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- Comrades- The hat-ﬂnal Comnit vee is ganding out 10,211 the monm-

-(

bers of the Comnmunist league of ‘smerica (Op-osition) ths letter by
comraede Courov which is reproduced below, The 13u er, sent to us
by the editorial board of the Bulletin of the Tussi~n Onposition
(Bolshevilk-Ieninists), is for the confidentail information of all
comraded and snould te discussed in évery branch, “writh the resulis
of this discuss:on communicatad to aur committee. It should be
stressed that ths letler which follows is sirictly infernsl and not
for publication or transmissicn to non-Le-sgue nmembers. :
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SOME _IDEAS O THET FOSITON AND oD TA %S Or THE JVF" OF’OSTMTQ

et G d— - G- ————— . -....-

L. The revolutionary tide is now ;ﬁd* piiable. The Cormunrstipariiszs
are growing sironger in cert B+ couﬁ*v*gs. e elemenbtory flow &
forces turns aside the quasiions of sirategy and vuts them in seoenn
or third wrlzce, The worlers nove towards the Cormunisis 2s t
intransigeent pariy. In the same directzon aet the cconomic succe
in the Y,S.S.R., aclkmowledged by an important nari of the bhourceot

vre Ss and by vhe fact, b9001xng even marc convinelng o the vor
KBI‘S L) - -

L

2. This general nolitical nositlon even though nmapadoxical &% Tivst
s ight, strikes not only at ' ths R gh* Opposition btit also at the
Lefv. fhat 13 what ex tplazns, in the last analysis, the ‘ustiilor -
capitulations, the cessatica of"growr th 1n certqln countriés , the
weaskening ol tiwe ant1v1ty, te, Over and gbove any IOCﬁl, speci-
fic end perscnol reason, cthere is a g eneral peason~ tha srTonteancoud
iripulse “hieh has not yot posad the CiCsTIons of oluu_Oﬁery el
straucwv? vthaneh has net yet solved c mpletely the conurad“ Loz
the positica of the Conmt atemn and or lts sacvions 2t a ney histor
stege o I¢ is evident that under Phese co:altcts, a f: c*:on i
does nni u-ualy suin in the judgreat of stream v which siudid
the QluuiulO“ cyriticalily 2nd consczeuslv uoveﬂ 211 the euestrons
streieg ST lnEV;uﬂO’” be set oﬁcu, Yor a cervain timss in Lns
nidst 01 “thi3 factiocn, ta°“" will b uu;;cbt”ﬁ TTrioy . of Ln
tience walch, in isola ted cases, ta e a capitulainry foin,
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3. In certain cases, victory is possible even witll a very bad sollicy
With the deupnnlng of the crisis, its Trolongat: j

Jda

cuant disinu rzfion of the soci2l democrey,

1
oh, S
1e denoralizaiion of
ths governmenuO, hﬁ vxc»o“y of the Ge-nan Communi
;
c

oo

aist Pasty is nob
excluded, even wirtn the »olicy of the T““°lna"‘ zodarship, RBUT
ﬁﬁ?ﬁruunatcl" it is me e‘y act excludzad. The aciu2l chonces for
such a v1ct0pv are not eat, Of course, if the battles davalcon
tho Left Oprosition will tale vert in ithem as & nov vipy. nuwiercus
“buv,as the most resoluse det La.comeny, I believe tL L the igfy Co-
positoon should now melta a ceclsration, not pudlic Budorficial

5

on this subiectu: for 1nstance address to uhc .Central C
of the Cermin Communisi Pariy a ’1etter in wnteh it —ouvld Y
that without renouncing a varticle of iivs.view , he ﬂaA”.Opp
.

ok
dion.as a whole, apd each of 1ts 1en:e“s in carviculapy, S :ga g

J
.o nut their ;orces aut 03 d‘sposal of ithe party for. agy rnlssion

o> task whatenoever,, A declaration made in this me nasr, regarc-

less of iis 1mmvd1 te COﬁSCCuonCGS, mould feve sn °ducauionﬁ1 im-

port ~nd would bring returns in tue future,

4, The Qicto“J in Ge imany, .ould have a decisive international im-

portance, ¢ have scid vhdl il 1s nol excluded, even W iin the pre-
sent leadership, IZut there is still a long way to go Yo the

victory,

HARVARD COLLIGT LIZRARY
ADDED TO TR2TSKY ARCHIVE
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The fundamehtal feature of tha situation in Cermpny, tuis tiﬂe*‘g;,»
1s the extreme disproporiion beuween the 2cuténess of the »evolutd

Ty situat.on 2nd tne sirengtl of th e party. On this poinu

mro sky hzs spalren un his pamohleu devoied to the lost neichs g

eleciions, Thz contradictiens in the politicel situation che*z-
cteriz=d in this brochure have only become more acute sinee. Th ’

arty, aftcr having wes Kened itszlf for a few -years DY °n untlme-

lg offensivg, to conduc n essentlally dvfeﬂs‘ve and maiting rolicy.

ere rises an e“twrelv r°a1 .c”sceculv the obicetive sitilae-
tion may rhpn:e o fﬂvor of thg oourgeois;e before Lhe semi-spone
taneous flow ¢f forces permits the Communist parvy to mass over
to a decisive offe"sive.

