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.r., Comrades ~ The !'iat:')l]2.l Committee is scndir.g out to; 9.11 the maT,1-
bers of the Comr.l"Ltnist!.CD.gue of !,Ti1e:"1ca (0p-osi·~:!.on) tn.'; lette:' b)l' 
cOl1ll's.de <:ourovwhic 11 :'s reproduced belo':T. 'Z'he let/~cr ~ S~7:.t to us 

-,.( by the edl.tol"i~.l board of t/l~ 3ullet.i!l of ·the r~ssi"'.!l Ol')Dos:'t.1on 
(Bolshevil<:-LGninists j, is fo:" the confident3.il iilfo:":1L~.tion of all 
comrades and should be dJ.scl1.s3ed in every br~.nch, ·"!ith ·the roesults 
of this discussl.on cor:w.un:l.ca:tcd to our cOr:1T:1it J"ee. It should be 

.' 

• 

• 

( 

stressed that the lettel"' ~t1~ch folloTIS ts. stl'ictly in~e:"n2.l and not 
tor publication or trs.nsr.:issicn to non-Le,:.gue members. 

-.... --... _---.... _-
SOHP' !DE.!l.8 on TrE r-OS!TOlT -"-l1D ~m: TASKS 01' '.i'I-IE !'EFT· O!:POSI'::'!()~i. . ._._-.- ._-.... -- -----_ .... _ ... __ ..... --------. --- . --- - . -_ .. 
L .. The revolutiona.ry tide 1s n011 ind~sputE'.b1e~ The COr:tmtu'll.stp·?rt.=.es 
a~e gro":1ir..g sJ.:,ronger in cert:?~n countr:::.cs. ~Phc elc:'1~:1t . .,.~y fJ. Cl'/ 1: 
force~ turns e.~ide ~he questions o~ st.rs.teg",· 3.nd ,?uts ·t~1er.-. il1~~ec:')r-c. 
O!' tl"!~rd' ~l?ce. The ~·TOA."!~ei"'S T:10Ve ·';'O'.7E'.=,c.s the COr.tnunists 2.S the ~"st. 
intl"3.nsigea.nt pa.rty. In the s?.me direct.:.on act. the cco!!~mic s~.:':.:e sses 
·in :tl~e U.S.8.~., ackno~7lede;ed by an ir..por-c.3.nt !')a:ot of the DOU:'S00:' 8 
. !,re ss and by the f<.ct., becoming evan T.l"rC convincing f0;''' t:1e y:or-
~ers. . 

• 
2; T·his genere.l !,011tical nosltl.On, eve:"l·t~11')1.1.p;h T)~ • .:.~.c.O=~·ic,'?l ~.~.;. l'il'st 

s 19htt) st!-ilces not only at'the RiFht Opposition c·2.1:, a.lso at t,l:e 
Left; That 10 ~'ir...a.t e;~pla::.r..s, in the last analysis, t.he I usJ"i!,i.:ln 
capitulations, the ceGss.ti cr.'} "r· gro!; th l.n ccrt8.in c",untries , the 
~ol).1\7enin3 of the actl vi iy, e tc. Over a::;d a.hove ~.ny loco.1, speci­
fic e.nd pcrs ono.l rC2.S on, there 'is a geno~:'8.1 rea'3 on: the s ~ont~_r~80U:l 
1npulse '1h1eh h~.s not yet ~osod the--C:Lw S';;'l o~ of re·.:olttti()~:?ry 
... tra.l.f':.(T"" "T~"\ch n~s not ~.:>-r "o"'cd c ....... Dl,.. ... el~l' o&.\"'e "onJ.1"ad-ic·'-" O'~~ ~n g l,,"""CJ? ..... __ •• c.;. • .1 Jt,;u.., _"W v' ... : \,;;lJ .,J "'II>. V \.I .... _ oJ_ .... ....- -:-

the po~i~~c~ 01 the Co~~ntc~n ~nd ot ~~n scc~:ons ~t a ne~r ~:st~~~eal 
9t" gc r··'.; n r..,"; c.~ "''I'"'" J. : ... ..,~ "",,\"'0'~ ~. ' .. ", <" e c o~c:.'" ~.,.. ,.,'" n f" co!-'; ..:..,.. -ol-.-i '" \.., ..... • V _.:J "v_ \,;.. •• \.1 LIe.""""'" ~ •• \A L U .. 40_U .... _vv_~, e,,;t. _, 'J .... .) ........ _"'.1 ..... . 

