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THE FESULTS OF THE PLENUM OF THE NATIONAL COMIITIEE

1. The Plenum of the Natienal Committee of the Ieague held
on June 10, 11, 12, and 13, 1932 was ealled together to discuse
the disputes which had arisen in the Resident Committee in New
York. It established the following facts: ,

a) On the essential ‘questions of principle and policy of
the lLeague, there exist at present no fundamental differences -
of opinion among the members.of the National Committes,

b) On the situation in and devolopment of the International

left Opposition, particularly in Europe, it was shown that in
spite of contrary assertions, a unanimous line exists in the Com.

-mtiee enabling the Plenum to present -for discussion a single

viewpoint,
¢) On the sicuation in the New York branch, the discussions
at the Plenum revealed that the charge of an “Opposition Bloc" be-

_ tween the undersigned and the Carter “group" was unfounded.

The last two points were the ones raised in the Resident Com.
mittee during the pre-Plenum discussion as questions requiring de-
cision. The fact that the Plenum was able to adopt unanimous re-
solutions on both questions, on the one hand makes possible a calm
and objective discussion of the situation in the League, withcut
exaggerations or factional polemics, and on the other hand, elim-
inates the danger which threatened us of a sharp factional struggle
in the absence of any clearly.defined or fundamental differences
of opinion,

‘2, The friction and lack of collective and effioient cocl.
laboration in the Regsident Committee did not originate with the
disputes over the international questions or the . New Yerk branch
gsituation., They have their origin in differences and antagonisms
existing in the Committee ewee for a long period of time over
questions relating to the tempo of the Qpposition's development
in the United States, the manner of administration at the center,
the relations between the Committee and the membeship, and the
interpretation over the character of the American Opposition. At
times, in the past, these differences assumod an extremely acute
form, sometimes they appeared -nly as shadings of opinicns or
emphasis. The first F.enum of the National Committee in 1930,
without adopting any resolutions on the disputes, neverthelecss laid
she basis for eliminating them as a hindrance to the vwork of the
leading committee, They were further eliminated from an active
place on the order of the day by the harmonious collaboration es- -
tablished in the Committee from that time until the convocation
of the Second National Confarence last fall. The appearance of
the whole National Committee with unanimous resolutiors was an in-
dication of the progress made towards overcoming the difficulties
of the past, and promised an even closer coordination of efforts
and sounder political unity in the future, '

3. The previously unannounced intervention of com. Cannon
against the report on the International Situation in the Left Op-
position, unanimously assigned to com. Shachtman and against
which no criticism had been lecvelled when it was deliverea at .the
New York branch, as well as the strenuous opposition offered to
the proposal that com. Lewitt be added to the inooming National
Committee, created a breach in the collaboration which had ex-
isted up to then. In face os this situation imxkkz, all the mem
bers of the National Committec ggreed to grant com. Shachtman's
request for a leave of absence. In addition to other reasons that
had no relation to the situation in the Committee, he esked to be
given the leave in order thqgt the difficult conditions engendered
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-in the Committze was the discusseion which arcee within it over the

. now break out in the Leagues, requrving @ definitive uola*lon and

4

‘not only with the ZnJelis controversy, but prwmar'lj vith other

towards the end of the conference might meanwhile be eliminated, i

or moderated, and a more effictive ccllaboraulon be resu: sd 1n tho k

Committee. . . . . ,
[ ) . \

4, Towards the end of his stay 'in Eurona, com, Shachtman re- b

p11ed to a request from com. Trotsky for his pereon nel views on
the situation in the French Ligue with a letter from Fsris on
Dec, 1, 1931, The vieus exp.essed in this latter csused com,
Trotsky to request, upon Shachtmanle return tn iew York, that the
National Committee declare whether or nat it shaced ifese epin. i
ions. The Committee of ccurse replied thi* these vieus represanto ‘
ed com., Shachimants persondi ogirion., . Cenrads Spachiran ot that
time considered that the siwuation nh‘oh vas being createq in the gl
Committee made it impossible for him tc contirue in the respontible
post of editor which he had occupied up %o then.

5. In spite of the asserticns and rumors concarning the ex.
istence in the Leagus of a Navillist or semi..Navillist or Lua.
dauist tendency, which were currert at that time in New ”oo...ccv}
Shachtman refused to make a statemont of his cosition in the Ces
mittee in ,rder thit it might not becom2 the ebject of mi sco”stmuc- r
tion or diLpute in the Lea"u This erroncous cilcnee, aouever, ’
did not clear up the situa 1on and nade it pes ssihie for a falzo
interpretation to b2 put upon his position, His mistake, his
actual position with regard to the International Opposition, as
we)l ap the question of the letter of Ioc, l, vere complziciy
clarified in the staterant made by com. Shachtman to the plenunm
on June 12, 1932, Conis. Ahern and Glotzer had already made their
positions clear some time befove then, when the National Com-
mittee was enzaged in drafwing a rezolution on the International
question, Th2y submittied their drafts cf a resolution tnc2use
thoy found themselves unabia 6 agrec with the wmotivation con-
tained in the dzaft of com, Cannon. ' ) .
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6. The immrdiate cause for the precipitation of the dispute

e

article written in "The Wilitan%' oy com, Swabsek ia veply to thab
of com, Carter in "VYoung Spartactesd At the end of 2 statzmonh on
the historical controversy over th2 Sangelst forewerd of 1895, coa,
Shachtman also replicd br'eflj to accusations that had beeon ;?de
against him by coms, benn»n rd Swaback in u previcus Commwittee
meeting vhere the Engrls cute was dtscu~~ed rega rding his al.a
leged attitude towards Na lle and Landauv, Th:a in tern hreuznh
forth a len3thy document ty conz, Cannen and Swabtuck, which dealt

‘- .:; [ B
mmme—c g e men ey n

points: the internatioral cucstion znd thz New Yorik hroach. +The fe
dispute over Engjels was therzgy enlarged ue eabracs other, move
serious and pertinznt, aucs*lons and charg:s, Iu tacir statement,
the comrades dnclarsd tpnat Lheir disnuics with com, Shochiman te. -
gan a ycar or more {39 on 1nn°rﬁaflcndl quyat,ous, zrid that there !
has bszn a "steadily devaloving divergence over questions which we 1
consider decisive for toe futura of our movetent', . The statewmant
was_also made that the U“dGr'lmu;Q had Tzen sup“orti., or encour
aging the Carter group in the bew York braach, Ib tue same tha,
com, Cannon advanced the idca that & sharp fzetional strugsle would

endangering the existencs a* th2 veriowvs unlertakings (hilitant
[} D .9

Unsor Kampf eve.) Yo which th2 ULzague had pregressed, Y
T MhA nmAawad~rnwad wava theafara AmamnAalTAA A wAnle taA tha oA }. —
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that a Plenum of the National Commitice could not solve them,

extreme sharpness at times, At the end of thes: discussione, it

‘animcusly adopted at tho Plenum: This makes it more than ever pos.

.. Ba

sertions contained in the document of coém, Canﬂon and Swabsck
which we did not and do not consider co:rect in any reanect. In
a reply to it, thercfore, uwe outlined that Internal‘ievclonnpnt
and disputes 1n the League for the past period in crder to show
that the contentions of coms. Cannon and Swabeck did nol corres-
pond to the rcal situation.. While pointing out where the dirf.
erences had originated, and bringing forward a number of crit_
icisms. of the work and conduct of the National Committoe, wo point
ed out that whatever diverjonces exist on a number of guestions too

‘day ares of an embryonic, and not clearly definied nature, which

must not be exaggerated or forced, consequzntly, we concluded, a X
factional struggle in the league must bo avoidod so that the or it
ganization shall not be torn by an intornal dispute in the absence
of any political or principle differences of major importanco, KR

8. On the ground that the differences were so irrcconcilable

coms, Cannon and Swabeck proposed ~n immediate discussion in the
Laogue and conference to follow directly after it., Ve porpnsed T
en immediate plenum so that the full membership of the National
Committee should first have the opportunity to discuss and decide
the disputed questions, The affirmative vote of all the cut_of.
town membersn finally made possible the holding of such a plenum,

9, At the Plenum, the Committee engaged in a thoroubh and open
dlscu551on of the internal 51tuatlon, which could not avoid an

was clear that cvery poq31ble measure had to be taken to avoid a . b
facticnal struggle in the organization which would unwariantedly ( &
render it ireffective for the coming period, In view of the dis. K
putes, however, it was also decided that the memberchip shall have
adequate opportunity to discuss the situation for a fixed jeriod,
at ‘the end of which the resolutions p:esented by the Plenum should i
bc voted upon and the organization a: a whole mcbhilized for the ur.: i
rent tasks that confront it, Thal this is desirable and possible 4
is shown by the fact that the elimination of the sharpest points - i
of contention and the acknowledged absence of Ceep“poli.ical differ.
ences, have laid the basis for a re-_cstablishment of a functioning ;
collaboration in the leading committee, with the positive results !,
for the league as a whole which this implies. = F

t

|

10. The International Question at the Plenum. After a Imetuj
discussion on the suoject, com, spéclor introduced a comnleto re.

. solution on the international question which represented our point

of view, GCom. Shachtman, in order to clarify his position on the
question and bring ail misunderstandings to’ an end, introduced a ;
gstatement of his views. Come¢ Glotzor regarded the resolution of h
comi; Spector more adequate and therefore withdrew his original draft
in support of the former: Com; Abernis draft, which com. Spector :
had originally ccnsidered more objective but insuffzclently notlvated
and rounded, was also withdrawn. Both of these withdrawals were .

made with the aim especially in mind to take the international ques.
tions out of the realm of any possible factional conflict and to
present the membership and the International Opposition with a singl
document which would actually reflect the fact that a unanimous view
really oxists on the fundamenial questions of the Left Opposition in
the National Committee, For the same recasicn, all the comrades con.
sented to vote, not only for coms Spoctort's resolution was then un.
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siblo to discuss tha international questions and to draw the valuablc
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" lessons from the internal developments 1n the European bpﬁosition

in én entirsly objective manner, free from factional considorations

 ?and distortions. In this respect, therefore, the Plonum hcd a most
positive value for the coming periodof the Loaguc, ’

II. The Carter Question. On this question too therzs wag
lengthy discussion, participated in not only by Ccmmitice menbkors,
but also by com. Carter who made a statement of his positic-. ™.
discussion revealed that the assertions originally made ccn-itnlrg
the views on this péint held by the undersignod did not csrrospond
with their actual standpoint., At the the end of the discussion,

com. Shachtman introduced a resolution on the Carter "grgup", whioh,

while it did not agrso entirely with every aspect of the views held
on the matter by coms. Cannon and Swaback, was nevertheless accept.
ed by the latter as a draft basis for a unanimous resolution. The
statement made by coms, Carter, Stone and Ray, also served to help
clarify this disputed quostion and made possible its speedy solu.
tion in the coming period.

12, Towards the end of the sessions, coms, Cannon and Swabeck
demanded of the undersigned the formal withdrawal cf tho daocumsnt
wo had drawn up in reply to their statement of
During the Plenum, the statements made in our document were nct
taken up or replied to by the other comrades. In view of the situ -
tion, the comrades declared that unless the document were withdran.
it would involve such a reply on thoir part and consequent discuss-
ion in the League as qould throw the organization into a factional
struggls, The points raised in our documeént were presented to teh

Plenum chiefly as & reply-te tho orronedtis agssortions made in the

first document of coms. Camon and Swabeck. In view of the prac.
tical agreement that had been resached on such %ssued as the inter.
national question and the New York branch; making possible the cl.
imination of unfounded charged previously made; because of the in.
dications that such a discussion as qould follow on the document and
the proposcd reply would involve a factional battle in the League;
and in view of the understanding that the original document of conms,
Cannon and Swabeck would not bo preszented to the membership as a
basis for discussion._the undersigned announced their decision to

. withdraw the document formally from the Committeet!s records, without-

however renouncing any of the views expressed in it, This xtion al.
so, we belicve, will have the effect of averting an acute sirugglo
in the Leaguc and making the coming discussion an objective one.,

. 13, The Co-optations. We have alregqdy expressed our viewpoint
on this action of the Plenum in a statement presented to the Commit.
tee, The addition of two nsw members and one candidate to the Com.

‘mitteo at the present time, is an action which we cannot support.

