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• 
I. To the J.eo.de~nb1p of t.~c German Laft, O'P'P; • 

Leon '1':'ot,S~1 Pr1n~1?O, D~cem"'c:o~ 28 1 1~32 • 

• • • 
2; On 'lhoSG Who Have For&,otto~ The A. B. '0. Z. 

Leon Trots~1 Pr~nl:ipo. December 28, 19~2 • 

3; T~ Tho I!'&te1'nc:t.1o~al S~ci"f}tt\"!"i!\ t a\'ld t.o e,j.l 
tce S ee{',f ~ns of' tt\e Int~r:.a t. ~ l")j1e.l Le'f"t, 
Opposi. t.1.00I. ( Bolghef,\c .. !.enlnl$t.s ) . . 
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~o th=a Leadersh1p ot tho Gorr.o;an L~tt O'ppos1t.1o:J. 

~~m- (I.olOU'ae'.os: 

Th9 or1s1s 1n the Gercan scoti~~ ballGd forth by oornrD4r 
Woll end his group ~~os it LOCQSsa=y to ~ako the t011ow~ 
communication in ordor to· clarify the ~ttor. 

When I ~ot ooorcdo Soni~ in Coper_~egen he stetod thnt 
60l!ll"Bdo ~oll oo:;,.pla.ined th'lt I oorros!lor.cied only with his 01' 
onents t.nd not \7ith l1;'r.\, ::: ":as clJ:nplotely sarprisod by this 
news sinQe tho interruption,...; - r.;·.=.&:'C 11S of' our oorresoondor.:~ 
tllways oeme from comre:.t!e ~1oi1 a,{ .. i toG-do their eppee:.rer-co oaeil 
timo when I ::lad~ so~e critioal. rc::crk or did not e.broo v/it!l hni\ 
on one q~esticn or nr.other. In ngreonont ~ith cOL~ucio Soni!~ I 
thon o.ddre ssed 0. lot t er to co::!:,ad.e 'Jell tool ear U'O tho n ~~:~. 
undOl·ste.r.din~" t in the q,-,astio:'l Of :::orrospor.denco.· TCG purp0':"L> 
ot my let to: r:a.s, this title to contribute to the c.l.leviut1~r. 
ot conflicts ':11th!.n the Gur=.e.n L~ft O.v!,osit.ionf~hoso oon£li.::ts 
wh10h in my oppinion ''''ere c;ostly c6.11ed forth by cocrudo ',1":'1. 
w1thout sUff101ent ground. 

~roposod in my lo~ter to ca.ll a c&lm, h~rmonious oonforenoo or O~. 
tion, without t.a"-ing a. suspioion of tho (UaJ.:'·u~l:':O'::; ;i!. tpjnior. re.­

contly for:::lJ.c.tod by ~7ull. ~il::..t C!. policy ·.b:~o.le. un prir..;uipl,) it: thn 
bost Be L~uin SCoid end ~oll quot edt .:is COIriJot. BClt-li.o ).f.I.J'!:~Tfi-r-. • 
alwaY'S sUPl'orted hi.::solf on the r.eontH'ity for a IX>).~oy b~s\!d oc ~. 
1noiple. Eut Lonin elso t&U&h.t us to ch()','a (\JJi.~.a the other, tho SOo­
ondar:r difi'cror.~Qs, &t &. crit:i.Ml U::-'9. ProD ·.'!~lls lettors, ocr.vor­
Be-tions c.r.d rr..r..ny t.:'ticlos, i:1 :;'1"Y cr"",~, I huVIl 10n5 [..go saon t!:.~t 

. he tc~os a protty '-I,j.oile.t.:in~ !/O"Hl<ln vn c~ny Ciwestions. I h~vo .. 
otton insist.:d. t[.~t c.::;:,..:-~rj.~ Wdl !.::rl.wlf .. to .his misgivingi3, ~aplios, 
eto. in e. precise t:&r.ner. j-\~ h:..:.s r'.)"o.t nor.~ thi1>. 1 hc.vo I'O.L"c • ..u.t:otoJ. 
the Clwestion of ThcrI:'.i~.C'!' Ilnd tr.ii ~';t.l j?cwor in tho forCl of c. lei ,)l." 

e.nd 6. dialo6:J.e. ( 'publj.:-he~ jn (:'.l~· b.):r:r.an pross). ~e1l never \70r.\ 
into th1a q-;;ostion. S:i.":'.cu 'th'J,Y l:c,'JO c.n ir:portc.::ca ..... hich r:.~J e!'foct 
tho ~7hOl~. fubr~. I r.ust nS'''u.r=..~ :'tOl'j llls pcrsistenea t:ilur.ca ti:.c.t 
ho ctill L:lS r.o t gcr.o b;:.:!<,n':' tho Dt:"5U of doubt • .And pol it ic~l 0::­
})erionce r. h!lr.d.~cd ticas :O,:tG sno~·.n T:'V cOU1'~clas ',':ilo v&cilctec,s long 
ns thoy livo b:J.t still " Ollila Color.g" r:;ora or loss. 

