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_ STATEVMENT TO TE MEMBI nS‘—IIP OF THE PESULTS OF Ti% NATIO\AL coOM-
- MITTEE PLENUH OF JUN“ 10-11. 12_15, 1932,

7. Dear Comrades: . , }

fos In a previous c1rcular the branches were informed that dis—..
i putes had arisen in the Tesident National Committee which wouléd

~ be considered at a plenary meeting of the full committee, The .
¢ Plenum was held on June 10.11.12_.13, and we are transmitting . -~ .
¢ herewith the minutes of the sessions and the resolutions adoptod. .

It was clearly esteblished at . the Dlonum that there viere no
serious differences regarding the ocrnral policy of the League
as lald dovin by the National Conference, : . =

4 The two main questions of dispute, upon whigh tha Plenum -
1 adopted resolutions, were: ) SR

YT

7

1) Internatlonal Questions ' '; ' ~_; :
2) The Situation in the Naw York Branch. : y

{\ -

\ In addition, the Plenum considered the disputas and the dis. -
- . ruption of the Toronto Branch and heard representatives of the

' two conflicting viewpoints: comrade Spector and sonmrade Kreanm, ;
A self_explanatory resolution on this subja2ct was also adopted

by the Plenum and is attachsd hereto, -

-/
W S et 0n both of the inportant questions in dispute, the Pleru
‘) took :aifirm stand in support of the .position which had been de_ :
fended in -the Resident Committee by comades .Sv qbeck and Cannon "
against the opposition and obstruction of .comxades Shachtman. ;
Abern, and Glotzer., The resolution on the situation in the In_ Z
ternational.-Left Opposition, which had been previously adopted -
by a refevendum of the National Committee and-sent to the Lbranches.
was ratified unanimously by the Plenum.. Comrade Shachtman, who
up ‘till-then had opposed the resoluticn.-which was eaimed directly
, agalnst the false position he had taken on the disputes in the
" . European sections_._withdrewv his opposition and voted for the re.
- solution, Likewise comrades Abern and Glotzer, who had presentied

F / separate resoluticns to the branches, withdrow their resolutions

" and voted for the official rasolution, Comrade Spector, who had
withheld his vole b2 ;ore, also voted for the official resolution

and submitted a draft of his own which wus accepted as &

supplo.

J mnt to the

original resolution.

The resolution on the situation in the New York Branch also
|'. eorresponds fully to the demands which had been made in the re.
1 sident committco by comrades Swabeck @nd Cannon in respect to the
i Carter group withAwhich, prior to the plenum, comrades Shachbmen
1 Abern and Glotzer had

acted in solidarity in their faction vtru'
v ofgle.

Under the pressure and insistence of the majority at %Ls
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f ,/L "' f) Plenum comrade Shachtman submitted a politieal characterizaiioen
‘ / ~© -.., of the Carter group which is incorporated in the official reso.
1. , lution on the question, and on the basis of which a political :
‘ZZ"'~;§‘\- struggle for the isolation of this group is. to proceed,
y YOl . .
(- ["-&"“ At this point, having attaincd the major premises for the
/ p-py reostablishment of the unity of the National Committes and a re.
. :xtTﬁﬁ' neval of the collatoraiion which had bteen disrupted in the con.
e of3N . flict, the Plenum took up for consideration the long documant

u}-'{ which had been submitted on thes eve of the gathering by comrades
i Abern, Glotzer, and Shachtman. This document, filled with por.
. sonal accusations and slanders, with elaborave discussions of
' outlived and secondary questicns and extrancous matters.__by nmean:
. -of which it was sought to muddle up and divert attention from
1.2 .- ] the real and actual concrete questions of dispute__stood as a
", 4 barrier to unity in the committec. The question was then square..
,4_( “+1ly put to the three comrades mantioned; Do you wixh the Plenur
) ‘to reply to your documenit in the form of a resolution, ani cake
it to the ‘membership for decision, or do you wish to withdraw it

[N

;from the 4ecords?

<
T Thereupon the three comrades, after taking a rec:ss to giwe
.i} .+ lthe matter due censideration, arnounced their decision to withro
e ., draw the docurment. On this basis, and on the basis of the fur_
»*, * - ther de€larations of comrades Abarn, Shachtman and Glotzer that

they wished to restore the unity and collaboration of the com-
~ mittee on the foundation of the Plenum decisions, the meeting,
-Which up to then had been the sgene of the sharpest strugsle,

was oriented toward a rcestablishment of unity in the commitvee,
> . The Plenum refrained from passing resolutions of direct con. '
P demnation of comrades Shachtman and the others for their pre_
vious false position and their indefensible methods of faction,
struggle, The Plenum decided to accept as sufficient their pol.
jtical retreat on the really important questions of the moment
and to give them-another opportuniiy to correct their course
without a dircct appeal to the organization against them,

. In this spirit comrade Shachtman was again appointed to his
. . post as cditor of "The Militant', which he had deserted five
..~ months before as a demonstrative pootest against our intecrven.
4" tion on the international questions., It was agreed to reconside-
: the original determination to call a natioral conference and,
- instead of that, to submbt the results ol the Plenum to the men.
~ bership for an objective discussion free from faction spirit or
e 0 faction struzgle. In order to broaden the nationel committee's
- 3. ..] - composition and, at the same time, to bring the majority of the
,-;l. ~7}) . Tresident committec into consonance with the majority of the full
m-gﬁffl . ecommittee, and thus guarantee the execution of its policy in the
v daily work, it was decided to coopt two new members with voting

Y{\ ¥y rights_._comrades Basky and Gordon-.-and one candidate without voi-
.ggé:gxg_..i;ng rights__comrade Clarke., This necessary action._which is
~1} ST ., submitted to the entire membersiip for approval by reforendum-.
., .wmag tzken only after the alternatives of a conference, or of the
AR );ufff ‘rYeorganization of the resident committee as a political bursau
43 T . -reflecting the Plenum gajority, had been openly considered, and
i after comrade Shachtman had stated that, while disagreeing with
{ ..., the coaption of the now members, he would accept the decision .
S T er thé Plenum and would not-oppose it before thd membership, A

T

2,

. . 'Thus the Plenum adjournsd on a note of unity, with a deep
' fanline nf aatiafaction on the vpart of the committee membnare,




) -+ Tms well as on the part ol Iné¢ othe¥ ¢olradds WHo
‘ 4 ' the sessions by invitation, that the Leegue had safely ov*rcom&,‘
/i 47\ the threatered crisis on a principls busis end that the funda_ 3
Lo\ mental politlcal solidarity of the leadership and its capacity 'S
_ ' to solve its difficulties without a convuision in the. orbaniza- .
g 4 tion had once again been demonstrated. The nonpre91dent ga2moars
?}’ returned home in an'optimistic spirit, oonfident that the great
danger of an unfounded faction svrugsle had veen averted and - (
~- =" " that the Leaguc's forces could all be mobilized novi for-a new
' and broader program of .consiructive activity, including a more
{; effective intervention in the class struggle of the workers than
/ before . : , .
~f ' . : - -
- f} These hopes, vhich were grounded on the unamimcus adoption
{ A of the important resolutions, and th: declarations made ot th%&
) Plerum by comrades. Shachiman, Abern, and Glotzer, soon proved %o
‘be illusory. No sooner had the resident committee come together
to put the Plenum material in shape for. the membership discuss.
. ion, than the threec comrades resumed their factional position and
W attedipted to ignore the proccedingzs of the Plenum as thbugh noth.
qu -ing had happened and nolhing was chanied. The documént, vhich -
WA th°y had vithdrawn from the records of the Plenum "in the inter.
‘ :ﬁw. est of unity and collaboration® w2s again introduced in the resi.
| I dent committee on June 30 in a dlffe rent form, with the demand
o that it be sent out to the membarchip in the discussion. In this
;7 documsnt the Plenum, which called them to order and compelled
 *.. them to reireat irem their praviious positions, is rep-csented
as a vindication of themselves on every p01nt.‘ .

oy w—

The res1d°nt commlttee, at the neetlnu of Jun@ 30, reacted
to-the new suatement of thﬂ threc comrades with the following
motions: . , ) (

.-—M.....‘___,'
N
by
-

.

_‘..
e
.

1) The document of comraues Abern, Glotzer, and Shachbman,
which they demand to be sent to theé membership und which they
refuse to withdraw, is a factional dozument that falsified the
decisions of the Plenu, attempis.to incite the membership to
\ overturn them, directly contradicts the action of the stid com-
J rades in witpadrawing (n2if document from the records of the

S Plenim and attempis to smugdle it buck in a politer form, and

- by this means aims to give the sijnal for the maintenance of a

- faction in the organization agdinst «the line of the Plenum of
.the N, C,. : , g

. L

— tevencm
4
L3

1

)

|
i)". ';( .~ "2) The documznt, moreovar, reprevents an unprincipled and
v1\~t uncommunist attempt to cover up and jusiifly the really serious
! mistakes, particularly by comrade Shechtman, inh the international:
. questions vhich brought -great hurn to the Europcun sections and
= ,! comp‘onlsnd the Leayua2 bv the erronzous impression that he acted *©

"™ ¢ in thé name of the National Committe¢ which had nothlng to do

with his position and did not approve of it,

: "3) The action of the” thrce com ades s, in violation of the
obligaticns they assumsd at the Plerum, mckes it now imperative.
oL ly necessary to inform the entire wmewbership of tho completo )

. . facts and to call upon them to coadcrn and repudiate thﬂq, un. .
principled merthodis and this 1r;espon~1blo trlfllng with the rez e
spon°1b111tlcs of lcaderthp. '

,‘_‘_. B T o et °
N .

"4) Ve demand of conrad Glotz. tho wrote into the minutes
- of the K, C. of January 13 on his rpturn from Europe, that ke o
Ll : ' disagreed with comrade Shachtman's position-on the internatiowal . i

TNema®
. oo
.
1

onastinne. tn dicoaantinnag hie imnrinniniad attnmnse A ArAamaih . g



o FOUNULLIVIIGLE) VU SAILT AU LR ab LY 0\ - X b o
e, ests of tahe organization, and join the N. C. in its efforts to

‘)14 to pass off the disputes created by his own fully establisped

i ; errors as a "frams_up" against him by other remoers of the N. C.
y who insisted on a firm positlon in support of the revolutlonary
“ @lements in the Buropean sections.

L "5) Comrades Cannon and Swabeck are commissioned to draw

= up a comprehensive statement on the whole matter., The secra.

