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The mest impertint result cf thre trip to Ccperhager s
. urdoubtedly the ccomirg tcgether of Oppositionists fiem

na Ly countries « Tne erizirel irtertien w2s to calil togethex
g dozer coarzdes frem tne poir.ts r.earest to Termerk in crier
s¢ meke the necessary safety measures. In peint of fzce3, nﬂ'h
ever, tventy~-Ipur ccmraaea (o* wnex twe ere d°lﬁje&) errived
emong then uh, most responzibls furcticraries of several sgo-
ticns, erd ircluding sympathizers, ¢ totel cf trLirty mene.

If Stalir irformed the capitalist podise by radio of o

nprotskyist® corfersnce meeving in Ccparrag that ™23 & lie
Since it came by accident, tie trip tc Cuge-nagen r.ecessery

— ezught the Lefv Opposi“'c" Ty surrrise, The prsparatory ticr:

L,. 3tne cernfersnce w3 STill in its early stazese There could

( be no gviesticn OT acccvtx:g & rlaticrm ¢r rrecsranmotic tresis

in Ceparreger.e Zven the Zurcepsan Secticrs were rnot completely
represertsd oy ::r, erd rot 211 the comrades who errived roi
I1oNe vy pavierd. Urforsurately 2 corference dil rot tzke rlace
trd in the course cf svents cculd rot hove taker plcce.

It is needless tc say, however, that tre comrades who
ccne there tock C&Vahuusa T0 2 great extent of the oprecriunity
¢ get to krow szch other arnd t¢ discuss irn private cornsult-
ions {ke mest urgert ard burring proolems. The unferscen,
Stllv imrprovised mae:ir5 o W dc,,n sol -°110-T0L1n1.u il
5°V°n Eurcrear. counsriss vAll urdoubdtedly te recorded o3 arn iz
rtart echievment irn the history of our international Tractiow,

b

The Left Oppcsitior has gr vn. corsideratly. The cadres

v° functioraries krnow the SiStO“" of tke L&ft Cppesiticn in tre

“ricus courtriss, ovientate tnemselves freely ir theorstical
ﬁ‘pclit~cgl questlcrs zr.d eabcdy 211 toaether, and s2 ch sez-

ﬁ 2vely, 2 concsiderzdle political experierncecs The consuliaticrs

;&ch lated sexe*al dzys, Tused tcgsther the comrad.s solidlys
act viieh will kave :rult¢“’ elf vs cn tre ertire future !

I-x. Vithout Follirnz 2 vietim to ¢
tuh assurar.ce that all wro verviei
. fock home frem it a new supply cf

ciel criinmism, we can £2 ;
d in the ecrsultasion |
e 2und eonlidcnce. i
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:over the consultaticn: the
Quatioq of the Spavizh Opp . t2i
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puences vithin, the icternetiornal Left Orposition vith rezard to
tho sickresses erd mistakes of the Spenish Cppositicn, thess
puences stepped ccapletely into the b"CLh”On“d in the course of
tne cons: 212 dier, beiome tre feeling of common concerne All the
pa rtisipe nts visre ccmpletely ie eccori viith the view that we
oust heve an cpén and cexrlete discussion with the Spenish derw -
palch, .ond thet this discussion must not be limited this time +-
tho leo ders ~f the cppesition; crly i 211 the memebra ol the
sections are made familier with the gwestions in dispute oan tre
gponish Cppositicn be brought on the rlght rozd.

It would be crimirel to close our eyes any further be~
fore the rescl situaticr or To pa llitate it: if vwie do not suc
ceed in obteiring clar ity irv time end completelt through an
opcn discussicn on a 1l disputed qm33ulo‘s--- ard too meny of
them heve piled up--- then the push of events may divide us into
iiffercnt camvs. :

Unfartunately the Sperish scetion wes rot represented
a8 t the oorsvitia %ione At tre lezt mirnut minute cerdairc ci-
vicusly cccidentic cirzumstences proved an cbstacley but I tal
ihe 11bertv ¢f evpressing my eertzinty thei the leai.rg SPan
comradss, if they lccked tremmselves less into their ervirorm
¢ ud skovizd more intc:est ;n their izternaticonzl orsa uinuu-v

