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OUR ATSWIR ¢ THZ STUPIUENT OF TEI FATIONAI NCICIITTRR %o

OF THE COMLTHIST LZAGUD CT AMZITIA OFIC3TPTON)---STATEY

WENT OF TEE COLUNIST T2AG7S OF 373U6°LE (adhering to
the International Left Cpposition)

The recent statement of tre lational Committee of the Communist
League of America (Opposition) on the lLetter of Comrade Tfotsky snd
the reply of the Communist league of Strugrle, in spite of the dis-
sgreements we have with it, has brought us a step nearer to unificstion,

%e note thet in the opinion of the "sticnal Committee"our revrly to :
Comrade Trotsky constitutes a "turn in the directicn of the Teft Cpposition
on the most importsnt princivle guestions,” and that " Ye cen te sssured
that some, if not 811, of the “eisbord grouw (TEZ Communiet Tearue of
Struggle is deszonated rere note) will find their way to commnlete fusjon
with us., Ané it goes without saying thrat the Wationel Committee™ will dos:
all in 1ts vower to Tacillatate end hasten this nrocess, without nutting -
unnecessary obstacles in- the way or im osing unrescsonatle conditions,”™
Purther the "lztionzl Committee" declares: "The genersl direction of
Weisbord and the comrades associsted with him, over a period now of seversl
+es hes been toward the Left Opposition.”

Yet we note, that in svite of this step forward, the "stional Committee”
refects our offer for totl organizstions to come together on the tessis of
prin¢iples of tke International Ieft Cpposition, =snd on Comrade Trotsky's
letter and our reply to it. "The "lsticonal Cormmittee" states: "3 donot
regerd its letter to Comrade Trotsky as adequate...we deem a restatement
by the Yeistbord group {the Bommunist league of Strugvle is meant here) san
essential rreliminery to further stoeps of unificrtions.

Y¢ do not intent to anter here and nocw into the many secondary quest{ e
rsiced by the "National Committce". e intend to stick to the principle
iscues. Yor do we intend to engasge in a long series o?f letters eech running
into many peges. Tong sgo we declered our wil-ingness to meet with the
Committce of tre Communist Yergne of Anm. Our offers have teen steesdily
relected. Ve regerd this "long-range” tectic of endless 1etter-wr~t1n0 a9 a
maneuver to delay discussione thst could lead to unity.

In his last Tetter to us, Comrade Trotsky raised three nrincinle roints:
1. The question of tre lanor ¥a ty. 2. The question of Centrism and 3. The
question of mass work. as tke "llationesl Committee"” evidently hes no basic
differences with us on our position on the Tabor Fsrty we shall turn to
the other two =oints, :

1, The "uestion of Centriem. ' -

“e believe thet our statement thet "on the genersl question of centrism
we feel thet our differences are not very great and in some resvects are
not very grest and in some respects are only of a formal charescier” will
be agreed to by Comrsde Trotsxky himself. “hat is the specific guestion
involved here? It is whether tre term "centrism" shall be given to a Com-~-
munigt wing as well rg to a left-Socialist deviation or should the term
be confined only to the latt<r type.(as revresented for examnle by
Isutsky, Adler et all.). Comrade Trotsky answers that the word "centrism"
shonld cover ALL deviations toth of a Socialist and Communist character,
between the official carmv of reformism (Social-TCemocrecy end Communismr
(the Left Ovnosition). This means thet not only the S.A.P. in Germany .ut
the Iovestone pronp ané the buresucratic centrist groups, which differ
among themselves, which one is the "nearest to us, the Teft Crposition
deponds above nll not on the formulne of these grouvs but on their

dynanics., And for this a
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¢eacrata stuly of each g“oup'za vart of its actual historic,eqvir-

T ounment 16 necadfery. We bellava (omrada Trotaky’s wnelysis ;us

very little in eccudon with tho focrunlee often bardiod aoout in %tho
6craun:ot Iaasue ¢f America, such as W3 c¢on univo with ceontrists
bt not wrth th gight” "0entristas are noarer the Loft than Tho

" Right' efc., when hj the ter *Rights is nmoant Gouaunist grotups

whom Trotsky aleo places tho broud cutogory “centrist groupns.
I this rTespectd our views were closey To (omredo {rots: y's thu
thos6e of the Auncerican Leagve. Ihat is wany it is coriect to q,y
our differuncos with Courede Trovwelry cn this goneral question waere
walnly foruwel.

Wo find this annlysis of Cowrudo ”rJ,SkJ on Centriso very
helpful sind an analysic which vwe aro quits ruady to _ccenJ os it
#ivos us u bottor undorstending of uctuality than boforos und cor-
responds bottsy to thu nsods of the wousnbta. Wo «wre no longor in
tho pexriod of 1919 whon it vias noscessary to split shaiply all gon-
punists frou tho Socialists. This process has buen dona. Vhot is
necassary now is to raiso clsar und high the baanor oL ths Lot
0o 08ition &s sopuerate frowm all the other groups. Zrnat is why wo
aro reedy to chunge the torwinolcgy by vwhich Coeatrisiul wezrns & S0C-
ialist trend, u texuinology followod by Lwenin £32 ¥ PINZ? Zor
the one proposed ty Coureds frotsky. In this respoct Comr.do 2rot-
8Ky only continues tho method o Lonin under now circuustuncas
that call foxr diffsrcent conclusions.

Tho "lational Comuittao"™ states thut on this question of
contrism wo have not Yuken a salfd--critical attitudo. This is not
guitc so.. In our role %y Cowruadu Trotsky wae declured: “Wo 4o not
viish to deny thuat in tho course 02 existence we huve wade SOwg Scis
rious orrors both in our Guﬂ@“&l pro~“un (2or oxumplo on the ia-
box Pariy question, QUK LIST nLu I ALLOVIEG -;d InELESHI0N 20 CZR

v

ABROAD TMuW W2 WISHED a BLOG WITH DH® WIGHD WILG (our Gd)n$alb)

end our wuistuka in ignoring on caortuin unSulono the grevt crivi-
cal ectivity alrgady &onoewby the [,0it Opposition, oftc.) &nd in oux
practice.®

Tha "Nationzl Committae" agein affiruws, in spits of our de-~
nial, thatbwo were for u Bloc, that is & gencrel vague L‘liuuCu,
with ths Right Vlings Aand %o prove this the "Webtionul Couittcol
quotes, not fror the th'sos Of tho Cowwurist Leeguo of Suvu~°lv
but frou an :xticlo of Weisborc BIMRLE THED COieuUIIIST LB.GUID 2

.y o

- STRUGGLZ 1128 ORG.UIZED. Xnowing tho folso interpretetion tihst ino

lozdership of thao Awericun Leugve had previously placad on tuis
draft oartizle, tha group deli b=rx+a'" changad tho origin.l forru-
lation so us not to allow this faice insarprotution 5 g.in ground.
It is 81gn1;100nt 2% tha wethod o‘ the Jlation.l bOdnlttLG" Ln“t

it doos not tuks the formulation of the whole group but of « pievi-
ously writton"DRAPT" (It wus nmerksd "ITAPT) stabousnt o2 ona of
i%¥s mowmbers. Lnd in this conneciion ve uust point ovut how tho "o~
tional Counittec®™ has constuntly slurred and undsresticated our
orgenization und its ontiro wentcorship by constuntly insinu=ting
that it consists of only ons peresdn. It is a« wystery to us Jiuti

t0o find ovt Jjust how these wathods cun raisa the influsenco of the .