‘) tary is instructed to inform the non.resident members of the
y ! N. C. of the actions of comrades.Abern, Glotzer and Shachtman in
| violation of the Plenum decisions and propose ‘to them the imme.
, diate decision to call a conference of the Lzague to pass the
judgment of the organization on the whole matter."

Sk . In compliance with the foregoing motions the N. C., is now
. ¥ . preparing all the documentary material bearing on the disputes
1 7 "and will transmit it to the membership -for information and dis
1 - <, cussion. The statement of the three comrades of the minority
L.k;n.i ‘'will be included in the forthcoming Internal Bulletin, together
5 } - with the reply of ths N. C. In addition to this we deem it now
R necessary to hand over to the membership all the essential coc-
->) - uments which have accumulated in the records of the committee

in the course of the conflict, With this material before them
"the members of the League will be able to gain’'a clear under-
standing of the disputies which disrupted the resident conmlttee
and to form a decisive Judgnent

o This is the only course open now., The National Committeo
. has endeavored up to the last moment of the Plenum to maintzain

} peace-in the organiz ation as long as it could be done without com.
k .>" - promising any essential policy. It held the door open to the min.

ority, passed no resolutions against them, and approaced them in

. good faith on the basis of unity and collaboration the moment
«’ . they compliced with the minimum political demands, The mincrity
‘members are trying to frustrate these designs with a doubleo
dealing manseuvre. They retreated from their positions and spoke
for peaco at the Planum, and & week later they wrote a factional
appeal against the Plenum. They are trying to play hide and seek’
with the National Committee, They are trifling With the unity
and stability of the National Committee, which is especially nac-
essary novw and which they have no principle ground to attack.
Tho membership of the League must call a halt to this unprincipled
faction tame. . - -

. We are confident that the League members, with all the in.
formation before the, will firmly support the political stand-
point of the Plenum and the organizational measures taken to
guarantee its execution, and give a stern warning to those wvino
are trying to sabotage and overthrow them, It is up to the Lsague
members nov to demonstrate that four yz2ars of struggle under the
. banner of the Internaticnal Left Opposition have not been in

. vain, that the profound internal conflicts in the European sec-
~tions have not passed by without leaving deep traces in the con- ~
sciousness of the American Oppositionists., Not to fly into a
panic, not to be led astray by secondary and personal issues, but
to examine calmly into the whole matter, to search out the impor.
tant questions and decide théem firmly__-this is now the task of

i A the membership of the Lesguve. Wo can have no doubt that such an

- .. . approach to the problem will result in the categoric rejection of
( : tho irrosponsible manocuvre of Shachtman, Abern and Glotzor. The
f safeguarding of the Loague against similar undqrtaklnus in the fu-

' ture'dopends on this.,

. b
P! -

";%*{ correct the abominable methods of comrade Shachtman__his attempts
r

P
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Minutes o2 +the ilntional Coumittee Plenum

¢

Secretary ceallad Plenum o0 ordexr proposing the following,

agenda:

l.-Organlautloﬁ of the Plsnum,
&e.~Consideretina ol the controvarsy within the resident

- coumzittae,
d.-Consideration of resolutvions and organization quasulonu,

4,~Tne sistnation in the yroxonio Branch.

Agendu accepted as vrownos=d and couxade Sroglund elect

chairuwan. Syabeck reported proposal oy rasident counriztee to

invite one represzntavive 07 the Jewrish Iraction conuhbt:o, ono

0f the Creci {raction ceiswittes aud oaz of ihe woulh tozether
with comreade Gordon, manezing ediscr ol the gj;jqxuu, o purti~
cipate in trhe 2izaun. Swabocik movaed tnat in oddivion the fol-
lowing comrudes bLes invitcd: Yon Stemm, Snsiness aonsger of the
NIjluinJ, George Clorke, fieold organigzor, Louis Basky, forwerly
co-Gpuad mamber of tna Lationel Cond.shca, itzrbext Capullo,

Bucretury of the Wew York branch wnd Caxl Cowl, socretary of the
liinneapolis Branch. ‘
~--jiotion carried unanimously.

liotion by Swabacit:-that the comradss who are invited par
ticipate in the Pflenum, with the right to speuk only when cailed
upon by the committes.

Amenduwent by Shuchtman:-that the invited comrades shal
have the rignt to speax on such ynestions as concern thelir par-
ticulaxr position. ° ' .

SubSuluute motion by Cannon:-that only ceubers and nlter-
nates ol the Kational Powgltuee partic’ atle in the discussion of
the main questions, that after that is visupused oL, if uny of
the invited cowradas desire ths floour, the waiter be taken up
for decision,

~~~~~ Substitute motion carried 5 to 4, disposing of.th'
motlon and atcndaent. ’ '

Swabeox reported rsquest by the lew Yori 3runch Ixecutivs
Coumittoe that it be pormitted %o be present ut the Plenum if
the Kew Yori Branch Is a spscial ooint on tuo agenda, (In view
of the fact thut the New York Brarnch was not a special point on
tha mcanndn #1a4 e accentad as Gisoosing 05 the *unuuu.)
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Ll *gkn)'- Motion by Swabecx: that the second poiat on the agcenda ba
“;qmggﬁ’f ' openad -by & report by ths Secretary oan tne organization, ths ori-
“ } e gin and status of the controversy.

: .5Jf\},__ © ===}jotion carried unaninously.

k‘é . Motion by Cannon:-that following the report of tha Secra-

" 'tary thero be a raport by the comrades w0 have been aborau,

comrades Shachtman and Gloizer,
~~~llotion carried unanimously.

- Report mads by the Secratary on the wain question on k>
agenda, the orgenization status and a review of the coantroversy
s - within the r651dent Coummitteo aftar which adjournment was taien

until the next morning.

- - Upon convening on Saturday morning, reports were mads by
o comrades Giotzer and Shacht man on their visit to the European
Y _ Section and comrade Clotzex!s visit to comruda Protsky.

. rd

After thess thres reports, discussion opened, embracing
. . the general issues of controversy within the resident comuitiao,
i4 . - ., ~ the situation within the Internationsl Lasft Opposition, end the
: attitude toward the Carter group tondancy.
STV . During ths cluose of ths discussion, comrade Spector ox-
4‘ . plained the reasons for ro% having voted on the drafts presontod
!

- for raosolution on the intarnationsl guestion of the Fationdl
" Committes because of not having considerod vither draft fully
adequate., He thoreupon introduced tre following resolution:

o o - ----RESOLUZION OM 3 IN?ERMATIONAL GURSLIOL--

oo 1.-%he Sscond plenary session of the National Comuittas

¢ of the Coumunist Leaguo of smerica (Opposition) completuly on-

, g,/' dorsas tha analysis, the proposals and PvruyOCtLVuS for the

] v Intexnational Leit 0p9031t10n contained in the leftter of comrade

% . Trotsxy (dated Davembor 22, 193L) addrsssed to all national

) . Bections, ,

: .

&¢~7ho world crisis which hus ban developing in intansilv

for thoe pastv thrac yoars has crsated most favorabvle objectivs ccun-"

- ditions for tho conquest of the decisivs masses for Cowmunisu.

"+ .7 MNeverthless it has bocows increasingly manifost that tho Cominsezn
T ' under the Stalin rogime is incapabls of utilmzlng the crisis Zor
20 " - the realization of tho historicul taks of the p*olutarLJV.

} - taliniswm continuses to bo an organizor omly of dofouts. In Spain

t i tlie devastating offects of thse Centr.st policy wore manifoust od by

! - the absence of a real Communist parvy in the-revolutionary crisis,

¥ " in the failura to give & larxist appraiscl of ftho cluss relutions

e and the conscquent stabilization for = cortain tims of a

. .{ Keronskiad., In Gormany, ths key to the intornatidnal situni ion,

the greut socisl ani pOthlCul contrcdittions create tho busis

0 for a successful struzggle for power by the Comwunist rsity but
et the Contrist recgima, by falss theory 0f Sociul Xusoibn / its

sup,.ression of Bolbhavik party democracy, tha nogation of ths

united front policy, succaaeds only in fIrustrating itselis 1In

france .dgespite the oconouwic crisis which has sot in, too Comumunist

L |
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.Party failed to register any substantial guins in tho list elec-

.

3.~-"he mistaka, sst-backs and dofcats of the Communist
movement in genersl roacts uafavorzbly for the growth ofl tro
Lott Opposition itself., Tho dzfect of tha Opposition in tho
first placo was dus to0 the defeuts of the revolutioniry prola-
tariat and the stebilization of capitolisme. Tha strangthening
of thoe Opposition and +tho victory of iis internaticmal platniorwm
is tound up with the devolorment of a new wave of ravolulicnzry
struggle. But in ordsor to take advantoge of such a situation it
is nocossary for the Opposition itsclf to muasuro up to iis gi-
gantic historicali mission., It umst bo complotaly recoagrizcd
thet in addition to the genorel «nd objoctive rexsons for tho
slow growth of the Opposition thore romuin the sxtremely impor-
tant subjective and specific reasons. =hesoe are to bs scugnt in
the fact that there have existed in tho Loft Opposition alion
tendonciss which covered thomselves with its banner only to com-

. promise aad discredit it ond to delay tho information of tho
genuine revolutionary cadres of the VUpposition which tixe crisis
in the Communist Internationzl h.s broughtv forward as tne
vanguurd of tho revolutioaary proleturiuzt. The work of purging
the Left Opposition of theso alien tondencies (Landau, Raville,
Rosmer,and similor eleuments) was correct zané fruitful; thoe compls-

-tion of this tuizs in tho shortest possible time is an imperotivo
neod of the wowment and cen bz accouplishoed not merely by the'

afforts nf aach notional scction by itself but by the joint eifortis
sSes

"and contributions of tho whole iaternztionzl Laft. This impos
upon tre Amaricen Opposition ths nsed for greatoer attention thun .
ever 10 the problecus of the Internationual Uppositvion for & moxre”’
alert und activo participadion in thneir solution. :

_ 4,-"he recent progress, grovth of influcnce and strength
of the Gerwazn Opposiition was meds possible not werely by tha
accentuation of the rovolutionu.ry crisis but specifically by
the liberation of the movement from the parulyzing ofilects of
the regime of Landuu which suvstituted for the revolutionary
.principles of the Left Opposition a course of intrigue, cligue
politics, coambinationism und stexrility.