!rhc.t thQ v&.cilla.tions ot Woll he-vo boon oondonsed 111tO c.n ~,,­
plosion surprisde De n11 the ;nc:"') s.ir.~a coc,ro.dQcScnin,· f:ho OOCUFi>!s 
more or leGS t~o sa::o sto.u';-.poi.\:'" ~ss:J.rcd mEf in Coper.h!;;.gon ot 
oor.;'nletc o,'":re,,::vnt r.nd in thJ <:aur:;o of 0. t\.'c hours diec:1ssicn .:0 
\ToU"rt'hrouS!l p=c,cticc11y tf .. .lu:J.;il ell tho irr.portcr.t q;·I~StiCr::3. Sir.N' 
thon f'roD T:."J .. holo oxporicn~0 ;'/ith 7.'011(L&n5.&:1 CJ.~7ostior.t Frcn~h 
~westion, l;ill c;, ..... ;ostion, Spc.nish q.7ostion) I hs.VIJ bacon.;, ccr.vir..coQ 
tho.t he is unfortunatoly ouch to ir:clir.cd to put purely po=sono1 
taotors in tho foregroun~ c.t tho expenso Of politice:.l ~r.d prl~~ir1ol 
onos. I h~vQ triad to propose to hi~ tr.~t in this ~cst cccuto ~it­
uat10n he should not disturb tho c.ctivity of tho Gorr.'.cn Oppositio •• 
and tho h~rcor::l of tho coning cor..f'oro:"co through 1nsuff'ic!.ontl:,' 
thought out ideas r.r..d proL~tura &ctions.But sinco th~n 1 A~VQ fv.u,J 
out that '1/011 1 s v&soillutions ir. the p~st thrco V'oars hr..vo tc.k.m an 
obviously undor t.to influenco Of tho''.~:J.ccos::;\30'' Of tho \:.2.1;. 
tha t pc. tho1ogice.l for::. ';7hich ~'/O DUS t cl'3scr1 bo e.s tho) urgQ to Oil':I'" ~. 
Ul.6.to. tll tho S~(:9YO!:lS, lIidoes" t:.r.d. foros 0 f o;.:pros:.:;io~ ropo(..t ir" 
etoroop~~od foro tho c.~c1~gous pctholobic~ oynptocs of L~ny cth~~s 
from 192;) to 1932. ~;o.tt!=ally boco.uso of this f:'..y proposel to 0: .. 11 a 
unified conferonce bGCCOO out of tho q·,7ostion. On tho cor.tro.rj" th'! . 
most a.otol'oind struGslo in noodod. :r.'1~t Wall is nOi" put tir.£; in "!e. 
tion in nothing olso .ttc.n tho riGht to existonco Of tho Left 0: ;s· 
ition. Eo, ~Jll, tilir"::s ovorythin.:; .. ill go ;':011 o~ough eV'ln t,1ith")ut 
Bolehovic .. r.anist s nr.d tr..et bot\,,'oon Stclin end tho l:::~cclin o.nd -. ': 
sky o.nd Dc.~nc.ul thoro oxist s lit tl a 1:1i silndJrotc.ndings b.Jct.uso l)I)"t.-. 
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ot them .fa11ed to ·undorstc.r.d his. -::011' a , 1doo.s. 30Ce.US9 Of the 
88mo mlsundorstundin5 tho GcP.U. kl110d Batof!. Blumkin. S1110!, 
xab1no~iozt and oth~rs. 

Actu~lly I do not bolivo thct 8 fruitful "discussio~" can 
erise on this beSis·sir.co I hsvo s&id, before, ~oll only roneats 
what Zinoviov ~~do~ cnd/othors- tho/ formulatod noro throughly ir. 
tho pesr ct C oortcin stego of thoro rotrcgcto dovolopmont. E~t ~. 
mood Of courso, cllr_~ot bo tolorctod in tho rcnks of t he Loft Cppo .. 
lion. Uhothor cor..r£oc,o 71el1 parsonr..lly \7ill lcr.rn bot tor &r.d. mcku ,_ 
turn. I do not kr_o~. For oy ~art I uould vnly ~elco~o such c t~r~. 
13ut rrhr.t tho Gor::c.n Opposition noods is ~ locders!:ip \7hich is ::It:.:.l:_ 

~\1~rkDrs ~ho era firm i~ thoir co~v~ctiOr.s end uhich is not subjoc~ 
\ho chcr.ging r.ood Of otorr~l polit~cul no~cds.thct/it soo~s to r.~~ 
tho reo ant oxporier.co ho.s in eny ceso provon. 

With·bost Co~unist grooti~gs, 

L oon ~ro t sky 

Prinkipo, Docombor .28 •. '.03!:- .. 

ON ~HOSE irdO ar..VE FO?'GOTT~r TH~ A. B. C. 
(AGuinst Ro::c.n ~'loll <.:.nd Oth<3rs) 

~ho protest of sovoral G~rDr.n coorcdos c~ainst tho article 
-vi ith Eoth Ht.nd.s", ecn bo intorprotod in t~-:o \7CY3: first, l..S :::. s~,"rcu 
tor e sUitt:.blu c:·:cuso to capit<!l:::.to, s~cond, CE: u. prir.cilFa cr::or cf 
Q contuned bat hor.ast oppo~itieni~t. I la~v~ uzid~ tho first v~ri~ 
.tiOL •. it h~s no thoorocicc.l intorest. :h3 soco~d c~so dosorves to bo 
.. ., o%atlindd. 

Tho articlo "';'lith Both Rends" r;srna th~ t Stalin 's :policios 
in the ~ost il:1:::ortc~t q-.7ostio:ls hc':o epp::-occ~Qd docisi,j:1~l .. :"ie~ t:!:'J' 
booot'\o irro.,ocL:.clo. :'::'0 Lrticlo rocc.lls t~o feet tllt.:.t tho St!:..lin .. ·cc.;-

~ tlon hod cdhered to tho XollJg peat end tho L~a=ic~n diGcr~~~o~t pr~­
grctl. Thor;.';7oro nOVal" eny difforoncus Jf opinio~ &r:.ong us (;.$ ~o tl:·~ 
\JvE.lur.tion of thoso cxccpticr..clly ir:;portcnt tr£.nl.lL.;.d:i.om~. ~J:I) ~l'~ich 
citos tho scc.ndcloilS con"/crs:::.tion Of St:::.lin '.1ith .the J,.C1oric::.n co.::.;­
boll, .7hich slo.rint;ly ill1.4::linctos tho roed on whioh St~lin 1:r.s 6::'~­
orod. 