Intornational Lelt Opposition in ansricu,

What wes tho poiny in essance of Comrdda Vaisbord's drufo
statomont sinco it is this draift that is given &s proof that tho
Ccoumunist Luuvuo of Strugglo and tho amo*lc&n Leuguezcaanvt 2ot




—

3

togathor? Comrado Woisbord statod in ossonco whut we have stuted
in ouvr rcply 4o the letvtor Lf coureaa Trotsxy, nuaoly thut it is 3

-quise possiblo “hut circuwsStances wuy arisc whore it will ba «d-

x*lbncaous £5x us to form 4 united fxonv Lncluding the right wing

van vaer o the Party rofuses ©s join or Jovexn Plrnus it,; and that
tha rg3ults of such a unitod front could be to reostablish wiss
work and eoven to holp refurn the C¢ouwtnist Purty. I[s this doni.d
by the "Nutionul Cowwitsac%? Jut tho "Nationul Cownitteo® itsel?
orgunlzcd such u Uaitué Zxornt witk tho Right Wiag {Lovestone, jlus-
%3 and Cu,.) in the lurine Cugui :

&

Hoxe is whut the "N.utional COLmi toe" thought of tho work of
this. unitod froant with Lovestono on the iarino cusov: "Zho westing
is expuected to ba tho starting p01nt {or & roully populer dovolop-
went of tho wmoveuent through DLD¢10 uﬂlt¢$10n.“ (leltwnt Dac. 26,
193L). In tho saud issua 07 tho i itent, acesrdaing tv J, P. Cun~’
non, this united 2ront with tho ¥Ri nz" ves having tho rssuls thot
"tho honest and cluss-conscious aluments in @)1 workors orgunizate
ions aro ussorting thewselves in fuvor a2 & united povemcnt o do-
fond tho victius of tho {rems-up...overy duy 890s now forces ro-
cruitod for the fight."

In tho Iilitunt o2 Jan. 2, 1932, wo resd: "4ll tha activity of
thae comnittoe hes beon curried on undor $ha bannor ol tho unitod
front of labor against tho fruwg-up syston; £n3 corroctness 0%
this policy ond $ho offsctivencss of the .ppozl 2or tho ivprisuinad
workers was indicotod by tho rosponsg thut hes clreawdy bocn gain--
ods Orgenizations and groups naving tho wideav diicroncos on Ga-
ny quastisns o2 p*inﬂlpla and tafiics ure uniting f£or & cowion
fight for tro icprisonod narlna workors. ¢O° ”U‘ FIRST VI3 IN
YDiRS V2 SZZ 062 SICES OF 4 GIHUILS UHIDED SROKD LOVM-EXI rathG
SHAPRE." (Cur cuphusis).

Hora is whut the Iilitunt of Jen. 6, 1232 had ¢o5 suy «ebout tha
work ¢of this united front with Lovestons and inuaste without cnd a-
gainst the Counwunist Rarty: "Zor tho first tiwg in yours ifowvVYorsk

rkars belonging o various political tendoncios not together,
swayad by & fcalzng oZ genuing working class solidurity in tho
face of tho viciots cluss cneny...Hll Spoaliers vero wall roceived.
Dospite the uuniZold political sahudes und colors 2ll appaarad to
ba unitod to provent the c;pit&lis* cless Jrouw taking adventego of
tho disschsions within the working class ;or their own ondsy Zha
neoting xop*escqts a connonéubly attoupt ¢o0 c¢lose tho ruanks in
warding of2 tho bluws of government opprossion of workars and
vir rkaxs institutions...:ha 4bsolute nccossity ol uction in cusus
such a8 trat o0 tho three tarine workors will not fail 4o uwakon
tho woxrkors, Couaunist «nd non-Comvanlsu to nrolgstarian solidarie
t¥esesho forco of wnitved working cluss dofonce is irroesistiblo.”

aAnd in tho vory sawe issue J. 2. Cennon wroto about this moot~

"ing of the unitod front with the right contrists: "[fo singla ovont

in racent yours has dono 80 wuch to reise the hopos of the r..dical
workers that a wey cen be found despito 211 tho difforencas bo-
voon tho variouvs organizations cné groups 2or tho radicul werkos

. Yo got togethor for a uvnited flght o3ainst tho class gnauy.

WZhigo weeting lixe vhe deicnco cluwittea which up0ﬁsor ad it
wes ea experiwmoent in cooperation on a sinzTd issue o2 tho cluse
etruzglo, the defenca of persecutod worxors. Lo done cun dany that
i¢ wado @ good showing fha hull wes pecked to the doors and tho
sontincent 2oxr unity ‘o°oundod in tho uppleuse which groocted spouil-

er eftor soeaker vho awelt on this thawoe Lilitant unicnisis,
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Conuuvaists, anarchists, syndicalists ond Stcefalists woroe rapro-

"gonted on the platform 2s wall us in tho acdimpoa. Fho chisf

faaturo of the whole affuir and tho ons that dotermined its euibdn-
stantio epirid was the f.rmul uppauruncs of uw wnited front, haere
i3 ¢vory roason for tho pusiizsus of the united front ancng whon
wo belong to rogurd the dononsiralion as & significant step Lr-~
ward." . ) . ,

This wus the flowexy languupge nsed by the "Nationa)l Coun.ittoo®
meabersvat thair firet attoant to Morwm a diny united front aovo-
pnont. Wo 40 not wish at this woment to go ints the cuse oz the
Marine Dafonce Couittoo and ths mennsr in which the "ationul
Conmittoa" conductsd theoir end of this unilted front. 4t ths prop-
or tiuae wo intond to show that in this affuir the Anericun L3ngus
was forcad to zct us tho rad nuint to covur the neliad trsucchary
and vicious adventurism of tha Iovostoro Right wing group on tho
waterfront end thut on n> occusion Gid tho alivorican Le:igue louder-
ship distinguish itsel froum ths Right wing oslcwments in %he Do-
fonco Conuitsco. Wo do not wish to show horo that the "lNetiocnel
Conuittos” svon tried to uso the Dafenca Couwwittes to build usord,
0f now lubor dsfoncs budy &s « countorweight to tho Intornutional
Labor Doifence, but whut wo 6> want to point osut is thut HIz3 V3
HaVE PHS "RATIObAL COMLIDIEY ITSELP DACLARING CHLD A UNIDZID PROUZ
WITH THD RIGI? CAll BE FORLED O A GIVEI ISSUN 2E.D WILL .A0USE
MASSZZ ARD LEZBUILD . kuSS DIFDIUTIE LOVILESHR O CORRICY LIUZS Ald

REPCRII TEZ PARYY IN SPITE 02 THE PARRICIPLTION OF THL RIGED WILG.

Sinco the anericoen YLoagus is intorestod in solf-criticisa wa
would Jika to ask iLf tho "letional Counitted" still baliasves it
was correct not to furm wnited front cowuwittgus L£or thoe rsloase of
llorgonstern and Go.dnan, vhst Lt should not nave participatcd in

- tho united Zront cz=lled by tha I. V. V. on tha Centraliw casgs end

by tho Socielist 2arty on the lioJdneoy cusa. DNoss not tho “ilationel
Comtaittaa" Xnow that it wias OUR CROUY ALONE THaQ URUILD DHI 2LEIER
OF TEE LI22 OPLOSITION IN WZESTE COUTIRIZNICES alND THAD YE LLOUD

FOUGHY RH3 RIGHT WILZ IOVISLOND GuneUr? lonstuntly distorting the

etutenonts of Cumrado V/olsbord and going buck to plein gossios L
quotations fron axticles writton belora our group was organized,
tho "rationol Cunnitios" uso08 this wathod €0 oover up all its oY
s on tho united Lront work, orrors thaid have coust the whole

- Left Oppusition dourly uxnd lot tho wovement stagnunt £or « loag

tine.
II. Tho Question of luss Vork

On tho quostion of nuss work w3 4o not wish ¢ty rapeus what we
have eaid in sur roply to (Qomrude rotsky dbut wo cennot holy nos-
ing thu rosistunce ¢n tha purt 02 tho "iationul Comudtbco" to this
part of Cowrado Srotsky's latoeyr eand to its lack 02 seli-criticisa
whon it blumos its luck of mass work solely upon thae laci ¢f watns.