In Prance, howaver, the process of clarific=tion which was

successfully completved in Germany assumses an unnecessarily rvée-
vracted charactor., The circle spirit &nd syndicalistic courss
pursued under the Rosmer leadership was not liguidated with duo
rapidity and intransigenco owing to the confusion produced by
the vacillations of the Jewish group &nd comrado Lill arising
from their proposal for a bloc with Rosmexr in struggle against
the leadership of the Prench Ligue. ¥his fod the potty-bourgoois
tendency of the liaville group with fuel for continuaiion of tho
ambiguous and diplomatic wanouvers with which s&ville covars up
his cowcunity of inteiest with those who aro openly fighting tho
International Loft Opposition (Losasry, Landou). o do not meun
to identify the traditions and position of the Jowisn grouy with
that of Nuville with which thsy have nothing in comwon. Tuc ab-
tonpt to do this, wude by comrade Treint, stenis in tho way of a
sclution of tho rulations bvetwoon tho revolutionzry proletarions
in the Jowish group end the le«dip. korncl of tho Ligus. Strippusd
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of extransous und secondary considerstvicns, the essen ce of {tre
~ struggle that has been going on bofh inscide the #rench und Gurwan

Opp031t10n has been one of the revolutivnary salection of the -
»genuine Opposition cadre.

5,-An obstacle ii. this struggle wu3s the utilization of tio

International oSecreturigt by -its former secretary, couress ill,
in the interests of a faction fight against the leadershiy, :uce
only of the srench Ligue, but also of the other decisive naticual

ections which supportved it. ©The Internrnational Secrefariat in
Paris fuiled to give the necessary political or administrative
~guidance to owr movement. <The chief »eason for the failure of the
Paris Secreturiat luy ia the fact thet it wue not resjonsible to
sections of the Oppositvion. Je fully sndorse the propossls made

by comrade Trots.y in his letter to the Nationul Sections foxr ths

reconstruction o the International Secretariut bused upon tne
direct participation of representutives from the most importunt
soctions und responsible to thei. uhe interests of such a Secre-
tariat would not be subsexrved Dy the propos«<l of the Spanish sac-
tion tv delegate 40 it comrade wmill, whose previous course uniits

- him for such renreseantution cnd is woreover a blow at thoss na-

tional sections who have repudiatad him.

6.-We rajoct the proposdl raaus to 1nold en inteirnational
conference of tus Left Opposition to srich shull be admittdd all

" #nd sundry grouplets morely upon the basis of-their cluims o2

adhercnce t0 the views of the Comnunist Luit. “e¢ are in full

accord with the threoe px OpOuulb made on this guestion by courado
Gurov in his lotter of Liay &2, 106?

7.-This slenun of ths Bational Comuittee of the Comuunist
League considors it necessary to recognize the dofects und short-~

.comings of the charuacter of its previous colluboration with aud
narticipation in the collective 1ife of ths Interiationul Opyosi-~

tion. For this lag in its prompt reaction tv tha questions in

dispute in the EBuropoun sactions, the difficuliies of distance ard
responsible in no swall measure. Neverthless ws wust strive to

overcome this handicap by the closest and most prowmpt coliluborution
and by mazxing availabdie as quicxkly oS possible a thorough saleciiur
of material,primarily by the SJSteFatLb «nd undelayed publicution
of the Intornational Bulletin in Znglish,

«-ij.urico Spector .

At the conclusion of baturday s albbubSlon, Swabeck

‘1n€roducad the fOllOdlnb motions:

l.~%The 2lonun reaffirws tha National Commltteo rosolutmon
on the situation in the International Left Opposition.

&,~rho Zlunun requests courades Abern and Glotzer %o
withdrew thoir rusolution drafts frow further discussion or con-
sideravion by the wembership, '

d«=Tho 2lonun accopts the resolution on the intornational
questlon presonted by comrads Spector as a supplemontary aend
‘further oluboration of the . National “ommxtteo reooluulon already .
adoptod.
: 4.-Thoe Plonua reoquasts courads Shuchtman to affirw that tho

-
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i " misunderstandings which arose in roaard to our avtitude to the
/ R International questions wera creuted by hiw tnd dus to his posi-
,l'ff-l ‘tlon held at the timo, & position which bhe hus now changod.
; A A
N .'\!

Voting on motions: No.l.--Tne aatxonal Committse resolu-

; 47 tion reaffirmed unanimously.
[ \ No. a.--Comraue Abarn stated that, .

' "Since in my Opinlon the original xresolution drufts were D“"lC“lL“
alike, and since I am in ful1 accord with comrads Spector's rusolu-
tion and also accopt tho Nationgl Committee rosolution, I awm willing
to withdrew ny own draft." Comrade Glotzsr stated that, “"iiy view
. . agrees vith those 0 cowrado Abern and I am also ready to withdrew

mwy own draft.,"

- No,d.~i0 &Cudpt comrade Spector's reso-

3 " lution as uupplom ntary carried unanimously.
| ’ No.4.~Courads Shachtman stated in raply:

"] am not ready to mexs such a statement, since I do not believe

the wisunderstand.ings were due tto Ny QOultIOH. I d0 agroee, nowaver
<. that ny failure, since uy racurn. {0 maie myself clear, did giva
"+« 1rise to misunderstandiags."

Coarada Shachtuwan submltted tho followiug

; 0 . statoment of his position:
.-

N T Ceer e : .
*] _ STA SUBHET ON PHY IRCDLEA MIORAL HDUISYWION JU Piid H.C. 2LDNULY

[ .

G e

‘ + Since wy views on the dispubus withia the Intornational

Opposition, particulerly in Zuropa, havy bson called into ques-

i tion and beon the subject of misunderstuanding and misrepresenta- ‘
R tion, it is nocassury thaet in sddition to wiat I have already

¥ recorded in mobtions in the Navional Cowmmitteo, roesolutions und

: . ~oral presaentation, I add the Zollowwing supplumentary suumaxry of

) ’ my standpoint,.

1l.-The Lefd COpposition galnod its gre«test impetus in the
Y past period by dissocizting itself drustically frow Urbukns, Paz,
. Souvarineo, Van OVdrStrJJuyn. ?0lleX end thgir siwilers who had
iy o nothing in couwon with the Loit Upgosition and scrvoed but ©to i5%s
i ( / discreditement, but the process of »n revolutionery ssgloction did
- fﬂ not end tnereby; it has not yot cows to0 on und.

.ﬂ . 2.,-Ths struggles whicn ths ravolutlonarj olomonts condueyd

y . against thoe sterilo cliguu of Landszu in Gorueny aand dustria mﬂuq
208siblae tho liberution of the Geroun Upposition in its orisntu

tion towsrds the effactiva stubliuhuent of u fenulno s9ction of

tho Internationel Left., It wes only oftor ridding thu Guraen
Cpposition of tke parslyzing 1n;luonca of L:upndcu's intrigues, un-
; Principled organizational wechinations .nd cowbinations that it wa
A able to uake the forward steps our brother sgction h..s now tehken in
t . . Germeny. o _ :
. 3.-*his purging of the pposition had somsthing of its
counterpurt’in renco, whoro it®his boan loss gffectivo vecausa

the procuss hus boeen unduly Lsrotracted oad inpadsd by tha in-
troduction of quostions of second vrder. Heru tho initial dswar- '
cation frou tho scui-syndic.lists (iioswur), intullaectuzlis$ (old
Lutto du Clussus broup) vlowunts, fuailod to desl conclusivoly

with the rswnunts of tho old gdtb/ bourg oois circla spirit rop-
rosonted by Navilloe, thse dabblurs in rsvolutionery politics who .
8abotagud the insistunt struggle conductod by tho prograssiva '

o ——



’Q
'

L

AN

¥

k2

3

-
-

QMU.' Page 10 e L e

"kerael of tho Qpposition in #ronce and Gormeny esgeinst the WOTL-
.out, conservanlve. parelyzing sleusnts, The offective liquida%ion
of this problem in France was 1npodcd oy the complications creaved
by the oscillations and sejaratist tendoncies of the Jewish grouvn,
and by the trensformation o‘ the Interrztion:l Secreturiat oy its
leading officer, #ill, from a guiding oxgan subordinnte to tho
national sections and serving @¢s an iastruuwent to strengthen tha
revolutionary tendency, into an obstacle to the accomolishaent of
these objects, wWithin this nealy comslicatod situation, the
Nzville group was able to float on the surfuce for o loanger pericd
Tho solution was furthor protracted by tho "oxperiment in colivbo-
ration" of the loading kernsl of the Ligue with the PTreint group
‘which proved to be fruitless znd incruused the difficultics in
achieving the dssirable aim of druwing into the work the best ravo-
lutionury proletarien forces among the Jow.sh and French comradss.

The proposzl made by me in my Paris lettsr to courado
Trotsky loviing towerds a solution of ths sharp situation in the
Liguo, viere not bused on fundamgsatal considaretions. I roegard
thew as a casual, episodic opinion, which I now view as incorrcet
and supersedad by what is suid in the prescnt statement.

4.-The internal difficulties in owr Spanish scotion are

. Que in lurge meusure to its delay in eleurly defining itself from

the Right ving eond a feilure 4o participate vs attontively as. it
should in the life of the ZJuropean COpposition. Tho porsonul
opinions entortained on this or thaet comrads cannot ropluco a
political estiwmuta of the solectivo process through which most of
the European sections hove pussed in the recont period cnd wmich
has raesultod in = considerzoble clexring of the &round particularly
in Pranca and Gormony. %ho erolstdnt support for mxll gvan &iter
. he had been ropudistaed by virtually all tho othexr seoctions und tho
pxovocative nomination of wmill to tho Scexraturiat has comprom1sod
tho Spanish scction. 1he sucstitution of & porsonal cempaign
ageinst nolinior instend of o politiccl estimation of tho Ligue
situation, has ncd the same cffect. I repudiato of coursas ony as-
sociation.of oy nams with such o cawmpaign.

5.-%he propos;l of comrado Yrotsky on tho ro-constitution
0f the Secretariat must be ondorsed. I nozd scarcely add thut I
havse never and 8o not now support the absurd and stexile idoa of
the convocution of tho internationel conferconce on a “broud basis!
which would include "all groups", "claiming" to suprort the Intar-
national Upposition, and compel tho Vpposition to s.art ull over
again what it has alroady partially fiaished. :

6.-The laxity and dalay shown in the.past by the imsriccn’
Opposition in International yuestions ceén and should ba overcoma
as much as possxolo, dospite the difiicultios of distance and
langusgs. Qhuse shortcomings, however, will rnot be effsctively
eliminsted if tho problems of the Internationsl, partlcular;v ‘ho
Puropsan OppOSlulon, becoms & factional footoull in the Lezguo,
utilized in such a manner as to prevont tho gaqulne-unllghtmenv

. 0f the membexrship.,
-=l{. Shachtman

-
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: During the continuction of tho discussion conrado
Shachtman submitted the following resolution on thoe Carter group .
tendency !
. DSOLUTION O T¥ES CARICR GROUP

1.-Our attitude on cowrads Cartor and Lis "group" has boen
set forth briefly in our st.itement on the 3ituation in the amoric: ..