" :sut do yeu roclly bc·l~QVO thc~t Str.lin is cc.p:::.blo Of trt:~ .. 
chory?~' comos tho objootion. 1,.."'l astonishing :::.r5ur.~ont, ~,hicl: pro':os 
thct Jr.cny e comrr,dc, i~ spito Of his A6!: r.t-s rOclcJl-:.td tno peint 01' 
torgotti:1g his :i.i[:.r:ds:!:\ 1...3.0. Do ~o than estim:.te 1-'"licios c.s do~.::.:d.-

~ lng on a prcvcious duci~od c~nfidonco or distrust ~ith respect tJ 
this or thct parson? Tho p~liticr.l lino rasults frcm tto pr03~~ro of 
clesa foroes end tho objectivo ~ond.iti,"r.s. and doyolopos it o·,,;~ 1~6-
10. 

. In tho yN\r 1922 tho Soviot Union r/unt throuGh::' sovero 
,oconomic crisis. JU tho !jo"c::'.ocr plon1.4C1 of tho E. C. Stc,l:n !:.!:d. • 

. . othors cdoptad c rcsJluti.::n \7ni.:::h csco:-.tic.llj· cbol isr..cd tl:') :\;r·n;.:r. 
tr&do t;onopoly. H':>',1 5:::;;.11 '.70 ctcrcctor:zo such c. r0:301~tion? ]..S ;)0-
trayal, or not cs a botrayul? Subjootivoly, it is oartLin teet St~li~ 
did not dosiro to botray tho Soci~list futUro. But tho ~boliti~:1 .:If 

. tho monopoly, in its ir.ovitu.blo c.~d DJrOOVOr ir.'::1odic.to c~ns",q·.""·Jr:..:::.;s 
is in no ~ay diffor~~t from tho ebolitiJn Jf thu nc.tionclizcti~~ =f 
the mo£ns Of prJ!~ction. ~Jt for nothicg, in tho first yoc.rs ~~ ~~o 
Soviot roSil:lo, did tho wilolo co.pitr.list \7orl.d exort ovory of;'::>rt t~ 
obtein cn » allovict:cn n of t~o foroicn tru!o c~nJPoly. Obj0ct!V~:~ 
tho rosolution of tho ?lor.t:.~ of !-;ovcmbor 1922 ~-:cs en c.ct of oct::"':-<1L 

. ot Sooic.liEt}. SubjJcti\'oly, it ~c.c pJssiClo bccnu.::;o Of tl:o fl'.ct U,u.t 
SI:~J.1T. a~.-:' tlJoIi .:;theI'S did T_'Jt L'.;.ssc!~J;a ~ofr1cicnt 1"."';-:(>1' cf ):~sistu:\c() 
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31"4. pecre 
theorotio~l nnd political, csn1nst the pl"osoura ot tho ooonco10 

·01"181s. _ 

., 
~ho historiccl oxn~plo or tho foroign trcdo monoply bo~t ill. 

ustratos tho prosent disput~. Sl~co than U~ havo boon nbla to ob­
servo Stelin' s pcli~ios in t: -;;holo sorios of thlJ most icportr.::.t bis.· 
tor1cul dovclopocnts. 50~ shell ~o doscribo his policy in C~i~c, ( 
thnt ls,hls ellir:.::.oo ';71th Chic.n-Ke!-Sho!: cgcinst tha pro~otc:'::'at. 
'\10 hc.vo c.l./cys doscribed it c.~ \)::'0 of botrcyo.l. In this cnso, th", 
right zig-zcg of buroc.ucrc.tio Oc~trlsD .. cs c~rric~ to its Ultic~te 
log1oel consoq-::or.cos. C= cr.::. -:10 l~j,r.d c. sin510 0PFositioT.ist to (\11 
that Stalin's pelicy in Chine. sorvoi tho bourgeoisio against tee 
prolotc:ric.t7 L3t us/c!J.ll" N/ t:11.J ;.::lot thc.~ Stelin supplor.:ontod 
this polioy by orushir.g t~oco ~ussie.n 501sho':i1:s ,,;;,ho .. cr-tod to h~p; 
tho Chinoso prolotcrio.t egc.inst tho boargo01siae ~jllat 1s this b~ 
bctro.yel? 

Sinoo llovot:.bor 1922 tio:'o thc.n 10 yoe.rs ho.vo pe.ssod. The 
ooonomic sHuction of tho t]. S. S. R. he.s ronched a poriod of 0;,(,'. 
oo.pt10noll~· sho.rLl c:,:,1018. In tho ;-;or~d sit~ction J too. thore: L.r~ 
~ot c. fo":;' dc.r.sors ,;,;hleh ce.n c\licic:.::i.y \;000 to c hocd ;;1th Co 1't.:.rtr..tl;:'· 
sharponir·s of tho) intor:::!:.l d1!'ficUlHoo. Tho crici::.e.l pulicy 01' c:).· 
llootivizetion to tho li=1t end O~ tho edvonturistic to=~o of 1n­
dus!:ric.lizo.t1on hes finclly :!oc.:-.docl up c. blind elloy. J.~ Ln:o 0.0:; cn~ 
atc.yo \7ithin tho frc.:::Il· .... o:-l: of bi.l:-oaacr:ltio-O~1:.tr!.s!l tr.oro in %"10 way 
out. Tho or.ly posSiblo- thin; is a sor.ren. fur F:J.l.lHivGS (',:~d pOSt .• 
pOMonts. Foroign orGci.:!.ts co:u.d. u:-AoUbtodJ.y bring c.boat ~i. ~l:o.,')Vta- " 
tion Of tho 1ntol·~t:.l crisis. ,,:'r.:orios. so.ys, it is not ~roJlal.·od to 
S1vo up its clcics on ~c.r dobts ~1ttout cccponse.t10n", It d~cc.nda 
cocpons~tion for no~ cre~its t~o. Thu progrc.u Of its ~",~~us is suf­
f1oiontl~· ';1011-l:no·.m to as from tho past- roocr;::ition Of troo p:'O-7:~r 
end ':lnr dobts, "cllov!.c.t1on" Of tho foroiBn tredo m.:-nopol;t: Co break. 
in &tfoat ~1th tho Co~~u~1st Ir.tornc.t1ur~; support Of tho J~cr1cu~ 
pol1oy in tho Fcr East, CltO. " 

