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Results of the - Discussion ard Voting on the

Plenuns Resolutions.

LaxIsx ‘ . "
“hs nenbership referendum on ths ueclsions 0f the Plenun

- showad the fOllOWlu” results;

1) The International Rs oluulon Yeceived generul approval,
with none votinz cziinst ena U duscaining (d,l ubtstentions bsing

——aly

in the Kew York Branuh)

, © 2) Trhe Resolution of the l'njori t" ca tre Situanti n tra

How York Drencn  IoCeiVea €O vOueS WLl 6% $05nlyd Goiindt id

12 2bSUSnUions.  7ae L1n011ty resolution oa the cans tien

"received 27 votes in favor with 28 against ond L& abstaining.
stentions

%ha voyss cast against oo~k IGSO1uu10Fu as wall as tha ab
viere all in the Lew York Zainch,

3) Zke Resolu*tion on ths Tcronto Dronch raceived a nejority
of the votes, wivr J0 wosveasions ia wihe Law York Branch and
some meabers of otvher bransches not recoréing theuselves spocifinaily

—,ﬂ.;)uo Lo comradas NS A

- B5) "The Provosal of the Plenun 495 ¢

Goxdon erd Cleryu Lh_sng . 2viCiul SOuwniiited aCaLT e DY No

In fuvor, ¢o egeincv cno 10 aDSTLINIng. Cho Chicugo Branch wii2i
racordsd itsell cgaisnst the co-optutions Ly o vote o 9 to 4.,

with 2 abat31~1ng, declared in fevor ¢f tha foxwmation ¢f u polrtsicni
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‘commities of five members to bs composed of fannon, Swabsck,

o
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Oshleor, Shachtwmun und Abern ox Glovxer. The voting on tnis srop
was 9 in favor, 1l against und 5 abstaining _
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Tho membership discussion end raferendun on the Flenun decisions

insteed of oodersting, hri becoule wore agpraveted since tha Plenum.

" Tnose features vay be Sucuzrized aun £0liows:

. . 1) The decisive mejority of tho wmemhaxs suppoxseé th2 ctanﬁpoin{(
of the Yaitiornzl Counittoe onnall the resmolutions 52 the 2lerum - :

&1l these xosolutiona, wikliout exqeption; were andorsed.

£0 Tre co-ouptations 40 the - Natioral Coumitteo, Which viers

. proposed by the Plenvm majority as en alternative Yo the forunrtion

-

" Bronch who are put o2 line with the basic policy of the Laague,

"of a political comuitites which would refloct tho vajoriiy 0l ihe

Plenur., failed of a wajority by 6 votes. -Ths Carter group in ﬂthe ’
Yev York birench, which was condenned by both grouvs of the MNCuat tThe

‘Plenum, e2st tho deciding votes against the co-optations. Gther

comradas who are in confliet with the NG on iaportant political "

‘questions, (Bostcn Br.) also votod ugainst ths cu-optations.

3) A group of nine ccuracdes in the Wew York Br. following
the lecd of comradcs Cuarter and Stone, akstuined froa voting on the

-...Internationsl resoluticn on the ground of “insufficient inforration" «

the only wembers in the entire Lesgue who reguired wore "informatioldl
to take a positive stand ugainst tho disirvegrating ovlouents in the
European sections. Since then conrade Certaxr hus oponly attuckod

the Internationcl resclution at Braach meatiags.

4) This feilure of the Curfor group tc support the nost (
loportent yrescolution of the Plenun 4id not drew tho wincrity of the
3¢ cluscr to the wajoxity in the sizuggle ageinst the influcnce o2
this group, &8 politicul soxiousness und consistency would dictata.
On the contiury, ever sincs the Plonum the uincrity has coubina2d
forces with {thoe Czrtox group and othexr eleuants in tho  lisw Yorlk:
W &
Zight the Nztiounal Couuittee. Outsidc o2 Few York the winority
¢L the NC Zorus a closes factional waity with coorades o2 the Bustun
Brenoh who are in conflict with tho X0 as o whele on questions which
have a principie cheracior, and utilizoes tnis Bruash £or tho adon-

‘tion of factional resolutions against tho H ¢ .