- &lVys pooplse heve blunud their fuilure to do their duty uwpon

"leck o2 rcsourcas, the concrete situction of the wouent, the reo-

lation of fourcos", atce HoOwaever the "lutionul Ccunittee" woituully
goos wvuch furthor thun this. It decleres in its stutouont: Wis
alvays edoaciderod tno quostioa ©s pert =nd perccel 22 thc uwun
the orgunizution, it3s res.urcss, the concrete situxtion ¢f Lhe no-
nent, tho relution oI forcos und ABOVE ALL TED PUIDALENTLL PRIUCI~
PLES 02 OUR IAC2IONM (our owphesis). {net doos this ween? It can
only meen that 12 nd wass work wus doneg it wus beceuso moss wWorz

vas guinst the "FUIDALZNZAL PRICCIZLIS OF OUR 2.L020I00Y. It mounz

2
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that in the pregrum of tho iuerican Leugug and of the Intbrnatigﬁmr-'
Lot Copositvion, tho "lutionul Couudtteo® hus disgovered “inndacon-

- fal principles® which wilituted wmgeinst its entrunco iato this or

thut phuse Of wess work. IZ% this is not the ossenco 02 storilo sac
taricnicu then wa 4d not know what constitutos it in pringiplo. W

~wish t9 reuind the "lebtionul Cowwittea" eguin 62 the woxlis in thu

lotter of Lounrade Irotsky that duclaro: “Ihe nolt Owposcition ...puis
Lorth propegenés notv in o socturicn but in o larisv cunaor, thet -
to say upon tho begsis of mrtieipetion in 21l tho lifo 02 tho prolo-
tariat.s»” In this letter Couruads 2rossky intimatsd thut i tha fw-
perican Louguo hed not done wuss work wa nust romcuber thut wass
ork dopendsS upon UaRUxel CalaCIZY, ZUPIRIZUCE ald IRIDLILCIVI. In
this vay Conrtde ZBrotely gave o churaetarizution of tho leudership =
ol tho sworican Lewgua by trucing $0 its rolts why the susriczn Lo~
gus hed notv engascd in nuess worke It is too bad thut tho "putional
Couwittoe" ovoriooked this wuxning.

Wle aro happy t9 noto that the "llational Couulttcae" has deeidud
to muke a Yuvrn in this direction. It is thic thet rokes us fool
oven still wmore tnad & unilication between both organizutions shuvalua
teko placger It will bs one of the ocontributions ol our group to i
in this now turn. ' ‘

Tho Communist Jeague of Struggle is oxiticized 2or tho wctions
of Conxacda Veisbur@ in the Qomtile Unity Conuittioo VHICE 7.8 CRALZIED
LID VWhICH ¥iaS LIWUIDATED BIZRORE OUR ORCGAIIZADION WaS ZOnuzZD, und
vilich, by the wey, never appctrod or worked in Peutersone. as for. tho
llarine Cuso, our orzunizati.nlinever vook oflicinl «etvion voon it,
nor were we aver asied o du SU DY UAC VGIoNCI CwiindliUuod WLICL, G-
g2inst the wiches of thoe prisoners astuully provented cail from
reaching us, ono o7 tha usubsers 0 tha Defonce Couuities oven siecX
ing tho moil frow the leotiter-box! Vo dv not wish to Giscuss horo
those two wuttors. Fowever we 3hull not let thew drop,. Cacce uwhifi-
catvion ic cffected, wo shell dotwnd a 2ull hearing on the action o
Cournde Weisbord on the Loxtile Unity Couuitvvs, ané on the wholJd
affeix of the Larine Casa.

III. O%hor ‘Questions.

We turp now to othor guestions mentisnod in the stctensnt of th
"mational Conwitteom. ~ Fhe "Fational Counitics! actually defonds it

-turning over the nenes arnd uwddresses of iUs weabors end subszceribors

to the Unitod States governumont. IZirst of all tho “hationul Couals-
toae" calls our criticisw excpgorutod end szys this is & questicn of
Usocond" or "tvanth" ordcr. Hore we huve & torribly putont exuaple
0f the znateurichness of the "iutionz) Ceonuittoe! wnd austourisnnes.
that could lowd €9 the voritablo bonouding of the woveuent. Is tha
quoction of the protection 0 tho uwcuoders o2 & venguard Couataisd

.organdzation Zxom tho police & "scoondery' question, oxr wourse suill,

one o a "tenth" order? 3Ivea tho slightcst acouzintunce witn Lonin-
isn should tcach one that TEE CRILTICT OF &N ILLECAL arPaRalU3 VIR
IN TIiES OF LEGALIWY is 2 cupitul guostion. We enhull not rest until
thls exposure of ravolutionisis to tho U, S, papitalist governaent
(vhich already hes deported uné rcuoved ovaer 100,000 “foroignors and

.rciag¥ last yeoor alone) is couplotely andoed.

Fno “latlional Conuitdoo" dofends 4heir act by doclurint: "Ho
(ncening tho Gomuunist Jozgua 22 Svrunsle, nite) could just ws legl~
cally objeet to the Ziling o2 Coawunist nevitions to puv condidutes
on the ballot for thoy ero signcd vith nawes and addreseses by thous-
erds of workoxs symrathotic vwiith the récical moveuente.® It cgous Ik
that we aust petiontly oxplein to the "Hib ionul Couwittao" taut
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'PHOUSANDS OF WORKEKS do not meen KUNDREDS OF COLLUNISDTS, thut in the

ona caseo the Coutunists are protectud by ths wess, in tho other, ths
Oonounists ara thorougaly eoxposaed: that in the ona tasoe we are denl-
ing with the parliemeantary iliusions which the masses have so tbhag
thers tre difforont traditiocns oconcerning the bollot pupers, on lue
octber hend we ara decling wiih & WILIZEIATIE COLDRIVANCE OF THIL GOV -
ERULINTDT TO0 CilCH TEE VALGILRD: that in the one cusa the wurkare xoouw
when they sign that thoe pepers will be turned over to the stute ani
for that vary reason wany workers raefusg to sign, while in the othex
oasa, no one is toid thut their nawes, which in nist cuswus they want
kovt sacret, will be turned over to tho stete. Finelly, if wo do

ceer ey Swwyy

nov get tallot papors signed we 1o9so soucthing very veluabls, VHS 27

- RIGHT 70 PARTICIPARZ IN THE ZLECTION CawnPaAIGN while in the other cuso

W9 1039 QULY A FZT CZUZS.