CortaL~ ooncv~~io~~( ~ith rospoct to the debts for i~star.co~ 
are completoly por::'.iss.ii:lt'. BiAt tb.is is procif>oly the fortl or COm­
Jle-nsc.tion 71h1ch intorests t-ile Fdted Stc.tos loe.st.But h(i';1 do r.attor{ 
stand ~·;ith ti:o CJ::l!.r.tcr~ tcr i!.s:nnce1 For tho fifth yael" nO\7 no 
Cor."ross hes boa~ c~llcd. I~ ~~c.t un c.ccidont? U~~o~btedly or-a of 
sto.lins rr.ctiYos i ... tl~c r.l:O~t~tt· thore is no roasor. to !.r:'i~~te 
Roovor, tho 1ntcrnnUon!i.l :.?~'olGta:-ie::: vt:.nSE':.14:-d "ill bot e~.o::5 I::C~O" 
bo\\' 7Iithont c. OO:'l;ress. Eat whct re::u.i::.s ti::n C~ the Cor-intorn ~r. 
UODOOW? liisorc.bla ?ler.t'lt:\s undor the loc.dcrship cf l.:c.r.ullf:l~:~;, ,','co: 
vc.luo Stnl1n ','/011 7.r.o'i;s. ',;ould it 'bo difficult tu glvll_l.l.p tLoSO":U. 
J:&einoV 

Tho foreign trc.dc C'.onopoly c.s 0. " col:1pensct1on" roprol!ol\ts: 
more difficUlties. B~t ovor. hora tcero ccn be no q~ozt!on Of any 
nbsoluto quo.rc.nteo. If tor. :1oc.rs e.g;), rIcer. ~o\·iot indl4c:ry \7('·S ir. a 
shta ot uttor docay, St~lin "':cs ';"il11::.; tc C'.c.?o til'l nret::.tot;t ~o::.­
oessions in this q'''/~stlon to fo:'aign cepUel, now ':10 r.:ust fear all 
the moro a surr'1r~dor Of th!.s position, sinco ir.ciustry ha.s gro'.T.'l 
oonsidora.bly. It -::0 nrc strong ;' tho c.ppc.ratus ..:111 toll tho work~rs 
If that \':6 oan atfors r:l.!'l o.llovl~~ion of tho forait;r. trado nonvpol~", 
!rho cnpitUlery ,'IO&?'noss te~'i~rd ~~orld. capita11s::l, in this case us in 
many oLhers, Ylill be oon.::o:Uod U:1~cr en &ppa~ .. o::.ca a1' strl)n.;~h. " 

In point of teot, upon what do tho oo~usod protoGt~rs 
bBO~ thoi~ ~bjactions? On their faith in tho goed i::.tor.ti~::.s ot 
Stalin? On that elena end nothing c.era. " /.t'ter ull If, thoy ~~1 or 
think. " stalin he;:; not yot betrayod tho Soviet ~GPub11o" ·,7":.ut ro­
markable profun!t~ • In the first plc.oa "i/0 c.nswel', or-a of teo 1"0-
so no that have t~)r"'')<l Stc.lin to stop hclf-Wo.y with his poli~:uv " 
bas consiEitod i~, the onorgetic o..::t~cns of tho Loft Oppos1ti"n. " 
whioh novor dribblod with colostic.l con!'idor.ca, but on tho ethor 
he.nd callod upon tho .. ,,"or;':ors 10 overy crit1ce.l J:lon:ont tJ bo t;l\)r~ 
and dotoraind: second, after ell Stc.lins Fc11cy in CAinn hcs bc~~ 
dovolopod to lts utccst possibilitios end has lad to a cor.:plote 
oollc.pso of tho so·oor.d Cninose Revolution. 

'. 
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Here tho hopo lessly o~nfused p=otestor, cau~ht et a uJ~ Lr.~~­
ntngG, will taka up e. r.0\1 poJ~iti.J!'l. " ::.11 .:i:.cSoc.r.:l YO'.lr su:.;i\. i..Ji,1S 
ho uill S2.:', IT car ... '1ot provo prevo ther:") T!lc.f; is corroct: ;t~ orclo~ 
to provo thoo C~e must wait for tho ove~ts. i~o., tho collacso of 
the f-oviot fc.thIJ1·1c.~,d,o.s thoros;D.t of C,,-Yl'~'ir."· J'.lt to its iObic~l 
conclusion tho policios Dr buro~ucrc.t1a C~ci~i~n. . 

Ii.' tho e·PPl;.rutus stood 'J..r.dcr the control of tho pt:.rty )ii' t ~.;~ 
. work~!'s c?t:1d to.s~ tho q';;estior.s of policy u.r.d tb.o oxccutiv ..... OJ~6.·.· 
we would Ii.a"/O S(";i:'lC:.l.:3 gua.!'c.t'.r.JOS thct ,oJ.::"(.io~ would. be (}..J:~::-:i.8~.l'.~t:,L .. 
carr!a5 o~t, b~t th~t is Fr801aaly u~at iR lnok1&G. ~o one O~tsj~. J 

