opea to the ch"rsc oit the po rt o7 the officizl Cu D
~of provocation to precipitato a war on ihe Poviet Union". (Nothing ‘lessd)
Alrcady, wo cre not only cccuscd by the Stalinists of provoking ims on the Zoviot
Union, but we (or somcone anong us, nomo unkhowniy are “laying oarsclves opoa?
to this monstrous zccusation. ”crh*ps that is vhy, ia his rotions on poiiry,
"iith regord to the presont situnticnn®, as well ac in uis journalistic comments
in the Militont, comrnde Shachtman hos not dovoted a sizngle ward to the siander
of tho St~linists, has not cnsvercd it, hns fet eajled it slandor, and has 1o
soon fit to print my crticle on the cubjeet, +hat he hos '.*rttt;.u 11t the dseament
. undor considcration is not fn ansvor to this slandere t Is a suppiement 10 it.
But what tho mcmobors of the Loft Ozpositioi require frcm an KC motion ...uh 15
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- Soviet U.d6a rust not w~itd until the Foscice erching on tho

e

"0 bo scad to 211 bronches as a guidiag lizc of tho Lucguce for tho work of :ﬂ.l

its meobers od s*c.cc naen® (Who erc thesc riycterious spolizcsmen?), is advico on

how to meet the nogron agitation ef tho S402i: :Mnts, how te refutc it, and, above

pLsIUSRI IS :
£ll, hov to explain its fundomentzlly reacsionory co..te'n..

Jearrade Shackinants rotica ia 1o wicy scrves this purrosoe 4nd -in tho noxt porde

greph of his document, following ofter relferred to ebove, comrado Shachvmnn CKe
pounds ¢ view vhick kns mothing in comuon vith ours ond hos very little 1o éiz.
tinguish 1t from the standunciut of the 3iclinists.s It is possidble thot cournde
Shaclitorn hns written 4t hastily nnd will clnrily his position ond formmloto it
ia 2 different--~thot is, in aa opposite~—scaso. IV is to be hoped that his will
do so., Dut cs the forz:ul tion stonds now, To cox under no circunsionces ncecpt
it "zc tho guiding linc of tho Leoguo" und ":11 its ncobors®, not overlooking its
"spolfc..mn"

*This slbgc.n *, ho scys, (ivmedicto mobilization of the ¢d Aomy) "elearly cims
to wara the -'oviot Uaion to prepore in good time to dofentd itsclf™, Tho noocs-
sity of preparation for such seclf-dcfensc is .cf coursec corrcet, sclf-gvident,
and obvious" and there is not o s.dlhist i‘ro*1 Stalin's cobinet to Drosdcer's
privato offico vwho will objcet to the Sovict Union e c;cndmr itsclf", Dut this

slogoa (for tho imcc.i‘ t¢ nobilization of the f‘od Aroy) oins ©o éo morec thon thizt.

Arg whon comrade Shiachtmnn coneludes: "War in thot ease comes notd oa the bosis

of 2 Rcd Ary nmarehing in ‘»o "c*r: Sy, dut beeauso tho iateractionnl Rravmn Ehirds
arc narching on the Soviets®, Lo stops rrcciscly 2t tuxt poi=t, vhero tho dificre

onco botvecu Iaterant io.m.li.,m end N-iioncl-Socialisn on this p...r..:.cuL.r question |

bcgins. .

Te cssenco of conr"dc Trotcky's '_rnin'c., on tho incvitchlo =or detioon tho Sow=

viot Urien md a victorious GurmanFoseisn com,r'* nroeiscly in 1.'.".1.,é thet the
ovicia" dbut -

mst strike thom dow: before they cro rea \.y. '1'7'° s c...f--ccfc::so" of theg 36vict

Fascisa ond the defeonsce oi‘ the Gcr“:;*. 7cvol\.t Cho DG ScacHnTiC scuoration -o8
these three esncets of one T ot baC Sooe cuc,s zicn is the heoxt oo the Tolsity in

the policy, dangerous and even trecchercus in its implicatioms, vhich is cxpoun- N

ded by the amcricon Sticlinists, Coarcde Sitehimon, retreoting before the Stalie

Ani t{ incitencat and "looking Tor devizticns® in his own commp, offers o formila

as the guiding linc of the Leasgue' vhich would ncke it i‘ollcr.. the otnlir.ists as
& coptive on this fmmd*ncn»d issuo,

T.c discussion of tho role of tho ‘Rod Ammay in tho Germon leution mpot tako
into feeount, ot the prosent tino. diplomctic ond nilitery considerttions which
dietato o certcin tact in public utterancese Dud for all thnt, the Internction--
clists must snock in such o woy os 29t to coafuse and mislemd t'xc rroletorint butb
to inform it ond put it on guard. Trotsky, writing in the boursgcois press (The

Forun nmegazine articlc reprinted in tho dilitant of July 16, 1932) thoved how 42°

do this ovon within the restricted limits of this medium., Conirary io Shacktmen,
who counicrposes the “mnreh on ormeny" to the aareh on tho SuvictsT, '.h‘otal:y

. wroto: - . -

*Then you have o mortol onony bororo you, and vhea wor flows vith nceessity £2o0
tho 16gic of the objoctive situntion, it would bo unpardoasble 1igh*mndef.ness
to give that cncmy time to cotoblish and fortify hinself, eoncluds ihe necos:sary
alliances, receivo tho neceossary ielp, work out o plen oi‘ eo:ceatric militarvy

actions~-not only from the wost but fron the cusi--and thus grew up to the dimen-

" sions of & coossal dongers

"Hitlor's shock troops cro nlrcedy singing all over Germoy a nareldng seng age- .
cinst tho “aviets, composed by o céertoin Doctor Nens Biehmer, It would be i

prudeat to lot tho Fscists érawl this moriinl ~dire If they are destined ic sing

~
.

Union in this cose nerges completely into the o.*c,* ive surusEsle aqpinst German - -



V it, lot then sing 1t stocesto", (our amhoisis),

- Betvoen this estinctc of tho problen, vwiich rrkes its nmeouing clocr even throuzh
tho ecroon of tho copitzlist pross cud tho outirate of cemrado Shoohinizn, wrissen
with vll tho LfUanimoos thnt 40 poosidvlo in @ doowiany Lo ingcauad Qinculnsica

. in tho Li~pguo, thelo 2o a wide cbyaz, The 10 o2 do o oghol fhun gescooriceslly

;n rejoot tho vwholqg prosontation of the quesiion by comrzde Sheehizan, Tho procensg

& rosolution 1s subzdttcd from this point of viow=2s o stotonont of policy difes

foront fronm that oxpounded by comrade Sianeohimon 2nd agoinset 1t .