. byt E

But the t if preocisely the cheif misfortune off the Span
ish Orpositicn, tret its leadsrs kove rersisterntly kept
tre orgonizaticn awey frem the awterzal 1life and tke *nternal
straggles of the otker scetionsy ,nd therby hove shut if
fron sceess to o irreplecesble icternaticnal eimerience. B“t
icsofer <o J"'-e Spa risk ssciicn, through 113 official peaitlon
v2s after £ll cczpelled %o miz into irterreticral guestions, its

lea ders; pound up reither vish tThe cxyperience of the other szo-
tiors nor with the public cpiriot of thei® omm orgarizaticr, letd
trenselyvss be gulaed by persocal cornections, sympathies or cr-
“ipa tnies. _Trey substituted 2 11 fo often--=- we must say it
trenly --- Zor & erxist ara lysis »f the situeticn erd the 4lf-
ferences of Otln*on, e petty bdourgzois? pSycrologizirg ard scn-
uimeuta lizing. Sc it wa s it the czse of ike Ca telouian Foé-
ration Ciau*ln), vinere the hopes cf sevsrzl ccnradss from Bar-

C"lona ir. tre "'*lenaly Dcracnal reletions” Zer a lorg time

YCck the plece cf the prineiple Struggle 2zzinst vetty o "*gﬁo 3
ta ticralﬁ°m, a ni ure*oy TUU & breks on the develormert of ins
SLRY ppaaltlcn in tre most i“;lulfe rericde So It wes ir the.
%3¢ ¢4 La 1a"u,‘rhon vCormindisno? stbpriiingly 34stcd a3 o vale
)&boratrr, effor Lendpy, who'Rid Shovhifts whtcrrinaicaqusey end
fzi rona 1§%d fp’tbe nivority, had left the Leit Copositione SO
,wawas in the differemess of oririocn within the French ssction

°re¢ “tre Srenish comrades privetely ezreed tret Rosmer'!s idess

X 11 metZods wers "curl~so, b

‘lrectly if not 3ir

~

rP‘ M ¢

uv it tublic gurpsoted Resmew, in-

b
Pl ige dirgetlyy ca the groiuid that Rosmsr "apresled
- - .L ., - -~
'ﬁll gghomo”: ifgif:. ::torc i3 ‘Oalu va 8 ir the aqwastion of
m cLe dceding Sparisn ccmrades thought it poS3ible to
e c“ose es treir rc S

prescnuatlve on she Irternational Seeret-
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riat. after Lill's political worthlemcmass had bean complete-
1y shown, In all trhese cases, w2 nravo n2t heard fron m-u‘lq

=TS

or 33cr.“ona even & svund or principlo-grounding or poli%ical
gypiination. '

mhe Sane faatures revealed tremselves in no less sba*p and paln—
ful a ferw in tos iradx ]Lfe of {lie Spanish organization. <Tre
-erisis which browms out in 1ife lozdersnip caught by surpriss,

pot 0ily %hs iznterpmat.on) enp:;'ﬁlon but 2lso tha Sganish
gation. The menmhcrs of the Central Coumitites resigred, one
aitizvr she other, ©Ths whole leclarship wes coacaatratel de facto
in the hands cof Jncroix alone. her, Just oS surprisiagly, iy
appeared that Osarads Taeroix was ocutside of the Coentunl Comait-
tae, in fasv ror & tise outside 57 ths Opposition w2ile ths
1eadarship want over 'to parcelona, Whyt What 40 trz Jiffer.
nees or gpinion consist in? Wnat ara she zzounds ¢f ithe erisig:
uobody Knows, at least nobody outsicde of -tha narrow circle of

the inltiated. Such a regime is ebsolutely impsrmiscible in a
revoiutionary orzunization, end cua bring iY only defe2ats. 3w
refreining from particicetisn in the ctraugsle ou priaciple cues.
tions, xxz by suostitating paersonzl evalwations for politicnl
differences of opinicn, the Spunish comrades themselves 21l
victimo to inevitr-ble parsonul conflicts und "palace revolutionsy

24

Such subjective srbitrariness in pol*tlcs weurld "te completely
inpossible if ths Central Committee of the Srunish sacticn
vorkei undsr thre contrdl of their own orgaiiizacion. 2ut this
is rot The cuse. 1In thair derense, several leudsrs oif theSgan-
ish Oprosition pointed oore than oace to the insurficieatiy
high theorstical a&nd political level of the S.unish oprosibisa-
ists. Obvicuasly on objection that will nov nold wuter! he
level of & rovorutionary orginisution rises 1l ths Jos

2ore immediatsly it is brougat into <he discussicn o
tions, the l=2ss th2 lewders try to thins, act, and behave
guzrdiens for th2 orgarization. ’

The first condition for Party democsyacy consists of all-sidad

'1gfnru-t10n. The btegirning must b2 the invernctional documants
Cn Ti3 Scenisn Oppositiosn; the Spanish Ceatril Coézzitiea nmust
cblivate iteself to ceomuniczats thaese docuumsats tc 2ll wmezczrs of
tha OEPODLt]O1' avery Sopanisn BolsreV1x-denlalst nust stuiy,
teing throuzh ~nd judge not onliy the oxperieace with ;ill tut
@150 the eusanc2 of the crisis of the Spanis Sentru* Committen
its21f, Tarouzh this the Spunish QOzpositiosists will loars zuch
more than tnisugh & dczen 2bssract articles on dawoceratiz cen-
tralism «nd the corxact relation to "numsn besinss”.