The additions are not made upon the basis of merit primarily, for
there are half a dozen other comrades in the New York brapch whotake
precedence in this respect, It is not in accordance with the reso.
lutions adopted by the Plenum which showed a political harmony and
do not warrant a tendencious changing of the composition of the Com-
mittee for the purpose of gaining an automatic majority for one side
in the Committce against another., It can tend only to perpetuate a
division in the Committze instead of breaking it down. While oppos.
ing thoso additions, we at the same time announced our shaaxpdozx
k¥greX docision not to m2ke this question, rejardless of the vote
cast on 1t, an issue for sharp factional dispute in the Leagus,
However, we cannot support it any more t han we could support it in
tho session of the Plonum, '
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4. The Editorship of "The Militant®, 1In view of the liguid-
ation of disputed issues at tho Plenum, com, Abern thereupon ‘pro-
posed towards the cnd of the sessions that com. Shachtman resume
the post of editor of "The liilitant" which he formerly held, AllL
the comrades of the Committee as well as com., Trotsky in his letters
here, had previously declared that there wers no political objec-
tions to com. Shachtman's continuation in the editorial post, Al.
though com. Sbern's motion failed to Zarry at the Plenum on its-first
presentation, com. Cannon announced at the same gession that, hav.
ing reconsidered tho question, he would also proposs that ‘som,
Shachtman resume his former posntlon. The Plenum as a whole there.
upon favorable upon the proposal., This action, like the resolutlons
on the internaticnal quequ*on and the New Vork branch, helps to re.
move another sgurce of difference in the Commi ttee and mikes pos—
sible the consolidation and functioning of ‘the Committee on a coll.
octlve ba51s. . .

~ 15, The Toronto Branch disoute, In the discussion which fol.
lowed the reportvs oi coms. Krehm and Spector on the situstion in
the Toronto branch, the Plenum decided to support the p. " tical

tendency represented by com, Spector and to reject the .dpsint
of the other section of the Toronto branch. The resolt . on this
question will make it possible to cemznt and strengthen : Opposi.

tion in Toronto, and throughout Canada, laying the basis i(or a re.
unification of the branch and the development towards an increasing.
ly autonomous and eventually independent Oppositicn section, such

as was -originally visualized in the constitution of the league.

16 The Encels Controvnrsx. The Plenum took no position on (
the controversy cvsT unielst icrevord of 1895. It did, However,
make provisions for an obJe0u1ve discussion of the historicul and
theoretical asgpects of the dispute, unmarred by polemical, internal
sharpness such as has prevented the League grom doeriving the maxi.
mum of educational value from the controversy,

B % o B .
The unavoidable preoccupation of the Plenum with internal dis.
putes did not make it possible to to take up a numcer of important
questions of our worx in general, This defect can be ovarcoms
most speedily and eLfOCthGly if the discussion which is to follow
in the branches is organized in an objective manner, almly and witl.
out acrimoniousness or sharpening of the situation, ‘and if it is
dominated by the desire, expressed by all comrades, to prevent the
crigis-with which we were threatencd and which the Plenum took tne
first important steps to liquidate. Such a discussion will be of
benefit to the League, particularly if it comes out of it with ,
serricd ranks and a conviction that the basis exists and must be

broadened for a rapid progress of our movement in this country.

All developmants p01nt to increased possibilities for the grovwth of
the Opposition, for a mors energetic intervention in the class strug.
gle for which the paSu propagandistic work has prepared us, If ve
act in accordance witnh the responsibilities that confront us, we |
will be able to utilize these possibilities to thelr maximam for

the furtherance of our cause..
MARTIN ABERN
ALBERT GLOT2ZR
MAX SHACHTLAN
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' REPﬁY OF THE NATIONAL COHKITIEE I0 THE MINOQITY STATIMENT

‘The stalisment of Conradec Abern Glotzer and Shachinai

which purports to glve an account o’ the proceedings. and Ta®

sults of the Plenum, in reality dlstorts and falsifies them.
It attempis %o ren*esenf the Plenum--which rejucted their
standpoint on all ths essential questions--as a vindication

. of their rejected position. By this fact they demunstirate that
- $he chances of position which they made at the plenum deserv,

40 be considered merely as divlomatic mansuvers and cannov b
accepléd in good faith. The real aim of the Jatement is 49
circirvent the Plemua, %o restore the staie of affairs in ine

Committee to thal wnlch Obtained before the Plenun, and %o
hold toZether a facSional groupingia ths League as a suppord
for such an attitude, .

THE - INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS

‘On this point--the mos+% important issue in & spute~-the -

statement says: "It was shown that 1%3 of contrary
assertdond, a unanimous line existis 1 ne vuee. " {tur
emphasis).

: In this presentation of ths question xhei sesk %o pass
off*the most serious dispuies in the Committee as nothing af
all, as mere "contrary assertions" against comraisec who wers
in full agreement with the standpodint of ths Plenum all zlongzg.
This is =izt a comblete falBification of the vhole matier, I%
is an attempt to deceive the membershi) in order 1o cover up
comrade Shach,nan vvho brough% his factional war againsi the
Na%ional Commkitee into %he oven In protest against the po-
sition talken on the International guestion,

~ Here again,’ s in %the five-months'! conflict which pre-
caded the Plenum, comrades Abern and Gloizer are playinzg the
pernicious role of "friends" and "protectors" of comrazde
Shachiran instead of responsible Communist lezders. ceeking Yo
clarify policy in order %o protect theinterests of {th.moveément,
Innthis they only follow the exzZmple oI comrazde Sncc riman,
who got hlmuel¢ involved in such fatal blunders and brought
so mucth harm %o 4the Suropean sectxono of the Left Opposition
out of persoficl considerations and sympathies Tor individuels
who obstructed the developmen® 02 thé Opposhiiolr by their

.eareergst aims and worthless Inirigues. Ths fatal logic
- of peFsonal clique forma%iions, is illustreted in every line o?

the deceitful statement of Shachimen, Abern and Gloizer.

"=~  Yes, from a formal standpoint "a unanimous line exists in

the COrmlttee " on the internztional questions., &nis thas .

shown" a$ the Plénun by the unanimous adoption of the resoluticn

. But only afier Shachiman, Abern and Glolzer had retreated Zrom

{heir previous shisadnoint axa vosied Ior inie orizinal rog:-

MIManirous 1ine.<

oluyion of %ne «ajioral Chmmitiee. Wnatl is why there is a

But~ instead of saying 50, operly -and honectly, in the

mamer of Cormunis%s vwho are sincerely at%empiing %o rectily

an error end safegmard arainsi i4s revetition; comradss -
Shacnidzn seeks a vay oul o’ the difficuly iy by {the simnle-
e"pedlent of den;inﬂ that there evor was ang_defferencea. In
this. unworthy stratagem he has theassistance and support
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! of comrades Abern and Glotzer  vhose “"vrotection" of donrads
. Shachtman had™ galrealy 1ed¢ then to co-operate with him-iun the

f'\ |
..‘:_’V-g:“'f o Cawtnd

R obshruution of *he Commitce!s interveniion on the internat-
/ ' fonal queshiions for Ffive monihs before the Plenwa. By thier -
' explanation of the Plenum decisions, thsir whols conduct thare- ,
. including their voter for ithe KO resolution on *the internet- ;ﬁ
i

jonal Twueshion-~siemps iftself as a menelver Lo gain time
and shield thenselves from a dfrect condemnation by the Plenum.

© ~Yhe differences over the infermetional questhons, wiich .
viere gqulite fmndamentzl chzss, have beean no completely ard i
' s6 convincingiy established in the docwients and recovds ¢f P
. the Comnmitiea thet no ground iz 1lsfy for ddubt as to how mat¥ i

ters really ctood before fthe PlLenwa., Iathe dozument c¢f March
28, entitled "Intermational Problems oi ine Comramisd Leaygus

. of Inerica {(Oppocition)", sighed dy conrades Swabeck and :
Camon, *hé origin and essence of thig dispule, which conrade
Shachimen has fried %o sideirack with his venomons polenic .

.. ia Gefense of Carter, was clearly outlimed, Conrades who .

whan to trace the dispute to i4c rools are referrsed to *his
dogumsnt wvhich retains i4s validity in &1l rssvecis, In =

order to evoid repetition we shall limit ouwrsslves Lere 4o thae !
> tita%ion of records and docunentary proofs wnich show low :

f2lae are the present contentions of comrade Shach“azi dvous™
ners3 misundersiandings and "conyrary a:ssertions’~-ic~I%7 nouti~
ing of outright "framse-ups"-~of which he wes the victii,

d The Tirst "contrary asseriion" in regard %o %he position (
& 0f corrade Shachiman on the siftuvation in the Buropnsan sec-~
tioms was made by comwade Troicky., 4nd his indictrment aid :
not ceitizern iftoel? a% all with increly eviscdic questiions, bul
vitin ¥ns wihole ccurse of comrade Shichiman in 4he Internation-
2l Left Oppoaticii, wWith his failure to recognise ihe conflictd
. o% fendencies, with his wnwillingness To draw any counclusions !
¢ from thé leny siruzgles sgainst the &E2mdinte of disinti-
gration, of shoddy cureerism and intrigueﬁ;&nd hig conseduent g
. Gireet and indirect suvvor’d of these elsments, lorzover, ihe i
-5’ vrotests ef comrale Trotcky were not mzds cnce bHat severcl ;-
timas; they wore never in the leas’ heed3d by comrade Shachi- '
men; and on the very &y ithe Plenum opened, alstvier frem R
cofrade Troteky returned uzgein, in more smphatic 3orms than ‘
belore, %40 hig criticism of the International position of
comrade Shachinan, ' Y

-

~s
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“Theconduct 22 comrazde Shachtmon sinee his redvrn from ] ‘

Europe~-his contrary votes and his stubborn aitecuptsc to sab- o

otage 4hs passing and ths DHublicztion of ths I resolution A

- v on vhe question, his virulent'factional attacks and his attempls
to shif¥” the dispule to other, far less importznt questiongs-- i
onlytended to coufirm the aczcusations of com2ie Trotsky, and - i

of ,;

not to refuts them. Thasce letiers of comvude Troisiyzre
, submitted as Qocwnsntary material wiin this bulledin, Incl- N
. _ vd2d also is the lengthy letier of comrade Shachiazn %o - 6
odmrade” Trotsky Tron Faris on the date of Dze, 1, 1931, Here
ve quote a few extrachs Tfrom this material.

P AR

- o in]
Under G3%e of December 25, 1931 comrade *rofsky wroie %o
the Ccrmittzas _

Warh - Al idis dl B2 nd A amavamata T e vt cal %
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"in %he most displited Buropean guecstions were hever

* ‘erovned vith success.’ It alwaeys appeared o me tha%

comrade Shachtman was, .and still is, guided in thsse :
queetions, which —ere 'somswhat more remote £rom imerica,
more” by personal and journalistic Sana4hies 1han by
fundamen‘al politxcal conSLdera*ionS.

T.sYou will, however, havé to understand that it is not -
takeh very pleasan*ly here when comrade Shachiman, a% th:
acufest momeny; adonts a position which completely
counteracts the utruggle vhich the pror“es ive elenents
of the Opposition have been conducting for a long %ime =
and Gpon the basis of which a2 cerfain selection took
place, and which avvears %o be covered bv *the authority
of the Anericzn Sechtion.,” (pPur . nvnasxs)

- Onh DécembBer ao‘*IQél comrade Protsky wrote Lo comrade

Shachtman; .
vUnfortunately, you have ans wered nothing to ny oblesi-
ions %o your conduct in Turope., In the meaniime, I'h..
to take a position against you also openly, without, at
all even$s, calling you by name, in a circular %o the
sections, I mus% extablish regretfully that you have
drawn absolu%ely no conclusions from the bad experienea,
begimning with ‘the Infternationzl Conference of April, 190G
The difficult situation in 4he French Ligue is, to 2
cerfain degreec, due ‘hanks also %o you, for dl*ectly or
indirectly-you always supporied those elersnis. which actl-
ed 1like a brake or destructively, like the MNaville °
proup. Ycu how transfer your support %o 2ill-Felix, who
have abzolutely no% stood the test in any regard.