Bklkokookok ok L

+ _Tho gross porvorsion of principle in comrcdo Shachtmants motion cout bo fully

b - unéerstood only in its sctiing in tho preseat interucl crisis of tho Lezgzuo.
-Comrcde Shachiman is not o Sialinist, Wo crxe coavinecd thot ho is no loss hostile
. to thedr policics in generzl thaa we ore, ~nd that ho hns o nmorc intention of

p eapitulating to them than wo hovee If 2o retrocts before thenm in this particulac
issud, cad cxpounds o positicn that is nearcer to Thoir standpoint thon to ours--
end thot is indubitobly the case in the cinglc question ~t issuc-~it is the re-
sult pric~rily of tihic indefcasiblo and hopeless positicn ho has token in tho in-

s torncl faction strugsle.

cmbarking oa o fight cgeinst the IR withcut aay "peliticnl differcnces! oud OTw
ganizing o fnction without a political platform he inevitebly gothered arcund =
hinsclf cll these cleneats ia the Lezgue whe nre in conflict with the NCo In
. this waprineinlcd foetion struggle comrcde Sicchtixrn atirceted and beetuie tlhe
rallyiag ceater for the confused, politically baciwoad cid easuel elenenis, for
those who resist a1l orzomizntioncl resiraint nnd discipline, ond also ihosc
cloneats vho have ot campletely brolez their idoologiccl beads with Stolinimn,
- who ~ro inpresscd by the cgitotion of the Stcliaist burchucrats, ~nd transrit
in onc form or n~notker, their icens cnd théir slonder into o Leniuce

|
!

Thoso latier clemciis, sho register tho pressure of the Stclinist agitation £ -
- cgniast us outside the League by tho volume nnd intcneity of their wiaerilled

agitation cocinst tho WC insilde thc Lezfue--2s o selsnogroph records cartiqunlko
shocks~=cre besinning to cxert ca inercocing influcihce o the nolicy of tho 3hsent.
~non feetion is compelled LY tho'logic of 115 position to yield iwre ond zicro t.

__. those dubious politicsl elerents wituin it wiho reclly disagree with tho 1T on
. rore thon onc quesiion., Aamong thesc the clements who differ .ith us in tho direc-
i . tion of Stelinisn ore nnaturally tho most agressive, beecuse behing then and
their holf-thought-out 2n@ holf-spoken idens is the weight oad pressure of tho
. Stalindst coprigie Their influcince on the polick of the Shinchtocn feetion is
rocoricG in the prescnt instonce—-c2id not for the first timc.

.7 A porsistence with the preseat unpriacipled faction combination ecomiet feil to
7 bring further divergonces aif sharner confliets with tho MC and «ll thoso in tho
ague vho nre firm in their convicticias oné unitced on the bosic of then, Tio
Shoehtnen faction bejon--oné still remcins--vithout 2 separate pleifersi. On this
csis 1t 18 is impossiblc to cemtinuc for any leagth of tinmc, oad this Tact is
ovidently beconiig cleor to the lecders of tho faetion. They arc begizning to
look for "Giffercuces", to ciaggernto taen, end o mouufocture then where thoy do
__not oxiste The oxperiment #.ithh regord to tho prescnt situction in Jormany and
the question of tlio rolo of tiic Red Lomy' is o shocking revel-ticn of the daujers
. %hich bostrow this pothe It gives tho comrades who hove been supporting ihc une
~principled strugslo cgalast the iiC--os well o8 the leader--cn occosion to mmuso
ol roflect on its logic cad it iacvitable comscquences, cad to turn baek in Cuo

tinc,
5 . . . we=Joics P, CoonON
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THE RID LRY A1D T CRIAN RIVOLUTION Ll T

(Article written for bublication in the Militant, Sutnitted to NC moetinz on- -
Februory 24th)

Our refercaces, in speeches on the German crisis, to the internctional role cnd
éuty of tie Red Army have called Torih a furisus epitetion and izcitement a-
gainst us by the Stalinist tureaucrats, I ihe nress an€ on the platform they
are accusing the Lofy Ozpositicn of "nrovocation” to precivitate a war cgocinst
the Soviet Union, .ind with this monstrous slander as a coverirg formula they
are turning the interncticnalist concerts ugpside dow, disorientirg the Comzzu~-
nist vorkers, druzzing them with murdcrous coses of national—socialist roison
and closing their eyes to one of ilic most important and decisive aspects of a
Foseist victory in Germany., It is high time for on elucidation of this gues-
tion in the colurms of tac iiilitant, for it is preciscly the function of the
internationclists to tcll the truth And concezl nothing. ’

The Stclinist demagogy around this question is in essence a capitulation be-.

fore beurgecois public opinion., The Left Oppesition has the duty, not to re.

treav before this demagogy but to rrobe it to the bottom cnd rsvecl its trea-
cherous implicctions, It is not the danger of provoking e wor on the Sovict

Union that might be avoided. It is the danger ihat the Soviet Union and the o

world's workxing class will be tcken unateres ond fail of the necessarty proparoe
tion in a wor thot is inevitoble if Foscism triurphs in Germany. That is the
danger. That is the cfux of the quesiion. .

It is hardly necesszry to deny that the Left Orrosition is demanding that the

Red Aroy "morca to Germony™ ot the rresent tine and uzder the present condi-

tions, For us it is seif-cvident that the German working class will organize

and conduet its ovm sirugsle for pover, That is why the Left Cprosition cori-
centrates its czitation on the derand for a united front and a prozron of ace )

“tion to smash Foscicm and clear the road Tor Soviets in Gormeny, But in this -
life and death strussle, vhich will not be settled in 2 doy, the Gerzan bour-

geoisie will secl: cnd receive the support of internctionzl capitcle-morel, fi-
pencicl, and, if necessory, militarye The German werking class will also seck _
and rust receive interactiorncl support in no less degrece To exclude the Red

Army from raorticipetion in this grandiose world strugsie on the cide of the

German working class on the ground of "protccting the intercsts of the Soviet

Union" is to lecve the ground of internctionclism, to biand oneself in 2dvance

to the nationol bounlary linos estcblished by thic bourgcoisie which in crucial

monents arc not in the lexst binding on them, and in the final analysis to en-

darger the existence of .the Soviet Uxion ftsclf. et

A Fascist victory ond consolidation in Germony means an inevitcble wer on the | . | .
Soviet Union., 4 victorious German Fascicm, which has erushed tiie working class_ |

ot home and annihilated its orgonizations woyld become the spearhcad of a wordd - .- -
cttack on the Soviet Union on a scole for surpassing the rrevious interventions. .
This war would tc zccommanied by a world wide wove of recction cgainst the i
lcbor movement everyvhere. Such 2 war, headed by German Fascisa, caniot be un-
dertaken now beecusz Gerrman Fascism is not yet voctorious; it has not consoli- -
doted its power and estoblished the economie znd rmilitary bosis for such en -
undertcking, Vheat stands in the way is—the Germon vorking class, stiil power-- |
ful, still undefeated. The cttempt of Foscisn to crush the Geraen working .
"0)7cs is a necessary preliminary: looked at corrcetly, it is alrcady the begina- - .
ning of the war., Can the Red .army rem-~in passive and indiffercent to the out- "o );,
conc of this strugsle oa Gorran soil? Can it hesitote for o monent, in case . g
of nced, to throw its woight into the sccle befere the Fascizztion of Goraony

is completed and the "morch on Moscotm® formally begins? That is the question



. thich we have rpaised in our specches

thg Stalinists

L léhso do not answer this mestion with cclmos
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whO "hod ho vtjoasiona" To insornatione
irternaslamelism new oo '
fooal zoint cf the
Cux infernatiorciisen,
nationalism of t=s prolevariet in ovory country, includizg tre Sovioet Union
Armys 18 put to vho test thero.
oloarly rorkod ot and tho fundmmental Question given a procise easwor,
reforecnce of course, doos not docl with the momena:t ond the neturo of o dnsore
vention by thc Kked Army on the side of the vorking elass,
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¢ tho prineirle linos must bvo
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qucstions

naturally telong to the Gomain of roliticcl ond militery strategy which in
turn derends cn zn estimation of the conditions, the relation ol forces, the

termo of develor

r—ent, cte,

As propogendists; our concern nci relates to the

funﬁ;mcntal_qucséion of attitude and not to the cctions of the moncnt.

the Red Arry.
conceived by it

s foundcrs and orgeaizers.

