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On the Gourov letter, drawing the lessons of the treschery of

‘Mill, the Lational Coumittee decided to publish it in the

Intern.l Bulletin and to urge all comrades to study it
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: . ‘THE IESSON OF HILL'S TRZASON . L)
T {4 Letter to the Sections) S ; oy

Tho cu86 0f lill represents one of those episodes which, generallr

"speaking, are guite insvitable in the process of selecting an

educating our cadres. The Leit Oppositlon is under torzific pres-
sure. but all sre up to the level. There will still o rot

fewr cases of regrouping and of personel desertion. Ia this letter.”
I would like to drew out of the Mill eisodz certain lessons ¥ii(ch,
it soeus to me, ere simple and not oven to discussion.

Lonin 8p0h0 of ultru-leftistn as an infuntilo meledy. 3But we musi
romstmber that ultra-lefbtism is not the only political inluntile
maledy. There sre others too. A8 everyone knows, children faind
it herd to rowlize thne nature of their illnsss und even iis locue=~
tion. There is something of -the sort in politics, too. 1Y ro-
quires & fuirly high degree of maturity for two groups, at the

-very momont of their birth, to bs uble to define morxre or less

cleurly ths oardinzl points of their differences. More ofven, '
young groups, like sick children, complein of puins in the arm ox
leg while the pain in reality is in the belly. Individuals, or
llttle groups, insufiicion +1y herdened for & tenacious ani long-
renge work of orgunization und education, disillusioned by the
faot that success éoes not full from heuven of itsell, ordéinz :ily
do not taka socount of the fact that the source of their Zzilur
lies in themselves, in their incoansistency, in their softness,'in
their petiy-bourgeois sentiuventelism. They seek the blume Zfor
their shortccmings ouvside of themselves and generelly find i¢ in
the bad cheracier of X or Y. Often enough. they end by wcking & |
bloc with Z, with vaom they do not =gree on anythinz, against Y
with whow, as they scy, they ere in Lgrecment on everJuhino.

Yhen serious revolutionists eare then sstonished or indignunt et

their attitude, they bezin to protest that an "intrigue" is being

woven against them., This pernicious road, observed more than

once in various sectione, has been followed t0 the end in lLiill
opisode .nl that is why it is particulerly instrvctive.

In what wuy 414 M1l11 Lecomo s member of the Afuinistrative Seercta-
riat? I huve suoken of this in my note IOl the press. Luterial
conditions demended the presence &% the Secretariat 0f & person
7ho was closely connected with the centex of the kussian Coposi-
tion, &b le to translate Russian documents, t0 carry on correcpon-
dence, etc. lill appesred as the only pcssible candid.te, pracii-
cally speaking. He dechired his entire solidarity with the Russian
Opposition, and took part in the.struggle ugainst Landau, joswer,
etc. 4ll ouwr cowrades will remember how Lill then, in the courss
of absolutely unprincipled conflicts with ths leeding group of -the
french Laugue, eudaemy tried to concluds & bloc with Fosnmer, who
had slreudy aoanuoaeu whe rarks of the Isugue. :

What did this fuot meen? Xow was it possible for u responsibla
wilitant in the course of £4 hours to chungs his position on a
nighly importunt guestion for the suze o0 ccrnuiderations of a
personsl nature? ills himsel? continued to doclar2 that he nad
no kind of politicul differences with the Russion Opcosition,

only thet Suca &na sSucn rrencn coLwreces "aiswieused nia".,  1n
other worde, ilill hnd recourse to the Suae srguuents which oaly
tha dey boiore he hud condeunsd in Rosmor. Rosmar Lus even built.
on the basis of the opposition of ideas and of wen, & purely
anecdotal tneory which shows beyond uny doubt that Roswmer ovroke
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with the c. I., not becouse he hed raised himself to e higher his-
torical point of view, but because at bottom he had not grovn to
ths understanding of revolutionary policy end tae revoluulonary

party.