"Whal you say abouti the German Cpposition sounds like

an echo of .your old sympnathies for Landau, vhich the’
German corrades do not wani to forgel and rightly so,

In the struggle which we led here against” the'aceidental
blirned-out or dovm-right demoralised elewm anfis, you, dear
Shachiman were néver on ourside and ‘those concerned
(Rosmer, Naville, Landau and now lMill)alweys fell k===
thems€lves covered in & hipgh measure by the American ~
Leacue., "I by no means believe that %4he American League
bears the responsibility for it4, but I do find it
nécessary %o send a copy of thig letter 10 the Americen
National Committee so thaut at least in the fufure our

. BEuropean strurgle‘may be less infllenced by your per-

sonal connec 1ono ympa,“ies etc,"”

Again on Jan. 5, 1932 comrade Trotsky wrotie to the Co"mltt'

"Ly concern becomes still more heightened bythat Lact thal
comrade Shachtman has not replied to the letters and
varaings on my part and 6n the part of close friends and .
that” comrade Glotzer too, who promised me 10 call ¢omrada
Shachtman %o order a 1itt1e did not Yake up this mafter
by a°single word, I.had $heé Lnnre°sion that both o?
ther, Shachtman and “lot%zer, siood wider the impressiion
of the small Jewish grouv in Paris and compleiely over-
looked the Oppositicn movement in.Zurope.
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On May 19, 1932 to the National Cormittees

"I am very glad you have %aken a firm position on the int-
ernationalquestion...
On the in%Zrnal disrute in the Anerican League I do nof{
as yel take a vosition because I have noi had arn opp~
ortunitiy to study %Hheé ouestion with sufficient atteniive-
ness, when I 33 Yake a position I will *try not to al-
low mJoelf to be influenced in advance by the falicae
and danaging position of comrade Shachiman in all’ thsa
iﬁternaﬁional questions;, almos% withou®t excevnfiion, On %
the other” hand, however, it is no% essy %o assume thai =
oné can bé correct in the most important mational
questions, when one is glways wrong in the most im=-
portant internaticnal quesfions,™

S0 much for ths vile insinuation th2% the dispute over
$he 1nﬁernatioral quesiions arose as a result of assertions
falsely made” ggainst comrade Skachiman by other members Qﬁ,
the Commi* tee. Fro m %the above yzazitcar quoiabions if iLs .
perrecily clear that %he opposiition to comrade Shathiments
position cane mos{ decisively from comrade Trotisky, who was in
a a far befler position %o keep triaclk of the Interna%ional ac-
tivities and conneé ions"o¥ comrade Shachimen thzn was the
National Conmi‘tee, which hro did not find i{ recessary %o
conisult, Butl %the conZlict over thne international questions in
the NMationzl Corraitiee, walch comrzdé Snachiman carried oud 1
into the membership on otnevpretexts did no% by,any means
rest sole*y on %hs lefters of corrade lrotskJ. here is a
tlearly established record of actions, volies and’abstentions
from voiing wnich all go to °upn1cmenu and confirm the abn-~
rehension oxwressed by comzade Lrotsky., Consider 4his re~
cord in confras’ 1o the uabJer¢uge about mere "conyrary
asservions', ’ B CT .

T 1. On"Jdan 13, 1932 the National Committce declared
$hai comrade Shachtmar’s views on the disnutes in the Euro=-
pean sections had been pul forward by hinmsell as”an individusl
without consulting the Jational Committes and that it %ook
1no responsivility for them, Jonrede Shachimzn abetained Frodm
voting, and re°1z ed’ his mogivicn =5 Lnisor o ine SN
Conrade GLO52zC8Y V/I0OL0 INLo ULG TeCOLGGBOL BLE Maeitin p““ff“Sfier
to clarify mv “0"1 ion, narﬁicularhv occuuve l ‘neve re 0
almost ab *q= “Srne Gima VLhio Qo T
S S e e F sl e e ?Tr“’*

sa we Ly naeg

CEREYC hu,

- 3
2, Cn February =2 *he Comaitté€e adonted a notion ex
prossing disagreement with the nomination of IMill as u,mené
ber of 4the Internationsl Secretaria® hy ftheS3znish section,
Comrade Shach*men voted ag:inst.(ilinutes of the IIC Feb 3, 19329,

- 3.0n Feb 17 the committice passed a2 motion %to adodbi
a resolution on the situation in the Interrnational TLef%d
Opposition, "the resolu%ion dra®t by comrade Gloizer to be
baken as a baSlu ané the oullined points submift%ed by cohrade
Cannon de incorporajed Tor the final resolution,"'Comrads
Shachtiman voted zeainst. (Minutes of the NCFabig, J52])
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"+ 4, A% the meeting of March 7 comrade Shachtman began °

his open~factional attack against Swabeck and Gannon, onthe

" Garter-Engels disputie, in the presence of Hew “~ork” Branch

membars, rejecling motions to consider the matter first in a
dlosed sessioni There he first advanced the idea that ths int-

efnational disputes were & "frame-up" ggainst him., There also

he rejected for the second time the proposal th:t he return
to nis post as*Editor of the Militant. (M{nutes of the NC
March 7, 1932)/

- 5, A% the meeting of March. 15 corrade Gloizer refused 1o
accept the ‘combination™of his draft resdlution and ithe out- ~
livied poinis 0f comrade Cannon, which he had previdusly agreed
to. “Comfagde Abern also submx*ted & separate draft. Comrzds
Shachtman absfained on all drafis. T

Thus all  Fesolutions failed of a majority in the res
ident Committes and a delaying referaendum of fhe” full Comm—
ititee bectame necessary before 4the position of the HC could be
estabished. (1jinutés of the IC March 15, 1932)

6.°On April 18, it was revorted a} ¥ne Commi4teo meeting
that the rziﬁxnnﬁxm'international resolution had received a n
majority of the.voles in the full committee, Motion
oarried Yo send it to the Braanches a2nd ask thefa to procéed wvi
with the "discussion’and record ftheir opinions, Conr“do
Shachtman abstained, Comrade Glcizer and Abern inSisied on
senaing ouv Lneir om draft resolutions 4o the Bravnches a-~
long with the of7icial resclution, an action which was” bound
Y0 create , and it did create, confusion in the Branches
and mili4ated azrinst a mobilizatiotn of the. membership in
support of the official resoluiion.” Motion carried io.
pring the 02°icial resoluiion in the Militant, Gonrode’
Shachtman voted amainsi, (liinutes of the NC , April 18,1932)

¥ the Tace of this record how can anyone seriously maine
tain that there was no nrevious objecticns 4o the intérrat{ional
resoluiion on the part of cohirade Shachiman? And how, likewise
can i% be denied tha’ comrades Abérn and Glotzer, who viera "
"no} in accord" wiith his positioxn, nevertheless as.isted him *
a{" every siep in his opnosi*lon and oovstiruction? In udleiOu,r
itherec ™ere many occasions, not recorded in ths minutes, when
comrade Shichiman *rankly stated his disagreenent wxun Yre ¢
resolution, his objectiion 4o publishing it in the Militant,
his bpiﬁion that we were "400 hasty" and that we would regcet

11, elice As a matter of fact it was not until the lasy day of -

Plentm that- comrade Skadhimen --after Rimcr deys nfdebatie~=in=
fo¥med us of his zgréement with the resolution and his read~-
iness {0 vote for it. _

) This corredtion ofpogition can be welcomed, ard Wi
welcomed by the Plenum, 2% motivated the Plénum in“fefraini~
ing Trom passing a resolution of condémmation, and ia ifs aii~
itude of conciliation with the comrzdos of ths ninority. Bui =
vhen it is now naintained that the most importent factor 2 i n
the disruption o? {he resident Coumitiiee~-the dispute over  ~
the internat-idnzsl quasiions=-wvas not a real dispute but a nen~

-uflactured one; and that.thse Plenum only s ralgh tried out a mise

wnderstanding, it can only raise the most serious doubis
ag to the reality of the agreement arrived at, It deprives %
the brganLS*tlon of any asswrance against the repetxulon of -’

the errors at the next _turn in deVGlOmeﬂba. This is precise-
s ~a AP A, a=Iinor A 1081"'10’1
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open for a Teiurnm to the abendcned poliey &t any time, We can
hardly condemh the Shalinists for this practice with any con-~
sistancy if we %olerate it in owr -wn ranks,
- The'attempt of the statement of the minority comrades to
explein the change of posiiion by réferance 1o the resslution
1n roduced by *omradu Spector wheih, thedy say, "represented our
point of view" is no explanation at 211, Conzede Snectovuo
resolution rollow s completely the line of the orlginal
resolution and dogs no¥ contradic¥® Iy at any pdint. I aquls'
also with some new matters’which r&;zar cen since the adoption
of the original raoolutlon, and takes the vosition on 4then
in accordance wiith its funfemental line. For these reascns if
ves zecepted by the Plenum, not as a subs fitut,, but as Moupe
pleneniary and further eleboration of iac_iic restubion 2lrs a_/
adontea', (iidzauies ov Tane Plonum, page

The fzult of com rade Shabhimz=n’s position on the Infer~
national cuestions of the Left Opposition was not ineident-
2l or episodic: they concerned his annroach %o the whvle prcb-
lem and his lnabllluy to ar“" the neccessary conclusiono'aroa
the long process of internzl sirungle in tne Buropean sgct iOLu.
Cne only needs to Yead wha{ he has writiten on the subject
convince hxnse‘” od this, If i{ is assumed for the nonent
th % comrade ™ skJ may have been nmistiken in his judg-
men% ds Yo the pooi iion of comrzde Shacnﬁman, and that the at~
ti%ude recorded in the minules vl the comnittee does not’ ine
dicate what i% seems to indica%e, then %wrn 1o fthe lengihy

Clebter of ctmr-de Sb*chtr:n 4o comrade Trousiy under dats oZ

Déc 1, 1932, walch'is included as material in this'bulletin,
What he said there, as well as vwiai he left unsaid, proves cen-
clusively 4hat his lztter has noiring in comwon wiith the res-
olution of the IC.

- - /- - — -

“The NC rescluiion *ev“rds $he utiuq°1c in the French
Ligue as 2 confliet of enaencxou and $akes a firm posiilon
in fzavoriug 0_ one and 2goinst 1e others Comrude Shachie

mun's letter estimates tns mattor fron tne standpoint of epic-
odic disyutes o° the day, overlooling +the conflict of %en~
dencies anll ziving no sunnort 4o {he more revelutionary current
at the monent when international support was the most decisive
necessity.
He devotles most of his criticism to the lesdership of t ¥:
French Lezsue, shields “the Mill-Felix groun and mininmizos
its mis{nrés, and refrains from criticicm of thellaville group
altogether, And from 1this he con:ludes 4n-% 4the present leade

ership 2f the Frencn Ligue should be renlacsd bJ a "conceniraiyior
‘leadership, in Wwhich the Mill-Felix prroup and the laville group

will participate and p*ex,n* the "dominefion" of 4he present
leading group, If you'see the siituation in theFrench Ligue as
conflicy of tcndencigs,2s %he IC r-goluiion esgiimates it,the
proposal of ¢onrade Snavniaan has 40 be rcgardad as a funda~’
manizlTerror, which would maxe coniusion worce confoundedand,
infesfoct, s suonort the fachion qtruvnln o ine "Ill-~e11
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‘The NC resolution says “Theleadershiﬁ'of the German Sece

tion, which haS taken shape in the stouegle cxzinsd Landaw ~

and hic sterilo Zactional regime, must be given 21l nocsible
intemeational assistance and supyor+ in itc tremendous re=~ -
sponsibilities and 0pp0r4un1 ;iesy™ Shachiman's lelier depro=-
cates 4he abilities of the Germen leadership in such a way

- taht 1% called for %he reply of Trotskys "What you say aboul

Yhe Gorman Opposition sounds like an echo of your old oyn:-
pathies for Landau, which *he German comrades do not waniy to
forget and rightly so."

The KT resolution demando 2 collective par’icipatxon in thke
a?fai¥s of the Furopean sechions, IY says: ~“"IniioXder for the
Lzague to be useful in the solut ion of the Intermalizmer prob-
lems of the Iuropean sections, and to educate itself in

- interna%idnalism in the Proe¥ss, it muet Pimly organifSé a =

collective participation, Tne IIC as 2 whole must famialérize
“i¥selr with the International quéstious and bdriny.a coli-
ective judgment to bear upon them."™ The letfer of comrzae
Shachtman, "and~his general course of action in Burope, regard-
inz which he ngither informed nor consulted the Comnltt e
are & shining example of the purely versonal and individualis-~
fic method o"’"allng with the affalrs of the' International
Opprosition whish brought such harmful results.