~----And here, we affirm our cornviction--not "in general™, if you clecsc, but in
firect connccticn idth the eivil war in Germony--that"the Bod irmy is not ondy
It is the arm of the proletarian world revolution",
So it wos understoad vy the vorxers
of the entire wexld cnd by its owm soldiers under the Lenin teczehins.
the Red Lrmy cver existed in reclity, before there wes

So it wucs

Before
"socialism in one

o

. eountry" or cony +zlk gbout i%, Lenir elucidated the internatiorslist role of

a proletarizt (
one individucol

ond its
capitalist country."

rmy) which would triwrgh in "severzl or evea in only

Tho.victorious proletzrizt of that country (srote Lenin in 1915) having cx~
propricted the czpitelists and organized socialist producticn, would te up in

orms ggainst the rest of the copitdlist world, attractirg cppressed closses
?

of - the other countries to its side, ccusing insurrection in thkose countries

" agaiast the copi<iclists and acting in cose of need cven with xilitcory pover

-ogeirst the exrioiting closses and their governments", And it is kiotm that
Lezin was not tolking idly, and still less was he "provoizing" the capitalists

$O‘make Tar az2inst thie proletorian country.

‘roke goed with

<heir wor,.

ror
capitalist goveraments necded no such provoeation
¢ was specking calnly
victoricus rroletariat in o single country should

oxne thing ke kner that the
but only tze copacity to
ond deliteretely of what o

In Pclend, in 1920 and in Goorgic the Lenin doctrine 1ldid <owa in 1€10 had 2
literal fulfili=ent--the latter successfully cond the former unsuccessfully,

~"But fron the cxperience in each casc, Loi, ond

all the Ifwrxists wivh him,

“8rew conclusiors only of a procticol character reloting to the situation, tlie

~_time, the rlces, cnd the "needr,

The demcgogy of the tourgecisic and their

“social democrotic lackeys about "red imperialism" influezccd kis strotegy not

at all end his priznciple comsiderations still less,

2izoviev, Choirman of the Comintern, scid ih 1919 in a speech to 3,000 mili-
tary oxperts of the Petrogrzd District at the Uritzky Palace:

*Military men often object, 'but if the war is coning to an exd now,
thoy do wdth us?t, o ., First, we must
gether with the workers and peasznts, the vhole world too,
Red Army will grow,.
acheive the grezt honor of surporting

Our Red oificers

tho other countrics. (:polause)

liberate, not only Ruscia,

.
.

but
The interastionzl

whot will
also, to=-

ond must do "in case of ze=d’

ana former officcrs of long stonding will
in their strugzle not ormly the Russian
vorkers and pcesznts, but clso the workers and peascats of Trance, Germany cnd
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rfhere con bo no greater honor then thisl Is not tho bourgeoisie of Frcnee .

czd Frglaind sending its sons to Tepanror Novotcherkassk, Odessa, to train tho .
pespian beness for tha strugsla egainst the warkers asd ,.\.nbu\ta'f Ltk faw C :

's-a:n or pighd wo shzll mend our test men to show tho Fzonoh aud Tnglish TOXw

xers how to organizg the hRed Ars ] avertivow tho rule of tho dourgeoioio.
toxe the power iuto the ha_nds of thae peoplo,™ '

I% nny bo chjecteds 1t necescary to telk abcut this A B C ques..ion of tho
{pternationzl role of t e R2G Army? Isntt this undarstood ty ev er;bodj: end
is it not best to keep quiet so as ro% t2 alarm tne class exeuy? Yes, it is
nesessary to speaic because, unforturately, in thesc days el the Stalinist le-
generation there is & lack of urderstandirg and more than that, therc is &
médling and distortion of the questicn which fortcdes great evil to the causa.
of the interuational proletariat, The very foct that the Stalinist turean~
crats incite against us for our refcreace to the interrzationual rolie of tho
Red Army in the Cerman events, conceals within it the most treachcrous mrli-
cations, The dozma of socialism ia one cowitry has wreght a fcorivl havee in
the dbrains of thsose who sicnd before the coriunist proletariat in the capaci-

"ty of officicl leaders,

Ticks, for example, scid at the Promx nceting thot Ythe Red Army is iaterna-
tional ian the sease that the workers of the othcer countries will join it. The
German vorlers will roke' their owa revolution ard orzaaize their own Red A::I‘(-."."';'_. '

This helf--truth contains a treacherous lie, for it cvades, and thercby answers = .

in the ncgative, the question of —hether the oxisting Red Army will help tho . . ;.,__:7;_. -

German workers to malze their emn revolution "in cazc or neced”. This is tho
theory of ncutrality toward t:e '-1vil var of the clesses in Gerzmay, of capi-

_ tulation to bo""geo‘s opinioan, the Russicn yrcletoriat is not to inter~ ' '

vene, in its cwn way az=d with its ovn means, then vhy shouid we in Americe, -~
*intervene", cs wo are doing now in our oTn oy and with cur ovn means? In. ] .
this com:ection 1t is 20t vithout significxice that the first meetings of the
Porty on the German crisis wore held tiirec weeks after the eprointment of
Hitler and only then ofter the Left Opcositicn hod chaken the thele Farty with
its camzaign ond driven the panic-siricken turccucrats into acticn,

Yés, it 1s necessary for the Left Orzosition to spcok operly atout this and - - - -

every otker problem of the Germen civil war, giving cach cne its prorer place

end emphasis at the moment but concecling and soft-redalliing on nones Tho .
Left Opposition is a smoll faction armed with greet idezs vhich hove been .
tested and confirmed in v'orld events. It can grow 2nd exrznd in numbers exd. . |

" .influence oaly by being truec to itsel?, fecring mo izncitement and telling tiie .. _ .

whole truth to the Cozrmunist workers cbout cach and every cuesiion, Qur mis- . =
sion is to lieep alive the-doctrine asd spirit of internationslism, That cene.

nov be done fully and cormpletzly without elucidatving the juestion of the

Red Army end the Germen revolutione

eJanes P. Cannon _ e )
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The motion by comrade Cannon oa "The Red Arm: and *he German Revolutioa” de~’
_..pands an urardigucus and blunt reply. T‘ie °'h e disrute i3 preseatad oy nim
"in & delibéerately f:alxified light, and en objective discussion of it -is reck-
lessly pervcerted for tue facvional ends of his groun. This 1s not tke first
timo Ca:nnon. has practised this method in ocur internal disputes; this time, how-
ever, ke has 2xceaded all possibly legiiimate boundaries. - .- -

Same Facts

€ s o ot g

My original motion oa th: question is characterized as if it wero forccd upon

SR SITIATION

—-

|- -me by semi-3tzlinist elemernis in tie Leazue (who are they?) for the purpesc of

*manufacturing®

solitical differenccs with the Nationa

2l Committeec majority,

Exactly the contrary is tiae caze.