tho na:c::o'.' e.ncl ev.::::'-r.G.rro\,iing circl!3 Of 3tQ:~:!.r. k!:vi7S ..-iC.o..t r;'.0C.~Ui.':".; 
ara bqirlS propr.rNi. to 6Ct o~t of tho .Jri3ia. Cc..c or.o tc.l::o :::. E,:n.-;:'.l·:.'. 
&ttH.u10 to tilo.t " rovolutiCl!:G.J.'~!lf \'Jho, in c situl;.t5.on lil~o thlS. 
wh"re pO';iorful historiccl fu,<.;t.o,:s ero c:.t work, bttilds up his per·· 
spootivG 0:1. p:J~icl:o"..oGj,cu.l guo.ss'.'lo:cl!: or on thG !!lorel ostirt.c.tic.l1 of' 
this or thct p~rson? ~n0n Uscr5clov 
oxprossod the hopo thc.t tho ll'3p \';"Quld l~ad. tho Bol~hovic l)r.:.rty lQ 
tho bo:.n'gcois' ."f1(,j !'lO, tQnil". SC-id," SU,ch thir.c;s e.s U:·~tr:i.c.lov t;)o\...l~s 
Of t.ro possil1).(). iti:3tory kl~O~'/S oVcrtur::1s v:t ell kir.ds; to dOIJ.)r.6. or. 
convic t iO~l t a.o-.'J ': -:"~i1J and. 0 thel'" simil ic.r CY.,0t)1.1 er. t spirit ucl q ~7~15. -;: .• 
i~s) is in p?liti"'~/f1v;:vthir.B bu.t c. Gcri·')us c.ttitudc"o Lur.in G~.J..io. 
thic c.b~1.J,t tho pert is' in tno yocx 1922; 'i'lhc. t shell 01'.0 sa:1 r.o-;;? 

lleny of tto protQst~rs, in cor.Lcati~n with our Lrticlo, c)n­
jura uP;,,/G!;,..)8t Jf \Jl'·l)C:.r.:.s; it \7::nl.ld ~'pp.;o.l'.' o.111)f5odl~l, thlJ.~ ',70 ij,o..vo 
approc.cnucl his .::stir.:[;.tior •• of St1).l.:ir.i~::\ .. It i~ ;?o.,l.t·.!'ul t..) hc.,'o t·] 
6.nel~~7. s~()h t:.n c.rGD.r.1cr.t c.t tho c~d. ::;f Dl.lcCt!::oor, 193;~. :3",.I;.·;:')Ol~ 
Ur'bc..hns c!'".d \.1~, the cI\'wrrol tur1'!.ed on t::o r::.:turo of tho Sy\·:,,)t r:.;t;~to .. · 
Evory.:hir.:; (~o.pcY'_cls O~ tilo d.cS::."oo, on ti:o r.::J!.t;.tj.:,::: cf tl~{J \~~;;.~·"·.:i.r;l; 
forr~,){J~ on tho otC.SG vihich tho co::.tr-.;.e~ct.cry dJyolcp:~.0r.:: !:('LU l'[;~o}:>:(:, 
BU=~QucrQtic Contri8~ ~O~~OLS tho ?ro~c~~~ian Dictc.tcrz~i~~ ,~ts ct­
stceles ir. t~E: \7c.~, of its ia'iT 01opr:;ent, t'.nu.l·.':::'.ines li~:o 8. dis(;f.'.~>-9 
;Us bol'~Y frcmc-;;o):}:, the 'prole~:;.riat .. ~;:/.t .. - .ii~oL![l"; is r.ct :/TCt rL'~("~:-_' 
Sickness cen bo curcd~ D~t U~~c.ns 'cclc.ro~ tho Dlctc.tcrship :i~~!~­
c.toa., 'i;hila v;o fo::.z.hqC'or, tho :.c?vi:'ifict:.tion, cr.d .strGr',:S~~_Gr.~::-.-:;; ?f ti.·:,; 
d;~r:.·{.:'.torshi!lJ livi~:g, at~ll eZ1st:.r;ij, ever. 1f bcdly m:C.l'Or.'ll.tl. 0J 
Stc:.lir .. ist Cor .. tl'isI7u 

But '.'Jho.t shell ~7e so.y o.beut thoso unfortunete oppositio::ists 
who cor.clu.(l.e, frcr.1 the e:dst€moo of tl:o p .. "olot8.rio..n d.ict8.to:;"s:::,;~, 
that \79 htl'.'/) conl'i0.er.co in 1u:.."oucre tic Contr:i '::::.J, r:i::i all i1.(:";.s l.c:.c'~c~';'1:>:· 
this eliott-tOl'ship? :Tnct she:.l2. ·,le SC:l about t~1oDO "C:octors ll , ';;::0 t::I· 
oxp~ctodly discover th~t the b0~~ t1ing for the wolfare of tho pa­
tient is to oVDrlco2:: the S·I""l!.O,:l.3 of his dtseo.so, tD pcllit~tei::'.s 

.' t· " (;ituo.tion t:.r..cl instsc.d of systor.1o.tic treD.tr:lcl'~t, contQr.t ·11.0;~·~SOJ.-,-';;3 
with the ~OP9 thab.~it~ tho halD of God the sic~ men ~ill gGt noll 
by hiJ:1sEllf~ 

Our protestors revec.l o.s proi'our.d. I~ It:.ck of ur .. d.cl'st{;.r.di:',;; 01' 
-the reei nroccl relet ions of tho Soviet s~o. t a r.nd burC[~UC1'e t io CJ~ t­
rism as Urbcns. Only, they color thore lc.clt of t<ndcrs tendinG with c. 
different dyo th~n his. 