The only conclusion which could bs drawn from the unworthy conduct
of Mill wes this: for Mill, princivles are inm general clezzly of
no importsnceo; personal considaratxons symoathxe ,and entipuadchies
: detormine his political conduct to a greater degree than principies
- and idcas. The fact thet Mill could propose a bloc with & wan

whom le hed definel as non-uarxist, zguinst comredes whom he had

hold to bz herxists, showsd clesarly that will was »OLlit ica’ly ari

moxrally Lnreliuble 1d that he was incepeble of keeping his loyal-
‘ ty %o the flag. If he baetrayed on thet day on & emall scale, he

' was ocupadble ol botrayinn tomorrow on & larger soale. fThat was Yhe

’ oonoluszon valeca overy revolutiona.y should huve drawn then.

s The Ruceiun Opnosition, which, more then ell the other sections was
[0} responsible for having brought Mill into the Sgeretariat, inwsdi-
atoly proposad his ramoval frou that body. Eut what huppened?
This proposal, netural, imperious, corrasponding to the entire si-
. tuation, met resistence swong certain comrcdes. In the first rank
e I were the courades of the Spanish section, who even considered it
© possible to propose Liills us the represeatutive of the Spanish
soction 3n tho Internutionul Secreturiut. a4t the sume tiuve they
deolaored thoet they hed no kind 02 politicul difdergnocs with tha
lendorehip 0f thoe International Lelt Opposition.

- This most uncopected step nmudo & shooking impression on many of us
" at tho tiue.. But woasked: By whot do thoe Spanicsh comradoes let
( . fhemselves bo guidsed wnen thoy put up Lill s « bunnere It is
¢lo:r. Thoy see in lill = courude wno has "crossoed", wnd they
haston to t4izo up his deolonse. In othsr woxds, in a politicui
a gquostion of wacoptioarl invortonce, they let thowselves be guided
' by considerations which are not politxczl. not rovolution:ry, but
porsonal and sentiwentcl.

If 1111 tried to conclude 2 bloo with tho desortor Rosner ageinst
the Fronch Ledgue, the le.ding Spunish comrudes concluded & bloc
with il ageinst the hussien, Frencn and a nuader of other sec--
tions, ¢lthouzh in thelr owa words they hed no differencas with
them. We se9 :n what & waze ona can b= lost by being guided, in

- loportunt questions, not by politicutl revolutionary consicazations
but by improssions, sentimentulism, and pexrsonul symoutnles and
antipethies!

The fuct thut Lill "in ssurch of work" entervd into nenotigulo.s
with the 3tilinists aad finally undertokes o "anwask" tha Lef
Opposition in the press has from now c¢ia srhown daflnluelj nat

Mill ie o corrupt potty bourgsois. Surely 120 oav in ouwr ranke
'will deny this., DBut this alonu is not enough; wu wmust underatand
that tho gudden turn of will townrd Rosmer wis in 4t3 tinu only
tho drass roheuzrsul for his present turn towerd thu Stelinists.
The busis for both trunsons w.s the sume iaarequ<0J o2 thu posty
bourgoois who hed fullsn 1nto tho sphore oi revoluvisaadry pO]luLvS

I pause 2% this question with so uuch detail, not om uccouat of
Mill but on sccount of the yuestion of seluction und educating
~ . the cadres oZ the Loft Opposition. This process is fer fxrowm fi-
s nished, elthough it is precisely in this fiuvld thet we havs iupor-
tant successes to our credit.
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The Swanish Opposition et present is going through 2n extromoly dif.
fioult oricig. Che loudersnip oleotod &t the lust conilorcnoe hus
fellon epuxt althoush no prineiplc becis Zox this dscomwosivion cen
be found; for cach umeaber of Yhe Centrul Commitioe, we are rofirzred
to socme particuler psrsonsl roason. SUill, Zor urnyone who in tho pust
hed seriously penetrutea the position 0f the Centrel Coumities of

ths Spunish Oprosition toward the Liill cpisodo, it wus even then claf
that the Cpenish Opposition was on ite wuy toward & crieis. .