So that the grecise ncture of the disrute,

- followors of the Stalin faction ard

- and the ranner in which it arose, may be knorm, it is neccessary to estavlish
‘the following facts:

on the German situation in tie Stuyveseat Casino, -comradce
Caznon in his szeech raised tae slogzn of nmobtilizing the Red Army to intervene
-in Gsrmany, This is not a "Stalinis: lie", buti a simple statement of f.ct.
"*Hitler's knife is poised over the body of thc Gerran urolezariat'--I cuote
dircctly from Cannon's speech--"the Red Army riist sithot the kniife cut or the
bands of Fascsim.™ This vas no mere rhetoriczl flourish. Everyone in tie
audicnece unierstecd it in just that scases The ~umcrous quesvions tiat were
asked from the flcor, orally and in -riting, showeld that this is how everybody
understood Cannon's slozan. Nor 4id Camnon scek to rectify aay "mizulder-
standirg" rlhcn viorkers ia tic cudience protested cgainst tiic demand to sexd

tho Red _.rmy into Germaay uinder precent circunstunces.- Snachimaw, iz replying --
%o the qucsttons fron the fleoor. was obviously unaole to scr2ratc himsc olf op-
)enly from Cannon's position; ard conseguently coniincd Lis raxzrics to .an cx-
planat‘c.x of tae prizcipled Jommunist position on the intarrationel role of the
Red Arxryry illustirating our ctand by refaerence to the events in Polaad in 1920
and in Georgia in 1321. Unfortunstely ihe damage had elrasedy b2
-~ was obvious that the workers prcscrt did not perceive e dictianction between
the tvo presentatioas, .

- At our first- mecting

‘ Had the matter res+cd tacre; it would have remeined an insidex t =ithout ouch
- Yepercussian, did not takc up the raticr officially, elthough azy number of o
our Leaguc r'c::‘.bcrs reguested ‘hat I briig up ihe question in the iatiloncl Come- .
mittce, -At the Gorran moeting irn Brooklyn, however, Cannoa regpented the swme
falsc slogan ia somewhat dlffercnt terns, but no less uraistakable in pursort.
.The impression irmecdiately rmcde the rournds of the Cormrmnist ard sympathizirg
workers that this was tiuc vicmoint of tho Left Oppooition. Wicks (vith whose
view I will dcal further on), at thc Bronx meetiag cxrlcited this irreszons-.
ible blunder of Canuor to the moxirmum, seckirg to winip up @ lynching spirit
.8gainst the Oppositionists prosent, whosc arguments for the urited front pol=-
icy ho found it impossible to mcct., Among the eonmn.is. oriers--both cmongst
the Stuixrrmximmxlovestone facticn—- .
- %he discussion of our vicwpeint (in Ilew Yorlkz, of coursb) immediately turacd
8vay from our main standpoint (united front) (o & discussion of thc slogan _
--¥aisod by Cannon, on '“h*ca scorc our opponcats 'mtural.u took the offcnsivee — —

)It thus becane 1mnerativc that the matter be brousht up formlly ia the Nat-
. lonnl Committee, Far from rmrxrixx sccking to rlko a factionel iszuc of the
"mtter I was concerncd with tic Lez 2gue crg its leading represcntatives adopting

2n done ard it .

t

'
S - AT &= 5 8 o010

\
.
ERTUNE. PRy Y

Y- S

i,; .l .,‘_..,.:... el

L T e bt T WL
oot

Wedee
B

Frsp e Y-



-

. -11-

B i
3

a correct positics without rzld=a the cucstion & subject for factiomal dis-.
pute, It was in this spirit tnav I discussed the meiter not only with come
rad:s directly associated with me in the intermal Lezgue éissute, but with . &
J a nunber of comrades who are not acscciated =ith either of the factione.
It is a demonstrable Tact that I wrote my orizizal motion after consultat-
" jon with the latter; it was they who sugsested thet I write tie rotion in
that manner, without making a criticism of Canmon, without even ment oring
~his name, without referring direcily to the mass mecetings or the fact that
Cannon raisecd the slogan in the rmomer mentioneld gbove, I reecily egrced’ -
with this sugsestion. 1y rain coxncern was not with an attack uroa Cannon,
bui with setiling the question correctly and without faciional bickerings

Cannon's reply to this elfort can be read in his docurent., YWhen my motion-. .
was introduced into the Commitiee, Jaanon opposed its atontion. Iater he: -
presenicd~-not a cocunter-motion, but an article for the lilitant, filled - T
with ambiguous formulations, celiberate evasions of the oaly rcal iszue in-
volved, e=d factional atizcks upon ais orponents in the Lezzgue (myself in
. particular) rade in the now custozary form of i.inuendo ené iasiavation. I
- voted against the article and demanded that before ony article on the dis-
puted point is printed in ths official organ of the Lezguc, thc Nationzl a
Connittee should lirst adopt an oflicial positicz--an ozyrosite vrocedure . ;.
-

being false from beginnirg to ené. The offieial yosition rroposed by Cexnom _ - --- . 4l
was presented by hius at 2 later meeting in tic form of the motion referred = . -
to above, :

This motion is not meont, so to szy, for "New York consumzition™, but exclu-
sively for the record and Tor ti.e branches outsizis of lew Yerk. For vhile
there is of coursc no steaoograpiic roeord, the ifeu Yorik comrrde--and tite
<s"1 - hundrels of ot:cr workers who atiénded the rass mectings--know only teo well— ¥
. vhat Canron really said and zévocated ia his sieeches, They can and will - R ¥
o designate his present dexial of his owa £logaa as nothing tut a falscheod. B H
That this denial is z=zdec anid 2 barrage of Fire sgoiitst me, will 2ot suf= - ‘
fice--at least Hot in Neow York--to cover up tac iacontestable facts. o o