does n ",J· C' ....... "1,," ,.. ... ~,..., " n .... I·e J"·o.i'-'r:''''·lL 0-1' ':'he ~ ... ..,., ...... "", h.~ "r~"\' C'l sJ· Ur" "'S • '';'" .':».!.."!.!:'''';j ,j;._J,.I, _J "lJ. 1".(. t: ... ""' ... U .... v.,. OV.A. \".;C".4 ... ~ •• V .' ".00;:0 ... ..., ~ ... (.; 
the sttu3.tio::l c:."'it:'co.l1'1' ~nd co:nsc~~usl~r poses :?11 'c,:::e nltestl.o:-~;:J of 
str~.;::;ef!v .. ,'1US'i:, inevi to.'o1y be set baclt, i'c!" o. cert8.in -time; in ~:'r;..:) 
rnl'ds-t 6i' th::'s faction. tr:e:.."c i/ill be r:1 ~:D7S-~~ci~~.0~~. of irim~-
t1ence rrhich, in isolcitad cases, talte 2. capitulat~:"y fOl'r.1. • .. . . -- . . 

3:· In certain ce.ses, Victory is·possible even ~:!.tli. a. ver~l' "ot\d ~~licy 
With the deepenir,.s of the C!'lS:"S, ~ ts ~rolong=,.t:.~n, "ri th t~:e .~ubse·­
cuant dis'int.eg!'2.tion of the soci""l.l democl"··.c~r, '.;,he der.l0~:'2.1i~:, .. ;aon o~ 
·th .. • o/.'~ ';c"'o""y of "' .. ", "'e'''y''''n CO,..ylU .... ~SJ· P~·17 .. r';s 'hol. a gove."n.-nen loiS, ",l1"" ii... '-' .I. '-' ... Ci I.T • :";" .... , _~... ... •• c ... ".; .... •• v 

excluded, e',an ,:nth ·the ~oli9j of the 7.h~elr.H~.n:'l l~~.de:,,~~:!.p. E,m;­
tl'iUO-:C~CC:18.tc l:r, :i. t is ~ere ly :'lot e::c luc.zd • .; Th~, a.c,tu~ ~ cn2.n~es fO:" 
such a victor~ are not gre~t. Of c9urse, _f ~ae 0av~les ceve_~p 
the) Left OP:Jos:!.tion ~~ill ta.!{e .pa.rt l,n them as a. not VS1"'~r. r-u."7le:'c·~:-,: 
b .. tl e .:. ,,,,osol~"'e ~e.l. ... c~~"""'''''''' I be' 1.- ""f<) 0/. ... " ....... \.,~ J ~+'J. CI-:"I_ u", 9.9 1 mI)8., _J \I \.~-~O·l'j,'''-~.'''. - 1;;"''- ... i'··C.~ ..... ~'"' ... I'v.l.~· i" 
uosituon should nv~7 mEu:e a aec &:ratl.on, not, ,u.b.L~c iJU-V Olf:J.C::'::"._. . _. 
on this sub 5ect: for instance, a.¢.~ress to, th~ .gen·~:."~.1 Co~i:·:·..?~ 
of the r-err;-,1?n C or.:munis t Party e. let.·.:,or in ·,:-n::. cn 1. t ;''Jt.:q_d deC 1-" re 
the.t "ill thout :;. ... znouncing a ;;~.:,t~c 1e of :. ts . vi~71 ~ :=-~~ .I~e.f.:~ .. OP.pos ::: 
j:,Jo.n_~s .0. .~7.h..9l,e._R~d ef·ch of ~ts 1'aembers, in 'Oa.~.,ti~nl-:>l" •. :;: ... ~ ~.,~~.d~~ 
to· T)ut the~r forces ·B.t t. he dlsposal of tne parTly l'or. c~'7·r.~lss::.on 
'O~ tnsl: ~l-:.o.7,:30cvc:~. A dec1~.ration r..C'.cl.e in this ~:;..n:1er, :"egal"c.-
le'ss of i ts ~r.UllGcl~ate conse c:.uenccs, ':"rould q,e.ve 3.n sduca.t iona1 im­
port 'nd ':'1ould br:ng rctltrns 'in ti1e future. 
4: The vic.t.0ry ~n (;~ .. l'7.lp'-pY ... ':i?~l~ hav~ a .. decisi ve ~?n~e~:n~.t.i o~al im­
portnnc~. lie ns.,\e s.·.Ld v •• C'.v 1.1.1 _s nov eJ\oc Ind.ed, .... 'le.l .1 ith '~he pre-
sent lee.dershl p. Sut there is st'ill a long ":18.y 'to go to ';:'he 