Only thl) torrifyingly low level which the Stc.linisr bureu-
, • , I . , • t· 0 • t c''; c· L •• ·fOb·· "" , ere-tic t::oot:f, tno CU::'.:::t~~ns~ r.:oVG::.e.:l: cc~n C:q:J.Cln ne::-I ~ , ... u~_,~ -'·i~ 

fact thc.t cc:.:rc.ios, ','/:10 h[:vo lor.l'r:cc:i. for m,~,:, .. y YoL.:rs in tl:0 Gc~:ocl 
th 0 ' .. ' .. l' 't ........ , te' ,.,.~ "''''Q' cO .... ')· .. O··l~ "1"·-of e Ln;)Gl .. lo~l, cc.n 1[. ~ 1:1 0 Cv.C .. ,.ro ... 1.",u ..... • .• ..;.~ •. ~ ... "0 

orrors. ·iothing to ba donal ~e ~ill ~~sto c fa~ hJurs repa~tin~ t~t 
J...B.C., if·tr.c.t does not help, oYar thOoG ,';no obstin-Stol:,- :,or:.~~in ij:)' 

hind. ... ;0 l;h!:lll ctl'id.e o:1. ... ;o.rd und' for;:crd. 

1. eon '1'1'0 t sky 
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'10 the l"'t.el.l~a~t(inal S~t.Ltta.('~-t 0 .. ",1'0 aU 

, of the Intel';l&~i()l:Bl Lett O~pqsiti~n (BclsheVi,\l,Le1\1.sts .. ) 

" 
Dear Coaro.des: " 

Through an noc1dor.t~1 nr.4 untortunate ohnin ot c1rcumstnr.cos it is 
only to-dey, J~nuury 4th. thnt I r~ye co~e into ;posossio~ ot r.h~ , 
Protoce.lot tho Internc.t1on~l Sl3r,l·,,~~r~~t ot Deo. 15th. I hCFrJ' thi.\( 
all the sections heve ra~d atto:'_~:ively the stutol:'.er.t 0:" :7:-11 t:.~cl. 
c.ns'oVers ot cO~fldes Vit t6, ar.1 !!,~\. ( tCJr l~ck 01' t1~9 Bu-~:.· coul d , 
only Join himself to thoir stDt90ent) t~t I tind tha~ ccm=~~es ifltte 
and Kin hevc vpokon tnr to mildly and have n~t drawn the 1:0';006Cl1'1 
conolusions tram their cnclys1s. 

Exactly what did 7ell sny! Let us enum3rate hie statements. 

1 That the lee-ding group ot tho Ge.roon Lott O:p:position wt-.i~i', 
,I stands on the stundpoint of the International Loft Oppositi"n j a a 

cliqtze. 

2. This "clique" ( vlhich menns in tact the Internationn.l td'.t. 
" Opposition) is distingu.ished by the feet that it ~lioi(l.3lal,:1 rnhd-­

mizes the " successes" of the stalinist bureaucro.()y. 

.1 

.. 

3. If Baur so.ve ~rotsky lying ena slanderous ill!'()l'rnotion~ ?x­
Bctly the au-rna statement was ~~~9 by Landen baforo the split, bl 
Hill end the others befero thore cnr:talation. Tho worst i~forr~­

tion about well wes ol'llcys givon by \/ell himself. in his letters. 
I deolare that co::redo B~nel' in (:\1 his (',1m::;;ud,1t:tiol,S VlnS Clost ob'" 
jeotivo, consoientious, end cnra!ll.t, in cemplete CO!ltre.;.st to coc" 
re-do' 7/ell, who 0.1 Wa.yd ::£ppt':;.rud. ill u. VL3iOl!S, parsonal und disloyul( 
manner. ' 

4. Well protests against ,the po1itico.l accusation ogl.l.inst 
Stelin, bocause ',7e consider his i!!l.:,:r::-:~t;',;Jno.l pelicy anti- prol:et­
arie.n. :\e11 becoCles a defe:lse l r!.'V'j0r. r~r Stalin ',-:ho, after 0.11. in 
addition to his C',o.in oocap£ol.iQ!l, 103 (i.ll d%ecutior..er Of the comrodos 
who, sharo our views • 

6. Well is cgainst t~e theory of Bon8p8r~1s~. 

6. Well is against the theory of Ther~idor. , 

7. Well declares the forthco~ing cleansing Of the party to 

.. 't 

be a step forward. This \lleansing begins and ends hO\'1over wi th th'" 
oppresion at the co::radas V/ho ohuri3 o~r vi"~~ &nd 'nith tho distruct· 
ion Of all criticism and all Uarxist thinking within the Party.: 

8. \iellstates that no'b')zt~ t~lks any ~ore ab~ut the second 
Fivo Year Plan. which i6 his Odn discovery. 

9. Well states thnt no one tc.l~s any more e.boat "sor.",ll1" 
tOBoisI!l ", which however, is in frightful contradiction to tho di~­
oisionB Of tee 12th. Plenum of the E. O. C. I. 

10. Well proclaizr.s. " "30 must get closer to the Party". B;.r, 
ubat he means the Stalinist buroaucracy and this getting o::'oser h" 
purohases by giving up all Uarxist thir~ir.g. 

11. He states on top of tha.t that the Five Year Plan \'/us " ,. 
most " realized. 

1~. He states that tho Russian opposition no longer ex!,ts. 



" . 

" 

-', 

-~.6-- . 
13. He distributes the ctatomcr.t of the Stalinists that Z1n­

oviv and Kamenev vOlur.tarily chose the hole in which Stelin stuc~ 
tbem. 

14. In the st3tecsnt whioh he o~iginally signed and which 
brinGs his real thou3hts to expression wit~out oonocal~er.t, ;'~ll 
st,etes that the 1ecdership of the Russian Opposition in the a: .. tlcl,:­
on the Stali~ist foreign pClicy ccpitulates to If Ur~ans, ~orsch. 
Sapronov" o.:ld 0 thar onemys of thf: P~rty o.r:d tha Comint err. If. Os'!)). ~ 
ulation to the enemys of the party mp.~ns the same thing as steppj: 
over into the oe~p of oounter-revolution • 

. 
-----------~.----------------

I hope thts enumer&t ion will SUffice. Zinoviev, Radelt and the 0 tl:l r:~ 
too. twenty-foul'" hOij.rs befo re their Oml capi tulc. tion, accused ~ro t ':.;: 
of c~pi tulg,tion to S~pl·on~v, Thnt those just mer.t ionod brought for7f 
ward their nccuso.tion'oI lnOl·e clovel'ly end more decently e.s to for::l, 1-
hs.rdly an eztonue.ting circUI:1ste.nco for Well. ";7hile accusing to ..::rt:! r. 