5., In Spein, the same disrpoportion. During the develoovmen’ of the

"evo1uulon exclus 1velf uniform and favorabls to the p*ole‘°“1tt

the Comintérn lets mcnih afier month escape, dis¢loses its weakacss

and .its bankruptey, aurtures - nercho-syndicalism, gives 12 bourge-
oisie the poss: LlllLy of consolidating liself and itians prepares

an outcome for the ravcluticn nob in ths Russian style but in tke

Gerinan (1918-1919)

6. I follow Chine very little now, but there too the erving mis -
of recent years, the izunoring of the real situntion of Lihe counviy.
the negaiion of tis democraiic revoluilonary vaslzs the fiﬂt of ‘the
igno“inc of the proletariat, the transfer of the centex "of ﬁ"evitv
{0 the peasant ar, “1v° orepvared Lhe trapgic denouer, ﬁv. Chian-Kaz-
-ghnk begins —ibh the destuction of the neasant homes while the cities
ain vranguil, His viciory in (iils case threau ns tho Communist
Wluh frifniful exvermination ond with a new "é?(’ﬂ::g of the
revoluuio Tfor & wrolonged Zeriod, o=
7. The ecnnomic develoomeny of ‘the U +3.3,R, 15 now z=xt vis ioly

)

entering uto a crlu,.cal shece, The "motley piciure” of ithe a::ecu-‘--

b

tion of the Five Zear Plan 'accorc-ng to Stalin's expressien) sig-
nifies the dis runuxﬂn orf th proportlons 2ven within the formel
framevorl: of uh\ tlen, Eowever, the —-hole question lies xn WLhthcr
success is otitained, ~:ud *ﬂ rhat mz2oure, in egixblishing Lhe nece
sary propcrilLons oetvaan the elements of e Dlan_and the sncﬂo;ne~
ous’ and ssml-sponianecus rrocgsses in econ 19my. Tron une vy ve-
inning, "¢ EQJLC’D’ued uﬂeu the accwaul-~ting contradiciions ~nd
gisprono ri1ons -~ in the abtsénce of o coustant and orven "°"wlat:on-~
sould birealk out in the thinrg, uue fourth or the fifth year, Now
this st?fe has .drawn quite neaz

8. Accordlng to tha objective condit ons, we' have entered irto the
period of revolutions and of ravelutionary wars., In these ~orc-uion
The Red Arny is 2n nistoricel faétor of enormous importance, 2 the
scale of the his torical balance, the Red Army could rrevail cOﬁ:ida-
r2bly not only over Cvrnen Tascism, but even more ove> Polish. The |

general situation of Europs enulﬂﬂly Juctifigs a rgvoluvion rary ofe
fensi¥a, But here is po ed with e xeepiional acuuenﬁss tne cquesvion
of bread, of meat, of orses, of oat and -- after that -- of the
feelings of the peescntry and also the feelings of the warﬁing class.

The disharmonious '*d bure°uc"eu1c pl?hﬁ‘ng.crd rzgulation lead, -

a crivical noment, vto a s btatv of effeirs where econcny, 7owerfu1
according to its abstra2¢t possibilities, is extromely faable accord.
to its actual resources, ' : _ o

©, In a long range volicy, one musi elso forses ithe worst varisnt.

esypecially if Lhe 111 ;1likood of it is as great 28 1% is in the pre- ‘
sent conditions, “"het s this worst veriant? The Cermen proleuqriat
does not tele over the power in the nexi period. The Spanish Conmrw

ist Party does not succezed in time in growin~ to the ole of leader



- ube worving class. CaoitalLSﬁ beﬁefi S b7 & resvite. Under the Fas-
,s/eist or the uewocrauic or a combined form, it _Araws 1itself out of
the crisis.Z To be sure, the declining charactéy of capitalism fannot
.be overcoms Bub Plrcadv only tae tenporary eﬂiﬂlcaulon of China can
open up a perada ground for operetwons in g*ﬂrd style., A new induc -