vi·ctory •. 
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The tund,:J.me'!ltal feature of' the s1tue.t1on in (;et'!!tP.llY_ this .t1.me lo tOl, 
is the e:::trer.le d1s!,ropor'tion betTTeen the I?cute:lass or t~e :,~vo1ut!er, 
f!.'Z'Y situ~.t::'O:1 and 'r-he s~:"engt.h of th e p~.rty. On th!.s pOint, . ~. 

Tl'otsky r..~.s s!,I~1:6:1 J.n hlS p.?r.~phlet, devoted t,o ""he l£.st ~.eichc~3.~ 
elections. The c~ntl":'.dicticns in ·tha politic~.l situ~:~ion cn-?:i'?­

cterizad in tr,ls 'brochU!'e h£;'.ve only become m01"e :?C'.lte Sl.ncE;: rrhe e 
party, ~.ft~r·h~.vi.ng ':~akened :!.ts91f fOl" ~ fe~ .:re:-:.:'s "oy ·~n LJnti~e-
1y offensi V"', to c ::n~ClLtct D.:"! essc:1t,:.allv d~fensi ve 2.nc! :7s.it::.np ~oliCy. 
r:?here rises s.n e::tirol;r real ;:erspectl.va: the ob.i3e·~ive situ.a-
tioll may r.h?.nge 1.n fg.vo~ of the bO:lrgeoisie befo::."a ~ha serni-spc!~­
tS.neous f lo~ c:~ forces. pe:"mi ts the Cotn.'l1un!st p~rl:r to ">ass oV~T' 
to a dec::.s~ve offe:lsive. . _. . .. 

, . 

5. In Spain, the SRli1e dis'PDoport10n. Du:oiug the deve10'!Y.i1en~ of the 
:-€volut,ion, e:7.clusivalj; uniform 2.nd f?.vo~~ble to the p!'olet~!'1t.t 
the Comint,ern lets ·r.1c:1.,h 2.fter rl~onth esce.pe, discloses ~ts ;;e~.!cn~ss 
and ,its bs.nkr~ptc~r, :lU!'tures· ~e.rcho-s~Tnd~.c:?l~sm, givzs t:'lS bOW,,"68'-