, or tho Russian OP1)osi tion of passing over into the camp of the o!"'.c=.:-' 
ot the pnrty, ho declcres Stalin's p~olatnriD.n policy.to 00 ubov~ ~:; 

'su.spicion, and actually c.bove 0.11 ol'"iticisc, He is aev.i~st ti:o t::(l ').~: 
ot Thermidar. :Vha.t· ther.. is he for? In his enUl;leration of tno Doint'..i . 
whioh sha.r~ly sep:ll·e.te him fl·om the International Left Op,osition I 
~1ell hc.s forgotten only one thin3, nc.wzly, tC:j:~:::lantion those pOinto 
Which st 111 connoct him wi th the Left Oppo~i t ion. Ono nee:is cnly t c 
im~gino f'j)r r. mooont--- if tho thous<1r.ds of iOPl"1SN.od. c;.:i:'ccl, I)O"·u 
secutoe, B'Jlohevic-Ler.;:')J i..Ji~;~' in the Soviet Union had \';"01l6 s['o::,o:1, 
before thoir eyesj·,· .. hat c07.:.ld they think or say about i t~'1(\Illr cr.o 
thing--- " "Jell is a.n o\:.t~poken eI~6r.iY t t} Stc.liJdst a.gent". ',16 car. 
ha-rdly spoc.k hart) of C:. ~0l3k1 stnoe ce Curries his Stalinist '.';i~C:o~, 
qwitc ~""looncealGd. Ths q;''''Ju~i(;m '/.;rich :!.opsritvely c.risos rc:::.<ls: t::::.~ 
we are eng~gcd in tha :.1"l-t;1::)1.°er,t fj~~ht r:ith the Stalinists \7ho por­
·secut 0 us through tr..e ... ·G J.i~'loN.,.cy cr.d. the capi tc.list police 0:: (:.11 
oountruas, can ";10 tolol'C;.t.(l Stalinists of Q, socond kind in our r&.r.l.:,;:,'r" 
I do not think so. 

It Vlaa no soIJcrot that "11311 is most confuscd in his opi:lions. ~nl 
o.t tempt s to help him to E'. cleurer inSight in l'::,1nur.lorablo 10 t t C1"S 
woro in VE',ill. Tho confusion in his Cc.so finally cr~·.:i(}llllizod. i~i.:::> .n 
cotlplotoly ~H.:;li:1is~·'fc::l:! .. .t~ .. :cl no cC'c~ii:)nt. Contrit5!:\ t:.>fto:i..4 ~.11 i.J 
nothing but cl"yctalJ.izcrl c.or.:'IJ.Gio%\· (,:1: pl'ecisly boco.ttse of h.i3 c1,.:.-, r 
and opon f'or:~').lF.ticn of stsl'i.rJ5.';:TIl, ":it;iJ. hr~s pi'oven thr ... t tht31'O 10 ro.;:, 
babis for farther discussion. ~~~ i~ thnt in nw opinion, consista 
the mistn!:o of tho Int0rr:r..tior..e.l ,Z';~':'~~~J:i'it. It is not suf:':"cior .. t 

.that t\vo r..cr..bsZ's oxpress theil' opinivu I;\na. r:~ third mot'"loar ~O:'l:"vd. tl:~· .. : 
It was thoir duty at onca as tho Socrcteri~t, as tho hig~ont 
inst1tutio:l to dcclc.ro that tho present vio\,:s Of ",'loll o.ro i!lc\:'I.~~c.t-

• ible \7ith rr.c!!loership in Left OliPosition. }.nd it >las this clccisicr~ 
not or.ly the protocol, which the Intcr:leticn:.ll Socrato.:.:-ie.t should. 
haVe laid bafo~a ~ll tho seotions tor oxaminutior. onn confir~~t~~r.d 

I tor my part do not hestit~te for n ~oment, in tho name of tho ~UH­
sian Opposition, uhich in spito of ell tho stali:list lies, ~xists, 
groVls, struggles an 1\ gains in influenc3, to declaro 9 II If 7,'011 hold. 
on~the opir.iono \','llich r~e ox!'::essecl in tho protocol cf DQc~15, ho 
must not s~a.y in our rc.:-..1::s anothor t'ilentyGf9ur hoursllo TI:p.t is tlla 
formal proposc.l tih1ch I m~a to the intern~tior.cl Socreturict ~r.~ to 
all the s~ctions. 

~ith Commun~st Greetings 
G. Gourov 
January 4, ~932. 
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,I~ .. . tJV?t. ~ ~ '~f'tlJ -S.J,!,j.. 
f}!:~,. (t,...rc·A~f.S; . 

For your. 1~f.o%cat1on as to tt.o tond~no1~s of tho ~oll oroup. 
we u:re s or.HOB :JO~ a copy cf an a.t't~.cl.o, " Zr.3 P:.l.:~y !n d:m­
gor If r \'.r.1,(.'lJ 01):;05 f!'OLl u ~orr.b~~ ai ~:r.o· Wo;.l r-:0\::.,\'1·'1.') al!'lu bCJ­
.lO'lgo to tha ~:l.bn~l'H of tlH··"st:::to:-.a:2t" aelJ,~ll::)t tho &'ltL::tc'\11i th 
tcth hH.nis" an:! in nri~it1on to t.r.3t is also u tlo::-.bor ot l.ho 
Gcroon 1;8tton~l louJ.ax~h11h 

rublioaticn of tho urticlo in tho ooluons of tho " Percanonto 
Ravolat10n n \1aS re!uDod • ••••••• ~ •••• **.. • ••••••••••••• 

•• 

... e. 