In faot, if the leadors of the Svenich Oppesition did not understurnd
tho principle importance of the strugzle which we were currying on
egeinst Rocucr, Lundeu, etc.; if they ¢housht it poscsibdle to elly
themselvos with iill ageinst the Zundeuental cadres of the Interau-
tion2l Opposition; iZ et the came timd they repeatod thut thoy hed
no kind of diffsorences with us und so0 took uwey all jJustificution
from their manncr of acting, for all these rowusons, we could not

"fail to sty to oureslves with alerm, "The leaders of the Spunish

Opposition will scurcaly give a corrcct oxisntation to their section;
but where a wsll-grounded orisntation is lacklng, thore inevitably

‘appaar poresonul motives and feelinzs.” To weld into a whole men ol

difrerent traininz, churucier, temporumont und educertion, ¢un be dons ,
only by tisans of .eledr rovolutionary principles. In thoe .opposito
case, the disintegretion of the organizuticn is inovituble. On pore
sonal syuwpothies, on friendships und clique spirit, nothing cun be
built but e 1lifelcss dabating club of the Souvarine typo or u home

for politicael invelids of the Rosumer iype, and not evon that for longz.

I oust, disagreeablo as the tusk is, again touch a "delicute" point
because the interest of the cuuse Gewmunds it; no sound politiocul

relutions c.n be built on supprossions und convenvionalities,

when in oux letters we usxied the le.dins Spanish comrudes by what (
rinciplo motivaes, by whut politicil zrd orgunigzationul considerutions
they let thousulves bs guided in talking up tho defunce ol Lill ogainst
the kucsiun, CGeruen, Prosnch, Selgiuwn, etc. scotions, wo received

ebout tha folluwing reply, "Ve hwvu the right to huve our ovm oninion”
"o refuse to be ordered ubout," ate. This uncxpootved reply sscavd i
us a highly elerming syupiom. _

Lat us udumit thut someons awong us really hus a tondency-to ordar
peopleo about. Such & fendency should bs resisted, w«nrd the strorzox
the tendsncy the more thu roesistanca. 3nt tho necessity for thu
most rosolute strugglo uguinst uny such hubits of more cowuand weuld
not fres the Svunicsh comrudes of the necessity of vstablishing &
political foundetion for their fructional intervention in fuvor of
Mill ond eguinst the overwhalaing majority of the suctions, In tho
roquest 20r prineiple wotives for suoh end such un wotioa thero io
in no way a ftondency to more couwwrnd. Ivery nmomber of tho Loft
Opposition hns the right to ask the responsible institutions of tho
Left Opposition such & question: Way? To gut rid of the burden of o
coneretvo ancvier by the pure affirmation of tho right to huve ono's
own opinion is to replace mutual ravolutionary obligutiosns by hzlf-
liberel, helf-sontimentel comuwonplaces. aftor such :n &nswer, ©na
could not fail to 3.y %o oneself aguin, "Cortain loading Spunish
comrades havae not, unforturately, n sufficicntly solid couworn .ground
with the Internstionul Loft Opposition. From this procosds shoir

“inattention (o %he history of the Leit Opposition, to tha strugzlaes

through which it has gons, to the selection of cedres whick it hes
arricd thrcugh; from this proceeds 2lco the tundoncy to be guided by
parsonal improssions, by psychologicel estimutions, by individuel
criteria; from this also, the affirmsation of the "libsrty" of opiaicn
instezd of a llarxist foundotion for the ovirion. '
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. It is unncoessary for us to suy how far removea wa are from the
thought of comparing any of tha Spunish coursdes to Mill., Butb .

- 4t remudine u fact that the loeding Spanish comrades have not under-
8t0o0d in time why we attached Lill in an intrunsigeznt munnei end
why we dcuanded that tho others do tho sume. Let us hope Lhet now,
at lesst, thls soerious lesson mey lecd to our coming togethexr und
not. to a future discussion. .

oot. 13, 1932 . G Gourov

***'*—----ﬁo---------******

II.

- MINUDES OF THD INTRRIATIONAYL SIZOKETARIATD
Deosnaber 1o, Llvoi

Present; Vite, Kin, Buuer, Wells

Note to the Scotions: '
' Pleuse considsr tho part or ftho minutss ocon-

ocerning the I.S. Preliminary Conierence, eto. &8 & ocircular.