; P
"In his Journalistic (ahcm!) commernts in thcs Hilitant,” writes Cammoa, the - . -
. docs not rmake any sort of cormest in the nilitant, "courade Thechtman has .
not devoted a single irord to ' the slander of tiic Staliuists, has not ansvered -
it, has not called it slander," Skachtman's wotion, coxtinucz Canaon, “is_ - _
not aa ansver to this slander. It is a supplement to it.™ This “slander®, - - -
i. c., the charge that Cammon advocated in his speeches the ir—ediztoe Red
Army interventica in Gerrzrny, was first made at the Stuyvoszot Casino mcet-
;. ing, on FEBRUARY 5, by vorkers prosent who challenged Cammon's exposition on . -
this point. Cannoa did zot call it 2 slarder ther, nor céid he thiak it ne- o
cessary to point out to these workers tict this w2s ot reclly his positions - . ]
When wick repeated it at the Eronx meeting two wecks later, on FERRUARY 19, 3
Cannon éid not consicer it a slaander either, Ye mever once proposei to me - -
or gnyonc clse that the Militant should rcpudiate icks'! charge as a perver- |
. sion of our point of vicr., - He aiever oncc prorosed, did nct cven meatioa, . .
~; | "~ thet he would vrite anything ia <hc-lilitant so that his cetuzl pesitionm,_ _..° . __{
.r:. | . and the actual position of iho Intermetional Loft Opposition, might be clear~ —- - -
ly stated. Councn presexted aisriicle on the Red Army for isilitast pueli- - - _
cation oaly at the Hational Cormivtee mecting of FI3RUAY o4, that is, only
ST after T nad intrcduccd my motion on policy, which cvidently caused comrcde
) ‘Cannon to reficct oa vhe untcacbiliny of his srcvious position, - -

But instcad of making a simple acknowled;ecment of the error, he mercly de-
nics the vhole thing and scoks to cover it up with 2 vieleat foetioncl ase
sault upon mc. e have always attackod the Stalinist leafership for iis




wie .

ropugrant rcthod of "sclf-criticism” which consists in aseribing ts_ othors - - - _
~the mistales thich it itsecll las mode, or iz covering up its own mistakes — -
— by bald dexnizls that they were pede or by concocting "mistokes®™ o the part

of its opzonenis or crities, In the prescat disgute, there is no disting-
I( - uishable diffcrence betuecca tne metaod we ittack and the method canlcyeé by
comrade Canno:. L : : N

»

" put you are capitulating to the Stalinist pogrom agitation against the Op~ -
position? MNot in thé least. Tic best w2y to moet such an egitation is to- - -
prescat our position correcvly and not falsely, so that we force the Stal-
“inists to atizck us for vhat we really a2dvocate. That they do nov lile to
""do, bacause it camot be cone successfully, Tac crpunent ebout "eapitu--—r -o-- -
1ation":.nd "rotreatt is.simgly flag-waving, ir a demogosie erpecl to senti- -
menve ca Urbahns derazndad the “return of the Chinesc Fxstern eilwzyY to :
~ Thiang Kai-Shc.\, the Stalinists launched a2 violoant Eirmek conmniign gzcinst
“hin end the vhole Left Osposition. Their egitation cgairnst Urbihns! utter-
1y felse position (like thc Wicksian-agitztion agaiast us now) hed a dist-
ineitly recctionary and National-3olsihcvilk flavor im mony res_ ccts. This
_did not prcoveat Trotsky and tze I. L. 0. frou condumming Urbchas and cvcntu-
" ally brezking fron him. %o did not then “conitula~c! to the Stclinist
- tation, &s Urbcans accuscé us at thot timelt And we dic dis occiate -ou”sclvcs
" from thc Stzalinists et thoe same time. The rc2l ¢ »nitulator at that time
=.-x7as Urozhns, and his copitulation was in the directiol of Korschist ultira-
Leftism. ~Then the Right wing in the French Oprosition wds capitulating <o
its"cliies® in the Unitary Opposition, Trotsiky did not hasitate to distin-
guish himsclf fron tic forrer, cven thousgh’it was unier aitack by the Stal-
o inists (vho attacked it from tha S..dh'ustc i ce.; the falsc, standpoiunt}).

In the present case, the Stalinists and lovestoiacites h:.'-rc lzuneled 2n at-=
tack upon the Orposition in thc same way: ticir aticcik uzon Conron's nosit-
ion Lkas a distirnctly mtrowxksxxriziizxnationnalist aid treachersus corsio-
tation; they utilize Jcimon's falsc slagans ia order to cover up their omm )
reactioncrylizositic. Caanon, ox the ovicr hand, tries to cover un his S
ovn crror and to rzlxe Tietional copital cgainst us, by bracketing iic and
- several u'x-"...m-;d ctacrs with Vicks ard the Sialirist Zogrzon agiiution to |
“""which I am “cavitulztiag". But it is prceiscly in crder to arm our com- -
- -- rades Agcinst Tisks ond Co. that I rroposcd to scitle the gucstiod by oy - ..
motiong cirmed <o cnd tiie conlusion in Canson's prescrtation and the zorses~ :
"-quent confusion on the subjeet hichh he has helred to ercute cmong our ommn
comrades &s Tcll,
Even this strztagom nizht be conitemptuously overlooked were it not for the-
--fact that Coanon's motion on pelicy docs noct yet mmke rtters clear,

mmt is the dispute about? The only gcruine peizt ot issue kas clrezdy

been indiceted cbove., To cvade thiz :.i::t, Cannoxn"{inds" & goint of "prin-
eiplo™ dissute. 4is this docs not cxist, so far 2s I om coucerncd, Cammon

is mercly crezting stras mex to krocl dotn, is mcryly rushizng viclentliy

—} --- through ojon doors. Towerdc th. beginiing of iiis motion, Canrmol grudsing-

“ ly acknowlcdged that I rcqﬁgnizc thetruly intern2tionzl role of thc Red
Army, its "defensive" as well &3 “offensive” role. Ivdo it, of coursc,
"anologotically®, "ncgatively', “"l{cTeasively"; comrcde Cannon balng nore
radiccl, docs it foarlessly, pesitively z2id &g ressively, Zut towards the
end of his documeut, carricd away by hos ov: Clourisies, he charges me with
8 "gross pcrversion of priacinle”.

3
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7o my mind therevis only one serversion of srinciple conceivable in this
qestion: thc 2ssignment of 2 turcly defensive role to the Red Army. Such
" a perversion is r:ally practised by the Stalinists, ~ho assign to tho Red
Ammy, aad to an cver inercosing exicat, to the ~hole Cormunist Internation-

gl, thec rolc ol dcferding the fronticrs of thc Sovict Union, neither more

por lcse; thie practiise flovs froer their fundoment:l tiacory of sociclism in
ono coustry., If I sharc this atand:oint 10 a y degrec, thea tiecre is little -
room indted loft for me ia tac Opposition. Fortunatcly, rmaticrs arc aot so
vad. My reply to tic cucstions from tze floor a2t the Stuyresant Cesino
peecting was heard bty sverybody; I spoke a2t length ¢n the fundenentzl prin—
cizles involved in the Folislh offernsive and in the Ped irny's cetivities in .
tke Georgian revolution. Comrzde Zonnon's cexpositions do not "“convinco" ne
for the simple rcason that I wcs convinced guite a vhile ogo that the Soviet
Uaion and its Red irry have not oxnly a "defcansive" but z21so an oficnsive"
rolo to play. Togeticr with meny others I also lecrrned irn tho kerxicn prio= _
ers: 1) thzt *only a trzitor ean rejecs tle offecnsive in principle" and
2)"only a blockhaad, hovwever, can confinc all strotegy to the offensive.”
Boccuse I toke such idess for grinted, ia our ramks a2t any rate, I éo not

find it aeccssary to present 2 lergthy argunzntciion in fovor of them vhen -
I'rresent a motion to the MNetional Cormittes; I confine oyescif, es I dld in .
the preseat case, to a reference to thc Polish cnd Coorgion cascs. Comrade

Cannon's annoyence withimy point of vicew does not arise out of the foet thot -

I fail to rcecognize the "offcnsive” role of tic Red Lrry es mell, or tiat I - . - -~

rccognize 1t"2zoleogetically®s It arises out of the fact that I recogsaiice e e

it 50 unmistakobly +that it docs not fit izto his f-ciional constructions - - -

against me, and compels him to resort for aa crguacnt to Torked-up protesis R
cgainst a supposcd "opologetic® forrmulation.