":But I also wish to leave no '(loubt in tho Ll1nda of 
tho co~~un1st oov£~gntt which is hostile to tha St~t0t of the 
faot th~t tte iO?~iinl Bov~rno~nt will not shrink iroe dr~~~n1~ 
ceasures Bnd e:colptior.c.11 x:IJjf.l."tions o.go.inet th&l Oo~st 
r~rt1 ,,~ .. 

( Oh~nogllor Von Schloiohar 1n his radio spoech). 

Zbe Goor-ocio ~nd politicsl difficultiols of Gcr~n cupita11sa 
have b~on Ilnor::;ounly shcl.:rpanvd. Tr..8 B. Y .0. st:ril:\J signalizod tho 
fact tl:o.t thv \,;orkins cl~ss for the;) first tiUJ in yeurs hilS Bonll 
over fro~ ddfJnS9 to ~tt~ok. ~t~ olcction3 sr.culd th~ ~:~tior~l 
Soc'laliEts t::u.t th~ir spootalation on t1 rl3\"olt~ !:u.d fc11ud. In 
spito of all his resistunco. lli~lolr will hUwu7Qn~~r in & bo~gco~s 

• oolition. in ordor to t~ko at least ~ step tJ~t1Id po~or. ~h~ 
stute uppcrutus. in spitd oa tho profound econo~ic und politio~ 
orisis LUS sho',':n itself to bo strong. bO-luUSd r<lioroisu l!~s :J, Btr., 
strong :S.nfluonco in tr..a cacp 0 f th.J \':ori:ing cluos and ba.ltl.use th~ 
O.P.G. t on uccount of its p~st t:lj.s;;:.lk~s hu.s b~~n unubl.> to brea.k 
this influence. Tno Sohloicher C~bin=t ia in position tJ pJrm­
ea.t!) tho;) undurpinnins 0 i tr.;) stu te UPPIl!C tUB v:i th t;)r.lbrJor~i" i.l~­
oist tenioncios. 21:e dl3valopt:lonte in G';~!.l!lny---- if th>! vloriC .. 
lng 010.s3 does not provont in ti~o---- o.pproo.cheS ~ri th 1'I·11:1d 
steps to th03 condition of Pilsur.::::i.'s pol~:1:::. ~ho " RQta 1ar..no 11 

to-day is right 10 pointing to tha wrong uttituda of th~ polish 
I'nrty in connection with thd ?ilsudski in3urroction poriod. ~r.UJ 
op~DOaa is the best pedagogicul e~uplo for the Goruun party. 

The S. P. G. 1s o.pproo.ching tha stuge of the S.P.P • 
botorc its c~pitulo.tion to ?ilsudsk1, in practice lt 1s 
nlrao.dy o~pitulBtins to t!:1l '1 tho so.}io.l general" :lnd thd pra.­
sent chunc~llor Von Schl~ioher. L~ipurtt ~s ho hies~lt says, 
hes nlwo.ys gotton along ;7011 wi til tho) II tha Eooil1 general ". . , 

In such u situution in which thd Sociul Dauo~ruc1 
no longdr wants to fight ,",van in \'[ords, but 1s rdo.dy to oo.p1tulute 
to 0. BOllopa.rtist r~gio~ wi til ~~scist tundonci.:l3 t tl:e po11~1 o.t 
the COLlt:lunist Pur t~T b.Jco{;;)s c:;oro di ffi;;ul t. ~o d';)CJ..1nd of it to-da~ 
t-hn Unit.;)d ~ront froe ubov,J too. is to wuak\ln it ~nd oruco it 
'aBior for the raforoists to c~rr1 through thair b~tru1~1. »ut 

on11 oountor-rovoluti~nuries cun duslIO thiS. 

Aguinst the thraut of illegl\li ty th.JN GlUtit st~nd a 
OOlwoJun1st purty ~·Jh.l.ch is f"irwty uncho::ud in tha tr:.!da unlonB. 
shops, and thoJ un.:Jwployad. bandiit oificas. It des.ll'voS to) be 
ro~ognizod thut todi.~y the purt~~~ hus cO"jplt}t~l~ 81 vlln up the mi S-
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'2~O or d61ay in ~ork w1then the tr~dc uninnn,gvan u~dcr the blo~ 
of cve~ts. T:x..~ tho prccerlt COZ'l"cct llttitudo of tho ~rt~,. in t!10 
"free" t:'ndo un::'C7i3 111 \7il1 r.uccccd in 'i::tmilng the c1ete~i~inil1~ 

influoncc in tho cnopa ~nd the unemployed benefit offices. 0 

Before r.UC~l e. pd.;"ty Cbz.nccllor Von Schle~.cho:t' ~ou1d stand 0.5 
beto14 3 Q 8r'ln:!.ta t"ock. But t.ho ~l"escnt, oitw!tic:'l nlno ~~ts tL~C 

E:At? r.\ &" '~'l t .. cr.> ... ~",~ ''''''0 ;:::~C·,7.·~l:":--;:;:::--::~r-)'" -;:0,-;-0 'ole--·~$"·:'~:-c~c"7""'::'!'~~~_ "-"" · ... r~'-.-l ..... J.\.J .. l..J ........ '.4" .) ._\.. .• , •• 1. ,-,( ..... .LL.\1\w1>-:!.,;J. ... __ ~ ~ t'I'.\.i IV __ 

,." ... ........-.--.-~"' .......... "' .... ....----..-.......... , - . -----.~-.......... -. c ... \.~uotj C~i~'·M'.t!.:n::r.'l,~. \;'0 a.u\.:.i.o.~o QUl'\iiCJ.V~t? r·~ao.~ \;.0 ~\lppo.·'Ii '\/l10 vc.r.:-
f.iW7!SiC-i1r~ii:V;l-~n ~ll Q~~ pO~~~B. ................ .. . 

H. s. 
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