Zhe Rhiationecl Comuittoo" argues that this has been clutys done
by tho "labor wovewent”. But tho¥National Counitteo™ knows very woll
that tho Amoricen Lezgua is not the broad lebor woveuent but & saall
part of thoe Coununist group, & farrow group,aspecially attacked by xX
the governmant. o do not wish to give the iwpression that our pu-
liticel estimite of thae anericen situation is that wo shall soun bo
driven underground, bu$ we would bo rank ecuatours if not worsa to fu-
cilitate the work of the Ur S. govarnoent in rogistering and tracking
dovn evory Comuuvnist end sympatnizer. It is tru that whon sowe of
the mcubers of tho "Hetionul Cowuittco" woro &t tho heud ¢f tho 8o~
munist Purty wnd Younz Cowmunist Loaguse this was dons also; but when
witl the "National Coamitteo" leuxn thut tTho auoricen Leagua is not «
reconstituted Cennon (or Shachtuen) fzetion of tha purty obut pert o2
the Internutionul ILeit Opposition hoaded by L. D. Zrotsky wheso prin-
cigles.r¢prescnt . in tho. U. S. & BREsK WIS THE PaSTY '

V7o wish to cuphesiza this point. 7o shuall fight in tho shuzp-
ést munner «zZeinst any theory thuat tells us wa oro only joining an
enlargod and developod "Cunnon (or Shachtwan) 2fuction™. Zhis is tho
bost way $0 killetho Zeft Cpposition in suwerica. all of us who reacin
the prineiples of the Loit Oopousition I oim=—i== ozn declurs that in
cno vay or &nothor wa wore propared by our past for our onvranca into
the Lolt Opprosition..Eowtever i{¢ is not this pahse thot wust bo
stressed, bul rucher how incorrect we were in the Party, €nd now ve
now wake u breux from all the 0ld bursuaucratio nethods of whicn wo
V9oro wore or loss a# pert.e This 1s tho side thut wust ba stressaq,
this is tho honest criticul vway by which we cen win the baest workors
of tho Purty to us.

Finally, the "Hutionul Coumittes” stabos: MJo do not liko tho
official regvlations™ Is it a vattor of LIKES? Ees tho iuericzn

Loague really protssted ageinst the reoguletions? Quitvte the couvzory.
When the U, 3. government dsprived tho Class Struggle of Second ClLzss
mailing rights in ilay the Lilitent weited $111,July l8th 1931 to sy
& word about it (wonths after the H. Y. Fimes, if. Y. World, tho in-

tion end even tho Revolutionary Age 9f tho Lovaestons group); then the
Hilitant hid tho true icsucs 0f the cuso und declurad that sur roper

was suspaadsd .ayway juss oi a tiwe wiaen wo wera guing t0 pross with

our next¢ issue, ot likes and dislikos but STRUGCLS detoroines o=

vonts end incidcatelly tho character 0f the "iHational Counivtach.

The socond aucstion which wo hiva ruicod is the Negro cuosiic
Wo uust not hide the fact thnt on this quaestion the sharpsst siruzzl
ctn break out in tho Ancricun Couwtnist uovswent. <£nRo aworicun ILou-
gud has boen in exiistence over féuxr wkholae yours. In «ll this tise i
kas seon it to bae quiet offici-lly on cuch cn importunt guastion s
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/" "tho [legro qusstion in auericve. 1o declurs this very “ouiot™ ie & tuke
. en 0f runlz white cheuvinisum. Vaetd kind of u qucstion is it thet its
“golution cun be deluyed Zor so long, thad the "hutional Conwittoe™

can £ind time to solve this o thut question but not the Kegro ¢uast-
ion? 1Is 1% true thut tho "[utionul Cownittso® wea"studying this
guostion cll the tiwe? Lhals ic HNT T3UZ. To vhou did it assign this
work in 1928, i 1629, in 1930, ia 1931, 4in 19327 \y have they not
bzought in reportst If tho matter is so sorisus thiy should bo the x
reason Lor tho groatost attontion to ba paid to it und Zwil und opsn
discussions hold., Bul the "RFationnl Countttoo" seans 19 be tuo busy
f£or ¢his. 1Instead, tho "ilationcl Comuittoe" is currying oah o feetion~
al) fight that, accoxrding $o0 their own worda, turncd the lest plenun
into & "scone 2f tho snarpest struzgle® [sco Interntl Bullevin Ko. 1
P3 2) over such "vital" questions as: Vay should Zasky, Gordon &nd
Claxrke bae co-opted on the llational CGounitteo and Taut did Carter
write 9n, Znsths in the Young Spertucus? 9 auyte frow thoe regolution
prasentvod by Gaorge Haul, & mcidpor 0 the Amériran Letpguc: “aiong ive
rosent lines, 2ailing oomvletely to ocnsidexr the soveral politica
issuvs thut havo to 49 with the erudicetion of the burricrs to fur-
ther, arovth of ¢the Teegue {.eeiarxian vnalysis o the puny_sociz)
gugsticns on whicin wno LouZU@ ALS NOY you véken & stund--NIElD CUISLE
I0i, agrarian question, 6U0.)sesstho prosont factionul 2ight ades not

dJ08 not oontain an answer to the needs 9f tha Locguoe." (our suphusis)

Thoro uro sowa other guestions which wo do not wish ¢to center
into now bu¢ whioh wa shall tale up whea both srgunizutions geb to-
gothexre Vo cunnot let go unchuallenged tho stotenznt thet the nuclsus
0of our group originuted in the Right Viing of tho Pz2rty. We shuil put
to tho mexaborshkip the fucts of how tho "utionzl Comwittee™ broke
colleboxation vwiith Courades Vjei3boxrd, Buch ¢nd sthers &nld sot up ere
tifioiel berriers to driZu theu awey Zroa the %ot Ovposition. tlo
ghall demund thut the swmericin League go into thoe rodts of the wvutter
8 to the roid on our headguurters and the protuotion of tha oulprits(
by the "hetionul Counittsoel"

Finzlly, wo vwent to dcul briefly with the statcuens thoet we

heva boen guilty ofpuliry wancuvezsY insteud of sincoro eifuxis DY

unitys, Tho chargo is wuda thul wo huve gone over the heuds 02 tho
Miutional Counittoe® 50 the branches. £Lnis igs positivoly not so, &s
the Natioral Comuitiee knows Lo wo sont conies of ull lettors seont
¥o the bxenches o2 tho LLericen Joague 0 Hhne Fautionzl Cowvmittso it-
s0lf and askod for tho cooperution oi Yhe Mutionul Ciunitice.s L2 we
wroto. to tho brenches aird held an open weetving, 16 wies bociuse for xz%
tonths the Notional Conmitice nover answorod our letters, indead st
lotters it novor showed 9 the nsmbsorshipre Is it eny wonder that wo
had ¢0 addroess tho wvembership dircetly? In this conngetion wo ust
exXpose the fuct that the "Iational Coaulttse" dared 5 ordox its non-
bership not to avtend our open moeoting &nd Shreeycned $9 expul thoso
ncobers attending. So greav was theo reaction of tho wowbership to
this typlecl St2linis{ dceree, rominiscont of tho deys of Lovestono,

" that the wmembersnip of the N. Y. Brench tctually pessed & notion con-

————a
-

%gpning the Iatisnul Cowomittee £or withholline the docuucnts and il
TS S Sy ' .
)

. It is8 rot 2or tho "Nationel Coumittoea™ to £ccusae us of "uonou-
vexs", 7o retort that this itself is only - wzoncuvowr, & wunouvoer fo
gL do~%xecz the éiscussion £xoo principle ones reissd by Courzda 2rotn
elry to scconGary ones. “fhat the "hatvional Couwittoe"™ is capabla of
this, wo pot from theixr Jwn writings.. In their 8Internul Bullotin
Ilo. L""thoe ationz) Comuitteo declerss 4hat u ddcuuwont submittod by
abern, CGlotcor and Shacatuan ves "villed with personul sccusutions
end clandors' (p3 2) and the "ketionel Counittes" call on tho neubor-

B s
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ship "to condeun 2nd roepudiate thess unorincipled mo+hodo und thi°
irrasponsible 411‘L1 v-ta the respunrsibilidties o2 leudarship?
(pugo & }o In' gulﬁbatuu 8o, 2% %aﬂchtman is sccused ty the “int-