01s1.e the poss:.b11i·ly of consolidating ~/:.sclf and thus t>1 .. ~t>3.1"~S 
an ,,'.ltcor.le for t,he r,?,~!Cl~tlon not in tna Russian st.y1e but' in the 
German (1918-1919) • .. 
6. I !0110";1 China val'; little nOTT, but t!:le:os too t~"le cryir-G me ... 
of recent years, the igno:"'ing I)f t~'le rt:e.l s~ tt'!~.·~~.on of "w~".e countl"Y. 
the nsg?t10n I)f th? der.locr.r:tic r-=volu·;;'!.on9.:"~." tas~:s, t,he. f-:ct ot: .the 
19nc::,"1ng of the p:,01'3·::'3.=,~a.t" t he tl'~.:lsfel" of the cente:". of gre. \·1 ty 
to the peasant '.7e·l"f !lrl.Va !,l"cp~1s~d ·:'~1e tl"~.Gi.c dcnouer.tznt. Ch1an .. ~(n:·-. 
·Shelt beg::'ns .... ::. tn '~~1'9 c1est:"'uction of ';;,he !)eo.s2.nt l"!.omas ·,'ihile the c~.tles 
rer::£l.in tra!loail. Ei S v1ctO: ... ·.T in th1.S cS.se tl~eat~ns th·~ Comn\lL~1st 

Wl. th a fl"if:l~:i:,.ful e=~\:,e~~.J.~1a.t,l.On ~:lc.. ":i::.t,h 3. na~'1 :7e3.~'~ni~g of the 
revolution for e. ~olo~1gad pe:"iod. 
?; The eCf\·oo:-.lic develc.vmen·::' of·t.he U.S.S.R. is nO~7 r."zi: vis 1b1y 

e.ntel'ino: :.:nto 2. cri·t;;.cSt.l ~t1S.~e. The "Tllot,ley p::"c·~u!'all of the o::ecu- .. 
tion of the rive :Zea!' :p13.~1· {2.cco~d:.ng to S:.;,al:i..n I S ~xp!'e~~l.on).s i.g- e 
nifies ·the dis:"'u!-,,::'ion cf ~hc p:"OpOl ... tJ.ons aVen ~!. th!.n thG ro:-r.l~.l 

frama ';7 or 1': of t.h~ 'Cl~n. Eo~cve:i.", ·:'he -~161e question lie's ~.n ;rhat:ler 
success 1·S ........ ···ai ..... po· ~··l'::';'" ~,~~.:. '··~?~u·.,~ "n er:;t ... ··l.;s'~.;n!'." '\''he "'ac~s ".,.I...,,,, __ ,,~ , • ~ \.:. .:. ..... .L .. _.u "h· .... _.,_ .. c, _ :j ·.CI .. 1.1._~~ \I.,. •• c; -

S9.1"Y p~"'opcJ~t~om; ~'~t.":,,a~:r .. 'i:,he elej~1ents of tL:a DIan e.ne! tho sno~·::''1'.ne­
ous p..nd Sc;".1~.-Spo!:'i:.?l1e,:;u.s ~::,ocesscs in economy. Ii'l"om tho v:;':'y "ue­
ginn1nl!, --:6 e.ntl.cio~t,ed ·~h~.t t,ha ~.cc1.!mul ~t].ng contr~dic~:'..o:'l~ "'·.ne. . 
dispro?ort~~ns -- in the absance.of a co~stant ~nd ocan ~e¢.~}~t~on-· 
",ould ~o"'''"',, ou ... .(n :'hn """'~''''d ."' .. ~ fou .... t l"\ or .s.h<!>o !i ~Z.h 'm~~" lI O'" • .. ~ ... ",.... ..,... tJ •• \,; "'1"-_'" , "&.J.t..; • ~ \I Q _J. '" .,."..... N H 

th't~ stp.ge has ·dra~n qui·i:,e naa .... 