‘Opposition. We reiterate it becaeusc of the extensive discussion

which has taken place in the rlonum oa this point: The negativo
and hormful characteristics of theso threo or four comradss in

‘question are their pedantic and acadenic approach torthie problom:

of the Loaguo, a super-critical attitudo tow.rdés the work ci the
orgunization and its louwdorship, intolluctwilist tondencios, and
tho teadoncy to sev up tho younger end less <Sxperisncaa cowmrndas
a sort of control ccumission over thu National Committoo. Luo)
have & parniciously superior attitudoe towards the other youtn

cuerades in the Lowzue and on thoe iational fouth Cemmittec and o

decided uwnderestiustion of tho laalling cadros of thy orgonization.

"~y

.

mede in tho Leagac worua wnd in its leading committee ifroguontly
causcs thom to ovurlook entirely the pruvgrgss of the organizution
hos wede ia the puest psriod, agelnst this pod influenco sxsrted
by thosg comrades, perticulerly upon tho younger elecaments in tho

‘Hew York branch, we have alweys conductod shorp but cowmrudoly polo-

mics so as 10 vwin over %0 woximum colluborstvion oll those et tirsi
wider their sway, without attowmpting vo persceutd them fox thoir

views or leuve thot iwpression. Ve boliovo that in so fur a8 thess .
cunrades maintain their atvitudo, it is nocaesseary to continug thie

-anlightrment of the wew York branch membors in the futuro untll such
“a tendency is eliwinated.

-

2.-/At the s=ae tins, it is lndisputiable thut theso couxndes
have beon loayl tc the organization and in the very ferefront of
its activity, Ve do not atbteupt to ch-oilengoe the fact that they
have engueged in tho Jimmic iiggins wori of thae brinch, reifusing no

responsibilities, dofending the orraonization, its line ond locdor-

ship bofore the workers. 2Tnis muwies it both possible and dasirable -
that we continue to afford thewm 2ll the opporsunitiss for conti-
nuing this actitivyt. Our sttitude towerds these comrodes is
defined in lorge measure--oltnough we are far from drawing a strict
analogy--by what comwade frotscy writos in his racent remaris on the
Arenchligus: '

"V th regcurd te cervain 'doubtlul' groups or grouns ¢f an
alien ori¥in, no sufficiently consistent policy Lus baen adopted
wnich would begin by attempts of loyal colluboration, put the
doubtful wleuicnts to thoe test and undsr tha control of everybody's
oycs, give then tho possibility of correcting theuwseclves or of
discrediting theuselves, «nG in ths lattor caso concluds by olimi-

-nating thea frow the orpanization."

. The Carter "group" is not of coursa to be identified with
the Naville group, and wo do not considor that in spito of thoir
ettitudo ud $0 now, thosu couraies nood ia eny way subnitted 1o
Such a .campuign as avtificiully infletves thoir iwportance and sig-
nificence~--in any diraction in the Lranch, in which thoy coastituta
an insignificanv handiul of {ho courados,

WA AA wmat haliave that such cowmradas should be pushod cou-
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pletoly to tha beckground ond isolatod from ths work and activity
they have baen conducting up to now, by an arbitrary faction cou-
bination which oliminatss thewm frow comwitbocs on a Paction basis.
wambers of thas branch oxacutive should ba tLolscted, in our
opinion, .on the basis o their gqualiiicativns and activities,
sinca our political differuncos ars =ot of so ¢loarly defined and
deep 2 nature as to roquire tho choosing of lower conmittoos alony
faction lincs, particularly vhoere the hationsl Coumnittse, baoing iu
Now York, hus tho oPnortunl*y of intourvoning diroctly for tho po-
litical’ llno of tho Levcgua. ©Tho how Yorik Yowmittoc should bo 8a-
lsctad on the basis of drewing into it now olowents, wWOro ruprose,
tutive, so thot the disproportionute 1:.:flucnco oxorted in it by the
Carter "group" m.y be reduced to a minimum,

<the ﬂatlunul Coumittec doeo not wich to c¢re.te tha impres-
sion among the Kew York wembers that it is exoggerating this
"eroup" of three or four poople, influting its importance, or por-
secuting it. 4t the same time it wily 301nuly carxry on a Jira
campaign agzinst its hermful und sterile tendencies in ordor cll
thoe more saesily to succoad in eliminuting the influcencues agxerted

- by these couraaus upon tho Hew York branch und in tignteninyg its

ranks for thi/}ine of the Luag
fame } LA , =P e
%ﬁw&; - M

Doclaration wadu by Czanon, in cgroswont with Sweboci:
"Jhilo wo do no% considor this resoluticn ..s aasting ia gvery pur-
ficular rospect with ouwr propos.ls in rogard to tho Certor group

~tendency, it nevorthloss provides a basis for ununiumity.”

. L

Comrade Swabsck raportod thot on bshalf vf courade Cannon
and himsolf, ho had personally aswed comradd Snechtman if ho
wishod to withdrow tho labtaest document introducad to the Hationul
Committoo by himscli, iAbura and Gletzer, ontitlod THD SITJALION Iu
PEE AMTRICAN OPrOSITION: PROSPECY AND RETROSYECL.. This gusstion
w.s put in view of tho fuct that tha contonis 9f this docuwont,thne
chargss madce and the issuo rzisvd, had not uf all boen discusscd
or doalt with «t the ~lenum. Comrade Swabaciz royuested zn wunswex
from couradoe Shachtmen in regard to this, to vhich the roply wais
givon that the uomradoo signing the docuwment ars not willing to

~withdraw it.

Comrade Cannon doclarad to the Plenum: "I have not yet ot
2ll answersd 4 single personul accusation made in this docunsnt.
I rofer particulurly to the chargos ageinst mysolf und the iscuass
raisod in connection therowith. I am roody to weis such an answor
to overy parsgraph and evary line and will QApJLt tho plenww to
tako a posiuloa on ths docuuent end that it also go to the uembor-
ship for discussion. I proposs that wo now taze a roecess for thu
comradoes to discuss the adV1s bility of withdrawing tho document
and givo a finasl answor."

Aftor rocoss, courcde Shachtuun announced the withdrawal
of tho docuwont in tho following stetemuni:

"our originel undorst.nding of the PYO0p0scl was thot tho

first two docuwcnts wero to bu sunt out %o tho wmombership without

tho prosontetion of our joint ruply, signed by abuorn, Glotzur,end
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. mysolf. Trom tho clorification made by comrados Cuannon and ‘

Swabock, wo so0o that this improssion was ontirely unfoundeld,

: ‘"Since comrados Cannon and Swabeck assort thot if our
documont remains in ths records, it will roguiro a polouwical
reply and involve o struggle In thy Loeigue, wo hove docidoed
to withdr.w our document frowm the records, without changing tho
opinisns wo expressed ia it, but in the interusts of unity vnd
colleboration"---

(Signed!/ Shachtman, aAbern, Glotzor.

- e on o

motion by Cannon:-that the cowmradas who have vurying
opinions on the guastion of Zngols' Introduction shull, for tho
coming discussion, draw up in an objective umunncy stetements of
thdir views on the politicul aspects of this gquestion.--

s0tion carried unanimously.

Considsring arrungomonts for a couing conference, thoe
following views were expresscd: Courade Shachiman feovorod tha
idea of aot having a Conferoncoe in the immediats future, belicv-
ing that theo Plenum had elrcady partly served to obvi..te this
nocessity. Cannon oxpyressed zgrecnent, provaod steps could bo
taken now to roconstituto tho residsnt cow.ittou in such a wvay
that its najority roeilects the views of the full Cowwittea, the
opposite of which is now the cuse. He doclared thet it is self-
ovidont that organizationsl provisions mast bo wmado Lo guaranteo
the exscution of tThe views, seatinents und shedings repracented
"by the wmazjority in the daily work., “his could oo accompl.isncd
by the method ol co-optution to braoden the Counittos, sucn co-
optuetion to bo eiffirwed by the wmembsrsnip thiough o refercendua,.

"The only eltorn.tive, if this is not zgreoed to,would be the es-
teblishment of swaller political committec out of ths present
rosident commitios membersnip. Cannon suggested $he following:
tho majority proncss to the wminority of tho plonum that, by
agreomont, a co~-optation to tha resident coumittas take plece,
for the roeusons of broadening the comaitteo, drawing in noew gle-
monts and youth elemonts as well s to bring the resident cone
mittos majority in horuwony with the majority view of the rlenum.
Shachtuwen on bshalf of the minority expressoed dis..greement with
this wroposcl in ths following stuotement:

STATTLINS ON wHT PROCOSAL POR CO-00MADIOH 90 JHE N.C.

We are agoinst the proposal 0 odéd cowrades Gordon «nd -
28ky to the lkational Coumittee with full voice and vove, und
omrado Clarke as cwndidats, for the following recsons: -

l.-The 2lonum rcvaecled thut no fundcmental politvical dif-
foreuces oxist in thne futional Counitteo. On thosc guestions
which becawe & zuojoct of disvute in the Coumittos (Intsrnationel
uestion and the "Carter group") wo wsre aols tu 2dopt & unani-
mous resolutions and arrive ot o virtucelly unitod standgoint. Such
a situction doss not warront tha axtificial introduction of throg
corr9das into tha Cowisittsd f£or tho pur;oss of giving onu sido &
factional organizetional predouiaunce over thu vtnor. -
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. 2 .~The selections are not made for %he purpose 6f broaden-
ing the Coamittee in general wand drswing new elswents into itu
work-~o step which we have udvocuted and wnich the noxt national
.conference must cortainly accomplich--but in ordor to guarantee an
.antomatic and arbitrary factionul majority in spite 0f the non-
~existence of any clear political differencses in the Committee and
regardless of what questions way arise.

3.-;he introduction of the proyosad comrudes for the ex-
- press purpose of guaranteeing a sure votving mejority for oune sida
under all circumstances, illi not serve to eliminate the friotion
in the lational Conmittee bubt only to perpetuste artificially a
"rigid line of faction division inside'the leading cousinittoe.

. 4.,~The salections sre not muade upon tne basis of mellt
thus helping to enkince the authority end effectiveness of the

- Committee, but along the lines of faetionel suppors, in one cuse
., reguiring the susjension of the constitutional provision so se-
s . rloubly, and correculv, adopted by tha iust natioral conferonca.