- fhe~voie of comradd Shachtman fro the IC resolution can
have a real signifiéanee only in so far as it represents a
conplete reversal of 4ne posltfion takten in his letier, As
long~as he doss nol see %hat, &s long does not frankly acknow-
ledge it, he gFives no assurance against *be return %o the diw
rect or -indirect support of the disintigreting elements at
the first superficial change in the situation.

~ = - . THE® NEW YORKX BRAICH SITUATI ON-
The attitude o? the Plenum toward the situation in the
New York branch~~%tha second major question of dispufie in the
resident Committee~~was alsg decidedly dirfferent from the
repreden®ition made in the statement of the minority cormrades,
Abern, Shachiman and Glo%zer, "In this cace, as in *the case
of the International questions, %the claim is made that %le nos-
itioh of comrade Shachtiman and %‘he o%thers had been misrepre=~
senfied and that the Plefium discussion clarified maifers and
made Po& ible a common &ffort for & "sneedy solution" of the
problem. fTnis dan hold good only %o the extent that the
minority comrades meke a raaical change in their pre~Plenun
attitude and adapt thencselves fo the resolution on this point
worked out by the resident Committes on the instructions of
the Plenum. This resolution conforms %0 the znalysis of the
problem coniained in the statemen¥t o0f comrades’Swabeck .
and Camnon, in%roduced into the HC on lMarch 28, ("Internal
Problems of the COmnun1°* Lecague of America Opposx lon").

The Carfer group, &s defined in %*he resolution, is a
ctystallization in tne ow Iorx brancd which obstructs Lis
deVelopment and“nenaces i4s future. Tne dispute over this”
queestion was neither %he result of misunderstianding nor of
misrépresgntation, but bather as in tho International dig- °
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For a long'iime comrade Shachtman minimized the harmfulness of °
this group, and In practice gave L% dlrect emd indlrecct support.
Hiz"gmm first oven atfiack was hads in Aeerss af'Bee LUX {58
the "Statement by Shachimen.,.." daied iarch 12), This wis

the signal "for ths oOpening of the Pfoction siruggle in the ilew
York brahch during which comrades Shachiiai, Avern and Glotzer
and those olosest to ‘hem combined Zorces wiih 4he Carter group
against us on every issue of dispute in meetint afier mediing,
both in 4he branch and in‘the brahsh erscutive committies, AV
the.opefiing of %ths Plenun, comrade Swakosk demanced af a con=

-ditfon for agrcement, a common strugple againcy tha Carder

group, 2s woll as a comhon Support of the IC resntition on the

International questicns, This cohndition was fully supported

-

- in a"resolution Tor 4 militznt poliiaical strumgle , under the

by the Plenum and remeins uneliered,

On~the doncluding &ay of the Plenum comrade Shachiman
submitied a cliatement on %the Carter group:-anﬁ ammhileting
politital characterizaiion, which was acceptable {0 us and wvas
included 11 1he final resoluiion on ithe question vf the New
York branci (See 4he I'C resolution on "The Situafiion in the New
York Branch"). . But when it came 4o ithe moint of drawing the
logical conclusion from such a characierization--%o'nrovide -
leadership of 4he"NC, 40 free'the branch from this naralyzing - -
influencoe~~-cunrades Shachiman, Abern and Gloizor drew back and
sought 10 discolve +the whole question in nmeaningless wordn thit-
vould leave everything where i% Biood before, and cancel the
results of the Plenun discusgliony, They refiiSed 4o sccept the
resolution of the IIC on the “'ew York branch.

In thie acilon there Is to D¢ geon a utriking parallel--
and not by accident either~-with the dravm oul courss of an-
biguity and evasion we encouiered in our efZorts %o bring the
vhole Commit{tece %0 a cencreie and vrnmistiskable standnoint on
the Intcrnational quesiions. And 14 raises very seriously
agein the quection as 4o how thair final vote for-the Intornaw—-
tional resoluiion of the NC is nnderstood by them and vhat
it w1l ocignify in practico, The fight ezalinst ithe elements
of disintigration on an Iniernaticnal scale, and ithé gorres-
ponding Suppert of the revcluiionary greoupings ian*the varisus
sedliions, is undoubtedly the foremost duty. Comrade Shathinan,
aceokding to his vote &1 the Plenwh underst nds that now, But
the Durocpean sections are far exay. A resolufion in rsgard to~
them costs ncthing and mey mean nothing., o - _ ,

H

A : ‘
* The tesh of onels under:tanding of the Intsrnaticnal nole
icy, and his consistency in support o2 it, arrises concretely -
in comnection with fthe analogous problems at home, The long
internal sirugzzls +iithin the Huropean sections has not been &
struggle percons. I% has been a fight, on the one hand, to = -
2k a selection of the genminely progressive’and révoluticnary
ek ments L7 tho Interastional Ielt Opposition, and , o:n the 2
other’hond, 40 rid~{tho movement of alien tendencies and influ~.
cnces, The rcfuszZ in see the problem in this lizht was -
2% the root of the consistently false iudmments of comrade
Shachéfian in tho Intermational field, A rcal correction 22 %his
basic error ~usit 49 manifest iirel? in = rc 38y coriprehension
of the issusc involved in the *ew York Branch, -

~’
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. . group, and the ™ bad Influence™ exoriecd by it " pariiculerly

. . ’ . ]

) . T wlbe
. 'ﬂhé problen there 1s to consolldajie a Tiim polltical
nuoleus and progres°ive1y Yo’ transform e holterogeneous body
" .4into a Communt st organisation, The Carier is %he polar

- grouping Which attrects around it self the poli{ilally Wweek and
demoralised elenents and disorientates the Youth. A resolutie
. 2ight against it follows inescapably from the premise laid
down in the International resolution, The KWC resolution on tne
situation in the Hew York Branch is the complemeni {o, 2nd
the American~transla%tion of, the International resoluiion,
Comrade Shechimaiils treSent support of the first will havs
a’weightier‘significance and will deserve toc be taken fore
sertouﬁly when he dlsconiinues his opposition to the second,

Paratert

a————e.
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By this i%471is no wise intended %o renresent the Carter g
grouping a8 an exact duplication of this or that Furopean group, '
nor In general to~ transplant the concrete struggles off any i
of the Buropein sectlond to the American Lea3ud in a mochan® 40
ical End ariificial way, We hove in mind the esSence of the e
problem which is more or less common {o all sediiions of ths I
International Opposition: the consolddation of the organisatior |
around ‘a selection of the progressive and revoluiionery ~ s
elernents in the course of & ng+emat1c struggle against™the ;
- "negative and harmful"™ 4endencies of various kinds, eacl o? ,
which have their oim pecullar and national characterisiics, g
The thing is %0 see and understand %4he specific problem and *
danger in one's otm orgenisation and W deal with it concretoly,
Othorwiss a hundrsd géfleral resolutions on the far-away ssc-

tions are meaninrless,

°  $he Carter grouding is not as great a prodblem ror as |
great a danger as the groups of Landau~Naville and others - S &
-proved %o be in"Zurope, nor has i% matured all the negafliive .
qualitieﬂ of these groups. 4&nd if is no® likely %to do so, Or, |-
at any rate i% is noy lucely {0 do e rmuch hain 40 the l
League nougn the po ientiali ties are” thers, - Bu} this to . -g

be atit ;ributed chies Sly 4o ihe circumstance tha' -Zor the pasti

period a sysiematic stiruggle his been carried on againsi

this group by 2 part of the IT, despite the 1nner-erence and

protection accordzd %o fthe group by comrade Shach nan and

in thé course of this siruggle & cexizin selectisn has already

places The group new ¢iands formally condemned by thé Plerum i
8%%er’a lengithy discussion in which its representative "was -

. heard,” On that basis the siruggle can and must be raised Yo by
a higher s%age and brougn* %o & succeSsful conclu xon. This = §.
is the wey we'underst.nd the que..tion, And taht is the way we .

- s8hall proceed, with or without co-operation of {he mincritiy. i

fhe "ne~ative and harmful characteristics™ of the Carter

cn the younper comrades" ,which comrade Shachiien explained ™~ |y
with sufficient lucidity in his statement to the Plenum on the -
question, are not exagmeruied by thz NC, and ilrereby elevated :
above their real pronortlons. No, 1% 18 the coddling and Ly
shielding of this group, the direc1 and’ indirect suppord given B
. %0 it under gulse of pro%test against the mze "elubbing of ihe S
- youth" that nurtures and strengthens this group and draws out * -
the process o? liquidating 113 influence., 1% is‘'this attitude,

maintanied over a neriod Tx o2 time by Shachiman, Abern end G-
At -3 4ua focoma and nacessitated a direct




- - . - Y . -

intervention by ‘he Plevwa o tho-FC. A united sirusrle‘of
g . - Yhe entire NC, along iks linas of the adovied rocdlution,

ii S wowld dispose of %4his obstruction in a cowphritively shor$™
{ime, and without convuisions in the branch. The shilly-shally

-policy of the minority comrades risdiayndosmiedlm ohov 100X

7 , . : ‘ o

S would prolong the 2ifficulty, enlarge its acope, spraad de-" 3
. - morilézatidn in the or"anhdatxon end result in au 1 :evitable

r convudsion,

.

FR THE UNITY AND CONSOLIDATICN OF TH® ITACUE
The aim of every serisus-wmindedand comsciendicus Opn-
: : ositionisy must be the conselijdation o Tar crganisstioen and
' -~ the presefvation of it3 vaity Zor the great tasks that 1ie
- .- before us, This is tho policy znd th2 -im of tha National
"~ Committee which has ‘bean dsitonstrated in proctivs throughoud
. the nearly four ysars of ths cxistenco of the Amurican Opposi-
{ion. The leadershin nas been success 1u1 wn {111 now i mein-  {:
taining the unity of $ic organisatien Lecause 1t hos undor- 1

.
o o
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+ stood that the formdation Tor u-ity can X only be a conmron it
. policy on the mast importent qvestxon andaresolute sitrugglo N
. - agalnst divergences from it. Thé.various sttenpis-at &15- ) |

ruption which we have seen (Pox, Weisbord, alkin, s%c.) ware
not{” frustrated by pacifism 20d pareeanal diplomaéy 21l pious ~ 4
appeal for peace ai any-price, opt hy“uncomprsmising struggle 4.
ageinst the elements™of disintigralizg aul the falsz cm- f
oceplions ' they advorced., Our wiity was won axd confihsd in .

”,\

b ’ struggle, and so it will always ve. ] . i
¢ They aré wrong who see” in %$ho pfesent‘'cituation, wuich ff

threatens 2 fachion shrussle in the Leapte, e nrob]en 0L persons
and persomsl relstions whiehr may be solvced by dlplonacy and by
concessicns here ard tacza: Ve uncerstund that perconal
creletiont ard an important, buvt niverthruless a secondary
‘ © gueetion. That is why ths Plermm, vhich was awsmoned j0-"°
4 , getha? to dezl with the ccn¥lict in tha resident committee,
*yleldad ab°01u.ely nethline Pfrom the policy wihicn it consldared”
correct and necos=zary snéd tnen rant o cvery reasonzble length
'y - toward ecnciliation to the extent thet itz political do~-
- menla~ware-miy. svery sign of a roawakering of ths conflict
in the menfbership dj3ctssion is dua estirzly znd ewclusive-
1y 4o 4re atlempt of the minority to. ne;atﬂ the conclusions
of tle Tleaun arxd te return to tha nosiiions they abandoned
- .. - thore, & conciliation on such a dbasis would be an aryificial
. ona, and would only prenare %he ground Ior deeper con-

-l 9

o vuiisions latsr on,

e . “The statement of Shachtman Ahern, =nd Clotzer speuks :
- ’ a great 8eal zbout uni*y and the 'voidance of faction q*rugvle S
o but the coatantions in the document, snd their sctions sicce :
' ) ths Flonum, speekx a éifferent .Jn,uag;. Znd it is ths actions
‘whiczh are mest important ond decisive, for $hey have a logis
buyon“ the control cf pro*eo.a+iouu nd - sven of intentions,
14 is true tnat the tone of the new statarcnt is more polited
. . than tha one kward in the polemics befors sud at %4re Flisnum,
. e foul zecusations ¢f "framc-vp”, witkh which comrade Shachi-
' man‘polaocned the atmosphere of the commiiise a short whilo
i ' ago, ithe atlempt o sidotrack the important irsues in favor
52 mawmaw~t amtlivad and secondary gquastions, are RelSITRAKE

]

- e

el o2 B ol

S HOPTTC

T



b

. ]G

E"'?W S e R P T S S SOOI XX ‘{)LL\J.XK}G\..\_'..&C}\.’SMW.JC\X
moderated fbr the 1 ﬂenoerozlp diseussion intc™sly hinls to the
same offect. But the bhasic positicn which he ma)nfaxned before
which brought aboul 4he confiict. is restated in the documsni,’
The conten% is ‘nere, and it is not madé more acc°pteble by in
moderated form in which i% is oresented,

-

In reality the siatement ' does no% speak for a liguid- *
“aflon of” the factioﬁ s uggle; but for the peostiponanms of 14,
The sfatement is %he program for a iruce, during which tha wr
worthless™ "issues" waich *rfy vi 43V Trom the Plenum will be
kept alive in a concesled form and a faction girouping held
together on that bzsis which would be a st anding wenaca to tha
unity of the Leagus ., IZ the membership of the Laague allows
ftcel? %o be deceived by Tuch 2 stratagem, it il seeks to

- purchase 2 momentary reacse un uch 2 bzsis, L% w3l only co:
demn the League %o a long pericd ofF cemoriiszation whick wiil

. lead the say 19 a real convulsion, The unity of the Teagus
must be zfZxcmrd” asserted in the £irm rtjeciion of this attempt
to circumvent the aciions of the Flenum, .