8; AccordJ.ng to the objective c'}nd1t:"'ons, "iTe·l?,e.va entered ~_l:to the 
period of revolutions &nd of r·~volutionD.:r:i ":3.l"S·; In these· q.,ndittons. 
The Red Army is 2.n histo:i."ic~.l fa.cto:' of enormous impoz-ts.nce _ 0:1 t h? 
scale of the his torict'.l be.l~.nce, '~he Red Al"m;y- could 9l"~v~.il ¢o~s!.c.~ .. 
r~.bly not only over Gal"r:1.?~ Fascism, but, even m01"e ove:" POlish •. Th? . 
general. s1tua'::'~0~ of' EU1"op.a. enti."ely justifies a 1 .. :-t~1?-~~5.or.m."r. ot­

fansiira. But here is pozed '.71th e:~c~pt~onal D.cuteness ·t.tle ques ",ion 
of bread, '01' me e.t , of 110:"S 0 s, of oats a:l'ld -- a.ft ei" .c, bat -- of the ... . 
feelings of' the peas~.ntl"'Y ~.nd EI.Iso the feelings of the ~nl"!~1~.g clasc;. 

The disharmonious :.:'ld bure.?ucl"'~.·c,ic pl~.~n:'ng. ~.nd :-,~gult=l:t::,o!l le~.d, .­
a c!'itic~.l mom~nt, ",0 a s ts.te of F.fftl.1.1"S ~:hel"e acon~r.lr, ~o~1cl"rul 
aecorcll ng t'o i t;s abstr.?~·t poss i'oi1i ties, is e:::tramely faab1c accol"d. 
to its actual resources • .. .. 
~. In a long l"a.nce 'Policy, one must also forsea the T10l"St ve.ri~.nt.. 

eSFeeially if tl?-e likelihood of it is as. gl"ee.t ~.? it. ~s in the ~"e- _ 
sent cond1 tions. . .i".2:,,, :.s t, his ~orst ve.:"l.e.nt? ':r tl8 Ge~n~.n pl"oletn:"iat­
does not te.!:e over the pO":1ar in tha ne~t pcr!.od. The Spa:!ish COj,t~·t~-
1st Party does not suceeed ~n tim~ in gro~ing to ~he ~ole ot leader 



• . . 
, . IS- • • • 

_:~ tr..e ";'1orl!1ng cla:ls. Ca!,iitalisl7! be~efits b~.r a l"es~ite. Unde~ the Fi:I.s­
. ofCist, or thE) "democra.tic" or a c')mbined fOl"m, it t:l.ra.\7S itself out of 
• the crisis.: To be sure, t he dec lining c ha~:'act~r of cfl.pi·:'8.1ism cD.n:" 1t 
.be overcome. But e.lready only t~1e ter.lpors.1";i '[).e.l~i.fica.'t:.ion of ChinD.· (:1rl 

_.. open up a. p?rade ground for opere.tions in g{"8.nd style-. A n3'.1 tndu~ -
ri~.l upsu1ng can in no ':!e.y be considel"o d a.s the.ore·;:'ic~.lly e::cludcd In 
advance • 

. . 

. 
10; The pe:"iod passes is cbp.l"a.cterized by the f-ct tl~::J.t ca·pi-ti:l.li:n.l 

h2.S slipped C.OTI n ~ver r.1C:"e do eply in~o the c:us.gmil"e of tl1e cris is • 
w)~ile the S o'.'ie'(, Union l:.2'.s :[ie lded. ever gra:-:c.er .. 'Oc:::,cen·~.?t=es of £!~"O~'lt h •• 
The dal\'!8l" COj,;,sis'.:,:-; of the lact th!:1.:' the ~':0!"19 C2.:'1 'DT'esent in trie 
coming period,' .:r-~ietu:."e of a CO!l'L,:"ary ch=.r?cl>er up·to a. certe.in !-'o;n f ... 

More pa:'ticular~y: capite.115m ~'iill d.l"8.~'l 11,0G11' ou~ 01' the c:..,Gls--7--:-r.d· 
i~1 the Soviet U~1ion the~e ;rill conte for~1B.rd 2.11 t:10Se dis o~"'ol:'('l:·tions 
~r..d contradictions dl"ivan in -qy bure~.uc~"~.tic !'ressul"e ar:.d· ~iho~:~ echo 
is the l3.st speech of .Sta.lin. . 

.*:~. 