R ] 5.-J1thouv making this proposal & subject for sharp fac—
S tional disjute in the Lezgue, which is eyually unwarranted by
the substantial unity on qaebuion on which the plenum adopted re-
- 'solutions, we neverthless wisn t0 register our cutagorlcal ovpo-
sitlon to it.
1. Shachbtuan,ii.Abern, i.Glotzex

b, T

i fotion by Cannon: (lg’)that for the reasons already given
' and after an exchange of opinion oi the comrades, ke Plenuw dew
cides to co-optate unto the kaetionul Cowmities, cuursdss 3BuSiy
und Gordon as voting manbars &nd cowrade Clariie a3 a Cundidate.
This to be submitted to the meibership Zor ratification, wmeanwhile,
° however, the comxades to function in this cupacity 1m&eciately.
. ) (2)That we inform the meubership of
(“) comrade. Gordon's limitations on the constitutionul reguireuent and
@ ask for their ratification with Zull knowledge of this fzct (ine
¥ Constitution reguirement is "article 9.Ssction3--liembers of the
o Nationzl Co.mittee must have besn active manbers of the Coumunist
‘ political wovement for &t least four yours, at lsast two ywars oi
' whicn heve bean in the Cowwunist Lesgus at the time of election.”
Courade Gordon's limitations in regard to the constitution aiar
to the first paurt of this roquirewsat. he has bseen only two yeil.
a wember of the Coumunist Lsague.) :

R Courade 3pector recorded himself as opposed to dzsresardlﬂb
the constitutionzl provisions. which we adopted alter such serious
%y reflections. ‘

Voting on the wotion for co-optation: in favor: S.oglund,

Cannon, Swabeck, bunne and Uehler; voting agalnst Shauh.man,
abern, Glotzer. abstaining, obsctor. :

' ‘ Voting on Gordon: in favor: 3koglund, Ca.mon Swabeck, Dunns
and Vehler; ageinst: Shachtuen, Abern, Glotzer; Abstaining; Spaectox
referring to stutoueat abova.

Voting on membuxrs progosed for tbe committao: in favor of
Basky: Cannon, Swubeclk, Dunne, Skoglund and Ooklsx; against,
Shachtwan, Aborn and Glotzar. abstaining, agoctor.
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| Voting on Clarka: infavor: Canwon, Swabeck. Dunms. Onhler ';
and Skoglund; agaiust: Uhachiunw, aborn, vlotuor' Abstaining: ‘
. Spector. ' '

Motion by Aborn: that comrade Siwchtion tuke up the post
formerly occupied by him es editor of The militant,.

imotion by awabac v that the preosent arrongement stend,
Thet comrade Cannon raazin the politically responsible editor,
that comreade Shacntman, as a membor of the editorial board col-
laporate fully in tho editorial worx of f{he iillitont and the
gditorial bourd targ uhuer @orY e dirsctly ond &souilla morse Coi-
pleto responsibility for the editorial work end ths maxze~up oi

Tha nilitant,

Voting on the motion: in fuvor of Aborn's wmotion: Abern,
Glotzer, Shachtuan and Spector. :
In favor of Swebeck's motion: Cunnon.
Swabecx, Duane,Skoglund end Qshlesx.

Statoment by comreds Spoctor: "Does comrade Cannon still
hold es valid his statement (ut the comuittee nmeeting, Jenuar

13th) when proposing comxade Shachtman that nobody qas advanced

any personzl oxr politiczl objections to Shachimzn es editor of
The liilitant and cemrade Trotsky's propooal that comrade Shachtman

resuwe. nis posvT®

Reply by Cannon: "Yes, in gensral, I thini it is still

2lid. After ths agresment weo bd”“ arrived at here, I would not
raise any volitical or personzl ovjections o coixrade Shacnitnan.
However, I an under the 1np*ass; n that all the circunsvances
are not exactly the sanme as they vore five months ago. Binde then
we have organized the staii on a more collsctive hacis, ve navy
entrusted the reuponsLolthv of actually Oetuir.g Jout the paper to
comradse Gordon &nd in wy opinion he has carried out his responsi-
bility very SbtlSLabuorlljo I & not think ws saduld return to

the 0ld wmethod buv rather should go forward toward a fux ther deve--
lopuent of the collective principlie. I also think it unwise to
establish the idsa that we call’ in comrades in responsible func-
tions when we nced then in an emergency and then dismiss theu when
the emergency is over.,” .

Liotion by Swabecx: that the resident committee be autho-
rized to finally oeleborete the resolutions for wnich we have hero
draits accepied as a basis, togethner with a resolution sunuarizing
the worx of the plenum as wsll as to prepare the waterial for, the
coming membership discussion. (&) that the 3ecretary prepure a
report of the plenum with the epproval of the resident comuities
for the Intsrnationel Secretariat and comrade drotsky.

~-~--motions carried uneninously.

At the conclusion of this discussion the followin
was submitted to the pilenum by comrads Curtsr:

o

"o the undoersigned, recognizing that one of the most im-
portant dispubted questions in the liational Cowmnittes end the
Plonun is thne problem of the New Yorik Brarnch and the purported
domination ol its Hixecutive Committee by the so-culled Carver group.
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vhile decisively rejecting any charge of tha existence of a moli-
tical tendency celled "Cartorisw" und erstond trad the dissuiniiocan
"on the guestion interfoeres with haruonlous collaporation in the
National Committec. e firulr belisve that the utiost collaboro-
tion and collective lsadersnip is ¢ dire nesd in the Natlonal

e

o e Commities and the Leagua,
P “We believe thzt rather then perwit the gusstion of oux

ro-elections tc the N.Y. Branch Sxgecutive Coumitteoe hindar ih
necessary collaboration in our Kationsl Couwmitted and hermonivus
and couradoly relations in the Hew Yorit Brunch we will, and &%
the presont time wish to stavs so, not accept nowinations Ifor tua
coming olections to the Row Yorx ixecutive Counmitive.
B "yJe takas this step for ons rouson--a sincers atitompt %o
: socure us ruch &3 npossible unitaed functioning of the entirs or-
ganizavion and particularly its leading body, the Wationcl Con-
o  Dittoo. This doos not moan thut we will decrause owr aotivity,
) in the oV York Brsnche On the.oconirary, wo intend to contiaue
our active functioning in the LYranch and the Lesgue us a whole. .

Y : : - H. Stona, Goorge nay, J. Carter
i . . . :
‘The Situation in the Poronto Branch )

. Comrade Spector reported on iizclonald's adherence to the
). Ot e a3 Rt
. Left Opposition and on the controversy within tee brench and on
) . proposals for the future., Courzds Hrehw, who n2d buen invited
-tc the plenum for {nis purticulur discussion, sresentad she views
» - of the other sido of tho contruversy. XKrehm pronvsed the {ollow-
ing conditions to heal tha brscch with Spsctor and coexrades wno
‘agroeed with kim: l. 4 clcor explanution from Spector on iis nosi-
‘0! vion on the dolegation to Prime minister Lenry.--2.Repudiztion
- by Spector on nis Josition c¢f his cec¥b in.spl}tving the Qoronvo
vy . BTOUpP.--~3, Spector to enter 2 wmass organization.~--4. Spector to
3 ; ; . , 5 . .
\q. substanticte his accusz2tvions cgainst othor cowxradss by actuzi -~
oy fects or olsa withdraw thun. . '

Coumrade Spsctor wada tho following proposcls: l.That ths
) Canddian orgonizetion be estoblishad us an autonomous sgction of
‘ the Laft Ujposition, with « provisionil center to be creuted.-- |
. €. That it esteblish divect rslations with the Interm tioncl
. Socreterict ond function under tho nawe of Werxion-Leninist Lsagus
of Concde (Upposition).-~3.Lhut it publishn 2 wonthly orgun.--i.,
‘ Thet it prepare a netionel orgen. ket Jor the tiwo bsing the
. ¥ Jsoronto wembdership functiocn in wo bruanches oa the bzsis of the
< e prasent division. . '

. Aftor a discussion on vhe controvorsy ernd the vurious pro-
. posels Swabeock m..ds the following wotions: .
. 3 :

l.~-%hut wo utke another offort for comradsly collubdoration
with recrininuetion, c¢f the Toronto uembdersnip within ono orancu,
* . including =11 of those who 2re KOW LIT0IYNS, i
- &.~Thut the Notionzl Cowaititos supports fully tho politiczi

. - tandoncy represcntad by corrcdo Spoctor and comsidar iv oS tha
basis for united colluboration. . . .

-
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- 3.-The Nationzl Coumittes demunds from the Toronto menbar--d”
? ship that this be adhered to on penal .y 02 oL el +9 ha tavon :

" agalnst thoss vho fuil, -
4,-Phat we accapt 3z & pargpective tha proposcls made by ‘
- comrade Spector for un autonomous Ccaadicn s2ction of the Loft
A\ .Opposition in the sanse that the Iiret praeticel stups in thot
direction, such as the launcuning of a paper, ostoblisnment of an
oditorial board, etec., to bo taiken vs soon as ths branch hus
. rozchod a sufficiont dogreoe of collaborution and svability.

Motion by cannon:-2hot the resident committss bo ins trucs -
instructed to draw up a rasolutlon which will elaborateo on this ba-
Y sis. ’
i o ) --piotions by Swuwbeck and Cennon cerriced uncnimously, ‘

4 -,  Spector adding that an aluborated resolution should includs a
o characterlzatlon of the group. .

" . Motion by Cannon:--In view of further consideration by

& . the cowmrzades, the plenum dacides thet comrzdo Shuchtman roturn
to his post =8 oditor of Thae i.ilitont with comradas Gordon ra-

: : malnlng in his presont position on the editorial stufi.

9 --llotion carried ununimously,

Motion by Glotzoxr: that considueri.tion of tne unonployuwon
i+ . .rosolutions togother with orgonizationul gquestions, and tha
quoestion of Veisbord (sincs added to the L&Oddu) bo ruforrsd to
1, the resident committes .:nd plenum now cdjourns,

65 . --motion ununimously cuerried. . :

}

{

:

* . .
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STATELENT ON TSE SITUATION IN THE TNTEPNATIONAL LEFT OPPOSITION

YPrinted in The Militant of April 23, 1932)

1 .