Lt the cornsultution the question of the Itxliun "Prometec”

-—-u«~-—-—3rcup {Bordaigists) wus subject2d to o thoro agn-golng aisceusaion.
' t wyus rot & case of the pgriacigle estiwaticn 92 tnis fractisn,
he experiencs of w2 Hv yeirs hes grovad thet the diifaresnaess
“°tween the "Zromatac” fIodup And the Iaterp:tional Latft Opgpodl-
tion 2re complstaly irraconcilatle., In suzh guastions oo h2
fevolutionary =zpplicuticn of d2amceratic sloztns or tha peizly o7
the united front, the 3crdigists ore in ugraument Aot aitih us
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but with the 3tzdinists {insofur us the atnlinis+s grow throw
ugh with an ultea-left 2nd not an oppertunistic prase), o

vtake upon ourssives So much 4S the shadow of responsiility

for the tactical views of tze Bordigistis would mean for the
Internationnl Leit {yrvosition, and in tro first instance for
our German sec%ion, to hing & stonz around sne's cwa neck.
Unity by no means signifies 2bsolute salvation. Under cortain
circumstancss, 2a orea and herest split, i.e., one cerried
througn on a rrinc Lpls tasis, rroves to bs necessury, nct ony
to free the nands of both Sides, but also to prepare the poo-
sibility of a fature rea2l, and not a fictitious, unification.

Yo one 2t the corsulteotion denied that the Bordigists repre-
sent a serious revolutionary group, which aoust not te plcced
on tke same level 25 the rotten cligues of Landau & Co. 3But
the fect is, that the conditions of emigxre existernco pexmit
this grour szfely to hold on to such views &s we, on th
ground cf{ our collectivs internutional experience, ho’d to te
secturien and wost profoundly injurious. Living in cozwon
with the Bordigists for three ysurs has shown absolutely ro
rositive results. The Rolshevik-Leninists, in the form of thre
New Itclian Opposition, have not succeed=d in penetrating into
the 3oxdigists, in spits of numerous attempis. On the other
hend, tho Bordigists huve not baen &ble to win =2nyone for
themselves within the Intsernutionzl Leit Oppostitien, This
fact is wmost instructive, 1If in spits of constant contuact be-
tueen 4wo frections thare is no zind of fasiosn of iceas, i.e.,
no reciproc2l intervenctration £rd iniluencs, than there re-
m2ins caly the conclusion that w3 havs bosOIO us two difler-
ent 2nd skarrly distinguished aroupinas. in connon Work trey
can only paralyze ona ar.other.

'

Tho fact that the Eordigists hazve no one to share thair views
outside of Italy o¢nd tnn*eby represent o purely navicncl sect,
results frorm the lLiarxist stondroint in sn annikhilating vere
dict 2s to the vulue of this grcun. The rolicy of the inter-
nation2l ravolution cunnot te curxied out '"in cns country".
The Bordigists feel this themsslves. Just fo; tris reason
they hiang on tightly to the sigznboard of the Intsrnation:l

‘Left Opgosition, trair fictiticus menm b:ISth in which relps

them to masz tne1* own natiznel isolation. 3But we cannct heve
the slightest ground to XKesp up the muask. On the coantrory
here, us in so veny other cases, we masz procl:in openly tn
which is. This is required too by th well-understood *n*er-
view of the Bordigist fraction itself.

Where the criticisn of ideas dces not helr, the cr*ticism of
events is nzeded. Instezd of otrstructing each other, paralysz-
ing eazch othez, and complicuting profound dilferences o2 ocrin-
lon with uallJ friction &ni oLounlzationzl gquarreling, it is
incozroazrobly better to serarats in tizme, peacefully und without
enpity, aai thus leave the exuminntion o the two lines to thea
further coarse of +tre revolutionary struggle.