All that is s?id e.bt;>ve natul~a.1ly h~.s a. hypot.hetica.l c~"!~.:."~.cte~" •. "Jl".st ~r. 
in e conor.lic ula.r.:lin!! '"ln3 i"'u.st ~a va r.1e.=:iml'..~ and r.linimur.l vari2.nt s, so in 
Doll" ".l.. c.,1 ·,~·"o~n"ses" 0"1""" r.:us'" '" .,lro t~~,." ·~'\~s.!. ~··""d ··r .... 1"s··· ~, ... ~~.: "' ..... -!- C! '''''ov'''' .. '" c;r..... .:. c -J , • .1.' _ _ • \I v __ .. v •• t.i. u<:.: U ...... .l • V U v'..;.. ... _C" •• ~tJ... .,!J "" 

is t!.na.luzed the ~.: o:"'st l;os!': i~J le va.:"ie.n"i:,: r!,lb.3 2"0 a lit,y 'trill 02.S S S·;Y:l~':in~ 
b .,.,t~e"'n '" he bes7 ,., ..... ,:; ,. ;~'" '·10'''S). V"l'''l' !!,,,,.c "'v"'''' A. ·'our.h i.'· r.·~~r ..... ~ f''''~' ... !:>'' v .J t,;j. \I .} C'._J.\.' ....... .&."" J,. V ...... .a. ..... ,,"1, ~ \J.l -.1._ !~. U IL(..;io. •• JJ\,; _"'c .... · ___ , 

closer to '~he ;:or'S~, ti18.n '':'0 the best. I,'J ~:?t does this sirmigy f:"s;:'l '" 
uoin"i:, of vie7:·of dcv~lo?:-:1~n'S of C01;4'ilUnisn its,~J.f? .;. 'Oel"iod of. <:lec:) ir;­
terna1 crisis, of cr~';:'ic:u:;:~s '.)i' t~1.'3 v~:"ific2':,ion of ":la.s·::' e:':l)c .... ience 
of d:scuszion of the !)2.S"i:.. ·m1?.t tll;~S. t~10 T;eft, O;J~;osi'.:,~on c.one effect'·J':;'-. __ · 

1y Ury to no~? Ve~~ little. There is a ccrt~in qU2~ti~v of criticc~ 
"'01'" 1,S' ~n.:J of "'l"'···fo··'....,,.. "",''''''C'l ""le ·!e<'!+e .............. , .. ol~ ... 'l· ... l·~/· e~T~n "i"'s v .... "r· ,I .'" ." \..l ~.., c. \I .!. , .. ..;; IIoJ L. ... .&- &. • u L • -:,) '"' •• 4 lJ.. C; ve..; •• ·. c:.:. U J .. "" _ _ '-' <.. ".,-

even J.\..."" ~Tpn,..,u .... ·~d 0·" .... , ...... ~1P....,('1'., .... ·~d '''~C::: ..,.,,,,:~ '='~t:'~~~·, ....... ,..c~ '='-d '1!:1S ..... c.:-:~ ~ll..t"J \i_.~.~ t:..:., .1, '-':.c!-~ \i _ .• J •• V":'·I 1 ~ ....... ~ f_,,'·Ju "".,;),,'"I._Ih ~., "' ... ; tf."\·".. "" ..... J.. \.I 

l,\; ~lIeC'. ')"1 ~·(,s o~~n C::~-:·3r.'.unCJ "'. ~1 VV.j,"_:JJ.s C()U~1·('''''1. .... S '(lLlvl".') o~asvec. ~"'or 

'lTe~·rs Op''''OSl·tl·On ('I'l .. ,..,·· .... S '''~'l' Cll s('r.'~).i"; ... ""s n~v-·'" 11"'d ~n'p.&.· .. ·l.· ..... ~ i ..... ··CO.;;..~;O·" t1.. .J .. C JL.:) .•• _.. . I~"" u ,,!.t; \::;; CJ. c,;.. '-" •• ,I"" l.L • .1,."": _ • .1 j.u". ... 