-1ona1 Gouitiaoh o *ﬂ»ulro & o Yven 5 polauic" und later Sha atate-

emant is made (pg 15) thut "Ihe Statevnnu of Shocaveln, Ahduu chbd
Giotzer spoaks o grcat deal. abevt unity wnd the wvoidence of
fection sivvggls, DUt the contentiona in the docuzant and thoix
actiencssincs the plopum opeuk 2 Giiferent lenguuga™ end zgain trat

%2? chtzan "polisvred thre atUJSPHere' with His “”Jal ecousations™ iz
/]

-~ In "Bullstin 0. 3" Shachtmun cccuses Cunnon &nd Swiback od
using langrega thut ie used ty St u]in in xnnar perty fSisputes cnd a
£ls¢ 9L "undexrhind in sxausclon"‘ fo5 10) ond on trhe sume paje ho
states tazt Curnon is guilty of ‘p;*en» fg*senood°" and of “framae~-
ups”". Cna pagae_ 1l w_..urmu.n gritea; "It is vory cleel \hut \a::ron
i6 viming at. I know it @il to well. To talk LO SRANTLY AECU
YCOL LAﬂQRATIOU’ AND 20 DO SVELRYTRINIG 70 RENDER IT a2 QLE“‘?UL] AHD
POSSILLE IP HOD ILPOSSIBLILY (paga 1.0, our awphsisis). We feal that
bat: Curnnon an£ Ckochican end the ufhor nombers of the Neatioral
Comanttes should know cekh othor very woll by this timo, faryd bet~
ter 4then we know them. Can we heo blancd LO* batnv cavtiosua in uur
dezxlirgs end 3eeing to it thut zll uno penbers an" tho lbpuga dix

Nl
»

cectly RBEPICIALLY ‘JHEII TE3 IJ.u-.L,‘.\ P CC iR.».),J PBOTSEY 20 US WITwI:
IN LY AN0 PRIN2ZD I GERGAN AND nEHCh iWad l\'O'J.‘ CRIWED Uiiis UHTLIL

SEPLESuBERT

W2 fell thet the ch.xges of the Nationul Coumittes to us on
the questicn sf "unity wonsuvers" descrve that we print what Gaorgo
Saul steted in his radoluticn: “Dhe truth is that neither 228 tnuI3
beon or is thers at presont enosugh geauine Bolehevik seli-criticisy
within tho Tieegun es @ whole end “within tho ationa) C:\u‘t gc oI
tho I Npue onpcs cinlly. Thorae nos boen ond is ¢ shrinkiong Yria ru-

.8%0P%lul Litles, :ai;ism instead v leudérsnip, criticica in Tha

her folluw instead uf solf-criticisu, flippancy rethor thin per-
sistuncy, sonsitivencss that borders on chilcisnness."

Bore is the language thut the lotders of the suericun Ioagus
ouploy about euch vther. Hore 1is axpressed whay thoy think of eosch
other. FRar frow discouraging us, nswevar, such #n expusure 2f th:
true funts unzos us osnly wdora detoeruined vo do &ll in our puwer 40
of;ecb Juuldn' S0 AS 20 SaVZ DHE IH2ZRIATIONAL L2232 00xI3LUICH IX

ERICL frow disaster. o urge the "iational Couuittca" not to da-

.lay.vur wnification furthore.

We 42 not intend tv let our Zfusion with tho Awmericun Lcaguo
stexrt such o fuctionul fight, in spite of these stuteuonts o tho
Mletionul Conmitica™ so s 10 purulyzo all work, pey Lrom id. Ve
urg convincueé that vur fusion will wurik the goyd grosih 9f the
Leagus und pluce iv n & new pliine o dovelopuent,

Let our joint couuittees mect withoub dolay. Theroe oxists n
valid rouson £or oountinuud sopzration of the two groups cdhering to
the Intcrnutionnl Loft Opposition in smariocu.

COiLuUNISY L=.GUZ OF °TR Te
(4Ldhering to tho Intern.tionzl LT
OpPDSlulon)
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his is tha raply 0f the llutional Committee to the s*a*e~
ment of Courade Veisbord: ‘

Gctober 31, 193%.

Daar Conrede 'loisbord:

In Tha liilitent of October 1lst =nd 8th, the Lational Com- <
nittee maede public a statsuent of its views on uhe latter sent by tha
Commupist Lecgue of Struggle in reply to the letter o2 Comrude Qeoil-
sky. Our state nent was ained at fucilitating the fusion of the
Conmunist Leugus of Struggloe with the auericuan section of the Inter-

national Leit Opposition on the basis of & cleurly and honestly est-
ablished agreenent in principle, end without pernitting matters of
seconGary importunca to constvitute an insurcountudble obstacle. e
Nationeal Comnittie wust regretiully 6°“cbllsh that the reply tc its
stetouwsnt wede by the Weisbord group, even less thun its first latter,
neets with the reguircuents which we bOﬁolQB; nocossaxy for & soiatian
of the question. Instezd of & clour st.tement of its point of view
in the sense we indicated, the reply ol the Vieisbord group taxes a
step baciward in this respect and attounts to deiend ths errors wnich
huave seperated it frxow use. This is carricd a barruge of winor issues,
real and alloged, with which is combined thut petty, Zalss and outl-
rageously cxa:garuted criticisn 02 our leaguo, aguinst which ieisbord
has been cgutionsu before, esgpscially in Comrnde rotsiy's leotter.
Pinclly tho whnle toze ol the reply in no way indiceetes e Cesire or
intention to wngane in a loyal and comrdely collunoration with tas
Coumnmunist Lssgue of america. ¢ the conirurys. »Poxr these rousons tha
liationel COOUlvtEG is compellad to suspend eny firther npegotiations
with the Veisbtord group unvil such & tims es tha latior spull rave
estvebliched its p0u¢u¢un in & mennecr, as leid down in oux stutensnt
of Octobsr 1st and 8%h, which wa considsr & winin for the fusion oi
tho tvic groups end the futura aiscussion inside 03 the united orguli-
ization of any scrious differcnces of a secondury character wvhicn
pay have arisen or will arise.

Hatioral Commiftao
conmuniet Loesewva »f Ludrics (oggcs;t;

Secretury.

Copy of latter from conrade Trotsky to Veisbord.
. dates Octobor 13th, 19482/

Dear Conrude #Weisbord:

This is in answver to your letter, and through your uediaticl
to the letter of your groun. liy delay in eansworing waes due to uy asrs
urance thet the "liilitent", contrary to JOh“ percatuxe assunption,
would answer your reguest. 4nd, in poiLni of fuct, I £f£ird in the last
issues wy lotter (0 youw and your answex publiched intogrally and aver
wivhout eny criticism in tho sule issue.
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_ Phis procedurs is very uccoucduting, porbeps u 1littls too
ouoh s0.  If you still ruueuber our discussion ubout the possibilitioes
end wethode of fusivn, you will understand without any couisent Irom me
that I cunnot find your steps very huppily ohusen fur the purpose, il
the purpoee rovuuins that o2 ifusion,

It is scurely necessury to gv into. the dat,ils 9% your lel-
tor, but I £0ll obligod to unphusizo the foot that your troutiont of
tho quastion of contribu wppoars to we absvlutuly iantiu-vauI It
is ndt ¢ guestion 9% naue, but w2 the politic.l contunt of tho Sb .iia-
ist Z.otion.

s . It is supur fluous to rapo&* thoet I would ba gl.d to uvbsourvu

A Youl cominp-togethar butwesn your group ..nd Jur aloricun koULJn,
but it is evident thut in tho present st.:go this procodura c.anvt bo
suri.usly influsaced frow abrdrde IV is ¢ t.sk botwoon yoursalf and

~the Lo-gue.

wgth Connunist DIOOtl"QS.
’ (Blgnad) Le Rrotsitye
frinkipuo Qet-borx loth. 1902, '

(Bxcerpt £ luttor frun Protsky f; the Retion.l Cuuuittoo
dated Qctubor 22nd, 1904, ond in regard to the aobuvo).