70 wait for tke 2f<¢iziel confersnce in order to sepnrats

fin 111y from the Bordigists, would be superflucus and haroful

.
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formelisn. In view of the unusuzl difficulties to which the
Internavicnal Left Cprosition is exposed, we cannot state with
gssurance whether the coniersnce will be able to meet in the im-
padiately n2xt pericd. In Germany it is possible that serious
events can develop c2lore e succeed in calling the conrorence
together. It would be inexcusable to leave harging in mid-
gir a question which is so ripe and clear  to everybody.

Tho consultation had sufficient authority, in the sexnse of re-
flecting the true views of the International Left. It ex-
pressed itself in faver of immediata liyuidation of the fic-
titious ties betwecen the 3ordigists and the Bolshavik-Leninists.
7e must hors tnat ths naticnnl scctions will express their a-
greement with the view of tha consultation and thereby trans-
form it into a final decision.

The French Secticn

The mejor pa2rt of the preparatory work for the consultation

lay &8 ususl upon ths French Ligue, which was broadly rerre-
sented in Copankagzen., 1IZ, in w2 Second and Third Interna-
tionals, the Fresnch saction hes already borns fsatures of na-
tional limitadaess, ths Prench section of ths Left {rpositicn,
on tre contrary, is wmarxed by a very great internationzl ia-
itiative. <+the Ligue took en active pa2rticipaticn in the mak-
ing of contacts with 2lwmost all the othor ssctions end contri-
bute to treir develorment through illuminuting all gquestions of
tre Intcrrational in the pizes of its organs.

The interrncl develpment of the Ligue itself in the meantime
has gons on uavil very recent times under greaat difficulties.
all ettempts o ibsSimileie the numerous o0ld split-up grours,
whick are espz2cillly numerous in Frunce, have led to nothing,
The latest atterrt of this rind was vwrecrkad oy the resistance of
Treint, Cortainly it is to b2 depiored 4hat Treint has rsacent-
ly shown a lack of politic2l perspective, i.e., tha abilidy
to distinguish tre icportant from the unimportant, the spisodi-
cal from ths poreanent, as wsll 2s a lack of ths necessary per-
8istence ia woriing his way into the organization and occugying
that rloce in it which would correspcnd to Treint's indi TabLe
'
t

0

&
ruts
positive qualities, zly the furthrexr growth of the Ligu2 it-
self, and first of 211 the expansion and consolidation o
basis among the worksrs, will create thne conditions for
utilizaticn 2ni assimilation of such obstinots snd undisziplined
elenants as Trsint, As for the present Treint group is cone-
cerned, it is just ce fruitless end rop2less &s tha groups of
Rysmer, Souvarine, Lzndau, Speriecos, iiisbord, ste. 4li the
accidental foxmations of this «£ind, without having an indz2pen-
dent princirls basis under their feet, are condemnad by theirx
very exXistsance to0 rem2in outsids of the worZzers!' movenant.
Trhey nava ths same relation to reveluationary politics 28 the
amsteuxr thsatsr in sxrt, l.e., they sarve exclusivaly for thra
zersion of tre purticipants thszselves and treir nezrest 12l

ions,

ct iy, O
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2he Ligue itself in any cose has possed thzs period of uninter-
Tupted intsrnal strugzle 2nd h2s worssd cut ths indispensadle
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gaity of ldeas 2nd wethods. Without wishirg to wmimimize this a-
;eievensnt in ths least, w2 must still remembar that with so
carIoW 8 basis in the working class, the politicel unity cannot .
re distinguished by great rermunence., Security sgainst a re-
15pS€ into the destructive inner diseass czn lie on only one road;

-Eo dirsct all attention, all efforts, telow, to the worxars =-

ig the Party, in trede unicns and in shors,

sre lazading comrzdes of tha Ligue ere wsell aware of the fact tha-

‘they wust concentrate in the next period on the gusstions of

srench soleicl life 2nd the Prench labor movemsnt. This refars
to thedoreticul &5 well as practiccl work. The Ligus, which has
7alded together valuable cadres, must acw acquirs at all costs
3 501id prolatarian foundation.