~·'~th Bolshavisn·end ·.·:hlCh Clnly cc;.;!):!.'or.1isecl. the Left Oppohition "b~r '.:,b?J 

s~r;.lpath'J roj," it,~ Om." '.'ro:"'l( in t.b.is lS.st pCl'iod l~~duced 5.tself in l::.:".~~·~ 
tne~'.s ure to ';:':-:'0 T)u:--r.:r.£; of '::'hc ::-a.n!~s~of the Op~os'ition from cru;n08,' 
alien D.nd ~"'ea.ll~r '0a0:~iciQus Bler.len"ts. :g ith t~1is, ~·le· o'..l.:i.~~~lVes C01:i-' 

...... l·t~e..:t ""ot·a ""e'" "'l·C'A. .... ""'''' "f''''~C'~ ""'e Cul.····e """~"""'~bl<'\ ~ .. ~ .. .,..,r.' "'ill!> "r\ ... .: ..... • L .. "" \.:... J.~, J.L '..:""";'.:.\.~,Ol •• ~.;...l.. :'':'V.J,. U J.. • .L;,.,,·.!.v .... (..i, ;".,,,,.':' .. t..-:' u....., :.,I_\\,.._ 

"f' le'" . .,"".; ..,.,r.-' I,~.'" """e .; co n" t':1· j ""'r.' ..., "'t f"iJ''l.l.. s~! ... ·, ng l·.r.o .'. '''e' '''0''1r !": • ... S Q" ~'d "'0"· ~1. ,.1 '.J c;; •• .l'&_""'C. ._ i.e.. _... .,j .. _ ..... :..-:. c;..... .. ..... _..... J.. U L.... ,I J. _'" ~ _... v _ \.;~,i 

headlong ~o t~3 call of ~h3 Laft Opposition S~oups in the ve~ious 
countries. '!:'he ~!"'ese~t l"evol'J.·::'ion(?l"Y· tide b~T its::lf bj,"~l1::;:s to ·!:.ho 30-
vs -r.ced ... o1"";:.· ... s J'\"e ...,~tu·;,..,l s""·l.·s.f'-:lc·~··';on "'rl-,-;c,,,,\ ..... ~~..,··.,l· ... S· J·~l!:>;::, n"'''' +0 .' . • _, ,I ... _.1 \..IlL ... j, ...... ". a.v .J.f,;,. • ....,"'... ..LJ. ....... ·..JV_!I .. \I u. ~i,1. ... \..L"..., • 

of J,. r!:l t "" l' 1 . 1 "J\ 11 ., . . . ,'. , J. ., .. . s" c;. t;g c~. Pj,.,OO 8ms..t\ ·(,i:3.S, rl.S J.S S8.1u a.Dove, en",1.:~2 ... y OXr;l,ll'li 

Ylhy the Left OpT)085.tion, in ~. scrie~ cf casGs, feels itself: p'..'I.:lerl·· 
fl"on '::'h~ lil~in s~::,el=l.i~t of '::,hc m:')ver.1Cnt. But, tnis 5.s ·t.b be e:cp]'2.1~~-:l. D.~ 
temporary situR~ion. Tho ~ues~ions of revolutiona~7 st~~tegy !ll be 
posed·in 8. :'h:.~~.t t:Ti1.e in a. s':l~::'es 0r"COuntl"ies, fi:~st ill Ge:"r::!".~~" ()r' i' 
Soo.in, ':1i tt~ r.::: 8xca'Otion?1· 2.cuteness. A la..rcre tr l .. t of ;/h~.t V:~.f) r.a id by 
the O!,posit:i.o~ Jon the p~.st, ~.~d ~"h:'ch nOr1 ~.ppe.?rs "vo GO fOl"gott.~n {·~h:ch 
is fo~gotten i~ ~.~~t by 'i:,h~ Gp'Oosition itself) ;rill j, ... is(3 to 'i:,ba s1Jl'f::'c~ 
tomorrow

i 
come to lifQ ag.?1n a.nd :"1il1 OnCG. m')re. aC('lUil"e .?n e~:t':"2.0:'(:il:[tr-

ily tim.z y char~.cte r. . 