The unity of 2 Communist organisation is »ot realiszed

" by universal egreement, bul by an orrsanisziional process, by ~
discussion and decl°1on and eventual;y by the sutorcdination ©f
the ninority to the'majority. Democra,lc cantralism szinifies
-not only discussion, but also decision, The idsza %al de~
.clsions o2 the orZznisalion can bs ignored, thaf erdlass dis=-
éuscion can procedd~ as thousn nothing had happened, nzs no-
thing in common witn the Communist principle of organigation,
A Plenum of tre H,,-onal Commititee 1s a highly imporiany and
signific nt 278ir, The Z$eague can &llow it %o ve imorad
only 2% the perll of its om dlSlntLgrabIOﬂ. Yet “4hal is
precisely whaﬁ‘the s*a+orw*m' of Abern, Gloizer and Stachiman
sets ouf to do, e attitude of the Plenum did rot suit
them-~therefore they anpeal against ii. The sltatement even
goes so far as to polemicise azainsh the decision of %he
National Conference on thre~ composition of %he NC. They hint
et all kinds of "differences" vhich they 6id not aszk the Plenw:
to decide. And all the %ime <hey protest that unﬁy do not wa“‘

- & factlonal struzple in the Teazue and do noi consider a con-

ference necessary. HoWw can & Communist organisation folerate
. such an attitude? ’ '

If a conference is not needed, ans not demanded, %then 14
s self~evident thut %he wnity of the organisation has fo resiy
on the decision of %4he Plenunm. One cannot face both ways on

this question. The appeal of the minority apaincf the Plenug-=-

the decision of wklch are concretized and gaaren ;eed by the
cooptations~~is~an appeal to ré-udiate” the Wational Commiitee,
t0 deprive it of %re hecessary, 4o make i%° depen&ent in itc
decisions on ths &greement of the minority, and whereby %o
Paralyze its vork. To combine such an unde"stana.“v vith

- plous expressions about the desire for uniiy in %the organ-
isa%idn and a " fufictioning tollaboration in the leadlng com-
mittee" is a CynlaJA mockery. It is factionzlisn in the worsy’
possible form. The League much speak categorically against i,

For or against the decisions of %he Plenun--thai 1§ {he
way the minorxty puts the ques*ion in its st atement. The
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" approval,

- p¥osram o? aclivi*y, ‘on the basig of 4

" the Americen Coummunist movement.

-veluopments cowmpelling

- orgenised Loft Opposition frections within the Party.

P el

National Committee’ hag n6 choica bub to ancep+ i, anﬁ-+o:nsll R
upon the’'membership %o reenforce the Pleaun dec;aions with theid”

All the material ig submitted for +the discussioa. Wie’

questions must be gone ‘into” dseply. They rust De L£irmly and de-
Lr--t

liberately dedided. The greatest menzce to/tae organvsciion will
cofie from any sord of anblvuify, Prom any tendency to-icave tzo
Guestions undacided. Irom that demorilizaiion would ¢ne7~vch4y
followv, Aoaxns* that we appeal %o the comrades for the Firm
consolidation of the unity of the ILeague, for the establishment

of discipline and the concentrztion of ths inembefshivp on the rnoew
the’ Plenun dccioio“" 2nd uicnr

seeae

{the leadership 0?2 the Lafiowtl COruaLsmee,

TIONAL COLRMITTEE

COIUNIST I._J “ l“' ‘L"IICA { FXeSIT
x*****************4tkk**v

' Prooram of Activities for the COmmunist Leaguc of Amerize (Opp.

The Vational Commlttee affirms its perspsctive of gxowth for
the Left Opposition, and is convinced thit the next period otfurs
exceptional opportunities,
at the presentmoment we stand befors great decisive historical
turns, particularlyin the general world situation, with its rapidly
edoveloping revolutiorexyypotentialities. The contrigiotions of
the Centrist buseaucruacy of the various purties, caught ir & vise
of their own blunders, unable to lead in a forward direction, are-
preparing the gwmound for new layars of reonforcement to tre leit (

Opposttion. .

Zhese'cont}adictioné ere becoming évar mor e apparent viithin £

In the deep economic cricis the

party leadership fails to adopt the policies which will cecure the
party's advance commensurate with the possibilities covallible. -

Zhe criticisms which we have made are being confirmed by tho de- —-
the perty bureaucrats to initiete now “turns"
though always ettempting to cover up their pust wisteies, This in-
oreuses the favoreble possibilitises for the League.  VWe must pre-
pure to take adventage of this Bitﬂdtlon, and as & begxnning take

the following measures: _

l-~Prom the Plenunp 1t is necessary thu.t we proce’d 1mmediutd-'.
1y to consolidate our ranks in shech a wamer that wa will be 2blo
to cope with the work which lies shead of us. Our course is. tha
one of drawing closer to the sarty. At the szme time we wmust uim
at a wore systematlc intervention in the claess struggle. Our past

- concentration of propaganda work end the education of our czdres

.has propared for asuch a step. Every member must essume definite
obligations and curry them out. Zhe Leaguo must estublish o firm
discipline. Our next advunce should be directed toward the org-
anxsatxonal strenvthanzna of our poslt;on 21l along the lines

2—-Systamatlc efforts should first of all be m:de to devalop
Contacts
are already ay.ilable in fizw York, Phil2delphia und Chicego. This
offers a good starting point. We should therafire give these con-
rodes definite wodk to perform and definite inmedicte objectlvis

to he mvrzzisstwsioeigyshazy realised _8tep by step, and in an
- f-asntUaca nhiantives-

L
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This idea reinforced by the fuci that <
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prooceed from the ndeds of the movement and «re to be so formulated
~ thot they correspond ertbmmentinrredtozoongaeny in the most proc-
t1cal wannor with the position and the Party work &ngageé in by

for the Left Opposibion views,

bers of the Party auxiliaries znd onss organisctions--ths I.L.D.,
the Uneomploymeat movement, the T.U.U.L. end ftrade uniun left. wing
groups, etc.--211 to enter by cureful selection and preparation.
Within thess org:nisutions our memhers should co-oper :te in dvery
. detail with the Left Opposition fractions in the Purty, help then
2 in their work and devélopment, bacoue active bpt cureful propa-
gandists for the Left Oppositions views and fight for the right of
participation by zXX our units in all of tho activities of the
s generzl woverment in en or¥genised manner. They should keep urgan-
"ised contact with non-purty Comuunist olsuents within these orgun-
isutions who are sympaghetic to our viiews and co-urdinzte thair

b afforts in our behalf,

" 4--Qur press must bere uore of the imprint of collectiie effbf
refleot wora the life of the organisation and the provlems of the
1 IR Amoricah wovement as & whole. Ve should set us & recl eim of all

nombars and sympathizers to utilize .every neans possibvle to extond

and build the press and literuture distridution by systemzticully
worked out cempaigns. Ve propose to wése inuediate cssigauonts
L for the writing end publicw.tion und publicetion of several low
ﬂ(: priced pamphlsts-deusling-with current -qéastidns of the working
. alass movewant. .

. -b-=Wo aio to obtain a new headquarters for thoe Nutionzl cente
end to org. nise a central workers' school for the coming fall und

winter months. 70 reclise this aim we propose to begin a camp..ign,

.. without doiay, for tho estublishment of & "Now Hesdyu:rters =and
¢ . School Pund", Ve must select 2n effactive administr.tion for the
school to ensure a well organised b.sis for the undert.iking and

hund of ths NC. All of the NC wewbers are %o be aveilable and to
prepure t2 assume the duties of instruction. As a_boginning the -
curriculum should includo courses in: Tho theories of Licrxisa,
History of the Cowaunist Intorn.tionul, the Communist Purty ond

. tho labor wmovement, o8 well os the platform and views of the Loft
Opposition, Together with this school we must create a n:tional
educational departuent with one NC member in chirge. 0Ona 9f the
dutios of this deportuent is to workmi out schedules and progriowms
- .- of educationzl activities for the League brunches cnd sywmpathetic

- workers' groups. - _ . '

N

N : 6--Our youth wmoveouwent is yet in an extrecely weazk stufe,

. noecossitating purticular orgonis.tiovn2l suttuntion for the ic-
wedi.te future. o should Ixrox¥® bear in mind th+t our ysuth
aoveuient h.s a field within the broad luyers of the working cluse

) . ¥youth in which the Y.C.L. is much less of = fictor than tno rartys

" is within the guneral working c2ss wiveuent. Our Nutional bhhosic 2N
- Yiuth Committes must therefore purticularly concentrzte its i
. * oyvfords for oxpansion in an orgunisaticsnal dirsction, for tho
building of Spartucus Youth Clubs, first of ull in suck citios,
whore we have Leugus brunches und where full assist..nce cun
be givon by the League. At the same time, this offors also

the comrades S0 os to enable them in the best possiblg»way”fd'fiahf

3-:0ur wembers, as far o8 piadtidaﬁié, ghould 211 becoms weme

its financizl incoma, with the politicel dirsction rowaining in tho
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an opportunity to utilize the members of the Spat cus Youth Clubs
for activities within the Y¥.C.L. and its youth auxilicries., Zas
development of Left Opposition youth fractions within the Y.C.IL.

can thus g0 htnd in hard with these genersl activities. BRut to
mke progres possible in thnis gener:l work it is nacossary that

"the Young Spartacus, in its cheracter, becowss worc 9f en sleunantewr

ary class struggle youth paper. ZFhis we should set as our i%i=
medinte aim. .

7--Unser Kanmpf has now heen existence for wevoral nmonthe and
goined 2 considerabls ciréle of sympethetic cont.cts zwmong Jeviish
workers. But its orgunisational foundation needs to beo 1aid
through the building of the Unser Kampf Clubs. Such should be the
objective for expunsion in this field for the cuwing period., ¥e
Propose to assign ons neaber 0f the NC to work with sSur Natiunzl
gowish fr..ction conmmittee especiclly ic carry out the uiws of
securing anﬂ organised foundation for Unser XKompf,.

8 B8--~To tuke advantage of the excellent possibilities at hand
end to strongthen the Lezgue organisctionally heeds orgunisers,
Whilo sur finenciel weans cre liwited and therefore vlso im-
posing limit.tions upon the size of our working stuff it is nevor-
theless possible to take some elemdntary wteps in noro utilization
of valuntary 2ield org..nisers. Caroful selection iuez spould bo
made awongst comrudes who cian be available in Xhis scnso us woll(
as careful solection 02 territory in which they ure tu work. A4s
examples of the lutter whero such work ccn obt.in rosults, wo
wantion the Pittsburg, Youngstown znd Cleveland territury, ‘Bostun
Duluth wnd others. We 2lso huzve some good contucts in the West, =
where league units have not =8 yet been org.nised. Roal sttention
to .these conti.cts will w ke possible of wctual org: nisation ih -

th::t section th:t much sooner. —- - - e m e

9--This pxxzxxxx program contyins elprentury points- which
are reullz“ble ln the coamng period. Zhereforse to becure speedy

“txc chpﬂlgn, 02 const.int folloving ap by ex>1 rations and di-
rections to the units, of const.nt uttentlon to fully realise

slewsntary steys here proposed.
National Coumittes

- .-, Coumunist Lealue of Awerica ()pposition;
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noctw‘;n'zmr MAIZRIAL FOR DISCUSSION. i

(Wa‘are submitting herewith u series of letters and .. .
excerpts of letters from Comrade.rotsky to the National
Committee as well as letters to Comrade Irotsky)

1 - Excerpts of letter from ;rotsky to Shaohtmun under date
o£ May 23, 1931.