D The National Committce, having considercd and discussed

$ - the most important parts of the material boar.ayg on the present
situation in the International Left Oprosition, and the French
section in particular, has come to the following concluzions:

1. The most important fecaturc in the internal life of tho
International Opposition in the past twe y2ars, has been the
‘struggle to free the movement from the influcence of alien e2lc-

. ments who paralyzed its activities by sterile int:isues, dis-

i o torted its principles gin pract;cal application, and hampcred

4 ‘s its developrent as the driving force of the prceletarian van.
guard, Vlie are and have been fully convinced of the progressive
and revolutionary quality of tho siruggle for these ends vhich

_ ‘" has been led by comrade Trotsky. It has been an unaveidable

H .~ and necéssary stage in the preparation of the International Ioft

RS ¥ Opposition to fulfill its graat historic iasks. Tho National

! Commitiee is in full solidarity with the ostimate of this struggle

' and the perspectives of the Internatioral Left Opposition out.

. lined in the circular letter of comrade Trotsky under date of .

(.’_ _D‘»combor “2, 1931. : .. ‘

3

2. The correctness and necessi y of thlq struggle to purge
toec movemant of z2lien dlements is dcnoneurdtﬂd among other
. thingsly among the positive results in the Gbrmun nctlon aftor
v the ligquidation of the worthless intriguss of Landnu and tho froe.
‘ ing of the scotion fer its actual r:volutionary tasks, Tho
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. loeadorship of tho Gorman soction, whioh has takon shepo in the
struggle against Landau and his sterile factional rogime, must
bo given all possibleinternational-assistence and support in
<+ . -its tremendous regponsibilities and opportunitios, The necess.

‘ ity of the strugsle for intornal rencvation is shown with no less
' “force—.althouzh in a2 ncgative manncr_by the present s.ate of af_

i'f !V fairs in Francc. The demoralixation there onsucs dircctly from
.o “_' the fact that the two_y2ar struggle has not boen brought to a
l conclusions, .

——
-

3. In our opinion tho present situation in the Frencéh League...
which ought to be a mtter of grave concern to the entiroe Inter.
national Opposition__is not a new onc. Wo regard it rather-as
‘the rear._end of the strugile to clear the section of tho influonce
of unassimilable and carcerist elements, which has been unduly

[ prolonged, The task ther2, as we sc2 ii,-is not to seck a solu-
tion of the crisis from tho standpoint of tho episodic questions
and differences. This only blurs the recal issue. What is ncc.
essary is a decisive course toward the liguidation of the erisis
by a firm stand cgainst the representatives of the disintegrat.
ing tendencies. Among thesc we count the leaders of the Jewish

. .'group, and we particularly condemn their attempt to set up a

A nationalith group as a faction within the League and their re.

R ~s1gnitlion Irom tne National Committee in the name of suchn a group.
' Such methods and practices are incompatible with Communist orga

ization. No less harmful, in the dravn.out internal crisis of

the loague, have been the ambigucus and diplomatic mancuvers of

Naville, zgainst which we have rocorded oursclves in our prev.
) ious resolution. In our opinion it is most necessary for the

}‘ - French League to bring the internal controversy to a concluszion,
W. . to draw clear and precisc lines and make a seleetion on that basis.’

v e v

4, The proposal of com. Trotsky for the recoroganization of
the International Secfetariat, by constituting it out of re-
presentatives of the most important soctions who will be respon-

®*  sible t¢ their sections, is tne most feasible plan under the cir-
cumstances. aAs the expericnce of the past few ysars hus shown,

"1/ the Ir*crnational Opposition has not yct developed "to the point

j} where a secratariat baaed on the sclection of persons——irce from

. 4 ~accountability to the respective sections—_could fulfill the ci-

- fice. The secretoriat must become a responsible body standing
above the intrigues and helping to liquidate them. WYe are of the
opinion that comrade Mill misused the office of Internationa
Secretary and errcd fatally by identifying himself with the fac-
tional struggle in the French League against the leadershép.
Ther2by he helped to negate the whole progressive struggle ageinst
Landau_Naville.Rosmer and, at the same time, undermined the auth-

+4 ority ond discredited the International Secrctariat, The rcor.
danizatiocn of the Secratariat as a responsible body will help to

i shicld it againct such a fate by rendering it less sueceptible

" to personal moods and vacillztions. _

. 5. The difficulties of distance, otc.,, make a timely and
. effective participation of the American League in the internal.’
,. questions eof the European soctions extremely difficult, and pra-
clude altogether any pretensions on cur part to play aleading '
role in their solution. We must not undertake that; nevertheless
we consider it desirable to participate more directly in the work
of tho Intornationzl Sccrotariat through an elected reprosen.
tativo and the National Committec will propose to select such a2
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representative of the Amorican leogue a3 soon as poseible. It

is necessary to acknowledge & slazki:ss Th our {nterascianal dco-
tivities and duties, tho nature of \.hl(‘h and ibs pasic causes ‘

“have been accuratcly descritod in com, Tretsky's circular let.

[ . ter, In.order for our League to »0 uscful in the solution 7T

i - the internal problems of the Zurop2an sections, and to ecucaie

' ﬁ% - itselfl in intcernationalism in the process, it must firmly organ-
I ize a collective participation, The National Committee as a

{ whole must Tamiliarize itsclf with the international questiciis
" and bring a collective judgment to becar upon them., Tho most

N ‘impentant material must be translated and supplicd to the League
{' “ . membership for information and discussion. The progesssive el
] ements in all sections, which are struggling for the liquida.
tion of circle psycholo 1y, sterile intellectualism and worth-
less factional intrigues, and for the consolidation of genuinec.

. , ly rcvolutlonury cadres, must be acsured at every step that they
% have a Conscious and rnsoluue ally in the. Amerlcan League.

*,

N | | | NATIONAL COMITTTIEE COMMUNIST IBAGUR 0F
- AERIGA (GPPOSITION)

3. ' , R

N O TICE P70 ALL BRANGCUHESH . ‘

! . . . .
! - Upon receipt of the plenum discussion ma-
terial contained in Interrnal Bulletin Nao.lznd 2, discus-
: sion should procced imm2diately and terwinete within one
C . wonth. All mcembers should be properly notified and cn-
AU ebled to participate in the discussion which could pre-
° ferably taxe place at & specially arranged meeting.
S The brénches are asked to record the
7 votes of each meuber on all of the various resolu~
/ tions and the decision of co-optation, tabulate the
results and send it vo the Fational 0ifice. In ad-
-dition to this the branchss can, if they so desire,
formulate and vote upon their own resolution on the
_results of the plenum, the issues of dispute and the
genereal situation of the Lsague,

A . " fThe National Gommittee
- . : : Communlst League of America (Opposition)

i _ . : o ®%k__ L _kkk
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‘self-evident--necessitates now the adoption of a precise atiitud

| IV,
RESOLUTION ON THZ SITUATION IN ¥HE NEW YORK BRANCE

1.--The Situation in the &ew York Branch now presents
itself as one of the w:in problews in the internal consolidatim
of the League to which ths National Coumittee must deveia spacicl
attention. Yhe key importance of this branch in all plans fcr cn
expansion 0f the activities and influencs of the Lsugue~-~hich ig

tovard the negative asjects of the branch und a-consciovus and re.
solute struggle to overcome them under the leadership of the
National Coumittece. Alongsidse vf e consideruble increase in nem-
borship end a fair im rovement in activity during the pastv year

.and & half the branch neverthless has revealed the presencs of

serious defects and of elements of obstruction to a further xevo-
lutionary which cannot be overcome without conscious and persis-
tent efforts on the part of the Leegue leadership. The r-dical
improvement of the situation in tihie New Yorit branch ‘is one .of the
prime conditions for a real advance of the League us a whols in
the couing period. ' .
2.--The main weaknesses of the branch since its inception
derives from its heterogeneous cowuposition and tue absence within
it of any firw group capaonle of woriing coasistently und delite-~

"rately ulong the line of the N.C. «nd upon which the d.C. could

rely. she branch did not cocume out of the Party in & group as a
result of the sirupggle amd the expulsion cawpaign of 19248, On .
the contrary it wus built up in a process of individual recruit- -
ment from the most diverse sources, it had from the bezinning a

" heterogeneous character, and still retains it to & considerenles

degree. fThe non-party origin of sowe of its menbers and the

“lack of purty tradition and party concepts of others, deterumined

the more or less continuous iaternzl conflicts which have

marked the life of the branch. « *he great majority of the

struggles which the N.C. has besn obliged to conjuct ageinst .
groupings und individuals in the oranch have, been ut bottom,
struggles over the elementary priaciples of Zoumunism in f£islds

of theory, tactics and orgaaization. '

3.--Having eliminated some (thougnr not &ll) of the crudest
and wost obvious non-Cowmunist and even unti-Cownunist tendeacles
and their representatives--in every case, without exception, by
the direct intervention end pressire of the K.C.-~it is decisive-
ly necessary nowa to taxe further und more resolute steps to
overcome the political forulessness of the bruanch sand bring it
into line with the regquirewents of a vanguard Comaunist organiza-
tion. The basic factor militating against this céourse, or at
any rate, the chief reason for the slow progress with it--consists
in the fuct that the branch, up till now, did not succeed in
creating, the nucleus of a firm, politicul group within the
branch which could wors deliherately in this direction--kand in
hand with the Hational Committee--and lead the branch on the
same path, On ths contrary, the wost pronounced and derinite
political groujring whien took place in the branch consists of
eleents of the scholastic studen't youth type, the Carter group,
who gained & predominance in the leadership of the lLranch, made
4 caricature of revolutionury conceptions, stubbornly resistad
correction, and thus paralyzed the revolutionary.developument ol
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the branch and the politicul education of its members.

4.,--Tho negetive and hermiul creructeristics 9f the come .
r0d0o in yuostlon txe tholy wpolitioal sterili%by, tholr pocduntie
enl Gocbetids Lo.Yan0n to nrocloiia 0f tha Loegled; o dupctworitie
cal attitude toward tha w9rs of the organizstion end itvs lesdier-
ship, intellgctualistic tencensles, and the tendency to sat up
the younger and less enperisncad courades as a sort of control
commission over the iHationul Coumittee. They huve a perniciously
superior attitude towards the other youth comrades in-the Lsazue
and on the National Youth Coumivtee and a decided under-estiua-
tion of the leading ceadros of the organizatvion. Their p=arsistent
carping on the numerous shortcomings end petiy errors made in the
League work and in its leading commitice frequently causes thew
to overlookx entirely the progress the organization has made in ti«
past period., Against this bad influence, exerted by these cown-~
rades, particularly upon the yourger elsuents in the lew York
branch, wo have always conducted sharp, obul comrudely polewics,
so as to win over tho waximum collaboration all thoss ot first
undexr their sway, without attempting to parsecute them for their
views or to leave that impression., :

5.~-But experience has denonstrated that the politiaal Li-
quidation of this group--wnich is a condition for tho healthy de-
velopuent of th2 branch and a radical improvement of its internal
life and general activity--reyuizes & wore delilserete, systouatic
and resolute struggk then ues been waged up till now. It is ‘
necessary to explain wmore thoroughly, more concretely and in wora
detail the complete falsity of the attitude of the Carter group
end its haxwiulness to the orgenization, end to deprive it of a
pradomineting position in the branch leadersnip. In the idesolo-
gical struzgle ageinst{ this grouping--vihich must now be conducted
mwore resolutely snd more systematically thun before--the e C.
must aim at the crystallization of a dsfinite political nucleus
which will be able to worx consistently for the Coumunist develop-
went of the branch in hermony with the N.C. and take into its

‘hands the brench leadevship. It is the duty of the H. C. to

assist tho formation of such a political nucleus end support it
openly as against the Carter grouping and the various non-descripi
individualistic elements who resist such a concentration.