)

o Is tacre a distinction betieen the “defeasive™ amd the Woffensive™? In the R )
fundcomentel seuse which was attributed to the distinction 3uring the Vorld '

.ar by cack ol the imgpoericlist povers and tiieir resgzctive socizl patriots,

to Justify the *&cfemsc of tie fotherle=i®, it does ot cxist. Is there a

distinctioa in tac case uider consideration? O coursc iacre is, cven tnhough

TOt a fundamental one,

7 What is required at tks présent momont, oszcciclly in the ranks of the Oppo=—- - - -
sition, is rot bcmalitics, and oxteasive disquisitions on thc faet that ihe -~ . -
Red Army ecannot oe cxeludcd from particizoting in the Torld revolution, that
it is not to be confined to o defensive role oniy. No, 7hat is reguired is
& cleer ond unambiguous préscntation of the task of the Red Army now, et-the- -
prsseat conjurncture of cvents, I his motion, ccarcde Canron still foils - - —. . 0 - .o
to give 2 correcct srescntation, bec:iusc hat ho-stys ié ambiguous, vaguc,-
rhctorical, ondé ke reveals thot he 2os not yet completély giver us the false -
position which he notwr de.icd having aévanced.

"For the Rcd Army to romsin passive," ke trites, ™vhilc tic Gormea working - —
clcss is crusnced under tre hoel of Fascism, its orgonizations epninilaged
and its copacity for resistince desiroycd for o mumoer of yeors, would not - I

only erecte the conditions fer = world imperizlist assnult ~gainst thg Sove.
ict Union, lcd by German Fascism, andy cndonger %ho cxisto ce of the formor. -

It would 2lso signily iz no sntller 4egrece 2 eolosszl betrayal off the Gore ~m-. - =
nen, and comscquently of tha thole indcraztiontl proletizrizt, on the part —  —-- 0y
of thc whole Stalirist lecdership, For the Left Oppositiox to keep silen _ )

in the foce of a poliey thot. leals objsctively ia tais dircetion, for it to
retreat to a proscentotion of tio guestion from the point of view simply of.

()
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the sclf-defconse of the prosent Sovict Union, vould be-to-make itself a pare
ty $0 this nistorical betrzyal."

j----And just wkat is the Red Arny to do thile "tho German sorking class is -
‘erushed under the heel of Fascita"? That is, vhat is it fo do if--assumirng
" ¢ho worst variant——the Gormzn workirg class "remains passive", if it fails

to organize its resistance ia time, if it contirucs as at present Tikhout

- having orgcnized cven 2 scrious notional defensive novenment, much less on

oficnsive cgainst rasesim? The Opposition counts, of course, upoa arousing
tho Communists ard tic proletarizt in goed time; it goces wwithout sayirg

- "that we have not drasm a "Finis"™ line under the strugglc in Germeny,. - 2ut 1o

ask thc cbovoe question is enouzh to shew how oqurfoc..l, and t..crcforo darge~
rous, is comradc Cannon's formulation.

Again: in his article for tic Militant, Cannon plc;sanfly insinuates an iden~-
tity.beticen my positicn and thet of tho socizl democraey during tho Worl

"Tare Thoy rere "also"® for “invernstionalisn in prineiple"; dut vhea the

question beecme “concreie oG Sp..clflc", they betroyed., In hiis motion hic
continucs: "It is not now a problen of the right azd duty of tac Red Army to
be rcedy to tecarry out revoluticnary taskst! ia sonc indelfiniic place bc;'ond
the 'frontiers!' of the present Sovict Republic. The place is Germany., o8
tho question is: The rovolutioacry tasks ofthe Red A-ry in the Geormaa rerolu-

" tion." Thot is tic only rossible mecninz of tiae shoddy ccemparison? I it

hes any cconirg, it is this: Shachtrmn, like the socizl deomoerais, is quite

ready to ceknowledse interiintionalisa "in prineiple”; he is rcadybto give the
"Red Arny the right 2nd duty to intervene beyond tiac "fronticrs™ of the pres-—

ent Soviet Union—-"in princinlc"; dut now, thea "tho pleoec is Germny™, vacn
tho "cucestion is conercte and specific", Shuthimon...canitulates to Stalinist
nationcl-Bolshovisna, Thc cloven hoof -of the pesition \7.11(:'l Cannoi \.cmcs.h'. :
ever held, sticks right out of this argument. - :

-Finally: thec csscnece of comradce Trotsky!s worninzs, trites Camon, is"that-xhx.

the Sovict Union mmust not wzit until the Fascistss 'are morching on the Sevi-
ots? but nust siriike thea down before they ore rofdy. The 'sclf-defensa! of
the Soviet Union in this casc nerges cempletely into the offensive svuranTic
--ggainst Gernman Fzscism and the dcfensc of the Germon T TOluTion," Tais is
_not, to our i1ind, thc CSSCNCO O3 Comrade Trotsiy's warainga, The advice that
the Rod. wrmy be motilized as soon os the Fuscists toke pewer, I comsiruc o5
"follows: VWic rmust not wait for the mobilizotion, tho premarztion, the crousing

- of the Sovict Union 2nd its Red Jormy until the Foseisis have comoleted their

rrozerations for tac attack, supported axd ursid on by 1:‘rcmc‘x ad interictie-
¥oncl impericlism, This preparcticn ond mobilization must talie plece cfore

— thon, as & "motter of revolutionary scif-defcnmse in a2 most girces znd immedi-

ete scnsc" To scund the clorm now, to rmobilize tho Bed frimy no:r for the lo=-
fense of the Sovwiet Union, is preeciscly the way of prevezting thc Tosciats
from "drovling this rartial air", of forcinz them "to sinz i4 staceato", If-
var is ineviteblc--and if Fascisn wins, it is inevitable--tre rmobilizotion
of vhe Red irmy now will nicke i-Ppossible for the Soviets to conduci tiac war

I of defcensc undcer conditions unfavorable to Fascism vhieh will nmot yet hzve kad
-the opportunity of suppressing thc ecaeny at home, i. 04, thc prolctarian move-

nent, '

Comradc Cannon construcs the weraing to mean thet 4iic Red Jamiy "mast strike
then dovn (the Fascists) before they are roaody." This, too, if it 25 2 sex
ous significznce, can oaly rean an iomedizte nilitary attach {(now or "flt.".l-.
the very rext poriod) upo: Hitlerite Germnny as well as upan Filsudskits fole-
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and vhich lies between the $wo cnd which, opparcatly, is a trifle that does.

not enter into comrade Canmen's ealculations. As ror *:c "defense of the

German revolution", the trogedy lies proeiscly in the foet that this rovolue

" tion has not yct cvea begun, and the last oy o besgia it is that which is
ieplicit in Canuonts cxpocsitions . . . ' .