~'a defend absolutely corr~ct idea:s and r.tethods .·~.th J.:,he aid. of. fecbl<3', 
of p:"imitivG r.1Cans. ·~ha COlilint8rn d~fcnds ·fD.ls~ idee.s "':"i:,h tt1e 2.i-:1 0';'­
"Ame:r1cB.n" toa11niqu2. But in the long l"".1rI, it is'tha C01":"CC'i:, 1dea J.:,h.:zt 
tr1umphs~ . . • 
From this f10:7s still a.nothe:o conclusion~ CUj," strength at the giv~n 

stage lies in a correct e.ppreci~.t,10n, ina r.!B.r~~1an conception, in a 
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correct l"evo1u:::' ione.r-y rr ognosis. ~hese ~ q~.t~ lit-ies ":18 1itU-::t p~ese!r::' "" 
fil"St of e.ll t.o ~he prolet.?::,i"n vanguc.rd. \ve act in '::'he l' ~rs t· place, "'" 
as propt'.g'&'ndists. \',1e G.re too ~je3.k to at,tetlpt t 0 give ·1 ... ,~p1ies '''0 ::11 e 
quest,ions, ';;'0 intervene in all the specific c0:1f1icts, to fo!"mule.te ", 

h ' . d' 11 1 . h 1" ~ .... . l' .. - ~ (' - f·t ev~:""'f":1 ere. ~,r.. l.n (I, p ::'.ces t..e s oG..:,·ns :.'.nc uL1.e l .. ·:lp ,;.:es 0... :'~1e J.;e 
O -(I'ion mhe' c'bo:>~e af.z.er s'''''h ... U''''''l.· V ...... S~li· ... ~:" .... .;J.\, ou'" '~eo:>'~ .. '·," p,os ... 1.1 ............ .;;J .1.1 .... .., '" .... ~.:. -. _1.1", .. _I.IL ...... ; .... - •• _'=;:,~ 

~.nd ""he ine=~perir:nca of r;11J.:1,. cOr.'.l":?des, ~-:il1 often lea.d to too :p:~c;c i­
pits.te conclusions, to ii":lprudent sloGans, t.o ~~:;."ong solutions. by 

, f2.1se steps in !,c.l"t,icul:3::'s ne ni1l be tho ones to com'O:;."omise ol .. ~n(J.ves 
by pl"eventing t1ie-rl()r!.c~rs -frcm estimD.t:"ng the fundai~ente,l qu.~.lities 
of the Left Op~~osi·::'ion. I do not r:ant in a.ny ~'!e.;{ to sa." by t.his t,P.:.-e 
ne must sJ~?nd en t.he: side of the l"'6al s'~l"ug~la of the ':7o:i."lcinr; -::13.8S, 
1~ oth1ng of the io l"t. The ~,dvanced fTol"kc:'s ca.n only test the·l'evC'lu.­

t10nary 9,QVCl.nte'5?cs of the ! ... eft Op')ositi?ll "oy·li,,·irig"experiences, but 
0!la tlust lea~n vo select, :t.he lives'\:'t the mos'i:, bUl"nir~.and most,. pl"ir.­
Cl.pled quest.J.ons 2:ld on '~nese questl.ons, to e~~gs.ge in cor.lbat ':n:.:.hout· 

dispe::,s ing - onese If in 'tr'ifle~ and' in Pr?:'tj.c;.lle,l"i:~ies ~, . It is in' 
,thiS, it appee.r~ to me, that ~,c7f l1c-sthe f'x:~dament8.1 rule of the 
Lert Opposition. 

• 

. ... 
Paris, July 28, 1931: 
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