Together with Comrade Prankel, we are very glad that you .have
halfway trespassed your reservations regarding Lundau., Your ex-
Planation, allow me to say, does not appsar very convincing to nme.
You write that you wanted to avoid a premature split. Do you find
that I did want to bring about or hasten this split? A4nd if not,
what practical steps did you propose, in order to achieve this
aim? I, for my part, have done everything thut appesred possiblo
and expedient to me. .Aside from this, it seemed to me thut if the
leading comrades of the nationul seotions had exercised proper pre-
ssure on Landau in time--he may--1 say may--have beon saved. Un-
fortunately that was not the case and you bear a small part of the.

© rxesponsibility for this. =The lion's share, after YLandau, is nuturs-

1lly borne by Naville, who nurtured Landau with fulse hopes, sent
eguivocal information, etc. Now Landau wants to have nothing vo

do with the International Secretariat and is energetlcallj workig
to form a new International, with the Gourget people, with the

Prometeo people, with the Qverstaaten, and, us is reported, withe..

Weigbord for America. lore than that: while he hes doae everytiiing

‘to prevent unificuation in austria, a2nd to deéstroy it in Gsrumuay,

he accuses me of haviing split all the national sections, particu-
larly in America. 3o, my deer Shachtmun, I bear the responsibili-
ty for your not being on good terms with Weisboru. I am afraid
fhat Naville will have to take the same road. His closest Ifriends
have deserted him, and not by accident. Those whom he 1nflugnbas

- are hostile to us, and mean it earnestly. Naville howaever, is

playing with idewes and has nevor meant it ssriously und nonostly.
He romains in the Ligue in oxrdor to sabotage it from within and
in order to help Landuu build his new Intornational.. The prin-
ciple involved in this I have w11ttan about in o letter which sy
son will sond you.

It is self undsrstood that decisions nust be arrived at uco-
ording to the principle linss of the different tondencies, and I

‘understand quite well the caution tuken by your organizuation in

this field. But this criterion must not be conceived puduntically
and so formalistically. 2Inhe Bordigists are a tendency and thney
must be judged according to their fundamental principles. Gour-
get is a tendency and ximy Van overstraaten is a teadency--nuatu- -
rally an unfortunato one. But what shall we say of the Lehnruf X
that changes its "Tendency" sevan times in the interests of the
self-presorvation of the 0ld cligue and in doing this does not
halt before the dirtiust methods? Judgment must be bused on the
fact thet it is en altogether unprincipled clique, deworalized oy
the methods, splits end intrigues of the Couintern, which does
not take idegs seriously, and with whom wo must watch not their
thases but their fingers, Vhat is importunt is not the thescs
that Landau will pr¢sant tomorrow, but tho fect that he cpprovss
everything for Cnina, even for America and the other countrlao,
insofar as it does not touch his position of power. What is chu-
ractoristio of Landau is not to found in his Trade Union thesas,
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.but in the foct that he Rept up a deadly silence on the trade .:4
- and represent them in Natura.

1931 (in full).,

" and tho syndicalists, thore has set in & cortain depression in.

- 88 important--it is necessary that they have finzncial uid from

- . -
. .

-2le

union question in France bscause Nuville is his. friend. - ©hy Pr
grams, the theses, the principles, are highly important, when
they represent a xeality. Bowever, when they ars only an adorn-
ment ond o mask for clique strugzgle; thon tney pust ba bootud
aside with the foot; in order to uncover the Gentleuen ooncerned

(Signed) Your L. Trotsky .. . _

é-Letter from Shactman to Trotsky under date of Dec, 1,
- PARIS, Decemberl, 1931.
Déar Comrade Trotsky:- : ' :

I have just returned from a two weeks'® sojourn in Spain, equally
divided between lLiadrid and Barcelona. From the point of view of

~ the Opposition, I find that its organlzatxonal streagth and in-

fluence are not only good, but actually increasing, dosplte the
fact that since the recent lost striikes led by tho uncrchists
the ranks of the workers. Togother with cowmrade Lacroix, I tock ~~
8 sort of a "Census" of the state of the orgenizution, which I-.
later verified by reading through all the correspondonce whioch

the E., C. had received for the lest threo months or so. From

the report which I shall immadiately draw up for the Internati

nal Secretariat, you will bo able to get a moro couplete picv of
our Spanish soctlon and the possibilities for growth whioch it
has boforo 1t. R ' o

Zhe most unfortuncte o aspeoct of the situation at tho presont mm
moment is the loss of the weekly periodical, 21 Sovist. I made
svery atteupt to convince tho comrades of the urgency of recommer
cing its publication, but I myst confess that their willirgness

is as great as tunat of anybody esle, they wore nevertheless

able to draw up = financial statement of income und expenditures
which demonstrated that in order to issue tho weekly paper once
more, uvnd to have & full-time paid sgcretary -- which is 2ot least

abroad to the extent of some 1,300 pesetas per month for tre

coming 4-5-6 months, It is tiwma that the Secretariat, upor the
basis of pledges mude by com, Molinier, has-&ssured them trat

this sum will be Zortncoming for the wsekly and for the sozre- . . .
tary. But the comrados--both in ledrid and Borceslonz-- hive gath-
orad such a bad improssion of the promises of com. kLiolinicr

(oven id half of them were bassd on the promisas m:de by you)

and they heve developsd such a shzrp antagonism cgainst him,

thet they insistad that they would not begin to issue the puper
egein if tho pledges for fincneiul cid were basod upon promisass
mcdo by liolinier. 1In such « oase, it is of course very diffi-
cult to verify {the lmpression mzde upon comrades. 2Ihe atmospa. )
in the PFrench Ligus is 80 tuinted today -- thut it is clmoat 1
‘impogsitle to teke ths word of =z comrade. No -two comrades have

tho same roport to dolivor about uny single event of eny single .
soection, Thyu Spunish comrades recounted to me a vihols series of .

_actions taken by lolinier. The latter, in turan, prasents tha.

effair ina totulxy diffarent light., OSincs there ure praoticua-

Ve b b a— 24 20 AN valAnnad +ta a



. among them; the difference on various quections wnicn @xisved },

. cadre can be preserved, the prospects for progress ars elmost

with which I will deal more ex tansxvely in oy report. I v-fuﬁ~3%-

- machst«" Unfortunutsly, this is now no longsr possibli. Rathir,

.reazsons, the principal Eurone&n sections have withdrawn thelir.

"have no esuthority with them. I 40 -not now argus about the why, I

-22‘ ' . ! [
question of the word, or the imprassion,of one comrada against
those of anothrer. On such a busis, it is impossibls to forn =
Judgement. 1In any case, I am convinced that wita oll due credit
and respect for the good intentlo 6 that anipatod corzs HMolinisx
while he wes st work in Spain., he cendveted himsslf in such o
manner as succeeded in untanonlang 2ll tha comradod thers. In
this sense, mepy of the erguments which ycu present in your re-
cent letter tp com. Nin (copy of whichn wes sent me) zZre not 9n-
tirely true. I have no doud% that, woafroated with tb2 bittsc-
“hess of a retreat. tha com*ades may have tas tendsiicy to sook I
somebody upon whom to Pir. the blame ~=- nl.d fibey and Lolinig:. v
But their hostility uCWuIGS him doss not ayppesr to ws to be foun- i
ded upon that ulone. I need Lkarily sdd that I &o net chare the j
exeggarated omphasis that the Spanish comradaa pglace upon thse Co b
"work of liolinier", end I sm guita convinged that whe vaver cou. f
Molinier did while in Spain was done with the intention o giv=-
%ﬁg whatever aid possible to the advanuament of our movement ¥
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Now however, whatever damage hes- been done, is done. The ,tout-
oS8t need for the Spanish Qpposition remuins the weekly papsr &nd
& seoretory who can give all his time to the mountain of work
that is €o be accomplished there. In this direstion, a1l the
comrades nust exert thair efforts. I am suro that if the Spua-
nish comredes can be made t0 feal thet the daficit o weekly would
involve will be covered -- so thut ancther retreat in the ione-
diete future is avoidsd -- they will procesd with the werk sgpcee-
dily end successfully. . The organization ia Spcin, with all its
wouknssses, is in telatively excellont condition. At the hsoad of t
it stands a group of really capzble rsvolutionists, On 11 the R
important pclitical questions there is & gratifying solidarity j“
}

va e e

betwesen the Executive Committue and com. Nin, are now eliminated
to €11 intents £nd purposss. If this solididty of the lezding

limitless., But I do not want to continue here uyon & subject - - -

" Now o few words, tha results of previous informetion which I o ﬂé-

g=ined from afer -- reading the documents in -New York -- aad - i
the proeliminary observetions of the situetion which I have mudo ";

on thae spot concerning questions other than the Spunishe- - . 7?
THE INTSRNATIONAYT, SSCREPARIAT:Comrade Fraenkel has written 40 me: "53

"Wir gleuben es ist urocaingt noetig, dwss Du bei Deinem Yrariser 4
Aufenthalt den festgeichrenan Karren dss. Sekreturiuts wiedexr Flott A

8ink this “festgefahrenen Kzorren" formelly, becanse it now hes , Y
and can have little else, but, & fictitious uxistsace. Why should {:
the present secretarist bo llquldhced? l. Because-it no longur P
8 any authority d¢n the ranks of the internutioanal Loft Opn031-
tion. Regardless of «ny irony about the parlismentarism oI its l
"vertauensvotun" request, the fact remains that for a series of

it would be better -- I say this after serious reflectiocn -~ tce ;%
i
3
i
;

"vortreuen" from the presant secretariut, and its views &nd deads

TNy A S

nénely prQSant the fact. ghe Russiun sectlon has practlcally
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arbitraroly, so to speak, in it in advance. If it feils to measure -

.Berlin comrades heve not demonstrated, in practice in our German

' situation, I have no doubt thet he Lus committed mistakes. But . {

-23- ‘ . tool

* e,

broxen off its connections with the-I,”S:  The Gsrmen section ’
Reichsleitung has dona vractically the sames The Frendh E: C, car
Ructs a cumpaign ageinst the seoretariast ehd dominates it in -
general. Zhrough knowlodge of this situation; the Spanish section
is now in conflict with the Secretariat end evidently dogs not

take much sfock in its decisions, feeling that it has liftle if

any suthority in these matters., Under such conditions-regardless
(for the moment) of what brought them about - the secretariat is
largely a fictitious institutions 2, For its material existence

the Seoretariat depencs elmost entirsly upon the Frendh Ligus, or,

t0 put it less vaguely, upon com. Moliniers Between the latter -

and the secretary of <the I.S8, (iill)} there is a violent and open 3
It is 211 the ssctiont which should furnish the materisl support
which makes a minimum of existence possible for an I.S.; unfcrtue
nately, the sections do not fulfill this obligation. What. com.
Fraenkel correctly describes as the dependence of I.S. on the

Ligue, making it difficult, If not impossible, for the I.S. to
intervene in the Prench situation in the name of the International .
Gpposition, Ths responsible leadercship of the Ligue speakss of

the secretary of the SI as & Menshavik, as a bureaucrat, etc.