. Docs this mcan that the Red “riy, aftcr all, has no offensive role to pley? .

Quite the contrary, .Comrzde Canron jugzles with phrases about tho defozse

of Russia, ofiensive cgziast ilitler, deferse of the Germen revoiution. Lot

us put it precisely. The Rucso-rolisi war of 1$20 was forecd upon tic Sovi-

that the vitality of %hc Red Lrmy cad the mmturity of tuc Polish pro:icitariat
wero oversstirmted bty Lomin and the Bolsheviks), it wos coaxverted into an

did and should Fuliill its rcvolutionary interictionalist role of dofendiny
the socialisi fatherlard emd oxiending the -rolet ri.n rovolution by caonirg
to tha ctssisteance of tho insurrcctionary working class in other lauds, ’

If taec prescat qucs'tion 13 zonerete cud snceifif--oad it certainly is--tho
task of the R¢d ..rrmy must b> put conerctoly 2nd speeificcliy. Cenerzlitics:

essary to point out wiat the "relcotion of forcss" acctuzlly is at tic rresout
tine cnd in the given places Tiis is left cutirely vozuc by comrade Canidn.
Just what role tioe Lhed irmy can pley, speeifiezlly znd not %ia grineigie”,

rust bo statecd eluirly and urncquivoeally; but it is aot Coue by comrilc Can-

ade ogz0 cxplained so clezrly in cormncction with thce Jeorzgizn revoluticne.

nore werc nceded, to give the <eserved ans .er to "gross perversion of sriz-
ciple” which Caanon hos discevere2 in ry vic s.) “Thic erux of tic mmit.r,®

ion of tac Rcd .rmy, Tor we would have betroyed the orlicrs aund casanis of

about “time® and "ploce” cxxiVrelations of ferazcs™ Co not suifice. Iv 15 nce=-o

the quotation Irom comrade Trotzilr vhich follovs, would sufiice by itesolif, 1T

vrote Troisky over 10 years ogo, "consists in ike f2et that the Soviet revo- -
lution in Georsie (which was indccd drougnt zbeut Tith tic active particizot-

octs by the Pilsudsks offensive: for the Soviets, it s o wir of sclf-dcolensce.
In tho courso of this dolensive war, and asx a tart of it, (rlus tho ot -~

(llerely to redeat ihcre vhat I s:zid in ry motion, i. c., &¥ cntirs egrecrent with.
1

noni It mist be done in order vo climinato tho cozfusion created. - Ve ruset--— -
point out, in addition to theo ~beve-outlined, that wikied thc Bolshevilks a doc-

offcnsive war against rilsudski., Leaving aside the falsc toeticzl cestimasions .
- of the Bolsiovilis, tho Polish eveonts were a demomstration of how ihe Red Aoy

[V
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L - Georgic, if wc had not assisicd them ty our armed forees, since we-had sush);
. took place :fter the ox crimmnd of threc yoors of Georgicn tiadcrendence! ond .
’ under conditions which guarantced ot terely a tearor:ry nilitory succocs, tut-

sizn and streongthening of thc Soviet system ia Georzia itsclf, ind in this
lutionary task comsists, Tae pelt:ilcizns of the Seconi Inicorratisnel in
unison with their meators from thcir bourgcois éislom-tie chaicellerics,
smile sardonic2lly at our receznition of the rizhts of maticinl self-Ceterne

Russian imperizlism, In reality it is history itsclf which is lioldiag out.
these baits, iastcald of settling ke questions in o stroizhi-forward woy.

velopment irto trors, for, while cctuclly recognizirg the rizat of actionnl .
sclf-dcternitation, we tcke core to coxzlain 4o-the oiscos it3 linited hises
torical significanee, aad e nover put it scbove tic ixicrests of tho prolet-
arier revolution., A vorkers' state, in recoznizing the risht of sclf-Co=
teenination, thercby recogiizes that revolutionzry coercior is not an 2lle
powerful historiecl fzetor. Soviat Russia does not by cny msaas intend to
mke its military pover toke the placo of the revolutionary cfforts of the

.-

inalion, This they designate as a trap for simpletoas--2 dait icld out by _ -

(if the thiek-heade@ pedonis of demoersey will allor mo to 857 Z0) our Tevo- - -

..} also furtier politiczl development for the revolution—that ' is,  the oxton= ~ "~

In any case —e camnct be accused of turning the zismcgs of histerical @ow . —=--=o-
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-.groletariels of etler countries, The conquest of proletarian power rmst be ax —
outenme of proletarizn political exrerieace, This Cocs not mean that the revo-
lutionery cfloris of the tworkers of Georzia or any otaer country, mist not ro-
ceive any niiitary supzort from outside, It is only essential that this sup-

.’ . port should come at a morent when the need for 1t hed becn created by the pole

- ftical dcvelozment of the workers, azd recognized by thie closs conscious revc-

- - - -lutionary vanguard, who have won - the symzathy of the majority of the vorkers,  ~~ -
- These are questioxs of revolutionary strategy axd not a formal democrztic ritu~ -
d." . L]

If ecomrade Caanon hasxa point of view "different fronm thaS of ecorraie Shachtronn
and "egeinst it"—it is against tho conclusions which the Bolshevius drew frem
- the .Palish anl Georgian events that he will have to counterpose it : LT

- o devlkalesioole sl ok ok ok e Aok e sk e ok

--§ This is not the place to deal with the factional “eprendix" which Cannon ate

taches to his arzuzentatiocn cn the Red ..rmy, Its content will be dealt with -
.- at the rroper time and in the prop:r place, T e slapders ard falschoods az=- . -

ainst the Mational Committee minority which Cannon elways injects into a dise

puted questicn (and ne does it invariably by first reising the hue and cry a-
Sl bout our"psiscrnous® rmethods) will te ansirered in full on a rore fittirg occas-
—=——-§ . doms Ve will not permit this discussien, howoyer, to be dcliterately ruddled e
) ‘up end befogged by extraneous questions, which are calculated to distrect ate
tention fron the retreat on the disputed auestion whica Cannon has teen com= .
.pelled to.rmmke, Howewver, oince the "appendix® is what he is principally con- -
- eoracd with (i% is clcar that all which rreccdes it &erves merely es a pre- o

face to the factional attack), it is necessary to reke the following to rake :

the following observations, . .