"It appPerrs th ¢t you wore not eont e cupy of ny raply to
Couruds .Joisburd.” Qhis roply I wrotu boivro I hid tho opportunivy ¢
becviue ~yqu: inted with your coupgronensivo reply o trho Jelsbourd ul;dy.
You will nutiuo. nowraver, th. ¥ pur poxe lull ..ctions quitu wsll supplo-
uonts onu anbulo I «n ture thet wo cin * 184 in the FMlolds c.8e Zind
& good basis o ugroewent.” '

(Sigavd) L. Zrotsky.
Lottox frou Weisbord to tho National Couiiittoce.

Novenber 4th, 1932

Nution\l C.ounitteo,
Couunist Lo.guo 2% amorice (Qpposition)
Arno Sw.beck, Ssoret.ry,

Da.xr Couur:.da;

Wo h va recioevad ysur lottor o€ Qctobor 3lst, in which you
declare that you sespend =11 negutictions with us f£or unity. In your
lotter you give no concraete reo.svns fur such n inp.rt.nt cctivn. Yiu
n3roly st £0 V. guuly th ¢t Jsur sceeund lottor is * b..civxd stop; th.t
wo did not make 3 clesr rostatugat as to our pusition un Uontvlsu MRich
to you evidontly is »4ill zubigusus that wo hevo 1aisad a varrago ol
ninor issuos; th.t sur criticisu hus bean cuvr.goLusly ox;ggoxatad nid
thet cur tono shows th ¢t wo hrve no éosirs t. ong..go in & loyel und
6our-duly colliboratvion with tho auieric..n Lo..5ude.

411 these chirgus, 82 vaguoly stated, we emphiticdlly dsale
frou it .11, uvon tho wust bicaw: rd worxer, ¢.nn Seu that it is tho
13: dorship o2 tho aueric..n Lo.guo that plicus its cwn privato intorest




.coun’crjF that it is the lendership of the A ssricen Lo gue thut pirase e

‘to discuss our reply to your orgunizutiun aind your leotter tc us,

ond focre in the wuy of the growth of the Left oovosition in thie&". 7

ninor, vagua, pevty vubstacles in the way o2 uniicution. I Guay 7%
possible thut the Anerican Leagus leudership reclly has dififerensee
of a seri.us nuture with us and thus with the Internationcl Loit
Opposition with whon busictlly wo ore in full agrosuent. In thet (’
otge it would be trne honoest thing to stute thaesu aifferoncos vpur..

80 thst <1l uoy sge thut in the auwericen Lor gus wie huve not & soue
tion of the Loft Cpposition, but u &econstluutod fuetion o sou
pertioular individuals,

‘We wish tv declure thet the r03pon31bility for tho breuak-
ing off of unity nogotictions, so pleusing to the rexty «ra to the
LovegtJna Rignt ¥ing group, resés ontlrelj upgcn your ghoulders. On
our purt, wo stund reuady, s wWe hive dune bafire to woet with y-ou
and to unify osur forces, on tho b.sis ¢f the principles of the Luit
Opposition. vn which fundewentally we stan@. .

Oon Wadnasduy, Noveuber 2th, at the Stz JVGant Cusin,, we
ure holding .n QOpen livvting cn thae question +f 2HI CuLLURISY L3.oU3
OF STLUGGLE by LED UhmJJlbL LI4GUE v faBiIla ot which wo intoad
%o
invito you to sead un tccreéited reprssentutive c. p..ble of presuntin;
your views. Ho will bu given auple time. e £8ll we Jwe it tuv ull
revolutionnry workors, especlnlly thosu wno hive sinpcorely wented
both vur orgunizetisas to got together, to state the truas fucts oi

tha sxtuauxon. .

Connunist Lo .gus 3£ Strugglo
hlbort ieisbora
secrotery, !

a ok L 2 HROK *ox ok *x %K

In prepcr.tion for the discussion for the Internutionsl
Loft Opposition coanforence we recioved {row comrade Trotsxy on o invre
duction on the worZd occunonic devolopuents and ftugether with thut
sue wdditionel unuteriul eloboruted by coureda 1olcs from frinciv..
This was sccompunied by & postseript of cumrade Trotsky reuding oo

2ollovs:

The Ancrican conr de Pield who is funiliar with the »ro-
blems of world econouy has prevored &t uy reguest, the first sleteh
of an ev.luntion 2f the immediute cyelic teondencias of tho worid wex.
ete The conclusiuns 2L cuiarida Pield »ire very carafully stuted.
Bvaryone wno takes account 2f the complexity oL the fuctors which

-deveruine chunges in the business cyclo will understund &nd ¢pprivo

the cuution cf the prognusis. The tiask is nut 1o wcke guesses bvut
to pse the guestion correctly, follow the dovelopuont vf the facts
and to druw tho cunclusi.ns in tius.

I requost the Intornutioncl Secretuariut to forwerd thoso
lines together with tho stntonent of Comrude »ield tu ull thae sectinns
ns diuChGSiJn neterivl., It is porfectly clsur thut osur internutioniil
confexrence will htve to exproess itself un this uwost irportunt guast’

Courudo Piold hzd e conflict with the Auericun Loegue
vhich led ¢o his romovul frum our steric.n section. 1y colluburatiom
with courude Fleoléd is of © ocoupletely pexrsonul churwctaor wnd hus no
connection with the inner 1life of tho Americun Leugue,

Prin¥ing. Auqust 18th. 1932 L Trotsky



“Dear Courudes:

=12

: . The N.tisnzl C.omiittee then nddressed the following . 1sttor
to Courcde Trotsky c¢nd $o the Intern.tisnul Sscratariat:

Wa huve racieved the corculer vropusing un intsrnutiontl
discussion >f the parspoctivcs 902 tha econvuic crisis. Ths JNution-
el Counittes will propare & ccatibution to the discussione Thiu
will ba printed in the plilitant wnd o copy will bo sont to you Tok
trenerdission to the Jsther nationul sections for publxcutﬁan in tkaiyx

© prass 28 thay soo f£itf

We h..ve no>ted with surpriso 'nd astonxehc :nt tho propue-.l
to vpen this discussiun in tre internctionul vrganizstion with tre
uxticles of B.J. Pleld, who wes raeceantly expelloed frow tho [ow York

- Brench of the ausrican Lewguoc. ZThe f.ct ‘that coursdse Pield now

writos fx.n a point 2L view directly opposite to thut with which he |
bogun his criticisus of sux Conference thesis und the first Gourov
lattar un the subject o a possible upturn of cepitulist econdiiy,

is no>t suflicient tu convinve us of tha widdcm of ussigning this
rJ)le 5@ him,

Cert:inly the mrtionnl Comnittee cnnnot ignsre the neticn
¢f the Kew York Branch in this case, .nd proceed &8 if nothing had
boppaned, without bringing disorgunizetion into the Leugue. Ve uro
in no wuy disposad to2 60 this. On an intsrnuationtl scule such a
procedure sceus to us tc be all ths nore irregulur &nd to condr: d-
ict the tund ncyn~uhlch Ve hrve &ivlys SuppOBtCG"-CqU rd the forw:

. tion 9% tna Intarnatvisnal Lsft Oppositiun inty o definite orgzanizuti

regulnted by uwniforn org“nizatianal principles, and with the rights
as wall s the auties u2 tho nutionul secvions ulGurlj aofinod and
universally aopplied.