6.-~-The task now is to awaken the branch vo the harmiul
tendency represented by this grouping, to isolate it politically
and to give the individual comrades of the grouping a firnzl op-
portunity to correct themselves. 1In favor of such an eventuality .
at least for soms time, it must be noted that comrades Cartsr, Ray.
and Stonas pressented a declaration to the Plenum in which %they do-
clared their readiness to support the unity of the N.C. and their
willingness to sacrifice, if necessary, their positions on the
local executive coummittee to that end. It must also be acknov-
ledged that the comrades of this grouping have been active in the,
worx o0f the brancn and loyal to the orgenization in its strugglec
includ tng physical cbnflicts with its enemies. 'These facts give
& certain grourd to hops that the aims of this resolution can ba
accomplished by means of & militant but comradely, politica
struggle, without drestic organization measures. The National
Comumittee ask for the clear and unequivocel support of tne
branch in the fight for this result. Opoe this is firmly attained
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~ the question of further deveIOpments tan answered by the conduct
of the Cartor group. . .

neVy=e

RISOLUTION O THD TOLONTC BRARCH SIQUATICH

l.--The stagnant conditvion in the'Torunto 3runch, cai the
factors of disinvegration which lutely becais pradominant waal
culminated in the disruption of the Branch have priwerily dYesmn a4
roeflection of the heavy defasats suffered by the Canadian {oumunist
movement as & whole, by the isolation of the Branch and it=
failure to securs d national basis of the Left Opposivion in-

Canada,

2,-- In this situation the internal life of the branch
was spoiled by acrimonious personal guarrels, by exaobvrat;on°
of small and episodic aiZferences, by pessimistic moods and by
atteupts to fix the blame on individuals for what wes sssenfial-
ly a condition i.posed upon the branch by external circuustunces
-The heterogeneous comyoo0sition of the dranch at itvts inception,
“and the failurs to weld togethey a wore or less Lowmogonaous WOrk-
ing group within it, contriobuted neavily to the disintegration-
procass and lov it to tns culminating disruption.

de=-~In recent months--since the Socond Cuaisronce--%the
disputes vhich appeared at f£irst to huve purely personal cha-
racter begen to acyuire & poalitieal content, to lead towarad
group formation and a Split. The inability of the Brunch «s a
whole to find a way out on its own resources, and ti® failure to
seek the intervention of the Kationul Cozuittee, was leading the
branch to a fatal disruption wkich would have comprouiscd tnae
Left Osposition in Canada for & long time. Tho intervention ol
the N.C+ Pleaum occurs at e moment when further delay would en-
tail the woSt serious conseguances, :

4,--Within the branch therse ocsured the g*adual crystal-
lization of & grouping of young comrades somewhat sitwi iler in
composition and tendency to the Carter grouping in the New Yorx
branch. 1These comrades, commencing WLth 2 criticism oi corrade
Spector's inactivity in leading the branch at one time--a
criticism which was not without a certain justification--vegaen
to develop along the line of a political opposition to hiwm, aind
eventually toward the N. C. also. 2his led them, and the Lranch
in which they constitute a majority, into a numdber of mistakes
which only set the branch still fartter back and heslped to
sharpen its internal crisis. f{he outstanding error in this line
was the failure of the branch to send official delegutes vo thne
united front conference aguinst the sedition laws in order to
avoid a conflict.with the Stalinists, and tre sending instead of
en unofficial delegute through other organizations. ‘“he siubborn
refusal to recognize tre correctness of comrade S;ecaor's contra-
ry propossals, and alonzg with tuet the carsless "filing" of .the
Nutional Conmittes's letters of advice contaz.mnc Lue most deli-
bereate opinion cf all of its xesident memhers, wes the danger
signal of future difficulties with this group. Just at tne momens
of the persecutions, when the Opposition should have snown its
face boldiy, the branch allowed the Stalinists to admit tnom to
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the conferance shamofacadly, through uhe back door--so to spealk-~-~

and under soms other nawms.

5e.-~This incident, which in itself ns=d not be exesggerated, is

mentionsd bvecause of its sywptowcitic charueter. LThe politicul

error itself,

talten togathexy wiih others wmore or 1ass °erxou"-

the light~hearted wanner in which it was made and tne failure

up till now to recognice its seriousness; the resistance

4.

0

atteunts at correction, first vy cowmrade Spector and later oy
the Hational Coumittee--from these circumstances only ons do-
duction is possible: this group, by itseli, lacks politicel
stability and is not sufficiently serious in it{s attitude towvard

the Luague &s

a wnole and its Lational Coumittee, selected by

the conference. L&t to itself, such a group would be capable
of compromising the Left U_.osition in a coaperatively short time.

6.~~Eaving studied the material.end heard the oral expla-~

nation of ths

rapresentatives of both sides, the rlenum ras a

foirly clear picture of the situation and finds it possible to
take a dofinite stand on the esscntial guestions in disguses In
gensral, end in the specific disputes that have a politicel cha-
racter, the Zlsnum su»sports the tendency of comrade Specitor and

recomizonds to

Yhe branch the creation of an atmosphsre whicnh will

make it pOS sible for his proposal to be given more sorious consi-
deration in tre future.

supported.

7.--But comrede Y,.ector's organizetion policy cannot be
"e do not racobmze tlhie spliY &8 necessary crd al- ‘

ready accouplisied, and are in no way willing et the prescnt

time vo0 break
. a8 it hes eci

two branches.

8ved uptill novi, or to recognize the aoxistvtencs of

0If relations with ths wajority of the woranch
£

Both groups, &and the individaals in each, mtuu

be given a further opportunivy to prove theuselves as meuber

of one united branch, Zven if it ouboenuenulv transpires tugt
some olecments cannot bo assimilated and have to bo cast &sido,
it cannot be taken for granted now that a Sp¢l+ must ensue along
the present group lines. Vie wmust strive in svery way to savo
the nucleus we now have, and to limit the losses, if any bacowma

unav01uab1e,

to individuals. The youth and inexperience of the

majority grouping, wnich militates against its ca.acities to
lead and direct the movement, entitle one to the hope that tuney

can yet learn
To those who

and develop, hat they need is the will ©0 do ©0.
show o rcadiness pow to play a rosponsible paert in

the solution of the crisis end tho unfolding of the Camdisa
oppositional work on .2 new and higher basis will receive the full
comradely assistance of the Lhational Cowmuittee and, we aro confi-
dent, of comrade Spector also.

8. ~-The organlzatlonal conaection of the soron%to Braach
with the League in tho United States is obviously a trans 51 tional
state of affars., It is neccessary to keep in wind the aim of
creating an autonomous Canadiun wmovement of the Cpposition on a
national scale in the shortest pos olble time, end to accolerate
the gteps toward it. But it would be a crime for the Hatioaal

Committce of

tho Leagus to throw offits reswmonsibility to the

;oxonuo branch in the widst of its prosont crisis and leaveo it
to foco the prospect of a split without a direct erd persuplory

intervention.

On the contrary, the iHational Cotuittee feols bound



.\ “to assumo the full duthorlty gIOVlued by the constitution and t=
present this resolution for the unific atlon of the braach as a’bsosx.’,

‘ | lutely binding, on evary biemder.

A SRR
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[ T '
*{  Comrade Krarm, in the naue o* the group he repreSanted submiitsd a
3 number of deiands: )

9.--(1) A clear explanation by conrads Snec+or of his

— . o e

failure t0 speax 83 & Gamcer -’2_1__7:_._._?___:4_"..!;'_'"-d__:i_\:_.l”_\_?__'_‘_'_t:_'_'_:‘__?_:-__:?.':_i_‘.'.-. "o
Phis, as We unGerstund iv, wao & POﬂhvau-Lyv Galegavion Coiganic od
by the I.L.v. to protest to thns Premier o0 a wrovince aguinst the
Pederal Scdaition Law, 9te. Courad? Spsctor expglainaed tnuu e wend
along on the delegztion without fesling. convinced either of ivs 6f{¥
ficacy or its politicul correciness, nis failuxe to speuk, as le
explained it to the Plenum, was not so much dosign &s it was inde-
" cision as to s appropristeness under all the circumstunces.

2

- 10.--1t appears that the incidzsn?d has been unduly mannw-
fied. It would be a reslly serious question, like several othexs
of a similar chargctor which have besn raised in the disrute, 17

a3 comrade Spector's inteprity or cowrago o8 & revoluvionist were
¥ challenged. 2ut in reply to suralu“ questvions wnether anyining
of this xind were invtoended or inplied in regard to cowurade Ssector, .
‘comxrade Krehm answersa that they were not. EIiminating this imnpli-
cation,which, it poes without saying, tne lationasl Conmitiec consi-
ders absoluvely groundless--thers 1emqins only the politiczl or vec-
- tical wisdom of the wi.ole paltry afifair of the nenry delegation,
‘ " Tho delegation lts:lf, in our opinion, was & dubiou i3 on*e“pn;: and
the advisability of the Left Cppositvion participating in it 16 also
questionable. Havin becsie @ mamver of tne dalegation--willinsliy

or un:xllln"lV~-com'ﬂde Spector shouid have vaken en opuoruuuLty
o speuak, if for no other reason tnen to distinguissn the Leit
. Opposition from the cringing, liberalistic progrum of the orguini-
Y zexs of the delegation, hud the circumstances mude this rossible.
’ By these opinions we do not wish in any way to supwort ¢those whio
. may elevato this episcde into & "principle issue" to b3 harped on
g? continually. It is oux 1mpra"“1on thot the efifair has alreudy
’ been givon more 1m901tance than it deserves. Comrade Spector'“
rovolutionarJ gualitics have bgen deucnsirated on numerous other
occasions and the future will yrasen1 its tests to him as well as
to othexrs. “ho afieir of the Eenxy dCl“"’tlon 81gn1L1os nothing
in our épi nion, excopt & nussxble tuculc}l error which in ltSol;
is quxte understandable under tire circumstiances,

. 11. )A resudiation of comrade Spector's action in snlittim

o the zroup. ‘he Plontdl A02S NOt NOLG COMILGE DPGCuor SOL3iy »ed-

ponsible Zor ths split of thas grour. ihe watter hus to be consi-

dered in the light of all the circumstunces, and ssuvecially in the
light of the ettitude which the various conradas tads toward ths’

demand of the Plenum that the "split" bo liquidated forthwith end
the branch bs reunited on the basis of this resolution. Comrade

" Spector certainly doserves criticism for allowing rzavters to cconwe

RSt e e T S i e S SBP A Caml a0 hm e vende el meae N o T e - — e
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j N to such a point without apypealing for the intervention of tho

'3 Bational Cowmittes. But it is for more iwmportvant now to fix Crne

Q . responsibility for the future unificuticn than to determins wh

e shall be blamad for ths disruption of the past.