- l(\‘ 1, Cannon does not "poison the atmosphere® of the internsl discussior in the o .
- Lesgucs Far from it, He only designates aronymous individuels or grougs of - :
. individuals as sexmi-Stalinists, FKhat arc tieir nares end cédresscy, so thet

7. .. § ... the Leazue may know who they are and be able to ccmbat then rroperly instead - -
Eh of in the dark? Cannon, who fights in tiae open, is holding tbak"inforration”

in reserve. ) ,

: " —8&sCannon, who does not “"hunt for deviations®”, has quite recently discovered =
- § capitulationist tendency in the League., To be exact, the discovery dates back
~b one month; tho incentive to the discovery &oes rnot origizate kerec, but to be
a - exact sza2in, in Germany, Thon the Gorzan Oprosition was fiskiing Lendsu, Conle
. _.non discovercd Iandauism in the Lnerican Leeazue, Vhen the Frexeh QOprosition
o was engazed in a strugzle with laville, Caxnon éiscevered (among the saime come
— -rades) Navillisn in tho Amcricon Lesgue, 45 soon as the news arrived of the
4, -~ Weel capitulation iz Germany, Ca2nnon rrocecded to discoaver (2zain, among -the
- .8exe corrades) Tellist or czpitulationis: in the American leazue, For one
H bri_ef week, these szmie caurades were accused ol "Lacroixism® beceuse ey ade
, ~-VYocated the iscuance of an intcrnal organizational bulletid by the Now York
T “branch, Tomorrow it wrill be scrothing clse--al in the intorssts of the"iae
'§  ternationcl)y ecducation® of the League, Comrede Cannont's =ethod is: eny stick
- to beat a dog. : - - :

-~
.-
e - 4

. - _ fp——— & ST, -
- B4, 1. WEs"5Ependix® Cannon develors this idca ar rather, this thrcat: The miroe.
. by, startirg cut "without political diforcmces™ with his fuetion, is mow - -
trying to rmmufacture them in order to heve a"diffcront rlotform", Trandlate
L/ ed morc cleerly, this rmo2ns: regardless ef the pesition talizen frem mow on by
tourade Cannon on thic or thit questien, the minority wlll be charged =ith the
L Unprincipled mznufacturizg of differcnces if it nrosumcs to challenge thc cox-
1 rectnoss of Cenrox's stapd, it will be charzed vwith Stclinisn, scmi-Stalinism;
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cepitulation to Stalinism, ctes In polities this is comconly known as politi-~- . T &.‘
¢2l blockroil, - We will be all the less detorrod by this threat shon we teko - i~
g position oa any given gquestion, teczusc of the mecauing of the tarcate.

4, The violence of the atiaciz/Sznron rekes upon us in his motion would be per- (
ploxing if tho fzet that thore is cnother distuied questien on the egeria did .
not mclkic it clears I rcfor to the dispute oa comradc Cannon's policy in Gile

lespic end in the Illinois mizing situntion gereraily. The unuscel {icrce-

ness of his attack on tic "Red Aimy qucstion is comprenonsiblc only 2s a bar-

rege 1aid doun to cover on ozportunist position in thc "mincrst question®.

Tr.e ebusive charge of "eopitulaticn to Stalinism® will ot, however, serve the

purpose required by conrcde Canzon. =ach question will be put on its oon fest

cend dealt with accordingly. ‘

March 12, 1933 . ~}ax Shactman

ERENAS M ARV T N DN 33§ f o vty

b b s

In his sccond cocurcrt comrade Shachimaon hod the opportunity to corrcect tho
felso formmloticas in his rotion on policy with resard té the Situztion in
Gormeny ard tho rclc of the 2cd Army. Insteed of doing that he only succecded
in demonstrating, in kis lcngthy statement, that his first motion is @ resl -
expression of his zoint of viow. By taat he convincces o ovoer agaia thet the
~easver I made ik ry resolution was tao only possiblc answers

.
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;’he' statement of comredo Shvchiman that, at thc meeting a2t tho Stuyvesant Cos- .
ino on February 35, "Comion in his specch raisced tic slogan of modbilizing tho
Red Arxy to interveae izm—mediatcly 4n Gorzoniy™ is a lie invented oftor tho

fact, or, mors corrcetly, borrcred frox thc 3%2lirists ofter he ond otlicrs cs-
sociated with hix hadl folt vihe full Torce of the Stolizist pogron ogitotion..

L.
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Neither Shechtmen, nor amyone clse ia our ronks, cver seid or even intimated
by onc word to ne taat sucs 2 coastruction could justly bo placcd on Iy ro-
morks at the Stuyvesant —eoting., Neitaer Shachimmn,or anyoze clse, cver sug-
“gosted to mo at axy tine thot there was any disagrecuent with my treotment of
the question. After the Stuyvesany zeceting I spoke ezin in the some sease - -
at the Bronx mocting on Feb. 12th. I repezted it ogzin 2t the Brooklyn meet-
irg & forr doys loter. The nmotion of Shachiran introduced at the NC meetin

on Feb. 24, rocrly ihrce wecks later, was the firet invinaticn givenr to me by

t 2lint
i

4..,.-

enybody that linis% slander had mde its woy into,our rzaizs, and cvon
thorn I was not yeotr informszd that the cccusation tas aimcd a4 me personclly.
That is thy I did not “deny’ onytaing for myself in r¥ rosolution, but simply
Gefonded the fundzneatal interacticznlist stzzdpoint sgainst the Staliaist
slanécrers ard pervericrs of prineirles It wes:only ot thoe IT mooting of

Mareh 1lst, after I a%a -rosented my resolution, that Shechtman for the first
time made $he dircet ciatercat rezerding =y speech ot thc Stuyvesent mectinge -
Thercfore I heve never “Cenied" it before, as e mriatoins ia :is statement,
and I donot “dexay™ it now. I simply say it is a lie, and thet it is of a piecee
“ith the orgozized syston of lyirg whica hos cherzetorized the faction-l nothod
. of Shachtmen since the begiazing of the intoranl struggie and by means of whiexh
ho has scught 2t Svory tura to oudéle anéd divert cttentior from the rcai issue
in disputo.

b e s et e v 3 nen - -
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But tho method of lyirg and then shifting thp iscuc from o politiczl @ispute to
a question of veracity~—a method tvhich we have enccuntercd frequently enough -
will not avail here., Thot is involved in 4he prescni instance is o radical
difforcnce of victpoint oun a fuandamental questicn. Tac sccond sinterent of

/ | '
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Shachtmen his not eliminated or =sdified this diffcrence. 'This is tho recl es-
-sence of the matter, ¥ is in nec wey offected by what oxe says or Joesnt't sav,

by wkat cr Tham onc belicves cr doesn't believe. Those members of the Loagus
who concern themsclves with nolitieal-prineizle Z{FLI477 [ ¢considerations will
understond tais and judge tho nmoriss of the precout dlsnutc accordingly.

- - ’ w=Jomes P. Cannon

"P. S, Thac rcecent alarnirg informntion from cemrede Trotslky cbout the internal

condition of the Red Ar—my, which direcily aifcets its capacity to fulfill its
proper rolc in the present circumsicnces, pltees 22 oxtrooraiz 2ry recairiedion
on public uttercnces om {2c gquestioen. That 2lone cempels e to refrain “rom
publishing my ariicle on the Red Army in the Militant. 2ut tho fundementol
qucstion of the intcractionzl tasiks of. tZe Red Ariay remtias un"ffcct-.:d. Trex
the stans ‘ooint of an iinternatiornzlist the new informotion atout tic internal
rcaxness ol the Red arry--2 weakiaoss resulting from tic cecunulatced g,fv cets
of Staliuist toliey--is not a rccson to rmke concossions to the Stalinizi cone
ception of its mtiornlly-lizitcd role. Onr tho coatrary it is 2 recson to op-
posc it a1l tke more firmly. . .-
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