Ag2in on “"Praztion" and "“Sacond Party"

In the British secticn the question is under discussion, whether
one ouzht vo 1limit on=self to internzl work within the Communist
2rty or create iniepsndent ties with workers outside of tre pa.
tye This gqusstion, wkich at various times has arisen before all
the secticons, is not one of principle. The a2ttsmpt to derive
the scope and choracter of our activity from the concept of thre
"frection” would be puraly doctrinaixe. The transition from
"'trropsgonda", i.e., ths education of cedres, to "agitition",
f.e., the influsncing of the masses tirough coadres, ras alwwys
provolked difficulties and differences ¢f opinion within young
revolutionary organizations, withcut thoir being faced by th
d2leuza, "Fraction or Party?" The question must b2 decided de-
pending on the real Ioress and the situaztion. RPut since all our
ssctions, includirg trhe ycungest, the British, Lhuvo taken over

very valusble cadrss from the rarty, we wust endeavor s yuickly

&8 possible to find our own gcoints of suppcrt in the worksrs!
orgunizuticons, naturally without ziving up even for a minute tr
Struggle for the unificatioa of the Cozzunist ranxs,

the incliration of certain cezrades (e.g. in France) to inter-
pret ths role oi the fruction in such & sense thet ths Oppxesition
tust not undertuks a single step outside of the Party limits, 1s
completslry felise. Our az2ctusl relation to the Comintern Iinds its
expression, not in atste2ining irom independent action, but -in ire
content end the direction o such actione It would be ridiculous
to berave &s if we b2icrnged, in fact, to the ofiicizl orguniza-
tions of ths Cemintern. e must carry out such policies as will
open to us the gates ¢ the Cominisrn. por this, 42 vust becons
etroneer, which curnnct be achisved ii we tie our haads as against
the dtslinist turezucracey by 2n crtificiel and rulse discipliae,
We must turn to trhe workers wasrc they are, we nust go to the
south, must ta2cn then the L3 oI Cousunism, tuild cells in fac-
tories 2nd ¢rads unisns. 3But this work rust te corried on in
8uch a mannsr that tre ordinery Cowmounists can ses thut for us it
is & juestior, not of building a new Party, but of reviving tre
Cormunist Internctionel. '

2t

new Party in Gerrany, oanly to call
vy, which in ris
d". Wno can understend trhist <The

Urbarns constantly proclaims
for votes 2t elactiion tizs fo
%ords is finaliy iisintezrat
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+e contradiction is zall the mcre crying since Urbzkns, in for-
-er years, when ne rod not yet broxen with the Internttional
peft end hz=d not yet proclsimad & seccnd Party, set up indepen-~
jent 1ists at elections cf 2ll kinds. itk such startling
smaneuvars” Urbohns knows how to btloekaie the 1oz4 to the exist-
ing Conmunist Parity &s wsll &5 O a3 new and anknown on2. It is
go wonder trat in a few yeurs he has completaly destroyad his
srgunizaticn, whoss test elements ruve come over (o the rnnk
of our Germon ssction, 3But nothing can iaflusnce this strats-
gist.-who srouts with 211 the more detormination for a now Pax-
¢y, tre less ground recsins under nis rfeet.

; - sur Belgicn comrades, who ere consistently strengthening theix

' - Jposition, or the eve of the last elections to Purliument pro-

... pposed to the olficizl rarty to set up listz of condidutes in
oo f somzon, 2t the sume time teinz prepared te cecupy the uncertzin
#:- f positions on these lists. Tre political purpose of ths prorvo-

Jf\f; sal therefcre ccnsistad in suppoxting ths official Cowmunist
';15, szndidccies with ths votes of thess worzers too, who huve con
T fidence onl; in thre Opnosition. That was e parfa2tly correc
") tsetienl stap, whose meaning is ensily to oe sxplained to every
<™= sommunist worker. 4althrough tre Furty refus23 the proroeszl, the
-+t Belgicn Oprosition called uron the workers to vete £5r the offi=-
te-07 ¥ einl condiidates. IV is nesdless te sty that this second stap
L #2s Just as correct g@s the first. If the officizl Purty ccould

.. §p not obtain the vetes of mnny 2nd rany a worxer who trusted
(:}‘ Lesoil but not Jacausmotte, that was not, tha fault of She Opro-
L sition but of the oificial pzxty. = :

. Cur- Spanisr comrades, in this field too, have not uhilizad the
S experieacss Of ithe Iaterzactionil Laft. At thsir lzst confar-
R ence thsy ©ost unsaxpeltedly decizred thszselves iz faver of in-
dependent rarticipation in the elzctions. Frea whit res bteen
s2id above, it is surlicisntly clear tkhat in this gqusstion too
%9 are not irnclinasd to Petichism. Uadsr certnin circumstances,
the Lsift Opgosition can and must put up its own condidotes,