Parhaps a discussion uf srgenizution ques tions will elso
be in order in preprration for the Internstional Confersncs. She
ections in the prgsont cuse, following the Waisbord wifnir, causo
us sowug concorn., If the wholo ueiter is o misundezst;nding it cuy
bo clouarod up. If there is a real difference of viewpoint on tuo
orguanization question it should bs squaraely pube. 0 hopo it is onuy
a alsunderstunalnb. I2 so wa will, do &ll wo cun to disposg of i% in
short order. . p

Vle do not obaacu to an intervention of tke ILtar netionsl
Orfenization in any question concerning tre policy und uc 'Jty oL
tho ILoagre. 2he udvics wd have xreceivad on importuant ua’% ions iug
always vocn wolcouied and has aided us in correcting exrors ead
strengthoning our poligicgl position,

Ve roecognize the right of the International Orud“ igzaticn
also to reviow orgunizotion decisions of netional sections, inclua-
ing oxpulsions. But such intarverntions ougnt %v proceed according
to cortuin forwval riales. 4ppseal should bs %tukoen in regular order,
full inforuation sscured,otc. Ia tho absence of such a Jormal inws
vaention besod on full ln;oruation, politicel collaboratvion oI ons
section with porsons axpellod frouw other sceections can only Zcad to

gonfusion end doucralizuation.

_ Vo do not ofcourse cull into gquestion hore tha right of
goursado Troisky to engego in a personal collatoration with Zicid
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the oxtont thut he nuy be uble to essist him in his work. 3utu wo

find wost objuctionable in tho praosont proccddings ragarding comrids
Plald is wiut waounts to un inforuwal disregurda o the decision tuion

in tho avericen Leaguas wnen cour.de Yrotsizy protested egeinst tho (r
publication of an erticlo by Lmndau in the Preach wecgdzine N2 Yutio

do Classus wo fully wgroed viith hiv-on orgunizationol as Wwolii as 00

polivicul grounds. agéin when he criticizec tho Spanish section v

allowing ths ncue 0f ong wvxpoelled by ths French section to tppour .t
a2 collaborator in its pepork when he eskad how thoy would rouct if ..o
Pranch Loaguae wore to print srticles Zrowr the oxpelled Gorkin, we
thought the right and the logic werse all on couruda Yrotsky?s side.

Ir thoso fundacontul questions of orgunizution principle ulso, wa {0
not ses any ground for the well-known ".Lericun exceptionalisnf,

Like noearly all the other sections we heve taken a position
against tho proposul to allow Shs Tarious expellad gronpvs &nd individi-
uals to perticipete in the Internctional Conierence. But if wo tulu
this point of view in reg.rd to the Conforence itsell, Low ean & .
leading role-or ony serious rolc wnatevos for that-uuttsr~in {the pro-
peration of one ol the iwportunt questions 9f the Conferenco ba r&-
signed to an expellsod moember of tho swmsricen ILoagus which hes been in -
oxistonce for four yeurs and has somd so0ltd accomvlishiients to its
credit?

V1a hopa you till understund thct 1t is not a natter of
narrov-indod fanatacisu on our part which reguxds &;; non-Lonbars
end expelled wmeubsrs us renegados, nd excludes evory iforw o collu~
boration with thew. A4S u woeiter of fuct it wus suggssved to conrada
Pield, who~like wmany others who do not £it in a2 Coumunist oxgunizutio
undoubtsdly has sowa special ¥rnowledgo and tulents wuich would be uco-
ftl, thuat he rcuuwin a sywpathizer of the Leagus for the tiue being
and onter 4nto & liuited collevoruation with us in thet cupecitvy. Eis
rerusal to do this; his Zuilurs to make & formal eppeal to the Flenan
0L the lutionul Countlttes ag.inst the aciion of the lNew York Branth;
his otteupt %o cirvuuvent the Leugua by & personsl cicurion $o Zurogos-
in ell this is tc bo scon only &dded illustrations o2 the pstty boui-
g60is frea-lence spirit whicn wus at tho bottcu o2 his hopeless oon--
flioct with tho Lawgua.

In Tew York, as well us in Paxis, there are sufficiaontly
nunorous cesual olenents in and urownd the Lougua whe are inciined fo
play with quostions of orgaanization, with politicel idees, with the
probloms of M"loaudership" und everytning else. Such peorla wouild liku
to disrogurd ovorything that has boen done T till now in aworicu
end begin Gll over aguine To allow even a sunull concoessicn in the
Field case would only stroengdheon such olcugnts as & prolevtariun org-
anizations. \le are pulling in tha orposita direction. Daat is the
way vio vnderstend the progrossive ond revolutionary stendpoint in tho
internal conilicts in Zuwlope and interprot it at home. In this wo
beliave wa are fully cntitlad t0 the support of the Intornational

Organization 2 the Lalt Gpposition.

i National Connittes
Connunist Lougus of Ansrica (Oppositvion

Secrotary

P.S. About the Woeisbord matter wa will write separataly.
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Thiv is the reply of comrude WLrotusky tu the'N.c..letter gridtod

Fhas VA
20 tha Leadershlp of the COamuni 't Le.zue of suwericu (Oppossition)

ve.x Comrades: Buyukudu, 00%.20,1952

I um replying herewith to your letter of Oot. 7. concerning the
fields questvion. oo . ..

1. It uppeurs that you give the rfields question u certuln coanec-
tion with the eisbord question. I will thersfore bealn with the
HREIIXOUnEstmy lutter,

The Toisbord group cddressed itself formully to the Internntionul
Secretariut, with the request to intervene. ilaisbord, upon his
own initiative c.uae to me. The Internutional Secreteriut wsied Zorx
ny opinlon in regurd to this question and 1 hud no formul possibi-
lity ol w1uhh0161nv such aun ekpression of opinion &nd could also
see no politic.l reuson for such a procedure. Naturally I hsld it
tv be my duty in this ospe01allj dolicate cuse, to do everything
possible to strengthen the position &#ad the authority of ths Laiwgue
as against tho Woeisbord group. iiesnwhile I see no grounds to rogist
211 th.t was done in this guestion in Prizkipo. The eisbord
group had (o recognizs the errcncousness ol its own positioa in the
ost imporitant quastions as agoinst tho Lsuyuse. Ynis 1s u c¢oasie-
dercbire politicul guin. wmoreover, your reply to the Jesivbord
stuteuwent can only strengthen your position und uwuthority. I no-
ticed thet ulreudy, for exuuple with cowrade rields: He recognized
thut your reply wes tuctful and correct. over what can you then
cowplaln ia this case?

&. 7The cuse of rfields is sa entirely different one--simpler en

more complicated. Siugler--beocwuse it is here & case o2 & sinzle
courade. llore complicutod--bec.use our gracticsl objectives vPBrODV
uppesr not entiroly %o hurwonize.

afterx conVersations with comrade Glotzer, wfter uarticles beuring
upon this in.Tho wilitunt wvad ufter. persou.l coaversztions with
comrude Plolds I huve received the svecific lapreb ;ioa that the
"collaboration 0% cemrade Fields in the Leujue is nof wnde wore
difficult or impossible becausa o2 your looking upon him as u
somcwhat politicully or wmorally unworthy pcrson or &s un ualien type,
but ruther , while he, during his pusté, has not bocowma devsloped
for & leading cupacity in a revolutionary organizution, but through
his intellectucl qualities neverthless is pushed onto thut roud.
This contirudiction, whirh in generrl does not hippea 50 saldom,cun
be overcoms ia a big oxganization. But us the Lai gue renc:ins yst

0 ©&mall pionser organizgtion, it thereby feels itsell compelled

‘to tzke shirpsr meusures to protect its own existence. <This is

about the vi.y the case appeurs to ue.