ITo-~-~Sitvation of tho I.S,: Make note of the proposal of the
Copenhajen Comuituse 0f vne I.S. which calls for . watting ol
the Preliminary Confsrence 0f tho I.L.0. which will elect &

- Plenum composed of represesntatives of various sections, {this

. plenum Should meet weriodically. DRotween the eessions o the
Plenum %he work will bo conductcd by the edministrative secretariat
which will not be composed of dolezates from the sections but
thoss elected by tho Plenum itself.

Kin: agvees with this proposul, tho I.S. hes not sufficient unthoriy
Yhe Plenum whicn will decide «1l importent questions will have wuer

more. In view 0f the speciul ciicumstences it is impossible to ccn-
- tinue-the wor«K in Berlin. All these questions, e.g. the meetiny

place of the I.S. cun be decided only by the Preliminery Conforaace

. A Committeo must bs forwed in Paris, as it is impossitle in Bszlin
to muke thc prepsrations for the Lreliminury Conieresace. This
Coumittes will be composed of wembers o the I.S. Tha Cemmuiviee
will bs composzd o2 moubers of the I.S. “he coumittzo will te 2ou-
posaed of the members of ths I.S. present in this city, 02 a raepro-
sentutive 0f ths II.I.0. end of . representztive of the French ILiau.
Yhis comnitics will have ua its tusl the preparation o2 tho rreiini-
naxy Confereace ..né will carxry on &ll worik in thae weuntime., It wil.
be responsible for the I.S. the E.C. 0f tho ¥rench Ligue is in
asgreemont. ' )

Well: Agroes with the proposal of the Preliminary Conference and
- with otherproposals but is nguinst the preparution of the foruer
Bg a coumittes; prepuration should be m.de in Berlin by tho 1.8,
herwise th.v will bring to wind the liguiduation of the Seoretarirnt
in Paris.

Kin: The dangor that 7ell reises exists but it cannot be otherwis

8 impossible for us to continus the work here. Cowmrads JVell
himself has not beoon abla to give tho nrocessary cooporation to
continue the work. The sections will undorstund tnat we zre forced
to form & vrovisional oonmmitteo. .
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in the Gorwan 0. Jall dous £J% spsax on this question.

~-5-

ner; States that thereé 15 & diftsrence ia .,
par% of Well. In the German lesadership comrads Senine shu¥es
Wall's viewpoint saving thet -~ne trzasfer will cuusa dierrankaa

~

Woll: H.s the impreseion thai a roorgeniz. tion of the I.S. hes
given cause for u lieing inforwation from comrede Bdusr to T.R,
Bauner h.s furnishad felse inforw.tioa on thu Garman. d1£¢aranc@

Kin: Ths Copenhageon proposal concerniag tha reorganization of
the I.5., wes decided upon bedore Bausr cume to Copanhugen. VWell
eccucation is conbequcntly without Zoundction and befors these
differonces took an scute form; the roorganization is dictated
by other cacnsiderations. fTho situation in Germany 4s not conauv-
cive to intornational politicul work. f©The cJ.mradss tvhat nave
oarried on this worx find it impocsible to continue--supplementa-
Ty explunations will be given &% the rreliminary COnferonua.

| Vite: Ve huve already dacided on the necessity for tho P Ce This

doos not cull for a trensfer but Zor the creation of a proviu*Ja-
el coumittsu. Agress with the proposals. The P.C. will Guciiy
what to do.

RESOLUTION: The I.S. taking note of the proposul of the Copon-
hugen Coumittoe declares its agresment stating thut the P.C.
chould be held as soon as poesxble. (?ho decision ulroudy
taken previously by I.S.) 0t having the possibilitios to muko
practical proparations in Berlin the I.S. has <resutad a provi-
sional coumittes compossd of its members, delegate of tha I.3.,
comrede Vite, who will go tc P., and of ¢ represcntutive of the

- Ligue, and of the KIO. Vote: 7wo votes for, one vote ug.inst

the ore.tion of the coamwitvtea (for the continuation of the work
in Berlin), . (