Et is this disregurd of 2ll prineinla considoratiosns whicer
intensifies the internal crisis, pcisons The &T0sprerv «nd pLralycos
the extornel work of tho Leoague. It can ho said now with cortuinvy.
in the light o what has traaspired since the Plenun, that ths chiesf
obstacle in the way cf & real dovolonusnt of the extornul work of
the league at the prosaont tiwe is tho Lactionel strugpglo zgoinst the
¢ in which no sauiblencoe of 2 separcte platforn, or uvvon of a soxisuse
difforonco on a singlo impoxtunt gquestion of oxtornul policy, hus

.boen broughit foxrwarad.

ot only is the prsctical work of the Le2gud (sspecivlly in I ¥)
haupered ond cisrupted by this stato of =ffeixs, but tho internul
vork of éssiuilating Ziinexperiencsd comrudes and truining thow in

"the understanding and tno spirit o covcunisma hes to na2izy its war

elowly and wilh the grestest difficuliy trhrough & voritavlo 2ug of

R deusgogy, poisonous porsonal accusaticns, and political cynicisu.

But . . ) oo,

;};,,
.
haes
.

‘revesled a nunber of selient festures which give the key to an )
understanding o2 tha preseni internsl crisic of the Leegus wiiceh, ("' :
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"Zut, on the other hand, tha elumenuarv ccmutnist edneation - tho
training of the ”Qﬂfudvs t0 wotivéte thesseives by fundeuental
politicel considarations - which is achieved iu tho fucas of tho
pressat obstaclas is all tha uore fitmly q:oku‘eo and sinks oll
daopar into the consciouvecssss cf the comradvus and aras them fov
future. Lossons learzed ia stragele wed nov ousily forzoetten.
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. 5) The New Yok Rranch renains as heforo tha focal point ¢
tho intornal crisis, zltheugh it nust not be denied tnat ths »we
,znﬁc501zxcﬂ“"ﬁzo,uhch;ﬁur*xvxcih»cﬂczgnaxgs,vc'**}a
BJSu-FlG“um drscussion hes uncovered a autber of the sane bhasic
woxxneses und conirudictions throughout tno Isague as a wholo. In
is zeflected the fact thuat botween the foruel accapiarce cf the
platfornm cf the Left (pposition 2nd a goauine essinilation of it
. thoro is & long way to go. Tho intornaiiounal vxperdcice of the Ialt
Opposition 2ll gees to show that this distzncae is nototo be iruvelilic '
- without difficuity, especially when sone 0f those wno are regarded «s
leaders sot obstucles in the p-th. It is in tho Now Yoxk sranch , in
which tho raesidont uwecmbers of the NC dirsctly nurticipute, thev -h?
v

LIRSS
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,w"‘ results of this conduct munifest ftrewselves wost clouriy. For ihu
2., Yeason the situution in the Wow York Branch brings out the xeul

YA

essonca oi the cunflict end reguires now the cloSeet attentizn of the
antixe Isague uiemdersiip, znd of the Intornutional orgaanizuiion of

) the Loft Ovposition 2s wall.

The hoforogencous . composition .2 the ¥ew York Branck, cnd tha
lack of political expericanca end party tradition, would uzka its
davelopiont into u genuinag vangucrd commrnist ozauntvgclon a protrucs2
‘process in any casc. But Zor ell that a2 upmited leadsrsliv, working
. genseiously 4o trnis cnd and co-opoereting loyually in a cunsicient and

Loanyielding strugsgle ecpainst aistelen cencepiions and felso fendencis
~could cducato und consoliduvo the Evencn in a ncrwal etnosphere and
- without serious convuisions.

" Zhe refusal vf tre minority of the NG to co—oparate in this
ioperative and unposiponehle wuglk, despiie the political agraocuwent
with us which they procluined at k2 Elanum, comnplicates 1ho pistlen

63s the struggle at- gvery step

- in the highest dugrus and countere

This conduct is loading the Branch onto a dangexcus path which
~ brings its mejority wuoro and wor2 into comrlict with tha Tationai
Comnlutﬁc and undorminss tho besis fox = comwon approach v the