On the othor hund, it appeurs to me thiut comr..de rields cua be of
considerable Sarvice to tho Left O.position «s « whole bec.use of
his expertness of economic wnd st.tistical dutu. o need scre one
who foliows the factis of world economy thoroughly Zfrowm duy to a:..7y

.and who is in a pocition to rondsr cccount 0f thass frcts to blmbclf

*nd to others. 1 hzve alraudy ’or soue psriod of tiwo loovkad
around for such un economic cixpert of the Loft Oiposition. 3ut
without rosult. I hirdly believe we c¢:n find .nother with tne qua=-
lificutions of Piclds. ' :
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I huve, of course, given myself «.n uccount of the luportance of the,
fuot thut comrede Pields is exudlled from the hew! ¥ork brinch. Eut 3
such ¢ formul uct a8 $ho expulsion nmusy not only bo Jud of doruully
but alco politicallys. One cail exwel someonag bacwuag of bolng u

spy, tnothor beouuse of bolng toizlly occrruptod, & thaixid bagiuie he
representn r. principled enemy tendency. But ong ouh 160 exrel
someone, becuuse the 206 in question--honastly und fully worthy by (
1tse1f--under the existing conditions, disturbs the unity of the
organization and thre= Jtens 1ts &bility of zction. In this lutver
casa (and that is the cuse of rFields)ct would perheps hwve bssn
better from the very bezinning to call upon the assistance oi the
Internstionzl orgunization in order to nsutralize such @ courude

as far as the nntional organization is concerned und neverthless no.
to lose him. ©This is not a coupl:iint but rather & proposal for thy

futurs,

These oras the gensrul reasons from which I hive proceeded. Tho cusea

0f L .ddeu, Gorkin, etc., which:you cite und which you utilizs with

great polemical e€lzill (which I jexroni:lly enjoysd) is not u ticusuroc

in this c..ses Lendzu we.s not cxpelled; he aittenpted to expel the .
m.jority of his own orguni 'zution. facn this wus objected to he con-
stituted his own faction., Dwo riv..l "Leflt OppCSitiO"" struggled

for the affiliated uc nberbhlp. In this cuse to accept Lunduu  would
ne«n to betruy our Garwan orxrgunization.

Gorkin left the Left Opposition in order 40 ongwge in a fighting
colluborztion with tho most suspicious politicul organiz«tions; Jso
with the Right opposition. -according to the churgas 0 tho Spunish
courudes, Gorkin ulso anguged in personel dirty deuls (ucnoy quustions

The Veishord group cun in a certuin senss be considered as . rival

organizution., Cum. Pislds ia not at «ll. x1So. cow. Pioldlds did
not estublish connections with the llusteites, or the Iovestonites
against the Leugue. Tho éifforcnce is rezlly great.s That ho von¥
ovcer the hoeds of the leudarship of the Lguouo, is, frow w.n orgeni=-
zationul °+unau01nt not correct. Thu®t he wont to Zuropo, scoiting
the wuy to the Leit Opnvosivion, dosvs not spouk ugeinsy plelds but
for him. f2hie provod that ho meunt it soricusly.

" 211 this wmovad mo, afior quite serious consider .tion, to sond tha

contributions of PMiolds on Awaericu to the sections us matoricl Zox
discussion., His contributions contoin important troughts und pnro-
pesels und desorves to bo rerd erd discussed. And oven if it shoulil
coma to an intornationzl decicion in the cuso of Piolds, these con-
tributions could noverthless serve as importunt watericl for the
information o the sections, 4

Thoe fact that tho :xtiocle of com. Picelds eppoured in the Opposition’
prass withouts a provious agrecmont with you wus roelly not corroct,
For this I will ussumg tho wmajor responsibility und I cu roudy, if
you consider it ussful, to submit a corresponding excusv to =1l of
tha sections.

I waintein howovor, that the guestion of Fieids pust
bedocidod individually;not only frois tlhe stundpoint of tho organiza
tion conflict in licw York, but ulso from the stundpoint of the int- -
n:tion2l orguniz.tion.

I will romelin very thankful if2 you will trunslate this
lottor into Enplish und wzke it available for a2ll the mowbors of yous
loacdorship, ,

With tho nest and most friondliost greetings und wishes,
: Yours,
T Mrotsky
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nztionel uctivitics,

& furthor 1ettar from con. Irotsky on tho ¢c.s0 of oom.:io

Buyukuda » JOVe lé 1902
ro tho Lcadershlg of tha couuunis Loague of Awerica (Opposxtion)

,Dgar Cowrudes:

I wrote you tihet we had in mind here to "legulize¥ comrzdo Fields
in onc of tho Zuropcan section for thoe duration 02 his wori haro.

It wvas with tho understanding thon fthet he would reucin hors for w
consideroble period of timo. But it now wpvouars that this is iwrcs-
siblo ‘for him bocauvsse of finuneiul rousons znd that ho will socan
heve to roturn to Anorici. With this the vlun unentionod above is

olinincted,which we, of oourese,aimed to curry out only in coliadourie

tion with you.

In regard to tho futuro in awmoericu, tho plins of Fiolds uro, insofur
o8 it appours to we frow conversations with hin, tho &olloxlng- Lo
roturns fully detsrmined to work for tho Loftd 0p9031t10n 'nd to find
the wuy buck to the Lowguo., But in ecay cuso not bx the nathods
attouptod by Vglcsbord. Ho will »roposo his sorvices to tho Logouo
without siuultancously raising the aquestion o2 his roinstatuidont. I
beliovae ho c..n be ol good sovvico in the fiold of mxnnlng tho iatul-
lactual hwrxists («n activity for exauple in the sense of ny lattor ¢ -
Calverton).through our theorotical ind politicul supsriority us
against tho party wo will bo able to count on certuin syupathics
frow the "ccwdswiciwas" end those sywputhics wo cwn utilizo .-torinl-
1y ond intelleciuwelly, without, of coursse, dolivoring thoe orguniz.-
tion to theso ovluuents. During the course of this work it will
poerhups bo provoa that riolds himsolf bolonps in tho orguniz.tlon.
But this you will bo ublo t0 judgo beottor thin woe cin from tris dice
tunco, ihi.t I went to insist wpon is thit tho relutionship with
#ialds bo .8 nuch «8 possib.o £o arrunged thut he cen in tho futuro
ulso bo utilizod for our intornationul thsoreticul works.

Plaouso lot wo onco woro csusuro tho lozdorship of the Now York orge-
nizationdthet I vies «nd still «n vory fur frow wenting to twla its

organisetvional docision lightly. Ly uotivo in this whole qucsiion
vus only tho necassity of obtélning quzlificd forcos for our iator-

- Viith bost Cowuunist grootings,
Yours, L, Trotsky

Unon rocoipt of those lottors the Intional Conuittoo docided to
consider tha quostion SAtiSf&CtOIily concluded insofzr .S thero was
any wisundorstanding ot «ll betwosa tho ILeaguce und courcdo ¢_otsky
end to dofoxr ucvtion on the quostion o tho status of cowrade
Plolds until his retusrn.
Tho Jdutional Couwmitteo
" Gommunist Loague of avoriculOgposition)