2,--Prolininary Conference: spproxiueta dete fixsd. It will be
communic.v¢d O ¢nd secridns soon. -he dute is very neur, The
lesderships of the sections should uexe imuediats preparasions.
A8ond. of the preliminury conference: l) Reoyort of the I.S.,
composition of the Plenua, itvs stetutss, otec.; &) Pregarution
for the International Coafereaco; o) keo,ort of the soctions,

All eseotions should send their reprosentutives to the frelimin
Conferoncu .nd tuxas churge of the pructicul end of tha trip. Tie
I.S, will esteblish u sm.ll fund to help thosae swvctions wnich
ure not completely uble to meet the obligation. But the sactiong
should kevp in wind that these funds will ba vory liwoitod and ’
should cournt on thousslves. Tho &«id will be given in axcaptio4~
al ou:sus and only to the wost importunt sectioans.

Particula: cusa:  Poland. In view of the fuot that we have nc
Polisn saction the I.S. belioves thut u comrude dolegated by the
gr%up Jor thoe frection) of thoss comrades who -re in agrooucnt
with us,

Austrias It is hopod that tho (Mauyer) sroup will b3
iiprosentod witn & oonsultative voice, 1f it can meet its oti 1bﬁ
ons.

- Bordigists Politicael discussion with thre Bordio s |
for the past yaar have yielded no rasults, and thoir prosvs .v |
will not yield uny politicual results. e must discusc with i
them, but not at un internal conference. It i3 a tondency which!
is foroign to us on the essontial questions. <The proposvl of
the Itulxan Coumittee «t Copernhagon, sent to the sections, ie
roed. <This proposal states that the Bordigists are alien to ue
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anl proposss to clarify this by refersndum of the sestions on our
rolations with them. Thet is to say, to separats ourselves from
them. ZForwally the Bordigists have nover baen a saction, nsitnoar
politically roxr nave thoy particijpsted in thoe lifs of the I.L.0.

Instead of discussing our imnortant questions the prel*minary
conferonca would corduct endless discussions on guestions like
the United Front, ete. 2That wiovld sianily tho dessreetion of

the Bre11m1ner Cornferonce., The ?’ﬂnum 2lectad can consearate

& spoclal sazg.lon e: cluszvely for the pPordigiats snd discuse the
basic questions with them. 'The secticns wusy decide whothax

the Bordigists cen persicipa®y in the pleliminary oonfesenca.

Tho I.5. canuot decide such imperiant questions. K. comnunicates
that the French E.C., while svidcatly ovposed 60 the politiceal
position of tho Bordigists, has cdsclured iteell in Raver ol thair
parvicipation in tho preoliminary confsrsnce, 80 as not to be
aocusad of having "bureaucratically" eliminated them. Lhis doci-
elcn is in contrsdiction with tho Coponhagen proposcls.

Well: Docl.res hiuself in fzvor of the invitation, sharing ths
opinion of the PFronch coursdes. :

Jitae: Declares ezninst tha par*ivipa+ion of the Bordigists, ro-
c

by
is
quastlon in & nagative sensg, and th.t 211 the scctions g2ava
their approvel to this point of the Gourov lettor.

Bauaer: Also states th.t tho question is liguidated bJ the Gourov
Tetior. It is not a formsl, but & politicul gquastion. Ko is
opposad to the par tic\putld. of theo Bozdlglsts.

Docision: whe Bordigists 3o not atwend on our politicel pecsition
(GCo not eccopt tho Pvurth Consress, uge Lnuu the United Pronv,
¢galinst the Iemocratis slogens, efc.) 42ha question on vho wWiols
hes elresdy been rulsd upoa by the vots on the Gourov letter.
The I.S. daolareb esoeinst che pa:zlc_n“tlon in the preliminery
confsrence. by sections suouvld r“"J vinethoy in their opinion
the Bordaigists should Pﬂ*tiulu-uJ in tho pre*imwn ry confcrance
0X nOv. Jhy ssccltions slouwld cllurasy thorr dacision t0 ths
conferenco vwhuthar the “oraxg& ts aze vembers of the I.L.0. or |
not. (re docision of %no I.5. is eurried ugainst the vote of ;
Well, who while in ugrosuent $hot %he Bordizises heve no place in

OUr rdnks thinks we G:hnet fall 0 invite thom on formel grounis,
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