! . 12 .-~(3)Comrade Snector must enter the maess organiustions.
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This, to our mind, is a proctlewld jucdtion wkich has So L: deter-
mined on the ground. Ths wor<Z %o ts undartakern by comrades, es-
1 . pecially by the expsrienced und highly queliiied tomredas, has €0
1 be considered from tie svendpoint o thy variocus dzutnis made uposn
y

c

1

G % -them, the relative iuwportancs of tho tas«s, the tiuc at sheir dle-

of, - posal, special Zitness, g%c. o propose that this cnd similar )

' ¥ quastions, which rsywirv o calwm atwosphare -und an obdjective appro-
ach, be laid asidoe for the timu being, asl ia no cassc b3 medse the

il basis for the fuctional agituiion in the noxt pexiod. Onece the

}3 " . unity of the organicution is rostorod and ke new vprising of acti

f

)

s vity refloects itsslf in the ravivel oi enthusiors, tho growld of
the branch, and the improvemsns of personal relations, Susli ¢las-
tions will solve themsolves without serious difficulty.

il - H 13,--The Lational Coumittes kes no objoctions to yhe pre-
£4 _ posal mado by comrads Spactor thet thu Canadion cumrades obiuns X
g?‘ towards the publication of & Canadian Opposition orgun on ¢ codaest s
; scale, at the outsst. But tha preliminory condition ror such ain .
‘orgon, which is a step in the direction ol dcveloning ani cutono-

mous notional section, must ba the ru-establishuent of nornul Cun-
4 .. ~ditions in-the Toronto branch und the solidificuation of 2ll tr
w4 % - comrades on the hasis of the views outlinsd in the prescnt resolu-

M tion.

.
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14 ,--The futility end the danger of ortificiclly stimule-
ting =nd prolonging pexsonul ucntugonisms , of porpetunl recrimina- -
tions over more or lass outlived incidents uand personul aorilic-
tions of the pust, must now bo clecr t0 ull the comrades of tho .
Branch. <his xotd led the Brancn to the very bring of disastor,
and will do so ¢very timo. Cn tiiis road wa c¢uen go no furthor. Tho
prospoct of v fatal disiupiion at the very wmomsnt when vast naw
parspactivas are openirng up vefoxe tha Opposition in Canada, and
now forces of greuat significance (wmecdonuld) are veing attrzcted to
our hannar, is a Werning of the imperetive nocescity for a decisiva
nevt L ixrn in the interncl life of the Bronch. The Branch must uncan-
ditionully stop thu personul rocriwmincitions on e)l eides and make o
new start oa 2 new foundation. %o ossist the Branch on this path
is the cim of the presont resolution. ' -

(RS IRV W
)
-

LLIN

. \Y
e .
RATD
L J

'.
gl .
LV 5N
2
b2

%

Ve

LT e un-—_h

15i~~The Brench must be re-unived at once. Conradus
Spector and hrehm who prescnted the two viewpoints 2t tho Plavum
and pledgod themselves to support the decisions, have thoe special
) rosponsibility of cemonting the srunch togethor zguin on tha busis
} 0f this resolution. e carnestly cppeal to <ll the loyal Counu-~
nists of tho Toronto Branch to support chis work of unification
with all thoir strength and withoutl dslaying for anotasr dsy. |
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L IPIRENDUN OF 2hI COOPTION OF 10 iILBERS allD ' . . |
‘ - ONZ CAKNDIDATZ T0 wHI FATIONAL COwmi:INTEE ) :

v
i

£

_%he dccision 0of tha rlenum to coopt two nuw memburs and
one candidate (without vote) into the National Comuittee--subjoct
to a roeferendum.vote of the mcmbership--wos taken for the follewic:
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ressons: : .

1.~-~T0 guarcntee the policy of the Plenum in thoe dnily
work. The full national Coummitise includcs suoverdl cowrcded. 0f
Yocognized ebility and influonce, who live et far distancoes from
the Center, and this prevents their funetioning in the d:ily work
of the coumittee. +he coumittoe directing the League Irom cay
to day, therefore, has up till now been arxbitrelily compossd c¢f
the comrades living in Now York. The situstion in this res.:deat

committea, prior to the rlenuwa, presonted an anomaly. 4Thoe majori-

ty in the resident , end vice vorsa, coumittes represonted in fact
& minority in the full committee and it zequired frequent regourse
to the cumbersome ond dslaying method of the coumittoe refereaium
in order to pass the nescossary decisions on the most impo:tant
questions. <Thus the International resolution wus dolsyed fer
months. Thus, likewise, the political fight ageinst tho demoxraliz.-
ing influence of the Carter group in the New York branch could not
be orgenized under the lewadership of the K.C.

In addition to that, the main responsibilities of tho
deily administrution of tho League dsvolvaed upon the minority
of the residoent committeos, which could not conduct the work,

" even in small practical yuestions, without the agreemsnt of ths

majority or through «n appatl by reiferendum to the full committoea.
Such a2 state of affoirs is inccapotible with Conmunist orgonisza-
tion principlses; it had to be ended one way or anothor. iforceovar,
it must be recognized that the residont coenmitteos of five had

como to a stelemute and that personzl relations within it had
derved to accentuate tho general difficulties.

The attitude taken soon 2ftexr ths adjourncent of the
Plenum by comrades Shachiwan, Abern and Glotzer is proof snough
in itself--if further proof were ne2ded--of the wi&dom of the
docision to increase tha size of the residsnt committeo by the

.addition of cowmrades wro consciously supported the line adoptad

et the Plesnum. If tho Plenum had not insicsted on this
guarantse of its policy it would not bs possibleo now to

taze a singlo sten to cerry oubt and oxplain the plenum proceca=
ings without = referendum vots on sach motion. To support such
a stato of affairs is to sow demoralization in the Lsigua.

2.--To broaden the committee by tho inclusion of guslified

new forces, and cupecinlly vo.lh 10vC0B. AL Gho rienum, &nd Lrio¥
to 1%, arguients wers ncxid zhout an alleged conservative orgoniza-
tional policy cn ths part of tho.original rerty group which haos
held the leadorship of the League since its inception, zndé elso
about an alleged hostility to the youth. Ths contention is falso,
through and through. The N.C. fully recognizes ths nocassity of
essisting tho developmont of thae new forccs which ero being trained

‘up in the Loague «nd of giving qualifiod representatives of tho new

forces their rightiul placo in ths leadership. Hoero it is & quos-
tion, first of the political qualification and, second, o the
personal marit of tho pednls to bs choscen. Tho same eprlies to
oldor, moro expaericrcaed, courades wnosg origin was sowevwnat dif-
feront from that of the National Committee group.

"Thoe salection of tho thrce cowrcdes chosen-~-comradas BosLY
end Gordon us mombers, and comrade Clerxe as candiduato--is intondusd
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as o domonstri.tion of the 2ttitude 02 4tho Plenum in fzvor of a

-~

doliberute broadening ol thoe Nutional Couwmittos, W1tho“* howaevar,

ugsotting tho doecisive loading role of the pruseat xoly ol Tie

Plenum corsidorced tlic thrus comrados sclected 40 ho tua mnoat qua-~
o (] 3 . - q

lified, from o politicnl and gersonal standpoint, of trnese avail-

ablo in How Yoxrx for deily porticipution in tho work und resgansie.

bilities of tho cowwmitteo. UWhu Plenum teies full responsivility

for this action ond asks tho muwbership tc support i4 23 {the reces-

sary complemont to the politicul dscisions of the Plonum,.

Comrcdo Busrny 18 = veveran of tho Awerican Cowmmnunish
movuaont, a Jound:tion wmewber of tho rarty ond also « fourndatiow
membor of tho Left upposition. Beforxro tiie expulsions in 1528
comrcde Besky wes the leader o tho wsungerien group staniaing on
tho platform of the Loft Opposition cnd the oditor of its papor.

Comrade Gordon is ono of the younger. generution of
Ameorican Communiess wnosce wholoe expericncoe has becn gained in tho
Loft Opposition. e identifiod hinsolf with the Loft Opposition
while in Zuropu in 1929 and fzow thoxrv wrote correspondence to

The lilitent. Eo wos formelly cdmitted into tho Hoew York Bra nch
0f tho wougue two yu“ru ngo. D& :spitsc tho constitutional limita

tion in tho cose of cowrade Gordon (which requires four yleu of
memborship in tle Coutaunist political wovewment, of waich, wwo
yoars sholl be in tvhoe Leasgua), the Plonum decided to recoumend
him 2or the N.C. on the following grounds: In our opinion he is
ong of the most qualificd and most responsible of the younger
comrades in theo Loaguo. o hus served os f£ield orgunizex in

Boston, and for the pest gix worths hes bocn one of the nninstays
of the N.C. in Xkecping the fatvtionzl Office apperatus in function-
ing order. His efficient and foithivl worii on tho rilitznt has

———— -+ At - =

beon responsidle in a large wmsasuro £or its regular appoardicy
throughout the whole psriod sincs tho fixrst of the yeer. he [.C
considers his colluboration s ¢ Lombor highly desirable,

Comrado Clarize, who is racowmendod as a cuondidats to tho
National Couwitiée, 1s also o youbh comruds who has belonged to

tho Opposition since its inception, and prior to that was o wamber

0f the Y.C.L., Ko has served as ficld org.nizer in Clovaland in
1931 end in the mid-west in 1931-32. :
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