no¢
But this wmust ccms as = rasult, ndot of trhe folse hunt for "inds-
pendencs", tut 2ut of <h9 real rslution of fcrces nnd nust te
corresponiinzgly wads clieur in the ccurse of tne =mzitaticnaxnl
. %3rZ: it is not =2 guestion o2 snetlkhing electiva oZ2fices awuy
A from the official 2urty, tut of ruising tze tenner of Comuuniim
s w%here the Burty is not in a position % 45 so. 1t is cleax
- that under the present relation ¢f forcess indspsndent opposi-
LT tional candilacies can.have only tre cheracter of z2n 3xecspticn
T 2nd not of the rule.
o But perhops tre peculiaxr conditions in Spszin justify ths tac-
i tiscs of.the Spenisk Qprositien, i.a,the courss ia erffect towcrd
fii 2 sa@cond Prrty? Let us assuze this is se, Why then 4o ntt the
o 3renish ccarades uttemit to expliin thess conditions 0 us and

éarich us with their exparis
(. ths Spunish cond.tions canno
. ders of Spnint For in the let
"Why do 7e hive 2n internsti

? 3Surely trhay dc not balisve thot
e undarstecod cutsicds & the bor-
er ¢332, we would rhuve t¢ asx,

1 orgunizaticn'at 211%™

ﬁg The Garran Seztion

In the discussion of tha ropcert of tke German section, ths gues-
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ticulties unﬁe: Jhtch the L2ft Cyepositvicr l:itors. Suffice it to
r:2all trhat tne .linist stoff ovar the ri3io dendunced tre
“Trotsikzyist CCufu‘QQSBH *n Copaznn..gon to the erpit.list police.
S:zh a situation lzys double tni trigle ;eSpan;blllulaS on ire
lszdsrs of the Cpposition. The experiance of the preceding in-

cheriictery ¢ per-
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sinrl se 1¢nu1uv. hns sericusly weiuxsn2d the authority coi tns G:axe
"R Oppoesiticn, wnd this burdensome inheritznce res not yat com-
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" ¢usl or semi-intellectuzl character, vxuhout clear political

viow8 and without rcots in the worzing olza8s. acoustomsd nei-
t¢her to serious wori nor to rssucn s;b11i+J, clocely %iad up to
pothinz end nobody, politicul nowuds without hagsuge, wWho oore
ried conme hnap fo~mal,=, soms smart criticzl sontonzces and
somo practice in intrigue frem town 49 %own and from country %O
country, suchr "op.csitionists" - Landiau is their nost ccoplate
grepresentative - for a long time put & braxze on ths developmant
of the Orposition and comproucised it in tre eyes of tha thinx-
ing workers. 72he cleunsing o7 the Opposition of "Landauisa"
has takea no littls time in the last iour yeurs, und the suc-
eess in this fisld, os well us in others, is indisputuble, Bur
the recl victory ovar the spirit of intrigue aznd of pstty quur-
reling is conceivabls only trhrcugh the creation of 2 leadership
out of firo proleuavlaqs. who ars bound up with the wusses ana
foel themselvas to bs the masters in their own organization.
our Garmen section is cowmrpletely rips for auch & serious inter-
n2l xeform, There remains only to wish that the comiag confer-
snce of the Gerwan Cppositicn will be called and will be cur-
ried through undar those auspices., R

‘®he Loft Orposition in the U.S.S.R.

In the past year very impoxtunt chunges took pluce in the situ-
ation of the hussizn (ppesition. Their general 4irection can ks
chexzoterized by tr2 wsrd “escent'. : :

¥any rundreds, herhats even ‘thousards of former cupitulatoers;
perticulerly sicrksxs, hﬂVa corie back to the path 02 the {presi-
tion; these svre trh2 2leuonts which in the Sgring of 19L6 hon-
estly bat r*ﬂnutuz::y pslisved in the rrinciglis chungs of the
official courrsa. Ine places cof oxile und loprisoncent ars con-
ste nulJ being filled with such "pbacksliders™., It is unnecesssry
to s2y how7 much this fict strengthens the authority of those
:ppos‘t1onists ¥nh0 never &bondonad their banner for a single
0ux .

.