(in general, torms of this sort are lightly hurled about on all

sides in the Ligue), which does not make matters any better.- -

S« The proposal to confine the work of SI to that of an arboits-
organ is entirely correct if it is conceived inthe sense” that vae

- BT should conduct its current and general work much better than

up to now., I realize its weaknesses very koenly, as a secreotariat C
collectively and as individual members of the secretariat. But ~ .
if£ the propozsal is coaceived in the sense of reducing the SI to a L
purely technical body, I am opposed to it., Better to eliminate  ):
it entirely than to rob it of &ts centralizing political charac- *Q
ter which the Bordiguists have proposed, overy leadersnhip in the b
labor movement starts with a certain zmount of "euthority" invested '

up to the suthority invested in it, it should be removed, . 4, The-
proposal for a sub secretariat in Berlin, which will have charge .

of the U.S.S.R., Poland, Litvhuania, Germany, Czecho-Slovakia, Hun=-. .-
gary, Greece, etc., is not & practical one, to my wind. The CI
never had good experience with its “"sub-secretariat" outside of
Moscow, and the CI possssssed far greater resources for centralis=
zing its work than we, In eddition I must avow frunkly that the - -
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section, such a superiority in orgenizing abilith over the ability
(and it is indeod feeble, as everybody must admit] manifested by . 4
the Paris comradas. Ve are not yet &0 great &n organizatjion that '
we need & division of the secretariat in to two parts for the : "L
countries of Burope. lg

These are some of the reasons which animate me to believe that . !
the present secretariat should be dissolved. I huve reached this = -
opinion with a certain emount of regret, because I belisve that the, h
sscretariat, as it is, could be very useful for the movement, and i
that it has in the pastbeen of such use., Despite the criticisms, - x

oW I

i
the just ones, and the injust ones, directed at comrade 1iill, I - f
believe that he has capacities which the Intarnational Qpposition ‘)é
could well afford to utilize in his present position as sascretary. .

even with my casual knowledge of the recent developments in the

{

they are not worse than some mistakes committed by some of the com-
rades who are wost sharply opposed to him, who have not-had much - -
better results with the organisms which they guide than he has had _%
' - i : : _ Cor T T -4
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with the organism he directs. I find him e devotad, honest and
loyal conmrade, and the Opposition would be making a mistake if it

-drove him out of the work he has been doing, despite its short-

comingd and 1ts own defectss Unfortunately many steps have been
teken which it will be very difficult to retrace, I aduit recdi-
ly that I do not es }ét have any proposal to make for the subuti-
tution of the prdsent ssoretariat., That requires further relcc-
tion end 1 have not yet made up my mind-on the matter. But 5his
much I do think: as at present constituted and in the preseut
oircumambience ih the Opposition, the present IS is largely a fic-
titious institutions We should not support or nourish fictions,

THE. §ITUADION I} TtH FRENOCK 1L1GUS! With a number of objective

. eilroumsvances siurongiy in ravor of our development herey the ;igue
-continues to Geoline: I cannot too strongly express my dissatis-

faction with the situation in the Ligue: The internal struggle;

- the quarrels, the whole atmosphere of the internzl life of thne

opposition in France &re 8o pcisoned that the whole problca of

: finding a way out becomes almost hopelessly obscured: Unless thare

e . e =«
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is a radical change in the situation, I believe that one can have . .

- nothing but a pessimistic outlook for the immediate future.

The personal relations between the various comrades do not improve
by a single iota, on the contrary, they become worse every day.
It is impossible to conduct any objective disggussions o sooner

does & discussion commence than it iwmmediately degenerates into a

disgraceful personal quarrel during which the most violent epi-
thets, the most irresponsible and lignt-minded accusations are
hurled about the room. In the United States, we have had a vas?b
oxperience in factional struggles, good and bad, principled and
unprincipled, groups and ecligues. But never, for the more than
ten years thet I can remember, has there been such an atmosphers
in the American party zs there is today in the French Ligue. I
do not even know of “French" precedent for such an atmosphsare.
Zhe closest analogy I can f£ind for it are the violent factional

.quarrels and fights in the post-revolutionecry Hungaxrian emigretion,

in the battles bewweecn Xuhn, Landauer, Pepper, Rudas, etc. etc,

- If I may borrow a term from Smeral, the Ligue is being "Qesstreich-

isiart", I do not,==x woreover, see clearly & sufficiently prin-
cipled or political foundation for the internzl struggles and for -
the alignment of forces, and certainly not for the violence with -

- Which the disputes sre conducted.

Still further complicating the situation is the fuct thet the presenﬁ.

leadership of the Ligue (coms. Molinier and Prank) have lost the
bulk of their support in the ranks of the orgaanization. In the
already greatly reduced ranks of the Paris Ragion, for ezample =
and. Paris is practically the only functioning unit of the Ligue
in all of France - we have the impossible situation where & great
majority of the membership is actively opposed to the leadership.
Xven the most correct lezdership cannot exist, at least in tre
Left Oprosition movezent, when it has arrayed ageinst it the claor
majority of the membership. And it is plain-to me that the pre-

.

‘gent leadership is far from the most correct. What must inevitaby

happen under such circumstances? =Either the leadership gsins or
regains for itself a majority (so that it can function.smootnly),
or else the wmembership gains or regains for itself a leadership.
X can think of no other alternative. S ,
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i;]_'_%. I have delibsratlely refrained from intervening personelly in the
4 : Ligue, from speaking at a’ single ons of the meectinzs, or gven fxon ¢
’ communicating my point of view wholly to any of tne comrades. It ;
ﬁ . is impossible to do this gnded the circumstances. I know that :
. anytrhing I say publicly in the Ligue ot the present moment would

; be the subject for immediate distcrtion by one side or the other.
i It hes reached a point here where tne essesnce of o guestion is
) _ rarely discussed; the thing that serves as the axis for every

!

}
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dispute appears to be & word here or a woréd there, a sentvencs here -
or a sentence there, more frequently thun not torn out of its con-
text. Besides, I toall you frankly thet. there is no possibility oi =

- d

i o settling the gquestion - that is the point it has alreedy reached - ' |
1o without your direot intervention. - _ .3
. Whet "solution" do the comredes hers present?.At the last meeting ?

f
t
i ‘! of the EC a resolution was presented by coms. Mol*nler.Trient and
{ Larc(supporteu with reservations by renk) which declared that
) IR following a discussion which is to be opcned’ inmealacnly in the
{ Ligus, a split should take place. AS the authors of the resolution
} _explain, it is their intention to split the Ligue into two parts: i
'} - themsvlves. and their adherents, cnd the "ligunidators“,i.e., thsa - -/
S A supportoers of the socalled vYewish group, which forms the majority
_ of the Paris region. VWhet does this step signify? In practice, it
EXUE means the expulsion from the Ligue of 2 majority of its active ).
i effectives, Even such & radical step might be taken under discuss-~/ .
ion if thero were serious enough political busis for it,i.e., if :
. the Jewish group wore really compesed of well defined liquidators. .
b - But this hus yet to be proved; it hss rot been proved to my sat- ‘
isfaction, ut leest. Is it true thut =mong some of the Jowish com-
rades there is a tendoncy to emphusize or even to exaggerate the
revolutionary pessibilities of Centrism? I think it is true., I
think, also,- that- the JYewish courades have committed more than ons -
_ blunder{for instance, their letter to Rosmer). But it is.also _true
S that even if their position on this o3 that question is wrong, theg
~are the type of comrade whom a wise lezdarship should be able to
convince. 4t bottom, they ure a splandid type of comrads, revolut-
S ionists, devoted for a long time to the causs of the Opposition, «
PR and peoples who are cupable of taking a position and fighting for -
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it intelligontly. 4+t is possible that under artificial pressure,
undexr incitement under provocutions, they way slowly and svon un-
. consciously be driven to a liquidationist position. Yhe history G
of the post-*enin period in the CI is replete with such quses, - 3
whera. excollent revolutionists wase driven out of the movemant ond |
even into the camps of the snemy by constant provocations. “ut we "
in the Marxian wing should be carsful that we do notn;ng that '
would start such a system in our own renks. That is not ouw system
It is the system of zinoviev, of Stalin. In #rance, it was the. sy-
_ stem of the Trient-Girault regime. Consciously or not(thzt is not‘)l
) thoe importont quastion at the. momont), Trient ia transferring this ¢
T system into the Ligue in the fight against the Jewish group. It is |:
not by chance that ha is the inspirer of the "splitting declaratidl,
. that he und his old time supporter karc, are the majority of the 1
A signatotias to it. That is not astonishing. Put why should a com.
© 1iko Moliniur become & partJ to such a step? . F

o
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. . Lf it proves to be necessary, I <«m not at all agcinst.s split. But,
. (,' I repeat, it must be conducted -upon clearly dofinsd pOllt;c 21 divex
\_ " onces, so that averybody undarstznds -the recson cnd necessity & tho
A split. Otherwise tha rresent confusion will be worse confounded.
T And if we procoed from this point of view, I do -not believe trhat it .
4 ocan ba said that the divergsances rro clearly enough dofinad, o
L 8sep-going enough to warrant a split in tho seasc envisagsd by thoe

) "doclaration" of lolinior-Troint-iarc, Wret Goos it mesn? The -
- ~kernsl of thre loudarsn;p (com. iiclinier) is prepared to split

with the Jewish grour snd to mainisin a unity with com¢ Trieni?

... 1 do not understond the pelitical log *c, the justificatioa Ior

- 7 . such a stop. Arg the complalnus against tne 1n¢c,1v*ty of scoma

AN O S < oo o7 e S AP
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" V.. " 0f the Jowish cotirades sufiiocient ground for laballiang thenm Mii ¥
" . quidators" so lightly; a label applied orizi ra‘ly and prin ipal .y :
Y by ocom: Triont whaose polltlcal anschaung weuid raally Liguidate -

e, the Opposition? (A.proposj' how Goea it happen thav com. Rriant i

is olected to tre (.Z. the sams doy that he gives his adhesion to ,
tho Ligue?) is thes presant leadership of the Ligus bo correct in .
RS . its political estimatioans that it can afford tu dascord a virole T
_group of comrades? I am not at ull sure thet tris 1s so! On i
" som2 points, it is event the contrcry. For example: on the g
: trxude¢ union nuestlon. the comredes o the Jewish group (resolu~ {
4 . tion of Pelix) is, I find much more correct with regard to the
situn tlon created by Jounoux's resolution at Japy.th&n tne posi-
tion of Trient-liolinier, which envisages 2 speady liquiduation of %
the CGTU and a "rentrse en bloc' into tna CGY, 2 position vary G
) much analogous and - ip Francs - less justified than the position- = .

. ~ of ths Lovestone group in the United States, :
My pr‘ncipJI point in all these ramarks ib this: none of the N

groups in the Ligue hus such -a preponasratingly uparior politi-
. ©al position on the ulsputcn questions, none of thcm is 80 frce

from blundors, as to justify a secession, or to justity an ob-
. soluto monopoly of the Yeadership by cny singlo group, I Lppre-
L. ciate tho capacitiuvs and velue of com, iiolinior at their real worih
v - without exuggerutions., But I do not belisve he had givan o sué- L
R " ficient-display of knowing the art leadership. Onrly a short

timoe cgo, he hed with him tho cloer nmuojority of the Ligue nsm-
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™" bership. MNow ho hes lost it, and lost it cnong those camrades .
e wvho uado it possibls to inbtltute & new. leadorship in the Ligue.
- dhat is no credit, I must s2 y, to com, Loliaier!s diraction, Ty
s The same may bo said about the n,tloqal Coafereace of the Liguo, "

. which was very, very bad., ”he conforence was a victory for tro P

Boxdipuists, not Zor the Opposition. ZThe Bordiguists monopolizud
" .- the wihcle yolitical pyrt of the conforenco. Tne coaferanca anded
el with an organizationasl victory for the group of com. lidlinier

.77 . bat the V1ctorj wes gained at the same time thut tre confercnce
.. .0 £&ilod to ecdopt asingle 1mpo*tunt toxt: néither tho politicul
[ 7. -~ theses nor the trude union trhcsas wero even discussed. In this
al . respect, is thore a real differamce betwesen the French ncotional ;
A conference and the nationz2l confarencs orgaqized in 1930 by
Iandau? You onco wrota to me that one wmust not &lways look et i
tre programs and the platforms, but one should "'ui die finger !
shausn", You wrote this concerniang Lazndcu and Co., and 1%,
Proved to ba corrsct. Does a confereance orgenized in Frence,
cwkich givss the scme rasults as Landauis conference, dossrve

' 3&o&ter credit° - :
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-#;‘ .{; have spokan cbout mOSt of thesa ques*lons personally w1th com.,

Miolinier ond Frank, I did not find agreoment witn them on tha
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matter. On the question of Trient it is true. com. Frank de=~
. olared himself to be rather of my opinion. As’'I said above, I

.- questions, bt on some of the most important ones., The mzin
problem, as I see it, is to oponstitute a leedership in Franca

~they feel is best for the Ligue. Allow me, further, to say that

‘not want to engage in an open conflict with you. These are the

.This lettoer is aelready over- lon | It is sketohJ,an outline, and

. you Bent ) 1n a 1etter to follow. A ok
LU s e e L
T Warmest salutetions to- you snd the other -1

. Deo, .25, 1931 (in full). T -
. Do the National Commlttee of Communist League of America, N Y.