-

‘ﬁ'_ political tasks oI tho L2ague und effzctive collnc::aJ_an i lno dailiy

el

Tn

work. Rofocting collaouration Wluh the ejortty of the I8 on (is
. basis of the Plonua resolutions. the minoxity 28 compollod by %ho
~.logic of tho situztion to baso i65nlf on prosisely thiosa 2leonmenss
- . who stand in opposition $0 theso resolutions as well &s to other
_parts of our common platiorm. ITT Jorns faclional coubviraticz with
. all theso olanients, nat execluvding cven thoso individuels whose
unbridled agistation a2gaipst the i € benrs an ugly teint, alicn 6o
.. eotwunisy 2nd in reality diroctcd against its nose elcmontnry
conccptlono. i _ .
o Tno fuctional campaign of the minority ag2inst the National
Comittoo bousts vl 2 'ﬂ 1ority" in the "cc York 2xznch. 3But thce
vot;ng in the BIJnuh on tha Plsn W1 Yosol alonb, 2nd sowo, sSubsceguont
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political tests, show pleinly what this "wajority" looks lile from

& polificol stendpoint. On tho resolutions dovovod to the situztion (

78

in tho ijew York Dranch the voiing snowed the f£ollowing: TFor tae
resolution o2 the I ¢ 19; for tha resolution of tho winorivy 1i;

~eg2inst both resolutions 18; abstainire 18. Hore is revauled a

sufficicnt diversity o2 opinion to show how sadly thoe "wajorilty® is

-@ividced on ono of the two wost nmporsant decisions of the Plenuu.

Lgeinst tre Carter groun, which the minority condeuned hy resdlubion

at tho FPlenuw, it could not vnito wore than 11 vetss. Butl grainst the
’C mejority, with waich it recorded its agreecuont et the Fleruw, it

';cauld unite its own 1i votes, plus tho 1€ who votod zgainst any
.eriticisw of the Carter group, plus tho 12 (with 2 or 3 iaczidontel
. ¢xceptions ) whu abstained ixroum voting one way or endsthor.

Atuthe Plenun tho minority joined with ¢ho omujority in support
¢f tho internutiorael resolution. In.trne Brunch voting, 9 conriedes
ubstaincd on this docisive quostion. But in the Tranch nceting,
oa practically cevexry guestion - including the eloctions - this unit,

of tho ¢ is nuwhoro registorvd. On tho coniraru, thoso 92 "ubstun-

tionists" aro systowatically included in tho "wajority™ wilch uulees

-, 8p0x G of "ceondeuning" tne Nutioral Coumitvtees

In tho rocant oxchungo with Jeisbord the Rationul Counilses
stood unitad in ivs poliey, us indcod it has boon freu the inception
of this issusc: In the Brauanch a conciliuvioatat attitudo btoward tho
views 02 esibord wedg its uppezrance, on the vart of u fav courade
vho cawo to the Lesguo rathor rocently. (ne of thom wont 8o {ar ac

-violeve discipling in tho strufflo of tho Leaguwo azeirst ithe disruptiive

peneuvors of (Jesivoxd. DHos tho winorivy join with tho wajorisy

0f thao IC %o corrcet his numerous misconceniions o which tho a6~
ciliaviuvnist attitudéo sowurd 'esibperd and tiae violution uf discinline
wero torely xeilsctions? Ry no woans. e 1w included in the Braneh
Fuajority" end wes rewarded. dospite nis short tino in the Lorguo, by
eloction to tho oxocuiive coumiizae - & tacy of 1l wombens oui o
whioh the supportor o2 the KC weora a&llowed oaly tHwo placas,

With such displueys of volitical inconsistency on tho part o?
those who should ba teachers, with the Bramech in the ceoutrul o a
pejority that is "ageinst tha NG " but which has nover yot beea .
tv countvor~pose a difforent policy egeianst that of tho WC on a )
single iuportent question, it is not surprisiag that the politicsl
levoll 32 tho Drench is low, that tho atacsphourg i poisoned wita

guorrels where perscinal insults take the place of political argouent.
~and that all kinds of fuctional oxcesses oro counidsed,

It ocould nut be otherwise. Cérmuunists have nevor yot beon
asducctaed in the school o2 potity bourgovis polities., And with the
sano ocertitude it cun bo suid that the Branch cannot cuosrge I{rsu the
crisis without o catustrovho until o wajority is cunsitutud within
in that is united in its political aiwus und governod in its cetisns
fundurientel political considorations. . Tre N3 will noé xolent in ise
sjrugglo o ruise tho Brunch, und with the Leugue, out 5f tho cerisis
on thic, the unly principled puth. In this wo axg £ully centitlod 4o
the suppert o2 tha wpeubership of the Lozgud end of the Intsrnatiovnal
orgunization o the Lofv Opposition, for wo are fighting 20r the
prosexvadion 92 the Louguo and for ite future.

' National Coumittee Txoo, Gommittee