Anong the older generation of Bols -8viks, inecludinz those who

only yesterday were ordent Stzlinists, cun be obssrved the com-

Plete deocny of the authozxty 2f Stelin and the group near nino,

as well as ¢ dacla turn towerd greatser attention ani estimo-

tion ¢f the Lef ng sition. It is most sigaificont that pre-

tisely thns o014 BUISF viks, who toox an active pard in tre life
nin, but later let themselves be seared by
s

of tha Farty unier %
the grost of "Trots {
Staliniss raaime,

is a very impoxtan

n", aow, after their sxperience with the

1
in to discover whare tha truth lies. That
;nptom. »

But in comparﬂbly more important is the process which is going
on among th=2 “kems especially the youths Just as in its tiue
the ”sa*ist bu sueracy called evexry dissutisiied werisy, rro-
testex. st--ue:.<a "sceialist™, sent him to grison er <c Siberia,
%4 wmade it pessipla for him 4o moet re¢1 socinlists t- "*e. SO
the Stalinist bure: aeracy now frxestis and exiles in sver-in2roase
ing numbers disantisfiead axd rrotesting worgars, dgCWar‘:* that
:;rotazyis‘s" £nd pushing them on to the roed of ths Le:itf Jrposi-
on.
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K Asfar as the illegzl crzanization of the Ealshevik-Leninists in
('\; o U.S.5.R. 1s concern:d, cnly the first steps have been taken
“ e its reoxginizition. Wnhils in tha Jest most of the opposie-

i .rnist sections ruve important and well-knit cudres, which have

| / cot yet conguersd the necssstry wtds besis, in the U.S.:S.R, on

«re contrery, while there is & powerful basis, tho cadres of the
seft Opposition 2re svill eoxrosed to tke morciless blows of the
seporatus, which make the crezvion of a centrolized leadership
-ore difficult. Rut <he clear and irdisputable growth of the
influence of tre Left Qvrositiovn, tha broadening or the circls

N f its cdhercnts in the working class, the influx of sympatny

sven on the rart of the apruratus, «re the best sssurance that
tko rastoration of 2 centrnlized organizetion is a matter of tho
iomediate future. :

311 foreign seztions hove the possibility of colluborating di-
3¢tly and indirectly -to the revivification ond strenzthening

of the orgonizasion of the Russian Bolshevik-Leninists. We wmust
ke contnet with Sovist citizens 1living abrood, particulorly
vith younsz students; ©ll oprortunities nond possibilites forx tre .
sending of oppositionist literature, especitlly the Russian Bul-

. letin, to tha U.3.3.R. Gust be utilized; contucts must be mads

e e

i, gwith foreign wergers truvelling to the U.5.5.R., or living there;

foreign tourists rmust be utilized to tronsmit literuture, to
maintiin coryescondenze, to colioct politicsil inform:tion; con-
toct must te wide with Rnussiun s2iloxrs in port cities, with e

'(:3 view to direct oolitical iafluencs on them us well us t0 trxnuasuit

~

-} literwture. All these kinds of work auturilly reuuire excsption-
3l attentiveness und caution  the intsriediuries wust be czre-
fully chosen, so thet poiice &gents, clis. enemies or Stulinist
provocateurs uxg znot wixaed in coong them. Systematic worz in

the directicns iadic..ted ttove c.n be of inestimeble valus to

our comnruges in the U.S.S.h. and it is scurcely anccessary to ex-
plein the imporsunce to ©1l sactions oI the Lerd Cpposition tha
Irepid growth of the Bolshevik-Leainists in the U.S545:L. will as-
suma ' :

The Fistoric Role of ths Teft Oprosition

In 2 previous lettzr the thought wis expressed thcot under cex-
=in historienl circumstoaces the proletariut cin conguar even
anger o left~-centrist lexderships Liiny cowrwdes were ineclinagd,
%8 T have been informad, to intsrovret this thought in the sense
0f pminiwizinz the rols of the Left Orposition aasd of galliuting
the mistrkes :ni sins of burenusratiz centrisu. [jsediess to suy
Loy far I um from such an interprat.ition, ‘

e strategy of the Party is 2n exceeding import:nt element of
the prolétirion resvelution. 32ut it is by no ceuns the only foc-
tor, Vith 2n excertiontlly fuvcrible relution of forces the pro-
latarint c.:n come to power even uadsr 2 non-Mlurxist la:zdership.
ris was the cuse, for exuwuple, ia the Puris Coutne. and, in

2 period which lies cleser to us, In Yungury. Iae dep:in of the
disintegr..tion or tre enemy cump, its politic.l dsmzralizaztion,

" the worthlessress of its lcaders, cnn .ssure the decisiva super=

lority to ti . rrolettriut for 2 certuin tice even if its own
loudership is weak. :