‘letter, we also deal with an American comrade who delivered a

. reported t0 me as if he had had a recomamendation from an Ameri- '
- an Opposition comrade, -I consider this out of the question -

:3?:.
have not intervened in the French situation beceluse of the ter- 5

rible atmosphere which makes an objoctive discussion impossible
at the moment, But I do heve ocertain opinions , net on all tha

which not only has a generally correct line, but whigh has tne
confidence of the comrades, that is, which .is a posrtlon ta

have its decisions carried out in the work and life of the Ligue,:
At present, this is not so. I do not propose th turn the laader- | |
ship of the Ligue over into the hands of a "direction Naville", -
or a "“direction groupe juif", or a "direction Molinier". .I o
beliove that the only praotlcal solution uhder the c¢ircumstancss .
is a sort of "concentration". Not an artificial "parliaomentary Y
coalition", but a working committee in which no group dominetes -~ "
the E. C. From what I can gather of the sentiments of the R
membership (at least in the Paris Region), this represents what . i

e T P e S e’

this step would have been teken some time ago by the regular chan-
nels of democratic procedure if it were not for ths fact that

most of the comrades feol that you, com. Trotsky, aro intrensi- e
geantly paxrtisan of a "direction Molinier" and the comrades do .

facts and I feal thaet no leadership in the Opposition cen main-
tain, 1tsel£ sucoeSefully th such & basis. . .

could undoubtedly bs reformulated in m2y rospects. But the essen-
ticl points are there. Com, Molinier is leaviag for Kadikoy e

-an ydu will of course discuss tha question. I om anxious to . . b

learp the results; also =1 your views on my remarks ubove. I .
will deal with other metters (Englund-thanks for ths mdterlul EL
!

oomrades,

-

Mox Shachtman (Signed) -

5.- Letter from Trotsky to Hatlonal Committee under date of

Kadikoy, Eecember 25, 1951.

.\- 5

Dea.p COmrades-"

In a fow days you will receive a circular from ma to the Nationol
Ssactions which speaks of our succssses and failures. In this.

8:«candalous report on Russia. . This American is Miller. It was .. |

. and wou1d ha verv 2lad if vou wive out this misunderstanding. R
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. In'my lotter, I also had to take a position against our friend
N, 8hechtmans The reasons for ihis will b7 clear to you from the
- enolosed copy of my iettor to comrade Shachtman himself. My
efforts to find a common lasngumsa w:itl him in the most disputed
Buropean questions were never crowand.witn succes3. It alweys .

. - appeared to me thaet Comralds ShaeXituman wus aand still is guided in

these questions whielh wsre somewlud wore remdte foon Amorloa,
more by personal ann jourxnalistiz °ympathies. than by funuuman-
$al politioai cons;de*at Or.So -

I understand very well thet from Amerioa it is not easy for you
) immediately to underctand the irterzal Zurcpean strugzles in the

Cx Opposition and to tcke a precise position on “hen. Dor can any-

"body demand it of you. You will, lhowevaer, have to,unﬂerstand
.. that it is not taken very pleasantly here when comrade Shachtman
o ot the acutest moments, adopts-a position which completely coun-.
nd ,Etpracts the struggle which thoe progressive elements of the Oppo-
“*» 8ition have been conducting for o long time and upon the basis
of which a certain sélaction took place, and which appears to be
.oovered by the suthoxity of the Amoricun section, It naturally zZ
doss not occur to mo to deprive comrade Shachtman of the right
to intorveno in the Europeun miixwidm affairs as much as wantu,
according to his standpoint or his disposition. 3But yet it °
must be clear in this connaction that it is only a question of
one of the leading American comrades, but not of the dmarican
Leaguo as sn organization. . :

‘). Do not take these considerations in bad purt. they are dictated
by tha 1ntereate of the causa.

_ S "With best Comnmunist greetings.
. L . Yours, L. TRODSXY.

-

- -

4,- uxcerpts of lotter from Trotsky to Shachtman under . .r
date of Deco 25 1931. e e — - S

e : - . Kadikoy, December;25,;%$3;f»m-

Dear oomrade Shachiman: oo T _
It's a good thing that at- least a small beginning has been mads
in Erglend. _ILet us hope that you wili have more luck than Na-

. Vville, whe meusssd prouni tho Enzlish questics for more then a year

~withoui having made the slightest neadway, us moreover, alsq,in
8very field, : : P

. . LIR)
Unfertunztely, you have answsred acthing to my objections to your
oonduot ip BEnrodye Ia ths maantime, I had 1o take & position
3 against you also Opeply, withoat, at 2ll events, calling you by
4 .'name, jn 2 circular (o the sectiond. I must eztabdlish reoret- ,
<) £uily that you have druwn absulutely no conalusicas from tho b“&
Oxpe*1e4°e, beginning witn tha international coaferende of April

".: - 1930. %ha difficult situetion ia The Frenoh Zigie is, t0 & cere,

;vfcin depres, 4vs thonis also to yvou, fur dlrectly ox indirestly
{% Pleays suprorted thoce elemsats waloh metzd liks s brakes or '~
struotxvely, 1ike the Raville-g 2no0b.- ¥You now transfor your

support to kiil<Feiix, who havd absorurord noY s8tdcd the tebt ig-
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any regard. At ons time you published in the Nilitant (so dld

the Verite!) two scandalous correspondéences by liill from Spein
which misled the whole Intornationzl Opposition. These corres-
pondences demonstratod thut Iiill wes incapuble of finding his )
way correctly in the fundecmental political questlonq. After a-
yoar of struggle against Rosmer and Naville he suddenly began

"to fasten himself on to thum. In your letter you huli-ocoyly

qell this stupid. For a firtsexn year old boy thut might still
hold. But for the full-time sacratary of the Intern:tionel
Secretariat one must sesk sharpur and more politiaal designations.

Your condudt in Spain also, as is evident from your lettax, was
false. The Spanish comrzdds, especially iin, commited ell ira-
gincble mistakes wusted very much time and and would now -‘like to
find a sc“pegoat for their own weaknesses and mistikes. JLecroix,
who, a8 it is muintoined, has very good qualities, is absolutely -
undisciplined in his thouOhts and actions and to support him in
his outbursts is a crime.

What you say about the Germun Opposition sound like an echo of your
. 0ld sympathies for Landau, which the German comrzdes do not want
to forget and rightly so. In the struggle whien we led hare
against the accidental, burnod-out or downright demorzlized ele- .
ments, you, dear Shachtman, were novor on our side and thoso con-~
corned (Rosmar, Naville, Landau end now 2ill) always felt then-
selveos coversd in-high mansure by tho Amoxricazn Leaguez. I by no
means believe thit the americun Lodgua bears t.2 rosponsibility
for it, but I do xx £find it nacessary to send she copy of this:
- loetter to the American Nation=l Committoe so that =2t leat in the )
future our European struggle may boe less influonced by your pere
sonul oonnectlon, sympathles, atc. ‘ .

-

6.~ Letter from Trotsky to the Nationvl COmmlttae under
date of Jan. 5, 1932. (in full) :

- Kadikoy. Jan. 5, 1932

Do the C. C. of the BeZzse =-N.Y. . /

Doear Comrades: ) o o

In No. 36 of the Militont which Has just arrived hero. I find
an article from Prance on the C.G.T,U.longress, sxgnad by Pelix.
It is quite possible that the article found 2o place in the paper
purely by accidont without the edituriel board huving had the
possibility to distingiish the fine points and the insinuations
from fzr off. I feer, howover--I must say this quite opsnly--~
thet the article appawrod through tho msedium of Comrnde Shucht-
men. If I am mist"kan, 80 much the better. If not, then it - ‘
complicetad the mattor to the highsst dogreéd. Ths article is ‘)
directed agitinst thse leading groud of thos French Ligus, not
opanly and clearly;'but as suid through insinw:tions and pin-
prioks. This fits in completaly with the spirit of the outhor._
Insofar as I was able to observe comrzde Pelix, ut first with
Puz, where he pluyed the hotspur eguinst us, then in the Ligua,-
where he changed his. positions but not in the mannex of the -
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* gtruggle which unfortunately is not the best, it appears to me

" Deay Comrude Shnchtmwn°

sebosicd,

- 30

that he represents a species like Weisbord, above all in the
complete sterility of his criticism, in its spuriousness, ltS
constent personal accoentuztion, etc. . )

Comrede Felix hus his own views on the trade union question in
France which run counter to the official policy of the Ligue.
Naturelly, the lUilitunt, like every pepor, hoé ths right to allow
the views of the mlnority elso to receive expressioa. But this
must take place quite overnly cond cleerly. Felix should then
hevo sz2id quite openly zzainst which Tondsncy in the Ligua he

is polewmizing, in the name of & definits winority. I doubt if
this was indicated. It would perhaps be better to conduct this
polenic in the ‘International Bulletin., 3But if it wers, then as
we seid in a thoroughly clesr olear, open cond unambiguous form.

In this case, the polemic might contribute something to the =mdmirsizi

education of our cadres. In this spurious, I might almost s&y
underhanded form, the polemic only serves the ends of internutiog

nal intrigue.

I would be very glad if the whole matter is of a purely,accidenF

tal nature and hes no connection with comrade Shachtman, for in
the contrary cuse it would oaly-accsatuete thes great dissutis-
faction which comride Shachtmian evoked ag.:inst himseli amoag
those Opposition elemnents in PFronce, Germeny, =1so hers in Xa-
dikoy, whom I hold to be the best onss. Ly concern becomes
8till more heightanad by the fuct thut comrzde shichtmin hos
not replisd to the letters and wa rnlnvs on my p::rt und on the &
part of my closest friens and thut Com*hde Glotzer too who pro-
mised me to c2ll comrude Shacatmen $0 orddr > little did not
teko up this uzttser by asingle word. "I had the impression that
both of them, Shuchtm:.n and Glotzer, stood under the impression
0f the suxzll Jewish gxoup in Barazs and completely overlooked the-
porspectives of the Opposition movament in Europe.

In & word, clarification o?f the situﬂtlon on your p“rt is abso=~
lutely nacessary. — e e .

f ‘_ _ . With bes* Communist nreetlnos,_
R . Yours,
S . (signod) L. Zrotsky.

.

*

Tho National Commitioe answered Comrade Trotsky that Comrade
Shachtmen hed nothing whiitsoever to do with the publishing of the-
artiocle, that it ceme through the mzil end was printed in routine
form without the consciousnass of the editorial board of its ‘
indirect polemical character. :

. 6.- Loetter from Comrads Trotsky to Shachtm;n under date
of Feb, 10, 1932 (in full).

N\

" Prinkipo, Fab. 10, 1932
l
Although you have not yet answered my

1ast letter I neverthaless foll duty bound to-.write you once
more.. As I notice from the documents received you propose to -

-
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give up post as edi tor of the Militant., I hope that before
I : these lines reach you thut this mattexr hus already bean straighte
; * ened out., How could it be otherwise? Your resignation would
. meen & blow not only for the American Leagus but a2lso for the Inver- -
national Opposition. “he National Committes by vote has once
more expressed its confidence in you. As for as I am concoernad
. I certainly hope that despite thd importont differences of opi- .
-nion that our collaboration in struggle and friendship in the
future will remain unshakeble. In every rospect it is absolutely
necessary that you remeain at your post.

. (signed) I. Trotsky:

Loa Dot St e

a1

\. . . *
' 7.- Bxcerpt of Letter from Comrada Trosky %to the National
Committee under date of Huy 19, 1932,
v "I am very gleod you have t len a flrm position on the

international question eeee

: - On the internzl disputse in the Americen League I do not as
Co. yot take a position becouse I have not hoad an opportunity to _
‘ study the question with sufficiant 2ttentiveness. When I take ( -
o position I will try not to cllow myself to be influenced in
advanco by the false and demeging position of comrade Shachtman
, in all the internationul questions, almost without exception.
Ny On the other hand, however, it is not ecasy to assume that one
can be correct inthe most important national questions, when
%?e is"always wrong in the most 1mportant internationel quos-
ons, ‘
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