E 21 upswing can in no wey be considere 4 as theoretically exeluded in
advance.,

3 - -

10, The period passes is cheracterized by the f-ct that canitalisn
hee slippe d dow n esver nere deeply into Lha cueﬁni“e of the c"ls*

wiile the foviet Union has yielded.ever grand .‘-ocrcenunz°s of grourth,.
The danzery co;si;uﬂ of the _ Tact thav the world can present in une
coming feriod, a nieture of a conirary chiralier up Lo a ceritoin point.
More pq"tlcularry: capitelism Wwill daW 1TGCGLILI Ouv OL viaG Criclis cwna’
i1 the &oviol Union there will come forvard 21l ithose d-oD“OPO‘*“ons
end contradictions driven in by oureaucretic nressure and whos 2 echo

is the last specch of Stalin,
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All that is s2id above nratuially hes a hynothetical chracten
in econonic vlanning ~ns must have neximum and minimun varwﬁrt
politvical ““o~noses, on2 rust t2lte the best =ad worst variants
is ana2luzed the worst Lessible variant., The reality will n_qs o
batween ths best ano Lne vorst varisnl, even ithouch 1t mav be z
closer to the worst than to the best. W 2y doas uhls signigy £
point of view of development of Comaunism itself? -~ riod of ae
ternal crisis, of crivicrgm, 01 the verification o Jesu exverien
of discussion of the mast, hayv has 'aﬂ,Lefu On=e u10*1 done effecivioeamw
- ly 1D 1o noz? Very little, There is a certain guentity of CPlulCL:
| /‘ yorlk nd of nlaiforms woica.the !e r,ewl 'o“olgw -iat, even its vang

Ly
re hP van"u *d o rH'q vﬂﬂﬁv““ 238imi 24eq _2d h2s, nc‘
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’vq $:ms colnTy tTdens eiist Tor
ye: rs ODDOSltlon groups which sengiimes never had anvtnxn in cor*oa
w-uh Bolsheavisn” end warceh only compromised the Lefsd n“o,luiOﬁ oy Lizr
wmpathy for it., Our worl in this last ceriod rzduced iiself in 1-;5a

me"s ure vo vhe nmurging of whez'anks,of.tha Opnos ition from chancs,
alien and really ”SJZLC‘OHS elements, ¥ ith this, we oursclves coni-
mitted not’a Teéw mistakes whiclh ape cuive ;n-.:usblg, 3\_“L the nric

of learning., '‘here is nctu polsy 2stonish wng 18 tre worksrs did nob :J;h

headlong to the call of the &f% Opposition groups in the verious
countries., The r“eeeﬁu r:voluu,on°“" tide by its21f brings to the =3d-
vanced workers the nsituinl satis? ion which mermits them not o *

of stirategic2l vroblems.  All bhls, ws is said’above, entirely o

why the Left Optosition, in 2 seried cf cases, feels itsclf *© p

from the mein sireail of the movenent., Bubt this i3 1o be explained o

uemoorary s1-"auion. The ouestions of revolutiocnaiy str-tegy 11 be

posed’in a shoel time in a scries of "countries, first in Germanr or i

Svain, with oxn excentional’acuieness. £ large w it of whet wos zaid b

the Opposi*ion wn the past, 2nd vhich now zpnears %o he forgotten [-—h:

. is forgoftten in w2t by the Opvosition itself) will rise to the surfse

- .. tomorrow, come to life again and will once more acouire an exireording
ily ulm»iy characte r,

Vo defend absolutely corract ideas and methods.-=th the aid of fecbhle,
of vrimitive means, "Ths Comintern defends false ideas 'mxth the 2i4d or
"American® toghnique. BSub in the long rum, it is the corrzct idea %hat
‘riumphs,

From this flows still another conclusion. Cur strenrun at the givan
stage lies 1n & corract appreciavion, in a ilarxian concepiion, in a



correct irevolutionery prognosis, These’gurlities we wmust present
first of 21l to the proleiari~n vanguaird, We act in vhc..-rs v 'place-
"~ as propegindists, Ve are too veak to atvenpt it o give ‘reoplies to 211

guastions, ¢o intervene in 211 the specific conflicts, to formulate
everythere ‘end in 211 pleces the slogens and the Porplies "of the Teft
Opnosition., THe éhese afier such a universality, .-uﬂ our Tealmess
~nd the inexreriencé of rany comrades, will ofien lead to too praci=
pitate conclusions , to ilprudent slogans, $6 wrong solutions. By
false steps in pmariiculsrs we will be the ones to comprromise ovxselves
by preveniing vhe workers from estimating the fundamental qualities '
of the Left Oprosition, I do not went in any wEy ©o S&7 by this thed
we musv st°nd on the’'side of the rsal sirugfle of the vo*k*rr clzss.

i1 othing of the irt, The advanced works :s can only test the faveolu-
tlonary auvanueges of the Left Oprnosition by living experlenc*s, bui

one_wmust learn Lo selact uan livest, the most burning and most princ-
cipled questions 2nd on vhese questions, to 2npage in’ conmbay without -

dispersing oneself in’trifles and 'in perticulerities, "It {s in
this, it appeers to me, that rcw lies the fundamental rule of the
Left Opposition.

L L]

6. Gourov

Paris, J uly 28, 1931,