.Bdt, in the first place, there is notring to guzruntes such a

e O e A pas o

[

I

" 1f recent ysars have proven 2nything, it hes tean the prirncd
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rfortunate” coincidencs of cirsz *mqtunﬂes- it repressnts the ex-
ception rather thin the ruie. 3econd, ths victory obtainsd un-
der such conditions remains, &s the sume two exwmples - Paris
end Eungzry - prove, exce=dingly unstable. To wetxen the strug-
gle agtiinst Stu inlsm on the ground thetv under certain corndi-
tions even the Stulinist lCdQeIShlp would show 1tsoli anablae tu
prevent tre victory of the p*oTeta*i t (s the leadership of :
Traolwmann could not rrevent the growth in the numbor of Cormnu- ‘
nist voters) - that would bz to stand all the elemen*s of .

perxist politics on trelir hetds,

R SR T

s

The theoreticel pos31b111uv of o victory under centrist lezder-
shir must be understcod, b2sides, not mechanicaliy but dizclsac-
ticglly. &Hot only the ole nl Party s & whols, but also its
apparatus, doss not yepresent sometning immevable and unchungs-
able. If the originsl attitude of Hexﬂunn-aemme1s~2haelmann.
"pixrst tra “?301°*°, then we", had remuined in force, it would
have been entireiy possibls that the Fascists mignt be in pow-
8y todzay. W22k 2s the resistance was wnlcn the rarty develoread
later, still it created ths perspectives of a civil wvar,
frightensd tke big bourgeoisie, &nd covpellea Eitler to gnter
upon tre "sonstitutional” road, which nzs obviously wszkened hio.
At tLe stne t*re. it is comrletely 1"u‘3c table thet in thne -
chanzs of position of the Party, the decisive roile was played .-
by tre Laft Oppesiticn, if only through the fact thut it posed
the rrobles of Fuszism clearly and shurply tefore sne working
cless. To chnnge tais courss of ours, to adapt ourselvas 1o

the prejudices o the Stulinists instead of a2ppeuling to the
Judge:ent of the Comuunists, would maun to initute the dasscer-
ate C2ntrists of the SzipP (Sociulist VJorxzsxrs' 2z2rty of Gerwsny),
Bho U-VU vey 379m Rosenisl to The elmznn. then burn their fin-
g618 and rvss bVoﬁ VO conebDlY 91383x cva

If what hos been said above is true of Germany, whe¥e the
treordinaexy pressure of circumatunces temporuxily ovorsoues tre
policias of fuilurs of tha Stelinisds, what sholl we say 01 thias
gountries where the official Comuunist Party is in &€ cendition
of constant decszy, as in ?*Dnce or in Great Brif{aint? (The 3Il$°
ish Coztmunist Party hos dropred in ten moaths frcm 15,000 %o
3,000 paying muembdbers).

We ©ull aogres that to counterposs the sdveénturistic s¢o en of &

86c0rd Tzoriy Lo the =xisting Party, &s the existing Par v, as

the Stzlinists accuse us, would ma2n to tiock cur way %o the

Communist workers themselvass 3ut t0 blur our difference witn

Centrism in the reme of £ Cilluutlﬁg "unity", would maxn, ot

only to commit politiczl suicide, tut slso to covsr ury stran- _
8tken ond nourish all th2 negutive features of bureucratic i
Contrise, azd bty thot faot alcna kelp trb reaczon“r scurrents H
within it agrinst the ravo :

v
truth c¢f the Lefs pp031tion. its fitness to survive, its riz
to a great nister:i 0le., The accidentzl, unrrerared consult
tion in Ccnenbnﬂan has shown, thet the cadres of the Qppositi
have fully gras pﬂd its m;ss‘on end see their rond cleurly. W
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¢an firmly hore th.t the consultution will give a serious inm-
pulsion to the Jurthsr develormant of the sections.

G. Gurof?f

P. S« Bectuse ¢f tha greut distince, our Gresek section could
not tuke rart in the corsultztion. 3ut on the way, many co-
redes were stle to meat witk o substanticl number of athenian
Bolshevik-I2ninists ané obtuirned & very favorsble impressicn

of them, Suifice it to sty, that the Greskx orgunizution has.
assumed the tuisk of changing thair puper, the "Puli ton Taxeon™.
into a dcily newsparsr in the nearest futures How far from tris
are ths cther sections, unlortunuttelyl

Tor similar reasons - the great distiance, and for many, too,
naterinl and rolice difficultiss - at th2 confsrence no repre-
sent2tives ¢f ths amarican Lesa2zue, the Tchacho-Siovak,
Bulgaricn, Swiss, Pclish Oppositionists cnd other grours, coulad
not take part,. .

?ne cnlling of = reual conference, wnich will include repressaant-
ativas of 213 sSections cof the Internttional Loft Oppositicn,
thsxrefore remains a mutter for tho future.
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